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THE HISTORIC EMERGENCY COUNCIL CONTROVERSY 

Statement of 
Dr. Israel Goldstein 
President of !be Zionist Orga11izafion 
of America 

R f:POR TS concerning the American 

Zionist Emergency Council which 

have appeared currently in the 

press, and particularly the statements 
made by its former co-chairman and 
chairman of its Executive Committee, 
Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, make necessary 
the issuance of this statement. 

We feel it to be our duty to make 
available to Zionists of the country the 
:!Ssential facts which have led up to this 
controversy. Throughout this time, and 
under hlost difficult circumstances, the 
members representing the Zionist Organ­
ization of America in the Emergency 
Council have been guided solely by their 
reasoned judgment as to the best interests 
of our movement. 

The Zionists of the country may be 
assured that there is no basis whatever 
to the contention that this is an issue of 
"maximal" a against .. minimal" Zion­
ism, or that this is a problem of an .. ag­
gressive" policy as against .. timidity," 
.. appeasement" and «backstairs diplo­
macy." 

After the adoption by the Democratic 
and Republican parties of planks in their 
respective platforms concerning Pales­
tine, and after the historic message sent 
to the convention of the Zionist Organ­
ization of America by President Roose­
velt on October 15, 1944, the Emergency 
Council met on several occasions to con-
ider what cour e it should adopt in re­

gard to the re olution then pending be­
fore the committee of the House and 
Senate of the Congress of the United 

tates. 

At a meeting on October 30, 1944, 
after thorough discussion, the Emergency 
Council decided um111im<>1isly NOT to 
press for the reporting out of the reso­
lutions and for their passage, unless and 
until the preliminary approval of the ex­
ecutive branch of the Government shall 
have been secured. The events of last 

(Continued on peg• 6] 

The developments Jollow­
ing the request o / Secretary 
o/ State Stetlinius that action 
011 the Pale,tine Re,olution be 
de/erred by the Senate For­
eign Relation, Committee 
precipitated a controversy in 
Zio11ist circle, which has 
aroused bitter JJarti,anship in 
the organi:11ed movement, and 
a ,eriou, uneasiness among 
tho,e who,e ,ympathies are 
with the movement, brd who,e 
information is limited. 

One o/ lhe immediate cmd 
direct re111lts o / the contro­
versy ha, been a change in the 
leader,hip o J lhe American 
Zionist Emergency Council, 
formerly headed by Dr. 
Stephen S. W ue and Dr. A.bba 
Silver as co-chairmen. Both 
,imultaneou,ly re,igned their 
o!Jice,, and a new election Jol­
lolfJed, Dr. W i,e thereby re­
maining as sole chairman. 

Subsequently, the two state­
ment, printed herewith lfJere 
i11ued by their re,pective au• 
thor,. The editors of the 
Review look upon the contro­
ver,y dealt lf1ith in these ,tate­
ments as a matter o J prime 
importance to the present func­
tioning, and, indeed, to the 
future well-being, of the entire 
Zioni,t movement in America. 
Great issue, o/ policy are in­
volved which need the under­
standing o / all Zionut,; /or 
thia rea,on both statements 
are printed in their entirety, 
so that •uch opinions as or,r 

reader, may form ,hall be 
based at least on a knowledge 
o/ lhe po,ition• adopted by 
both ,ide, to the controver,y. 

The Editors 

Statement of 
Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 

I HA VE BEE rcq uc tcd to comment 

on the statements i sued by Dr. I racl 

Gold tein which purport to give the 

fact connected with the controversy 
which developed in the American Zioni t 
Emergency Council. Dr. Gold tein' facts 
suffer from deft di tortion , twi t and 
ignificant omis ion , which give a false 

and misleading account of what actually 
tran pircd. 

( 1) Dr. Goldstein tatcs that at a 
meeting of the Emergency Council on 
October 30, it was unanimou ly decided 
not to pre for the re olution unlcs and 
until the preliminary approval of the 
Executive branch of the Government 
shall have been ecur d. o uch decision 
wa taken by the Emergency Council on 
October 3 0. In fact no deci ions what-
oever were taken at that meeting. The 

minutes of the meeting quote me as say­
ing: «we will not go ahead with the 
re olution without fully canva sing the 
ituation. If the answer from the State 

Department is at all vague, I would not 
recommend proceeding with it." This 
precaution was suggested not out of a 
de ire not to offend the State Department 
or the Pre ident, but in order to protect 
our el e again t the kind of urprise 
which wa jumped on u la t Spring. The 
Council wanted to make doubly sure be­
fore it moved; but no one really expected 
any opposition in view of all that had 
transpired in the preceding months. 

At that ame meeting I reported ( and 
I quote from the minutes of the meet­
ing) .. that in anticipation of the recon­
sideration of the re olution when Con­
gre s reconvene , the Emergency Coun­
cil has been engaged in timulating afresh 
the interest of the member of the House 
Foreign Affair and Senate Foreign Re­
lations Committee . The local emergency 
committee in communit1e in which 
the e member resided had been a ked to 
approach them again and to bring them 
up to date on recent developments and 
to uggest that early action on the reso­
lution, when Congre reconvene , would 
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be desirable. The results so far are grati­
fying ... 

Thus the Council, on October 30, was 
fully informed that continued activities 
in behalf of our resolution were going 
on and would continue in Washington 
and all over the country. It is false to 
suggest even by implication that the 
Emergency Council at its meeting on 
October 3 0 ordered all of 011,r activities 
in behalf of the resolution to be discon­
tinued. It merely directed that we ex­
plore the mind of the State Department 
on our resolution, and there was a con­
sensus of opinion that if the State De­
partment attitude was found to be nega­
tive, we would then not proceed with 
the resolutions. Until such time how­
ever activities in behalf of the resolution 
were not to be discontinued nor was word 
to go out that we were even considering 
a possible postponement. 

Inquiries were accordingly made at the 
State Department, and at the meeting 
on November 21, Dr. Wise reported 
"that Mr. Stettinius had telephoned him 
and informed him that he had seen the 
President who urged that nothing be 
done about the bill at this time and that 
the matter be left in his hands a little 
while longer." 

This, however, did not satisfy the 
members of the Emergency Council. 
Many felt that they had made a mistake 
in deciding to make inquiries at the State 
Department in the first place. We might 
have a sumed that the withdrawal of 
the military objections, the party plat­
form which included Palestine planks 
and the statement of the President him­
self on October 15 were sufficient "green 
light,. to go ahead. 

At this meeting, and here again I quote 
from the minute , "there followed a 
lengthy discu sion, and it was hnally de­
cided that efforts be ·made once more 
to obtain clearance from the President 
through Senator Wagner, and perhaps 
other . It wa agreed to leave it to Dr. 
Wise, Dr. Silver and Mr. Shulman to take 
the nece ary action with regard to an ap­
proach to the President." There was no 
other action taken at this meeting. 

In other word , the Emergency Coun­
cil, upon second thought, was not satis­
fied to have the resolution shelved jitSt 
because the State Department t1nd the 
Preside11t had i11dic11ted their objection to 
the resoli,tion. They were not content to 

let it go at that. They wanted persua­
sive inlluence to be brought to bear upon 
the Administration to change its mind. 

Dr. Wise strenuously objected to this 
line of procedure. He did not want the 
President .. annoyed" by our insistence and 
our persuasion. He reluctantly yielded to 
the pressure of the Council and there­
after, far from using his energies vigor­
ously to persuade the Secretary of State 
and the President, he seriously interfered 
with me in carrying out the clear man­
date of the Council. 

(2) Dr. Goldstein forgets to mention 
the fact which I made known to the 
Council that the day following the No­
vember 21 meeting, I wired Dr. Wise 
urging him to get in touch with Con­
gressman Bloom to see the President. Dr. 
Wise never replied to this telegram. 

( 3) No one interested in the passage 
of the hill ever saw the President on the 
resolution at that time or since. He was 
out of Washington. All our information 
has come through Mr. Stettinius. The 
first and the only personal contact with 
Mr. Stettinius to carry out the wishes of 
the Council could not be made before 
December 4. It was made by Senator 
Wagner and myself. Senator Wagner 
was not in Washington before the pre­
ceding Tuesday and our appointment 
could not be made before the following 
Monday. 

( 4) But by December 4 the Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee had already 
met anJ had c<msidered oitr resoltttion. 
In fact, at the request of Senator Taft, 
our Palestine Resolution was to have been 
considered by the Committee on N ovcm­
ber 22, but out of courtesy to Senator 
Wagner who was out of the city, the 
consideration of our resolution by the 
committee was postponed to November 
29. I reported at the meeting of our 
Council on November 21 that such meet­
ing of the Senate Committee had been 
cheduled for the next day, but had been 

po tponed to the 29th. 

Senator Taft requested consideration of 
the resolution on his own initiative. He 
was neither requested nor urged by me. 
Already on November 11 (please note 
the date) Senator Taft wrote me: .. I have 
had to delay my return to Washington 

1 

Dr. Silver's Statement 
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until Thursday, but I hope we can pro­
ceed with the Palestine Resol1ttion im­
mediately." He was one of the co-spon­
sors of the resolution. He had resented 
the postponement of the resolution last 
Spring. It was he who had kept after 
the military-until he obtained the letter 
from Secretary of War Stimson with­
drawing their objections. As soon as 
Congress reconvened, he began pre ing 
for his resolution, just as we all did, in­
cluding the delegates at the Convention 
of the ZOA at Atlantic City. 

( S) Dr. Goldstein suggests that if I 
had not brought pressure on Congressman 
Bloom to take the matter up with his 
committee no action whatsoever would 
have been taken in Congress. I did not ar­
rive in Washington until November 27. 
By that time a meeting of the Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee, as I indi­
cated above, had already been et for No­
vember 29, and the Senate Committee 
was prepared to act favorably on our res­
olution at that meeting. It has been sug­
gested that I should have asked the com­
mittee to defer action. Why? This was 
certainly not my mission nor mand11te in 
Washington. I was there to see whether 
I could persuade the State Department 
and the President to withdraw their ob­
jections to the passage of the resolution. 
Failing in that, the Council would then 
have to decide what to do, since the first 
report of the President's disapproval did 
not close the matter as far as the Coun­
cil was concerned. I have not yet had 
the opportunity to contact either the 
State Department or the President. I 
was not to ee Mr. Stettinius until De­
cember 4. Until I had had the chance 
to persuade them and failed, I could not 
go, nor did the Council obligate me to 
go, to the members of the Senate For­
eign Relations Committee and ask them, 
many of whom had been critical of the 
State Department's intervention and of 
the President's action last Spring, to post­
pone action on our Palestine Resolution 
for which the Jew of America had so 
persistently pre sed up to the very last. 
We were not pressing for the resolution. 

The pressure came from the Senate Com­

mittee itself which was so much inter-

[Continued on P•9• 9] 
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ested in the Palestine Resolution that it 
met on four successive occasions to con­
sider it and it insisted time and again 
on approving our resolution in spite of 
two personal appearances before it made 
by the Secretary of State and in spite of 
other pressure brought by the Adminis­
tration against it. Even when the reso­
lution was finally postponed as a result 
of the persistent pressure from the State 
Department and the President, two-thirds 
of the members of the Senate Commit­
tee signed a round robin in which they 
stated that they would have voted for 
the resolution were it not for this insis­
tence of the State Department and the 
President. 

Congressman Bloom had publicly an­
nounced right after the President's state­
ment of October 15 that he would sum­
mon a meeting of his committee the day 
after Congress reconvened. He was eager 
to move forward. I called on. him for 
the purpose of getting him to contact the 
President and State Department. He did 
not feel that the State Department had 
to be consulted about it. It was none of 
its business, he stated. Prior to my ar­
rival in Washington, and in anticipation 
of the meeting of his committee, he had 
had printed as a House document, the 
Palestine endorsements made by the four 
hundred congressmen and senators which 
appeared in the volume, uAmerica and 
Palestine," recently published by the 
Emergency Council. It was Congress­
man Bloom's own idea and all credit is 
due him for it. Congressman Bloom was 
somewhat concerned with the fact that 
he might be blamed if he moved forward 
and the resolution failed of passage in his 
committee. He wanted us to share in 
the responsibility for moving ahead. I re­
assured him on that score, and at his re­
quest, I wrote him a letter following our 
interview in which I backed him up. 
Congressman Bloom convoked his com­
mittee on November 29, the very day 
on which the Senate Committee met to 
consider our resolution. Bloom was un­
doubtedly encouraged to move forward 
rapidly by the fact that the Senate Com­
mittee had scheduled a meeting on No­
vember 29 and was expected to act fav­
orably on the resolution. 

(6) When we finally got to Stettin­
ius on December 4-and here Dr. Gold­
stein's memory again conveniently fails 
him-we were shown, right at the out-

set, that fatal telegram of Dr. Wise 
which was dispatched without the know­
ledge of either Senator Wagner or my­
self and without any authorization from 
the Council on the very eve of our inter­
view, a telegram which was calculated 
to nullify the effectiveness of our mis­
sion to the Secretary of State. This 
telegram which in so many words told 
the Secretary of State, and through him 
the President, that Dr. Wise and many of 
his associates would readily and without 
protest accept their decision with refer­
ence to the resolution, broke the back of 
the entire effort which the Council had 

Dr. Silver's Statement 
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resolved to make in order to change the 
mind of the State Department and of the 
President. Out: only hope lay in persuad­
ing Mr. Stettinius, and through him, the 
President, that the entire Zionist Move­
ment and the entire Jewish people of 
America were solidly united in demand­
ing action on the resolution which had 
been hanging fire for over ten months, 
and that their hopes, which had been 
raised so high by all that had transpired 
during the year, would be dashed to th~ 
ground if it became known that the 
President insisted on a second deferment. 

[ Continued on next page l 

THE ANCIENT MOUNTAIN JEWS OF RUSSIA 
By ABRAM KHAVIN* 

B DRIED deep in the Caucausus, in the 
territory of the Daghestan Soviet 

Republic, there exists an ancient Jewish 
community of which comparatively little 
is known. Referred to usually as the 
"mountain Jews," these people have been 
living in the Caucasus for more than 
2,000 years, and, according to legend, 
are descendants of the Israelites led into 
captivity by the Babylonian king, Nebu­
chadnezzar. 

Recently, I had occasion to visit the 
Daghestan Republic, and there I met 
many of these mountain Jews. Although 
they look very much like their Moslem 
neighbors, they can be distinguished by . 
their biblical names, such as Hannah, 
Leah, Rachel, Miriam. 

Interestingly enough, although they 
have had little contact with European 
Jewry, they consider themselves an in­
tegral part of world Jewry and were 
eager for news of the life and culture of 
the Russian Jews in the European part 
of the U.S.S.R. 

They showered me with questions about 
what has been happening to the Jews in 
the newly liberated territories. Leah 
Khandukayeva, a superintendent in the 
famous Buinaksk Cannery, said to me: 
"Although we speak different languages, 

* Thro11gh the Jewish Telegraphic 
Agency. 

we consider ourselves to be flesh and blood 
of the Jewish people." 

Discussing the present life of the 
mountain Jews, who lived in indescrib­
able poverty and ignorance before the 
Revolution, she cited as an example a 
prosperous collective nearby, almost 
wholly composed of mountain Jews, and 
also the many Jews employed in the can­
nery, whose products are sought for 
throughout the Soviet Union. Up to ten 
or fifteen years ago few could be found 
in industry. 

In the pa t quarter-century the moun­
tain Jews have also developed their own 
intelligentsia, and Leah Khandukayev:1 
mentioned the names of a number of her 
brethren in Buinaksk who are highly re­
spected physicians, journalists and tech­
nical experts. With pride, she told me 
also how valorously her tribesmen were 
fighting on the various battlefronts. 

In the last three year many Jews from 
Bessarabia, Odessa, the Crimea and other 
sections of Russia have come to Daghe­
stan for refuge. Some of them settled in 
the town of Buinaksk :ind have proven a 
great asset to its industries. The refugee 
were welcomed by the people of all na­
tionalities residing in the Caucasus, but 
:1 particularly warm reception was given 
them by the mountain Jews, who gladly 
hared their homes and food with them. 
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Dr. Wi e' telegram which wa sent from 
Pittsburgh at the time of the sessions of 
the American Jewish Conference, and 
presumably with the knowledge of Dr. 
Goldstein, deliberately wrecked this ef­
fort and torpedoed the resolution. 

(7) Dr. Goldstein has another seri­
ous lapse of memory. On December 5, 

he sent the following telegram to every 
member of the Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee: rrw e eamestly 1,rge you re­
port out favorably Palcsti11c Resol11tio11 
for adoption by present Congress. . . 
Your Committee's favorable action would 
be deeply appreciated as fulfillment Presi­
dent's magnificent message the Zionist 
Organization of America and overwhelm­
ing American opinion as expressed re­
cently in both party platforms." 

Why did Mr. Goldstein violate the 
"unanimous decision" of the Emergency 
Council in urging Senators to act on the 
resolution when he knew full well that 
no "green light" had been given? If 
Dr. Silver is guilty of a breach of dis­
cipline, what about Dr. Goldstein? But 
the gentleman was playing safe. If the 
resolution passed he would share in the 
credit. If it failed-why, he would see to 
it that the failure would all be blamed 
on Dr. Silver. 

And having sent this telegram, why 
did he appear in Washington forty-eight 
h011-rs later to urge the same Senators not 
to pass the resolution? 

And having come to Washington to 
persuade the Senators not to pass the 
re olution, why did he permit himself 
to be persuaded by me 1wt to carry 01,t 
his mission? Instead, he and the other 
members of the committee went to Stet­
tinius to tell him that the Zionists were 
11()/ pressing for the resolution but that 
the pressure came from the Senate Com­
mittee itself (which, of course, was the 
truth). Is Dr. Goldstein unwilling ever 
to a sume re ponsibility for what he does, 
or says, or writes? Is the fault alw:iy 
that of someone else? 

( 8) Dr. Goldstein again has a conven­
ient lapse of memory when he fails to 
mention that at the Executive of the 
Emergency Council which met in Wash­
ington on Monday morning, December 
11 ( and which by the way was the only 
authorized meeting of the Emergency 
Council since the meeting on November 
21-the other meetings of December 7 
and 9 being rump meetings called by Dr. 
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Wi e in contravention of the clear pro­
visions of the constitution) it was agreed 
that nothing be done to i11/crfere with the 
passflge of the reso/:utio11 on which the 
Foreign Affairs Committee was to act 
that very afternoon, but instead Mr. 
Stettinius should be asked to issue a state­
ment that his appearance before the 
Senate Committee did not indicate a 
change of attitude on the part of the 
President. Nothing was to be said to Mr. 
Stettinius about def erring the P"lestine 
Resolution. Dr. Wise and Dr. Goldstein 
concurred on this, and I joined in the 
delegation to Mr. Stettinius with that 
understanding and only on that b"sis. 

( 9) Dr. Goldstein stated that the res­
olution which was approved by the House 
Foreign Affairs Committee was regarded 
by many Zionists here and especially in 
Palestine as a "watered-down" resolution 

because the word .. Jewish" was omitted 
before «Commonwealth" and the word 
"ultimately" wa retained. How, then 
is one to account for the fact that the 
presidents of Hadassah, Mizrachi and the 
Poale Zion, as well as Mr. Lipsky of the 
Jewish Agency Executive, hailed the res­
olution in public statements? Dr. Wise 
told Congressman Bloom and me on the 
very day that it was voted that it was 
..a very good resolution." The Jewish 
press likewise welcomed it heartily, and 
the American Jewish Conference, meeting 
in Pittsburgh, acclaimed it. 

It might be in point here to recall that 
at the Hearings before the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs-on February 8-Dr. 
Goldstein was asked by Congressman 
Schifller: "You do not propose immedi­
ately to have a Commonwealth?" To 

[Continued on next page 1 

LETTER FROM THE WAR FRONT TO THE 
HOME FRONT 

This important and moving letter 
111as sent to the Center Sisterhood by 
a former writer for PM, now with 
the Psychological Warf are Bra11ch, 
Allied Force Headquarter . 

By Leo J. Margolin 

I WANT to extend to you and the mem­
bers of the Sisterhood my heartfelt 

thanks for remembering me with a 
holiday package. 

As a journalist I feel it i my duty to 
try and interpret for the folks back home 
the feelings of the American soldiers with 
whom I eat, sleep and work. I am more 
fortunate than the average oldier be­
cause my work takes me back at regular 
intervals to civilization, which, to the 
average soldier, means cooked meals, a 
real bed with white sheets, and different 
faces, preferably the faces of civilian -
even Italian civilians. 

The greatest fear of the soldier on the 
front is not death. We do not fear for 
the courage of our men. They don't 
want to die, but they are not afraid to 
die. Their biggest fear i that the people 
back home have forgotten them. That's 
why mail from home and packages­
packages such as yours-are important, 
so terribly, terribly urgent. 

You would think that war, even static 
war, is exciting enough for any human 
being. Yet, the biggest thrill any sol­
dier can get is a letter and/or a package 
from home, or close to home. I have 
seen boys who have fought and killed 
the enemy for 5 6 hours at a stretch sud­
denly become rejuvenated at a letter from 
home, or a package which had something 
from home. What is in the package is of 
econdary importance; the momentous 
thing is that the package i a symbol to 
him that he has 110/ been forgotten. Mail 
from home is the best morale builder in 
the army. So, although our women can't 
fight alongside their men, they can do 
the next best thing: remember their men, 
and never let their men feel that they've 
been forgotten for a single moment. 

I am asked by my friends time and 
again when the war in Europe will be 
over. I can only tell you and the mem­
bers of the Sisterhood this: please don't 
look for any miracles to end this war. 
The shooting in Europe will be over only 
when we have killed so many German 
that there won't be enough of them left 
to match our numbers. And that won't 
be for some time. 

And so again my sincere thanks and 
my best regards to my friends in the 
Center. 

' 

I 

I 



which Dr. Goldstein replied: "No; we 
could not propose it as an immediate step, 
because we realize there would have to be 
a Jewish majority in the land before we 
could act for the implementation of a 
Commonwealth, and the achievement of 
a Jewi h majority wat undoubtedly take 
some time." (See p. 119 of the Hear­
ings.) 

( 10) Dr. Goldstein is guilty of a dis.: 
tortion when he states that at the final 
meeting of the Emergency Council, where 
I announced my resignation, I asked to 
be made the sole leader in the Zionist 
movement in America with absolute un­
conditional power. "When this condition 
was not agreed on," states Dr. Goldstein, 
I "handed in my resignation." There is 
not a scintilla of truth in all this. I 
tated at the meeting that the present set­

up of dual or multiple leadership in the 
Council has led to serious conflicts in the 
past and had culminated in the present 
crisis. I advised a re-organization of the 
Emergency Council with an eye towards 
the elimination of conflicting leadership 
and the centralization of authority. In 
connection with that, I read at great 
length a letter which I wote to Dr. Wise 
in 1943 at the time when he and Dr. 
Weizmann asked me to take over the 
leadership of the political work of out 
movement. In that letter I stated that 
if Dr. Wise wished to continue as the 
active political leader of the movement, 
no one was thinking of supplanting him. 
I assumed that he wished to be relieved 
of it. ulf now you feel that you wish 
to retain that office, not in an honorary 
but in an active capacity, I wish you 
would let me know definitely and in mak­
ing my reply I will say that Dr. Wise is 
head of the political work of the Emer­
gency Council and there is no need for 
drafting me or anyone else." 

Dr. Wise knew exactly under what 
conditions I assumed the office at his and 
Dr. Weizmann's urging. The purpose was 
to eliminate the very unfortunate over­
lapping and cross-purposes in our politi­
cal work which brought the Emergency 
Council to bankruptcy two years ago. 
My resignation, as everyone knows, wa~ 
not prompted, as Dr. Goldstein asserts, 
by the refusal of the Emergency Coun­
cil to accept my suggestions for re-organ­
ization. These suggestions were not even 
considered at the meeting and have not 
yet been acted upon. It wa a motion 

to request all the officers of the Emer­
gency Council to resign, a motion which 
the Council refused to table, which caJled 
forth my resignation. 

( 11) Dr. Goldstein refers to a memo­
randum which Dr. Nahum Goldmann 
sent me purporting to be a report of 
what the Secretary of State had told him 
and Dr. Wise in reply to the request of 
the Council to issue the statement whicn 
is referred to above. I was a member of 
the committee which called upon Mr. 
Stettinius to request that statement. The 
reply of Mr. Stettinius was not given in 
writing to the Council, but orally to Dr. 
Goldmann and Dr. Wise who happened 
to be calling on the Secretary of State on 
another mission. Dr. Goldmann sent 
me the following memorandum a few 
days later: 

11 

"Mr. Stettinius caJled Dr. Wise and me 
into his room before meeting with the 
delegation. He told us that he had been 
in touch with the President about the 
statement which we had suggested he 
should issue. He said that the President 
was in a very bad mood because we had 
gone ahead with the Resolution and in­
stead of acquiescing in his request to hold 
the matter up for the time being, had 
sought to bring pressure to bear through 
the Senate. He felt that the Zionists had 
lost confidence in him, and Mr. Stettin­
ius said that in the circumstances it was 
difficult to discuss such questions with 
him at this time. It would not be po -
sible for him (Mr. S.) to issue the letter 
suggested." 

I was surprised and disturbed by this 

r Continued on next P•CJ• l 

INSIDE NEWS OF ZIONISM 
By BORIS SMOLAR 

THE Wise-Silver conflict is causing a 
good deal of commotion not only in 

this country, but also in Palestine. Some­
one sent word to Palestine that the Sil­
verites intend to organize a new Zionist 
party in America. The Jews in Palestine, 

·although themselves split into altogether 
too many groups and parties would not 
like to see the Zionist Organization of 
America broken up when American 
Zionists have to fulfill a mission of vital 
importance to Palestine's future. 

It eems that there is, for the time 
being, no basis for fearing that the pro­
Silver members of the ZOA will form a 
party of their own. But the possibility 
exists that they may insist upon calling 
an extraordinary convention of the Z{)A 
to air their grievances. And it looks as 
if both sides are preparing to tour the 
country in order to present their view­
points to the member hip in the provin­
cial cities. 

It is assumed that the rift within the 
American Zionist movement wiJl not end 
before Dr. Weizmann reaches the United 
States. It is expected that he will be here 
in March. ·Many leading Zionists con­
sider him the only person able to restore 
unity. 

* 
It was quite a surprise to many to read 

that Chaim Greenberg, the much-re­
spected Zionist-Laborite leader, was cho-

sen chairman of the executive of the 
Zionist Emergency Council, replacing 
Dr. Silver. The surprise was due to the 
fact that the Zionist-Laborite members 
of the Council were all for the re-elec­
tion of Dr. Silver. Greenberg was the 
exception, and even submitted his resigna­
tion because he did not see eye to eye 
with the other members of his party in 
the Council. It was originally indicated 
that the post of chairman of the execu­
tive would be offered to Louis Lipsky. 

* * 

Behind President Roosevelt's desire to 
personally handle the Palestine issue, 
without any action by Congress, is the 
President's hope that he may soon meec 
with Ibn Saud, the ruler of Saudi Arabia 
and strongest figure in the Arab world. 
President Roosevelt hopes that in a per­
son-to-person talk with Ibn Saud he may 
ucceed in convincing him of the nece -

sity of compromising with the Zionist 
demands for Palestine. Once Ibn Saud 
is won over, any other Arab oppo ition 
would not matter. 

In Washington it is pointed out that 
Palestine is definitely one of the territo­
ries whose fate will be considered not 
only by Britain, but by the AIJies, and 
that no decision with regard to Palestine 
will be taken without con ulting Jews 
and Arab. 

Brooklyn Jewish Center Review 
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report for in my two previous contacl" 
with Mr. Stc.ttinius there was no indica­
tion whatsoever given that the President 
was in a very bad mood or that he felt 
that the Zionists had lost confidence in 
him. Dr. Goldmann did not treat that 
"information" as confidential. He con­
veyed this "information" to newspaper­
men in New York. A panic mood was 
being. fostered among our Zionist leaders 
with the design-as later events showed 
-to bring about my resignation. 

In preparation for my official report 
to- the Emergency Council, which was to 
be given on December 20, and in order 
not to do any injustice either to the Sec­
retary of State or to the President, I made 
inquiries as to whether this memorandum 
of Dr. Goldmann correctly represented 
what Mr. S.tettinius had said, and whether 
perhaps he had been mi quoted, or mis­
understood. 

I received a reply to the effect that Dr. 
Goldmann's memorandum "was not quite 
in accordance with the Secretary's rec­
.ord. The Secretary told Dr. Wise that 
he had been in touch with the President 
as he had offered to do regarding the 
tatement which Dr. Wise and Dr. Silver 

had requested him to make. The reaction 
that Mr. Stettinius obtained was that the 
President felt that this group should 
have confidence in his handling of the 
matter and that it would not be appro­
priate- for Mr. Stettinius to issue the 
tatement. Mr. Stettinius asked Dr. Wise 

if he would be good enough to give this 
information to Dr. Silver." 

Thi , of cour e, is a radically different 
ver ion from that of Dr. Goldmann's. 
There i nothing here about the Presi­
dent being in a very bad mood, or feel­
ing that the Zionists had lost confidence 
in him. But Rabbi Goldstein, far from 
being shocked at Dr. Goldmann's :tmaz­
ing misquotation of a most critical report 
and far from regarding it as omething 
" candalou ," denounces rather my fact­
finding inquiry a omcthing «scanda­
lous". ~ . 

( 12) There arc many other things 
which this Rabbi chooses to forget. Al­
ready at the Zionist Convention in At­
lantic City he and his little cabal were 
preparing the ~ay for my elimination. 
The Resolutions Committee of the Con­
vention had prepared a re olution which 
wholeheartedly endorsed my admini tra­
tion and called for a continuation of the 
dynamic and ucce ful progre of the 
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Emergency oun il "under the present 
leadership." At a subsequent meeting, 
Dr. Goldstein demanded the elimination 
of the words «under the present leader-
hip." He made that request, he said, 

in the name of Dr. Wise with whom he 
had spoken by telephone in New York. 
I stated, of course, that as far as I was 
concerned, I intended to hold my office 
not a single day longer than the Emer­
gency Council wished me to, and that, 
of course, I would agree to the elimina­
tion of the words «under the present 
leadership." 

The ZOA Administration had a diffi­
cult time at the plenary session of the 
Convention to put through the resolu­
tion without the words, "under the pres­
ent leadership." I personally had to step 
forward and beg the delegates to agree 
to the omission of tho e word . But I 
and my friends knew all along what was 
in the mind of Dr. Goldstein and his 
clique. 

( 13) Many will recall the fight which 
raged at the ZOA Convention in Atlan­
tic City about my annual report which 
the administration was determined to 
chedule at the very end of the Conven­

tion when most of the delegates would 
have gone home, in order to make small 
change of it. Dr. Goldstein had to yield. 
to the pressure from the delegates but 
the whole miserable affajr was another 
result of the embittered and envenomed 
policy of undermining, belittling and dis­
crediting which Dr. Goldstein and his 
friends had been carrying on throughout 
the yea,r. 

( 14) The Rabbi has ince carried out 
a successful purge of Silver adherents on 
the Executive of the ZOA and among 
the representatives of the ZOA on the 
Emergency Council. His efficiency in 
perfecting his political machine should 
be the envy of Tammany Hall. 

( 15) Dr. Goldstein has always re-
cnted the Emergency Council. He has 

regarded it as a competing institution 
with the ZOA and as interfering with 
his prerogatives as President of the ZOA. 
He has frequently complained that he 
is not being sent of ten enough to Wash­
ington on missions for the Emergency 
Council. He has been saddened by the 
fact that the successes of the Emergency 
Council have eclipsed his achievements 
as President of the ZOA, and have robbed 
him of the publicity which he so avidly 
craves. 

HONOR ROLL 

The following is an additional 
list of members, children and 
grandchildren of Center members 
serving with the United States 
armed forces. The list indudes 
names received up to the time of 
going to press. 

Canick, Moses Leon, Ensign 
Schenkman, Harry, Capt. 

* 
The following is a list of promo­

tions in rank: 

Goldberg, Ephraim, T / 5 

Goldsmith, Philip, Sp. V. 
3/cl P.O. 

Horowitz, Nathaniel, Cpl. 

Jaffe, Albert, Lt. J.G. 

Koven, Leo, Capt. 

Kugel, Joseph, Maior 

Lerner, Seymour D., S 1/c 

Lieberman, Alfred L., Cpl. 

Rogoff, Aaron C., Sgt. 

Shapiro, Edward, Sgt. 

- - -------- -- -- ~ 
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STA ~'.!l/IENTS BY DR. ABBA HILLEL SILVER AND DR. ISRAEL GOLDST nN ON THE 

CIRCUMSTANC'SS THAT HAVE LED TO THE RIDRGANIZATION OF THE 

AMIBICAN ZIONIST EMSRGENCY COUNCIL 

Following are the sn11ont points of st:i.tcmcnts issued nt 

press confor.encos in NGW York City by Dr. Isrncl Goldstein, Prcsj_dcnt 

of the Zionist Orgnnizntion of America, nnd Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, 

vvho resigned as co-chainnnn of the Am .r1cnn Zionist Emergency Council 

and ~s chairmnn of its Executive Commit tee . Those statements pres ent 

both sides of tho controversy. 

• • • The Edi tor 
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• S~AT BY DR. ISRAEL GOLDST'ITN 

At the meetings of th9 Arnerican i1onist Emergency Council 

held Octob8r 30th and Huvavnb :r;- 21sJc :1.t··.;,---ndt;d by the rep res ,ntuti v e s 

o:' al\ the i:tonist pA.]~ti es f'.!1d by tc, th co· •c:10.i nn0n, the r·e ,vns a dt s­

cussi0n as to the adv-icabii.ity of p-..·css ng for t . .::i.e immediate pasi=;uge 

of our Palestine rcso1-utions no pending before C ngross. 

All agreed thD.t before presslng for the passage of the r 1;s0•· 

lutiona it was absolutely neccssa~"Y to s G'.}U:t'e the assurance t et the 

State Dcpa"'."tment woultj_ not intcrnose ob~o,..,cions at thls tim.,. As a 

X'osul ~ of the unfo:t:--tunato cxperi·nce Jast, .f.,..1:r•:;h, it was felt that it 

would be um·1ise to risk another di;fcrn~r•.t whi.0h the State Dupartm nt 

objcc~lons might ca.usoo There was no dissent fror. this op·~-1 on on 

the pn.::,t of any of the pax•ty rcprcscntrftivcs or either of t1~0 co-

chai ''."'•:1on . Thero wus no c..isc ~.ss ion of II mill t nn0y '' or II non-mili"~- n.ncy, 
11 

"ap ')CO.B cmcnt, 11 "t imid1 ty" or 11 bo.ck· -s taix•s diplomacy. 
11 Evcri~;odJ 

agreed th".t us a matter of common sense, we should not risk o. s ... cond 

def oa·~ ••• 

Repeated 0fforts 11oro made to secure the assent 0f -c::o Stf' o 

Dopn: ... ·c:·1 :--nt in accor ancc w1 ·ch tho unanimous d.ocis on of' tho filncrg "' ncy 

Counc:11-. In r esponse to those r ("\pc-o.t :-il offo,,-.ts, vie got tho rC'qU st 

"to 1 ~:".vr the mat ·:.., r p""'nding n. little vJ.ilo longorc-
11 

On Novemb er ?,7th: si days attcr th e a'bo"( o mentioned meeting 

of tho Emergency Counc~_l o. t which n a. .,cis on 1ns :i:-\..,nchod) D~. Sj_ lv er, 

ns Ch(, irmnn of the Excc'.l ivo of the A-:i ,.., 'i r,an '{ij onist Ern,Jrgonoy Council, 

witl out the knowl ""'dr.;e o~'.' r1.ut;~,o'l:"'izn·:.;10.1 '! ::c,.-•1 thf' 't bo:-•• y nnd contT·ory to 

its decision ·:rote ·tn ofticial co1TITT;lAn~1.~ et.'t., 1 ... 1 n ·~o :1.up.v-'scntnt v o Sol 

Bloom, tho Cho.irman of th0 House ForGig~1 Affo, __ rs Comml ttoo, in wh ch 

he said: 

"As Chaixmnn of' tho E .. :ccu ti vo Commit ~co of the A1:1 "Jricnn 

iionist Emergency Council I urg r ... prompt a\,,tion on tho Rosol tion . 
11 

Mr. Bloom hnd demandC'd a w.t ... itt- ,,n ruau cst from Dr. Silver in order to 
4 

be s1rc tho.tit wna n.n official request. 

Following tho r eceipt of this conrnunicntion, ~. B~oom con­

von ., d the House Foreign A~:.:'ai-r.s Co~nmt~tcc u.nd. on Novomb r 30th o. reso-

1ution wns report ed out f:1.'or~b1y :h1 vih.ish tho word 
1
Jovish

11 
vno 

omitted b efore "Commonwealth" nnd tho word :•ult imr, tcly 11 wn.s roto.Jncd. 

~o many Ztonists hero o.nd cspocio.J ly in Pal estine, this 

wnt Jt'cd-do m resolution, ,vhich 1ro Lessing Ros : nvrnld found it possible 

to o.) rove, was highly unsntisfactory. It wo.~ n.n:,thing but '!ml.Li tnnt ." 

·fuon the matter came subsodltontly b efore tho Senato Foreign 

Rclntions Committee: the Prosideat of tho ZOA s :oing thnt w..., hnd boon 

drng ..,·cd into this si tuntion ngainst thr- d ecision of the "'1 ,x, .,oncy 

Counc· l nnd dooming it ncccss,~.ry thc1.t at lou.s·c tho Senate R soJ.ution 

should be a prop or Zionist Eosolution, s ont a. t nleg.-rlll1l to the members 

of tJ o Sennto Foro!gn Rolntions Co ittee in wh. cl: it wn.s ul'."g d that 

the -,ord 11 Jewish" bo rctnincd before "Cornmonv2n.lth11 nnd thnt tho word 

"ultl1n·:- tcly" be removed. 
Continued an Page 2c) 
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The appearance of Secretary of State St ~t tinius before 

the So.nntc Comni ttcc and tho s t t".tomont which he issued brought a.bout 

the dcfcrnncnt of the Palestine Resolution •••• 

An issue is now being raised of "bold p0li ticnl ac tioni' 

vors?-s "timidity." ~his issue is n patent attempt to cover up tho 

qu es ·c 1on of why an officer of the Em0rgcncy Council hns acted con­

trary to its decisions in which h e himself sharcd5 'Why was not tho 

issue ·'"Jf "timidity" versus "boldness" presented n.+ tho meotingg of tho 

Emc:i:'~--ncy Council of October 30th nnd November 21st? Why were tho 

voic er, ·which o. ro now hoa:rd so stridently not rais ed at that time .J..n 

favor of going forward in defiance of the Stn.te Department? Wny d1.d 

Dr. Silver say then thnt even if the answer of tho Stnte Department 

were vngue, we should not go forwc rd? 

Ono rcdc,--ming circumstnncc of tho entire unfortunate situa­

tion is that Dr. Wise:- Chairmnn of the Emergency Council, by o.dhcring 

to the decisions of that body, remains n friendly contnct with the 

President and the State Department. To maintain this ,f ricndly contact 

is essential. 

On December 19th, the ZOA Executive Cornmi ttee by o. vote of 

17 :t;,:, 4 adopted the following resolution: 

., It is tho sense of this meeting that on the basis of tho 

facts a.a presented to us Dr. Wise's resignation c. s a prot est o.gn ns.,~ 

Dr. Silver1 s action in controvention of tho d ~cisions of the Eincrgcncy 

Council is justified. We believe thnt DrG Wise's rcsignrtion from 

the 1 -Jadership of the Zionist movement in Am1.::ricn. would most seriously 

injure the interests of the movement o.nd therefore conditions must be 

cront0d to enable Dr. Wise to continue as Chairmnn of the Amcric(n 

Zionist Emergency Council." 

We leave 1 t to our roprcsontati ves on the Emergency Council 

to net in nccordo.nce with those viev1s •••• 

The entire set of circumst~nces la most regrettable. 'o 

do not undcrostimntc Dr. S1lvcr1 s important s ervices to the Zionist 

movement during the past fourteen months and b efore ••• T ... 1i s fine 

record, however, do cs not obscure tho regrettable events of r cent 

we0ka nnd his responsibility for them. 

So fnr ns the ZOA co-operation with the Emergency Council 

is c'Jncerned, the r 0cord is clenr. The ZOA has enabled the Emergency 

Council upon its reorgnnization to secure a bud10t of $500,000 for tho 

year- 1hich wo.s no moan factor in the success of tho work. Tho ZOA has 

turn dover to the Emergency Council its leading people in tho iocnl 

communi tics for the public relntions work. Tho ZOA leadership hns 

rend JJ:1ed conspicuous service nt the h :-nrings of tho House F0rcign 

Affalrs Corrmi ttee la.st February and 1',inrch and in the s ccuring of tho 

Palestine planks in tho Dcmocrntic plC1,t form ns well as tho PrJGiion·;ts 

moss'l.geo The leaders of the 'ZOA have fulfilled every assigm.1cnt i l ich 

has been given to them by the Emergency Council. The ZOA i'/1.L°l. cun·• 

tinu to give the Emergency Council fu 1 co-opcrat i0n. Its ~e~ders 

and r cprosentntives, however, will retn.1..n tho right to express honest 

and conscientious judgment on questions as they nriJ:;o, a.biding f 

cours e , by tho will of tho majority, ( Continued on Pago 3o) 
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and wi'l.l also continue to insist on discipline as the fundament al 

basis of any democratically orga nized constitu ency o 

Where are we left now? 

There is hope that in the next session of Congre8~r ~~ ~he 

war dr.aws closer to its end, the objections of the Stat e tep,,· •t r.1.e :Yt 

may b e withdrawn and the Palestine r esolutions, in i mproved \1\J C.~ c .. L '~ ,. 

may go throu gh -- 1th virtual unanimity. There is al Ro a po s~ ~, 5.·­

li ty t ~at President Roosevelt may himself find a :11ay in con~ •1.t s t ::. c r1 

with the heads of other governments to p;l va a sign of fulfi ..L.L· .1eff .. c,-r· 

his pJ. edge and that of the two parties in their platforms. l n L • 

this t h e goodwill of the President is essential. 

What needs to be borne in mind by all of us Zionists is that 

as imnortant as are the Congress resolutions 1 t is even more i mpo ): ' o.nt 

to s .:..cu re practical help from our government and its all i es in shaping 

the f uture of Palestine and in bringing imnigrants into Pal estine i n 

the i r11.mediate future and preparing Palestine to absorb mass J ewish i m­

mig~:,n_J_, ion after the war. If only a few ships could be provi d e d to 

transport Jews in European lands who ha ve certificnt es for PpJ.estine ! 

If on 1 y United Nat:tons' funds might b e made availAble for P r-tios tine
1 

s 

devol.0;1ment to serve the rehabilitation program of the thousands who 

will r1.dopt it as their future home! Here the President's goodwill 

and friendship could be of crucial h elpfulness -- in addi~ _on to his 

potent ial aid in securing the proclrunnt1on of n J ewish Commorwcnl th. 

Before us Zionists there i s a clear challenge~ e shall 

not g ~t very far by exhausting oursel v es rith int ernal di s s ens ions. 

This wiJ.l only giv e aid and comfort to our enemi es. ~ e mu s t s ot our 

hous e in order and p roceed with our work. It wi l i b e t~agic if ns a 

r esult of this ngi t a t ion, our tempo of px-ogress should b e halted • 

• 
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S'":ATEt.:~NT B~ DR. AB A HILL~ SILV-:R 

. . 
• Dr. Goldstein states thn.t at o. meeting of the Emo~c;ency 

Council. on Octobnr 30, it w:1s un: .nimous·Ly dccidod not to press :fo:1:, 

tho r ~aolutions unless and until the pr:liminnry approval of th o Ex­

ecutive brunch of tho Government shall ha.vc b een securcde No suet .. 

dcclsi on wns to.ken by the Emergency Co ·nctl on October 30(1 In fnc·:-: 

no d "C:tsions whatso ever were takon nt thct me eting. Tho mi n--.i t,c • of 

the mn .. ~ting quote mo ns saying: 11 Wc will not go ahead vii th t l c .ro ·o1 ·~l · 

tion v,ithout fully canvassing tho si tuntion. If tho answer f:i.lom tho 

Stat') Dopnrtmont is at all vague, I would not r 8commend proceedi ng 

with it." T11s procnution was suggested not out of a deal~~ not to 

off~nd the StRte Dopa~tmcnt or tho President, but in order to protect 

oux-s: 1.vos against the kind of surprise which was jumped on us .Ln.st 

Spri1J..~ • Tho Council wanted to mnkc doubly sure b oforo it mov ed; b 1t 

no on ') r caliy expected any opposition in view of n.11 thut h 1.d trL ns-· 

pircd in the preceding months. 

At thD.t so.me meeting I rcported(nnd I q.1otc fmm the minutes 

of the meeting) "that in anticipation of tho r ccnnsiderntion of the 

x-osol 1.: -cion when Congress reconvenes, the Thlcrgcnc~r Council hns boon 

cngagr d in atinmlating afresh the interest of the members of th o House 

Foreign Affairs nnd S0nntc Foreign Relations Cormnittccs •..• 

The Council, on October 30, wus fully informed that con­

tinued activities in behalf of our roso::t.ution wcr1 going on and would 

continue in rashington nnd al::t. ov ,--.. r the country. It j s false to sug­

gest oven by implication thnt the Emergency Council at its mo -·ting on 

Octob___,r ZO ordered ull of our nctivltics in bchn.lf of the rcso1.u t rn 

to b e discontinued_, It morcly directed thnt we oxplclrc the mind r, f 

the Stn.tc Department on our r~solutinn, and th0:r:-c was a cons ensus 

of o~inion that if tho State Dcpnrtmcnt attittdc was found to be n 0rya­

tivo, we would then not procc d with the r csoluti0ns ••.• 

Inquiries were accordingly made o.t the State Dcpa~tmcnt, 

and at tho meeting on November 21. Dr. Wisc reported "that I r. Stctti­

nius had telephoned him and infonned him tho.t ho hnd aeon tho Prcsiden 

who urged that nothlng be done about the bill n.t this time and th:' t 

• tho mntt er be left in his hands a 11 ttle while longer."• • • 

At this meeting, and here again I quote from the minut es, 

"thoro followed a lengthy discussion, and it was finally d Jcidcd thnt 

efforts be made once more to obtain clearance fmm the Prcsld nt • 

thro~gh Senator Wagnor, nnd perhaps others. It was agreed to i , .... ~vc 

it t -1 Dr. Wise, Dr. Silver and Mr. Shulman to take the ncccssnry 

acti()n with regard to nn nppronch to the President. 11 Thero was no 

othv~ action token nt this me 0 ting. 

In other words, the Emergency Council ~ upon second thought, 

was not satisfied to have the resolution shelved just because the 

Stnto Department o.nd the P~esidont had indicnt oa tncir objcctic n to 

the rcso:iution. They were not content to lot it go at thntc They 

wnnt ---d pcrsuo.si vo influenc c to be b'.T'.'ought to boar upon the AllnL.ni s-­

tration to cho.ngo its mind. 

Dr. Wise strcrn.iously obj coted to this line of p:roccdur<J o 

did not wo.nt the President "annoyed" by our insistence o.nd our per­

suns ion. • • • 
( Continued on Po.go 5c) 
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Dr. Goldst cin forgets to mention tho fnct which I mnde known 

tto. the Council thnt tho day follov,ing tho Novanb c:t:' 21 meeting, I 

~trod Dr. Wisc u:::"ging him to get in t0uch with C0ngrcssmnn Bloom to 

sec t .J. c Pr Jsidcnt. Dr. Wisc n ,Jvcr x-opli od to this tclcgr.run. 

No one int erested in tho pnssngc of the bill over snw the 

President on the rr.sf11ut10n ut thnt t:tmo or since. He wns 0ut nf 

Wnsh.1.ngton. All our infonnn.t1nn hns C')me thr ugh Mr. Stott lnius,. 

Tho first and the oniy porsonnl cnntact with Mro Stcttinius to car17 

out t;_.., e wishos of the Council c0uld not be mnd.e b efore Dcccmb 0 r 4o I t: 

was me. de by Sonatnr Wagner o.nd myself. Son.ri.tor Wr1.gnor was not in 

Wash ington before the preceding Tuesday and our nppointmcnt c f")uld n'")t 

bo mo.de before the following Mondn:r. 

But by December 4 the Scnnto Foreign Rclntions Corrunittc c h n.a 

alr,~'l.dy mot nnd had cnnsidc:rod nur r.oso.Lution. In fact, the r e q1.~ c st 

of Senator To.ft, ou~ Palestine Resolution wns to hnvo boon c~nsidc~od 

by t h o Committee on November 22, but out of courtasy to Scn~tor ~ng­

ncr ~1~ was out of the city, the considcrnti~n of our rcs')lutinn by 

the c ommi tt cc was postponed to Nov ;rob or 29. I reported at t h e mee t ng 

of ') lU'.' Council on November 21 thnt such mooting of the Sonn:~c Cnm­

mittJ c h~d boon scheduled for the next day, but had boon postp~ncd 

to tho 29th. 

Senator Taft r equested c~nsidorntinn of the rcsnluti 0n on 

his 0vm initiative. He was nolthr·" requested nor u~F;nd by me •••• 

Dr. Goldstein suggests th~t if I hna. n0t brought pressure 

on Congressmnn Bl1"1--;m to truce the mn.tt cr up with ·1is committee no no­

tion w ['.ts0cver would h :"' Vo boon to.ken in Congress. I did not nrri vc 

in W'nshlngton until November 2?. By thnt time n me r- ting of tho Senn.to 

Committee wns prcpnrod to act favorably on our r esolution nt thnt 

mooting. It hns been suggested thn.t I shnuld h v o nskod th e c i t t ec 

to d ,f er nction. 'TiJhy? This ·ins certainly not my mission n')r mn.ndnto 

in ryns· ington. I was there to se c wh ether I cnuld persuade the Stntc 

Dcp~rtment nnd the President to withd~nw their obj ectinns to the 

pass~gc nf the resolution ••.. Until I had hnd the chanc e to pcr­

sundc them nnd failed, I could not go, nor did the Council obiigntc 

mo t ~ go, to the members of the Scnntc Foreign Rclntions Committ no nnd 

ask them, mn.ny of whnm had boon c ri ti cal of tho State Dop:1.rtmont " s 

int . ~r-✓ cntlon and the President' a action lnst Spring, to postp ne uc­

ti ')n on our Palestine Rcsolu tir')n. • • 

Congressman Bloom had publicly announced right ~ftor the 

Prosidont 1 a statement of Octob er 15 that ho would summon n me eting of 

his c -:- mmittoe tho dny nfto:t:' Congress rcc0nvened. He wns onr,or to mov< 

forward. I called 0n him for the purpoa c of getting him to contact 

the President n.nd Stntc Dopnr.tmcnt. He did not f eel thnt t :1 c Stntc 

Dep:1.:1:" t,mcnt hn.d to bo C')nsultcd nbout it. It wns none of its l:>us 1ncs~ 

he st ~.ted •... Cnngrcssman Blo0Jn wns somewhat cnncorncd w 1. th enc 

fact tho.t he might be blamed if he moved fnrwn:t"d nnd the rcsoiution 

fnii .., d of pnssnge in his c0nmittce. He wnntod us to shar·-~ 1n the 

reap , nsibility for moving nhcnd, I reassured him on tha t sc)rc , nnd 

nt his r equest, I wr0tc him a l etter following nu:t" interview in which 

I bac•:ccd him up. Congressmnn Bloom conv0kod his c0mmittoc 0n November 

29, t:10 very dny on which the Senn to ( Continued on Pngo 6c) 
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Committee met tro consider our rcsolutinn. Bloom wns undoubtedly 0 :1 • , 

courage d to 'JfJJVe :f' o rwn.rd rnp 1 dly by the :f'n ct thn t the S cnn. t c Commit- I 

tee hP.d scheduled n meeting on November 29 and wna expected to net 

fo.v0rnbly on the resolution. 

When we finally got to Stctt1n1us on December 4 •• o we wet' ,.., 

shown, right nt the outset, thnt fatal telegrrun of Dr. fise whicl1 wns 

disp -1."'. ched without tho knowledge of either Senntnr Wngncr 0r myself 

and w~ t hout any nuth0rizati0n from tho Council on the very eve of our 

int ·:: rvicw ••• which in so many words told the S("'\cretnry of State~ 

and t rough him the President, thnt Dr. Wisc and mo.ny of his associate~ 

would. rendily and without protest accept their. decision w1 th reference 

to th 0 rosolutinn 

Dr. Goldstein ••• on DecC!Ilbcr 5, ~ sont tho following 

telcgrnm to every member of tho Scnntc Foreign Relntions Comnittee: 

11 ,.le earnestly urge you report out fnvoro.bly Pnlcstinc Rcsolut :tcn for 

adoption by present Congress ••• Your Comnittoc's fo.vorublc action 

would be deeply apprccintod a.a fulfillment President'• mn.gn1ficont 

mos s 1.gc t ·o Zionist Orgnniznti0n of America nnd overwhelming Amo:ricnn 

opinion ns express cd recently in both party pln.tf0rms. 
11 

Why did Dr. Goldstein violnte tho "unanimous dccision
11 of th 

Emergency Council in ur~ing Senn.tors to act on tho r csoluti0n when he 

knew full well thnt no green light 11 hnd been given? ••• 

And having sent this tolegrom, why did ho o.pponr in Vlnshing­

ton forty-eight hours later to urge tho so.mo Senators not to pass the 

res'1lut1rn? 

And having c0mc to faahington to persuade the Senators not 

to p1.ss the rcsolutinn, 'JhY did ho ponn1 t himself to be pcrst~ndcd by 

mo n') t; to carry out hie mission'?. • • 

. . • At tho Executive of tho Emergency Council whioh mot 

in Jnshington on Monday morning, December 11 it wns n.grccd th~.t 

noth ng be done to interfere with the pnssnge of the resolution on 

whicL tho Foreign Affairs Committee wns to net thn.t very aft ornron, 

but i .1stond Mr. Stottiniue should be naked to issue n stntcmr nt thn.t 

his ~D~ nrnnce before the Sennte Committee d1d not indicnto a change 

of a ~t itudo on the p, .rt of tho President. Nothing w a to b.J so.id to 

Mr. Stott iniue about deferring tho Pnlostino Res , .Lution. • •• 

Dr. Goldstein stntcd that tho resolution which wns approved 

by tho House Foreign Affairs Committee was rognrdcd by many Zionists 

hero o.nd espocinlly in Pnlostine as a. "wntercd-down" resolution be•◄ 

caus tho word "Jewish" wns omi ttod bef()re "Corrnnnn~,co.lth'' o.nc the wort 

"ultimately" was retained. How, them, is one t account for ~ho f:): ·:­

th~-r; the presidents of Hndassah, Mizrachi and the Poale Zion, as ,·r·j.-_ 

as ... Ire Lipsky of the Jewish ARenoy Executive, hailed the roso:iu -~~n ,· !.r 

pt-:.bl1c statements? Dr. Wise told Congressman Blonm and mo 0n the v o-...."y 

day ·i..hat it was voted that it was "a v...,ry good resolutiono
11 

-> ., o 

t\ •• Dr. Goldstein states that when I annnunced rrrJ roe : ·,ur,.•· 

tion , I asked to be made the sole leader in the Zionist movement i t: 

Amer:;.cn with absolute unconditional power •••• I advised a re-

or1sn.nization of the Emergency Council (Continued on Pnge ?c) 
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w~tp. ,in eye towo.r1.c the el1nino.t10n of confl1ct1nr; leo.r1orship nr>l 
the cJntrrlizution of authority. In c0nnection ~•iith thcit, I :"0ccl 

nt GrJ~t lcn~th n lotter which I wrote to Dr. ~1Jo in 1943 ~t tho 
tine ltfpen ho and n~,. Weizr. o.1'!n , .. skec1 no to taJro ever tho lv:l..r"

1 .. ors:1"' .. p 

of th3 pcliticn.l ,;:rork of our r,ovoocnt . In tho.t lotter I sto.tod. oijn 

"If .• • you feel that you wish to 1.,ctnin that office , not in --..n hon­
orary but in an c..cti vo cci.pn.ci ty, I wish you would let mo l{n,..n-1 :efi­

ni tcly ~n~ in Qa.king my rctly I will s~y that Dr. Wisc is ~cai cf 
the p)liticc..l work of the Er.lcre:, oncy Council and there 1s n'.) nocc for 

druftinc.~ rr.o 9r anyone else. 11 

••• Fy 1.,csigno.tion, us everyone knows, wus not proi.1...)tcd.,. 

as Dr. Goldstein asserts, by the refusal of the ioerGency ~ounpil 

to ~ccc;t =Y sug~cstions for re-orbnnizntion •.•• It w~s a motion 

to 1· ":_ucst c.11 tho officers of the EncrGcnc~r Council to rcsi,;n, 
o. □vt iun which the Council refused to table, which called forth L~ 

re si ;_ o. t ion.• •• 

- - - - - -




