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DR, SILVZR SCORES CHURCHILL, F.D.R. STATEMENTS

New York (JPS) —- Asscrting that this was in the nature of a rcply
to numcrous inquirics addrcssced to him rcgarding Prime Minister
Churchiil's statement on the Palestine quzstlon and President Rcose-
velt!s brief refercnce to the Jewish problem there, Dr, Abba Hillel
Silver, of Clcveland, issued the following statement:

"Prime Minister Churchill'!s statement with regard to the
Palestine question and President Roosevelt's passing rofercnee to the
Jewish problem there, will come as a shock only to thosc who have been
misled into cxpecting an imminent deecision favorable to our cause,
Mr, Churchill has made 1t clear that no dccision on Palecstinc has
been token, nor 1s one contemplated until the end of the war, In my
opinion there was nnover golid ground for anticipm ting a positive
pro-Zionist declaration to issue from Malta, Yalta or Egypt. I made
no secret of my views but always cautinned against falsec hopes and un-
founded optimism. Repeatecdly I warnecd my fellow Zinnists that our
battic was far from won, and advocated a policy of constant vigilance
and unrclienting militant action along our whole political front to
ensure ultimate victory., For this I was bitterly attacked and my
policy denounced by those who thought they knew better, who imasined
themsclives to be in the know, and who fostcred a falsc atmosphere of
inflated expection, They attached exaggerated importance to thelr
personal standing in official circles. They decerled public agitation

and the pressure of public opinion as harmful and a Congressional
Resolution on Palestine as superfluous, untimely and inconsequentlal,
They believed the time had come for our 'diplomats! to take over,
Events have proved them to be hopelessly in the wrong, Thc new Zion-
ist line they adopted alrcady s tands deofr-ated and discreditod,

"Where do we go from here? Are we to be doomed again to
subsist on pledges while fulfilment 1s recpeatedly defcrred? It 1s per-
tinent to recall that it is now almost six ycars sineec the White
Paper was issucd and almost five yecars since Mr, Churchill took offlce,
During thesc yzars Jewish blood has flowcd in torrents but the Falces-
fine issuc still remains where Chambeorlain left it, No doubtl a fow
crumbs of consolation will be thrown our way in the form of some
immigration pormits -~ granted perhaps 'with Arab conscnt; as cn-
visaged in the Whitc Paper -~ in liecu of the basic political solutlon
so long overduc and so perslstently postponcd.

"In the facc of this new and bitter disappointment, our
movement must recover its sense of rcality, shake off 1llusions and
gird itself for the great struggle which still lics shead. We must
rally our forces and mobilize all our recsources orc e more for a united,
all out effort to bring about the rcalization of our historic asplira-
tions, The future of Igracl is »t stake, Thileg 18 no timc for wcak-
ness and cautiocus ‘'moderatinn.,! The moment cealls for high courage
and a rcturn to a vigorous, militant policy."






