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The war is over. A dark chapter is closed. Democracy has emerged triUlllphant. 

The free spirit of man has been Tindicated. Out of the midst of the overthrow, 

mankind is rising to build anew upon stronger foundations a juster, kindlier world. 

Great visias are opening up before the eyes of men. The presses of the mim and 

the s iri t are bursting with new wine. Great is the mind of man, fathomless in 

inventiveness, nigh limitless in achievement. Great is the world of man, inexhaustible 

in resources, ample and sufficient for all. Great is the promise of man, pilot of the 

strathosphere, winged airman to the most distant lands brou~ht near by vision, daring 

and the confidence of youth. 

Everything that has happened in the last few years - the gathering of the forces 

of democracy, taunted with decadence, against the power and Ji.ght of f all-out tyranny and 

brutality, the quick rebound of America from the overwhelmin0 disaster of Pearl Harbor, 

the amazing organiz~tion of the productive potential of this nation for war, the boundless 

energies which were unleashed by us in all parts of the world, and the emergencf in 
and 

response to tJi; need1or the super-fortress,/the atomic bomb, all proclaim in one Jli.ghty 

heaven and a new earth can be created in this gracious - ~ ....,,n.j ~ once we free ourselTes 

from the rust and t rnish of cynicis• and complacency, once we respond to the challenge 

of our better nature, to the call of duty, honor and patriotism. 

America will be greater than ever before• in wealth, in shared prosperity, in 
I 

culture~ in all the arts of ciTilization -- if so we will it. It is far more difficult 

to release new energies for justice - brotherhood and peace than for destruction and .,. 

total annihilatiorLJ.lUl.lU. for you deal here not with things physical but with the 

tangled web of human emotions, passions, ambitions and fears, in all their waywardness 

and perversities, But it can be done through the same process of pooling our highest 

thi~i, our noblest motives and our firm perseverance. 

Etet y bi; I re, bapp1•1I 1n th& ..... .,.. _ __,, .. -. 
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This is a great age for young men to grow up in. In a real sense we are just at 

the beginn~man's intellectual and spiritual evolution, and only on the threshhold of 

our country's he r oic destiny. When our young men and women return from the distant 

battlefronts to our cities and to our homes, may they grasp the opportunities of the new 
.< .~ 
··---,~ ~ •L- ~ --,_~-: and may they face the tasks of tomorrow with eager spirits and with 

stout hearts. 




