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DR. SILVIB SCOR~S CHURCHILL, F.D.R. ST. TEMEl TS 

New York (JPS) -- Ass cX'ting thnt this was in the nature of a reply 
to numerous inquiries addressed to him r egarding Prime Mini.st ar 
ChurchilJ. 1 s stateme nt on the PaJ.estine qu .::) stion and President Ro se­
veltt s brief reference to the Jewish problem there, Dr. Abba Hillel 
Silver, ~f Cl eveland, issued the following, statement: 

"Prime Ministex- Church1li 1 s stntement with r cgnx•d to the 
Palestine question and President Roosevcl t 1 s passing x- .., f ..,rl.nco to the 
Jewish problem there, will come as n shock only to thnsc v1ho hc~ve been 
misled into exp ecting an imminent decision fnvnrnbl c to our CQUsc. 
Mr. Churchill has made it clenr th~t no decision on Palestine Jns 
been t· .kon , nor 1.s one C'"'ntemplnted until the nnd of the wnr. In my 
opinion thex-e was n,:,vor solid ground for nnticiµ1. ting n positive 
pro-Zionist declaration to issue from Mn.ltn~ Yalta or Egypt. I mndc 
no secret of rey views but always cnuti0ncd ngninst false hopes nnd un­
founded optimism. Repeatedly I ,,n.rncd my fellow Zi0n i sts t:-int our 
battle was far from won, and ndvocnted n policy of constant vigilnnce 
and unrelenting militant notion along our whole political front to 
ensure ultim~te victory. For this I wns bitterly attacked nnd my 
pol.icy denounced by those who thought they kne'\"1 better, ,-,ho ima ~inod 
thems01.ves to be in the know, nnd who fost •.., red n f also ntmosphore of 
inflated expection. Th~y nttached exagg0rnted importance to -~heir 
pe~sonal standing in official circles. They decried public ngitLtion 
and the pressure of public opinion as harmful nnd a Congressional 
Resolution on Palestine ns superfluous, untimely o.nd inc nsoqu entinl. 
They believed the time hnd come for our 1 diploma.ts 1 to take over. 
Events have proved them to be hopol·essly in tho v1rong. The new Zion­
ist line they adopted already s tnnda dcf ,~ated o.nd discrcdi t Jd. 

"Where do we go from here? Aro we to b 0 doomed n.gnin to 
subsist 0n pledges while fulfilment is x- opentcdly dof c:,:-rcd'? It is per­
tinent to recall that it is now almost six y ears sinoc the-: ite 
Pap r was 1ssu od and almost fi vc yonrs since Mr. Churchil.1 took office. 
DJ.ring these y -:;nrs J ewish blood has flow0d in toXTcnts but tl1.c Fn.los­
tinc issue still remnins v,h cre Chrunb ,--rlnin left it. No doubt n f cw 
crumbs of consolntion will be thrown our way in the fonn of some 
imrnigrntion p 0nnits -- granted p erhaps 1with Arnb c~nsent; us en­
visaged in the fuite Pnpor -- in lieu of tho basic politicnl solution 
so long vorduc and so pe~s1stcntly postponed. 

"In tho f'nco of this new and bi ttcr disappointment, our 
mov~ment rrust recover its s ense of reality, shnke off illusinns and 
gird its elf for the grcn.t struggle which still lice ahcnd. We must 
ralJ.y our forces and mobilize all our rcs,)urcea om J mor0 for n united, 
all out effort to bring nbout the r ,_ alizntion of 0ux- hi.storic aspira­
tions. The future of Isr-nol ia ri t stnke. This is n0 time for weak­
ness nnd cautious 1mode~ati0n. 1 The moment cnlla for high courngc 
and a r eturn to a vigorous, mili tnnt po '.L icy." 
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