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The state ent of Dr. Ste en~. iae ich e red in .e J . . 
A ency Bulletin on •ednes 

gre~tly. No officer ot t e 

the 27th ex. l ining his one .. p res· .,n· tion used a 

ric Zionist Emer ency CoWlcil s s fre uently 

6.lld ,to br zenl contervened its dec·sion as Dr. ise. The D.inutes or t.e Council 

will aho th t Dr. ise was time and a in criticised tor his unauthorized conduct 

and •••-•111►-llll■llud actions. The most otorious as t e .La 1 tele r .h ch he-... ..... 
o~"~ to the ~ecretar · ot te on the very eve 1en S nutor ner and I e e to 

I 
hia in order rs e the State Depart ant and t e resident t withd wt eir 

objections tote ss e ot t e Palestin R_solution~ In this ele r hich 

Dr. 1.8e sent on is own, ithout \; nsultin the Council, hes ted t t ,.ile he 

w uld ., 1191 n to t .. e rt solution he man , of 

his associates do not ish to have action t ken contrar., t o t• reco • ndu ions f 

tne State De;:,artment and the President. .Thia of course co letely nu lified the 

whole pur_oae ot our visit and ore t . !l:Ul any ot r tactor s res ' onsible for the 

s.elving or the Palestine Resolution. 

Dr. ise h s persistently.tre ted the. Zioni t ovement or t e United S tes 

aa a iece or person 1 ,roperty und has bitter resented 

threatened h:a monopol • 

n leadership ich 

Jia •sh dlanut• in shin ton, a been an eQre ious r ilure for e· rs 

concerned. 

in for 

sl ughter and annihil tion, but our Curt Je s l ,s s lded, defem . and 

apolo iz tor an Administr tion • th 1ic:\l e is JOlitic ly nt n led,. and s 

violent! 

i I hope t 

deDounced 11 those ho arod to u stion it unr ilin goodness an 

ric n Zioni•~ 11 not now enter u 
. t 

time and it tor f • r en 11~ t" fro t' e i ,-

on an coll.a o t:onis 
2+ .,;,,, 

her-u , 

11 ht" ia w■i !15 not iven except at electi n t •• 

Justice. 
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STATEMENT BY DR. STEPHENS. WISE 

Note to the Edi tor:· 

The following excer~ts from an address by Dr. Ste9hen s . 

Wise, chairman of the American Zionist Emergency Council, are 

sup~_ .. mentary to the special section in our Jn~. 5 release present

ing the views of Dr. Abba Hillel Silver and Dr. Israel Golds tein 

on the issues that led to the re-organization of the Oouncil. 

1 

Ono must needs speak tonight not in anger but 1n sorrow, 

more especially sinoc I hnvo mnde it n rule alwnys to keep differences 

above the porsono.l l evel. All my a.a.ya I hnvc fought for onus es, for 

movements, for idenla, never against pe~sons. The office of a m~nis

ter of religion is, ns far o.a it may- be humanly possible, t o dcnl 

object ively with issues rather than subj ectively with persons. 

This was wholly true w1 th r espect to tho first grcr-•.t st:ruggl 

of my ministry 1n 1905 for pulpit freedom as o.Wninat the Trustees of 

Temple Emnnu-E'l, who 1ns1stod thnt its pulpit I ohn.11 alwo.ya be subject 

to nnd under the control of the Bonrd of Trust o•--a," -- o.n insuffc:t'a.bl· 

proposal whioh no self-respecting RD.bbl could accept. It wna so when 

I found it neccssn:t'y to etnnd up Rnd spcn.k in my pulpit ng~inst tho 

policies of the United Steel Corpornt1on1 s honda. Twenty yonrs lo.tor, 

under the enlightened gu1dnnce of such men ns Ed:wn:t'd Stet t inius nnd 

Myron Toylor, since become nntnble figures in the politicnl Life of 
our country, the Corpo:t'nt1on, without o. s trugglc, o.ssontcd to thfl.t for· 

whioh I stood and fought -- nomcly, the un1on1znt1on of its workers. 

Even when I hnd po.rt in effecting the temporary retirement of Dr. 

Cho.im Weizmann as President of the Jewish Agonoy for Pn.lcstinc , nd 

tho ~orld Zionist Orgnnizntion, I did this despite unchanging p nreonnl 

a:ffootion tor him, because I felt thnt hie policies were th oro cnlcul-

ntod to do harm to the Zionist cnusc. 
( Continued on Page 2c) 
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... I have not quarreled ~1th Dr. Silver who, up to some 

days ~go, was co-Chairman with me of the America~ Zionist Emer

gency Council, Dr, Silver is one of the most gi:~ted and brilliant 

men in Anerican Jc•;ish life. The qtest ~on which has been raise~ 

and decided by the council is whether he has ca.r·:--ied out or con-:-:_i:'~ 

vened its decisions unanimously reached, or whet·.:1er he has subs'tf1 ► 

uted dangerous polit1aal im~rovisations in the r l~ce of such dee~~ 

sio1 ·1 ; ~nd ~vhether, furthermore, lawless improvi1ation is to be 

acc0Jted as the conduct of a wise counselor and leader in Zionist 

aff -- irs. 
I have not up to this hour seen fit to utter one word in 

cond --mnation of Dr. Silver. In a letter of resignation as Ci1a irm@ 

of t .. 1.e Council, I merely stated: "I cannot longer remain Chr'. irman 

of a body, one of the leading officers of which has in a mat~0r of 

su · ... "=! me im .. ~ortance deliberately and :9ersietently contrave.ned t:10 • 

dec~ ~ions of the Plenary Council, with the resultant hurt ~hich hoo 

tho·~ .by bee}) inflicted upon our sacre~ cause." 

..• Whether the charges now framed agai~st me are true or . 

fal ~~J , I have the right to insist that the introduction of the 1saue 

I 
of .r.i nimal vs. meximal Zionism is clearly a bel. .. ~ted improvisation. 

Such an issue has never arisen throughout the f ~_ftecn months in which 

he and I . labored side by side. I would not know how to dvfine "min

imal Zionism, 11 unless it have reference to non-Zionism, or to the 

non-Zionist viewpoint which not even Dr. Silver would accuse me of 

sharing. We are --- .11 mo.xi nal Zionists -- th8. t is to say, wo believe 

1n the cancellation without dol.'.lY of the l amer:t 2i.ble 1hite Pa·0er. \_.re 

believe in unl1mi ted J cwinll immigration, a nd J 2~.n11 sh r e scttlom0nt 

under J c· -:ish control, at the earliest ·:;,os sible moment in P2..lestine. 

We believe in tho reconstituting of Pal estine, the · J s wish N~tional 

Home, as a free and democra tic Jewish Commonwo~lth •••• 

There are two other charges which are now improvised 

against the s peaker -- one, "Dr. \Vise has ncrsistently treated ~-l-te 

Zionist Movement of the) United States as a piece of personal pro· >cr~·

and he has bitterly resented any new le ~dership whioh thrc~tcncd hi ~ 

monopoly." Is it irrelevant to ask the question wht.ther it was not 

the s ~eaker who, singly and alone, insisted that Dr. Silver succeed 

him as Chairman of the United Palestine Apycal six years ago, which 

pos ition Dr. Silver filled with extraordinary ability and effective-

! 
ncss? Was it the speaker or another, iho insisted that Dr. Silver 

b0com0 co-Chairman of the Council? 

More serious than this absurd charge is the cha:1 '"tctoriza

tion of my servic J to the Zionist cause as "shtadlanut, whic~ h s 

b 0:~ ~n egregious failure for many years, ~nd not only na far a s 

Zio'.i sm is concerned, a policy in which tim1d1 ty, appeaS C)Tri :nt, and 

bc•~~-.:s tair di plom.:i.cy will have no plo.ce." if tha t charge b, true 

an · valid~_I nm not fit to serve ~a the Chairman of the American 

Zi onist Emergency Council, to which chairme.nshi :P I have agnin bot,l. 

el .c ted .••• 
Finally, there 1s the most far-roaching aocusat1on of all, 

no.~;1 cly
1 

that the speaker is responsible for t ho failure of tho Sen

ate to adopt tho Palestine Resolution. {ow th0 facts may, und in 

truth must, be told, After a regrettable (Continued on ?age 3c) 
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experience in the Spring of the year, when the R .. solut1on was hn.l ted 

by tl1c ins is tenco of t~e Nar c.nc. St:-. te Dc~)artments, the officers 

and m,:;mbers of tho Emergei cy Council roached the unanimous decision 

-- th0 co-Chnirmo.n, Dr. Sil vo1,, concurring -- . that no o. ttcmyt should 

be m~de to bring about the ~do[ tion of tho Resolution unless the 

St~te Depr,rtment previously g:1ve 1 ts approval. Thri. t ap:)rovc.l was 

wi th~•G ld; and thn. t disa~Jprovnl was thrice ropca t Jd. Again and ngnirn 

tho :7ergency Council rosol ved not t0 p~css :!r·x- thr ado··)tion of the 

Rer. ol~tion in either House, in view of the circuJstunce that the 

Ste.to Dc9nrtment 0.:1.w fit not.to give its approvn.l. In :;Jersistent 

and ·! :ver-ce~sing contr~vention of tho unanimously-reached decisions 

of~ . J Emergency Council, Dr. Silv0r moved for~ard e nd sought to 

brin :, about the pnssage of the Rosolut1on, which he had every ran.son 

to know was for c. time, and for reasons that hn.d been made clol_r, 

dis. ,)roved by the State De,artment nnd 1n friendly terms ovvn by 

tho President. In the end, tho Resolution wns d~foated. ~- nny 

evc l .·t , 1 ts :;>a.ssago i~'D.S -;>ost~)oncd • for the session, and my res ignn. tion 

as C '.'lirman noces ,·.rily followod. 

It was not a me..ttor of.difference of opinion between u~. 

Tho Council bud s ·)ol~en and ncted. It wns the business of both Dr. 

Silver a.nd myself - to n.bid.c by 1 ts decisions. I did so a'bic1o; Dr. 

S1lvor persistently violated tho d1cisions by uraing action upon 

both Houses of Congre ss, without the knowledge c.nd n1:>provnl of the 

Council. Nothing . ·a s loft fol"' tho Council but t reorgn.nize itself, 

ancl. to rec.ch tho d _. ciaion th--.t 1 ts Chn..irma.n or Co-Chc..1rmen wore to 

ex0cute its decisions, and not the ~r own; th~t nny other nay would 

bo followed by coafusion, nJ.i~n~t1on, n.nd disnstor. 

I might have added before this thnt if it becD.mo necessa ry 

for me to insist thn t wo could not togethe r remain as C o-Ch..'"ti rmo.n, 

1 t w-,_ s tho speaker ·.,·ho fifteen months ago brou3:·~t about the election 

of Dr. Silver as Co-Ch~irm~n of the Council and as Chairman of 1·~ 

Executive Comnitt00. Ccrtnin things should have given mo puus0. 

But I felt thct his great ability should be utilized in tho interest 

of tho Zionist Mov0mcnt. One strange mistake wns made by Dr. Silver, 

nLv1cly., that I Wr:. s to serve o.s the no□innl hec..d of the Emorp;ency 

Council -- as an "older st~tosraan" -- ~nd thut ho w~s to be - its only 

let.l10r. I was not then J re ::;>n.rod, nor docs tho Anerican Zionist 

Emor~ency Council seem now to b e prepared to ncce?t tho role of re

t1r01Jent. There r'..re cons::_Jicuous men of my ngo -.. ho do not ·,,o tiro, 

not ~ct Qrc shelved, -- outstanding nroong thee Pri~o llinistor Churoh-

111 .:.nd Dr. Chn.irn Wo1zmnnn ... I felt, I confess, thnt I had soraothing 

still to g1va to the cause -- the fru1 ts of n. full hnlf-c\Jnt ·.try ex

peri ')nce in public o.nd Jewish nffairs, tho respect of my fella\ -Jews, 

nnd the good will of great nu□bers of Amer1c~ns. 
' 

To revert for one raoMont to the chnr~c thnt I hnvc boon 

"no 1ore than a b ogg~r ~t tho doors of power," it remains for ne, 

porl -.pa im1!1odostly, to nsk -- wne it t1mid1 ty or "shtadlo.nut" --

that hn tcful terr:! -- on my ·-:ictrt which, over n ~)eriod of tucnty-fi vc 

yen.rs, hol?ed to vin preoidents, froo Wilson to Roosevelt, and onny 

of the 9011 ticnl, rol1g1ous, ·1nd ethical leaders of our n1.tion, to 

the support of the Zionist cuuse? 

I cannot close th1a ·or1ef' .eumn n tion vri thout S,':'..ying onoe 

agnin,thnt, despite the beet ~nd pnaeion (Continued on P~go lo) 
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of the moraent, I f~ol free to renind Dr. Silver, nho hns consed to 
be co-Ch~irnn.n of the Eucr oncy Council, the. t when Dr. 1.Voiznunn u· s 
defeated in his c~ndid~cy n~d retired fron the Pr0sidency of the 
World Zionist Mov9r_-.9tit, ho continued to give h1nsclf to the Zionist 
c~usJ, ~s devotedly and ~s loyally as ~c ~~d done during t~e y~~rs 
of his leadership .••• It behooves hi~ to continue to place his 
rare gifts and talents D.t t~1c c.1s)os:..l of tho Zionist !lnvc)Jn~nt •••• 
In C'. ,:)rcn t novenon t such a.s ours, there a.re tinos -~Jhen c. mn, wh1.1:i-
ov 1 .. :11s gifts, r.1ust ~.:ithdr~ . .-~J fron ie~dc1"'shi9 for nnny ron.8ons. that 
I hivo chosen to st2te only in p~rt. Such a tine hes cone for Dr. 
Sil. , •:i. .. , quite o..p~rt fron tho decision of the ET!1o:"'goncy Council. 

- - - ... 
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DR. ABBA HILLEL SILV·""'R REPLI~ TO DR. STEPHTI S. !IS~ 

In reply to aese~tions made by~. Stephen 

s. Wise in a sermon on January 5 and repo~ted at 

length by the Independent J ewish P~ess Sexwvice, Dr. 

Abba Hillel Silv0~ issued t~c following statement: 
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I read with interest the statement of Dr. Stephens. Wise, 
evidently part of an add.-r.ess which he delivered in response to the 
statement which I issued on January 6, I do not wish to continue a 
public discussion with Dr. Wise, but hie address contains two serious 
mis-statements of facts which should be corrected. 

Dr. Wise states that he, "fl:fteen months ago, brought about 
the election of Dr. Silver as Co-Chainnan of the Council and as Chai!'
man of its Executive Committee." Nothing can be further from the 
truth. Dr. Weizmann, Dr. Nahum Goldmann, Mr. Louis Lipsky, along 
with Dr. Stephen Wise, on two occasions early in 1943, urged me to 
assume leadership of the Emergency Committee because of the low state 
into which the political work of the movement had fallen. Dr. Wise 
was at that time Chainnan of the Emergency Committee. I twice de
clined,knowing of the nucleus of opposition to mo which existed within 
the Emergency Committee made up of ZOA representatives. 

Friends finally persuaded me to defy this small group of 
repxiesentatives for tho sake of the cause, and they launched a "Draft 
Silveri' movement to elect me President of the Zionist Organization of 
America in order to rid the Council of the ZOA representatives v,ho 
wore resolved to keep mo out. The movement gained such momentum that 
the ZOA Administration forces who wore backing the candicacy of Dr. 
Israel Goldstein offered a compromise whereby I would withdraw from 
the race for the ?OA presidency and leave the field to Dr. Goldstein, 
and in turn all would agree on my assuming active direction of the 
political work of the Emergency Committee. An agreement was signed 
on August 9 1 19431 by Dr. Wise as Chairman of the Emergency Corrmittee, 
by Dr. GoldStein and myself. 

To suggest that "he (Wisc) and no other insisted thnt Dr. 
Silver become Co-Chairman of the Council" la the product either of 
n fertile imaginntion or of a very short memory. 

Again, D~. Wise states: "one strange mistake was made by 
Dr, Silver, ru:unely, that (Wise) was to serve as· the nominal head 
of the Emergency Council -- as an 1elder statesman• -- and th~t he 
(Silver) wae to be its only leader," There was no mistake made by me 
on that score nt all! 

On July 29, 1943, prior to the agreement referred to above, 
I wrote to Dr. Wise a lengthy letter from which I quote the fo:.t.lowing: 

"Both you and Dr. Weizma.nn approached mo some months ngo 
with the reauest to toke over tho direction of the political work of 
our Movement. You felt, as many of us hn.vo felt right along, tht t 
there has been an unfortunate confusion, inefficiency, ovc~lo.pping 
and cross-purposes in our political work and that the situation called 
for complete reorganization and above all for centralization of auth" 
ority. Both you and Dr. Weizmann as well ns Mr. Lipsky nnd others 
asked me to truce over this work. I demurred knowing of the dJtennined 
opposition of some of the men who today control the ndministrntion 
of tho ZOA4 I told you that while I wn~ willing to fight for Zionism, 
I was not willing to start n fight with Zionists for the privilege 
of serving the cause. You appealed to me to take over the work on the 
ground thnt you yourself nrc h cnvily encumbered with many oth,~r respon
aib111 t1os, and nre tired, ••• n 

\ Continued on PRgo 2c) 
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,When you told me yestcrdny ovor the telephone that you have 
been persuaded to retain the chairmanship of the Zionist Emergency 
Corrrnittee, I was somewhat bewildered. If it wns your intention to 
remain in that importnnt post, ncithor I nor nnyone else would have 
considered supnlnnting you. The office is yours by right of service 
and achievement in the Movement. But I assumed all nlong that you 
earnestly wished to be relieved of it. It was 0n tho basis of that 
understanding that I participnted in the discussions in the iast few 
months looking town.rds n reorganization. If now you feel thnt you 
wish to retain that office not in an honornry, but in nn active cap
acity, I wish you w0uld let me know definitely, and in muking IT\,V reply 
to the draft letter addressed to me, I will sey tha t Dr. Wisc is head 
of the politicnl emergency work of tho Movement and there is no ne ed 
for drafting me or anyone else, and thRt as fnr ns tho Presidency of 
the ZOA is concerned, I never sought that office, nnd I find 0ppor.
tunitics for my Zionist services in nther fi elds •... " 

So thnt when on August 9, 1943, Dr. Wise Dr. Goldstein and 
I signed nn agreement in Dr. Wis e1 a etudy s tnting d thnt with the con
currence of all parties, Dr. Abba Hil_Lol Silver, Chairmo.n of the 
United Pnlcstino Appeal, for lnng ono of the most distlngulshod fig
ures in Zionism, will be surrmonod to l ond0rship in the sphere of pol
itical nffnirs by bccnming the Co-Chninnan with me of the American 
inlergency Corrmittee for Zionist Affairs, and assuming also the Cnnil'
mnnship of its Executive Corrnnittco, the body responsible for th e ccn
trnli zed direction of our poli ticnl efforts," Dr,. Wise know ftLt iy whnt 
I mcnnt by le~dcrship and by cent~alized direct ion. He understood 
ful1y that I would not assume tho role of n vice-President to him or 
that he would retain the some nut ,,0rity in the political field vh 1ch 
was his before ho and others invit ed mo to assume the political di~ec
tion of our work. 

Unfortunately, ns soon as tho r corgnnizntion of our Council 
bcgnn to show results, nnd new life wns infused into it, Dr. ·t1se 
evidently changed hie mind nnd progressively during tho ycnr, began to 
re-ass 3rt his prim, ry pos1 tion, n nd town.rds the end, to act as thnugh 
I wns a secondary and almost negligible officer. 

The other issues raised in Dr. Wise's address hRVe b een ful]y 
covered by me in previnus atntemente and I need not revert to them 
again, I hnve b ocn gratified by tho reaction in the Jewish press which 
hae so correctiy understood and interpreted the controversy and hns so 
overwhelmingly endorsed my p0siti0n. The rank and file of Amo~icnn 
Zionists, too, hnve not been misled by the emnll cabal of WA off1cc
holders who resented my comj_ng into the l eadership sixteen mnnths n~o 
and who huve c0ntin0uely since then endeavored to discredit my work 
and to bring nbout my rcsignntion. - .. - ... - -
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ST.a.TEMENT RELhTil T 'I~ 

DEFERMENT 0F PALESTINE RESCLUTICN 

Report~ ~oncerning the Amerinan Zionist »nercency Council that have 

a ~eared ~urrently in the presa, and particularly the statement~ that hav 

been made by its fcmer ~o- hairma.n and .hairman of ita Executive omnittee, 

Dr. Abba Hillel ;11vcr, have 1"18. c norcssnry the issuan e of thi~ ata e .cnt . 

We feel it to be our duty to T"lll~t nvailable to the Zionists of ho 

ountry tho e ~sential facts whi h hnvo led ~p to his controversy. rhrou~ out 

his time, and under est diffi~ult cir ,umstanccs, tho mo"1bcrs roprcsenti~ 

tho Zionist rraniz tion of A.crica in the »ncr n y Council have ocn r-Uidcl 

solely by their rco.sonod Ju gmont as o he best interests of our move. o t. 

The Zionists of the .. ountry rr.ay bo assured t} .. nt there is no asis w atov r 

to tho .,ontontion that this is an issue of"· ximal 11 us a'.'!'ainst 11mini al" 
. 

Zionism, or that tr.is is a pro lorn of an "a;::-;:rcssivo 11 J:Cli y as a~ninst 

11 timidi ty 11 , 110.ppca.scr1ont II and " o.ckstairs cliplor.iac . 11 

After .. e adoption by LC no rati an Ropu li an parties of planks in 

heir rcspo ,tive plntfcrms on 0rni Pnlcstine, an after th hist ri .csaa?c 

sent tc tLc ,onvontion oft .o Zionist Cr~nization of murica h Franklin n. 
Roosevelt on C tobcr 15th, 1944, the ,c r~on~y r.oun il mot on sov ral o ,asi ns 

to onsi er what curse it shoul1 adopt in re~nrd to th Resolution tr-en pen in~ 

b foro tho o . itteo of tho Hous and ennto f the -on rose of tho Tnitc 

~t n mcctinh on O tobor 30, 1 44, after thorou~h dis~ussion, tho Dncr~cn y 

•oun~ 1 o i cd unnni~ousl~ not to proas for tho roportin~ out of tho Rosclu-

tions and or their passaeo, unless and until tho proliminary a-pproval of th 

n oro 

• 



• • 

oldsto1n'a Statement - 2 

braneh of tho t}ovornmont shall have been secured. The events of last 

March had eon•incod tno Frocrgency Council of tho unwisdom of pr ssin for tho 

passago of tho Resolutions withou the onsont an approval of the Depart.ct 

of 9tato. 

Unanimous Docisionsl 

The or ency Council held two later moctinga, dove cd t tho s me subjoet. 

At a meotin~ on November 9th, 1944 it diacussad again whether or not c ncflolu

tion she ld be pressed, and a~in all ttosa present, reprcsc in~ all parties, 

and i cludin~ tho hairman of the Exoeutive ommittcc, Dr. ilv r, unani ou ly 

rcaffimcd ita revioua c ision. It waa then decide to interview thn ccrotary 

of Sta o for tho purpose of obtaining the a proval of t~c Exec tivo Bran h w1i h 

ould bo tre.namittci to tho Committees of the House and tho Senato. ~ ommi tee 

includin Dr. Wiso an r. ilvcr was a µoi. to 

Tr:is was done shortly thcroaftor, and, aftor 

informed that he Exccutivo Branch of the ovc 

the r.nt er pending a. 11 tle w.ile lon cr . 11 

All this was rcportod to the lllncr on y 

to visit ho rctar o 0. o. 

y had ola~sod, hey were 

ent ndc tho roci. cs 11 t 1 avo 

unoil on N vombcr 21, 1 44, an 

~in there we.a unanimoua coneurren e, including Dr. ilvor, not to preaa for 

the passa-o of ho Rosolutiona, but to con inue to utilize over effort to so ~u e 

Executive a.p roval. 

Cn vcmbor a?, six n s aftor tho abovo montionca mootin~ cf tho 

r,ou. il, Dr. Ptilvcr as .nirnan of tho Exo~u ive orunittoo of he Amori an 

Zionist .c rRon~ Gou uil, wit .out tho knowlod~o or authorizo. ion fr m that boy 

.d on rary to i 9 'iaion, wrote an offi ial o . ni ticn to Ro~rosont tivo 

"'ol :locmr tho r.airr.ian of tho : ouoo . or ir"I'l Affaira c•o~i ttoo in whi .h ho sa1_, 
11.A.e ·hnirmc.n of the Ex: i.1tiv0 ,ornnittco cf ho ri nn Zionist or n C uncil 

I IfO ro .. t o. tio o tho Pnloatino Roaolution. ~ 11 ( Ir. ~lo m h d do , ndcl a 

written rcq cGt from ::>.r. Silver in rdor to be sure th t 1 was an ffi ial 

re 1ost .) 
ore 
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11Jewish 11 Omittod: 
. 

Follcwill& the re eipt of this o"'U"Unicatien Mr. 'Bl•orn eonvened tho rcueo 

Forei,n Affairs Cvr.nnittee and on N ve~ber 30th a resolution wns reporte cut 

f orably in which houever the ~ord. "Jowiah" W8.$ omitted befor8 11 0cMI'lcnt"'ea.lth 11 

and the word 11ultiMatelytt wa.a retained. 

To many Zionist~ cero and ospecially in Palestine this watered-down res lu

tisn \fr.ich Mr. Lessing Roaenwe,ld found 1 t possiblo to apnrcv , was l!it-:: ly \ln

satisfa tory. It \vas certainly anything but lfmilitant 11 • 

\Then the matter en~ eubsequentiy before the Sonat~ Foroi~n Relations 

o~ittoe, t e Preaidont of the Zc.A., seoin~ that uo h~d be omo involved in thia 
-----

the dociaion of ho morgen yr, un il a 

tLnt at least tho Senato rosolution atculd boa pro r Zioniet Ros lutiot, sont 
---. ~ 

n tolograrn to ho riel!lbors of t:to onate For ign 1 ti ns rcmni t l"I i ':Thi r. i 

TIE'S \lr od that tho uord. 11Jenish11 b retained bofor tl:e uord lfC'!cMr1on-rea.lth" nn 

the uord. 11ultir.iat ly" b removed.. 

n Tr.urs ay, l"o mbor 7th, ~r. St i:,l::on • tHso cc·1vokod a. coting f ho 

uholc ~ ergon y cuncil • ..l--o.in .t tl:is aoseion a decision was ma.do hat under 

hoao irvu st ncoo it TIO l c o. r-.1stako to -oross tho Ro3oluti n. A clc nticn, 

ocned et ing of rs. J'1di th .!!: stein, Prcsi ont of Hndassah, Dr. \1olf rold. cf ti .. & 

Mi zra l:1 ('r of .oriva, Dr. ,}:aim rccnbCrl; of t Po lo Zion and 

Dr, Isr ol Gol stein, Froaidont f tho Zi nist Crganizntio 0f .Aneri a woro 

anoint to re cod 7. shin ,ton nn oat om t to pcreund~ r. 911v r tc 

i c y tho dojisione of tbo 3r.1cr ~onc ~ uncil. Bu to nc avnil. 

Tho subsoquont appcnrnn o cf So rotnr7 of Sta.to Stottiniue boforo the 

Senato •or.1mittco and to statonont whi h ho issuod brou6ht about the lforr,ont 

of tho Paloetino Rcaoluti~n. 

more 



Goldstein's Stater.iont - 4 

Wis~ Resignation; 

It was aa a result of all this that Dr. Wise felt compelled to off r his 

rsignation as Chaim.an of tho .American Zionist Emergency Council, as a protest 

against th& arbitre.ry aetion of one of the officerfl of the Couneil contrary 

to the expressed. will of the Cou.neil and to tho hurt of "our sacrod cause." 

Thea~ are th~ aaliont facts of the situation whieh haa caused considerablo 

a~itation• spceu.lation and criticism • 

.An tssue is now being re.ised rif "bold political action" versus 11 timidity". 

This issue is a patent attempt to covor up the quostion of why an officor of 

tho lho~goncy Counoil haa acted eontracy to ita decisions in which ho himself 

shared~ Why was not tho issue of 11 ti!!lidity 11 versus 11boldneaa 11 presented. at tha 
' 

me etings of the Emergency Council of October 30th and November 21st? Why woro 

the voices which are no~ heard so tridently not raised at that timo in favor 

of goin~ forward in defianco of tho Sta.to D0partmont? Why did Dr. Silver say 

then that if the answer of the State Dcpartmont wero va e, we should not co 

for\78.rdT 

Tho rodeomin~ circumstanco of t his cntiro unfortunate situation is that 

Dr. Wise, ail'T.'llln of tho Ericr ~ency Council, by adhcrin to the decisions of 

that body rennins a friendly contact with tho Preaidont and the Stato De rtment. 

To maintain thia friendly contact ia essential to our cnueo, 

Z,o~. Exocutive A.ction: 

On December 19th the ZO~ Exocutivo Committee by a vote of 18 to 4 adopted 

tho following rosolutiona 

"It is tho soneo of this moetin~ that on tho basis of ·tho fnota as 

presented to us, Dr. Wiso•s reei ation as a protest a inst Dr. 

Silvorta action in contravention of the decisions of tho »nergonc~ 

Ooun~il is jUetified. We bel1ova that Dr. Wiso•s resignation from tho 

loadership of tho Zionist mover.ient in .America would most seriously 

rnoro 
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injure tho interesta of the no cment, and therofore conditiona 

rust be reated to enable nr. Wieo to ontinuo as Chairman ~f the 

~orican Zionist »norgoncy r.ou.neil. We leave it to our representatives 
cin the Pl-ncr~eney Counoil to act in accordanco with the~o vicwa. 11 

' Thie resolution was r~-B.ffirmed at a subsequent mcetinf.': of the ZC'.A. Executive 
eld after Dr. Silveria report to tho Emrgency Council had been heard. 

The statement isaued by the hrgoncy Council after itA mooting on 
December 28 ia one in which the ZC.A. fully ehares1 It is as follows, 

11Tho American Zionist !morgency Oouno1l dosiroa to nnka 1t lonr 

thnt tho eontroversy referred to in the public prose does not involve 

any difforonco with respect to fUndaoontal iionist policy or me.xinnl 

or minimal Zionist pro rem, but is rather ono of pro c uro, mothode 

of implomontatic and the authority of its cfficcrs. Tho Amoricnn co,1nc,il 
Zionist :&:ior~o. c >--w!.11 f!.O forward with ontinuod vi or and deterrlination 
for the roa~lzntion of its objoctivoa - unre~trictod Jewish 1nnigrat1on 
into Palostinott full opportunity for J owish colonization and ho re

constitution of Palestine an a fr00 and domo ratio Jewish ~mr:,onrrealth. 
For this it will seek tho active support of the Exo utivo and lc~islntivo 
bran hoa f tho UoS• G vcrnmont and the ~o d will of the crica.n pooplo." 
Tho entir8 aot of circunstnncos is ~ost re rottablo. Wo don t und r

osti~..ate Dr. Silver's ioportant servicoe to the Zionist ovomont urin~ tho 
pa st 14 months and before. Ilo hag splendid achievements to his rodit Uring 
his incumbon y of tho offico a.s chairman of tho Exocutivo CoMI!li tteo of n 

]}n rgen y Council. Thia, horrovor, dooa not obscuro tho re rottablo evonta 
of ro ont wooks and his responsibility for thom. 

Z.I"' .A.. r. opcrationl 

So far as Z~ eooporation with tho llners0ncy Council is •onccrnod tho 
re~ord ie loar. Tho ZOA. onnbled the »nor oncy Council upon its roorf""(lnizo
tion to eo ~uro a bud et of $500,000 for tho year which was no moan factor 

~re 
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in tho success of tho ~ork. The ZOA. turned over to the ihorgency ouneil itff 

loadin~ people in the local eomrrlU.nitiee for the publie relations nork. !l"ho ZOA. 
✓ 

loadcrehip has rendered conspiC\loue sorvico in tho hearings of the Rouso Forei~ 

.l.ffairs ommittao last February and March and in soeuring tho in lusion of the 

Palestine plank in the Democratio platform, and President Boosovelt'a historic 

declaration to the Zionist ~onvention in Atlantic City. Tho loaders of tho ZC\A. 

havo fulfilled every asei~rnent ~hich has been givan to thoo by tho Erner ncy 

Council. Tho ZOA. will continue to give the hrgency Couneil its fullest coopera

tion. The W momborship however would expect its leaders and reprosontativos to 

retain the right to express honest and onscientioua jud . nt on questions as they 

ariso - alwe.ya abidi~, of course, by the ~ill of tha majority. And the ZOA. 

reprosontatives will continue to insist on discipline as the :f'Undanental basis of 

any der.10cratically or~nizod constituency. 

Where are wo left now? There is hope thnt at tho next session of Con _rosG• 

as tho war draws closer to its end, the objoction of tho State Department ma bo 

withdrawn and tho Palestino Resolution in ir.,proved wordine, rm.y o throu mth 

virtual una.niMity. Thero 1B also a possibility that President Roosevelt ma himself 

find a wa.y in consultation mth tho heads of other Governments to give a si£:;n of 

tho fulfillment of his pled o and that of the tuo partios in t heir platforms. In 

all this the ood will of tho Preaidont is essential. 

Practi al Government Helps 

Wi:at needs to bo borne in mind by all of us Zionists ie that ns ir.iportnnt as 

aro the on -resa Resolutions, it is even Mora it!Iportant to aocur0 pra ti al clp 

from our Government and 1ta allies in shaping the futuro of ral stino end in brin ill; 

irnni~ranta into Palestine in tha iMrnediate future and proporin~ Paloatino to absorn 

mnss Jewish il'Tli ration aftor tho war. Hore too the Froaidont•s ~ood will e.nd 

friendship could be of crucial helpfulnoas - in &ddition to his potential aid in 

so urin~ tho proclamation of a Jowieh Ool!l!lOnwealth, 

more 
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Boforo us Zioniste thoro ie now a clear cha.llon • Wo shall not ~o vocy 

far by exhausting oureolvo8 uith internal dissonaions. Thoeo uill only Give 

aid an1 comfort to our enemioa, Wo T!lUst sot our ouso in order an proceed uit 

our work, It nould bo tre.gie if as a result of n~itation our teopo of pro~ross 

Btould be altered. 

1. We mst boon tho alert. in our public relationa rosponaibilitios, 

ontinuing to educato AoJri an public opinion in favor of tho Zionist pro~rn~, 

nnd proparod to nako the nccossary ir.ipact upon Con- ress as aoon as tho t1~o 

is opportuno; 

2. We r.1Ust incronso W ~o~borship steadily and substantially bocauso 

the s ron~th of the Zionist novo!!l8nt ia jud od by ita coro, uhi his its oro , 

TThich is itP nc~borship • 

3. We mst work harder than evor for tho national funds which buil tho 

foundations for tho Jewish Cor.lrlonwoalthJ 

4. Wo r.nst, without cley, raise tho Z~ Expansion :Eund uhich is o enable 

ou organization to 6 rou in scope, content and influcn o. 

N Zionist distri t uorthy of its naoo uill pornit itsolf to bo aatisfiod 

neroly TTith its statue ~uo. A ovenont r.:ust novo for.--nrd, elso it ro .e ~ca, 

.A.11 hose Ri a of pro,ross I:1Ust bo ro istored iMrlc iatoly. Let s provo . 

by our ronowod zeal t hat uo aro ~oro than fair-woethcr Zionists, th uc know 

how to moot a challeng0. Tho ~onths it:1r1 diatoly ahead mst bo ur nost a tivo 

in all dircctionBe 

Israel Goldstoin, Prosidont 
Zionist Crganization of .Arnori a 
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D~. HAYI GREElffiERG: I would like, first of all, to apologize. I should 
have been here last night but was delayed because I had to be present n.t a:1 all
dey conference of the Central Comr:1ittee of the organizati on to which I have ti1e 
honor to belong, nd where I had to be present to speak fran ~ly, in order to 
clear my stat us with r.1:r o •m . eonle. -~y organization decided b; a vote of 21 

.against 6 that l'hatever its past attitua.e, it would stand whole-heartedly ·nd 
loyall~r behind this reconstituted Er.iergency Council ( applause) .,nc I have been 
instructed to tell you that all sections of our ~;ovement in the nited States 
will do nothing in the co in months except coorerate sincorely and devotedly 
wit!: the constructive \•ork unclertaJ.:en, and. still to be underta':en by this 
Emer;.:,ency Council. 

I ,.,.as as.::ed yest ere.a:· at that conference, a legi timatc question : 1-,hat 
policy are you :·oing to yJU.rsue now? Will it be - and I quote one of -:-:-.y corr.r1.C:..cs -
11 A -policr of Mi.litanc~r, or a r at!lcr passive r>olicy? 11 anc"'.. I t ·cll ~ro -.rhat I told 
them yesterc.ay , 111 either a polic: of bF~seless , inflated :r'lili t ... nc;y- , or verbPl 
a gressivencss , nor a policy of c'isgraceful tinid.ity anc. submissiveness, b t a. 
caref··.11- mapPed.-out and enorgcticw.ly carried-out policy of 1·r'r1.li sm anc1 cffccti V i • 
ncss." 

I will toll you now, ·rhat I mean by tha t, and. ,,,h" t I meant ycstcrd:-.;r ,-,hen 
we adopted that form,1la. 

D ring the last fifteen or sixteen months in American Zionis, ~ lot of 
very good and in my opinion effective work ha br-cn done. P1blic opinion ;n 
this . countrJ has been aroused ; Zionism was on th oruer of the C1.ay in .A.11 c ricnn 
poli tice.l life , anC: I wo".la. be the laRt one to mi imizc the importance that 
work. ::s,1t our policy anC: ost of our acti vi • es in thLJt period, ·,ere , if I May 
use t~1at exl'.)ression, fixated on a certain })lan, or design . It was, I :oulcl say, 
a kine. of fixation. A fixation nay at ti;"les be a very very V [ 1, able instr,:u,ent ; 
it ma.:r also, if carrier~ too far, become dm1gerous - d.aneerous in the sense that 
people sometime~ confuse means an~ ends. ~y this I . e sor-ettin[ verz concre e. 
The passa6 e for instance of a congressional resolution favora le to he e ~t2blis~ 
J'l\ent of a Je•·ish Commom,realth in Pal estine is not anc. should "lot be considered 
as an end in itself. It is a means; Maybe at a certain moment a-very i portant 
means ; but it is not if we think in lonD'-ranbc t ems the -,hole of Zionist policy 
or Zionist strategy. Thero is, as Sigmm~ Freud has sho~m, such~ thing as a 
compulsion to symbolize, a II s boli zicrungszvang", and to get lost so·1ctiMes in 
a symbol, to forget how that s~rmbol ,,as created, to forf'et that nan created that 
SY'Jlbol, ana. tha it did :·!ot come fron above, from the s.cy .. .\.nc, •e .. ust beware 
of such a state of mind. . I shall tell you in a no ent hat I mer• by this . 

I am the last one , my friends, to pass judgment on the merits or denerits 
of the America.~ Constitution under which e live. But I do ~repose th~t certain 
elements of the American Constitution, of the constitutional structu1·e of this 
Union, s1ould be registered in our consciousness. ·lhether ie li:e it or not a 
tremendous pow r, particularly \·1here foreign affairs are conccrnea., is concen-
tr ... ted in the hands of the Ad.ministrrtion of this country, e.nd in ~articula.r of 
the C11ief Executive of that Aa_.,inist r ation , the President of the United States. 
Whether we like it or not, ConGress has no power of initiative in foreicn n at terr 
the Executive alone has he power of initiative. And in addition as thin~ s t anc 
toclay, \·rhether, s a citizen of the 1:1orld, I like it or I c1.ir.li' .c i~, a tremen, 1r· 

oPer is concentrated in the hands of throe men ~n this world, three men -,ho 
mey settle the most essential affairs of our plan.ct for a period to core. 
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1'lhat are the conclusions I am inclined to draw from this ".nalysis, if it 
is a I believe, a correct c:.nalysis1 It was very desirable, it is still ver.1 
desir~ble to have a good congressiQnal resolution on Palestine. But I never 
thou:'.;ht, and I do not think today, that the adoption of sue~ a resolution in 
Congress, the best resolution in the world, would runount to thP solution of our 
p roblem, and that. after such a resolution Palestine would be of· ·erec. to us on 0. 

silver platter. Such ~ resolution is not lesislati on in the concrete anl bindin~ 
sense of the ,..rord~ A resolution of that kind, on a question of foreit.:-n affairs 
is - I won 1 t sc:y a pious wish - but it is an expression of cr:/st .:'.llized publ ic 
opinion in this country; there is fluid public opinion and there is crystallized, 
more rigid public opinion, more official nublic o 1n1on. This is the essence of 
a congressional resolution. If -,e had to sunpose thc..t, for ins t ~nee, t:1t-- Presider; 
of the United States is, as I was told. by some of my Zionist frienc.s, anti-Zionist 
- a thing which I do not for a sin ,le moment believe, but if it .-Jere true - no 
congressional resolution would force the Presient to take Ul) our cc1.se anc to fi h 
for our cause. 1Tor would a single voice in this country come after the war and 
de and the impeachment of the President because he did not fight for our ca~se. 

nhe resolution has not been adopted, unfortunately, and I ar.1 not going at 
this mo□ent to Qwell on the history of our efforts to have the rcsol12tion adopted. 
But it is clear at least to me, that \ i thin tho nearest fc •.r months - I c'.o not 
undertake to prophecy a..viything about the situation, or about decisions to be 
taken b~r us in ay or in June or in August or next Septemb r, but ,. i thin the next 
p0riod of time that it would not be wise to have a new resolution introduced in 
either the House or the Sena e. ~hat does not mean that our progrDri for the 
coming r.:1onths sho 1ld be a negative one. For one thing we -,ill of course have 
to continue to cultivate the friendshi:ns we have already acquired. in so e quarters 
we will have to ~aJ.:e new contacts, anc to cultiva c tlose contacts; but at the 
same time it ,-rould. be a great mi stake on our 11art to limit ourselves n erely to 
official negotiations with t:>overnmental bodies or ··i th men in r es)onsible position 
in Washincton, and d.o nothing as far as the count ~r as a ,rho le is concerned nnd a r 
far as AMe1--ic[~n public opinion is concerned.. What we purJose to to at t_ is moment 
is to launch a nation-wide car .}laign, over the length antl breadt. of th!? co 1ntry, 
aJl'lOns various sections of the non- Je-ish population in the United States , in order 
to i m:9 ress, not once, not twice, but from t i.,.e to time as the occasi en or the 
opportu.~ity emer~es, and as needs, concrete practical neods, arc clarified, in 
order to oring to the attenti on of tho Administration, of the Prosilent , the 
sentinents of the peo~l e of America in regard to Palestine ,nc tho solution of 
the Jewish problem. To a certain extent it is a questi an of slogalls to be 
employed; it is a question of thC' kind of propaganda we wi 11 no .-J h2vvc to cond: ct 
in the country. 

I personally think that the time has come to present our needs, ~nd our 
ultimat e g oal in Palestine, to • erican public o inion, not r·rn rel:r in terms of 
t 1e soluti on of a problem of let us sa.,r sor.1e hunc.reds of thouse.nc.s 01· of a million 
Je• .1ish individuals. It wo 1.ld be a Mistake on our part to reduce Zionimn +o he 
no 1-Je ·.ri sh world in America as merely a problem of resettlin refugees or removinr 
ref ir;ees from one part of the ,, orld to another. Of course ,e must not omit to 
-rnep American public opinion inf or . ed about the situation of hu."ldrec'l.s of thousnnf 
of Jews in countries economically devastated, of hundreds of thousancls of pauper
ized Je'li'S, but it would be dangerous as I sPe it to have Zionism rec..uced merely 
to this ~opic. 1'le know unfortunately how the population pressures, Jc1-rish 
ponula~ion pre~sures in Europe toda;r have become much ,eaker than they were thre 
anc. four and five and six years ago. Only a f m·r years ago we were in a ;)OSi ti on 
to s-.)eak of millions of Je\•1s clar.10 ring for ac'.mission to Palestine . T1at -ras a 
great source of power. Those millions of poor Jews were in nomc countries un
integrated Jews ithout civil ri ghts; but the very existence of those millions 
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of Jm· s was a r:reat so r of oli ti cal pm er for t~1e Zionist -:ovenent . _hn. SO'c..l'' • does not exist today to the extent it did exist only a few years n.go . I c1 on 1 t kno.1 how :-:1.an< Je ·s have survived. or v ill survi Ye the del ge of blooc:1. on the Juro1rnan continc>nt; \·'e hone that su sta..i.tial num ers 1ill survive, but \·Tf-' _12,ve no ill·.sions as to t...1e fact that the ajority of E11ronean Jet.rs on the Continent have ..... lren.dy been anni:1.ilated . I think i \·roald e impossible todav to on ":.nee t:10 J1 m-1crs thti. be, ht e Je·.rish Com,...~m-realth :10,J.ld be establishec in Pn.lec-ti!:e onl·,. on t' c stren:'"th of those hundreds of thousGnc".s of J \-'S who are, or ma:" be ret,,d~r to,' y o ·i:. to Palestin.e . In this respect we uill ha· e to return, in a sense, to cl,,ssical Zio11.is , in t'1e sense that it is not a natter of solving he r,roblcm of .:. d.ef.:.nitc nnr.1"Jer of inc.i vi duals, b ,.t of solving the perennial "Droble of ::~ honC"less J)0.0J le L..c t', w11ole . That □ec.U1s to thin~: age.in in long-range terms ancl. r.ot onl in err::s of the co •• in6 decade. On the strength of t:1is we must deman(. th .... t Palestine c,ho;.1ld. be designc:ted as a zone for J ewish □ass settlenent, where all Jews \·:ho 00 c: oor.e ma:r t-;o - Je ·TS from all kinds of countries incluc,ing even the Uni tcd. States. 

At the sanf> time our propaganda - ~d in this connection I think not only or even ~ostly of the J e\!i sh population , but of the ao .-Je •ri sh . 0•1ulLt i on a d public opinion generally - must pursue parallel methods : one ne ho~ is ~s I said beforP , the J rescntation of Zionism as t e solution of a historic ~l, i!l. sense 2_)e rennial ·--roble::i in Jc ·•ish life and the life of the world . B 1t at the sn.':lc ti e :c nust reckon ri th the possibility that our final status ay not be d-Jcic.cd for □onths and even □aybe for years. And so~ething must be done prior to th&t so tle-r'1ent . obody k:1ows at this moment when the final decisions wi t!1 re
6

a1·d to Palcstin<' 1ill be taken . •ot only the problen of Palec; ine, b t the great proble:as of Euro-pc itself - \•hat to do ultimately ·1ith Germaw, or \•rha borers shoula. be t;iven to Polana. - are not necessarily going to be finall decided within the next f Pw r:: J ... h(" . Before the final solution, 'llat are we goinc to do a out t!1e .,_ oli ticnl statue, of Pc..lestine c.:ncl the s' atus of the J ewish pea .... le in P l stine ? Thr t iM~-,orcs a. fcfini tr· obli ation u~on the Zionist organizations of this country, ·n~ artic l .rly uron the -imerccnc:? Council. 'le r.mst not limit ourselves to propueundn. re.--r rc:in , only the final sett c~ent of Zionism, but at the sa e time be alert, vi
0
il:nt every si:1.glc day , in putting forward pecific concrete c:.emands rclatin ~ to t11e life of the Jc :tsh com~uni ty already existin in Pal cf tine and. r cgardin:=,; t 10 increase of J m•ish po:rmla ion in the. t country, prio r to· the final solut on of t:10 ~Jol i ic· 1 J1roble • 

ou heard. today fron :r. Zaslani, anr you heard last ni ht, I nsc-u.;·10, from other friends, about the situ[). i on in so□e of the Euro can countri es . I tl.i : the situnti !l. is m ch graver than so . e of us ima ine, or are inclir.od to t: i:1}:; er· ver in an enti rel ctif rent sense. So e of us heard a fe\·r weeks ;: ·o f1·om one of o r 
' fr~ends t.•rho ca"':le to America from France, Jose:Jh Fischer, the re ) esen ".t i ve of the Zionist :·ovenent in France, a represontative c.lso of the Resist ance :·oyc .. cnt in that count r.r, who told us terrifying things, not onl;,.. about the ocononic or social situ t i on of thousands of Je,-rs in France toc:1~y, but bout t:1oir ;.1 nt .. l ::::i tua ion~ T'1ou end of J s, for instance, have :i. tl e ~rec.rs of the :.: tlc .. ~ occ 1.J.;i; , a·.ir '· .,,.an. n.ns-,orts ; the: hare acquired c rtificates :fron he C,thol·c c:1urc· to e ef:=-e t tl at they were Catholic bv birth - if the1·e is such a :i.1.:.n;; as u Cathol ic b7 birth . ·-ow, \/hen they have b en liberated, m v of he refune to 6ive u t:~eir of::i ci al status as Catholics . Some of them have even err:braced C ... ri o t iani t in recent months in ~ranee after the libera ion of the country. 

,fuat does it mean? It 
si~nlc, Jut it is anything but 
Sevent eenth Century by Sabatai 
emption. He did son thin in 

eans sor:a~thing very - well I was tnr:·1tcd to sn.y 
s im le. It re~ inds Me of the st e:p tc -:o in the 
Zvi. Sa atai Zvi thou ht of libcra ion, of re
his own fantastic terms in order to redeem his 
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people ancl redeem himself runong his people, and after the crisis, when he sm·! th.::.t 

nothin~ had been achieved, that nothing could have been achieved , in a state of 
utter despair he proclaimed himself a Haslem. I am afraid that too nan:r Jews, 
tl1ousnnc1..s of them now in France, in Belgium, perhaps in Hungary .. .nc'.. so 10 0th r 
cou.~trics, just because they don 1t sec any rey of hope in their life, c:tl.Y horo 
of rclcMption, because the doors of Palestine are closed to the:, because t~e 
don 't see their way as Je•rs in their countries of birth or oricin, to continue 
their life, are today in despair. And despair is sometimes the worst counsel in 
the '.·orld. , it is a counsel of suicide, ~nd many of then con11it, or f1.re reac"-y to 
cornmi t mor[',l suicide in their life. That is why, paraellel \·Ti t~1 ot r poli ti cc,l 
ra.cti Yi ties, and nation-wide propaga..--ida about the establi shrncnt of a Je !ish 
Common ··eal th in Palestine (and no one anong us should think for ~ moment that •.'C 

are in a position to renounce even for a single day those political cernands) 
parallel ·with, and simultaneously with those political activities 2.:10_ })ropaganda, 
we ought to raise at this moment s:!:)ccific and concrete demands ~')rior to the 
ultimate solution. 'l'his does not necessaril~r mean a fight against the White Paper, 
and I ,-.rill tell you in a □inute why I • ould not call it a fight against the ~· i te 
Paper. Because I can conceive of a situation when the White Paper has been 
officially annulled - I don 't sec it yet, but I can conceive of such a situation 
and that not a single Je •r sl1ould be adrii tted to Palestine. There ,,rcrc times, 
without a l•lhite Paper of that kind, when on the strength of purely al.ministrativc 
rcculations, without any legal or pseudo-legal basis, Jews were not aclr.1ittcd to 
Palestine under British ad.1:1inistration in past years . at we are concerned with 

is not the official annulment of the White Paper, not a do jurc annulment , but 
a de facto abrogation, anc the do facto abrogation means to o~en the doors of 
Palestine for tens of thousands and for hundreds of thousands, forthwith, and 
without waiting for the general political solution. he doors of Palestine must 
be opened to them and all unnecessarJ restrictions removed, incluQing restrictions 
on tho purchase of land. 

There is cnother matter: Arr.J leac1.ers in recent months h2ve adopted a net-, 
method of anti- Zionist prop".ganda. :1heir line is that: ,,re Arabs perha-.:,)S wollld be 

ready to reconcile ourselves somehow to a lar e-scale Jewish settlement in Pales
tine itself, or in Palestine alone, but ve have ground to believe thf•t t:1e Je\!s 

recard. Palestine ::1erely as a base fror1 which to expand ruic~_ to :nenetrate the 
nei 1 hboring Arab countries and. to seize econorlic and political control of t!1em. 

I c"'..on 1 t think that there is a sin-;le Arab who believes that, b t there c're too 
mrur'" of them who sr'.y it and who pretend that they believe and .. re afraicl of it. 
I ·10 .lcl seize t.11e opportunity to inc1..icate to the Governr.rnnt of t1e United States 
ruid to the Government of Great Bri tic..n, not only that Jews -rill not cont en late 
settling in an.r of the neighborin& countries, but on the contrc.ry t10..t there are 
certain t.: e •rish com□uni ties in Arab countries today, tens of tl1ousc::.nc s of t!1en in 
Iraq, twenty or twenty-five thousanc~ of them in Yer.ien, and so on, whom -,e want 
to assist in bringing to Palestine - to open t'1e doors of Palestine fo1· the 
Yemenites, to open the doors f0r those Iraquinn Jevs reacy to settle i~ Palestine, 
for so:'11e of t!1e Egyptian Je,.,s reaC::r to leave thc:..t country n.nd settle toda·r in 
Palestine ; to open the doors for thous ds rnd thousando of Je·1s in : .ort1 .Africa, 
in the -r:1rench Colonial possessions, in Algeri a , in munisia; o:::1en the a_oor and let 
ther, settle in Palestine . I say this opportunity should be seizocl. upon , and 1·•e 

shoti_ld cone out with concrete, practical su cestions , perhaps to crer'.te the proper 
machinery e..nd. the proper financial framework for the re□oval of the Jeus from 
those countries. 

These t •o parallel methods of propaGanda , hi ch is not pro~aganda alone, 
but amounts to practical political activity, should be exprcsoctl as I said before, 
in a nation-wide cnmpaign. in the country to arouse as far as possible and to 

□obilize and to crystallize public opinion. Our local E crccncy Committees 
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ever,,11.,rnere in the country can and must become the instruments , vss istin the 
Ar-crican Palestine Committee and the Christian Council , in creating in every 
worth •rhile com~unity, and every community large and small is wort!r•l:ile, nucl i 
of Christi an friends, an _ no re than nuclei. Thous anus and ten a of thot sands of 
non-Jews must be enlisted in these two non-Jewis_1 organi Zc?,tions: ti1ey nt st , rran{;0 
local conferences - ,.,e are not in a position, because of war reatrictions, to 
arrange big regional or national conferences - and the Stat e Depart::1ent and. the 
President should, by t 1ese conferences, be reminded not once, but every . few ,-,eeks , 
2nc1. not only about the final goal, of Zionisl!l, not only about t1e Comnonwcalth, 
but about the cpecific tasks to be performed within the next feu months. 

Perhaps further we will have to try to bring :press,1re to bear• or t.t1rough 
our Govcrnr.1ent and otherwise uron certain co ntries which formall r have not11ing 
to do ,-,i th Palestine. Take for instu.ncc the case of Bulgaria. Fror.i Bulbaria 1t c 
heard t,-.,o weeks ago, - that a new democratic :Bulgarian Government is not opposed 
to Jm•ish ir.unigra ion from :Bulgaria to Palest ine, but - and that but is very 
typical , very characteristic of the situation in that country, - t;.1osc Jc\!s who 
o~t today for settlement in Pale tine, must sign a document in te1"'7'1s of hich 
they waive any claim they had in the past or that they m~r have tomorrow, to 
their propert~.r in Bulgaria or to the restoration of their propcrt.,.r confiscat C'd 
or Aryanizcd under the Hitler occupation. Herc is a matter on ;Ihic1 the • crican 
Govcrmncnt could be helpful. ifith the good offices of our Government, it could 
be impressed upon the Russians, ,ho are fact all in control o: Bulgaria militari 
and to a certain extent politically , t at .. ou cannot av.thori ze ·,)eO)?le to leave 
tl e country yet on the eve of their de arture rob them of \ hate .. e r they possess. 

I think that by mobilizing Christian fri ends now in th v· ri ous commun1 1. es , 
b etppealing let us say, to Chal!lbers of Comr.1erce, e rican Feder~.t i on of Labor 
anc CIO units, church organizations, teachers associations, bar associ:Ntions, the 
v arious :Jost-war com lissions in America dealing with problems of se:tlc. ent of 
fo:-ei[;n affairs, fraternal organizations, colleges and universities, • or10n ' s clubs, 
do;11ocratic clubs, republicnn clubs in the various coinl'!lunitics, it '.'oud.be possible 
tri t ~ n the nc.xt fe months to bring to the D.ttention of our G-ovcrnncnt not only 
our case in the sense of a ~reat historical ideal, but our cases, our every- day 
worries , and en1crJ-day tasks to be performed in connection wit _1 J ewis~1 i :-'.ll .. i ., r .? tion 
into Palestine. 

Only one thing is req_uirc nov: for conductin this kind of :tar.1ifi cd :::10liti
cal c nd :propaganda ~.-rork in the country a sense of soliuari ty in the Zi onist ::ovc
r.:c t, £' 1c: ,. holehcarted coopcrnti on on the part of all t he constituent bodies of 
t1e Zi onist ~:ovcmcnt. 

• 




