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THE P~IDENT'S MESSAGE •. TO THE 57TH ANNUAL CONVENTION OF THE CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN RABBIS JUNE 25-30, 1946 

DR. ABBA HILLEL SILVER - CLEVELAND, OHIO 

To the Central Conference of American Rabbis 
My dear Colleagues: 

W'nen we last met in convention in Atlantic City on June 25-27, 1945, the second world war was still on, although the European phase of it was over. In order to comply with war-time travel restrictions, our convention, by agreement, was limited in attendance to tho officers, past presidents, the members of the Executive Board and the heads of the Conference commissions and commit tees . 

The 57th Annual Convention is our first post-war gathering. It is gratifying to note how eagerly our members have availed themselves of the opportunity to meet again with their colleagues. We all feel that our fellow-ship in the Conference is richly rewarding, and it is cherished by us because of its work, its traditions, and the gracious associations and contacts which 
it affords. 

We are very proud of the one hundred and forty-two members of our Conference who served as chaplains in the armed forces of our country. Considering our limited membership, it is a remarkable and most canmemdable record. Twenty-seven of our members are still in uniform, sixteen of them are overseas. This record of service is a tribute both to the religious consecration of these men and to their high sense of duty and patriotism. From all sides, inspiring testimonies have reached us of how well these men served, ,ith what complete selflessness, and how much their ministry of guidance, comfort ~nd strengthening meant to our fighting men. These chaplains have written an illustrious and unforgettable chapter in the annals of American Israel and of the American Rabbinate. 
To men who in the vast tribulations 
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of 
the war faced bewilderment, loneliness, danger and death, they brought the message, the prayers and the solace of our faith. They were '11th our fighting men when death reaped a grim harvest among them. They »ere 11ith them v,hen they lG.y wounded in the hospitals. They rendered the last solemn obsequies at their hallowed graves. 

An especial nord of tribute is due to those of our chaplains who, swift upon the invasion of Europe, hastened to bring succor und comfort to our fellow..Je· s whowere languishing in the horrible concentration camps of Germany. 
I 

They were the first American Jews to reach them. 
Theirs were the first ords of hope and the first acts of compassion to reach our brothers who had for years been living in the Nazi prison pens in deepest despair and unspeakable degradation. From these camps h ve since come to us the fervent expressions of gratitude and benedictions for these brave Americanfe•ish Chaplains who, by their noble and sacrificial acts, sunctified he Name of God. 

In some appropria~e manner, the Central Conference of American Rabbis will wish to honor its □erabers vho served as chaplains in the second :.orld war, and to record for future generations the story of these men who went f orth 
meshuche milchamah -- to serve their countr-,r, and who so nobly matched their hour. 

~e are happy to l e·rn that t he returning chaplains are being rapidly re-absorbed into their civilian ministries or into cognate professions. The placement problem, which loomed so large, presents no serious difficulties today. It may well be that the Emergency Placement Comi:rlttee which the Conf rence created, in nticipation of facing a sizable post-war problem, might asx to be discharged. Our congregations have,elcomed back thair rabbis 
I 
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who had volm1teered for war service. Some of our colleagues have chosen 

to remain as chaplains in the army and navy. Ne~ congregations have been 

formed and they, as well as some of the smaller communities, are now eng~ging 

permanent rabbis . Other of our members are establishing themselves in related 

fields of Jewish education, soci&l service, or ~~th national organizations 

w.ich are working in the fields of overseas Jewish relief, and Palestine. 

This Convention should decide, after full onsideration of the subject, 

whether the Conference may regard the entire matter of protecting the interests 

of the returning chaplain as automatically disposed of or whether it is still 

desirable to retain some apparatus to meet possible contingencies. 

Because of their war experience, our chaplains are returning to their 

civilian posts with deepened insights and a surer grasp of the fundamentals 

of their calling. But the rest of us too f elt the impact of the war, in the 

day of the world's adversity and our ovm people's greatest disaster. All of 

us have looked deeper into the hearts of men and women during these t:r:~ing 

years, and into our own hearts. We have felt summoned to face up to stark 

new realities and to re-evaluate our cinistries. All of us are entering the 

post-war era deeply affected. 

This last year of t otal war and partial peace has contributed to the 

deopening earnestness of our rabbinate. The poet, John Dryden, composed a 

lengthy poem of over three hundred stanzas dedicated to the year 1666, 

flhich he called the 11 Annus ~irabilis" -- the "Year of Wonders." T··,o extraordinar~ 
as a :,•ear events were sufficient to justify the poet in characterizing that year/of 

wonders, the London Fire, and the success of ngland' o n val war ·;;ith 

Holland. Ho i then sh ... 11 we characterize the year since v;e last met, a year 

which witnessed the end of the gre&test ~ar in history, the collapse of Nazism 
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and Fascism, the ~evelation of the atomic bomb and the organi
2
ation of the 

United Nationst The human mind cannot encompass all the breath-taking events 
v,hich history packed into this one brief year, nor can it bring them into 
focus, nor grasp the burden of their prophecy. We do know that the year 
brought to a close a war of colossal magnitude, and an era of most dangerous 
and brutal reaction. It has also landmarked some amazing new beginnings 
for mankind, whose direction and goals are at the aoment beyond all human 
ken or control. 

Between the promise and the menace of these new beginnings, the spirit 
of man finds itself today dazed and perplexed. Neither victory nor invention 
has brought joy to the heart of the world. The memories of the first world 
war are with us. We won victory then and it turned to ashes. "ihat will our 
latest victory yield? The aggression of Nazism and Fascism had of course to 
be stopped if civilization was to survive, but as accaulay pointed out, it 
is in the nature of the devil of tyranny to tear an rend the body hich he 
leaves. The lacerated body of mankind now needs healing. Starvation, disease 
and misery darken the habitations of men. The spiritof m nkind, too, needs 

I 

healing from shock and disillusion, from pressure and fatigue. Ever-present 
is the danger of physical collapse and spiritual relapse. 

In such times of painful and precarious convalescence, religion fuces 
its greatest challenge and opportunity. The foremost militarf 13aders of our 
time have referred to the problem with which the atomic bomb confronted our 
orld as essentially a theologic one, involving a spiritual recrudescence and 

the improvement of human character. 1~ fo,;1 days ago, lr. Bernard Baruch, in 
presenting to the Atomic Energy CoL'.lltission of t he United N tions the proposal 
of our GoverrLnent for the international control of atomic energy, declared 
that "Science has ta ht us how to put the atom to work. But to make it work 
for good instead r for evil lies in the domain dealing with the principles 
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of human duty. We are now facing a problem more of ethics than of physics." 

In the legitimate pride of its achievements, science in the 19th 

Century tended to vaunt its power and its prooise, and clisp.::rage and dispute 

religion. But in the middle of the 20th Century , science in a far huobler 

mood, though far richer in achievements, turns to religion not as to a 

competitor but as to a desperately-needed ally, and appeals to it to come to 

its aid so as to deliver mankind from tha dangers inherent in the newest and 

greatest discoveries of science. Thus tho rejected may yet become the Queen 

of all the Sciences, and the ancient ~isdom of Israel may yet be vindicated: 

"The beginning of all human wisdom is reverence of God." 

For it was not science but religion uhich the nee-barbarism of the 

Twentieth Century renounced. It proclaimed its own dogmas as a substitute for 

the classic dogmas of religion. It did not reject either sciuntific knowledge 

or te~hnology as it set out to build a new world b~sed on the foundations of 

its ~nti-religious dogmas. Science did not deter it from resorting to bloody 

acts of tyr·nny and oppression , to gas chambers ~nd human abattoirs in order 

to achieve its objectives. 

These nco- arbarians were never illogical. It ·aG only their premises 

hich were false. The Scholiasts of the Middl~ Ages Nere not illogic[11. They 

made a great ado about logic. It w~s one of their favorite studies. They 

could think and reason with re~ark~ble precision and subtlety. But their 

premises were false, and so their logic could ~nly lead them astray . A 

:,ater-tight logical syllogism can oo a bridge leading from a false premise to 

a bizarre and fantastic conclusion. 

To us it should be clearer thun ever that the basic dogmas and premises 

of ethical religion must be re-asserted in our uge and that priority must 

be given to them in the education of the rising generation . It is not difficult 

to draft either n Atlantic Charter or a constitution for a new world 

I 
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organization, or even to bring such an organization into existence. But all 

such documents and agencies will turn out to be only facades for ghastly 

futilities unless the peoples of the earth are moved by strong ethical and 

spiritual convictions to demand their fullest implementation and to persist 

unflaggingly in their defence. Men speak today of the need for "controls." 

They are seeking ways to control aggression, to control the atomic 

control a run-a-way scientific civilization. But where, indeed, is 

found the ultimate control if not in the hearts of ~en? 

bomb, to 

to be 

And so we ministers of religion, after & second excursus in one 

generation into chaos wrought by Godlessness, are returning to the ancient 

altars of our faith confirmed in our convictions and more firmly committed 

to the most :Important, most difficult and most exalted task in the modern 

world -- to teach men how "to distinguish the holy from the unholy, the clean 

from the unclean," and to turn from the broken and polluted cisterns of our 

world to the fountains of living water. 

The Household of Israel stands more in need of the ministrations of 

its religion than all other peo?les on earth because it has suffered more 

from the ravages of the war and because of the l~rge measure of insecurity in 

its life. No people lost over a third of its population in the war. The 

Jewish people did -- and in a most horrible manner, unparalleled in all the 

dark and cruel annals of mankind. Our people llill continue to feel the 

traumatism of the physical and psychic shock which it suffered long after the 

second world war will have become a faded memory among men. The Crus ' des, 

the Spanish Expulsion and the Chmielnicki pogroms of the 17th century left 

their deep scars on the llind and body of our people for generations. Even 

deeper scars will re11ain and for a much longer time as a result of the 

slaughter of the six million Jews of Europe and the total destruction of nearly 

all centers of creative Jewish life cm the continent A thousand years and 
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morc of Jewish history in the heart of ~ope is winding up in an epilogue 
of blood, terror and death. Our people everywhere, even t hose vzho live in 
lands of freedom, are deeply shaken and disturbed by ·.vhat has occurred. There 
is fear in their hearts. 

It is not a p nicky or cowardly fear which prompts them to seek escape 
from their destiny. It cannot be said of the Je1s of America, for example, 
that they have becJoe less loyal, less concerned with the fate of their 
people, more given to apostasy und assimilation and "that the str~am of 
conversion ••• has become a river. 11 On tho contrary, the 1;1ar years and the 

great demands which they made upon Jewish loyalty and generosity have revealed 
an inner strength and soundness in the American Jewish community. We who 
know our communities ell and are not inclined to be complascent about any 
of their shortcomings are nevertheless not persua ad that social disintegration 
has set in and that a stampede away from Judaism is on the way. To be sure 
there is ~uch to be done to strengthen the edifice of this relatively young 
and rapidly growing Je1lsh c mmunity in the United States. But definitely 
there is abundant good material with which to do it. 

Our danger lies not in disloyalty or upostasy, but in fear and depression 
which may beat dom1 the spirits of our people and muy paralyze their creative 
efforts. This is our enemy. This was the enemy 1hom e had t o overcome time 
and ag~in following every one of the great national disasters in the past. 
One can r eedily unders nd 1hy t,he phrase "al tirah" -- "Do not b afraid" 
recurs like a mighty refrain in the hortutive preuchmants oft c men of God 
iho prophesied to their people during and after the Babylonian Exile. It 

was the one saving message 'rhich v:as most desperately needed in th t shattering 
hour of national collapse. 

"So fear not, 0 Jo.cob, my servant, is the oracle of the Lord, nor be 
dismayed O Isrncl! •• F r I am with you to save you, is tho oracle of the Lord." 
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The prophet, Ezekiel, like J 0refili.ah, held out the heartenins pror.1ise 

of "v I en m ..... chrj_d" -- "there shall be none to make you ---.fraid." So docs tho 

I saia.h •) f the Exile ct..11, nver and aver again, to the be.'..l. ten, sen. t t ered ~nd 

fri,,.htened raen of his day: "Fea r not, nor be disquieted. ~hy sl ~uld y ,.,u oe 

afraid? Why should you forget the Lord y :;ur Maker, so that you live in 

c Jntinual dread of the fury jf the oppressor \'1hen he comes tu destrr,y?" T:-iis 

great seer undGrstood ;,hat □anner 0f utterance the times called for, and ::hat 

the shaken and d emoralized exiles necdod most to s r.. ·e them froiu utter route: 

"Strengthen t he feeble hands :ind the tottarinF, knees nake fin:i; say ta those 

v1hos e hearts beat v1ildly, Cc,u.rage, fear n ot t" 

In the sai:e r.:anner, Akiba co.~1forted and sustained the morale of his 

po•)ple after t.he appalling national cala~-,_ities of the Second Century. Thus 

also did Don Isaac Ababranel o~euk t0 the victir1s ~r the grc test tragedy of 

the Middle Ages, and Manasseh ben Israel, Yr ,-To Lipmun Heller and Shabbeta i 

Ha-Kohen to thJ survivors of the grim slaughter of 1648 . 

There is f ear in the hearts of our pe~ple. The grav8 accent ~hich 

Ame rican Je·. s have placed in recent years upon fighting anti-bemi tism o.nd on 

s o-called g JOd ~,ill t1oveoents is a r:1anifesto. ti~n .>f a f ear Nhich is ~nu wing 
do 

at their hearts. ~-,e/not mean to dispar;;.,.5e these activities or to question 

their value. But clearly they cann.)t exJrcisc the fear fr ,)m the hearts v1hich 

beat wildly nor can they strengthen the fe~ble hand. Onlv n ardent eoncen-., 

tru.tion and emphasis by the leader! of ur people -- lay anc. 1·eliui ou:s 

a.like -- up:m the religious r.1essago uf Judaist1 t o the lews of our dcy, only 

the stirring proclamutirJn -Jf its undeteo.ted messianic faith. and its heroic 

chal len e t o tho rJen :;f Israel t :.> live a.nd l · b ·)r w rthily, 112. spite of • 11 

danger and c Jntumely, f .. Jr the ~ood and j u.:; t s Jciety of free men which our 

)r phets visioned and b, whose vision our p"'oplo i/US furev0r coven ted, only 

such a religious revival, with all of its absurbing tasks and its undergirding 
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disciplines will set the red blood of c0urage and confidence c0ursing thmugh 
I 

the veins of our people. That, in my humbli'1udgment, is the sure way of putting 

a new song in the tired hearts of men whose spirits have been brought low 

within them, because all the ~aves and billows of misfortune have passed over 

them. 

It remains to be seen whether we of this generation still possess that 

insight and statesmanship and that ~ure instinct of survival which stood 

our ancestors in such good stead in all their trials. One of the re-assuring 

signs has been the new awareness 1hich bas come recently to our congregations 

and, through them, t~ their national organization, Jf the imperative need 

to expand their programs, t~ improve the method and content of religious 

education and of the training of teachers and Rabbis, to found new congregations 

and to utilize all the facilities of mass education to bring the message of 

Judaism to our people. It is good that eh ve been alerted. The new dynamic 

approach which rejects all doubt and eschews all fear, is in the classic 

tradition of our unconquered and unconquerable faith. 

It is re-assurin~ too to note that our seminaries and theologic schools 

are embarking upon important programs of expansion in physical facilities and 

in academic scope. The academies of Jewish learning in the old world which 

nourished the mind and heart of our people fr generations have nearly all 

b~en destroyed. Here upon these grecious shores they must be rebuilt! Here 

a new generati n of scholars and disciples must arise to receive and transmit 

the unbroken tradition nd practice of Jewish scholarship. 

oc This Conference will wish to record satisfaction with these salutary 

manifestations of religious progress in American Jewish life and to pledge 

its fullest measure of support. 
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American Reform Judaism clear~d the way for a notable forward advance 
during the year by removing the formidable obstacle of a political commitment 
which ~as never part of its essential doctrine and which threatened for a 
tirr~ to disrupt it or to isolate it as a minority sect in American Jewish 
life. The action which the Union of American Hebrew Congregations took at 
its convention in Cincinnati last March will prove of historic significance 
for the future of Liberal Judaism. It confirmed the position which had 
previously been taken by the Central Conference of American Ha.bbis in 1935, 
and agnin, and this time more definitively, in 1943. The resolution of our 
Conference , you ~ill recall, read as follows: 

"In 1955 at its Chicago Convention, the Central Conference of American Rabbis declared that it would take no official stand on Zionism. It decided that it was to be the prerogative of individual members to determine for themselves, within the framework of !~form Judaism ~hat their point of view on the subject might be. This was and is a salutary policy o.nd should be continued. 

"'1f late, however, some of our members have rene ed the assertion that Zionism is not compatible with Reform Judaism. The attempt has been made to set in irreconcilable oppositon 'univcrs·lism' and 'particularism.' To the members of the Conference~ this appears unreal and misleading. Without impu ning the right of members of the Conference to be o~)osed to Zionism, for whatever reason they roay choose, the Conference declares that it discerns no essential incompatibility between Reform Judaism and Zionism, no reason why those of its members who cive allegiance to Zioniso should not have the right to regard themselves as fully ¥i thin the s L,iri t and ~urpose of Reform Judaism." 

There were those who sought to per?etuate the anti-Zionist bias of 
Reforn Judaism and to exploit our liberal religious movement for anti-Zionist 
propaganda . There ,ere even such as attemJted in the nAme of'Reform Judaism 
to deny to Zionists full rights of me bership in Reform Jewish congregations. 
They ~resumed to speak for gre&t numbers of Reform Jews and t~ threaten great 
upheavals if they di1 not have tr1eir vay. They f• iled utterly. Vlhen the 
hosts of Liberal Jud lsru met in nationul assembly and the issue ias squarely 
f· ced, the \umult and the shoutint:~ suddenly died a 1ay and, mirabile dictu..1. 
the formal rejection of nti-Zionism as ~n essential dogma of Reform Ju1 ism 
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was made unanimous~ 

There still remains on the American scene an organization known as the 

A-:-.... rican Council for Judaism r,hose original f unders ,:ere some anti-Zionist 

members of our Conference, rlho created that instrumentality in the hope of 

fighting Zionism in the narae of Reform Juiaism. The well-intentioned members 

of this group must by now be convinced that the organization which they helped 

to create has evolved into a purely political agency which has nothing to do 

with the advancement of Reform Judaism or, for that matter, of any other 

kind of Judaism. Surely these colleagues of ours must ask themselves 

whether it is indeed in the interest of Judaism and in the s9irit of Judaism 

that the American Council for Judaism recently ~etitioned the American 

Government not to permit the hundred thousand Jews who are still languishing 

in the internment camps of Eu.rope to go to Palestine unless and until all 

other reconuaendations of the Report of the Anglo-American Committee of Inquiry 

are first carried out. This Committee had un~ni mously recommended their 

immediate and unconJition• l transfer to Palestine. The President of the 

United States has r c1)eatedly pressed for it and has stated th .. t the removal 

of these unfortunate men, women und children to Palestine should be accomplished 

with the utmost dispatch and should not uait upon the accept~nce f th6 long­

range poli tic.:il _t>r o osals of the Report v,hicl call for further study. 

Our colleagues should ask themselves 1hether their r~li.gious sentiments 

and the tradition of their office cans nction this crude, consciencele¥ 

bi otry and the dark and bit ter malice of the or f,aniz~tion with which they 

:.ir o still identified. 

Thore is on r ecord a r esoluti on of the Central Conference of American 

Rabbis, adoJ.) t ed in 1943, urging our colle gues, in the s :)iri t of ami t ~- and 

~ithout impugning the rlght of Zionists or non-Zi jnists , to express and to 

diss eminate their convictions vithin .... nd , ithout the Conference "to termi nate 
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this organization." The request may now be phrased "to dissociate themselves 

from this organiz.:ltion." 

to 

I am sure that the Central Conference of American Rabbis will wish 

pass a. resolution calling upon the President of the United States to st~nd 

firm in his resolve that these hundred thousand Jewish refugees should be 

~ermitted to ~roceed to Palestine at once -- a re4uest which he made more than 

ten months ago and which the Committee of In4uiry unanimously endorsed. 

It vould be a crime against humanity if these helpless brothers of ours 

who have passed through all the hells of Nazi terror and ersecution are forced 

to languish and die as homeless refugees, sacrificed t a the interests of 

im,t>erialisg and power politics. 

In keeping with the community-wide and non-isolationist tendencies of 

our movement, the Central Conference of American Rabbis, as v1ell as the Union 

of American Hebrew Congregations, joined the American Jewish Conference in 

1943. In Spite of the heckling and Jrotests of an irreconcilable minority, 

it has remained a loyal member of that body. The American Jewish Conference 

has not been a complete success. Considering its composition and its pro­

visional character, its inexJerience and the magnitude and controversial 

character of some of its problems which confronted it, it would have been 

short of a miracle if it had succeeded fully. The defection of the American 

Jewish Committee soon after the first meeting of the Conference because it 

could not have its way on tho Palestine Resolution -- a rather startling 

demonstration of democracy in practice among cert~in sections of American 

Jewry -- did not contribute t J the authority and ~restige of thi5rver-all Jewish 

body which was called into existence to speak for a united Amorican Jewry on 

all ~roblems relating to the rights and status of Jews in the world and upon 
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all matters l0oking to the im1;lementation of the rights of the Jewish people 

with respect to Palestine. Nevertheless great and im~ortant work was accom­

~Jlished by the Conference since its incei)tion. 

At its last meeting held in Cleveland in February of this year, the 

Conference considered the question of winding up its work in view of the fact 

that the war was over, and in view als) of the fact that it had not been de­

signedus u ermanent body. There was a strong feeling among the delegates 
I 

that the ex~erience gained during the existence of the American Jewish 

Conference pointed to the need for a Jermanent Jewish body which would, in 

peacetime , give a unified expression of the will of the American Jewish 

community on all ~atters vital to it. It was accordingly resolved to explore 

the possibility of establishing a ~ermanent, democratic, reJresentative Jewish 

body and to propose ways and means for bringing such a body into existence. 

I! I recommend that the Central Conference of American Rabbis should 

-·- '~ energetically cooJerate in this task t bring such a body into existence, 

and should give whatever leadershi~ it can during the period of preliminary 

negotiations and planning , looking toward an early consummation of a long­

cherished hope to achieve as large a measure of unity in American Israel as 

vossible. 

The Synagogue Council of America which was established in 1925, through 

the initiative of the Central Conference of American Rabbis, and which com­

prises the national orthodox, conservative and reform Jewish bodies in the 

United States, both lay and Rabbinic, has recently _reviewed its scope and 

pur~oses 1ith the 0bject not alone of obviating 1hat might be called juris­

dictional disputes , but als ~ of achieving greater effectiveness in stimulating 

the religious life of the American Jewish community and in serving more 
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effectively as its spokesman and representative. After having fixed proper 

safeguards for the ~rotection of the rights of its constituent bodies, the 

Synagogue Council muy now feel free to move forward energetically and render 

valuable service in those areas of religious interest which are common to all 

its constituent groups. The Synagogue Council will, I believe, function best 

if it will not spread itself too thin and if it will not attempt to do too 

many things. This is the temptation common to all enterprising, national 

organizations. It is our hope that the Council will concentrate on a few 

major objectives of prinary importance --- the most vital and urgent in American 

Jewish life -- such as turning the minds of our people and their hearts to the 

Syna6ogue and to religious education and to the programs directly related to 

them. It will thus completely vindicate its existence, even if its achieve­

ments re not spectacular enough to compete in tho clamorous market-place with 

many secular organizations which are cluttering up the American Jewish scene. 

It need not strive for any exclusive right to speak for American Israel. It is 

enough for it to go on its chosen way, purposive and resolute, and quietly 

carry on. 

The Central Conference of American Rabbis, which is a member of 

the Council, whose President this year, Rabbi Isaac Landman, and whose 

Assistant to the President, Rabbi Aaron Opher, are both members of our Confer­

ence, will ish to renew its full and loyal sup ort to the Syna~ogue Council 

as it moves forward to carry out its revised and more clearly articulated 

program of religious activities. 

At our last convention, considerable time was devoted to a review of the 

activities of our Commission on Justice and Peace. It was felt that the work 

of the Commission is so important and has become so onerous that the Commission 
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should be divided and, as formerly, two commissions should be set up one 

on Social Justice, and the other on Peace. Our Conference voted to request 

the Executive B0ard to consider the matter. It voted also to ask the 

Executive Board to consider the recommendation of the Commission to engage a 

full time executive secretary for the Commission. Your Executive Board has 

not as yet taken action on either of these recommendations. 

-\711 I recommend that this Convention should instruct the Executive 

Board to engage a permanent executive secretary. This all important part of 

our program can no longer be carried on adequately with volunteer help alone. 

Should the Union of American Hebrew Congregations unite with us to form a 

Joint Commission, and the Conference agrees to such a Joint Commissi0n, the 

expense would then be shared by the two organizations. 

Many other matters will, I am sure, suggest themselves to you which 

cull for deliberation and action. I pray that this convention may be a fruit­

ful one -- and that it may help us individually in the better discharge of the 

duties of our calling, and through us, advance the cause of our beloved faith. 
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DR. ABB~ HIL LSI - level·n , Ohio 

To the Centr-1 Conference of American Rabbis. 

M dear Colleagues: 

"hen e last met in convention in ~tlantic Cit 

Second ·•orld tar · as still on, although the European 

on June 25-27 , 1945, the 

base of it as over. In 
or er to com~ly with ·~ar-time travel re trictions, our convention, by Dgr ~ement , Nas 

limited in atten ance to the officers, ast residants, the members o the Executive 
Board and t e heads of the Conf'erence commissions d committees. 

The 57th Annual Convention is our first post-war g thering. It is gr~ti Jinu to 
note ~rn eagerly our members have availe t~emselves o the op;>ortunit to meet again 
ith their colleagues. We 11 feel th~t our fello ship in the Conference is richly 

rewarding, and it is cherished b us bec~use of its ork, its tr~ditions, nd the 
gracious associations and contacts hich it affo s. 

We re very proud o the one hundred a~ to members of our Conference 
:o served sch pl ins in the a d orces of our ount . Considerin our limit d 

membership, it is a 

are still in unifor 

em rkable an most co endable reco . Tent -oeven of our members 

sixteen them are overseas. This record of service is a tribute 
both to the religious consecration o these en to their high sense of duty arrl 

patriotism. From all ~ides , inspi ing testimonies h ve reac'ed us of ho ell these 
men served,. ith ,ht complete selflessness, and ho much their ministry of gui 1ance, 
co ort and stren tnening meant to our fighting men. These cha 1 ins have rittan an 
illu trious and unforgettable chapter in the annals of eric Israel n o the 
American Rabbin te. To en o in the vast trib lations of the ar faced bewil e nt, 
loneliness, danger d de t~, th brought the mes a0 e , the pr ers and the solace 
of our faith. The r ere ·th our fighting men hen eat rea ed a grim harve t among 
t em. t he were 'th t.em when they lay ounded in the hos itals. the rendere the 
last solemn obse uies at their hallored graves. 
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An especial Nord of tribute is due to those of our chapla ins who, swift upon 

the invasion of Europe, hastened t o bring succor and comfo~t to our fellow-Je vs who 

were l anguishing in t fle horrible concentration cams of Germ~ny. The ·vere the first 

American Jews to r each t hem. Theirs were the first words of hope and t he first acts 

of compassion to reach our brothers who had for years been living in the Nazi prison 

pens in deepest despair and unspeakable degradation. From these camps have since come 

t o us the fervent expressions of gratitude and benedictions for t hes e brave American 

Jewish Chaplains who, by their noble ands cri icial acts, sanctified t..~e Name of Goo. 

In some ap ropriate manner, the Central Conference of American Rabbis rill wish 

to honor its members who served as cha.plains in the Second World ·,var, and to record 

for future generations the story of these men who went forth -- meshuche milchamah -

to serve their country, and \Vho so nobly matched their hour. 

We are happy to learn that the returning cha lains are being rapidly re-absorbed 

into their civilian ministries or into cognate rofessions. The placement problem, 

~bich loomed so large, presents no serious difficulties today. It may ell be t : at the 

Emergency Placement Committee ihich the Conference created, in anticipation of facing 

a sizable post-war pr obl m, mi ht ask to be discharged. Our congregations have 

welcomed back their rabbis who had volunteered or ,1ar service. Some of our colleagues 

have chosen to remain as chaplains in the army and na~J. New congregafuns h· ve been 

formed and t _ey, as well as some of the smaller communities, are no engaging permanent 

rabbis. Other of our members are ·establishing themselves in rela ted fields of Jewish 

education, social service, or it national or anizations which are workin in the 

fields of m overseas Jewish relief, and Palestine. 

~ J4i! This Convention should decide, after full conside:etion of the subject, 

/ whether the Conference mc:1.y re o.rd the entire matter of protecting the interests of the 

returning chaplain as automatically disposed of or whether it is still desirable to 

retain some a paratus to meet possible contingencies. 

Becauae of their war experience, our chaplains are b returning to their 
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civilian osts ith dee ened ins ights and a surer grasp of t he fundament41s of their 

cul.J.in O' . But the rest of us too felt the impact of the var, in the day of t he 1vorld' s 

adversity and our own peoples greatest disaster. All of us have lo~ked deeper into the 

hearts of men and women during these trying years, and into our o hearts. e have 

felt summoned to f ace up to~ stark realities am to re-evaluate our minis t ries. All 

o us are entering the post -,ar era deeply affect d. 

This last year of total war and partial peace has contributed t o the deepening 

earnestness of our rabbin e. The oet, John Dryden, composed a lengt·y poem of over 

three hurrlred stanzas dedicated to the year 1666, fhich he called the "Annus ,!irabilis" 

th "ear of onders". Two extraordinary events · ere sufficient t o justify the poet 

in characterizing that year as a year of wonders, the London Fire, and t he success 

of England's naval war with Holland. How t en shall we char cterize th year since 11e 

last me~ a year which itnessed the end oft. reatest ar in history, the collapse 

of Nazism and Fascism, the revelation of the at ·c bob and th9 organization of the 

Uniteri. Nations! The human mind cannot encompass all the breath-t ·ng events "'hich 

hist ry packed into this one brief year, nor can it brin0 t em into focu, nor gr~sp 

the burden of their prophec. We do kno that the year 'br ought to a c lo e a ar 

of coloss magnituae, nd an era of 'iile most dan erous and brut 1 reaction. It has 

also landmarked some ama ing ne beginnin s for mankind, hose direction and goals 

are t the moment beyond all human ken or control. 

Bet ·een the romise and the menace oft ese ne beginnings, the s irit of man 

finds itself toda dazed and perplexed. Neit_ r victory nor invention has brought 

joy t the heurt of the orld. The memories of the first orld "ar are ith us. We 

on victory then and it tuined to ashes. hat rdll our latest victory yield? The 

a gression of laziam an Fascism bad of course to be st~ped if civilization as to 

survive, but as Maccaula oint d out, it is in the nature of the devil of tyranny to 

tear and rend the bod hich he leaves. The lacer ted body of mankind no needs 

healing. Starvatio , disease and miser darken the habit tions of men. The spirit 
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of mankind, too, needs healing from shock nd disillusion, from .ressure and fati ue. 

Ever-present is the danger of ph sical collapse and Spirit l relap~e. 

• In such times of painful and precarious convalescence, religion faces its reatest 

challenge and opportLlili ty. The foremost mill tary- leaders of our time have referred to 

t e problem ·vith which the .-....tomic bomb confronted our orld as essentially a theologic 

one, involving a spiritual recrudescence and~ e improvement of human character. A 

few days ago, r. Be--nard Baruch, in presenting to the Atomic Energy Commi~sion of the 

United Nations the proposal. of our Government for the intern~tional control of atomic 

energy, declared that "Science has +,a ht us ho-;v to put the atom to . ork. But to make 

it ork for good instead of for evil lies in the dan~in dealin0 v·th the principle of 

humun duty. Ne are ncr facing a roblem more of ethics fuan of physics." 

In the legitimate pride of its achievements, science in the 19th Century tended 

to vaunt its o er and its promise, and dis ar ge and dis ute religion. But in +he 
in 

middle of the 20th Century, science is/~ far humb er mood, though far richer in 

achievements, turns to religion not as to a competitor but as to a des rately-nee ed 

ally, and ap eals to it to come to its aid so as to deliver mankind from the angers 
the r..ci id 

science. 

my et be vindicatedi "The beginning of all human visdom is reverence o od." 

For it as not sicence but religion ·hich the nee-barbarism of the t entieth 

century renounced. It proclaimed its own dogmas as a substitute for the cl ssic dogmas 

of rel·gion. It id not reject either scientific k.no ledge or technolo0 as it 

set out to build a ne orld 

reli ious dogm s. Science did not det r it from resortlng to bloo cts oft rc..nny 

and oppression, to gas chambe s ~nd human abattoirs in order to achieve :tb objectives. 

These neo-b rb ians ere nev r illo ical. It was only their premises ~hich 

ere f ls e. The Scholl sts of the • iddle A es vere not illogic 1. The • de a great 

ado bout lo ic. It was one of their favorite studies. The could think and reas 
/j 
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ith reo ... rkable rec· ion and subtlet . But t11eir premises ere alse, and so the:ir 

logic could onl le t..11 em st :.. . A , ater...:'fi ht logical llogism can be a ri e 

leadin0 from a fa se .re ·se to a bizarre and fantastic concl~sion. 

To us its ould be cle rer than ever that the basic do as an ~remises of 

et'1ical religion u:::t be re-assert .... d in our age an t at 
4 
riority must be given to them 

int e education of the rising generation. It is not difficult to draft ei her an 

Atlantic Chart or a constitution for a ne orld or~anization, or even to ring 

such an or~anization i to exi tence. But all such doc ents an auenci0 s rl.11 turn 

out to be onl facades for ghastly futilities un ess the eoples of the earth re 

moved b: strong et1ical ands iritual convictions to deman their f i est implementation 

an to ersist unflawgingly in their ens eak to a~ of t,e ee or "contr0ls". 

They are 3eeking ~as to control ag r ssion, to control the ato ·c bomb, to control a 

run--...-wa scientific civilization. But where , • ee, is to be found the u timcte 

control i not in the hearts of men? 

And so e mini ters of reli ion, after a sec nd excursus in one generation 

into chaos ~rought b Godlessness, are returninJto the anci3nt altars of our faith 

confirmed in our convictions and more f irml conmitted to t e most in..)ortant, m t 

difficult an most exalted task in the mo~ern world - to teac men how "to distinguish 

the hol from~ e hol-, the clean rm the clean," an tot n from the broken 

an olluted cisterns of our orld to the fountains of living ater . 

The Household o~ Isr~el tands more in need of the ministr·tion of is religion 

than all other eo e on earth because it has suffered more from t e rava0 es of the 

1ar and because of the lar e measure of • e rit in its life. o eo le lo~t over 

a third of its population in the ar. The Je ish ~eople did - nd in a most horrible 

manner, u.n aralleled in all th . ark and cruel nnals of mankind. Our eo le il 

h sic ana psychic shock • hi h it suf ered 

long after the secon ~orld ar ill have become a faded memo y among en. The Crusa es, 

the S nish Ex ulsion and the Chmielnicki po roms oft e 17th centur let t eir ee 

scars on the "nd and bod 
of our peo le for gene:ations. Even deeper scars ,ill 
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rem. in and for a much longer time as a result of tt1e slauahter of the six mi lion 

Jes of Europe and the tot destruction of nearl all centers of creative Je ish 

life on the cmtinent. A thousan ears and more of Jewish history in the heart o 

Euro e is inding u inane ilogue of blood, terror and death. Our people everywhere, 

even those ilho live in lands of freedom, are dee 1- shaken and disturbed b: h t has 

occurred. There is fear in their hearts. 

It is not a anicky or coward.I fear hich rom t t em to s eeic escape rom heir 

destiny. It cannot be said of the Jews of America, for exc.JJ1ple , that t he 've become / 

less lo al, ess concerned with the fate oft eir people, more given to apostas 

a~similation and "that t stream of conversion ... has become a river." On the contr· ry, 

the war ears and the great emands which they made u .. on J e ffish lo alt an t::>ene osi ty 

have revealed an inner strenat.h and som1dness in he American Jeiish communit. e 

who know our c unities well and are not inc ined to be com !ascent about any of 

t.eir shortcom ~ngs re nevertheless not e suaded at social disintegr~tion ~~ set 

in and that a stampede awa from Ju a ·.sm i on the a . To be sure there is much to 

be done to strengthen the e ifice of this re atively yoUI13 an:. ra.>idly gro ing Je·dsh 

community in the United States. But definitel there abun ant good material with 

hich to do it . 

Our danger lies not in dislo alty or a ostas , but in fe· rand de ression nhich 

may beat down the spirits of our eople an may aral ze their creative ef or . This 

is our enem . This as the enem whom e had to overcome time and c. ain ollo,li 

ev one of the great national disasters in the a t. One can readil r un erstand 

h the phr se "al tirah" "Do not be afr id" - recurs like a mi,.ht refrain in 

the hortative nreachments of the men of God Nho ro hesied to their eo l_ uring 

an after the Bab loni n Exile. It ~s the one savine mess ~e which was most 

desper tel need in tha shattering hour of national collapse. 

"So ear no, 0 Jacob, m servant , is the oracle of the Lord, nor be isma 

0 Israelt •• For I am ith ou to s v you, isthe oracle of the Lor ." 
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The prophet , Ezekiel, lik Jeremiah, hel out the hearteni promise of 

"v'en roach.rid" - "there sha 1 be none to make ou '"fraid ." So oes the I 'i- of 

the xile c~u1over and over a~ain/ the beaten, scattered an frightened ~en o 

his da : "Fear not, nor be dis uieted. fh., shou d you be afraid? h,r should you 

forget the Lord ~ our Ma:_er , so that ou live in continual drec1d of t.1-ie u y ofthe oppressor 

hen he com s to destroy?" This great seer understood what nner of ut te ance t' e times 

called for , and what thesha en and demoralized exile'r-s neede most to s~ve hem from 

utter route : "Strengthen the feeble hands and the tottering knees make firm; say 

to those hose hearts beat ildl- , Courage, fear not t" 
the 

In/same manner, Akiba omforted ~nd sustainoo the morale or '~i Jeople at r the 

a • a ling rn ... tion 1 calamities o the second centn-y. Thus also i Don Isa· c Ab br nel 

s ea. to the victims of the greatest tra ed of th'3 • ddle ges , i ·n . anas3eh ben 

Isr~el, Yom-Tob Li man Heller an 

slaughter of 1 48. 

Sha.b etai Ha-Kohen to the survivors of the -rim ;;:, 

ere is fear in the hearts of our eo9le. he gr ve accent hich Ameri an 

Jes ave laced in recent ears u on fi htin~ anti-Semitism and on so-calle gocxi 

ill movements is manifes ation of a fear ··ch • s 0 na in at their hearts. e do 

not mean to dis ara e these ~ctivi ies or to uestion their value. But clear they 

cannot exorcise the fear from the hearts . hich beat ildl nor can the s tren0 tlen the 

feebl hand . Onl an ar ent concentration n e=µu~s s b the leaders o our eo.le 

la an religious alike -- u~on the re ·gious message o Jui ism to the Jes of our 

proclamatii:>n of i s unde e ted me si nic it, :ill i s ero c 

cha len.;;,e to the en of I srael to ive and labor o thil I s i~e of all n er 

nd 1
1 

for the 00 and just soci t of free men ich o rophets vi ioned 

and b r 
•' hose vision our eo. le • s forev r covenante reli io reviv·l, 

with all of is absorbin tasks an its un er0 irdi~ isci lines · 11 set the red blood 

f courage ani confidence coursing of our eo"" le. Th in m h ble 
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judgment, is the sure a of u ting a ne. song in the tie hearts of me hose spirits 

h~ve een brouvht lo withi~ them, because all th 

passed over t~em. 

aves an_ billo~s of mis ortune have 

It rem~ins to be seen hether ie of this generation still po~sess th t 

insight and statesmP..nship nd that sure instinct of survival hich st~od our an estors 

in such ocrl stea in ~11 their trials. One of t~e re-as~urin0 signs has been the new 

awareness ich has cooe recentl to our con r~gat.:i:>ns and , throu h the , to their 

nutional organization, of the ui erative need to ex)and t .eir pro0 r·ms , to imp ove 

the method and content of religiou3 education and of the trainin~ oft achers nd 

Rab is , to found ne~ con~reg~tions an to utilize all the facilities of mas education 

to bring the~ ss~ge of J u aism to our people. It is oo th~t we h·ve bPen a erted. 

Th ne d amic a proach hich all ou Jt an fear, is in the 

classic tradition of our uncon uered an uncon~uerab e ith. 

It is re-assuring too to not e that our sem es a theolo ic choo are 

embarking u on important ograms o ex ansio in h sical racilities nd in ac· e ic 

sco e . he ~c ems of eris arni er in the o 

heat of our eo~le or ene~ations have n,~rl all been estr e. 

0 r· cos shores the must be rebuiltt re an ener 4 ·on o. sc oars an i cip e 

must arise t rec ive and transmit the 0 n roke tradition and ractice o e ·1 • sh 

scho "'-s i . 

This Confe ence will ish to recor 3ati ~ ction i ht, se slut r 

mani estations o re i~io 

measure o suo.ort. 

ro as in 

Am. ican Re rm Ju ism lear e the 

ri an e\ • 3 ... L. e an to le ge its 

or a notable or r a vane 

du.r ~ t e ear b- rem in~ t 1 e - rmidab e o s a of • , o iticn.. commitment hich 

vas never rt of i ts esse tia octrine a ihich threatene for a time to isru t 

it or to iso ate it as a ·norit sect in Amer;..c n J avlish i e. The action • ich 

th nion of American Hebr_ Congreyations took at is o ention n Ci~cinnat 

l,st 
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last ar _ i r ove of hi ~oric s · nificance for the fuLure of be_ • 1 . u ai m. 

I t co irmed the no~ it ion '!I . ich ha rev· ousl"I been taken b r the Ce -tr 1 Con erence 

0 .m ric n Rabbis in 1335, and a ain , and thistime mo e e ini iYel , in 1 4 .... h 

resoluti on o our Con erence , OU ill reef 1 , r ei:<.d 9..S o lo,s : 

"In 1935 at its Vhicaco Conven . t Gentra Con:'.:. ence erica ab is on , 0 

ec ar d tat it· ould t ~e o ~-i i~l s an on Zionism . It eci ed th tit ; ~ t o 

be the rero ative o indivi ua members to determine or thems lv_s , ithin tho 

fram .orK o Reform J u a sm hat t e · r ~oi of vie on t · s su ject mi,.,. t be. Thi 

an i 0 a sa uta~ 0 icy an SOU e con inued . 

"Of late , ho ever, som of our me~ ers have rene,3 t1 ea ert · o tat i 

is not om a ib ith Reform J udaiMm. The attem t has been ma P to set in 

irre oncila e o o3i ion ' universalism ' an ' a t · cu1 rism. ' o the c e the 

o _ren~e , this ap ears unre -: a m • ., ea in . 

of the c ~n erence to e op ose to Zi ni m, for re -on e 

o er n e ec res that it disce s no ssential • com ibi it; bet ee R o 

J 1aism and Zi onism, no rea n t ose its e ers who 7 ive a .... eg ·ance o Zi~ni m 

s-:..1ou d not ve 'C'le r s ves as u 1 ,1 • t,hi e ... i it an 

The e ;ere thos o so ...,ht to r etu· e the nti-z · ~ni t bia o e or 

~·aism an to ex loit our i er 

Th_ e _re even such as attem. te 

fu 1 r "0 hts of membershi in Re o 

reat n bers of Re o Jes 

tl.eir a., . They f iled u ter • 

as tie issue , s s ~u&re 

re . gio mov ent or 

· n the name of rlefor 

J e "sh on~reg t - ns. 

to threaten re t )he·v 

en h o_ · be 

fa. e , t e tumu t ana. 

nti-7io . t rop an • • 

u i-m to en 0 ioni ts 

he .._Jresumed to s ..ak fa-i'-

if t ey i not h ve 

Ju • is et . n n 

t e ~- outi r ie u 

a n , ir-t , the fo mal eject · on 0 nti- ioni m as an e se t · a o~ma 

e orm J u'ai m • s ma e un· ni o s ' 

There sti ll remai on tle Amr · n e e n o aniz ion kno as t m ri 
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