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The t;.C.A.R. Convention 
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• 0 fficers and Executive Board of CCAR. Le/ t to right, TOP: Herbert I. Bloom, 

Stanley R. Brau, Abraham Feinstein, Solomon B. Freehof. SECOND ROW: Alan 

S. Green, Abba Hillel Silver, president, Abraham ]. Feldman, vice-president, 

Aryeh Lev. THIRD Row: Harry S. Margolis, treasurer, ]acob R. Marcus, Isaac 

E. Marcuson, administrative sec., S. Felix Mimdelsohn. FovRTH ROW: David 

Polish, Sidney L. Regner, fin. sec., David H. Wice, Louis Witt, Bernard ,?,eiger. 

AUGUST, 1945 35 

• 



be in uniform. Rounding out thi re­
markable re ord, the p akcr add d: 

Forty-four other m mb rs of the 
C.C. .R. cam forward to erv their 
country but w re phy ically di quali­
fi d. 1 41 of our m n wer actually 
commis ion d as chaplains. Th overall 
picture indicat that o r 200 of th 
C.C.A.R. men off red themselves for 
th chaplaincy. Wh n w compare thi 
numb r to the total numb r of m n in 
th Conf r nc ligibl for th chap­
laincy, it is a r cord of which th Con­
f r nc , th H brew Union College, 
the J wi h lnstitut of R ligion, and 
th Union of American H brew Con­
gr gation hav good r a on to f I 
proud. 'fhe War and avy Depart­
m nts have on a number of occa ions 
commend d us on our procur m nt 
job and the calibre of m n w have 
furni h d. 

rt · _at 
a for 

t of 
n. 

d 
h 

• r ivil-
ian r x-
tr 
IR 
ti 

r p1a ro-
a di I to 

tired b o 
num r h 
d ba • o th 

placem . The 
.R. g their 
tion by acccl-

n hap1ain 

like\ i e eager to protect the intere. t 
of rabbi in the chaplaincy to pr nt 
any "rcp]acement rabbi from taking 
the p . ition of th e for " horn they 
are ub ti tu ting. 

The report oncluded \ ith an ex­
pre ion of appr ciation "to our faith­
ful and devoted ecretary Rabbi Loui 
Egel on and his ecretary Ruth Man­
delk rn, who h e performed a tre­
mendou job in connection with our 
work· without their de oted r ice 
the r ord we have made could not 
have been po ible.' 

Supplementin Rabbi Brickner's re­
p rt Rabbi E el on p ke a ecretary 
of th Committee on Emergency 
Pia m nt. He re ie, ed the effort 
made in coping with probl m r ult­
ing from demobilization of C.C.A.R. 
haplain . Th fall into two cate-

) m n who e graduation 
ni al eminarie wa accel-

n ntered the chaplaincy 
--- •• ...-ir ,.-... p cement po ition • ( 2} men 
\ "" ,- - -+ d not become chaplain for 
phy. ic 1 rea on and are now erving 
a r pla em nt. 

Aware that there would not be 
nough pulpit available for returning 

chaplain , oth r channel of ervice 
had to be explored. Th e include 
po ibiliti a U .A.H.C. regional 
rabbis, a i tant rabbi in e tabli hed 
congr gation , Hillel Foundation di­
rector hip , educational director hip , 
J ewi h C nt r work, civic prot cti e 
\ ark, r 1i f and r habilitation work 
abroad under th J.D.C. or 
.. R.R.A., and Army- avy pot­

war chaplaincy. 
The two Reform eminari have 

agr d to plan refre her cour e , many 
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Beforna Ba61Ji8 Condemn 
Exearnnaunication 

~ HARACTERIZI o the rec nt xcommunication by a rabb" • p of 
'-.,; a coU ague and the public burning of a pra rbook h a 
shocking demon tration of intol ranc , th x cuti board n 
Conf r nee of Am rican Rabbis, at a meeting h Id in Adanti 
diat ly upon adjournm nt of the 56th annual condav of 
adopt d the following re olution: 

' T ntral Confer nee of Am rican Rabbi through it • 
Board res it trong st cond mnation of th a t of a gr u 
who ntly excommunicated Dr. Mord cai 
a modcrniz d pray rbook and who pu • 
cond mn d. This hocking action viol h 
thought and th tol ranc whic • c 
pr ion of bigotry which ha ad d 
out taking side in th th ologic i i 
d mn unreserv dly th revival o i a 
book burning. 

" om rabbi who ar o • • 
th m in much outgrown -
and impair th good name of 
re pon ible for this action w 
cis s lf-disciplin wh never 
such shocking d mon tration 

• 't indul 
idi 
at 
nd 
th to 

rabbi ha expre their w lit 11ow d in r ) a -

ne to engage a i 
U. .R.R.A. Director 
Lehman ha written Rabbi Frcehof 
enc ura m regarding th p ibl 
utilizL ti me hapl in . Equ.: ll 
r b n the attitud f 

1 Director Abram Sachar. 
Rabbi Egel on' ey among the 
cha • them indi ate th t 
th r lik ly . fifty- en m n 

p ition . 

"W ar inform d unoffi iall , id 
Rabbi Eg l on, "that complet d mo­
bilization of chaplain may b a pro 
of thr or four ears; that plan ar • 
now b ing drawn in Wa hington for a 
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Commi 
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Pia m nt of Rabbis, with all group , 
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lay and rabbinic, and the seminaries 
cooperating, and with a professional 
executive director in charge of the re­
placement of all rabbis. 

The two report were illuminatingly 
di cu ed by Rabbi Silver, Bernstein, 
Isserman Philipson, Wohl, Brickner, 
Ro Egel on Freehof, Bloom, and 
Rothschild. This e ion wa con­
cluded by a lofty expre ion, on man 
a a free agent and a a co-worker of 
God, by Rabbi Shusterman. 

T ESD v afternoon the delegate 
heard an informative report by 

Rabbi Minda,. chairman of the Com­
mittee on Church and State. Of pri­
mary concern to his committee during 
the pa t year ha been the inten Hied 
effort to introduce re1i ious educ -
tion a an integral part o( the pubr'c 
school curriculum, the' Rel ase-Ti _ e 
plan, u e of choo1 bu1ldings f9r ,rel"~ 
giou in tmction, censtrs of religio s 
backgrounds of pupil , procu:reme • t 
of teacher who e salaric are paid by 
religiou organizations for Bible in .. 
tru tion in high chool , and evange• 

listic program in chool as mblie . 
While there are igns that ome 

tate are rejecting th se effort by 
legi lation and oth rwi e, the report 
contend that the oppo ition in ew 
Hamp hire, Wa hington, Mas achu-
etts and alifornia "offer no ground 

for believing that thi problem will 
not confront the American public in 
the year to come." Rabbi Minda re­
viewed th mea ures tak n by the 
C.C.A.R. and the Synagogue Council 
of America, in the American pirit of 
eparation of church and tate. He re-

ferred to th deplorab1c King ton 
incident, which centered around the 
obligatory participation of J wi h pu­
pil in the ob ervance of the Chri t­
ma holiday. He pointed out that "in 
the vast majority of public school 
Christmas and Ea ter holiday are obp 
served,', and that, out of regard for 
community relation , "few J ewi h 
communities or their leaders ha e of­
fered any objection." 

Rabbi Minda al o ca lied attention 
to in tances where rabbi have hown 
anxiety lest Jewi h children fail to 
show "proper attitude in public 
chool during the Christma celebra­

tion." Other have fostered "joint 
Chri tmas-Chanuko celebration ," 
which th C.C.A.R. had condemned 
some years ago, declraing that "two 

s o not make a right. ' 
rmore, the report expres 

~ it'Jl~ti....J over attempt to legi late 
,__ r state aid to privat paro­

,· L.,, '°bool in the matter of tran -
l''t ' • • b k ,, Th C po atwn, text- oo , etc. e om-

mittee made three recommendation : 

i. Appoint a special committee ... to 
study the three phases of this situa­
tion: Observance of r ligious holidays 
in public schools; the intercultural pro­
gram ; the qu stion of Jewish paroch • al 
schools from the point of view of Jew­
i h ducation, and more particularly of 
its bearing on the position of the Com­
mitt e on Church and State. 

2. The Central Conference of Am r­
i an Rabbis hould deplore and con­
d mn, as contrary to American princi­
ple and tradition, the qu stioning of 
an individual view on religion as a 
test of fitness for holding public office. 

3. The C.C.A.R. hould di approv 
any legislation that seeks to provide 
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tat fund for th aid of pri ._ t and 
parochial chools, r gardl of th d -
nominational au pi und r which 
th y ar conducted. 
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ord of God, will 
au until ju tic i 
r i n and th ri ht 

arth. 

T Jn. , mmitt 
11 ·i . ( R~ hbi . i ,r 

ti 
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f J ·i h mu i " hi h ar n t 
(Continued on page 63) 

39 



it is loved by father and mother. In 
thi way the po itive inhibition 
again t lying i et up, without men­
tioning the word. It is only fear of the 
consequences which impel anyone to 
lie. If fear is banished from the mind 
of the child it will tell the truth di­
rectly and frankly. It i the be t po -
ible habit that the child can learn, 

for it will enable him to face all the 
facts of life unflinchingly when he 

grm up, and life \ ill be implifi d 
for him becau lie alwa' l ad to 
compli tion and unha ppine . 

Thi i the way in which we mu. t 
tran late our an i nt tea bing into 
modern guiding. The elaboration of 
the e prin i ple i the great ta k of 
Con tructi e R form Judai m. Thi 
i th er ing n d of men, , omen and 
children, and they mu t b helped if 
we are to do our duty fully. 

Convention of the C.C.A.R. 
(Continued from page 39) 

edited jointly by the H br , Union 
College and the Union of American 
Hebrew Congregation . The report 
al o urged that compo er of yna­
gogue mu ic be accorded greater-en­
courag ment. , ) 

Th Joint Committee n C remo­
ni r ported on a variety of fruitfol 
a ti iti , including the gro iog pop­
ularity in congr gation of the Family 
Yahrz it Li ht C remonial· the Kid­
du h f r Sabb th Ev • th Megillah 
Ritual; the Chanuk Ser i P eant· 
C r m ni f r Sabbath h kolim, 
Sabbath Shol m Sabbath T do, Sab­
bath O • M giJlah in Engli h· th 
S nag ue Suko and th r er mo­
nial . 

The C mmi i non S nagogu Ac­
t1v1tJ. ( reported by Rabbi ch, arz) 
pre nt d a rich gamut of project 
ne\ and current. The " r the out­
growth of definit demand and pur-
ued in cooperation " ith oth r 

.A.H.C. or anization . Li t d und r 
new project were the r idue of ex-
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peri nee in-
(a) auth ntic knowledge for mini ter , 
(b) gath ring in the unsynagogu d, 
(c) liturgical music project, (d) servi 

• • ting station , ( ) 
ing pl , (f) ob-
. Cur proje t 

. Wi morial 
B rith Synagogu 

N u ~tr rtamp 
( · · g (e) Town HalJ 
di ·on, (f) dir ,ctor's fi )d trip , (g) 
th tional A ociation of T mpl 

ri , (h) th Synagogue Section 
of LIBERAL JuoAI M, (i) Committ 
on C r monie. 

Th Commi i mm nd d that 
"t .A. • ration with th 
U. . , t ry t p to or-
ga Co S nagogu ... 
to tak providing ad ~ 

qu nag for our ne d 
jnsofar a it j o." 

T H final e ion, , •ith it cit -
m nt of I tion of fficer 

brought th con ntion t a lo in 
an atmo phere of tru harm n \ hich 
i inh rent in d mocratic pr dur . 



The formal tran fer of the pre iden­
tial ga 1 from Rabbi Freehof to 
Rabbi Sil er refl cted thi ery spmt. 
The retiring pr ident adieu follow : 

I want to xpr ss to the Conference my 
unres rved gratitude for the honor con­
ferred upon me when you elected me 
as president two years ago. 1t is a tre­
mendous honor to be elected by your 
col1eague who are not easily deceived 
by factitious d vices, who know all the 
tricks and all m thods of publicity, and 
who judge their coll ague very calmly 
and very k enly. In addition to being 
lected b coll agu in the Central 

Conference, I have often thought about 
the almost f rocio emocracy of our 
Confer nc . Nobo can impo e him-
elf upon our Conf nee. They are not 

too much impr s d by too much out­
side fame. Th y elect whom they w t 
and whom th y lik and in whom t 
beli ve. That is why it ha a t • 
mendous compliment to rn _d 
will have my lif ~long grath I h 
enjoyed th two yea.rs1 or pres1den, , 
uch a joy that I arn d 1ight d to 

able to transfer that jo to th man fior 
whom I ge combination of 
Jov an Hillel Si 
and w adu 
thir a ot b 
I cti , pr -

d nt nd, dur-
ing i not onl b -
cau nd comrad 
tha · lory of being 

• d n bb;nic-al a -
ly i u • , but 
bee th r-
ha p of 

having it n it 
lead r. Y who 
in my ju ra col-
l ague. It and 
confidenc nc ture 
that I now ou, Abba. 

Th Conf ren ar and applaud d 
a R bbi Fr h f hand d the av I 
to pre id nt- l 

Rabbi Sil r, 
pond d briefly: 

r. 
t u hed re-

I need not tell you that which you 
know, that there is no honor which a 
member of the Ce ntral Conference of 
American Rabbi regards as more 
precious than that of b ing elected 
president of this body. I have had in 
my life quite a number of honors. I re­
gard none of them as sati fying to my 
soul and a in piriting and uplifting a 
this which ou hav now conferr d 
upon m . I will try to approximat the 
work of Sol Fr hof. I am confid nt 
that I shall not be able to match it. 
Sol has now join d th illustriou list 
of great pr id nts of this r v red 
body· he has brought and will continue 
to bring lust r and di tinction to thi 

o f c and to Am rican Jewry. It 
one of th de p atisfaction 

~ :....~-~H-f.u that Sol and I hav found 
Al't'rl!Rl•J:l'..u:u;t so oft n working tog th r in 

:1fiu.•~ - ✓0ai nt J wi h ta k . 
-now I will hav him 

from her on rt' 
pro ha bl • know, p 
brok n out in Zion ug 
and I may hav political 
l ad r hip in th hich will 

a gr at a n rgy and 
d thought. I wi n heavi1y 

Fr ehof a I will l h avil on 
man, frj nd of bo hood. 
uth who ha r ualiti of 

d mind. You hav 
i in ,mmoning thi 

a high office of the 
v d th Co c . 

Al1 I can say at this • that I 
will try to rv you, on of th 
high mandat of thi o that I 
will <>rv ou in faithf u and to 
th b t of my ability. ( pplause) 
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