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ADDllSS OF DR. .A:B:BA HILLIL SIL VD AT THE :B 'NAI ZIO DINNER 
HtB9H 31. 194§ 

My good friends, when I came to this meeting, hours and hour■ 

ago I had Nl idea of what it was all a.bou.t. I got contused a bit 9.s the 

meeting vent along, but I think that Dr. Goldatein in the ea.rl7 pa.rt of the 

meeting indicated what JlfT role at this meeting would be. There were to be 

four people, aignifying the four t7Pea of people~ in the Zionist Movement. 

Yo~ have heard all of them. There was music, you ate the meal, the whole 

Hagaddah was told. My function at this moment is th t of the a.t'fokomen. 

The A.ffakomen you know, you. keep under the pillow fortour or five hours, 

then at the end you bring him out - Just at that time you open the doors 

ostensibly to let EliJAh in, actUAl.ly to give the people a chance to go 

home and the prayer connected with the opening of the door at th t time ia 

11 shovocho moschu. hagoyi ," t I have to do at thia 

moment. 
~ \"'' 

I hope that l will be able > 
("' 

this apeech of mine thia 

evening, I hav been in bed for the last two days with a bit of laryngitie, 

I will do my bet. 

I want to thank the Order Bnai Zion for this beautiful 

tribute. It is a great Organi1ation that ta doing great t 1ngs greetl7. 

It h~s served our Movement so eminently over so many years. I am proud 

to receive this &ct ot recognition at the hands of so worthy and illuetriou.a 

an Organization in Jewi h life in the Unit d Ststee. 

I want to th!Ulk Mr. Daniel Frisch, the Tosetmaeter of the 

evening for all that he did to help make this such fine success for 

the Jeviah National. Fund, and incident lly for me. I want to thank, 

deeply and moat sincerely the men who have spoken here this evening, Nid 

for all the things that they have seid, things which I did not deeerve. 



I know what my function ie here at this occasion. I am in 

the nature of s. decoy. It was thro\.18h me that this handsome sum of money 

was raised for the Jewish National Fund. I have no illusions about this 

business of honoring me - I run glad that this effort was so successful, 

so much more succesefuJ. than last year; I will now be able to give a few of 

my trees to Dr. Wise. 

You know how it is when you call up a man to the Torah, to 

Shliasi, or to Mafter, you know what a "tachshid11 he is, you don't do it 

because he is such an importent person, but you know he will shnodir - that 

ia what I am here for tonight, except that I didn't do the shnoddering -

you did it for me. 

The bestowal of kovid la not an easential by-produc• of 

Jewish leaderahip, as you know. Rather that old phase of the Bible, 

T 11 0d me at azkoli ni" is perliap• 119re a.cc riptive of the true 

situation with reference e. I do not mean to 

che.a vecholileh, our 

Movement is beyond all rep•oach on this score, as the events of the last 

few years will testify. 

I al.WV• wanted a Nachle.h.; 1ta been~ dres~ of mine. been 

a dream of every Zioniet for that mstter, and I~ happy th t the Bn~i 

Zion, and endel Fisher have now capitalized on this dream of mine. 

The rabbis sey, •kol hameha.l lach arP amot be Eretz Ier el, 

mutt a.ch lo, she hu ben ol J:1 aba, n a men who w,:111:ks J11st four ells, four cubi ta, 

in the land of Israel, he may be assured of immortality. If th tis true, 

how much more so 1 it true of a man who is privileged to have a Naehlah in 

Erets Israel. 

My good friends, I aq thia without any aermonice, he who ha• 

a atake in Eretz Ierael baa a stBk in his people's future, and in his people'• 

immortality. I w~• convinced more than I ever waa when I visited P&J.eetine 



a few months aco; I was convinced of nothing so much as of the f~ct that 

there in Palestine vs• the future of our people. The country was almost 

atraightl7 shut up like Jericho of old, so geres and eogereth, as if the 

well of Jericho was built around the entire country to keep the Jews out. 

Navies were patrolling the w~tera off the shores of Palestine; the border• 

were patrolled to the north, to the east, to the south. There was a wall, 

an impenetrable wall around Palestine, and when you were in Palestine you 

could almost hear the galuth pounding upon thew 11s, trying to ·et in; the 

galuth was 11q_u.1dat1ng and all that w s left of the galuth, and all trutt 

had any hope for the future, and was a.tall thinking of the f11ture, was 

trying to break through this impenetrable wall to get into Pelest!ne, 

beoau.se there the;y knewW!.s the p18ce of the f u.ture; there ws.e the future. 

Our there be1ond the d 7ear11 and more of 

Jewiah hiatory was w1nd1 epi od and terror and ruin. 
I 

There was the future. 

the churvoth olam, and the shome. me.dor vedor. upon waste and ruin, and 

ancient desolation, men were b11ilding new and beautifully promising things, 

hom••• and •chools and fruitful fields snd orchard• and shops e.nd factorie• 

and commerce and industr7. Here we.a the f11ture, and here old 11Ye■ were 

made new again, 8lld 18Jlguished spirits revived, and tired hearts rekindled, 

end the weary and battered bodies and spirits of the helpless of Europe 

found renewal here, and the song returned and the lsughter, and the fa.1th. 

Bo wonder that Dr. Taeodor Herzl called thi• etrMge little land of the 

most startling contradictions, •AJ.t Neal.M.d.• 

And I personally, I like to have a part in that future, that 

most exciting and adventurous future, M.d I therefore tbe.nlc you, good 

friends, for this gr~cioue act of 7oure which will be a• a pool of light 

for ae, which will make luainoua all •7 tutu.re work, and all my future 



-4,,a 

7ears. And 1:f wh•n I am gone my n~.me will be linked with a plot of goound in 

that land of my people's future, where free men will plow and sow and reap, 

snd where 11 ttle children perchance will sing, under the spacious blue skies 

of :lretz Israel, my spirit will blese you abundsntl1 for having m8de it possible. 

leference was ma.de this evening to my work in recent years, to 

JD'JT hard work in behalf of our Cause. Men frequently asked me how it was that I 

could travel so much and. do travel so much in behalf of our Movement. I tell 

7ou friends, that trs.velling as fsr as ou.r Cause is concerned at this time ie 

part of building. I think of those who have travelled in the ls.st few years, 

some of them five years, ■1% yea.rs, seven yea~s and more, along all the broken 

highways of Europe, through underground• from one concentration c2.1Dp to another. 

I think: of them on their ro&d of sorrow, all of them trsvelling in the hope of 

reaching the shores of Palestine, and I want to be with them in their travels. 

I want to be within the reythm of their 1 ~t1,ms~1,;.:i ilgrimage. I claim & 

freehold in their destin7i, atid until t y 

Na.hale., until our people .tias resohed rest 

·ome el ha. Milucha, ve el ha 

no one of ua 

can be at ease, no one of us should be tease. This ie the time of veiy he 

benezoe Aaron - the ark 1s travelling to the Promised La.nd. 

It ls forty-two years this 7ea:r since I join•4 my :f'irat 'Zionl•t 

Society, since I helped organize the first Junior Zionist Society in the United 

States. It waa in the year that Theodor Herzl died in 1904; it was only a few 

months after the Kishinev Pogrom, forty-five Jews were killed in that pogrom, 

and the whole civ1111ed world was shocked and aroused: forty-five Jewa had been 

killedl 

Some fifteen yeare later, in the wake of the Yirst World War, 

thirty thoussnd Jewa were murdered in the Ocraine, Md four hundred Jewi•h 

communities were p•gronized; the civilized world was no lQnger quite as shocked 

or aro118ed. The war to make the "world a~e tor democrac7" was won, a League 

ot Nations to ensu.re world peace wa1 established; the Jeva in E~stern and 
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Central Europe were grentecl equal righta, even special rights as minority 

group, but the7 nevertheless continued to kill Jews, anti-Semitism grew and 

epread like a galloping c9ncer, in spite of constitutions a.na conventione, 

and international guarantees. Fascism and Na1in ~ppeared. The Jew wae 

blemed for Communism, and a vast anti-Semitic propagmda spread all over 

the world. 

Some twenty 7ears later, dnring the Second World War, Bix million 

Jews were put to death, ud there really was no longer any civilized world 

sensitive enough to be shocked or aroused. We were now in an age of decaying 

sanctities. The world was so surfeited with lt• corpses and with the hurt1 

an4 outr11.gee of the generation of planned Md consummated evil, tb tits ver7 

spirit was dulled and atu;pefied. 

How this diesatroue line of 

from the fort7-aeven killed ln Iithln v 

he fortune of our people, 

en I w s a young boy, snd 
~~-~-

. ..... ~ .. ,..on/killed in 1940, thie line 
~y 

! &r our inten8tve concentration 

on the Zionist solution. Our Zionism, the Zionism o:1' the men of my generation 

is the product of fort1 years of Jewish experience which we wi tnes ed with 

our own e7ee, and in which we participated. Of course from our background. 

from our training as children, from the redolent me1DOriea o:1' Bible and Prayer

book we derived a certain awareneaa, a certain aperception, but it was life 

itself which drove home the lesson; it wee lite itself which - as was the c~ae 

with the Prophet Ezdial - it was lite itaelf which put forth its hMd and 

gave ua the safer hamegilleh, the roll of the book upon which vaa written, 

"kinim vehegit vahe," lamentation, and 110u.rning, ,md woe, and we were 

comms,nded to es.t what we found, to est the roll, the ea.fer h.Ulegillah, and 

then go and spealc to the House of Iarael. 

Bow there were m~ durin& these cata1trophie 7e&rs who refused 

to eat, and to digest what the7 found; the7 turned awq trom theae unplea1ant 



and atark realitiea of life, this frightful decline. this cBtab~ais in 

Jewish fortune and aJ.l their clear implications, snd sought eacape in 

wishful thinking, in compensating daydreams: The Jewiah problem would 

solve itself quite simply, they m~int•lned., with the triumph of democracy, 

or internationalism. or socialism. or communism. In the meantime, however, 

the Jewish problem in Europe al.moat solved itself through the exterminstion 

of the Jews of Eu.rope. The forces of history, as far as the Jews at least 

were concerned, were seemingly not contentto wait until the Jewieh doctrinaire 

could prove hia point. 

Laat month in Vienna, refugee Jewe were demonetr~ting through the 

streets of ViennA, carrying banners and placards demandine the right im

medi~tely to go to Palestine, -md on msny of these banners were inscribed 

thoee immortal worde of Bialik, "Im ye 

r is to be justice. let it appear nowl 

If there 

1 e was trying to teach the• 
,.;; 

,...;i,. 

t er throughout the long wea.r1 

Jt'ara of our dispersion and our dependence. P8lestine would toda7 be a 

Jewish State. and million• now dead through N~zi mass aleughter would be 

alive today, and free in their own home. 

My good people. we Zionists are not fanatics about .our Zionism, 

we are J~at realists about Jewish life. That is alla 

I have been denounced; 7ou have been denounced; all my good 

friends here b8ve been denounced as pol1t1c8l nat1onal1ats, as if thia 

term in any way connotes something fearful or evil. To be sure we ~re 

politic 1 nationalieta, inaotar a• we seek !or our people that which 

every other historic people posseasea on the f~ce of the earth, s n tion'll 

home and a nation'll status, but, true to the great tradition of our people, 

we know other frontier• beyond the bourne ~f atate and nation. It waa in 

tact our own nation, when it was a nation in Palestine, which firat dee-



_.,_ 
cribed theee other and further frontiers, the frontiers of ak~rith 

haydim. of yom shekuloth sh.Abat hu melucha...... It v~e our 

people who first directed mM 1 s glance tow~rd them, but tmfortunately 

for us, ve h~ve not yet reeehed even our first frontier, our own 

settled pe~ceful home ~s ~ p~ople, we are still the hunted nomads of 

the wilderne •• 

It is said, and some scientiata, some areheologiste ve 

aeid of the plow that it was first invented in Palestine, but so a.lso 

was the vision of beating the sword into a plow, that too was invented 

in Palestine, b7 our people, snd rDan7 other great visions our people 

gave to mankind: justice, and brotherhood, ,md peace, and the concept 

of the dignity of human life, ,u1d the rachsmonuth, but like Prometheus 

who was riven to the rock• and tormented for having brought the gift of 

fire to mankind, we helped mruikind• b t help ot1rsel vea. 

Nov the ti , fi 

the time has come f 

the cry that rises above all other 

me ha1 come, urgentl7 

eed a home. That is 

that I can hear from Bela n, from 

Dachat1, and Oecwietz, froa the he~ta of ot1r fellow.,.Jews ho are not 

spoken of as displaced persons. They are displaced persons only 

becau.ae we are displaced people, and th t is the root of their tragedy, 

and of the six million ho perished, and of Bll the tr~edies in the 

long centuries of our n~tional hoaeleaaneas. We are a displaced people; 

we need a home. That io the motor power ~hich drives these pursued 

and hunted ships of our extra-leg~\ and more thrui legal immigl"ants who 

are seeking the hores of Palestine with a desperate longing unknown in 

a.11 the annals of n tion-bu.ild1ng. 

I am proud that three of these ships reached. the ahorea ot 

Palestine within one week. For ahB.me, for shame, that the ships of the 

proudest nRvy on earth should be eJUplo7ed to intercept the ships hich 

are carrying to s nctu.a.ry the saddeat nd the moat deserving home-aeeker1 



-~ 
on earth. Rather should the ships of Great Britain o c~rrying thee 

Jewa to Palestine fo Great Britain in the sight of the whole world 

undertook to facili tttte Jevi eh 1mm1gr,it1on in to Palestine, A.nd for that 

matter, good friends the ships of the United States might well be cf\rry-

ing these retucees to Palestine. The ships of the United St~tes which 

carried a quarter of a million az1 prisoners to these shores for temporary 

dwelling might juet aa well h~ve carried a quarter million Jewa ho were 

doomed in the gas chambers of the N~sie. 

We applaud now. Why did.n' t 7ou demsnd it of your Government 

four years ago, five years ago, six ye9rs ago? Why were you satis!'ied 

with tha.t miserable thing called Oswego? - and you appl uded it. 

A quarter of cen11ry ~o Great ~ritaln, the United States. 

and fifty other nations of the world, recognized this need of the Jewish 

people for a home, hence the hence the Palestine 

f.andate. We waited far that recognl tio ..,-..-:ir,,.,. ye8rs • Md we set 

bo~t building our y 1 itions, end very 

difficult times for at me, 1 1920-21, European Jewry had 

been ravaged snd impoverished by yea.re of war, Russian Jewry waa 

completely isoleted, but the ideru.ism and the goodwill, As well as the 

~ol1t1c9l motivations which were responsible for the Balfour Deel ration 

did not enrry far beyond the close of the war, and then obstacles, one 

more f ormide.ble than the other were set up in our way and the andatory 

Government eeemed to be determined to delay, to constrict, and fi.nally 

completely to frustrate the building of the Jewish National Home. 

So that when the most -rrible moment in ollr history arrived and 

Palestine might have served as e place of escape for the m1111on1 

doomed to wholeaale slaughter in the azi gs chNDbars, ta its doo~s 

were practically shu.t, and they are still shut, 8Jld now a Committee ot 

Enquiry, the seventeenth of ita kind, e~ch one in turn devised to 

clrownvent the clear intent and purpoae or the Mands.te is now ponderousl7 



nt work to determine what has already been determined, to ascertain 

what has already been ascertained, and to recommend what? Certainly 

not the fulfillment in letter and spirit of the ~alfcir Declaration 

and of the andate, because if that were the objeotiYe of the Govern

ments which created the Committee, they need never have created that 

committee. The Governments would have acted and could have acted 

speedily and forthrightly as thgy had pledged themselves to. ti~a and 

again. The Labor Government of Great BritRin, through numero~1 

resolutions of the L~bor Party. and our own Administration through 

its Party Platform - what need was there for a Committee of Inquiry? 

Unless its purpose was del83', snd the recommendation of R formula 

which will give the Jewish people far far less than was internationally 

granted to them after the last war. 

Bevin stated what this to.1•-_ .. -~~ a --- be. It was not to 

contain the . in a sense President 

Truman also indic&t s fo mul be. I do not know what 

the report will be, b~t of one thing I em certain, th t the Jewiah 

people, inside and outside of Pale tine will not agree beoa~se it 

cannot agree to any propoa8.l which will rob them of their historic 

right, and of their historic hope to rebuild themselves &a a nBtion 

in the national ho■e of Iarael. 

Of one thing I am certain, that they will not agree, 

becaaae they cannot agree to any proposal. which will reatrict 

on political grounds Jeviah immigration into Pale1tine or 

de11T the right of &Mctus.ry to any homeleaa Jew• 



.. 
(6) I need not refer to, 1 t has alrea(\y been mentioned ver., d ramaticall7 

here this evening: that Jews were shot and beaten by German police in the American 

i ,ne of occupation, the same Nazis only t his time using American we~ona and under 

American euperTision. 

~ good frienda, here 1 the scroll - the sefer hamegillsh, and we 

mst eat it. There is no t ay out of it. The triumph of freedom in t he Second 

orld ar has no more liquidated anti-Semitism and made the poaition of the Jew 

secure the.a the triumph of demooraey in the First World War, or the triumph 

of enlightenment and emancipation in the 19th Century. The League of Nations 

did little !or us, nor will theUNO do more, unless the Jewish people is granted 

national status end permitted to take ite rightful place among the United ations. 

UNO 1• composed of representatives of nations, of states, we ere on the outside, 

although the Palestine Mandate 8peake of a Jewish National Home, the Jewish Na tional 

Home of Pales tine has not yet been given n tion . 

in the UNO, end we are still feed.111g on th~ c 
.J 

represented 

It is reall.7 to t intiere at :Sri tain, I ask, and of 

the United States• to keep us out T To deDT th1 s ancient people that has sened mankind 

not unworthil.7 through these centuries, a people that has au.ffered so mu.chT It 

is really to the high.eat interest of Great Britain and the United States to deny 

this people the opportunit7 which 1• not denied even to the ellalla at and the 

most recent of peoples on earth! To d•DT 1 t the right of national atatue and a 

national. home! :Secauee tm re is no other a:y out, good friends. e DI\J.St press 

forward at all costs, and with unrelenting determination, and we Jews of the United 

States 1111st demand of our own Government that it reflect the true sentiment of the 

American People ae twice expressed by the Congreae of the United States; ae 

expresaed on innumerable t1■es by atate legialation and governors of the statea; 

we nat demsnd of our sdmini etration that 1 t refiect that pro-Pueetine, pro

Zioniet aentiment of the American people and tran late it into action. We 



I close, av good IJ'iend1, with this thoUcghti there is a terrific 

i11eTit&bilit7 about this thing we are engaged in, an inegeapability. There is 

110 other wq out for our people. 

Within thil! week - this eek - a year after the great triumph of the 

United Nations over Na2iem and J'aseiem I read in the papers, and you read in 

the papere the following it•e, all within less than a eek: 

(1) "Plans for combat ting anti-Semi ti BDl in Hunga1"7 formed the JD8j or 
.., 

topic of diecussion at a eofferenee of the Jewish N tional Cb!Jlllittee, which 
' 

concluded todq at J eded. Speakers pointed out that pro-Na2i elements 

111 the countey are continuing to incl te sections of the Hungarian popul&

tion against J ewe and to epre,4 anti-Semi tie propaganda.. 

(2) "General Donavon warned that the lega~ of anti-Semi tiam left 

oison of anti-Semitism which 

the Nazis employed aa a major weapon in 

I 

the wa7 for the rehabilitation of the s -~ Jews in Europe and makes 
~.. £ 

imperative there emigration to other lande. chiefly Palestine." 

This is not a Zionist speaking or a Jew, this is the head of a Depart

ment of the American Government that had the most direclt end the most accurate 

sources of information about all that ie transpiring in Europe. 

"It is clearly impossible tor the Jews to remain in Europe, he said, 

anti~Semitlsm is too strong. Defeat and demoralization have intensified it. The 

Jews know well that laws and enactments will not correct 1 t; they 1111st move." 

This is the second item. 

The third item: NThe Boa.rd of Deputies of Britiah. Jewe mm ~ a meeting 

last night in Lon4on di1cuaaed the growth of anti-Semitism in England and 

aeaauree to combat it.• 

(4) "A 11a.1s meeting of 600 Jew1 tod.aT pro treated the anti-Semi tic 

Jilota which b rolce out here Sundq during a soccer m teh between the Hakoach 

and the Police A• ■oc1ation tea in Vtenna/11 



•They leu.gh.ed them to scorn, and despised them. 1What can thege feeble Jews doT' 

(I a quoting now the text of the Bible) and Sanballot, 'Will the7 reYive the etonea 

out of the heap of ru.bb1&h.T 1 And Tobiae the Alllnonite, (who had no bu.ainess there 

in the first place, t!11J.7 more than Iben Saud hae business there now) expr seed 

the thought that even that which they will build, thewe Jews, these feeble Jewe, 

if a fox go up, he will breek doWl'l the stone will. 1 

But Nehemiah went on with the building, and to the leaderg of the Ara~ 

League of his dq he said, "Leehe■ ain cheleku. 1td.okah ve zichoron be Yerushalaim", 

;you have neither a portion nor■ an7 right, nor 8D7 memorie• in this land. You 

don't belong here! 

And when thege enemies eaw the.t the retluilding went forward 8ll7how, 

and the breaches begSll to be atoppe4, they conapired to come and fight. Iquote 

the text, 11The7 conspired to come end fight ~ainst JeNsalem, and 181' the wella. 

'fhen Nehemiah organized his hqsnnah - this •• and it crune to pass 

fro• that time forward that half of rq young me , 

J 

half of them held the spears, the shielde, and th ~ ~~ d the coats of mail; 
.::,;,"" \ 

~ 
eveey one with one hand carried on with his rk end with the other held hi• weapon.• 

That is the wq Jerusale• wae rebuilt after the first Exile; that ie the 

w,q Jeru.aalea will be rebuilt a1'ter the second Exile! 

I em not through w1 th Nehemiah's Dia1"7. It wae only after the work 

was finally finished and a strong well w.as built, that Sanballot and hi• friend• 

decided to invite Nehemiah to a round table, and four or five times, sqe the 

Bible, thq invited h_m, and even offered him assistance. The7 were ready to 

negotiate, thq were readT to negotiate - after the wall wa1 bu.11 t. .And I sug-

ge et, good friends, that hi atorJ will repeat it eelf in connection with our Second 

Begtoration, provided we remain tru• to the spirit of the lion-hearted Behemleh 

and when we hear the challenge which was hi• challenge to the people of hi• dsy. 

1 Lechu ve n1fneh1 "Coae and let us bulld1 , we reepond a11 the J ewe of bl 1 4q 

responded, 11'altum, ve nifneh". •Let ua get up and bu1ldt 1 



• . . 
'lbe e•sent1al hope of our people which expreeeecl itself no\ only 1n 

political Zionism but in the continuing messianic ho~• of our people through two 

thouaand yeare 1• national re•toration. the nation atatua ot a tree people among 

the free peoples of the earth, and that hope cannot be surrendered, no generation 

of Jewa can or. will surrender it, and noboq in Iarael and no leader 1n Israel 

i• authorised or can be authorised to surrender it. 

A eubatitute aolution J.JJa¥ be forced upon u•. Throughout our hiato17 

substitute solutions were forced upon us, but we will retiat wherever resistance 

1a warranted, and to the dep-ee that it 1a warranted we will resiat. t'fe ms., be 

betrqed., we will not be eonqueredl 
\.. 

~bod.f who bas any- doubt about 1 t simply does not understand the genus 

of the Jewi eh people. Here believe me, I do not speak sermonics or 1n ~ 

ho■elitical sense, I speak realieticall.7. AD,ybodJ" who bae any- doubt about the 

matter how the Jew1ab people wlll react to be .-~, o::.i~= 
I . , 

iea of the hour, I woul.4 

recommend to them, friends and foea alike, to r 

page. found 1n the :Bible, and. connected wit et _ etoration of our people, 
.-(),, 

after the :Babylonian Exile. It is aa :!rnh I aeaure 7011 and aa rnealing toda, 

•• it. was 2000 years ago 9 when Nehemiah wrote it down in hi• 41.ar,-. 

The wall a of Jarueal• bad to be rebu.11 t - please note - the exil•• 

who ba4 returned li<Jed precarioual.7 1n the midat of other peoples, 1n Jud•, 

and these other peoples who lived 1n Judea were determined to keep the Jewe few, 

and to keep them weak, and the national right• and power of the Jewieh people had 

to be re-eatabliahed and re-affiremed, and the symbol of that was the rebulldi.Dg 

of the •lls of J eruealem, which bad been razed when the people were exiled, and 

at once all the other people• who lived 1n Palestine and around Palestine formed 

what we would call today, an& Al'•b League; 1 Sanballot, the Sa•ritan, Tobias the 

.Ammonite, Gesbam, the .Arabian, were grieTed - I am using the ten now - when they 

heard that there was come a man, Nehemiah to seek the welfare of the Children ot 

Israel.• It grieved them, and at first when the Jn• begtU:1 to build, I quo'•• 

•lfotez The pbraee waa firet uttered 1n IAtin by the speaker. 
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demand a new deal in our State Depa.rtmen t and while we J ewe are lavish with our 

criticism of the Colonial Office, and justly so, let us bear in mind that our State 

Department has been as little cooperative with us as the Colonial Office in 

London and for lees valid reasons, because our countr,r doe, not have t!.lose in-

volved and complicated imperial interest I in the Middle ~a•t that Great Ik-i tain 

hae. The Jews of the United States, if they want to build and are earneet about 

this building, and underatand that there 1• no s:, out for our people, and that 

this is the time.the critical time, the hour of decieion, the Jews of the United 

States must turn to their mm chief executive, to the President of the United States, 

to President TrumBI1, and demand of him to fulfill hie own party's pledge. 

We have moral power, because our Cause 18 a great mual Cause, and we 

have political power, if we would once learn how to use it, and not frt t er it 

away, and it 1• not un~aerican to use that political power which you possess in 

urging upon your Government to fulflll pledges aaawL• count17 and to give 

expression to the will ot the .Allerican people • ed in reeolutione passed 

overwhelmingly b7 the Congre ted St 

In m:, judgment it 1 e the very height of .Allericaniam for the J ewe of 

Aaerica to band together aa a aolid force and go to their dul.7 elected represent.. 

tives and to the Executive Branoh of our government and say i America had a hand in the 

framing of t..l\e Balfour Declaration; America hae a convention which granted it right• 

end b7 which it asswaed obligation to ard Pale•tine. The American eople has over the 

7eare voiced an attitude of deepest qape.th7 toward the Zionist Movement; we demand 

in the name of the democratic government which should repreeent the apiri t of the 

people, we demand that in thie hour of deciaion the weight of our Government be 

put aquarel7 behind the Zionist Prograa of Todq. 

)(y friend•, it la the eseence of democratic technique and procedure 

to reward 7our friends and to puniah your fo••i to repudiate people• and adminietr.. 

tions which fail to 11Te up to their own part7 colllli t■enta, and to their own 

pledc••• I hae been aceu1ed - thle 111 nr last word becauee I apeak with wch 
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etrong conviction about this thing I have been accu.sed of being politicall.7 par

ti!an, of faToring one political party- ae agai:ast another. I want the Zionist• 

of America to know - aa far as all the others are concerned, that bothere me Tery 

11 ttle - I want the Zionist• of America to know that I belong to no Party~ that 

I serve the intereste of no poli t1cal party. I try to fulfill .,- duties as an 

American citizen to the be11t of iv abilit)r. I believe I have tried to live the 

life of a helpflll, cooperative AJaerican citizen. Bqon.d that I haTe no parties; 

t have no allegiances, I have no interests other tm.n the salTation of rq people 

and I will go to any part7 or to s:ny public official or to 8:tJ3 govemment and I will 

knock on 81'7 door in the world, cr:,ing: help 1117 people,.,- people need 1our helpl 

I want to be true to the epiri t of Nehemiah. to the spirl t of Herzl. 

Tbe7 hse shown the wq 'for all of ua. They and gie.nte like them who haTe giTen 

illlpact of their v1ei6n and their proph•~ t at w , c ildren of this generation 
Ji ,,;>} 

tried as we have been, yet p croas __yyt de8tiny, that we pledge 

ouraelTea to car17 on until their dream and our dream and the dream of immortal 

l srael 1 a finally fulfilledi until I arael i • re-established as a tree and happy 

people in ita own land. 

God grant that the conSUJ11Dation thereof be not long delqed. I thank 
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At Destiny's Crossroads 
By DR. ABBA HILLEL SIL VER 

President, Zionist Organization of America 

THIS IMPRE.:,::sIVE tribute which has b en pres nted to 
me in the form of a land tract in Palestine, which is 

to be redeemed by the Jewish National Fund and to bear 
the name "Nachlath Silver," has touched me gr atly, I 
am grateful to the Order Bnai Zion, a great organization 
which has served our movement so eminently for so long 
a time, for making available the resources to redeem 
this land tract and I am proud to receive this recognition 
at its hands. 

The Rabbis ·ay ''Kol ha'mehalech arba amot be Eretz 

Israel muvtach lo she'hu ben olam ha'ba," a man who 
walks the distance of four ells in the Land of Israel is 
assured of immortality. How much more so is it true of 
a man who is privileged to have his name attached to a 
nachlah, an area of land redeemed as the property of our 
people, in Eretz Israel? He who has a stake in the soil of 
Jewish Palestine has a stake in his people's future, in his 
people's survival. 

My conviction that the future of the Jewish people 
is inexorably linked with the upbuilding of Palestine 
bec'ame deeper during my visit to Eretz Israel several 
months ago. Like Jericho of old, the country was sur
rounded by a forbidding wall, almost straightly shut up 
to keep the Jews out. Worships of His Britanic Maj ty 
Navy were cruising off the shores of Pale tin . Its land 
borders to the north, to the south, to the east, were 
equally patrolled and guarded by the British Army. 

An impenetrable wall surrounded Palestine. One could 
almost hear the pounding upon this wall by those who 
were trying to enter. The Galuth was liquidating. All 
that was left of Jewish life in Europe, all that had any 
hope for the future, was trying to break through thi 
impenetrable wall. They were trying to break through 
because they knew that there was the future. 

Beyond the wall a thousand years and more of Jewish 
history was winding up in an epilogue of blood, terror 
and ruin. In Palestine, in this little encircled land wa 
springtide and resurrection. Here all that wa old wa 
becoming new again. Upon the ancient desolation, upon 
waste and ruin men were building new and beautifully 
promising things, homes, schools, fruitful fields, orchards 
shops and factories; agriculture, commerce and industry. 
Here old lives were made new again, languished spirits 
revived, tired hearts invigorated. The weary bodies and 
battered spirits of the helpless of Europe found renewal 
here. Faith, ong and laughter were returning. o 
wonder that Theodor Herzl called this land of th 
most startling contrasts, "Alt-Neuland" - the New-Old 

Land. 
I, personally, wish to have a part in this future, in this 

most exciting and adventurous future. I appreciate, 

therefore, v ry much this gracious act which will make 
luminous all my future work, all my future years. And if 
when I am gone my name will be linked with a plot of 
ground in that land of my peopl 's future, where free 
men will plow and ow and reap and where little childr n 
will sing, und r the spacious blue kie of Eretz Israel, 
my spirit will bles you for having made it possible. 

Reference was made to my work in r cent years in 
behalf of our Cause. Men frequently ask me how it was 
that I could travel so much-and do travel so much- in 
behalf of our Movement. My answer is that travelling for 
our Cause at this time is part of building. I think of 
those who have travelled in recent years-some of them 
five, six, sev n years and more - along all the broken 
highways of Europe, from one concentration camp to 
another. I think of them who travel on their road of 
sorrow in the hope of reaching the shores of Palestine, 
and I want to be with them. I want to be within the 
rhy\hm of bei • passoned Pilgrimage. I claim a free
hold ·n th • s iny, and until they will have come 
El ~a!me ;1Lcha e'el Ha'nachla, until our people has 
reache d security, no one of us can be at ease, 
no O{\e of h®ld be at ease. This is the time of Vayehi 

Binsoa Hq'ar o,r, - when the Ark is traveUing to the 
Promised Land. . . . 

It is forty-two years this year since I helped organize 
the first Junior Zionist Society in the United States. It 
was in the year that Theodor Herzl died, in 1904; it 
was only a few months after the Kishinev Pogrom. Forty
five Jews were kilJed in that pogrom. The whole civilized 
world was shocked and aroused: forty-five Jews had 
been killed! Some fifteen years later, in the wake of the 
First World War, thirty thousand Jews were murdered 
in the Ukraine, and four hundred Jewish communities 
were pogromized. The civilized world was no longer 
quite as shocked. The war to make the "world safe for 
democracy" was won; a League of Nations to ensure 
world peace was established; the Jews in Eastern and 
Central Europe were granted equal rights, even special 
rights as a minority group, but they nevertheless Con

tinued to Kill Jews. Anti-Semitism grew and spread like 
a galloping cancer, in spite of International Guarantees, 
Constitutions and Conventions, Fascism and Nazism ap
peared. Th J w was blamed for communism, and a vast 
anti-S mitic propaganda spread all over the world. 

Some twenty years later during the Second World 
War SIX MILLION JEWS were put to death. But there 
really was no longer any civilized world sensitive enough 
to be SHOCKED OR AROUSED. We were now in an age 
of decaying sanctities. The world was so surfeited with 
its corpses and with the outrages of a generation of 
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planned and consummated evil, that its spirit was dulled 
and stupified. 

This disastrous line of decline in the fortune of our 
people,-from the forty-seven dead in Kishinev in 1903 
to the six million killed in 1942 and 1943-traces, for 
many of us, also the ascending Jine of our intensive con
centration on the Zionist solution. Our Zionism, the Zion
ism of the men of my generation, is the product of forty 
years of Jewish experience which we witnessed with our 
own eyes, and in which we participated. Of course from 
our background, from the redolent memories of Bible and 
Prayerbook, we derived a certain awareness a certain , 
apperception, but it was life itself which drove home the 
lesson; it was life itself-as was the case with the Prophet 
Ezekiel-which put forth its hand and gave us the SEFER 

HA'MEGILLAH, the Roll of the Book, upon which were 
written, "Kinim, V'hege, V'hi," Lamentation, Mourning 
and Woe, and we were commanded to eat what we found , 
to "eat the roll," the Sefer Ha'Megillah, and then go and 
speak to the House of Israel! ... 

There were many during those catastrophic years who 
refused to eat and to digest what they found. They turned 
away from these unpleasant and stark realities of life 

' from this frightful decline and all its clear implications, 
and sought escape in wishful thinking, in compensating 
daydreams. The Jewish problems, they maintained, 
would solve itself quite simply, with the triumph of 
democracy, or internationalism, or socialism, or com
munism. In the meantime, however, the Jewish problem 
in Europe almost solved itself through the extermination 
of the Jews of Europe. The forces of history, as far as 
the Jews at least were concerned, were seemingly not 
content to wait until the Jewish doctrinaire could prove 
his point. Last month refugee Jews were demonstrating 
through the streets of Vienna carrying banners demand
ing the right to go to Palestine immediately. On many 
of these banners were inscribed those immortal words of 
Bialik, "Im Yesh Zedek, Yofiya Miyad"-if there is to be 
justice, let it appear now! 

Had our people taken to heart what life was trying 
to teach us during those desperate years, and for that 
matter throughout the long weary years of our dispersion 
and our dependence, Palestine would today be a Jewish 
State. Millions now dead through Nazi mass slaughter 
would be alive today, and free in their own home. We, 
Zionists, are not fanatics about our Zionism. We are just 
realists about Jewish life. I have been denounced, and 
all my good friends have been denounced, as "political 
nationalists," as if this term is any way connotes some
thing fearful or evil. To be sure, we are political na
tionalists, insofar as we seek for our people that which 
every other historic people on the face of the earth pos
sesses; a national home, a national status. But, true to 
the great tradition of our people, we also know other 
frontiers beyond those of state and nation. It was, in fact, 
our people, when it was a nation in Palestine, which first 
descried these other frontiers, the frontiers of "Acharith 
Ha'yamin," of the great vision of the Messianic Age of 
Brotherhood of Peace and of Goodness. It was our 
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people which first directed man's glance toward those 
frontiers, but, unfortunately, we ourselves have not yet 
reached even our first frontier--our own settled, peaceful 
home as a people. We are still the hunted nomads of the 
world. Some archaeologists have said that the plow was 
first Invented in Palestine. The vision of "beating the 
sword into a plow" was also invented in Palestine, and 
by our people. Our people gave to mankind many great 
visions: Justice, Brotherhood, Peace, the concepts of the 
Dignity of Human Life, and of Rachlmanuth ( Compas
sion). But like Prometheus, who was tormented for 
having brought the gift of fire to mankind, we helped 
mankind, but could not help ourselves. 

The time has come now. urgently the time has come, 
for us to help ourselves! We need a Home. That is the cry 
that rises above all others from Belsen from Dachau, 
from Oswiecim, from the hearts of our fellow-Jews, 
whom men now call Displaced Persons. They are dis
placed persons only because we are a Displaced People! 
That is the root of their tragedy, and of the six million 
who perished, and of all the tragedies in the long cen
turies of our national homelessness. We are a Displaced 
People, and we need a home. That is the motor power 
which drives those pursued and hunted ships of our 
extra-legal, and more than legal, immigrants who are 
seeking the shores of Palestine with a desperate longini 
unknown • all t e annuals of nation-building. 

I am ~oud tha three of these ships reached the shores 
of P • • eek. For shame, that the ships of the 

vy on earth should be employed to intercept 
tch are carrying to sanctuary the saddest and 

one ih t d,evised to circumvent the clear intent and 
purpose of 'the Mandate-is now at work to determine 
what has already been determined, to ascertain what has 
already been ascertained and to recommend-what? Cer
tainly not the fulfillment, in letter and spirit, of the Bal
four Declaration and of the Mandate! If that were the 
objective of the Governments which created the Com
mittee, they need never have created that committee. 
The Governments would have acted-speedily and forth
rightly-as they had pledged themselves to, time and 
again; the Labor Government of Great Britain, through 
numerous resolutions of the Labor Party, and our Ad
ministration through its Party Platform! What need was 
there for a Committee of Inquiry? Unless its purpose was 
delay, and the recommendation of a formula which will 
give the Jewish people FAR, FAR LESS than was inter
nationally guaranteed to them after the last war 

Bevin stated what this formula should be. It was not 
to contain the establishment of a Jewish State. In a cer
tain sense, President Truman, too, indicated what this 
formula is to be. I do not know what the Committee's re
port will be, but of one thing I am certain: the Jewish 
people, inside and outside of Palestine, will not agree, be
cause it cannot agree, to any proposal which will rob 
them of their historic right, and of their historic hope, to 
rebuild themselves as a nation in the national home of 
Israel. Of one thing I am certain; They will not agree, be
cause they cannot agree, to any proposal which will re-
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strict, on political grounds Jewish immigration into Pal
estine or deny the right of Sanctuary to any homeless 
Jews. 

Our people's essential hope which expressed itself not 
only in Political Zionism but in the continuing Messianic 
Hope through two thousand years is N ationat Restoration: 
the national status of a free people among the free peo
ples of the earth. That hope cannot be surrendered. No 
generation of Jews can or will surrender it. Nobody in 
Israel is authorized or can be authorized to surrender it. A 
substitute solution may be forced upon us; substitute solu
tions were forced upon us throughout our history. But we 
will resist wherever resistance is warranted, and to the 
degree that it is warranted. "We may be betrayed; we wi11 
not be conquered!" 

Anybody who has any doubt about it simply does not 
understand the genius of the Jewish people. To anyone, 
friend and foe alike. who has any doubt about how the 
Jewish people wi11 react to the emergencies of the hour, 
I would recommend reading a page of our history-one 
page in the Bible which describes the First Restoration 
after the Babylonian Exile. It is as fresh and as revealing 
today as it was 2500 years ago, when Nehemiah wrote it 
down in his Diary. 

The walls of Jerusalem had to be rebuilt. The exiles 
who had returned lived precariously in the midst of other 
peoples in Judea. These other peoples were determined 
to keep the Jews few and weak. The national rights and 
power of the Jewish people had to be re-established and 
re-affirmed. The symbol of that was the rebuilding of the 
walJs of Jerusalem which had been razed. At once, all 
the other peoples who lived in and around Palestine 
formed what we would call today, an Arab League: 
"Sanballat the Samaritan, Tobias the Ammonite, Geshem 
the Arabian," were grieved-I am quoting the text now 
- when "they heard that thtre was come a man, Ne
hemiah, to seek the welfare of the Children of Israel." 
It grieved them. When the Jews began to build they 
laughed them to scorn, and despised them. "What can 
these feeble Jews do?", said Sanballat, "Will they revive 
the stones out of the heap of rubbish?" And Tobias the 
Ammonite, ( who had no business there in the first place, 
any more than Ibn Saud has business there now) ex
pressed the thought that even that which they, these 
feeble Jews, will build . "If a fox go up, he will break 
down the stone wall. " But Nehemiah went on with the 
building and to the leaders of the Arab League of his 
day he said, "Lachem ain chelek u'zdakah v'zichoron be 
Yerushalaim,"-you have neither a portion nor any right, 
nor any memorie in this land. You do not belong here! 

When these enemies saw that the rebuilding went 
forward anyhow. and the breaches began to be stopped, 
"they conspired to come and fight against Jerusalem, and 
lay it waste." Then Nehemiah organized his Hagan
nah . "And it came to pass from that time forward that 
half of my young men carried on with the work, and 
half of them held the spears, the shields, and the bows 
and the coats of mail: every one with one hand carried 
on with his work and with the other he]d his weapon." 
That is the way Jeru a]em was rebuilt after the first 
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Exile. That is the way JerusaJem will be rebuilt after the 
second Exile! 

It was only after the work was finally finished and a 
strong wall was built, that Sanballat and his friends de
cided to invite Nehemiah to a Roundtable .... Four or 
five times, declares the Bible, they invited him, and even 
offered him assistance. They were ready to negotiate 
after the Wall was built. History will repeat itself in 
connection with our Second Restoration, provided we re
main true to the spirit of the lion-hearted Nehemiah, and 
when we hear the challenge which was his challenge to 
the people of his day, "Lechu Ve Nivneh." Come and let 
us build, we shall respond as the Jews of his day re
sponded · " Nakum Ve Nivneh." Let us get up and build! 

There is a stern inevitability about this thing we are 
engaged in. This week-a year after the great triumph 
of the United Nations over Nazism and Fascism-I read 
in the papers the following items: 

( l) '•Plans for combatting anti-Semitism in Hungary 
formed the major topic of discussions at a conf
erence of the Jewish National Committee, which 
concluded today at Szeget. Speakers pointed out 
that pro-Nazi elements in the country are con
tinuing to incite sections of the Hungarian popula
tion against Jews and to spread anti-Semitic 
propaganda. 

(2) ' General Donovan warned that the legacy of anti
s mi i ·m eft by the Nazis may destroy the Jews 
".......,_,_,.~~~- The poison of Anti-Semitism, which 

zi e~ployed as a major weapon in the war 
a ~ t democracy, now bars the way to the re-

a,.bilitat1on of the surviving Jews in Europe and 
mak'es imperative this emigration to other lands, 
chiefly Palestine." 

This is not a Zionist or a J ew speaking. This is the 
head of a Department of the American Government 
which has the most accurate sources of information about 
all that is transpiring in Europe. 

"It is clearly impossible for the Jews to remain 
in Europe," he said, "anti-Semitism i too strong. 
Defeat and demoralization have intensified it. The 
Jews know well that laws and enactments will not 
correct it; they must move." 

(3) "The Board of Deputies of British J ws at a meeting 
last night in London discu sed the growth of anti
Semitism in England and measures to combat it." 

(4) "A mass meeting of 600 Jews today protested 
against anti-Semitic riots which broke out here 
Sunday during a soccer match between the Hako
ach and the Police Association team in Vienna.'' 

I need not refer to the fact which has already been 
m ntioned, that Jews were shot and beaten by German 
police in the U. S. Zone of Occupation in Germany. The 
same Nazis only this time using American weapons and 
under American supervision. . . 

Here is the Scroll-the Sefer Hamegillah-we must 
Eat It . Th re is no way out of it. The triumph of freedom 
in the Second World War has no more liquidated anti
s mitism and made the position of the Jew secure than 
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the triumph of democracy in the First World War or the 
triumph of enlightenment and emancipation in the 19th 
Century. The League of Nations did little for us, nor wm 
the UNO do more, unless the Jewish people i granted 
national status and permitted to take its rightful plac 
among the United Nations. UNO is composed of represen
tatives of Nations; we are on the outside. Although the 
Palestine Mandate speaks of a Jewish National Home, th 
Jewish National Home of Palestine has not yet been givC'n 
national status, and is not represented in the U. .. 0. W 
are still feeding on the crums from off alien tables. 

I ask: is it really in the highest interests of Great 
Britain and of the United States, to keep us out? to deny 
this ancient people that has served mankind not un
worthily through these centuries, a people that has suf
fered so much, the opportunity which is not denied even 
to the smallest and the most recent of peoples on earth? 
to deny it the right of national status and a National 
Home? 

Because there is no other way out for us, we mu ·t 
press forward with unrelenting determination. We, Jews 
of the United States must demand of our own Govern
ment that it reflect the true sentiment of the American 
people as it was twice expressed by the Congress of the 
United States; and innumerable times by States Legis
latures and Governors of States. We must demand of our 
Administration that it reflect that pro-Palestine, pro
Zionist sentiment of the American people and to tran late 
it into action. We demand a new deal in our State Depart
ment. While we are lavish with our criticism of the Brtish 
Colonial Office, and justly so, let us bear in mind that our 
State Department has been as little cooperative with us 
as the Colonial Office in London and for less valid reasons 
because our country does not have those complicated 
imperial interests in the Middle East that Great Britain 
has. The Jews of the United States, if they want to 
build and are earnest about this building, and under
stand that there is no other way out for our people, and 
that this is the hour of decision, must turn to their Chi f 
Executive, to the President of the United States, to 
Pre ident Truman, and demand of him to fulfill his own 
Party's pledge. 

We have moral power. Our Cause is a great moral 
Cau e. We hav political power, if we would once learn 
how to u e it. and not fritter it away. It is not un-Ameri
can to use the political power which one po . esse in 
urging upon his Government to fulfill pl dg s made b 
our country and to give expression to the will of the 
American people as represented in Resolutions passed 
overwhelmingly by the Congress of the United State . 

In my judgment, it is real Americanism for the Jews 
of America to band together as a strong force and go to 
their duly elected representatives and to the Executive 
Branch of our government and say: America had a hand 
in the framing of the Balfour Declaration; America has a 
Convention with England which granted it rights and by 
which it assumed obligations toward Palestine. The 
American people has, over the years, voiced as attitude 
of deepest sympathy toward the Zionist Movement. We 
demand of the Government which should r present the 
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spirit of the people, that in this hour of decision the 
weight of our Government should be put squarely behind 
the Zionist program. 

It is the essence of democratic technique and procedure 
to reward your friends and to punish your foes; to re
pudiate people and administrations which fail to live up 
to their own party commitments, and to their own 
pledges. Because I speak with such strong conviction 
about the matter I have been accused of being a political 
partisan; of favoring one political party as against an
other. I want the Zionists of America to know that I 
belong to no Party; that I serve the interests of no 
political party. I try to fulfill my duties as an American 
citizen to the best of my ability. I believe I ha e tried 
to live the life of a loyal cooperative American citizen. 
Beyond that I have no other interests than the salvation 
of my people and I will go to any party or to any public 
official or to any government and I will knock on any 
door in the world, crying: help my people; my people 
needs your help! 

I want to be true to the spirit of Nehemiah, to the 
spirit of Herzl. They have shown the way for all of u . 
They, and giants like them, gave our people the secret of 
urvival and immortality. It is in their spirit, and under 

the impact of their vision, that we, the children of this 
generation, placed at the crossroads of destiny, pledge 
ou elve o car y on until their dream. which is the 
dr a of I t , is finally fulfilled-until Israel is re-
est b i ed a f ee and happy people in its own land. 

Al ZION EXECUTIVE BOARD 
ADMITS THREE NEW CAMPS 

Two n w Camp , compos d exclusively of war veteran . 
were granted chart r at a meeting of the Executive 
Board of Bnai Zion held at the Hotel Governor Clinton 
on April 25th. One of the V terans Camps took the name 
of Hatikvah Camp No. 88. Appearing for it were Phillip 
Redelheim and Saul Small. The second Veterans Camp 
ha b n as ign d o. 18. but has as y t taken no name. 
Appearing for it b fore the Executive Board were the 
following v t ran : Alfr d Burger, Jack Cohen and Jack 
Beckerman. 

A. A. Redelheim, Sgan Rishon of Bnai Zion, in sponsor
ing the applications said that thousands of the Jewish 
war veterans were returning to civilian life, definitely 
strengthen d in their Jewish consciousness and evincing 
a marked response to Zionism as a result of what they 
had seen in Europe. They had shed all illusions, said Mr. 
Redelheim and con titute a reservoir from which Zionism 
could draw militant supporters of the Jewish homeland. 

In addition to the two new Veterans Camps, "young 
blood" was also added to the organization by the admis-
ion of a youth group, composed of boys and girls, called 

the Star of David Camp No. 130. Miss Naomi Bender, who 
has played a leading part in the organization of the Youth 
Camp appeared before the Board to present the petition. 
This new youth gro which shows the promise of great 
activity bids fair to be the first of a number of similar 
groups to be added in the near future. 
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In Its Struggle for Survival, Through The 

Upbuilding Of Eretz Israel, The Jewish 

People Must Realize That Today It Stands 

At Destiny's 
RI IS 

el, Z'-i, /Illa ~tttet SitlJe-i 
President, Zionist Oraanization of America 

TH I • im_pr<'ssi, <' trihule \\ hich has br~'n pre •~l d 

lo IIH' rn Lhe form of a la11d tract Ill Pale tine. 

\\ hich i~ lo he n'deemed I)\ the Je\\ i. h ational Fund 

and is lo hear th., name ··~a<'hlalh .~ iher." ha touche<I 

me gr<'all}. I am o-rateful lo th 0rdn Bnai Zion, a 

o-rc•aL organization \\hich ha, sened our movem nl ~o 

<'ntinenll) for ~o l no- a Lim . for making a,ailabl the 

re:,,ourc lo rrde •rn thi land tract ancl l am proud to 

rccei, e thL re <wnition al it hands. 

Th Rahhi. . a}. 'Kol !ta'm ,/wlech arba amot be Erel:. 

I srat'I nw la ch lo she' lw be11 olam ha' ha.'' a man "ho 

"all-.. tlw clii-1la11n· of four ell~ i11 tlw LatHl of hrat>I ii-1 

asi-lurt>d of i111111ortalil}. Hm, 111ud1 lllOrt' ~o i ' it trut> of 

a 111a11 \\ ho ii-1 pri, ileo-t>d lo hm e hi: 11am allat·hed Lu a 

• E t·rpl from an addr • deli ered al lh " a ·hlath ilver" 
Banquf'l of Bnai Zion far h 31, H I l .ommo<lor , f' York. 

11a ·Mah .. a11 ar<>a of land rt'deenwd a~ tlw propt'rl~ of 

our people. in Erelz l!-rael? ll<' \\ho ha:- a 1'tak in th, 

. oil of Jr\, ish Pale:-li11<• has a !-lake in hi .' pt'oplr 's futur~. 

in hi, peopl<'\ sun i, al. 
~l) comidion that tlw futurt' of tht' JP\\i~h p 'opl· i 

ine orahl) linkecl \\ ith tlw uphuildin° of Pal1•:-line lw

camt> deep<'r during 111 _ , isil to En•tz l!->ra I s<'Hral 

months ao-o. Like Jericho of old. thr 1·om1tr) ,, as i-lllr

rouncl •d h) a forhiddirw ,, all. almost lraightl hut up 

lo kt't>p the Jt,\\ . out.~ arships of Hi~ Brittanie \ilaj ·:t} \ .. 

R\) \\ N' nu i:-i IW ofT tlw :-horei-1 of Pal1·~ti1w. f ts laml 

hordt•r,' to tbe north.. to the ~outh. lo tlw n1. l. "<· rt• 

<'quail patrolled and "Uarded h) the Briti. h rm • 

n impen<•trahl \\all :-urround ·d Pale ·ti11 •. 011e ('oul l 

almo l h ar th poundin .. upon thi \,all h th who 

w r tr ing to nt r, Th<> Galuth wa 1iquidatin • 1l that 



was l ft of Jewi h )if in Europ , all that had an hope 

for th fuutr , wa tr ·in to break throuoh thi im

p netrabl wall. Th " r tr ·in to hr ak through be-

cau th • kn w that there wa th future. 

B yond th ,, all. a thou, and ) ar and mor of J \\ j h 
hi t r \\a ,,indino- up in an pil o-u f bl od, t rror 

and ruin. In Pale. tine jn thi littl n fr l d land wa 

tj n. H r all that , a Id wa 

b ominO' n ,, a 0 ain. pon th an i nt d olation upon 

,, a t and ruin, m n ,, r building n w and beautifull • 

promi ing thirw hom . ·110 I , fruitful fi Id , or hard , 

, hop and fa tori : ao-ri ultur , mm r e and indu try. 

H re old Ii\' \\ r mad n w again langui h d pirit 

r iv d, tired hearL invig rat d. Th w ar b di and 

1 alter d piril of th helpl of Eur p found r n wal 

here. Faith. ong and lau<rhter ,, r returninlY. o " nd r 

that Theodor Herzl all d thi land f th mo t tartling 

contra. l.. "Alt- eula,ul" the 1er -Old Land. 

I, p r onall \\ i h Lo hav a part in thi future. in 

thi mo. L e ·citi11° and ach enturou future. I a ppr ial , 

th r Ic r . , r mu h th i • graciou act ,, hich \\ ill mak 

lumin u. all rn f ulur ,, ork, all m) futur ar . nd 

if "hen I am o-on Ill) 11am "ill b linked ,, ith a plot 

of r,round in that land of m people· f utur "h r Ir 
m n \\ ill plo,, and . O\\ and r ap, and "h r littl childr n 

,, ill , in Y. under th(' . paciou hlu i of Er lz I ·a l. 

Ill} , pirit "ill hies. ) ou for hm ino- mad it Io ihle. 

R f rence \\a, made to m \\ork in re ·ent ar 111 

h half of our au. e. len frequ ntly a~k rue h<rn jt \\ a: 

that I could tra, I o much - and 1 tra d so mu<'h 

in hehalf of our MO\ern nt. M_ au\\ r i 1hat lraY llincr 

f r our aus al thi time j part of ) uildinlY. I think of 

tho \\ h have trav 11 d in re nt ear. ~om of th 111 

car and more alon° all th brok 11 

hio-h" a . of Europ . fr m one c·oncentration <'amp lo 

anolh r. I think of th rn "ho tra, 1 on thPir road of 

. orro\\ in th hope of reaehino the . hore:- of Pale. tine. 

and I ,,a11t t he \\ilh th m. T \\ant lo lw \\ ithin the 

rh thm of their impa . ioned Pil«rima«e. I daim a frec

h Id in th ir de. tin). and until th ) \\ ill h8\ e c·omc El 

Ha'rnenucha 1 e'el lla'nachla. until our people ha. 

r a h d p ac and uril nc, on f tk an he al a: . 

no on of u J1 uld be al as . Thi L the tim f ayehi 

Bin oa Ha'aron ,,hen the rk 1. traH'lling to the 

Promi d Land. 

It i f rt -l\, ) ar thi )ear . inc l hel1 d oraan1Z<' 

th fir l Junior Zioni L . o i t) in th United late~. lt 
,-.a in th • ar that Th odore Herzl di d, in 19 4; it 

wa onl a f " month aft r th Ki , hin , PoO'rom. Fort -

.fi. J " ,, r kill d in that p O'rom. Th "hol iviliz d 

, orld , a ho k d and arou d: fort) -fiv J ,,. had b n 

kill d! om fift n ar lat r. in th \\ak f the Fir t 

W rld War thirt th u and J w w r murd r d in th 

krain and four hundr d J .\ i h ommuniti w re 
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pogromiz d. The iviliz d \\Orld wa n long r quilt a 

ho ked. Th war l mak th '" rid af for d moc

racy· wa \\ n; a L a(Yue f T ation , to n ur "orld 

peace wa tablish d; th J w in Ea tern and entral 

Eur p \\ ere grant d qual right , v n p ial ri 0 ht as 

a minoritv group. but th n " rth I . , continued to 

kill Jew . 11ti-Semiti 111 gr " and ~prcad lik a gal

lopino- an r. in , pile of Int rnational Cuarant ~. n-

titution. and on, ntion . . Fa i~rn and ~azi m app ared. 

Th J ,, "a blam d f r mm uni. m and a a l anti-

'emiti propao-anda pr ad all ov r th \\ orld. 

0111 t,,ent~ )ear_ later durincr the ond ~ orld 

War, ix millio11 /eu• \\ r put to death. But ther<> 

r all "a no lo1wer an ' i iliz cl \\ oriel . 11 iti,-c enouO'h 

o be hocked or arou ed. W \\ r no,, in an ag<' of 

deca ing anctit ie~. Th ,, orld "a .. o . urfrit d \\ ith it. 

·orp s and \\ ith th outrao-e, of a <Yerieration of planned 

and c·orkummated evil. that it :pirit \\ a.' dull cl and 

tup fi d. 

A Disastrous Decline 

Thi di a trou. d line m th fortun of our peopl 

f I om th fort)- , n dead in Ki hinc· in 19 3 to th 1x 

million killed in 19 2 and 1943 trac , . for man) f u. , 

al o th n • in f our in • oncentration on 

the Zi ol . Our Zioni m, th Zioni m f th<' m n 

o i th pr duct f f rt ar f Je\\ i h 

t' I we \\itn ~ d \-.ith our 0\\11 c , and in 

" r ated. Of our , from our hackr,round , 

\ron >l nl m morie. of Bihl and Pra rhook. ,, <' 

de 1\< ·ert.ain a,,ar n .. , a certain apperc-eption, hut it 

\\a lif · it elf \\hi·h clro,e home the le, on; it \\a. ]if 

its If ,, hich a '"a th a. e \\ ith th Prophet Ez ki 1-

" hich put forth it hand and µa, u. the , ef r Ha'Megil

lah, the Roll of the R ok. upon \\ hiC'h w re "rilten. 

Kimm, V'hege V'hi,' Lamentation, vlourning and Woe 

and " \\ere mmanded to eat ,,hat \\e found, to "eat 

the roll,' the . ef r Ha'Me~illah. and then go and :peak 

lo th Hou. e of T. rael. 

There' ,,ere man , durino- tho. c cata, trophic ar. "ho 

refu . ed to eat and to dig ~L what th found. Th , turn d 

awa) from these unplea ant and . lark r aliti f life, 

from thi . friuhtful d lin and it clear implication., and 

souo-ht cap in "i. lHul thinking, in ompen ating da -

dreamu Th Je,\ i. h problem. th maintain d \\ ould 

, olve it If quite . . impl ', ,-.jth the triumph of d mocra 

or inlemationalism. or . ociali. m, or ·ommuni m. ln th 

m antim . howc, r. th Jc\, i h prob! m in Europ almo. l 

ol <l it.elf through the termination of th J w f 

l•,urop . The for ·e of histor •. a far as th J \\ al 1 a t 

" re ron em cl, \\ r e mingl not onl nt t ,-.ail until 

the J "ish do ·trinair uld pr hi p int. La l month 

r fug e J w w r d mon tratin throu h the tr et of 



OPEN THIS GATE/ Air view of Haifa, Palestine' 

ing in D!' camps and at former scenes of slaughter, cr-ve 

Vienna carrying banners demanding the right to 'go fo 

Palestine immediately. On many of these haI1JJer were in

scribed those immortal words of Bialik, "Im Yesh $edek, 

YofiyaMiyad"-if there is to he justice, let it appear now! 

Millions Would Be Alive 

Had our people taken to heart what life was trying to 

teach us during those desperate years, and for that matter 

throughout the long weary years of our dispersion and 

our dependence, Palestine would today he a Jewish State. 

Millions now dead through azi mass slaughter would 

be alive today, and free in their own home. We, Zionists, 

are not fanatics about Zionism. We are just realists about 

Jewish life. I have been denounced, and all my good 

friends have been denounced, as "political nationalists," 

as if this term in any way connotes something fearful or 

evil. To be sure, we are political nationalists, in so far as 

we seek for our people that which every other historic 

people on the face of the earth possesses: a national home, 

a national status. But, true to the great tradition of our 

people, we also know other frontiers beyond those of state 

and nation. It was, in fact, our people, when it was a 

nation in Palestine, which first described these other 

frontiers, the frontiers of "Acharith Ha'yamim," of the 

great vision of the Messianic Age, of Brotherhood, of 

ands of Jewish survivors, still languish

relentless determination. 

eac an O;! , ness. It was our people who first 

directe ,Y,1.an's ~at'ice toward these frontiers but, unfor

t nately, >o ?s:ives have not yet reached even our first 

f on tier-our own settled peaceful home as a people. We 

are still the hunted nomads of the world. Some archaeol

ogists have said of the plow that it was first invented 

in Palestine; the vision of "beating the sword into a 

plow"' was also invented in Palestine, and by our people. 

Our people gave to mankind many great visions: Justice, 

Brotherhood, Peace, the concepts of the Dignity of 

Human Life, and of Rachmanuth (Compassion). But 

like Prometheus, who was tormented for having brought 

the gift of fire to mankind, we helped mankind, but could 

not help ourselves. 

The time has come now, urgently the time has come, 

for us to help ourselves. We need a Home. That is the 

cry that rises above all others that I can hear from Belsen, 

from Dachau, from Oswiecim, from the hearts of our 

fellow-Jews whom men now call Displaced Persons. 

They are Displaced Persons only because we are a Dis

placed People. That is the root of their tragedy, and of 

the six million who perished, and of all the tragedies in 

the long centuries of our national homelessness. We are a 

Displaced People and we need a home. That is the motor 

power which drives those pursued and hunted ships of 
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our extra-legal, and m re than 1 gal, immigrant \ ho ar 
. eking the hor of Pal tin with a de perate lonain 
unknown in all the annal of nalion-huilding. 

I am proud that thr c of the hip reached the hore • 
of Pale tine thi we k. F r ham , that the hip of the 

proude t avy on arth hould be employ d to inter
cept the hip , hi h are carr}ing to anctuary the 

·adde L and the mo t d er ing home- eker on earth. 
Rather hould the hip of Greal Britain b carryina the 
J w TO Pale tin . For Great Britain, in the ight of th 
"hole world, undertook lo facilitate Jewi h immiaratio11 
into Pale tine! And for that matter, the hip of th 
United tat might ,, ell b carr 'ing th refugee lo 
Pale tine- the hip of the nited tate , hich carri d 
250,000 azi pri on r to th hore for temporary 
dwelling might ju t a w 1l have carried a quarter of a 
million Jew who were doomed lo th ga chamb r of 

the az1 . 

Hope Cannot Be Surrendered 

A quarter of a ntur ago Gr at Britain, the United 
late , and fi{t oth r nation of the world, r ogniz d 

thi ne d of the Je,,i h p ople for a home; hence th 
Balfour D laration; hence the Pal tin Mandate. W 
, aited for that r ognition for 1900 ears. We et out 
building our home und r r difficult ondition and in 
ery diffi ult time . For al that tim , in 1920-21 Europ an 

J wr had h en ra ag d and impo eri hed b earr of 

war, and Ru ian J wr \\a ompletel i olated. But th 
ideali m and th go d, ill a we11 a the political moti a
tion l hich were r p n ibl f r the Balf ur D laralion 
did not arr far b ond the 1 f th "l\ at. Th n 
ob tad ne m re formidabl than th oth r were t 

up in our \\a . Th Mandat r Go rnm nt m d to b 
determin d to d lay, lo on trict and, .finall , compl tel 
lo fru trat th building of the J "i h ational Hom . 

Wh n the m t t rribl mom nt in our hi tor arriv d 

and Pale tin might ha r d a a pla of ap for 
the million d om d to \\ h 1 al laught r in th azi 
aa chamb r , th do r of Pal tine \\ r practicall r 

hut, and the ar till hut. A Committ f / nquir , 
the e ent nth of it kind- ea h one in turn de i d to 
cir um nl th cl ar int nt a!ld purpo e of th Mandate 
- i no\\ at , rk to d t rmin , hat ha alr ad b n 
1 termin d to a rtain , hat ha alread b en a er

lain d .... 

I do not know what th Commille report will b 
but of on thing I am c rtain: the J e,\ i h p ople in id 

and out id of Pale tine, will not agr e, b cau e it can

not agr e to an propo al which will rob th m of their 
hi to1·ic right, and of their hi toric hope to rebuild 

them el e a a nation in the national home of Israel. 
Of on thing I am certain: the will not agree, because 
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th cannot a0 re , lo an pr p al \\ hieh \\ ill r •~lt ict, 

011 politi ·al ground , Je,, i h i111micq·atio11 into Pal tint' 

or den the right of .'ancluar t all) homele Jr,,i-. 
Our people' · e . cntial hop<' "hi ·h rxpre!-~edf it If 110I 

onl in Politi al Zic,ni m but in th continuino- M tam ' 

Hop throuah l\\ th u and ) car 11alio11al re -

taration: th national tatu of a fr e p opl amon° 
the fr p ople of the earth. Thal hop ('annot b ur
rend r d. o er nerati n of J \\ an or "ill urrend r it. 

obod in I ra l i authoriz d or can b authorized lo 

ub titute olution ma he f r' d upon 
olution " r fore d up n u thr u hout 

our hi tor . But \\ \\ ill re i. t \\ her v r r i tan \\ ar-
rant d, and lo th d gr that it i "arranled. '·W ma 
b b lra d· \\ \\ill not 1 c nqu rd!" 

nybod , "h ha any doubt about it ~ impl do not 
und r tand th er mu of th J ,,i ·h p opl. T an -

on , fri nd and foe alike, "h ha an d uht about 
ho, th J ,, i h p ople will rea t t th 
of th hour I \\ ould r comm nd to r ad a 
our hi tor - on paa in th Bibi ,, hi h d ·n 

Fir t Re toration aft r th Bab Ionian E ile. It i a fr h 
and a re a ling toda a it ,., a 2500 ear ag , "" h n 

lehemiah , rot it do,, n in hi Diar . 
The wall of J ru al m had to h r built. Th e il 

had r t • d pr ariou • th mid t £ th r 

The oth r " r d t rmin d 
, and to k p th m w ak. Th nali nal 
of th J "i h p opl had t b r -
affirm d. Th b 1 of that \\ a th 
, all £ Jeru al m whi h had b n 

raz d. lh oth r p opl "ho Ii d in and 
aroun orm d \\ha w uld call t da an 
Arab L anballat th amaritan, Tobia th 

Ammonit , th Arabian , " r an d- I am 
quotin th ,_,,h n th eard that th 
·om a ma iah t k , Har f l -

n d th I h n th an 
to build, th th m and m. 
"What can th l J ,, d ?" aid an . i11 
the r ive the ton out of th h ap { rubbi h? ' And 
Tobia the Arnmonit (, h had n bu • h r in the 

fir t pla e, an mor than lbn aud ha bu in th r 
no, ) pre ed th th uaht that v n that whi h th , 
th f eble J w ,, ill build 'T o go up h wiJl 
break down th ton ,,all. But h miah went n , ith 

th building and to the 1 ader of th Arab L agu of 
hi day he aid "Lachem ain chelek lt zdakah v'zicharon 

be Yerushalaim' - ou ha n ither a portion n r an 
right nor an m mori in thi Land. You do n t b I ng 

h r ! 
Wh n the e en mi a, that the rebuilding w nt for-

' ard anyhow, and the breache b gan to be topped. 
"They con pired to ome and fight again t Jeru alem, and 



THE CHALLENGE "NAKUM VE NIVNEH" (Let Us Get Up and Build), is be iug answered in the plains and on the mountain slopes o f 
Eret:r: Israel. Above is a g e neral view of NIR. DAVI D, in the Valley of Je:r:reel, one of the 200 agricultural settlements founded on 

the land of the Ke ren Kaye mefh. 

lay it wa te." Then ehemiah organized hi hagan• 
nah. "And it came to pa from that time forward that 
half of my young men carried on with the work and half 
of them held the spear , the shields, and the bow and 
the coat of mail; every one with one hand carried on 
with hi work and with the other held his weapon." That 
i the way Jerusalem wa rebuilt after the first Exile. 
That i the way Jeru alem will be rebuilt after the second 
E ile! 

It was only after the work wa finally fini hed and a 
trong wall wa built, that anballat and his friend de

cided to invite ehemiah to a Roundtable. Four or five 
time , declare the Bible, they invited him, and even of
fered him assistance. They were ready to negotiate after 
the Wall was built. Hi tory will repeat itself in connection 
with our Second Restoration, provided we remain true 
to the pirit of the lion-hearted ehemiah and when we 
hear of the challenge which was hi challenge to the people 
of his day, "Lechu Ve Nivneh," Come and let us build, 
we haU respond a the Jews of his day responded: 
" akum Ve Nivneh," Let u get up and build! 

Sees Stern Inevitability 

There is a stern inevitability about this thing we are 
engaged in. This week- a year after the great triumph 
of the United ations over azism and Fascism- I read 
in the papers the following item : 

(1) 'Plan for combatting anti- emiti m m Hungary 
form d th rnajor topic of discus ion at a con
feren f the J ewi h ational Committee, , hich 
coJ1cluded today at ziget. peakers pointed out 
that pro- azi elements in the country are con
tinuing to incite sections of . the Hungarian popu
lation again t Jew and to pread anti- emitic 
propaganda. 

(2) "General Donavon warned that the legacy of anti
emiti m left by the azi may destroy the Jews 

in Europe. The poison of anti-Semitism, which the 
azis employed a a major weapon in the war 

against democracy, now bars the way to the re
habilitation of the surviving Jew in Europe and 
makes imperative this emigration to other lands, 
chiefly Palestine." 

This is not a Zionist or a Jew speaking. This is the 
head of a Department of the American Government which 
ha the most direct and the mo t accurate source of 
information about all that i transpiring in Europe. 

"It is clearly impo sible for the Jew to remain 
in Europe," he aid, "anti- emiti m i too trong. 
Defeat and demoralization have inten ified it. The 
Jews know well that laws and enactment will not 
correct it; they mu t move."' 

(3) "The Board of Deputies of British Jews at a meet
ing la t night in London di cu d the growth of 
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anti- miti m m England and m a ur Lo om-

bat it.' 

4 " ma m Lino- f 600 Jc" t 
anti- mili riol , hich brok 

ch b L\\ n 

cla) pr l 

ut hr 
th Hak 

th P Ii • iaLion Leam in i nna. 

unda 
ah and 

I n d n t r f r lo th fa L \\hi h ha alr ady b en 

m nti ned. that J \\!-. " r , h L and h al n b rman 

p lie in th l. , . Zon I O upalion in rman . Th 

_am \azi nl) thi. Lim u ing m ri an " ap n and 

und r m ri an ll} rn 10n ... 

H r i th r JI - th efer Jla' legillah - and w 

mu t eat ii. Th r 1. no "a out of it. Th triumph 

f m in th nd W rid War ha n rnor liqui-

tlal d anti- mili m and mad th • • f th J w 

.ur than th triumph f d m in th Fir t W rid 

War. r th triumph f nlight nm nt and eman ipati n 

in th 19th ntur '· Th L Li n did liLLl for 

u nor "ill th O d th J \\ i h p opl 

i grant d nati011al _talu an • tak it rio-ht-

am ng the unit d O i ompo d 

ntalh ation • ,\ ar on th 

I though th Pal tin t a J \\ -

i h nal Hom , th J , i h nal H m f Pal -

tin L ' t iven nati nal tatu and i not 

r pr d in th We ar on th 

rumb ff ali n tabl - · 

We Must Press forward 
I S 

I a k: i it r all in the high t 11 f Gr at 

Britain and f th Lnit d tat ut to 

d n thi an i nt pe pl that ha n · man md not 

um orthil through th c nturi p opl that ha 

uff r d o mu h th opp rtunit , hi h i n t d ni d 

mall t and th mo t r nt f p pl on 

d n it th right f nati nal Latu and a 

. • alional Hom ? 
B au th r no th r ,\a oul f r u 

f n ard ,\ ith unr l nting d t rminali n. 

nit d lat mu t d mand f ur m n G 

f th Am ri an 

p opl • h\ • r f th 

Lnit d nd innum rabl Lim • 

tur rn r of tat . W d 

Admini tration that it t that pr -Pal tin pr • 

Zioni t ntim nl f th an p pl and tran lat 

it into a ti n. 
demand a n w d al in ur Lal D partm nt. 

Whi] w ar la i h , ith our riti i m I th Briti h 

Jonial Offi and ju ll o ] L u b ar in mind 

that our tat D partment ha b n a littl p rati 

, ith u a th Colonial Office in London and f r le 

alid rea on , h cau our countr doe not ha th 

complicated imp rial int r t in th Middl Ea t that 
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r al Britain ha . Thr Jc\\ f th 

\\ant to build and ar earn<'!!-l ahoul thi . huildi11~. and un

lers-tand that th r i.· no th r "a} out for our peopl<'. and 

that thi i th h ur f d i ion, mu ·t turn lo their hi f 

E uti, , t th Pr id nl f the ~nit d :tal<':-. lo Pr' -

d nt Truman and 1 mand of him lo fulfill hi-., ,u1 

Part ·_ pledg . 
\V ha\'e m ral po\\ r. Our ' am,<' i:-- a gn·al moral 

' au , e. W ha\ p litiral p \\ r. if \H' \\ould orn·t· lf'arn 

h \\ L u it, and n t fritter it ,\a . It i~ not Lill· \11H'rica11 

l > u th p liti al p \\ r \\ hi ·h on p s e , H'"" in uro-in,r 

upon our Go\ mm nl l fulfill pledges maclr h~ our <>Lill· 

lr} and L gi 'Jr . ion l th ,,ill of tlw \m rican 

p pl a r pr nt d in R luti n. pa,.,::--<'d m c•rn helm- . 

inrrl b ' th ngr . >f th nil cl lat . 

judo-m nt. it i, real m ricani m for tht• ]<',, 

m ri a L band l g Lh r a. a . lron~ fore!' and 

go t th ir du) elc 'L cl r<'pr s ntati, s and lo the 

Ex cuti e Bran h f ur g vcrnm nt and 3): m n ·a 

had a hand in th framino- f th Balf ur D<' larati n • 

Am rica ha a n \\ ith England \\ hi ·h grant d it 

rio-ht and b w • • um d blirration l "ar<l I al -

tin . Th m ri h r th 

attiLud of d ath • L \\ard mi. L 1\1 " • 

m nl. W demand I th Go rnm nt ,,hi h hould r pr -

pl that in thi h ur f • ion 

h ulcl b Jul . quar 1 

rati l<' ·hniqu ancl 1 ro rdur 

ur fri nd and L puni h our f< . : t r .• 

>COj Ip and admini lrati n \\hich fail lo Ji\ up 

, 11 part ' mmitm nl , and l th ir O\\ n pl do- . 

I peak , ith u h tr n n i Lion ab >ul thi 

malt r I ha b n a u d £ b ing p liti ·all~ parli an; 

f fa orin on politi al part a again l an tlwr. I wanl 

Lh Zioni -t of mrri ·a to kn<m that 1 b long lo no 

part)· that J , n th int r • l of no political part). I 

lr) to fulfill m duti an m<'ri ·an ·itiz,•11 lo the 

1 t £ m ahilit . I l I hav tri d to Ii, • th lif 

of a 1 al • op rativ m riean rilizcn. B -) oncl that 

th r int re!-.l than th ah ati n of Jll) 1 pl , 

and I , ill o-o to an part >r l an ' publi ffi ial or t 

an o rnm nl and I \\ill kno k n an door in th 

\\ orlcl. er mg: Hrlp m p pl ; lTI) p oplC' ne cl ) our 

h lp! 
I ,\-ant to } tru lo th . pmt f ch miah. lo th 

!-.J irit f H rzl. Th , ha n th 11 £ u . 

Th . and o-iant lik th m ur p t f 

. ur i al and imm rtalil . It i in th ir pirit an 1 und r 

th impa t £ th ir , i i n that w , th • thi 

Lion pla d at th d of d ti11 pl d 

to arr n until th ir dr am , hi h i th 

dr am £ I ra 1 i finall fulfill d- until I ra 1 i r • 

tabli h d a a fr and happ p opl in it own land. 
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This Dinner tendered by the B• nai Zion and the National 

Sponsors Committee of Zionist leaders representing all sections of 

the country will record our admiration for Dr. Abba Hillel Silver for 

his achievements in the field of Jewish scholar hip and for his elo

quent advocacy and guidance of the Zioni t Movement at the he)m 

of which he stands today. 

We will also express our gratitude for the inspiration and mili
tant leadership which his superb gifts of mind and heart have 

enabled him to bring to the difficult tasks he has performed as a

tional Chairman of the nited Pale tine Appeal, Co-Chairman of 

the United Jewish Appeal, Co-Chairman of the American Zionist 

Emergency Council and as Pre id t ionist Organization of 

America. He is now leading the ·$tt]~~..to.r., the realization of our 

people, s most cheri bed aspirations---u1~ demption and upbuilding 

of Eretz Israel as a Je ish Common~ lt&. 

The proceeds of this Dinner will be dedicated toward the re

demption through the Jewish ational Fund of a land tract in Pal-

estine to be designated as NACHLATH SIL VER, thus linking the 

name of Dr. Silver with the ance tral soil of Eretz Israel for which 

he has labored these last three decades. 
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Elihu D. Stone 
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