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"WE MUST CREATE VALUES OF OUR OWN" 
An Analysis of the Tasks Before English-Speaking Jewry 

By ABBA HILLEL SIL VER 

THE war has made the Jew of 
America more alert th::in they 

hav ver been before and more 
, lf-aware. The azi ucceeded 
in their attempt to make the whole 
,v stern world Jew-con cious, but 
they a] o ucceeded in making all 
J , • more Jew-con ciou . The 
majority of our people are being 
h lped by this keener awareness of 
their true position to a fuller, 
franker and more dignified life as 
American Jews. 

The e merican Jews are facing 
the future without any illu ion , 
but certain] not without hope. 
After the political anti-Remiti m of 
the azi variety - employed as a 
w apon of economic reaction, and 
imp rial aggre ion - will have 
b n d feat d a a re ult of the 
d f at of the ~ azi in thi war the 
high f ver temperature of anti­
• miti m will undoullt dly drop 
her and elsewhere. But much of 
what we now ca11 the "good" and 
t mp rate anti - emiti rn, that 
whi h in happier times w u ed to 
call prejudice, will remain as a. 
con. tant fact-Or in our .-perience. 

Period of Upheaval 
.1111 rica is not lihely to yn 

F<1 ist, but Fa ci tical/11-m.inded 
.lmrricans, tcho will allrays b 
anti- rm.ites, 1cill 11 r. ist in larae 
1111ml,rr until such timr n our 
(1!71' find its new eco11omic a11cl 
JH>litical qttilibritwi aft r th 
11roloua cl 1ipheaMl of th tech-
11oloairal r l'Ol1dio11. 

'fhi . piritunlly form! period 
of r orientation whi h will continu 
to b fraught with much dang r 
ancl nnhappinc. . for mankind wiJl 
la:t far b yoncl our pre nt gen r­
n tion. 

Our liYc a American ,J w Im,· 
now fall n into a welJ-known pnt­
t<'rn, Jsra l' mill nnial e peri nc 
in Din pora.. merica. itself ha be-
rom far l diff r nt, and far ]e 
i. olated from the Old World. Po1i­
tirally conomica11 and culturally 
it ha now b come enme bed in a 
ommon de tin with the rest of 

th world, and Amf\l'ican Jews a.I o 

J,'or all th• cfrr rsity in the 
rn11rlitio11s r,f Je,cry in th 
L'., .. 1. and other R11ali. h­
speal,inu tountrirs, th . e 
com11wnitirs have much in 
comm.on. This article, ba e<l 
011, a spe ch by the trell-lrnotcn 
Rabbi and Zioni. t lradcr in 
the '11itcd tat •. lays 
rmpha i.~ 011, mattrrs Khich 
are al o of or at importance 

to . .-1. J wry. 

have come to share the common and 
ine capable destiny of their felJow 
Jews in the rest of the world. 

Following the war we shall be 
kept bu f r a time undoing the 
mi chief which the virulent azi­
i n pired propaganda of recent y ar 
wilt have accompli hed in this 
wu ntry. Thi wiH prove a job of 
no m au proportions. Thereafter 
1,·e hall proceed to make the nee s-
a ry adju tments to tho more 

"11ormal11 form of pr judice with­
out p nding too much time and 
thought upon the subject-a. pr -
Jccupation neither , ati fymg nor 
edifying - and we hall t.urn our 
attention to the more con tructive 
area of J wi h life. 

H'e have lona ayo been a<l­
mo11i hcd by our sages not to 
ob rv the wind too closely le t 
tre fail to sow, nor to reaard the 
cloud with too much con c rn 
lPst ta fail to reap. 
, will top trying to find a. 

, olution for anti- emiti m and we 
n·ill reconcile ourselves to a condi-
tion. We will, of course, join 
fore with all tho lement in 
our population which work for the 
pres rvation of tho ba i traditions 
of Am rican d mocracy. We shall 
h :t p<H' ion of ::ill thn t i. around u. 
and will share a fully as we . hall 
be p rmittcd in tho common lif . 
\ e will coutinu to r i t the force 
of clarkne and di ruption in our 
countr . We will not urrender 
th hop of a futur which will 
achi vo in practic what ha been 
project d in declaration, but like 

the l\Ie iah id a among ur people, 
1, e hall think of it with hope but 
al o with a :wing measure of 
sc ptici. m. We , hall act as people 
who lrnve finally matured and who 
do not attempt to capo into delu-
ions or elf-d lusion . 

As mature an<l re pon ible people 
we shall continue our effort to 
organi e our community life effi­
ciently. As a people we have never 
been e pecially di tingui heel either 
for docility or tractability. We 
always have had more candidate 
for l acler hip than for di cipl -
ship. J3ut we haJl continue to 
work out plans and m thods for 
better organi ation and proper 
collectiv action, and w shall con­
tinue to learn the required di ci­
pline of Jewi h community life. 
Thi does not mean that we shall 
strive to achieve o-call cl "unity" 
in merican I ra 1. o people any­
wh re in the world is "unified" on 
th ba ic issu s which affect its 
life. Onl dictator hip can achieve 
uch a pecious unity of action­
ncl certainly not for long. 

Majorities and Minorities 
It i. not unity tchich is lt-

tial, but de111ocra{i oram1i.·atio1t 
in, 1rhich all point of view can 
find tltrir I uitimate :rprr ion 
and by -mean of tvhich the 
nwiority ca11 prop rly r ceive its 
authority to ·p ah and act for 
the entire omm1rnit11. 

)Iinoritie in J wi.-b lif bav the 
right to be h nrd, but the lmv . 
no right to di. rupt ffort at organ­
i ation in the hop of pre en·ing 
for th m Ive a p ial statu and 
,. ted privileges. 

I b Ji v that there ar three 
principal ta k which face mcrican 
J wry to-day. European J wry will 
m rg; from th war plty:i all.v 

ravag d and seriou ly depleted 
both in number and r ource . 
Finan ial and mat rial aid will be 
requir d for a considerable time 
a£ ter th war to heal the wounds 
which the war inflicted. Our first 
task will be to salvage, to rebuild 
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whatever can be rebuilt, to re-unite 
hrok n families, to re-establi ·h 
shattered communities. 

There wi11 also be a large up­
root d J ewi h population, a popu­
lation of human misery, e king 
n w homes in an inho pitable world. 
Palestine alone offers a sound and 
realistic pro p ct for ma ·s- c::de 
Jcwi h immigration and every 
r pon ible J cwi h leader and om­
munal worker owes it to him · If 
and to his people at thi critical 
juncture in our history to reali 
fully this fact. To a sist th,e e tab­
lishm nt of the Jewi h National 
Home is the second great i.a k con­
fronting American Jewry. 

Th re is a third ta k. Our people 
will emerge from this war not only 
physically but al o spirituaUy 
shaken and ravaged. Many old 
centres of Jewish life have been 
de troyed. It i not enough to plan 
for the ph sical r habilitation of 
our people after the war. We mu t 
al o plan for a cultural and spir­
itual rehabilitation - how to keep 
aliYe the spirit of I rael how to 
safeguard our heritage which alon 
give dignity and distinction to 
our lives and meaning to our mill-

nnial suffering. 
Our youth is not imperviou to 

the appeal of our ancient faith and 
its gloriou tradition. From army 
camps and battlefronts come abun­
dant t timony that their heart 
ar ag r and th i.r minds ar op n 
to receive the me~ age of J udai m . 

l rc f(l//1/0f Jure ·er lir 1• (II/ (J/1/' 

pa t. 1 r c III us t b,, a i II to <·, {'(/: c 
ruluc: of 011r 1>11:11, er1·11 ns u..1r 
1>ro1>l did in c1· ry ar('(lf ('('lltr(: 

1rhcrr th ,, lived in thr J>ar·• 
Su1r/u!1 • did our c!llcl'sfurs n•uord 
them cll'l' "<1s a viecc of t11bb<Y. n, 

(llllir1uify," uut rather as a 
rihd, cltali 11ai11a oncl • niouldir.9 
piritual force in, every age a1vl 

tfi111. 

qui kly a circum tanc 1r.,~ 
permit, th empba i of our activi-
tie hould be hift cl from th 

le mo ynary to the ec1ueati nal, 
cultural and pi.ritual. Fortunately, 
w h:.w by now almost the required 
full quota of orphanage , ho pitnl 
and other philanthropic in titu­
tion . But our r ligiou , cultural 
and pi.ritual life has he n lan­
guishing. either our old r p opJe 
nor our young r people are e. por-.­
encing J udai m as a directive fore 
in their live . No J ewi b con,-

munit can long survfre 011 ph 
onlhrop, alon , or on fighting ant, . 
' miti m . It spir itual and c'" ' 
tural life mu t be nurtur d. 

I believe that we shall live up 
to th challenge of th e thr e 
great ta ks which confront us. 
)1 u who can die a bra,·ely as th 
Gh tto Jews of \Var ·aw and who 
ean build as magnific utly a the 
pioneer J \\' ' of Erctz Yi Ta l b -
Jong to a deathless race. \ Ve are 
of that race, an<l som thing of their 
pa ·sion and power an<l faith antl 
tenacity is with u • and \I e hall 
hare th ir immortality. 

BOARD ORGANISING 
PANEL OF LECTURERS 

IN or<l •r to sati f v th, inc:r a ·mg 
rnterest in J '\\ i ·h qu • t1011 • a11d 

th • <l • ir, for mor, d •tail <l rnlcr 
mation about th work of tlw 
Board, th , lloard i pr •par 'U to 
arrang talk9 at regular interval· 
lor a · man.r group" and ·o ·1 •tic.· a · 
po ibl •. 

J n addition the Communa I llela • 
tion: ommitt f th<' fioarcl 1-, 

orga11i ing a, pa1wl ot Jlr •111111 •11t 
l<•c·turers, 1\ ho will gi\'i• talk1-s Oil 

, ario11 • c•11ll11rnl , ~or·ial :111cl olitwal 
a. p('ds or Jp11 i .· h lif " it h a . p •<·ial 
<'mpha is <HI 111attc•rs of <<>llt mpor­
a rY int r t. 

;l' h<' • It> ht re':, w lwr v r pos ·1 Iii<' , 
\\'ill be• loo.·Ply gronp •cl nnd('r Y:11'1 • 
1n1 • mnin thc•111<' • i11 onl r to gin• 
a c-<'rlain c·onti11uit.1· to th<• 
programllw that will lw nrrangc•d . 
'Ollll' of tlw t h<'llll' p la 1111 Pd an· . 

.\ -;1wds of ,)c>wi. h Iii'<• ill , '011th 
.\l'ric·a to-clay. 

LNuling pPr onaliti<' i11 ,I<'\\ i-.h 
litNatnrl' :rnd art. 

Th<' ml' ·: age and nwaning of 
J uclai.111. 
All Jewish organisations and 

groups who wish to hear talks on 
the work of the Board or on the 
other subjects enumerated above 
are cordially invited to apply to 
the Communal Relations Committee 
which will be glad to arrange 
programmes for them, and will do 
its best to comply with any special 
wishes they may bring forward. 

H re i an opportunity for :oci<>­
tif'-, nnd tudy gronp: to introchtc·c• 
1,omPthing nP,; nml i.n . tru •tiv into 
their programm<? . 

WHEN YOU HAVE 
ISHED WITH THIS 

PASS IT ON TO 
SOLDIER. 

FIN· 
COPY 
A 

THE LATE ARCHBISHOP 
OF CANTERBURY 

Ml{:-;. J◄'lL\~('E. ' 'l' J ◄:~ l l'LI~, tlw 
"idow of tlH' lall' Hr. \\ 1llia111 

fp111pl<', Ard1lii . hop or l 'a11krhury, 
ha addr • • l'd the• iollo\1 mg 1 •ttt.>r 
to th' . •c•ipt\· ot Jc11 and 'liris­
tia11., Johan1i • uurg: 

" Will you pl •a • ac-c· •pt my ·1u­
l'l'l'l' 1.ha11k • for tho Ill' ag • ol sm-
1,athy you so kindly •nt on thl' 
dl•ath oi Ill\' Jiu baud. I ha1 c• b • 11 
lt·cply rno, ~•d by th • many tribut : 

11111(:lt J1a, t• n•a ·lwd m • lrom mc·111 -
ht•r-. of thl' ,h•11 i:-d1 eommu11itv and 
frt •111 Jcwi It orga11i,.,atio11 ' . • '1'11, 
trngil' ufft,ri11gs 11hid1 han• hdal ­
lt•11 .' our pt>opl • 11 en• al11 ay ' a mat­
tc•r of d •t·p t·o11t·t•r11 to my Jiu . ha 11<1. 
who. as l think YOU know II as 
rc•ad\' at all ti11H•-;· to do wltatc•1· •r 
h • c.'ould 011 th<'ir hl'lialf. 

·• Tho.· p of 11. 11 ho han, liC'<'ll 

C'lo <' t to him in hi · 11ork ft>Pl that 
th• l,p, t \\ av i11 \\ hic·li II c• C'UII ·how 
nur gratitud<' for all that h • had 
meant to 11 . i: to contin11,, to work 
or th furtheranc·<' of tit, c·all . <''­

\\1' kno\\ hi' hnd .-o m11c·h at hcnrt . 
F'rom t hl' tn<' ":t!.!C' • "I' ha,· rC'-

1·1>i 1·p(l T a111 cn1·nuragc cl to llC,li v<' 
that W<' hall not 111• nlot1<' in this 
fp1•li11!.!. :rncl that thPr<' ar< ma.nv 
pc•opl<' of goodwill hotl1 in this nn;l 
otlwr cou11tri<'~ \\ ho "ill . hnr thi:-; 
dt tc,nnination." 

THE UNIVERSAL ENCYCLO· 
PAEDIA IN YIDDISH 

'l'he C'I' tar.v of thl' , 'outh fri-
C'nn ommit CC' of th niv r ·al En• 
c-yelopaC'dia in Yiddi h writ t 11 

a follows:-
J n thP In t is. 11<' of our journa 1 

1111clrr tl1e h<'a<linp: of " niver, al 
.T<'wi ·h Encyclopa clin" you ref r to 
C'ritiC'i m on the information giv<'n 
on " ... 011th Afriea" in Yolume 9 of 
th<' aid puhlicntion. 

.A i might l)(' eon . trn<'<l n a r<'-
f <'J' n to our 1◄:ncy(')opn ilia, w 
f It it our clutv to r<'C'tifr a11v mi's­
urnlc•r. tamling • thi-; artil'I<' • migltt 
giv ri <' to and tl111 • mal,c tl1<> po-

ition crnit cl ar. 
The nivPr al ,frwi h Encyclopae­

cli. i • puhli he<l in Engli, h wh rea 
"l niY rsnl En<',v<·lopaC'clin in Yicl­
cli h" a it nam impli i publi h-

cl in Yidcli -h. 
"'c wi h to aclcl how ;·Pr, that 

WC' hn,•p ju t heard from AmC>ricn. 
that it iR int nclNl to i, uc shortlv 
a translation of th<' Volum~. 
",fow:" i11 J•:ngliiih. undN tlw ahlo 
E<litor ·hip of ~fauric ·.·amu I. the 
\\Pll -known writC'r. 

W trn:t thP .J wi . h public 11 r 
\\ ill not confu.·c the latter with th 
oth r publicntion of a similar name. 

Yours faithfullv, 
L. KOTKIN. 




