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A Year's Advance 

T HE central fact which faced u during the pa t year 
wa that in April the \Vhite Paper would come 

into full for e as far a Jewi. h immigration wa on
cerne<l. Thi wa. the most dire t chall ngc to our love
ment and our logical point of attack. \ e accordingly 
concentrated upon it. It wa the weake t poi,;ition held 
by the oppo ition: the opposition \\' uld be hard-put 
to ju tif the toppagc of .Jewish immigration into the 
Jewi h ational Home at a time of frightful Jewi ·h 
persecution and of the actual menace of annihilation. 

The pre sure developed in thi countr , on the ub
ject of the \,Vhite Paper toward the end of last year, 
was undoubtedly a major factor in obtaining a po t
ponement of the deadline in respect to the 25,000 cer
tificates which remained unu ·ed by pril, 1914. The 
Colonial Office had hoped to dull the edge of our argu
ment and to neutralize our efforts b announcing that 
the unused certificate: woukl continue to be alid after 
April 1, o that, in fact, the door of Pale tine" ould not 
be closed to Jewi h immigration. The Colonial Office 
has ince re orted to arious device· in an effort not to 
use up the remaining certificates but to hoard them in 
order not to be confronted with the neces ity of reaffirm
ing the old or announcing a new poli y. 

Had we built our ampaign ·olcl y upon the White 
Paper, we would have been greatly di omfiled by 
these maneuver . The temptation wa ver great and 
so was the pre ure, c pecially from man ection of 
American Jewry, even from gr up { Zionist who 
should have known better. Our campaign, however, was 
launched on the positive program o{ the Jewi h Com
monwealth, and the reason, for thi: were clear. \ hether 
the Jew had or did not have the righl to free immi
gration into Pale tine wa predicated in the la t analy is 
on whether they had or did not have lhe right to re
build Pale Line as a Jewish ommonwealth. In re trict
ing Jewi h immigration into Pal tine for a term of 
year leading up to total prohibition, the \ hile Paper 
had violated no ab tract law of ju tice or humanity 
unle one regard all re Lriction or prohibition of im
migration anywhere in the world as a iolation of 
ab olute and inalienable human right . Many other 
countrie , and some much larger than Pale tine, were 
sharply restricting immigration or were altogether 

do ed to immigration, and Pale tine had admitted more 

refugees than a half-dozen countries ten time its ize 

combined. The v hite Paper thu ould not logically 

be attacked on any other ground but that which we 

took, namely, that Pale tine wa hi tori ally the land 

of the .Jewish peopk, that the nation of the world had 
Eormall r cogni,cd thi,; hi Lorie connection o[ the 
Jewi h p ople \\ ith Palestine and their right to return 
to it and to rebuild it ali their national homeland. 

The nati nal homeland wa , b the testimon , of the 
responsible politi al lcad~r of th principal nations 
who were instrumental in pro laiming it, ynon mou 
with the on pt of a Jcwi ·h ommonwealth, a term 
which th y, in fa L, frequenlly emplo d. Thee tablish
ment of Pale tine a the Jcwi h ational Home and its 
development into an autonomou J wi ·h Common
wealth, or in oth r word , the recognition of Pale tine 
a a Jewi ·h . tale a ·oon a · it became a .Jewi ·h tate in 
fact, that i , a o n as the Jew. , given full opportunity, 
had made it uch. Thi thought runs like a dominant 
refrain through the de laration of m t of tho e who 
had a hand in the fa hioning of the Balfour D laration 
and the landate. Thi fact i clearly a knm ledged in 
the RCJ ort of the Pale. tine Ro •al ommi ion, ~ hich 
tated, "It is bviou that Hi · Maje ty' Government 

could not c mmit itsc1f to the e tabli hment of a Jew
i h ' tate. It ou]d only undertake to facilitate the 
gr wth fa I [om . It would depend mainly on the zeal 
and en erpri e of the Jew whether the Home would 
grow big nough to become a tate." 

The Report then proceed to quote Lio cl Ge rge who 
wa Prime lini tcr at the time of the i suancc of the 
Balfour De laration to the cffe t that "if the Jew had 
meanwhile re ponded to the opportunity afforded them 
by the idea of a national home and had become a defi
nite majority of the inhabitants, then Pale tine would 
thu become a Jewi h Commonwealth." The Report 
al o quote Pre idem Wil on, General mut , Lord 
Robert Cecil, ir Herbert amuel, Mr. Win ton Chur
chill to the ame effect, saying that "they poke or wrote 
in term that could onl mean that they contemplated 
the eventual e tabli hment of a Jewi h tate," and 
"that leading Briti h new papers were equally explicit 
in their comment on the Declaration." 

The ground which we accordingly took wa that 
Great Britain had accepted a mandate to admini ter 
Pale ·tine with a clear under Landing and with the 
. pecific mmitment that it would devote it elf to thi 
clearly defined end by facilitating Jewi h immigration 
and by encouraging doe settlement by Jew on the 
land. The c commitment the White Paper gro ly vio
lated in letter and in pirit. Jewish zeal and enterpri e 
were never permitted by the Mandatory power to de
v lop the country "big enough" to become a Jewish 



State, and the \Vhite Paper of 1939 would for all time 
put an end to the pos ibility of the Jewish people ever 
building their tate there. The po ition ·which we took 
-the only logical position we could take-was that not 

merely the White Paper of 1939 was unacceptable, but 
that any White Paper which makes difficult or impos
. ible the establishment of the Jewish Commonwealth 
in the horte t po ible time was unacceptable. 

Why We Had to Reassert Our Basic Program 

WE felt that it was necessary from ever point of 
view, even from the purely "philanthropic- re cue

refugee" point of view, to rea sert in the clearest 
po ible term our basic legal and hi toric rights to 
Pale tine, right which were fully under tood and ac
knowledged twenty-five years ago, but which in the 
interim had been whittled down, legali tically twi ted 
and distorted, and by the mo t violent dialectics re
duced in such a way that were the pre ent policy to 
remain in force, Pale tine, far from ever becoming a 
Jewi h ational Home, would in fact become an Arab 

ational Home-a term by the way, which wa ne er 
employed nor even contemplated either in the Balfour 
Declaration or in the Palestine Mandate. It would be 
an Arab State in which the Jews would con titute a 
small and frozen minority, po e sed of uch minority 
group right as Jew , following the last war, came to 
po ess in Poland, Rumania, Yugo lavia, Austria, 
Greece, and el ewhere, rights which proved such 
broken and lamentable reeds to lean on. 

Cynici m had gone so far in official circles that it 
had become the practice in highe t quarters and in the 
publications of official Briti h Information Services to 
sugge t that such a minority tatu for the Jews of 
Pale tine actually represented the fulfillment of what 
was originally contemplated b the program for the 
establishment of the Jewish ational Home. Thi sys
tematic frittering away of a great hi toric ideal and a 
grave and olemn international obligation voluntarily 
assumed by the mandatory power, had to be decisively, 
forcibly and dramatically exposed and rejected. The 
attempt had to be made to revere the whole trend. 
The whole subject had to be brought back to basi 
and original con ideration . 

Unilateral interpretation by the Colonial Office 
which had been forced upon the Jewish people and 
the world had to be rejected in toto. We had to begin to 
. peak again in clear and unmi takable term of a Jewish 
State, of a Jewi h Commonwealth, a we did a quarter 
of a century ago, and for centuries before then, and 
a our people will continue to do until the Jewish 

tate finally become a reality. This, we a urned, was 
the mandate of Jewish history. Thi wa our re pon-

sibility to the Jewish people of today and to the gen
erations yet unborn. This was the classic Zionist solu
tion of the tragic and anomalous position of the Jews 
in the world. This was Zionism. This was the imper
ishable vision of Herzl: 

The Jewish State i essential to the world; it 
will therefore be created. Am I stating what is not 
yet the case? m I in advance of my time? Are 
the suffering of the Jews not yet great enough? 
... If the pre ent generation is too dull to under-
tand it rightly, a future, a finer, and a better gen

eration will ari e to under tand it. The Jews who 
wi h for a state hall have it, and they will deserve 
it. 

Thi wa • our guiding motif in all of our efforts dur
ing thi past ear. We furthermore took the ground 
that the nited tates had definite commitments in 
Palestin , not merely moral commitment in so far as 
President Wilson had a hand in the issuance of the 
Balfour Declaration and the American people had, 
through the Joint Resolution of the Congre s of the 
United State in 1922, approved of it, but also specific 
legal commitment . Under the terms of a eparate Con
vention with Great Britain in 1924, the American Gov
ernment had ratified both the Balfour Declaration and 
the Mandate over Pale tine tating that "the United 
States con ents to the administration of Palestine by 
Hi Britannic Maje ty, pur uant to the Mandate recited 
above." In recognition of Pale tine's "special situation 
and the intere t of the Jewi h ational Home," the 
United tates waived, with regard to Palestine, certain 
economic claim on which it had in i ted in the case 
of all other mandate . Our government had further
more in isted that the Convention "shall not be affected 
b any modification in the term of the Mandate unless 
u h modification hall have been as ented to by the 
nited tate ." Our po ition wa that the Mandate had 

been violently modified and, that in fact, its true pur
po e had been di torted, and that the United States 
had neither been consulted about any modifications 
nor had a ented to them. 



Zionism - Answer to a Perennial Refugee Problem 

NOR could w properly put our ca e on a purely 
refugee or a ylum ba is. Thi wa not Zioni m. 

The problem of Jewish refugee ha been with u ince 
the beginning of the diaspora. It i the ad and inc ·ca

pable by-product of exile and national homele ne . It 

is the very thing which Zioni m attempt to olve not by 

finding new a ylum or immigration opportunitie , here 
and there, but by triking at th very ro t of the prob

lem-at the fact of Galut itself, Galut which creates in 

every age and in every land, ooner or later, a J ewi h 

refugee problem. It should be remem bercd- and Zion

ist sometimes forget this fact in their eagerness to er e 

a momentary expediency and to achieve a slight mo

mentary gain-it should be remembered that Herzlian 

Zionism developed at a time when there were large 

immigration opportunitie for Jew in man parts of 
the world. Zionism did not come in re pon e to an im

migration pre sure. 

In pre-Hitler day , the Jews of German , u tria, 

Czechoslovakia, France, Holland and other land were 
not thinking of emigration. The f It them elve. 

thoroughly at home and fully adju tcd in their re pec
tive countrie . Bute ent ha e now d mon trated that 

Zioni m should have been a much of a con ern to 

them as to the Jew in countrie where unfavorable 
political and economic condition did timulate emi

gration. long a we, a a people, po e no tr ng 

national center, as long a we remain nationally home
le s, e ery Je, i h community an where in the world, 

regardle of it momentary or prolonged favorable 
tatu , i under the manifold threat of Galut. \ ith hi 

cu tomary clairvoyance H rd pointed out- and I quote 

him again becau e the more you return to that giant, 
the more you are amazed at hi prophetic in ight, hi 

clairvoyance, his profound gra p of the fundamental 
fact in Jewi h experien e-Herzl p inted out that "the 

longer anti- emitism lie in abe anc the more fiercely 

it will break out." 

There are many Jew who till beguile them elve 

today with the comforting thought that Jcwi h per e

cutions will end with the advance of civilization. It i , 

however, a fundamental error to a ume that Jewish 
persecutions occur only in dark age , among backward 

peoples. The expul ion of the Jew from pain took 
p lace at the height of the Renai sance in one of the 

mo t gloriou and exciting centurie of the world when 
cience, art, cholar hip and exploration were in full 

tide and when Spain, as well as Portugal, was en joying 

an illustriou period of great literature, intellectual 

ferment and unprecedented exploration and coloniza-

tion. And the mo t terrif ing and b tial Jewi h perse
cution of all time took place in the twenti th centur , 
and of all place , in the mo t "advan ed" countr in 
Europe- Germany! ... 

There i prevalent am ng our people a glib notion 

that our i ju. t another minority problem, like all 
other , which , ill be olv d wh n politi al progre 
catches up with it. Thi i fal ·e. Our i • a unique minor

ity problem, { r we are a minorit e\er where and we 

have no national homeland anywhere. Our i a unique

ly abnormal tatu , and therefore anti-minority preju

dice ha c ele tive killing effe t up nu , like omc ub-
tance which leave n rmal ti ·. ue ell · unharm d but 

are deadl to a :pc ific abnormal ti su . 1 ational home
le ne i the problem. ational re. toration i~ the o
lution. 

Thus we concluded that on the ve f the great 
international adju tment and ori ntation. whi h the 

c nd World War wa de tin d L bring about and at 
a time when tr mcndou de i. ion would un<l ubtedl 

be made afie ting the future of nation. , large and small, 
for generation t come, it would be the height of folly 

for u Lo onfine our demand to a matter of immigra
tion chedulcs and certifi ate and not to present our 
full ca e and our ba ic hi torical need. and right to the 

tribun I of Ameri an and world public opinion. 

A r D here I should like to ay, that the ound en e 

l""l. of merican Jewry fully gra peel the ignifi ance 

of the J ewi h ommonwealth i uc and th re fore made 

it central in the deliberati n and in the deci ions of 

the American Jewish Conference. The encmie of our 

cau e likewi ·c gra ped it full ignifi an c when they 

finally re olved to break away from the onference and 

to di credit it over this very i ue. \Vhatever el e of ig

nificance the Ameri an Jewi ·h on{ r nee will have to 

its credit when the hi torian finally come to trike the 

balance, the overwhelming endor ment which thi 

great democratic and repre entative a cmbly of Amer

ican Jew gave to the idea of the Jewi h Commonwealth 
will tand out a it mo ·t ignificant achievement. Apart 

from its other achie ement, thi alone would have fully 

justified its existence. 

The ound judgment of American Jewry which i 

today far more politically literate and mature than it 

was a generation ago, refu ed to permit it elf to be 

turned a ide from the urgent and imperative re pon i

bility and opportunity to peak out in re olute appro al 
of the one fundamental olution for the manifold ill 

which affiict J ewish life in all part of the world: it re-



fused to be turned aide by any spunous pleas of ex
pediency, of pre erving unity in . merican Jewry, by 
questions of "timeliness" and other speciou arguments 
and threats. The American Jewish Conference fully 
grasped the urgency of the problems of rescue and relief, 
but it saw them in their true historic perspective. It 
devoted itself both to the temporary and the permanent 

olution without acrificing one to the other. 
The endorsement of the Jewish Commonwealth by 

the merican Jewish Conference was powerfully help
ful in all our work during the year. American political 
leader correctly apprai ed the compo ition and char
acter of the Conference and the collective will registered 
there in behalf of the Jewish Commonwealth. 

The Councif s Public Relations Campaign 

THUS we concentrated all of our efforts during the 
year on explaining to the American people and to 

our Government the aims and the rea ons for a Jewish 
Commonwealth. I cannot give you a detailed report 
here. Much of our activity is known to you. We circu
lated books, tracts, pamphlets, press relea es by the 
thousands, by the tens of thousands, by the hundreds of 
thousands. We placed our literature in every key center 
in our country. \Ve interviewed editors, writer, news 
commentators and others who help mold public opin
ion. We arranged meetings throughout the country, sent 
speakers to tell our story and organized large and im
pressive conferences. A great demonstration meeting 
was held under our au pices in Madison Square Gar
den on the eve of the White Paper's effective date. It 
was to the non-Jewish world that we directed our atten
tion principally, and in this we had the invaluable co
operation of the American Pale tine Committee headed 
by that staunch friend, Senator Robert F. \Vagner, and 
of the Christian Council for Palestine. 

We placed every month, a very helpful political bul
letin, "Palestine," so ably edited by Mr. Louis Lipsky, 
in the hands of 16,000 leaders in American educational, 
political and religious life. To counteract the legend 
which had been studiously cultivated in Wa hington 
and which was accepted in the highest circles that Pal
estine was a starved little country, about the size of a 
handkerchief, and that to send people there in large 
numbers was to consign them to wretched poverty and 
starvation, we publicized in every way Dr. Lowder
milk's magnificent book, "Palestine, Land of Promise," 
which has now gone through five edition in the United 
States and been republished in England, and which has 
made innumerable converts and friends for our cause. 
Under the auspices of our Council an impressive dinner 
was tendered to Dr. Lowdermilk in Wahington, at
tended by many cientists and government officials. This 
was the second important meeting which was held in 
our national capital, the first-an all-day session-hav
ing been held under the auspices of the American Pal
estine Committee and the Christian Council for Pales-

tine, attended by leading Christian laymen and min
i ter from all parts of the country and climaxed by an 
impre sive dinner in the evening, addressed by fore
mo t men in the political and religious life of America. 
A third very successful regional conference was held last 
Tue day in Philadelphia, and I have heard nothing but 
glowing reports from our friends in Philadelphia of the 
quality and character and effectiveness of this confer
ence in their city. Four other such conferences in other 
part of the country are scheduled to take place in the 
coming weeks. 

Extensive publicity was al o given to the Jordan Val
ley Authority project and to the engineering studies 
and the important work of economic planning for irri
gati n, power and development which are being carried 
on by the Commi sion on Pale tine Surveys under the 
direction of Ir. Emanuel eumann. Our purpose was 
clear: to di ipate the £al e propaganda which has been 
pread concerning Pale tine' limited absorptive ca

pacity as an argument for the retention of the White 
Paper and the curbing of immigration into Palestine. 
To a marked degree we have been succe ful in com
batting this argument. 

• A pecial and ucce sful activity was carried on 
among the ranks of American labor, in which we had 
the eager and mo t generous a i tance of the leaders of 
organiLed labor in the United States. 

. The Emergency Council published last week a very 
important volume, " merica and Palestine," a volume 
of o er 500 pages, giving the hi tory of America's deep 
and continuous intcre tin the Jewish National Home 
o er a period of many year , including all important 
documents bearing on the ubject and recording the 
opinion of over 400 members of the present Congress 
of the United State -77% of the entire body-in favor 
of_ our movement. This volume will now be widely dis
tributed and placed wherever it will do the most good. 

The manifold activities of the Emergency Council 
have _been supplemented, of course, by the very effective 
and important Zionist propaganda which was carried 
on throughout the country by the Zionist Organization 
of America, as well as by Hadassah, the Mizrachi and 



the Poale Zion. The Emergency Council is no more than 
the political arm of the e national organizations, in 
whose behalf and by who e authority it functions. It is 
not a membershi p body. The leaders of the Zioni t 
Organization of merica are quite naturall leader 
also within the Emergency Council. 

There were many other activities which were carried 
on, which becau e of their confidential nature cannot 
be publicly di cu sed. In political work, generally, per
son in charge are at a certain di advantage bccau c 
they cannot, for rea on of public p lie , report on 
man matt r a fully a they would lik to. 

The Introduction of the Palestine Resolutions 

OUR main activity during the first part of the year 
was the introduction of the Palestine Resolutions 

in Congress. Why did we do that? So many people, e pe
cially when it looked for a time a though the resolu
tions would be defeated, were eager to pounce upon us 
by their post-mortem, so-to-speak, their after-thought 
wisdom, to criticize us for having dared to take such a 
dangerous step, fraught with such erious consequences. 
We did it for this reason: if our cau e wa to be placed 
on the national and international agenda, if the atten
tion of the American people and of the world wa e er 
to be drawn forcibly to our problem on the eve of the 
effective date of the White Paper, and if the official 
silence in Washington was ever to be broken, the mo t 
effective-perhaps the only-way in which it could be 
done, was by producing the discus ion of our problem in 
the world's greatest forum of opinion-the Congre of 
the United States. What happens there i new, national 
and international. In fact, the very di cu ion of a 
problem before such a forum is a political event. 

Our investigation indicated beyond any rea onable 
doubt that sentiment among the member of Congress 
was highly favorable. Our nation-wide poll, taken by 
our three hundred community contact group all over 
the country, before we introduced the Re olutions, 
made it clear that when and if the Re olutions came to 
a vote they would pass by very large ma jori tie . No bilJ 
was ever ushered into Congre under more favorable 
auspices. The introduction of the Wright-Compton 
Resolution into the House was preceded by enthu iastic 
statements of endorsement on the part of both the ma
jority and minority leader . Even more dramatic was 
the setting of the Senate Re olution, sponsored by 
Senators Wagner and Taft. Moving speeches of support 
were delivered on the floor by the majority and minority 
leaders of the Senate. 

We called into play the splendid apparatus of our 
local emergency committees which we had been care
fully building up for months. No tribute deserving 
enough can be paid to these local leaders for the devo
tion and intelligence with which they responded to our 

call. Both Congres men and veteran new ·papermen 
commented with urpri e on the amount of national 
intere t which had been arou ed. One of the gratifying 
feature of the campaign was the large proportion of 
communication , literally ten of thou and of them, 
from non-Jewish organization and individuals. 

Hearing on our Re olution were held before the 
Foreign Affairs Committee of the Hou e for four da 
in the month of February. The chief poke men, the 
repre entati es of our Movement, were u h members 
of the Zioni t Organization of America a Dr. , ise, Dr. 
Gold tein, Mr. Herman hulman, Mr. Loui Lip ky, 
Dr. HelJer, and fr. Emanuel eumann, who pre entcd 
our ca e and acquitted themselve with di tinction, be
sides the fine rcpre cntatives of the Hada ah, the f iz
rachi, the P ale Zion, a well a other , not identified 
with these organization . A a re ult, the fficially pub
Ii hed hearing of the House Foreign Affair Committee 
contain one of the most complete, well-documented 
and con incing tatement of our came to be found 
anywhere in Zioni t literature. The very exi ·ten e of 
that official government re ord i a mo t important 
achievement. The inclusion in it of the Arab and anti
Zioni t arguments serve but to trengthen our po ition. 
No di pa sionate person reading thi rec rd can with
stand the conclu ion that the Zioni. t ca e i un hakable. 

The intervention of the War Department, a you 
well know, brought about a po tponement of legi la
tive action for military rea on . And when that hap
pened I began looking around for a hide-out, a fox-hole, 
for myself and my colleague . The re olutions will no 
doubt come up for action as oon as Congre recon
venes. The military objection were withdrawn three 
days ago. We had to wait patiently for months before 
this gratifying new finally reached u in a letter which 
Secretary of War Stirn on sent to cnator Taft. on
gressman Bloom, Chairman of the Foreign Affair Com
mittee announced in the public pres thi morning that 
he is bringing up the Palestine Re olutions before the 
Committee for action, on ovember 15, the day after 
Congress reconvenes. 



THE deferment of the Resolutions made it more 
than ever imperative to get an expression of the 

views of our government without delay, lest th~ post
ponement of action on the Resolutions be expl01ted by 
our enemies. Concerted protests, from a number of 
Arab States, you will remember, were reaching Wash
ington-inspired protests-and they synchronized wi~h 
the deferment action. Here again the country made it
self heard. The result was the highly important state
ment of the President of the United States which, at an 
interview on March 9, 1944, he authorized the Co-Chair
men of the Emergency Council, to issue in his name: 

The President authorized us to say that the 
American government has never give!1 its 3:pproval 
to the White Paper of 1939. The President 1s happy 
that the doors of Palestine are today open to Jew
ish refugees and that when future decisions are 
reached, full ju tice will be done t~ those who seek 
a Jewi h ational Home, for which our govern
ment and the American people have always had 
the deepest sympathy and today more than ever, 
in view of the tragic plight of hundred of thou
sands of homeless Jewish Refugees. 

This statement represented the first break for u ove1 
a period of many years and was the preli~inary to an 
even more important announcement which you were 
privileged to listen to today. . . 

It should be pointed out that this statement of Presi
dent Roosevelt is fundamentally different in character 
from American pro-Zionist pronouncements made in 
previous years. Such earlier pronouncements were 
always pre urned to be in the nature of endorsements 
of a British policy for which Britain herself had been 
anxious to get international approval and sanction .. T~e 
situation in 1944 was radically different because Braam 
had reversed its policy. The Presidential statement of 
March 9 was not one of approval of British policy but 
rather an expression of reproof and represented for the 
fir t time a divergence of viewpoint. It was, in fact, the 
fir t time that the American Government took a posi
tion on the Palestine question which was at variance 
with the current British position. And it came on top 
of all the Arab protests-as if in reply and rejection of 
them. From this viewpoint the President's declaration 
was of great historic significance. 

The Resolution and the Party Planks 

FROM Wahington the scene of our_ political activi
ties shifted, in the summer, to Chicago where the 

National Conventions of both national parties were 
scheduled. 

We believed that the favorable sentiment of the 
American people for our cause, the expres ion of which 
was for the time being deferred in the halls of Congress, 
should be heard at the great political conventions. 
What happened is now hi tory. The two magnificent 
planks which were included in the political platforms 
of both parties, represented an act unprecedented in 
American political hi tory. It again dramatically served 
notice on the world that the American people was over
whelmingly in sympathy with the aims of the Zionist 
Movement. The ignificance of these planks as well as 
of the Pre ident's declaration of March 9, did not es
cape the attention of the Arab leaders. 

Some bitter foes of Zioni m, ome among our own 
people, have tried to con ole them elves with the 
thought that these planks are only the products of an 
election year. Foe of Zionism in Great Britain have also 
hugged thi illusion to their bosoms. The fact of the 
matter is, however, that whenever a consensus of Amer
ican public opinion on Palestine was taken, it was over
whelmingly in favor of our movement. The Congres-

sional Re olution on Palestine which was unanimously 
pa ed in 1922, was not passed in an election year. Time 
and again great national labor conventions, church con
vention and conferences of other important bodies 
which reflect the thought of America, have voted warm 
endor ement o( our cause. It is regrettable that our State 
Department has not, through the years, been responsive 
to this sentiment of the American people and Congress. 
Our cau e would then be far more advanced than it i 
today. There ha always been an unfortunate contradic
tion between American official pronouncements favor
ing the Jewish National Home and concrete action or 
lack of action. We publicized the pronouncements. We 
did not sufficiently publiciLe the lack of action. 

In passing, it should be noted that our cause has pow
erful friends in both political parties. We have suc
ceeded in getting a friendly hearing from all groups in 
American public life because of the absolutely non
parti an character of our Movement. The Zionist Move
ment of the United States is committed to no political 
party. This non-parti an character of our Movement is 
a political asset which we hould zealously preserve. 

American Zionists, in the exercise of their privileges 
a American citizens, will vote for one party or another, 
for one candidate or another. American Zionists are to 

I 
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be found in the ranks of both the Democratic and Re
publican and other parties, and when they peak in 
endorsement of one political party or another, they do 
so not as Zionist spokesmen, but as American citizen . 

Thi i fully under tood by the leader of both political 
partie and becau e of it we have been gi en hearty co
operation b both partie . n other policy would be 
perilou and in the long run disastrou . 

The Roosevelt Statement-Climax of the Year 

T ODAY you were privileged to behold with your 
own eyes the climax of a year's work on your part 

and on our part, along this well-defined, clearly thought
out line which we have been pursuing during the entire 
year. The message which the President of the United 
States sent through Senator \Vagner to the convention 
of the Zionist Organization of merica, will remain one 
of the most important Zioni t documents, one of the 
most important Jewish documents, in the archives of 
our people. 

It is a complete statement of the Zionist position, only 
one not made by an official Zionist, but by the President 
of the United States! And it is not only a statement of 
a position but back of it is a pledge of one of the great 
personalities of our age, a pledge to work for its achieve
ment-" ... if re-elected I hall help to bring about its 
realization." 

The importance of this statement cannot be over
estimated. It will not be under-estimated in London, in 
Jerusalem, in Cairo, in any other part of the world. It 
put America clearly behind our program for the crea
tion of a Jewish Commonwealth. Think what wonder
ful new vistas that opens up for us for the immediate 
future, and for the long <la s ahead, and what a uperb 
vindication that is of the position which we took, of 
the position which we maintained in spite of all criti
cism, in spite of all deprecation-what a vindication of 
the line and the program and the technique which we 
maintained all through the year! 

You will recall a year ago at the American Jewish 
Conference the timid soul , even among our own, even 
among our Zionist leader , who said, "Oh, don't talk 
about a Jewi h Commonwealth; it i premature; it is 
extreme; it will alienate friends; you will never get a 
hearing in Washington." If, on the platform of the 
Waldorf-Astoria a year ago I would have arisen and 
said that within twelve months the Pre ident of the 
United States would come out and declare, "I am for a 
free and democratic Jewish Commonwealth," they 
would have laughed me to scorn as a madman. We were 
the extremist Zionists then, the doctrinaire , the im
practical people! ... 

Well now the program of the extremists and the doc-

trinaire ha be ome the accepted political po ition of 
the greate t power on earth-the United States of 
America. I peak of thi becau e there is a le on in it 
for us Zioni. t for the future. We may have such mo
ment recurring time and again. Don't compromi eon 
basic Jewi h right , for the ake of expediency, for the 
sake of a puriou unit I Demand what our people is 
hi torically entitled to demand, all of it; insist on it, 
work for it, and wait! 

WE shall continue to pres energetically from here 
on for the implementation of the Jewish Com

monwealth. \Ve regard that as the statesmanlike solu
tion, not alone of our problem but of a world problem 
which ha plagued and will continue to plague the 
p litical life and conscience of mankind. It is the right 
olution not alone for the Jewish people but for the 

quickenin and vivification of the political, economic 
and ocial life of the entire Near East-one of the great 
undeveloped areas of the world which fairly cries for 
development in order that health and a higher tandard 
of living may be brought to an impoverished, di ease
ridden and appallingly illiterate population. 

Jews are coming to that part of the world not as ex
ploiter to drain away it wealth, but to create wealth 
and well-being. Jew are coming there as settlers and 
coloni ts to cooperate with the Arab in a great coopera
tive enterprise for mutual profit and common benefit. 
We are the friends of the Arab, perhap the only truly 
disinterested friends they have, for we come with no 
imperiali tic purpose . We come to invest our own sub
stance and our own skills, our own sweat and blood in 
that small corner of the vast world of the ear East 
which is historically ours, and in the process, we hope 
to timulate the development of all the adjacent Arab 
lands. We should like nothing better than to extend 
a hand of friend hip and helpfulness to the Arab 
peoples roundabout. We are eager to cooperate with 
the Arabs in all good will and sincerity. The Arabs in 
the Jewish Commonwealth will enjoy full and equal 
rights; their cultural and religious group life will be 
afeguarded. We respect the legitimate aspirations of 

the Arab States and peoples toward political independ-



ence and unity. We do not combat these aspirations. 
On the contrary, a Jewi h Palestine can help them. 

It is our hope that the Arabs will return to their true 
and fundamental line of national intere t which was 
well under tood by the great leaders of their race at the 
time of the Balfour Declaration and which made of King 
Feisal an understanding friend of our cause. From this 
line, unfortunately, the Arabs deviated sharply when 
they became disillusioned by the failure of the Allies 
to live up to the promises which were made to them 

touching their full political independence in Syria, 
Iraq and elsewhere. The future destiny of the Arab 
peoples and of their civilization which once was the 
glory and the envy of the entire world does not rest upon 
the submergence and absorption of the little country 
of Palestine into the complex of Arab states. But the 
future destiny of the Jewish people and of its civiliza
tion quite definitely rests upon the re-establishment of 
their national life in Palestine. To the Arabs, Palestine 
is at best but on the periphery of their national life. To 
the Jewish people it is the ine qua non. 

The United Nations and Palestine 

T HE three great powers who are assuming the grave 
re ponsibility for the new world order which is to 

be fashioned after this war must, as temporary trustees 
for the community of nations, assume re ponsibility also 
for the final ettlement of Palestine and must take into 
consideration all the above factors. It is hardly con
ceivable that the final decision will be left to Great 
Britain exclusively. Palestine is not a colony of Great 
Britain. Great Britain has never been more than a 
trustee under a specific mandate from fifty-two nations. 
France, Russia, the United States and other countries 
were closely consulted before the Balfour Declaration 
was issued. Pale tine and the solution of the Jewish 
problem were always regarded as of international con
cern. The ear and Middle Ea t is an area in which 
the interests of both the United States and Russia as 
well as of Great Britain have been expanding in recent 
years. 

It is questionable whether Great Britain alone, un
aided by the cooperation of the United States and per
haps Russia, can, in the light of her experience in the 
admini tration of Palestine in the la t quarter of a cen
tury, adopt a new line which will achieve the de ired 
result. The traditional approach of the Colonial Office 
to the que tion-that of appeasing the Arabs for the sake 
of holding them loyal to the Empire-offers no promise 
what oever of a sati factory solution. It is in fact a 
bankrupt solution. It did not win that loyalty for which 
Jewi h right were so consi tently sacrificed, as British 
experience during the war with Arab non-cooperation 
and in ome in tances actual treachery in Iraq, Egypt 
and yria, amply demonstrate . Nor were the Indian 
Mo lems won over. Were there no que tion of a Jewish 
National Home in Palestine today, the position of 
Great Britain in the Middle East would be no whit 
more secure. The Arab problem as far as the Empire 

is concerned is actually only remotely connected with 
Palestine, though Arab nationalism for purposes of 
propaganda has sought to create a contrary impression. 

British declarations of sympathy in favor of an Arab 
Federation have behind them the motive of the expan
sion of British influence in a more or less unified Arab 
world, to the exclusion of all other influences. Arab 
conference have so far indicated no basis for federation 
or unity except agreement on opposition to Zionism. 
Arab politician have sought to make political capital 
for them elves by vying with one another in the degree 
of their opposition to Zionism. Those in Great Britain 
who advocate an Arab Federation may be inclined still 
further to sacrifice the Jewish ational Home to this 
Arab-oriented imperial policy. If that is the prevailing 
opinion in Briti h Government circles, which we how
ever refuse to credit, then certainly Great Britain, which 
holds an international trust for Palestine, should be 
asked by her great allies not to decide the matter with
out con ultation with them. We believe however that 
there is much goodwill for our cause, especially in the 
highe t political circles, in Great Britain, and our con
fidence in the great, dynamic leader of his people, Mr. 
Winston Churchill, remains unshaken. 

T HE United States has large and growing interests in 
the Middle East, hitherto regarded as exclusively a 

British sphere of influence. Through the Middle East 
Supply Center, our government is participating actively 
in helping to meet the economic needs of the countries 
of that region. We have built important military bases 
and American troop are found everywhere there. We 
have sent advi ers to some of the Middle Ea tern coun
tries, a Minister to Saudi Arabia and another to Syria 
and Lebanon. An American agricultural mission and 
a military mission were sent to Ibn Saud and the latter's 



two sons visited the United States last ear. We extended 
lend-lease aid, especially in Saudi Arabia. During thi 
year the announcement was made that the United tates 
Government intended to build a pipeline between the 
Saudi Arabian fields and the Mediterranean. The plan 
for a government project was finally abandoned in favor 
of private construction assisted by government loans, 
and the line may be built after the war. 

It seems clear that the economic and therefore the 
political influence of the United States in the Middle 
East is bound to increase markedly in the coming years. 
America has a definite stake in the peace, progress and 
prosperity of that very important segment of the world 
of which Palestine is a part. Palestine becau e of the 
enterprise, skill, scientific equipment and the advanced, 
progressive character of the Jewish population, can be
come a dynamo of energy for the rapid development 
of that entire area. There is a close bond of sympath 
between the Yishuv and the United States. Palestine 
can become a friendly outpost for legitimate American 
interests in the Middle East. 

The Soviet Union, too, is increasingly interested in 
the Middle East. It wishes to come closer to the Medi
terranean world. It has sent an ambassador to Egypt and 
another to French Africa. It has recognized the Repub
lics of Syria and Lebanon and has e tabli bed diplo
matic relations with them. This growing interest ha 
been reflected also in a noticeably changed attitude 
towards Zionism. There is a friendlier approach and a 
desire to become more fully acquainted with Zionist 

objectives and Jewi h achievements in Pale tine. Am
bassador Maisky's vi it to Pale tine was significant and 
other approaches have followed. 

Great Britain will undoubtedly retain a powerful 
po ition in the Middle East after the war, the United 
States and the Soviet Union to les er degree . A com
mon policy on the part of the major power who are 
being called upon today to pool their thinking and to 
take common action on many international i ues
some of them far graver, more involved and difficult 
than that of Pale tine-would make po ible a deci ive 
olution, dictated by true state manship and backed by 

overwhelming authority. Together, they could brush 
aside all the tangled web of di ingenuou ne s, legal 
hufHing and obstructionism with which a todgy co

lonial bureaucrac ha surrounded and almo t tiflcd 
a noble and enkindling ideal. They would not only pro
claim the Jewi h Commonwealth, but would extend to 
it that material aid and credit which they will undoubt
edly extend to other countrie to a si t them in building 
or rebuilding their national economy. The e tabli h
ment of the Jewish Commonwealth would then be part 
of a comprehen ive program of effective aid, political 
and economic, to the neighboring Arab countrie which 
would thu enter a new era of political independence 
and economic growth and pro perity. 

We pray that there may be enough i ion and large
heartedne among the leader of the great power to 
see the problem of Pale tine in it true per pc tive, and 
to a t ac ordingly. 

Why We Must Press for an Immediate Decision 
A ND to act nowt The war in Europe i approaching 

J-1. its end. Decisions mu t be taken even now with 
regard to the repatriation or re ettlcment of the Jew 
who are still alive in the liberated countrie . Plan are 
now being made by bodies like UNRRA and the Inter
Governmental Committee on Refugee for the move
ment of refugees after the war. Mo t Jewi h refugees 
wish to go to Palestine. The persistence of the White 
Paper policy will produce plans for the re ettlement of 
Jews which may prove impractical and futile or which 
will do violence to the preference of the refugees them
selves. Sir Clifford Heathcote-Smith, representative in 
Italy of the Inter-Governmental Committee on Refu
gees, declared regretfully that "only a few of the refu
gees in Italy had volunteered to accept Italian citizen
ship, and that mo t of them wish to go to Palestine." 
He didn't like it. He thought they were victims of Zion
ist propaganda. 

one of the refugee from Germany wished to return 
there, and only a few from Au tria were willing to go 
back to that country. Mr. David chweitzer, of the 
American Hias-Jca Emigration A o iation (Hicem), 
the large t non-Zioni t Jewi h emigration agency, has 
recently declared: "The Jew of Europe do not engage 
in debate for or again t Pale tine, but only think of 
po ibilities of reaching it." And he pointed out that 
one important factor influencing the refugees in center
ing their attention on Pale tine was their de ire to 
"bring up their children in the Jewi h Home Land." 

But the certificate available under the White Paper 
quota are coming to an end. oon the doors will be 
do ed in fact. A prompt deci ion is imperative. 

Political deci ion in the ear Ea t are not waiting 
upon the conclu ion of the ar. \Vitness the recognition 
of the independence of Syria and Lebanon in which 
our State Department cooperated so energetically. 



In addition, as has been pointed out in a memoran
dum which we submitted to our Government, there is 
grave cause for di quiet, touching the recent dispatch 
from Cairo, suggesting the possibility of a postponement 
of any decision in regard to Palestine not merely until 
the end of the European war, but even until the war in 
the Far East has been concluded. Not merely would this 
mean that possibly for a period of several years to come, 
the White Paper would govern in Palestine; not merely 
would it prolong the paralyzing state of uncertainty as 
far as Palestine is concerned; it would impose a disas
trous delay in the way of the transfer to Palestine of that 
part of European Jewry which seeks re ettlement there. 
The Arabs in the meantime are working actively. They 
are preparing to build up a large political propaganda 
against the J ewi h ational Home both here and 
abroad, of which the meeting of representative of Arab 
countries in Alexandria is but one example. The more 
time elapses, the more difficult the situation will be
come and the more remote the possibility of a favorable 
solution. For all these rea ons, accordingly, it is of the 
utmost importance that a new policy on Palestine 
should issue, and issue at once. 

W E are afraid that a new policy will not issue unless 
a new approach is made and a different attitude 

is adopted towards our problem by the great powers, 
especially by Great Britain and the United States. 

When David Ben-Gurion, that veteran leader of the 
Yishuv, addressing the opening session of the newly
elected As efat Hanivcharim, declared that the democ
racie have not even attempted to rescue Jew from ex
termination in German-dominated countries, he was 
stating the sad and simple truth. And by democracies 
he meant Great Britain and he meant the United States. 

The world was ilent at the ruin and outrage of a 
whole people which beggars all human speech, which 
is beyond word , beyond tears, beyond all utterable woe. 
Here and there one heard a feeble protest! Here and 
there a gesture of sympathy! But no uproar of outraged 
humanity, no furious outburst at the assassination of a 
people! A ten year cycle of slaughter and assault at the 
hands of a people and a government lost to all sense of 
shame or pity, which sacked and ravaged a thousand 
Jewish communities, slew three million men, women 
and children in horrible human abattoirs and crema
toriums, and filed the highway of the earth with hordes 
of frightened, fleeing refugees, evoked from the civilized 
world, from the democracie , from our own country, a 
few perfunctory acts of re cue which resulted in little 
more than nothing. A spiritual pal y seemed to have 
attacked the world, and the mildewed spirit of this 
mouldering age found all sorts of excuses for doing so 
little-legal difficultie , transportation difficulties, im-

migration laws and what not. owhere was there evi
dent a great moral exertion, nowhere an heroic enter
prise of the challenged spirit of man surmounting all 
the quiddities of technicalitie and all the barriers of 
routine. And so myriads of our precious sons and 
daughters perished who might otherwise be alive today! 

The story of the Evian and the Bermuda Conferences 
need not be rehear ed here. They belong to the shabby 
furniture of Heartbreak House of World \Var II. One 
can only recall the words of 1'v1iss Rathbone, that fine 
English woman who devotes herself so wholeheartedly 
to the cause of the refugees: "The conferences are not 
to blame; the nations who constituted them were to 
blame." The United States is not without its full share 
of blame for their abject failure. 

Did our country open its doors wide to rescue trapped 
and doomed men, women and children? Did our coun
try offer even temporary asylum to them in numbers 
commensurate with the enormity of the tragedy? 
Breckenridge Long, Assistant Secretary of State, sought 
to give such an impression at the hearings before the 
Foreign Affairs Committee last No ember. 

We are generous in our praise. We must also have 
the courage to blame, where blame is due. 

Actually the number of immigrants who came to the 
United State in the ten year , 1933-34, were some 
450,000 of whom about 270,000 came from Nazi-dom
inated countrie . Of them only 163,423 were Jews. In 
the years of slaughter, 1939 to 1942, only 60,000 Jews 
from Nazi-dominated countries reached the United 
States. Actually the number of vi as which were granted 
wa far below the quota allowed by our immigration 
laws and the number of immigrants who were admitted 
to the United States, in ome years, was only a small 
fraction of the number which could have been admitted 
under the quota. 

On September 26, Attorney General Biddle an
nounced that "for the fourteenth con ecutive year im
migration fell below the 100,000 mark and was sub
stantially le than the legal quota. Because of the war 
and transport difficulties only one twentieth of the 
quota for countries outside the Western Hemisphere 
was filled last year." Could not transport difficultie 
have been overcome, as they were in the case of a quarter 
of a million azi and Fa cist prisoners who were 
brought to this country during that ame period? The 
War Refugee Board came upon the cene, unfortunately 
too late, and though it tried earnestly and hard to help 
in rescue on a large scale, it wa doomed to meagre 
accomplishments. 

When the horrors of O wiecim, Treblinka and Mai
daneck became public knowledge, and the cry for free 
ports and temporary asylums was rai ed, an announce• 
ment was made by our government that it would per-



mit a thousand refugees to enter our country for the 
duration and that they would be kept in a detention 
camp until the end of the war. A thou and refugee -
and from area in Europe where they were already safe! 
Little Sweden in one month gave refuge to almost the 
entire Jewish population of Denmark- 9,000 oul -and 
did not put them in a detention camp! either did 
Mexico nor Canada, which al o allowed mall group 
of refugees to enter on a temporary basi . 

\,Ve worked hard, many organization worked hard, 
and made representation , but the bitter fact remains, 
good friends, that the mountain had labored and 
brought forth-Oswego! ... 

There is a sobering lesson here for tho e among u 
Jews who always maintain that it is easier to achieve 
results for our people on the purely humanitarian level 
- rescue and refugee aid - than on the political and 
national level. The fact is that all our repre entations 
to our government to help save a doomed people in any 
way whatsoever resulted in pitifully little. 

It is not that the people in Wa hington are ho tile 
to us. They are friendly and kindly dispo ed. They un
derstand the disaster which overtook our people. But 
they al o know that immigrants and refugee in large 
numbers are not wanted in the United tate . They will 
not be wanted anywhere after the war. 

THE frank facing of this truth is called for rather 
than self-flagellation for ineffectivene and di u

nity, or angry and helple s beating with our hand. and 
heads on the iron bars of unyielding reality. 

There have been variou carefully rea oned e timate'I 
of the number of Jews in Europe who will urvive thi 
war, of the number of di placed Jew who will be able 
or willing to return to their original homes an<l of the 
number of Jews for whom new homes will ha e to be 
ought. Concerning the latter category the e timate 

vary from one to two million. 
We may also be confronted in the coming year with 

an emigration problem in Arab countries. In the Mid
dle Ea t, with the development of Arab independence 
and the growth of extreme Arab nationali m, anti-Jew
ish tendencies have been on the increa e. In Yemen, 
where the Jews have lived for a thou and year, an 
oppre ive ituation developed in the la t generation 
or two, long before the proclamation of the Balfour 
Declaration. The Jew have been deprived of economic 
opportunities and subjected to in ult and degradation. 
In Yemen, persecution has been on a religiou basis. 

In Iraq the anti-Jewi h tendencie have gone along with 
the growth of extreme nationali m and have, in the 
last decade, been stimulated by fa cist ideas. The recent 
pro-Nazi Rashid Ali al-Gailani coup against the British 
wa accompanied by an attack against the Jews of Bag-

dad which has been de cribed as a veritable pogrom. 
We must be prepared to offer a ha en of r fuge to the 
Jew of the Orient. And who knows from what other 
lands? The po ition of no ingle Jewi h community in 
the world ha been improved by the cata trophic events 
of the last decade. 

Where are the new home for thee one to two million 
Jew of Europe and po ibl many other from Oriental 
countries, to be found? \Vho wants the e immigrant ? 
,vho will welcome them? Po t-war ·ettlemen t may in
volve certain roup tran fer of population aero na
tional border in an effort to olve the difficult problem 
of minoritie ·, but they are not likel to inau urate a 
program of free immigration for <li pla ed people who 
wi h to find new h me . The official , ho arc dealing 
with the problem of po t-war re ettlement of refugees 
are fully aware of this fact. They know that there will 
be very few countrie open to Jewi h immigration after 
the war. ccordingly they point hopefully from time 
to time to the po . ibility of colonizing Jcwi h immi
grant in one or anoth r part of the world- ngola, 

Iadaga ar, Guiana or cl where. Ev n the name of 
an Domingo, whi h wa u h red in a few car ago, 

with the roar of a lion, and went out with the bleat of 
a horn lamb, ha been revived. Thi i the fa orite 
de ice f tho e who recognize that the iluation call 
for a ma · unitary culcmcnt of Jew mewhere-but 
who will not or are not allowed to agree on Pale tine 
a the n fit nd logical place. 

I AID at the b inning of thi r port that the cen
tral fact which fa cd u during the pa t year wa the 

threat that the White Paper would come into full force 
in the pring. econd ignificant fact confronting u 
wa the growing probability of the approa hing end of 
the war. The Axi • for c • had been dri n out of orth 

frica. The war had mo ed away from the fiddle East. 
The Axi influence in the Arab countrie wa growing 
weaker. rab politician were quick to read the hand
writing on the wall and to proclaim their devotion to 
the cau e of the United ation , although ·ome of them 
were till broadca ting xi pr paganda in rabic from 

i center . Fe cri h political activit wa de eloped 
by the e Arab leader , ome of it not without encour
agement from British ource . An increa ingly active 
anti-Zioni t propaganda pread through rab countries. 
From Cairo it pread to the r t of the world, particu
larly to the United State . 

Under the threat of political upheaval and bloody 
riot an attempt was made to effect a final ettlement of 
the Pale tine problem favorable to the Arab while the 
war was still on. By a final ettlement wa meant the 
total liquidation of Zionist objective . A panic mood 
was created to achieve a precipitate deci ion, before the 



world had a chance to make up its mind deliberately. 
Reports from British and American intelligence agents 
poured into ,,Vashington and agents of our Government 
sped back and forth bringing reports from the Near 
East, all calculated to create the impression that unless 
Arab claims were immediately sati fied a colossal dis
aster was unavoidable. American journalists al o played 
their role in this campaign. And American newspapers, 
foremost among them, the Jewishly owned and edited 
"New York Times," went all-out to spread this propa
ganda among the American people. 

The Palestine Government abetted this campaign by 
staging well-advertised public gun-running trials and 
arm searches and by broadcasting the violent attacks of 
the prosecuting attorney on the Jewish Agency and 
Zionist leaders. 

All this was of course tied up with the approaching 
effective date of the \Vhite Paper. It was calculated to 
win sympathy for the stoppage of Jewish immigration 
into Palestine. 

In \.Vashington the campaign was also tied up with 
the projected pipeline across Saudi Arabia. lbn Saud 
had declared himself against Zionism. Nothing must be 
said or done to offend Ibn Saud or the Arabs generally 
and endanger the pipe-line. Zionism suddenly became 
tabu in \Va hington. Senators and congressmen were 
approached by government officials and informed of the 
dangers lurking in sympathetic expressions in behalf of 
Zionism. Official Washington withdrew almost as one 
man from the subject of Pale tine and it became ex
tremely difficult to get even tho e officials who had 
heretofore been most sympathetic and generous in their 
expressions, to say anything about Jewi h Palestine. 
There was even the danger, narrowly averted, of an 

official request for silence about the Palestine question 
on the part of the Jews-a request which was to have 
been issued over the signatures of the chiefs of the Gov
ernments of the United States and Great Britain. 

So noticeable was the changed climate in Washington 
that I took occasion to draw public attention to it in 
an address which I delivered at the UPA Conference 
in Philadelphia in 1943. There was the real danger 
that our Government, under the pressure of powerful 
American economic interests in the Near East would 
pass from an attitude of friendly neutrality towards our 
movement to one of active opposition. 

It became an essential part of our work during the 
past year to counter-act this vicious propaganda, to 
break this conspiracy of silence, to arouse the con
science of the American people against the threat which 
hung over the Jewish National Home and to demand 
from our Government a declaration of its true position 
and intention. The conspiracy of silence was broken. 
Palestine remained very much on the national agenda 
during the year. The attempt to stampede a decision 
hostile to Zionism failed. The oil issue after a while 
ceased to boil. Satisfactory agreements were reached. 
It was not necessary to sacrifice us for a pipe-line after 
all. Our government did not drift into active opposi
tion to our movement. On the contrary. The President 
of the United States uttered significant words which 
proved very unpalatable and discouraging to the ene
mies of our movement. To that extent we succeeded. 
However, we had not elicited any clear statement as to 
the definite position and active intent of our govern
ment until President Roosevelt spoke this morning 
to us. 

The Enemies Within Our Own Camp 

T HERE was other ho tile propaganda which we en
countered during the year and which we and you 

were forced to counteract. I hall not dwell long on the 
propaganda which the enemie within our own camp 
conducted, those Jews who e rallying point is the Amer
ican Council for Judaism, but I would like to make 
thi observation, purely for the record: there seems 
to be no fact however distorted, no document, however 
discredited, no writer on Palestine, however anti
Semitic, that this group will not toop to use in their 
dishonest attack on the Zioni t cau e. 

Take, for instance, their use of the King-Crane Re
port. This discredited report, made in 1919 after a hasty 
tour of Palestine and Syria, in an atmosphere which 
the member of the Commi ion themselves describe 

as one permeated by propaganda and intrigue, was un
earthed by the research workers of the American Coun
cil for Judaism's "Information Bulletin" and made 
their piece de resistance. No less a person than Lessing 
J. Ro enwald, Pre ident of the American Council for 
Judai m, found it necessary to enter this questionable 
document into the volume of hearings of the Con
gressional Committee on Foreign Affairs. And what ver
sion would he u e? aturally the partial version printed 
in the late George Antonius' book, "The Arab Awaken
ing," which leaves out the confidential portion of the 
document marked "For American Only," and which 
tell the story of intrigue that surrounded the work 
of the Commi ion. 



And who was the author of the King-Crane report? 
Sir Ronald Storrs, hardly a friend of Zionism, states 
in his Memoirs: "Few that had the privilege of meet
ing Dr. King and of knowing the surviving Commis
sioner (Crane), will be dispo ed to doubt that though 
the hands that signed their report were the hand of 
King and Crane, the voice was the voice of Crane." 
And who was Charles R. Crane, to whom Antonius 
affectionately dedicates his book, as "aptl nicknamed 

Harun I-Rashid"; who, until his recent death, sup
plied fund for pro- rab propaganda? mba ·ador 
Dodd, in his Diary, tells omething of hi character 
when he de cribes him a "enthu ia tic about the Hitler 
regime in Germany," and add·, "Jew are anathema to 
him and he hopes to ee them put in their place. His 
advice to me wa of cour e: 'Let Hitler ha e hi way.'" 

Thee are type of Jew we have to operate with on 
the American scene! ... 

The Battle Remains to Be Won 

WE have made some significant progress during this 
past year. We have a right to a measure of con

gratulations on the work which has been done, and on 
the contribution which American Zionists have made 
to the progress of our movement. We have put our 
movement on the plane where it belong, and where it 
will stay as a great international movement, deserving 
of the most earnest concern of the great powers of the 
earth. But it would be a mistake to as ume, or to pro
ceed on the a umption, that because of thi • progre , 
we can now rest on our oars; that deci ion have alread 
been made in the highe t circle , that they are favor
able decisions, that the battle day of our mo ement 
are over, or nearly over, and that we can safely demo
bilize soon and pass from the political truggle to purel • 
economic consideration affecting Pale tine. 

This would be a colossal blunder for u to make. Our 
battle days are far from over. Our battle i far from 
won. We must bear in mind this imple fact: that act
ually no authoritative new policy has a yet been an
nounced, nor i it known to an one of us. Our enemie • 
are still busily at work in London, Cairo, Jerusalem, 
and Washington. We must remember, too, that final 
political decisions go through many stage and pa • 
through many hands, and are frequently rever ed at 
the last minute, before they are finally made public. 

What is indicated for u for the coming days, i thi : 
We must continue to insist, to advocate and to urge 

Palestine as the Jewish Commonwealth; no other for
mula, no other solution; no clever compromise! This 
is our demand. Is it just1 Then insist on it! 

When we speak of Palestine as the Jewish Common
wealth we mean exactly what we say: The whole of 
Palestine, not a part of it nor a fraction of it. 

There must be no relaxation of our political effort, 
no slowing up of our tempo, no partial demobilization, 

until complete victory is attained. 
We must build upon the broad and secure base of 

public sentiment, the approval of public opinion which 
in the final analysis determines the attitude and action 
of governments in democratic society. 

With all my upreme admiration for the gre t per-
onalities who are our friend , and for the ignificance 

of great personalitie in the world cri i today, with my 
full admiration and full realization of the e two facts, 
I still ay, unto ou, what the p almi t aid long ago: 
" 1 ti te hu bi-ncdivim". - "Put not your tru t in 
prince .... " 

Put not the future of our movement in the ole 
keeping of indi idual , however friendly, however 
great; appeal to the mas e of the people of the world; 
talk to the whole of America; make friend everywhere; 
carry on an active educational propaganda in your cir
cle, within the phere of your influence, among your 
own friend . That will be reflected in the higher politi
cal circle . That will guide them. That will sustain 
them when they come to make important deci ion 
which may involve America' participation in the ulti
mate olution of the Pale tine problem. 

And finally I should like to appeal for a mea ure of 
confidence and tru t, and al o a measure of di cipline 
in our movement. A mea ure of tru t and confidence 
in tho e who have a urned the great re pon ibility of 
doing that which you direct them to do, and a mea ure 
of di cipline in our rank . Thi'i is an emergency period, 
and an emergenc period call for discipline, for co
ordination, ometimes for the ubordination of elf and 
individual judgment to the collective judgment of the 
group which ha the collecti e re pon ibility for the 
work. A measure of confidence, trust, di cipline, and al o 
a large measure of faith in our future. We hall win 
through these bloody vears to triumph and to victory. 




