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ADDRE S BYD. B HILLEL SILVER AT 48TH Al NU L 

co :T I OH OF Tl • ZI • r ~· 1. o- ANIZATION O A1IERIC , 

HELD I l r.lLlJ~ re CI , l !O /EMBER 1 , 194. " 

- - -- .. 

Since we met 1·· st, t he s econd world war ha. s come to an end 

and v·e _ r ve been able to talce stock of the enorni t of th 

uster in Su.rope ie are now counting the pit ' ful gleanings left over 

after the harvest of death. 

Our six nillion dead are a tragic comme tary on the t c:a.t e 

C .a.ristian morality and the res ons i vene s of Chrieti &L. c o .. s c • ence in 

these days of genere.l. moral breakdov,n and blackout. For many of these 

sl in might have been saved if' t he d eI11oc r~t • c s tions, especially the 

United States and Great Britain, had not come to regard the persecution 

of a minority group aa exclusively the domestic affair of the persecut cl 

nation and ir they had found room with in the i r extensive borders and had 

given these doomed hnman beings at least that same temporaiy refuge 

" _ich t ey gave to enemy war prisoners. The contribution of our own 

country in the face of this greatest single human holocaust in modern 
oonsisted 

historyµ•u•tssb~xin sending representatives to a do-nothing confer-

ence on refugees, in belatedly appointing a Committee on efugees of 

its own whose aocomplishments were insignificant, in sending away from 

shores a shipload of hel pleas humm ueings to find their ultimate 

doom in the gas chambers of Oswiecm, in setting up on the eve oft 

national electio an .American OOJ centration camp for a thousand re-

tugees at Oswego. 

Many of these six million innocent victims might have been 

saved if Great Britain had opened the doors of the Jewish National Home 

to them and if our own Government, during the five years of war and of 

the systematic extermination of our people, had pressed Great Britain 



in the name of America's moral and legal commitments in the matter h 

of Palestine to open those doors. Instead of which, our governmmt ex­

erted itself to defeat a Congressional resolution directed to this end 

and to allay the fears, and to send lend-lease to our dear and beloved 

friend, Ibn Saud. 

·e were slaughtered by our enemies. ie were betrayed by our 

friends. 

There was nothing which we could do at the end of the war for 

these, our dear dead. e could not even tend their graves. There are 

no graves. Such as are found are nameless ones. The ~ of our 

marty,..,.~ is mw with God and their remembrance is enshrined forever in 

theheart of a suffering ant a remembering people. 

So we turned our attention quickly to the remaining survivors. 

Surely these would now be saved. The war is over. The military ex­

igencies no longer exist. We were greatl.3 encouraged in our high hopes 

when the new Labor Government came into office in Great Britain, re­

presenting a party which had so often in the pa.st given hearty endorse­

ment to the entire Zionist program, and among whose leaders ne. in the 

Cabinet were some of the strongest exponents of our cause. urely now 

we could expect quick and resolute action. Our hopes were reinforced 

when President Truman, on the strength of the excellent study and report 

of the displaced Jews of Europe made by Dean Harrison, re,uested Prime 

Minister Attlee to permit 100, 000 Jews, principally from the concentra­

tion camps of Europe, to go immediately to Palestine. 

But •~ie had underestimated British imperial cynictam am the 

callousness of the British Colonial Office. President Truman's request 

was ~eJected. ·e had also overestimated the determination of President 

Truman. gainst his own better Judgment he permitted himself to be per-

suaded to accept from Great Brital.n the shabby substitute of --~er 
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investigation commission -- tijat hoary an4 a ll-true transparent device 

for delay and circumvention. 

On ugust 31st President Truman wrote to the Prime ,_ i t ister 

that "the main s elution a ppears to be in the quick evacuation of aepany 

possible of the non-repatr·able Jews who wi<h it to alestine. If it 

is to be effective, such act· omi. should ot long be delayed." ut he, 

nevertheless, accepted at face value the re~re~entations made to him 

by the British Government that conditio · in Palestine were such that 

his re quest could not be 6:r ted. • ·1as convinced tn t ,,tLe situat ·on 

faced by the displaced Jews durine the coming winter allows no delay in 

this matter. And yet he acceded to the delaying device of a Gommittee 

of Inquiry, whose findings cert ainly cannot be ade bef'o1 the end of 

~inter with all the attend t human su.fferin aid pos ... ible death. 

1, y did 1·€sident 'Iruman yield? V,'hy does our Goverrur.ent in 

the matter of ?ale ti e always yield, at the expense of the Jews, nov, 

to rab chieftains, and now to the propaganda of the ~ritish? President 

Truman went to otedam E.11d. tli re a_1scussed v,i th the British the subJect 

of the Jewish Commonw ealth JIX:X to which his art d his predecessor 

stood squarely cor .. itted not to speak ofother commitments. UJo his 

return, ?resident Truman informed the pr·ess that he presented at • ots­

dam our Governmm t • s point of view as favor in· a Jewish 1o.1ia , ) t t. _et 

he had no 1ntent ~o of sending 500,000 American soldiers to establ ·eh 

or to maintain it. Why did the President accept this reposterous 

propa,eanda canard. of the British? KacArthur does not :require tha 

number of troop to police the entire Jape.nee em ireJ 

¥as the Pre ident'~ re~uest for 100,00 oertifica es ~ust. 

reasonable, necessa'.r'J? If eo, ~hy did he not insi~ t upo. it ·1th all 

the prestig6 and autho~rity of his office. llas t e American Go er1tent 

10 way at all of insisting on what is right. At this very moment Great 
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Britain is requesting vital hel and concessions from our o.,n country. 

~ hy mu.st our Government always aoce:pt the skillful::. .. , improvised 

and deftly adjustable Britieh propa&anda which is aimed exclusively 

a t maintaining at all costs her imperial interest in the liiddle East? 

Before the v,ar Washingto accepted the thesis that Jewish rights in 

Palestine must not be impler:.1ente for fear of driving the .:..ra.bs into 

t e arms of ussolini and 1 itler. Dur ing the T1ar ~ashington as per­

suaded that the illegal restriotio s u ·)on. Jewish immigration which \\'ere 

costing tens of thousands of Jewish lives should not be relaxed, lest 

'Je endanger our ilitary .:.nes o coutrnnicat.i.on i1 ·orth J..fr·ica end the 

1iediterranean. ' ince the close of the war Jashingto; i had been accept­

ing the latest British propaganda line that the curtailment o Jeuieh. 

rights in Palestine mt1st e continued iulefi itel , lest ·,e 7'' re the 

Arabs into the arms of the Soviet Union! 

It now appears that British _propaganda. has hit upon another 

cunning and effective pro ae da line. t re ealed itself boldly in 

M1·. Bevin 'a speech the othe1· dey. I am sure we shall soon hear its 

echoes in 1ashington. The Zionists are trying to set u ci state 

in Palestine. A racial state is very unpopular in the vorld todayi It 

smacks of Nazi raoe obsessions. It would be a crushing blow to Zionist 

aspirations if thi odious label could be tagged on them, lince the 

terrj Jewish whic t ey employ in s:peakin of a J ·11 h State also refers 

to the Jewish race. It was always understood that the iBX Zionil.;ts 

·, e:r·e seeking to re- establish tr.e .Tewish National Ho e in a ccordance 

with the terms of the ~a for Deel ration and the randate. Kr. Bevin 

now expos es them as cons i1· to et up a racial state from ,·mich,pre-

suma.bly, peoples of other races will be excluded or den~ d t~ual rights 

of citizenship. The entire roble is raoial, declares fr . Bevin. 

Zionian is inciting racial antagonisms. Even the Jews in Europe are 

overwm:phasizing their r c i 1 l)osit on. They hould assimilate. "~1-
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nations are frightened of racial deve1 0 nents within their state and 

the Jev,,, therefore, present a very dif~ic lt :,roblem, indeed." ·~at 

uttered in a r ther cor. 1sed m:.4 blustering manner con­

cerning race and assimil t i o i ► ·1,.:-ende Lot to read mankind a ch 

ne eded lesson in racial toler<-1. _ce • na G: ri s~ i~n brotherhood a pre c -

ing role which the British Foreign Office now n busil eng~£e 

l.i lling Javanese in Sarab ya, might well forego f'or the uornent 

prepare the Jews of Palestine for the denial of st9..t _1c o and for the 

ro le of pennanent i.inority .n 1 .a.. 1 -co· ir.~~ d ::Calestine 1 he 

Jews of aleatine are 1 ot even to constitute a nat lona.l rninori ty. They 

are to assinilate ir a alcatine state. 

r. Bevi hcd looked through all t e ~~pers o~ the suoject, he 

tates, ,... a he fo-.i .... d that "we never under-too .. to ec::ta 1 ·~h """ J 1ish 

b a-'- e , 1.:t, , J did undertake to establish a Jewish Hor e. 11 I do not 

know what papers ··r. evin re~.d . He certainly could not have rec::.. _ the 

Bt!lf r- Deolarat • on, xh tor that p~ er speaks not o ~ a J ,ish lio1 t , 

btit cf a J e•JiF 1;..1v:.o.n2._Home. The key word, the undeletable, is 

cccme, as it once was, not the home of a 

certain number o:.f Jews,ma carefully restric•~ei r_sure that they 

a 1 .. inori ty, b t th f tb • •11· 1 ~eo 1 
• JI: .- • 

Kr. J:Sevin oertain]3' could n:> t have read the Palestine Mandate, nor the 

report of the Brit 1 sh tzovernmen t' s 1:■iiilX own Royal C ommis Bi on, which 

stated that the primary obJective of the Mandate was the establishment 

of the Jewish Nat·onal Home. 

'/hat papers did :M.r. Bevin read? Did he read what the great 

British statesman said about the Jewish Commonwealth and the Jewish 

State at the time when the Balfour Declaration and the andate •••x 
were issued? Or did he read what the msnbera of his own party and 

his own party platform declared year after year, 
Kr. Bevin has 
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clearly been reading the wrong mind of papers. 

Zionism is a national movement, not a racial movement. It aims 

to rebuild the ancestral ho~e of Israel into a democratic state in which 

all men, regardless of race or creed, will enjoy full and equal rights 

of citizenship. Our movement has declared its position on this subject 

clearly and officially time and again. We are not interested in a racial 
-

state or a th·eocratic state. Only in a state wherein the .Tews will con-

stitute a majority of the population so as to enjoy that measure of 

security which Jews as a minority everywhere do not possess. 

The B:t:i tish Labor Party, Mr. Bevin I s own pa ty, understands this 

thoroughly. Last year at its annual conference, it adopted a~ plank 

on Palestine which reads: "There is surely neitm r hope nor meaning in 

a Jewish National Home 11..nl.ess we are prepared to i■ kxtksx letting the 

Jews, if they wish, enter this tiny land in such numbers as to becoae a 

majority." Mr. Bevin is determined that this should not be. To avert 

such a dreadful eventuality, his government has even mr:f:x refused the 

request for the admission o 100,000 Jews, which certainly would nDt have 

made the .Tews of Palestine u:x:x a majority of the population. 

He recognizes that there is a problem of displaced Jews in 

Europe, although he seems to be less disturbed and moved about their 

plight than about the presentptwgx plight of the Ger ans and the Nazis 

for whom he has c o_pious tears to shed. The displaced Jews of Europe a QS 

should be taken care of 1n some manner. They should be helped to emigrat~ 

if they desire, but Palestine can be counted on to make only a small 

contribution to the solution of :i:llst•x, this problem. "It does mt by 

itself provide sufficient opportunity for grappling with the whole 

problem." This, of course, is the total acceptance of the rab position. 

Jewish refugees have no special claim on Palestine. It is not a Jewish 

National Home. They should be helped to emigrate elsewhere. 
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But Zionism is mt a refugee movement. It is not a product of 

the second world war, nor of the first. It is the product of our 

milennial national homelessness since our Dispersion, and its sole 

correct solution. 

T ere there no present displaced Jews in Eu.rope and were there 

free opportunities for ~ewish immigration in other •mJIX parts of tb:3 

world at this time, Zionism would still be an imperative necessity. 

There were many opportunities for immigration in the last deca.i:es of 

the 19th century and the first decade of the 20th when our movement was 

organized and developed. 

All the centuries of Dispersion and the recurrent incidents of 

persecution and exploration have persuaded the Jewish people that in 

or der to normalize its position in the world and to gain a measure rL 

security, it needs a count7y•f:xtg11 of its own. During the first world 

war and shortly thereafter, the nati ons of the world reoognized the 

soundness and Justic e of t his position. The results were ti-e Balfour 

Declaration and the Pales tine Mandate. Their aim was to give or to 
a 

restore to the Jewish people :slim country of their own and to put an 

end to their national homelessness. The present Bevin animadversions, 
. 

policy, ignore all this. They would re­

Jewish problem as a tenporary refuge one,µ am Palestine 

as one of a number of places to which the presently displaced Jews of 

Europe might emigrate. This is why he is so bitter and impatient w1 th 

Zionism. This is why he talks with such veheme oe of ass1m11atiOJ1. 
~--~d • 

And that is why he has so sharply mr;;;sthe terms of reference of the 

Committee of Inquiry. It is not to study the problem of Jewim national 

homelessness and the international commitments m.ich wer e made to solve 

is limited in its 

inquiry solely to an exuat.nation of the posit ion of the Jews in the 

ooun tries of ilw•x Europe where they had been the victims of Nazi and 
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Fascist persecution, n'kx to estimate how many of them wish to, or 

have to, emigrate to Palestine or other countries outside of Europe, 

and to study the conditions i n Palestine s they •~pa:rx bear upon 

the problem of Jewish immigration. 
this 

Mr. Bevin is hoping to havextts new interpretation of his, 

aiming at the liquidation of the Jewish National Home,accepted by 

cert~in sections of Jewry other than the Zionists. •Jh.en Great Britain 

decided to issue the Balfour Declaration, it addres s ed itself to the 

r esident of the i ionist Or6anizat ion of Great Britaf.1• It knew then 
_,, 

the correct address when one wi shes t o contact the Jewish people. ~he 

Zionist address is still the corr .ct one. There is no othe r . Mr. 

Hevin m~ succeed in finding a few -· uislings here and there and their 

paper organ iza tions who may collaborate hin bu t the Jewish people 

will spurn and reJect thewe other self-respecting 

nd freedo m-loving peoples hl ve done. 'l:hi s latest application of t he 

1J1ell-known canouve r of l ov1 er 1t lit i cs ··-o a.· vide, confuse, rul e or r u.· n 

ill not work. 

And in this connection e should like to inform our own Govern­

ment of the coITect addre a to whi ch to address in~ui ies in which 

Jews of .America and t he Jews of the ·orld are involved, 

authorized spokesi:-~en o .. e1ican Jewcy. They e..re not to be found, how­

ever, aiong the few rich Jews · who attach themeel ves to political part­

ies and governm8l. ts, but who possess absolutely no mandate to spea fo r 

organized 1'-wnerican Jewry. l(or are the few Jews who chance to oe in 

governmenm service or n xt door to overnment offi ci als i n high places 

ax our c osen and authorized spokesmen. They have no right -oo speak 

for or to represent the Jews of America. Frequently they abuse thei 

position by misrepresenting them. ','e have had poor luck with Je, 

close to government hro l ~ o t our history. There was one rare ex-



ception and it was so rare tha we made a yomtov of it -- the yomto~ 

of Pu.rim. 

There are large democratical. ly organized Jel ish bodies in the 

United tat es which confidence and which re 1 eent 

th wishes of large sectio s of American Jewry. Duri.ne the war these 

organizations f'or·med theme elves into a overall .American Jewish Con­

ference to voice collective judg ent of' .n. erican J lr r L t _y1·oblems 

oreated for ou r .6. eo..i:)le b,f the ~1 r3.r· . It is therefore passing strange 

and not a 11 ttle distu..rbi11g that in such a ma tter or deep cone e n to 

.American Jewry and to world Jewry is the appointment of the Joint 

Committee of I1..qui17 to investigate th e .&."l i 1.1, of --.:l e isplaoed Jews 

of urope and their resettlement in ~le~tine eJ1d elsewhere 

Go vernment d i d not deem it ~d vi sable even to co .ru3ul t vii th t h .Anrer·i can -,. 

Jewish Conference,which 11 the organized Zionist bodies in 

this country,v,bo._e mem ers • runs up into the hund eds of t hou ds 
ha 

and which Jr:m for many years been co~erning lttllUlli ~!!1111111~:-.i:. with 

this very problemr-the resettl e o~ 1,he J f ·: s in Falestiw ar.d the 

pbuilding of the Jewish National Home. 

~,111■ :t:xx. ,fuy must authorized J eY1ish le adere be ke · t in the dark 

on mat er•s v1hich dire ~t y a> ncern their • eo:ple '/h n ust they b 

fo1·ced i.i.to the position of rttmx cr·iticizing government action c.Xter 

t· ey are announced, ·,he t, l.~J 1 ic;ht h'· re been hel ful in avoidine mis-

t·uces before action r a.E ta~cenr. I 1 
, ce.ttot approve of the ro osed Joint Committee of Inquiry. 

• e regard 1 t, as it ha co 1e to be regarded general. ly b., the .Alllerioan 

public, as a disastrous suo tit te fo t ct~on immediately imperative. 

It is clear from ~lr. Bevi 's bx:a:loc: covefing stateuents t at hi 

primary purpose was not to help the distressed Je,-,s of Europe but to 

liquidate Zionist e.spiratio.ns in Palestine. v;e cannot therefore be 
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bound by the findings of any such oommi ttee. mhe r.xecuti ve Con uittee 

of' the World Zionist Organization, ill ha11e to d termine whether, in 

·fi e\1 J.I 
..L c ins inc eri ty of the e til' r j c , it can in 

I ✓ 
• • I ,..,I,,, ,. 

vray coo erate with. it Mad there been aey good faith and humanity 

behind this proposal., it ~oulcl re. ·e b en .1:reCJ21ble 

that at least those tens of thousands of Jews in the most desperat€ 

circumstances in Europe, would b i ia tel.y enabled to to t P,-._e -

ti11 , 11.!ile the larger 1,obiher!l. o~ t' e 1·cr.c...i.1: ir.5 million and more, as 

well as the permanwt sol tt ion VL.ic, is to e ~ubmitted to the United 

l•;"tio s , w.e being studied. To consign tens of thou.sands o .. men, 

women and children to ... ce le ES 1:fferi.r ... g '- L - J h , .... et..1. ' 

awaiting an ad interim recommend t~ n f" vOL'.l.!littee of Inquiry when 

t :~eir tragic plight i£ e. i l too Y!ell e.t--bli~h d ::-.~ c.. ht:.:. en of refuge 

is readied to receive them, is something w ioh should give the states­

men in the United States and Great Britain who fathered this scheme 

many a sleepless night. 

There has been violent reaction to this latest attempt to rolong 

t he ±m( iniqities of the fuite Paper all over the Jewish world. In Pal­

estine there has been rioting. Theee riots, accord g to the British, 

is the work of terrorists. 'lhoever opposes British imperialism,wh~ r 

in Java, India or alesti e, is a terrorist. wtr:ux Similarly, 1tl. o ever 

takes the ~ritish solemn pledges seriously and at their face v· 1ue, must 

be regarded as an extremist. Of course we deplore riots. But we deplore 

even more governmental policies wbio · incite the riots and we hold those 

who make and enforoe such policies as jrimarily responsible for them. 

A -·ear ago at the Zionist ~onvention here in tlantic lJ1ty, I ex-
"' 

pressed my opinion •fx:i:x to the assemblJd delegates that it was necessary 

from every point of view,-even from the purely philanthropio-resoue­

refu.ga point of view -- to reassert in the clearest poaaible terms our 
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basic legal and historic rights to Palestine ghts which were 

had been whittled down,legalistmcally twisted and distorted, and oy 

the moat violent dialetics riduced in such a way that were the present 

policy to remain in force, Palestine far from ever becoming a Jewish 

National Home would, in fact, uecome an rab national home in which 

the Jews would wcu,st:rt:kex constitute a~ smalland per-

manent minority, possessed of such minority group rights as 
in 

possessed after the last war tt■Ztksome of the countries of Central 

and Eastern ~uro e and which proved such broken reeds to lean on. 

I urge that we should not put our case primarily on a refugee 

br an asylum basis, and that on the eve of the great international 

adjustment• and orientations which the second world war was destined 

to bring about and at the time when tremendous decisions would un­

doubtedly be made affecting the future of nations, large am small, 

it would oe the height of folly to confine our demams to a matter 

frtxx of imr.1igration schedules and certif·cates and not to present our 

full case and or basic historical needs and rights to the Tribunal 

of America and world puolic opinion. I cautioned against the danger 

or refugeeism destroying Zionism. I expressed the conviction that 

large-scale Jewish immigration would never be pennitted until the 

political. status of Pale tine is determined and our rights there 

reaffirmed. 

hat has transpired in recent weeks fully confirms this position 

It was strategically false and it sti 11 is 

to concentrate in our Zionist propaganda on the present plight of the 

ZJ ews of Eur ope and on the need of finding a refuge for t hem in Pal es-

tine. 



It also justifies the crit.:.cian 1hich was made of the ency~ s re-

quest last June for 100,000 certificate 0 , instead of lettin its 

cf.se rest on the 11..ey Uem:>randum, :iix which it had presented to the 

Hritish Government, ,herein the fulfillment of the total Zionist 

program was called f'or in confoJ .. i ty with solemn interr1atioi al 

.1 edges. WJtxhanxx The certificate ., emora.na_un1 obscured • d bl eked 

out the political mano1a.ndum, as it v,as certai n to do. 

wa.-..ll. President ~rurnan 1 s request for _("' • 000 certificat s h: s 

fckfirecl. Not only were these certificat<➔ not gr·anted, b ., t t e 

attention of the "orld -;a f'ocneed not on the i .. perative need to 

ermit the Jewi:il people to carry on with the bui l di1 f their Nat-

ional Home in Palestine, not even on the problem of l!! i l lion and a 

quarter Jews who remain i. utter eec1.-ri t, ·x Lurope, but solely 

on the problem of 100,000 Jews. The point Committee .of Inquiry could 

never have been suggested \'Jithi.n the fr 1ewo r:k o~--: 

fe1·ence if VJe had not made the saving of refugees our princi al 

argum~nt and ob Jee ti ve. e tried to make it easier for o u-isel v . , 

in f'act, made it harder for ou ..: elves. 

There is no doubt but .. hat ,e have suf'fere a ... exious setback. 

~here have been others. e had placed high hopes on our om Govern-

ent. Thece hopes have so far .not materialized. Ji.t ot:. r i:rtx last 

Convention, r·esident lioosevelt's pledge to work fo1· t· e r e~ .i.ze.t i o_1 

of the Jewish Coramomee.l th broue,ht gladness o o ir h • 1"ts. l'.1 months 

later President Roosevelt advised Congressional ~a.dere not to 

the alestine 1·e ... l1tion. And some ~ionict le£~ders collaborated 

in seeing that these resolutio s 1ere d fi ... it el ehel ved. You know 

the story. President Roosevelt's high hopes 

cEuse best by perso1 i. ally handling the matter 

story, too, is now oon1.:on owled~e. The greatest country on earth, 



,/ 

-13-

vii thout who ae f n cia id,publ~c and rivate,through oil royaltiea 1 

to regime, coul o t l a.s l :... e !:. -- oapi tu.lated 

in five me .... ~o the threats o~ Ibn Saud. Ion Saud is at this moment 

pleading for advance roya1t·es ·o keep 4c-±8 totterins economic position 

from colle.p ine i;_tterly. President oose velt found m iay of te11 ·ng 

Ibn Saud that the affair of Pales ti _e is none of his concern, that 

r-eat Britain and the United States , • s v.iell as fifty other nat io , 

committed to establish there JevJish Commonweal th; tl at the 

1Jnit ed States and Great ritain stc.nd rec...d~ to el in i' e l 

of all the J,.rab lands and in helping their peoples, but that 

not and Vii 11 not be do 1e a the expense of the Je 1ish people and a 

Jewish Palestine. 

PreEident oose ~e1t in his corr s1onde.1ce :r· -t: Ibn ~ \Ul-

fortunately ai nounced a new line whic'... L, ~ ide itI• ri a 'a relations 

to Palestine. o decision will et .. lou consulting the .Arabs. 

he did mt eve~specify which ~ru.b-.;,, t e .L.rabs of Pl?.lestine or mt 

all the Arabs of the world. eci·etary State Byrnes subsequently • 

r~ .M.W""'l!jl,lted this line as the o ff.icial 1.:.ne o ot1r- tate Department and 

ir. Byrnes quotes t • s ~...-~ i 1 Li .. e" t tement. But the Balfcnr 

Declaration and the Pale tine ~ .n ~t Lit- c. n such provisos t all. 

!01 iet1e1...douslyhel:pful. it -v1ouJ.c1 be to1a· ad the Palestine 

resolution been adopted! ·,·ct ·· c.irect·ve it would be to the Ameriaan 

members of the proposed Joint Cow.nit te e of Inquiry, or to our delegates 

at the future sessions of the Uni-: d Rt..t· ons Organization, when the 

question of Palestine will come up. 

There is another t·l t i e o ution now pending in Cone1·ees. 

Its future is uncertain. It is deeply regrettable ths.t th fi1· t 

ct ive participation of O'U.l" Government 1n a natter d irectl related to 

a.lestine will now come throue,h t .. 1ia Cor. mitt. of i•rtw:•x Investiea-

t ion which we regard with utHo t dist .,;t wJ.d ·1hich fill• us wi12l 



There 1s clearly much work ma:_:>.ued out for E :.'or ti1e ca~" to 

ne, more intenei ied. :nore exl) de\.~. c.:. ,C r1ore determined. It is 

clear that the perr:anent solution of 1 e rl £"li.ne problEm will be 

referred to the United atione Or~anization. ;'e must prepare t~ 
minds 
:t:t11n of ·u e le ad. re 

and understanding, so that our case will be properl 

r cause adequately eupporte • 'I e-r· :is i:ucl1 v1ork to be do.mt in 

ashington and in London and also in othe! ca.i ale of the world•~~-­

Our propaganda must now take on a global char~cter. 

· 1. .. i Hte _s ifyi __ C its activities a. d is ope in 

offices in many centers. It enjo t e ad van ts.g of rr.. b e • t ioi:.s 

in the principal capi tsJ.s of the v10 rla. 

esing of the ~ritia~ Foreign Office. 

The i,rob lie". ue en ·w s the .. 

r. :Bevin states that tre 

Arabs are meetine him v 1 ;ell and he th 

l: t ,ld 't they'? He has become their chief ~rota -o ist. ' i.' - - ,.,.1.·~o - . ... . 

-ven glad to help him a long by taeij g 1·i ot i n Cai:r· , ·" 

a.114 Tripoli, 8J1d by killing Jews in O Ider to persuade the WOl'ld thut 

_e is right about Zio ism. Collabo1·atio cs.n £0 no further. Perhe.ps 

the c1·ownil) g syr.-bol of t h is collt bo .... "t.t.:. J: w.:-11 be the triumphant 

return of thJ war crin inal and 

e.lem -- for which the British I tellice.tlCe Chief iL Cairo, General 

Clayton, reportedly, l f s al.re -d&, 1 0q_u0.3 "- •:;; r . • 

Foreign mission groups in the United Stat es have also beco e 

ctive in behalf of the arabs. Thie organized rop-g a y the 

n.i.'-' i o_ . •, bodies is :.t1JC inf'l·...1.enced ~ tl fo1co s o-"' 
. .. - . . t .,_ e _j ·1,3 r .:: 

ot Beirut . The recen.~ statement issued by the 
:, 

eigll 0 

erence of North America on tl e ale stine t nl7 

a Jewish state in alesti.ne out • Ll. 0 et: se it • all , ''.)l) 1" ... lne., 



., r=: 
- .L .... -

doors of Palestine clo sed tot 

of America in working behind the scenes against us has been dis-

cussed time and again in the publtc press. ve have powerful e emies -

but we have a just cause and an inescapable Aecessity. 

Our propaganda should be directed Et more than it has been 

1n the past to the non-Jewish world. If our Government is to assume 
fl. 

the responsibility of a more definite role in the Near East and in 

Palestine, it will need the backing of an •nlightened. public opinion. 

The work of the American Christian Palestine Committee and of the 

Christian Council On alestine should be largely expanded. American 

academic circles should be more intensively cultivated, as well as 

American commercial and industrial organizations. 

Above all, our Government should be encouraged an-::i=lte-~!lirni 

and friendly attitude tove.rds our movement, which is in complete 

oonsonance with ~merican interests in t he ear ~ast, with the b.lllerican 

legal commitments, and with the oft-expressed favorable opinion of 

the American eople. As we approach the final hour of decision, we 

can no longer be satisfied with promises which are never translated 

into action and with vague and neuulous express ions of good w111 towards 
r 

us. 

It will be a long hard pull. Battle days are ahead of us. 

If we maintain morale, if we use good Judgment, if we make maximum 

sacrifices for our cause in time and labor and substance, i f we 

..are unafraid, we shallx••1kta•xx•1x by the ~raoe of God, win through 

to victory. 

H# 



The Zionist Road Ahead 
By ABBA HJJ.J.EJ. Sll. VER Jut)(/) I\ <; I ,L -

SINCE WE met last, the second world war has come to 

an end and we have been able to take stock of the 

enormity of the Jewish disaster in Europe. We are now 

counting the pitiful gleanings left over after the harvest 

of death. 
Our six million dead are a tragic commentary on the 

state of Christian morality and the responsiveness of Chri -

tian conscience in these days of general moral breakdown 

and blackout. For many of these slain might have been 

saved . . . The contribution of our own country in the 

face of this .0 reatest single human holocaust in modern 

history consisted in sending representatives to a do-noth­

ing conference on refugees, in belatedly appointing a Com­

mittee for Refugees of its own whose accompli hment were 

insignificant, in sending away from its shore a shipload 

of helpless human beings to find their ultimate doom in the 

gas chambers of Osciencim and in setting up on the eve of 

a national election an American concentration camp for 

a thou and refugee at Oswego. 

Many of these six million innocent victims might have 

been aved if Great Britain had opened the doors of the 

Jewish National Home to them and if our own Government, 

during the five year of war and of the systematic exter­

mination of our people, had pre sed Great Britain in the 

name of America' moral and legal commitment in the 

matter of Palestine to open the e doors. In tead of which, 

our govement exerted it elf to defeat a Congre ional reso­

lution directed to this end and to allay the fears, and 

to send lend-lease to our dear and beloved friend, lbn 

Saud. 
We were slaughtered by our enemies. We were be­

trayed by our friends. 
There was nothin<Y which we could do at the end of 
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the war for these, our dear dead. We could not even tend 

their graves. There are no grave . uch as are found 

are nameless ones. The portion of our martyr is now 

with God and their remembrance is en brined forever in 

the heart of a suffering and a rerrtembering people. 

So we turned our attention quickly to the remaining 

survivors. Surely these would now be saved. The war is 

over. The military exigencies no Ion er exi t. \Ve were 

greatly encouraged in our high hopes when the new 

Labor Go ernment came into office in Great Britain, re­

presentin a party which had so often in the pa t iven 

hearty endorsement to the entire Zionist program and 

amon whose leaders in the Cabinet were some of the 

strange t exponents of our cau e. urely now we could 

expect quick and resolute action. Our hopes wer rein­

forced when President Truman, on the trength of the ex­

cellent tud and report of the di placed Jew of Europe 

made by Dean Harrison, reque ted Prime 1ini ter . ttlee 

to permit 100,000 Jews, principally from the concentration 

c~mps of Europe, to go immediately to Palestine. 

But we had undere timated Briti h imperial cynici m 

and the callousness of the British Colonial Office. Pre i­

dent Truman's request was rejected. We had al over­

estimated the determination of Pre ident Truman. A~ain t 

hi own better judgment he permitted himself to be per-

uaded to accept from Great Britain the babby substitute 

of an inve tigation commi ion- that hoary and all too 

transparent device for delay and circumvention. 

Why did President Truman yield? Why doe our Gov­

ernment in the matter of Pale tine always yield at the 

expen e of the Jews, now to Arab chieftain , and now to 

the prop~ganda of the British? President Truman went 

to Potsdam and there discus ed with the British the sub-
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jcct of the Jewish Commonwealth to which his party and 
his predecessor stood squarely committed, not to speak of 
other commitments. Upon his return, President Truman 
informed the press that he presented at Potsdam our Gov­
ernment' point of view a favoring a Jewi h State, but 
that he had no intention of sending 500,000 American sol­
diers to establi h or to maintain it. Why did the Pre ident 
accept this preposterou propaganda canard of the British? 
MacArthur doe not require that number of troop to 
police the entire Japane e empire! 

\\ a the President's reque t for 100,000 certificate ju t , 
rea onable, nece sary? If so, why did he not in i t upon 
it with all the pre tiae and authority of his office? Has 
the . merican Government no way at all of insi ting on 
what i ri<Tht? t this very moment Great Britain i re­
que ting ital help and conce ions from our own country. 

\ hy must our Government always accept the skillfully 
improvised and deftly adju table Briti h propaganda which 
is aim d xclu ively at maintaining at all co ts her imperial 
intere t in the Middle Ea t? Before the war \Va hington 
accepted the the i that Jewi h right in Palestine must 
not be implemented for fear of driving the rah into the 
arm of Mussolini and Hitler. During the war \Va hin<Tton 
wa per uaded that the ille 0 al re triction upon J e,vi h im­
migration which were co tin<Y tens of thou_and of Jewi. h 
live hould not be relaxed, le t we endanger our military 
line of communication in -orth frica and the :\Iediter­
ranean. ince the clo e of the war \ a hington had been 
acceptin<T the late t British propaganda line that the cur­
tailm nt of Jewi h right in Pale tine mu ·t be continued 
indefinitely, lest we drive the Arab into the arm of 
the oviet Union! 

It now app ars that Briti h propaganda ha hit upon 
another cunning and effecti e propaganda line. It revealed 
it elf boldly in Ir. Bevin peech the th r da . I am 
ure we hall on hear it choe in \ a hington . The 

Zioni t are trying to et up a racial tate in Pale tine. . 
racial state i very unp pular in the world today. It 
mack of nazi race ob e ions. It would be a cru hing 

blow to Zioni t a piration if this odiou label could be 
tagged on them, ince the term Jewish which th y employ 
in peakina of a Jewi h tate al o refer t th Jewi h race. 
It was alway under tood that the Zioni t were . eeking 
to re-e tablisb the Jewi b _ ational Home in accordance 
with th term of the Balfour Declaration and the Man­
date. Ir. Bevin now expo them as con pirin to et 
up a racial tate from , hich pre umably, people f other 
rac s \ ill be eluded or d ni d equal right f citizen hip. 
The entire problem i racial, declare ... Ir. Be in. Zioni m 
is incitin 7 racial antag ni m . Even the Jew in Europe ar 
overempbasizin their racial po ition. The h uld a -
imilate. " II nation are frightened of racial develop­

ment within their tate and the Jew therefore, pre ent 
a very difficult problem, indeed. What Mr. Bevin utter d 
in a rath r con£ used and blustering manner concern in race 
and a imilation i intended not to read mankind a much 
needed les on in racial tolerance and Cbri tian brotherhood, 
a preaching role which the British Foreign Office now 
busily en(Taged in killing Javane e in Sarabaya might well 
fore o for the moment, but to prepare the Jews of Pales-
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tine for the denial of tatehood and for th rol of a 
permanent minority in an Arab-dominated Pale tine. The 
Jew of Palestine are not even to con titute a national min­
ority. They are to assimilate in a Pale tine tate. 

Mr. Bevin had looked through all the paper · on the 
subject, he tates, and he found that ' we never und r­
took to establish a Jewish tate, but we did undertake 
to establish a Jewish Home.' I do not know what paper 
Mr. Bevin read. He certainly could not have r ad the 
Balfour Declaration, for that paper peak not of a J wi ·h 
Home, but of a Jewi h ~ -ational Home. The k y word 
the undeletable, the inalienable word i afi.()lzaf. Pal -
tine was to become, as it once was, not the home of a cer­
tain number of Jew , carefully re tricted to en ur that 
they will forever remain a minority, but the 1 • ati nal 
Home of the Jewi h people. :Mr. Bevin certainly uld 
not have read the Pale tine n1andate, nor the r port f 
the Briti h Government' own Royal ommi ion which 
stated that the primary objective of the fandat w~: 
the e tablishment of the J , i h ~ ational Home. 

What 'paper " did Mr. Bevin read? Did h r ad 
what the oreat British tate men aid about the J wi h 
Commonwealth and the Jewi h tate at th time wh n th 
Balfour Declaration and the :Mandate were i uecl? Or 
did he read what the memb r of hi own party and hi 
own party platform declared year after year ? ~ Ir. B vin 
ha clearly been readina the wrong kind of pap r-. 

z10 I ~I I a national m ement, not a racial moy -
ment. It aim to rebuild the ance tral horn of I rael 

into a dem crati tate in which all men, r ~ardles f race 
or creed, will enjoy full and equal right of citizen hip. 
Only in a tate wherein th J w will con titute a maj r­
ity of the population will th y nj y that m a ur f ur­
ity which Je s a a minority v r ;vb r d not po:· . . 

The Briti.h Labor Party und rstand thi thoroughly. 
Last year at it annual conf rence, it ad pt d a plank on 
Palestine which reads: Th r i urely neither h pe n r 
meaning in a Jewi h -ational Home unle we are pre­
pared to lettin the Jew , if they wi h, enter this tiny land 
in such numbers as to become a majority." 1r. B vin i 
determined that thi bould not be. To avert u h a 
dreadful e:ventuality bi gov rnment ha even refu d the 
reque t for the admi ion of 100,000 Jew which c rtainly 
would not have made the Jew of Pale tine a majority 
of the population. 

He recognize that there i a problem of di pla d J W ' 

in Europe although he eem to be le di turbed and 
moved about their plight than about the pre ent pli<Tht 
of the Germans and the nazis for whom he ha copiou 
tear to shed. The di placed Jews of Europe hould be 
taken car of in ome manner. They hould be help d 
to emigrate, if they desire but Pale tine can b count d 
on to make only a small contribution to the solution of 
this problem. "It doe not by it elf provide ufficient 
opportunity for grapplin with the whole problem.' Thi 
of course is the total acceptance of the Arab position. 
Jewish refugees have no special claim on Palestine. It 
is not a Jewish National Home. They should be helped 
to emigrate elsewhere. 
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But Zionism is not a refugee movement. It i not a 
product of the second world war, nor of the first. It i 
the product of ou'r millennial national homelessness since 
our dispersion, and its sole correct solution. 

Were there at present no displaced Jews in Europe and 
were there free opportunities for Jewish immigration in 
other parts of the world at this time, Zionism would still 
be an imperative necessity. There were many opportunitie 
for immigration in the last decades of the 19th century and 
the first decade of the 20th when our movement was or­
ganized and developed. 

All the centuries of Dispersion and the recurrent in­
cidents of persecution and exploration have persuaded the 
Jewish people that in order to normalize its position in the 
world and to gain a measure of security, it needs a coun­
try of its own. During the first world war and shortly 
thereafter, the nations of the world recognized the sound­
ness and justice of this position. The results were the Bal­
four Declaration and the Palestine 1andate. Their aim 
was t~ give or to restore to the Jewish people a country 
of their own and to put an end to their national home­
lessness. The present Bevin animadver ions, fortunately a 
not yet fixed policy, ignore all this. They would re~a t 
the Jewish problem as a temporary refugee problem and 
Palestine as one of a number of places to which the pre­
sently displaced Jews of Europe might emigrate. Thi is 
why he is so bitter and impatient with Zionism. 

Mr. Bevin is hoping to have thi new interpretation of 
his aiming at the liquidation of the Jewi h ational Home, 
accepted by certain sections of Jewry other than the Zion­
ists. \Vhen Great Britain decided to issue the Balfour Dec­
laration, it addressed itself to the President of the Zioni t 
Organization of Great Britain. It knew then the correct 
address to which one should addre him elf when one 
wishes to contact the Jewish people. The Zionist addre 
is still the correct one. There is no other. Mr. Be in 
may succeed in finding a few Qui lings here and there and 
their paper organizations who may collaborate with him 
but the Jewish people will spurn and reject the e people 
be they known as Quislings or Ro enwalds, a all other 
self-respecting and freedom-lovinu people have done. Thi 
latest application of the well-known maneuver of power 
politics to divide, confuse, rule or ruin will not work. 

And in this connection we should like to inform our 
own Government of the correct addres to which to ad­
dres inquiries in which the Jew of merica and the Jew 
of the world are involved. There are available authorized 
spokesmen of American Jewry. They are not to be found, 
however, among the few rich Jew who attach them elve 
to political parties and government , but who po e s abso­
lutely no mandate to speak for organized American Jewry. 

or are the few Jews who chance to be in government erv­
ice or next door to government official in high places our 
chosen and authorized spokesmen. They have no riubt to 
speak for or to represent the Jews of America. Frequently 
they abuse their position by misrepresenting them. We 
have had poor luck with Jews close to government through­
out our history. There was one rare exception and it was 
so rare that we made a yomtov of it-Purim. 
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WE CAN OT approve of the proposed Joint Committee 
of Inquiry. We regard it, as it has come to be re­

garded generally by the American public, as a di a trou 
substitute for action immediately imperative. It is clear 
from Mr. Bevin's covering statements that his primary 
purpose wa not to help the distre sed Jews of Europe but 
to liquidate Zionist aspirations in Palestine. \Ve cannot 
therefore be bound by the finding of any such committee. 
The Executive Committee of the World Zioni t Oraaniza­
tion will have to determine whether, in view of the palpa­
ble insincerity of the entire project, it can in any way co­
operate with it. Had there been any good faith and hu­
manity behind this proposal, it would have been preambled 
by the announcement that at lea t those tens of thousand 
of Jews who are in the most desperate circum tances in 
Europe, would be immediately enabled to go to Pal tine 
while the larger problem of the remaining million and more, 
as well as the permanent solution which is to be submitted 
to the United ations were being studied. To con i n tens 
of thousands of men, women and children to needless suf­
fering and possible death, while awaiting an ad interim 
recommendation of a Committee of Inquiry wh n their 
tragic plight is all too well established and a haven of 
refuge is ready to receive them, i something which hould 
give the statesmen in the United tates and Great Britain 
who fathered thi scheme many a sleepless night. 

There has been violent reaction to this latest attempt to 
prolong the iniquities of the White Paper all over the Jew­
i h world. In Palestine there ha been riotina. The e 
riots, acording to the British, is the work of terrori ts. 
Whoever oppo es British imperialism, whether in Java 
India or Palestine, is of cour e a terrorist. imilarly, who­
ever takes the British solemn pledges seriou ly and at their 
face value must be regarded a an extremi t. Of course 
we deplore riots. But we deplore even more governmental 
policie which incite to riot and we hold thos who make 
and enforce uch policies a primarily re pon ible for them. 

I URGE TH T we pould not put our ca e primarily on 
a refugee or an asylum ba is and that on the eve of the 

great international adjustment and orientation which the 
econd world war was destined to bring about and at the 

time when tremendous decisions would undoubtedly be 
made affecting the future of nation , large and ma11 it 
would be the height of folly to confine our demand to a 
matter of immigration schedules and certificate and not 
to present our full ca e and our basic hi torical needs and 
rights to the tribunal of American and world public opin­
ion. I cautioned against the danger of refu eei m destroy­
ing Zionism. I expres ed the conviction t1!at large-scale 
Jewish immigration would never be permitted until the 
political status of Palestine is determined and our right 
there reaffirmed. 

What ha transpired in recent weeks fully confirms 
this po ition which I and others took. It was strategically 
false and it still is to concentrate in our Zionist propaganda 
on the present plight of the Jews of Europe and on the 
need of finding a refuge for them in Palestine. 

Continued on page 27) 

The Jewish Spectator 



THE ZIONIST ROAD AHEAD 
( Continued from. page 6) 

It al o justifie the criticism which was made of the 
Agency's request last June for 100,000 certificate , instead 
of letting its case rest on the May Memorandum, which it 
had presented to the British Government, wherein the ful­
fillment of the total Zionist program was called for in 
conformity with olemn international pledges. The certif­
icate memorandum ob cured and blocked out the political 
memorandum, as it was certain to do. Even Pre ident 
Truman'~ reque t for 100,000 certificate has backfired. 

ot only were these certificates not granted, but the atten­
tion of the world was focused not on the imperative need 
to permit the Jewish people to carry on with the building 
of their rational Home in Palestine, not even on the prob­
lem of the million and a quarter Jews who remain in utter 
insecurity in Europe, but solely on the problem of 100,000 
Jews. The Joint Committee of Inquiry could never have 
been sugge ted within the framework of its terms of ref er­
ence if we had not made the saving of refugees our prin­
cipal argument and objective. We tried to make it ea ier for 
ourselves; we have, in fact, made it harder for our elve . 

There is no doubt but that we have suffered a seriou 
et back. There have been others. We bad placed high 

hope on our own Government. These hopes have so far 
not materialized. At our last Convention, President Roo e­
velt' pledge to work for the realitzation of the Jewi h 
Commonwealth brought gladne s to our hearts. Two 
months later Pre ident Roosevelt advised Con°re sional 
leaders not to vote out the Palestine resolution. And some 
Zionist leaders collaborated in eeing that these resolution 
were definitely helved. Pre ident Roo evelt's high hope 
that he could erv our cau e be t by personally handlinu 
the matter with Ibn aud did not materialize. The r at­
e t country on earth, without who e financial aid, public 
and private, throu h oil royaltie , his regime could not 
last a year--capitulated in five minutes to the threat of 
Ibn aud. Ibn aud i at this moment pleading for ad­
vance royaltie to keep the tottering economic po ition 
of his country from collapsin° utterly. Pre ident Roose­
velt found no way of telling Ibn aud that the affair of 
Palestine i none of hi concern, that Great Britain and 
the United tate a well as fifty other nation are com­
mitted to e tabli h there th Jewish Commonwealth· that 
the United tate and Great Britain stand ready to help 
in the development of all the rah lands and in helpin° 
their people , but that thi mu t and will not be done at 
the expen e of the Jewi h people and a Jewi h Pale tine. 

President Roosevelt in his correspondence with Ibn 
aud unfortunately announced a new line which is to uide 
merica relation to Palestine. ,. o deci ion will be tak n 

without con ultin th Arab . He did not even specify 
which rab , the Arabs of Palestine or of all the Arabs of 
the world. ecretary of State Byrne uh equently pro­
claimed thi line as the official 1ine of our State Depart­
ment and Mr. Byrne quotes this fact in hi statement. 
But the Balfour Declaration and the Pale tine Mandate 
make no uch provi ions at all. 

How tremendou Iy helpful it would be today had the 
Palestine resolution been adopted! What a directive it 
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would be to the American members of the pr pos d Joint 
Committee of Inquiry, or to our delegates at the future 
sessions of the United ations Organization, when the 
question of Palestine will come up! 

There is another Palestine resolution now pending in 
Congress. Its future is uncertain. It is deeply regrettable 
that the fir t active participation of our Go ernm nt in a 
matter directly related to Palestine will now come through 
this Committee of Investigation which we regard with ut­
most distrust and which fill us with apprehen ion. 

T HERE I dearly much work mapped out for u for the 

days to come, more inten ified, more expanded and more 
determined. It is clear that the permanent olution of 
the Palestine problem will be referred to the United ~ a­
tion Organization. We mu t prepare the mind of the 
leaders of the nations of the world with knowledge and 
understanding, so that our ca e will be properly understood 
and our cause adequately supported. There i much work 
to be done in Washington and in London and al in other 
capitals of the world. I do not know why the oviet 
Union was not invited in on the Commi sion of Inquiry. 
Surely the Soviet Union is intere ted in the problem of the 
displaced Jew of Europe, and surely the problems of the 
Middle East cannot find their complete solution without 
the goodwill and helpful cooperation of this clo t and 
mo t powerful neighbor. Our propaganda mu t now take 
on a global character. 

The Arab League i inten ifying it activitie and is 
opening office in many centers. It enjoy the advantage 
of rah 1 gations in the principal capitals of the world. 
The rah League enjoys the ble in of the Briti h For­
eion Office. Ir. Bevin state that the rah ar meetin 
him ery well and he thanks them for it. \ hy houldn't 
they? He ha become their chief prota oni t. They are 
ev n glad to help him along by stagin riot in Cairo, 

lexandria. and Tripoli, and by killing Jew in order to 
persuade the world that he i right about Zi ni m. ol­
laboration can go no further. Per hap the crownin° ym­
b 1 of thi collaboration will be the triumphant return of 
that war criminal and . xi propagandi t, the Iufti to 
Jerusalem - for which the British Intelligence Chief in 
Cairo General Clayton, reportedly, has already requ ted. 

Forei;:rn mis ion group in the United tates have al o 
become active in behalf of the rah . Thi organized 
propaganda by the mi sionary bodie i influenced by the 
force of the University of Beirut. The recent statement 
is ued by the Foreign Mis ion Conference of orth Amer­
ica on the Palestine Question not only oppo e a Jewish 
State in Palestine but also es entially upport keepin° 
the doors of Palestine closed to the Jew . The role of 
oil intere t of America in working behind the cen a ain t 
u has been discussed time and again in the public pres . 
We have powerful enemies-but we have a just cause and 
an ine capable necessity. 

It will be a long hard pull. Battle day are ahead of us. 
If we maintain morale, if we use ood judgment, if we 
make maximum acrifices for our cau e in time and labor 
and u b lance, if we remain unafraid we shall by the 
grace of God, win through to victory. 
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re must )r are the "nds of the leaders of the nations of the 
world with o ledge and un:ierst ndin, so that our case ill 
be .roperly understood and our cause ade uately sup~orted. 
Th .re is much work to be done in i•rashington and in London an 
lso in other capitals of the orld . I do not kno rlhy the 

Soviet Union was not invited in the Co . ·ssion of In uiry. 
S rel the ~oviet Union is interested in the problem of the 
displaced Jews of Europe, and surel the roblems of the 
·iddle East cannot findtheir complete solution ithout the 
goodwill and helpful cooper tion of this closest and most 
overful ne·ghbor. Our propaganda must no t~ke on a glob· 1 

ch racter. 
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"We Were Slaughtered by Our Enemies; We Were Betrayed by Our Friends." 
Dr. Silver's Stirring Analysis of 
The Present Political Situation 

Comp/ere text of Dr. Silver's od- -.----------------------------------------------­

dreu to the delegates of the 48th 
Annual Convention of the Zionist 
Organization of America . 

S
I. CE we met la t, the Second 
World War has come to an end 
and we ha\·e been able to take 

,1 k of the enormity of the Jewish 
<ti ter in Europe. We are now count­
in th p1ti ful gleaning left o\·er after 
th h n·e. t of death. 

0Hir .,x mi!Hon dead are a Ira ic 
comment.1.ry on the state of Christian 
morality nd the re,ponsivene. of 
Chri tian con. dence in the. e day of 

n ral moral breakdown and black-
u . For many of the.e Jain migl:t 

h \e b '11 ved if the democratic 
e pecially the l."n1ted Sta . 
t Britain, had not come to 

persecu on of a mmorlty 
e. elusively the dom . tic 

affair of th per cutmg nation and it 
found room wllhm th 1r ex­
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But we had undere Umated British 
lmp rial cynicism and the caUousne 
of thr nrit h Colonial Office. Pre l­
deot Trum,rn' requ~ wa rejected. 
\\'e had also overe Umated the deter­
mlndtion of President Truman. A&'aln t 
his o"n better judcment he pumitted 
him,-elf to be per uaded to accept from 
Grrat Britain the shabby ub Utute of 
an In\ e lliatlon commi ion - that 
h n ,.,.,, .. 11-too transparent device 
for t1 .. 1.,, anct l'ircumventlon. 

United States Yields 
On August 31. t Pre idcnt Truman 

\\ rote to the Prime 1im ler that "the 
main solution appear - o be in the 
quick e\·acuation of as many as pos­
sible of the non-repatriable Jew who 
wLh it, to Palestine. If it i to be 
effective, uch action should not Jong 
be delayed." But he, neverth le . , ac­
cepted at face value the repr .enta­
tions made to him by the Briti_h 
Go\·ernment that condition in Pales­
tine were .uch that hjs 1 qu ,t could 
not be granted. He w con\'inc d 
th.it "the ituation faced by displaced 
Jews during the coming winter allows 
no d lay in this mat er." And yet he 
acceded to the delaying d \ tee of a 
Committee of Inquiry, who,e flndin s 
c rtamly cannot be made before the 

nd of wmter with all the attendant 
human suffering and pos1bl death. 

y did Pr ident Truman yield? 
Why does our Government in the mat­
ter of Pal tine alway yi Id, at th 
expen e of the Jews, now to Arab 
chi flains, and now to the propaaanda 
of \be BriUab! Prealden\ Truman \ 
\o "Po4.a4-.fl't. and I.here dhM:!u_,.. WH.llt, 
lhe British the ubJ f b 

Commonwealth to which his party and 
his predece,sor stood squarely commit­
ted, not to speak of other commitments. 
Upon his return, Pre ident Truman 
Informed the pre s that he pre nted 
at PoL<dam our Government's point of 
view as fa\'orine a Jewi h State, but 
that he had no intention of ndine 
500,000 American soldier to tabli h 
or to maintain it. Why did the Pre i­
d nt accept this prepo terou prop -

anda canard of the Briti h? MacAr­
thur do not require th.I number of 

to police the entir Japan 
mpir ~ 

Misled by lritiah Propaganda 
a the President's or 100 -

000 cer 1fkat JU t, re , n ;_ 
ry? lf so, why did he not imi t 

upon it with all the and au-
thority o s offic ? American 
Go\' mm no way f in 
on •hat ight? At y m 
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shall soon hear its echoes in Washing­
ton. The Zionists are trying to set up 
a racial state in Palestine. A racial 
state is very unpopular in the world 
today, It smacks of Nazi race obses­
sions. It would be a crushjng blow to 
Zionist aspirations il this odious label 
could be tagged on them, since the 
term Jewish which they employ in 
speaking of a Jewish State also refers 
to the Jew1 h race. It was always un­
der tood that the Zioni ts were seeking 
to re-establi h the Jewi.h National 
Home in accordance with the terms of 
the Balfour Declaration and the Man­
date. Mr. Be\'in now exposes them as 
conspiring to set up a racial tale from 
which, pre umably, peoples of other 
races will be excluded or denied equal 
rights of citiz nship. The entire prob­
lem is racial, declares Mr. Bevin. 
Zionism is inciting racial antagonisms. 
Even the Jews in Europe are over­
empha_izing their racial po ition. They 
should a .imilate. ''All nations are 
frightened of raci I developments 
within their. tale and the Jews, there­
fore, pre ent a \ery difficult problem, 
Indeed." What Mr. Be\·in uttered in a 
rather contused and blustering man­
ner concerning race and a imilation 
is intended not to read mankind a 
much-needed le .. on in racial tolerance 
and Chri tian brotherhood, a preach­
ing role which the Briti. h Foreign 
Office, now busily engaged in killing 
Ja\'ane~e in Sarabaya, might weU 
forego for the moment, but to prepar 
the Jews of Pal tine for the denial 
o! statehood and tor the role of a 
permanent minority In an Arab-domi­
nMed. •....un.. The .,....,. or Palee-

'° onal.H.u'- • 
national minority. They an to assimi-
late ln a Palestine state. 

Disregard of the Record 

fr, Bevin bad looked throueh all 
the papers on the subject, he tat :o, 
and he found that "we never und r­
took to e tablish a J wish State, but 
we did undertake to establish a Jewish 
Home." I do not know what papers 
Mr. Be\'in read. H certainly could 
not hne re d the BaUour Declaration 
for that paper speaks not of a Jewish 
Home, but of a Jewi h National Home. 
The key word, the undeletable the 
inalienable word is aUonaL Pal~ line 

a! to b ome, as it once was, not the 
hom or a certain number of Je ·s, 
car fully r tricted to ensure that th y 
will for ver remain a minority, but 
th National Home of the Jewi h peo­
ple. Mr. Bevin c rtajnly could not 
have read the Pal tin fandate, nor 
th report of the Briti. h Gov rnment's 
ot ·n Royal Commi ion, which stated 
that he primary obJ clive of th an­
date ·a the e tablishm nt o! a Jew­
i h 'ational Hom . 

h t p per did tr. Bevin read? 
Did h r ad what th great Briti h 
.t man aid about th Jewish Com­

monwealth and the Jewish State at 
the Um wh n th B Hour Declaration 
and th 1andate w re i sued? Or did 
he re d what th m mb r of his own 
p· rty and bl. own par y platform de­
clared ye r after y ar? tr. B vin has 
cl arly n r din the wrong ind 
of pa 

True Position of Iioniam 

Zlo atlo I mo ement, not 
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ur 
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The British Labor Party, Mr. Bevin's 
own party, under tands this thorough­
ly. Last year at its annual conference, 
it adopted a plank on Palestine which 
reads: "There is surely neither hope 
nor meaning in a Jewi. h National 
Home unless we are prepared to let 
the Jews, if they wish, enter this 
tiny land in such numbers a to be­
come a majority." Mr. Bevin is deter­
mined that this should not be. To 
avert such a dreadful e\·entuality, hi_ 
government has even refused the re­
que t for the admi 1011 of 100,000 Jew , 
which certainly would not ha\·e made 
the Jews of PaJe_tine a majority of he 
population. 

He recognize that there i a prob­
lem ot di placed Jews in Europe, al­
though he seems to be le. disturbed 
and mo\ed about their plight than 
about the present plight of the Ger­
mans and the Nazis for whom he ha!' 
copious tear to hed. The di pla 
Jews of Europe hould be taken care 
ol in ome manner. They should be 
helped to emigr te, i1 they de~ire, but 
Palestine can be counted on to make 
only a small contribution to the solu­
tion of this problem. "It does not by 
ilsel! provide ufficient opportunity 
for grappling with the whole problem," 
This, or cour e, i the total acceptance 
of the Arab po. ition. Jewish refu e 
have no special claim on P 1 tine. 
It is not a Jewish ational Home. Th y 
should be helped to emigrate else­
where. 

Zioni1m Not a Refugee Movement 

a.& Ziealam la aol a n:f-ee -=-..:.. .. - • --- 96 ..... •- ... ____ ___ -
"' Ute JN'educ& of our mui.--.. -
tional bomele n l.nc,e oar ......,_ 

on, and I I correct ta...._ 

Were there no pr nt di placed 
Jews in Europ and w re th re fr 
opportunitie for Je, i h immigration 
in oth r pa1 ts of th world at this 
time, Ziom. m would till be an 
perative necc ity. Tb re we1e many 
opportuni f r immi ra ion in the 
la t d ad of lh 19th c ntury nd 
the flr•t decade of the 20th wh n our 
movem nt wa~ oreani4 d and d vel­
op d. 

All the centu1 ! d1. p rl>lon and 
th recurr nt in id n o( per. uti n 
and exploitation ha\ e p rsuaded the 
J wish P ople that In order to normal­
ize its po ition in the world and to 
gain a m a u1e o! ecurity, it 
country of it own. During th 
World War and !hortly ther af 
nalions or the world reco ni 
so nd • • e of this 
Th w c1 Balfour 
tion and the Pa Iandate 
aim wa to giv t r tor to the 
Jewi~h P pl a country of their own 
~d to put an end to their n tional 
horn The pte n Bevin anj. 
madversion~, fortunately a not y t 
fixed poli Y, ignore al They 
would re as ew1sh 
temporary r one 
a., on of a of ~ 
the pre ntl ced J 
mleht migrat 
b 

the conditions in alesUne a, the 
bear upon the prob: m of Jewish im­
migration. 

Aim to Create Disunity 
Mr. Bevin is hopin 

new interpretation of h1 
the liquidation of the J 
Home, accepted b 
Jewry other than 
Great Britain d 
Balfour Declarati 
elf to the Pre. i 

Organization of G 
then the corr 
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cation of the \\' JI-kn, 
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Government Aware of 
Recognized Spokesman 

And in lhlS connection we 
like to mform our own gov rnme 
the corr addre to which to ad 
inquiri in which the Jew o! 
ica and the J w of the world are 
lm·ol\'ed. There are available author­
iz m n of Am rican Jt?wry. 
Th1:y 10 c not to be found, how ver, 
amun th few rich Jews who attach 
th mseh·e. to political parti and gov­
ernment!', but who posse ab olutely 

made a 
Purim. 

at to s ak for organized 
Jewry. Nor are the fe-A 

chanc to be in gov nt 

There are large democratically or­
g mzed Jew, h bodies in the United 
Stat which hn earned the confl­
d n and ·ruch repre nt the wish 
ot tar e _ ·tions of American Jewry. 
Durin& the ·ar th e organizations 
formed th m. h'es into an O\'er-all 
Am ri~an Jewish Conference to voice 
collectiv judement of American J w­
ry al problem creat d for our people 
by the war. 1t i therefore pa sjne 
1tran1e and not little disturbin11 that 
in uch a matter of deep concern to 
American Jewry and to world Jewry 
J the appointment of the Joint Com­
mittee of Inquiry to lnvestieat.e the 
plight of. th di pl ced Jews of Europe 
and their r ttlement in Pal ·tine and 
el ewhere, our IIO\'ernment did not 
deem it ad\i ble v ·n to con ult with 
the Am rican Jewi. h Conference or 
with the American Zioni t Emergency 
Council which repr nt all th or­
Ianized Z1oni t I s in this country 
wh membership runs up into the 
hundred of thous nds and which ha •e 
for many years 11 concerning them­

·ith this very problem,-the 
t of th J WS ln Pa tine 

pbulldin of the J wish Na-
e. .,. 

au 
t In 
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Uquldate Zionl t aspirations In Pales­
tine. We cannot, therefore, be bound 
b the findlnc of an ucb committee. 
The Executive ommlttee of the 
World Zionist Orranhatlon will have 
to dietermlne whether, lo view of the 
palpable Insincerity of the ent re proj­
ert, It can ln an wa eooperal.e 
\\Ith it. 

Had ther en any good f:oth and 
humanity hind this pro .al it would 
ha\e been preambled by the announ :e­
ment th t at least tho e tens of th u­
ands o! Jews who are in the m t 

d . .i:;erate circum an in Europe, 
~·ould be immediately enabled to So 

t Pal-Un , while the l er probl m 
of • mllli l'ICl • .,. 

ell ■nen& luUon wtuch 
Is to ubmltted to the United Ne-
tions were beine studied. To constan 

n ol thousands of men, women and 
children to need! s suffering and po -
sibl de th, bile walllng an ad In­
terim recomm ndatlon of a Committee 
of Inquiry when their tragic plight is 
all too w lI established and a haven 
o! refuge is readied to rec ive them, 
i something which should give the 
tat m n in the United Stat and 

Great Britajn who fathered this scheme 
many a sleepless night. 

Re1pon1lbility Retfl on lriti1h 
There has been violent reaction to 

this latest attempt to prolong the 
iniquities of the White Paper all over 
the Jewish world. In Palestine th re has 
been rioting. Th se riot , according to 
the Britl h, are the work of t rrori ts. 
Whoever oppo s British impcriali ·m, 

·heth r in Java, India or P 1 . tin , 
ls, of cour e, a terrori t. Similarly, 
whoe\er tak the Briti h sol mn 
pledges eriou ly and at th Ir face 
value, mu t be reearded as an ex­
tremi t. 

Of coane, ""e deplore rlo But 
we deplore even mor covernmental 
poltclea \\·blch Incite the rlo and we 
bold those who make and enforce uch 
polkl primarily re Ible for 
Utem. 

A year ago at th 
tlon h r in Atlantic 
my opinion to th 
,ates that It 

lnt of vie 

sessed of such minority group rights 
as Jews posse sed after the la t war 
in ome of the countrie of Central and 
Eastern Europe and which proved such 
broken reeds to lean on. 

I urged that we should not put our 
ca e primarily on a refugee or an 
a ylum basis, and that on the eve of 
the great international adjustments 
and orientations which the Second 
, orld War was destined to bring 
about and at the time when tremen­
dous decisions would undoubtedly be 
made affecting the future of nation~, 
large and small, It would be the hei&ht 
o! folly to conf\ne our demands to a 
matter of lnuni&ratlon schedules and 

erU&a&ea not &o ...-a our Ml 
- ■DIIUIIF...._bkl kal ...... aad 
ripb to .._ Trilllunal ol ~ and 
world public opinion. I cautioned 
■3alnst the ~er of ref~sm de­
stroyine Zion.ism. I expressed the con­
viction that large-scale Jewish imml­
rratlon would never be permitted un­
til the political status of Palestine is 
d termlned and our rights there re­
affirmed. 
No Empha1l1 on Present Plight _ 

What has transpired in recent weeks 
lully conflrms this po ition which I 
and others take. It wa trateeically 
l, l e and it still is to concenlrate in 
our Zion! t propaganda on the present 
plight of the Jews of Europe and on 
th need o! finding a r fuge for them 
in Pale tine. 

It also ju till s th cnUcism which 
\"as made of th Agency's request la ·t 
June for 100,000 certificates, instead of 
1 tling Its case re t on the fay 1 m­
orandum, which it had pre ented to 
th British Government, wherein th 
fulfillment o( th tot I Zion · t pro ram 

a called for in conformity ith sol­
emn international pied& s. The certifl­
c a t e m morandum ob ured and 
blocked out the polltical memorandum, 
as it was certain to do. Ev n Pre~ident 
Truman's requ st for 100,000 certif\-
cat has backfired. ot only ·er 
th e certll!c te not • nted, but the 
alt ntion of th ·orld was focu not 
on the lmperatl\' n ed to permit the 
J wish people to carry on with the 
buildin& of th ir ational Hom in 
Pale tin , not e • n on th problem of 
th mil!Jon and a quart r Je ·s ho 
remain In utt r In. urlty In Europ , 
but lely on th problem of 100,000 
Je ·s. The Joint Commltt of Inquiry 

eve ted 
e r 

on our own Government. These ho 
have so far not materialized. At o 
la t Convention, President Roo evelt 
pledge to work for the realization ot 
the Jewish Commonwealth brought 
gladness to our hearts. Two months 
later Pre ident Roose\'elt advised Con­
gre sional leaders not to vote out the 
Palestine re olution. And some Zion­
ist leader collaborated in ~ng that 
the e re olulions were d finitely 
shelved. You know th story. Presi­
dent Roo evelt's high hopes that he 
could n,e our cau e best by person­
ally handlin& the matter with lbn 
Saud did not materialize. That story. 
loo, la - common knowledae. The 
__ ._. -k-7 - ....u.. i&hout 
....... a-t■J aJd, publk: and pn­
Y■Ce, ~ oil ro)'llltJes, to his re­
pme, be could not Jut a year-capitu­
lated in ftve minutes to the threau ol 
Ibn Saud. Ibn Saud Ls at thjs moment 
pleading for advance royalties to keep 
the tottering economic position or hi 
country from collapsing utterly. Presi­
dent Roo evelt found no way of telling 
Ibn Saud that the affair of Pale tin 
l none of his concern, that Gr at 
Britain and the United States, as well 
a 50 oth r n tions, are committed to 
e tabli h there the Jew1 h Common­
wealth; that the United State and 
Great Britain stand ready to help in 
the de\'elopment or all the Arab land 
and in helping their peopl , but that 
this mu. l not and will not be done at 
th e. pen of the J wish people and 
a Jewish P le tine. 

New line Followed 
Pre jd it Roo: \elt, in hi corr -

spond nc wilh Ibn Saud, unfortu­
nately announced a new line hi h i 
to euide Am rica's r lations to Pale·­
tine. o d i ·ion will be taken ·ith­
out con ·ulting the Ara . He did not 
even ~pecify ·hich Arab , the Arab 
of Pall! tin or all th Arab of th 
world. ·r tary o.f State Byrn ub-
sequ ntly p1·oclairn d this lin a th 
official line of our State Department 
and Mr. D rn s quotes this fact in 
hi tatem nt. But the B U ur Decla­
rati n and th Pal tin 1andate mak 

rov all. 
belpfal It WO 

d &be Palestt.ae I 
ted! What a dlttd.l 

the American membe 
Join& ommtttee of 

our de~ptes 
the nl&ed ati 
n the qa Uon 

vestigation which we regard with ut­
most distrust and which fills us with 
apprehension. 

Work To Be Done 
There is clearly much work mapped 

out !or us for the day to t'ome, more 
intensified, more expanded and more 
d termined. It is clear tha the per­
manent . olution of the Pale. tine prob­
lem will be referred to the United 
Nation Organization. We mu,t pre 
pare he minds of the leaders of the 
nation of the world with knnwledge 
and understanding, so that our ca.e 
will be properly under ·tood and our 
t·ause adequately supported. There is 
much work to be done in Washington 
and in London nd abo in o her capi­
tal~ of the world. I do not know why 
the Soviet Union was not inYited in on 
the Commb,wn of Inquiry. Surely the 
So\·ie Union is interested in the prob­
lem of the di.placed Jews of Europe, 
and urely ·he problems of the 1ic!dle 
Ea t cannot find their complete oli.,­
tion without the goodwill and helpful 
coop ration of tlus clo.e. t and mo_ t 
puwcrlul ne1 _ hh, r. Our propaganda 
must 10 1,,kt. on a global character. -
Arab Propaganda Increasing 

Tht A .ib Le, gue is rn•en irying its 
acti\'itie, and 1s opening otfice in 
many center·. It e11joys the advanta e 
or Arab legations in the principal capi-
tal of the world. The Arab L ague 
enjoy: the blessing of the Briti. h For~ 
eign Office. J\Ir. Be\in state th t the 
Arabs are meeting hjm \'ery w II and 
he thank· them for it. Why shouldn't 
they? He ha become their chief pro-
tagonist. They are even glad to help 
him along by taging riots in Cairo 
Alexandria and Tripoli, and by killin~ ... 
Jews in order to persuade the world 
that he i right about Zionism. Col­
laboration can o no further! Perhap 
the crownin .ymbol of thi collabora-
tion w iU be the triumphant return o 
that . w.ir criminal and Axis propa-
gand1 t, the ll.1ufti, to Jerusalem-for ' 
whi h the British lnlellia nee C l m 
~G neral Clayton, reportedly, has ----ro.rei.n misalon ..-c,ups J.n the UnJted 
Sta ha,·e also become active In 
behalf ot the Arabs. This oriranlzed 
propaaanda by the missionary bodies 
is influenced by the forces of the Uni­
ver~ity of Beirut. The recent state­
ment i sued by the Foreign Missions 
Confrrence of • orth America on the 
Pal tine que lion not only oppo a 
Jewi~h State in Palestine but also e -
entially upports k ping the door 

ot Pal ·tine clo d to the Jew . The 
rol of oil inter of America ln 

·orking b hind the en again t u 
ha. be n di. cu ed-but we ha\'e a ju t 
cau. e and an ine capable ncce!'~ity. 
Appeal to Non Jewish World 

Our propa anda should be directed 
mor than it has b n m the pa t to 
th non-J'ewi h world. I{ our Go\ern­
ment i to ume the re pon ibllily 
or a mo dellni role in the . ·ear 
Ea t and in P I . tine, it will need the 
backing ol n enli ht ned public o~ i 1-

lon. The work of the American Chri~­
tian Pale tme Comm1tt e and . or the 
Christian Coun ii o PalP tme hould 
be lar ly x nded. Am rican ac-a-
d mic circles houJd be m re mt n­
ively cultivated, a well 

con,m rcial and indu rial organiza-
tion. 

au, oar overrun n& boald 
ced &o Ulle an Independent 
dJ attltud towards our 

bkb In complete e n-
Amerlean Inter In tht1 
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