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ADDRESS 

:BY 

DR. A3:BA HILLEL SILVER 

P!U:SIDEliT 1 ZIOHIST ORGANIZATION OF AMERICA. 

OM THID POLITICAL SITUATION 

M THE 49TH AlnTUAL ZOA. CONVE1'1TION 

ATLANTIC CITY, N. J. 

OCTOBER 25th, 1946 

.._ are primaril~t interested in the political situation ,-rhich confronts 

us. We are at the moment denc;erously becalr.1ed. The London Conference ,-rhich the 

Jet-rish A.::,enc.I refused to attend because even the minimal conditions ,-rhich it set 

t-rere rejected, bas been poatponed until the mid.clle of December, it has been re

ported that the British Government will release from prieon the meobers of the 

Executive of t:ie Je 1ish k;e11cy ·1ho are no , and per11aps some oth3r 

prisoners, if the Agency \-till officially ~8uu,_.~ .... ~ ot condemn all violent resist-
; 

ance. It is not clear ,:,hat all thi:i imi)lies Jc;The Government has Made it clear 

houever, thet if the Executive of the Je 'ish A{;ency ·rill decide to attend the 

London Con:f'er~nce, it rill be on the basis, not of the A..;ency proposals, but on 

the Grady Morrison pi·oposals. }fa concessions Hhatsoever have been do to in

crease the number of Je,-:ish innni:;rants into Palestine before the Cont9rence 

reconvenes. 

,.Te are also marking time on the matter of President Truman's action taken 

on October 4th, whereby, in a forceful public statement he called upon the 

British Government, in viet·r of the fa.ct that the London Conference has been 

adjourned and the •·rinter 1as ap"9roaching, to permit a. substantial immigration 

into Palostine at once. The general impression is that the President has again 

been rebuffed by Prime Minister Attlee. What further action will now be taken 

no one seems to know. 
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. 

Unfortun~tcly, this declaration of the President wa s not f 0l~ 

l m,ed up by nny officia l re pr esentation t o the British Government, 

and , as if t indic ~te tha t the Presicent's sta t ement hna n ~t i mplied 

nny new departure on the pa.rt ,:, f ur G'1Vcrnrnent in its pc licy t ow r ct s 

Pc.. l e stine , a tele 6 r:im was sent by t h~ Sta t e DL·)1.rtmcnt with t he ap

pr oval of the Presi~ent, t o the hc~d s of the Ar a b countries, r enewing 

the assurances .vhich h1.s pr eviously been f iven t i"' t hem t h~ t no c1 eci

si ·)n on Palestine would be rea ched with ,-:in t ful l consult1. ti cn with 

be th Ar ~hs and J ews. Such assurances wa r e n t ~t all c ~llcd f r r, nnr 
• 

wer e they a t all in the s l}iri t of t he An gl o- .r\1.'18ri c -:1n Ccnvention. The 

first time t13t this assur~nco ha~ hcen ~iven t o the Ar ~bs wa s in i'.ly 

of 1943. The Zioni s ts of ~~erica wer e , , f cours 8 , never i nf or med of 

these priva t e assur,'.lnc cs 1• hich hn.d 1)ccn gj .ven. 

We c c•ntinuec our i nt Gn ·ive politic· 1 ~tc t t cn thr oughc ut 1944. Our 

c ountry was appr c~ching a nati 1nal c l Ection. We succeeded in h ving 

pr o- Zi onist pl anks introrluced int the )la tfor m of b("' th the m.:i j ,,r 

Wnr Depi1 rtment ann c-•unc •d tha t 

we r e r e s n: nsibla f Jr its J P 

considc r a ti 0ns which 

Pnl ostine r e s ,1uticns 

wer e nc l uncor a s s tr r ng a f ~c t r r =s t hey h~d been. On Octo er 15th , 

President Roos evel t, t hr ·~ cl Sen~t 0r Wagner, sent t o the Convention 

of the Zi onis t Or e nizr t i ('n of Ar.:e ri ca , a mcs s :i e in which he ex pr es

s c :1 his s a tisf:tction t h , t II in ~cc or d Vi'i th th,'J trnr: i tion 1 Ar.1crican 

pclicy, nn~ i n ke e ping 3ith the s ~irit cf t h Four Fr a ~ms, the De 

mocr 2.. tic Party a t its Jul y Cr nvonti r:-n 1 t 1 1is year included a pl ank in 

its pl a tfor - we f avcr t he O)enin of P'1l e stine t o unrestricted i m

mi gr ti on "nd c0l cni znti 0n, . n r such~ pulicy s t o r esult there in 

the establishment of : fr ee :i.nd democr 'l tic J ev1ish C om□onwealth'. 

Efforts will be mn~e t o find appropri te ways and me ans of effectua

tin this ;olicy as s oon a s P'Jssible . I kn,-w hew l ong an~ ardently 

the J ewish ne ople h vo wor ked n , r ayer f er the establishm nt of 

Pa l e stine a s a free 3nd cemocratic J ewish Commonwealth. I am convin

ced tha t the A. .,.erican peopl e give their suy,pcrt t o this aim, and if 

r eelecter, I sh 11 hel p t o bring brut its re liznti0~'. 
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action. On the C"ntrary, when on the basis of this public endorse 

ment of Zionism by the President of the Uni ted States, and on the 

basis of the political platforms of both parties ';I and the "Ti thdrawal 

of the objections of the V~r Depart .ent, the Palestine resolJtion ua s 

re-introduced in Corgress, the President and his admiPistration re-

istercd the .ost stubborn and violent opposition to its passage. 

Tr1e story is ··ell-l-:no·.vn to you and need not b e rehearsco here. 

Action on t : e resolution v;as post i,oned becavse of the op osi tion of 

the E~ccutive . Some Zi onist lea~ers actually collaborated vith the 

Administration in the defeat of the resolution on the vague pro.iise 

that scme thing woJld be done so.ne day for our cause if Zi onists wo 1ld 

not press for it i~ Cong r s ss. T~is l ed to PD upheaval i~ our ranks, 

v. Jich fortunat el, , is no;.,r a matt~·r of 1-iis t cry . 

In February of 1945, Presid8nt Roosevelt, f ol lowing the Yalta 

Corfcrcncc':I Met /Tith Ibn Saud and disct,ssed Palestine with him. 

What actually tr;rs ired at that Ca 

t c th~ public until the corros~ondan ,; / n Ibn Sal d and the 

President dated 1fc1 rch 10 ~h ·1 d April 5t ;~.c~s mane .:- ublic six months 
" 

l a t er. In this ccrrcspondcncc , the Pr~si~ent ass~red Ibn Saud 

agn.ir-. that nc decision '}:i t h rcs ·)cct to the .a sic condition in Pales 

tir!e ~No' ~ld be takc!l ~:;i thou t full cons 11 t ~ tio-~ vi th both Ar n bs and 

J ~ws and th3t the P~esident would take no a~tion w~ich oi ht prove 

hostile to the Arrb people . Since the a ttitude of the .rab people 

was .uite well-known tn the President and ~as made absolutely cl ar 

to him by Ib Sud, this ass!rance me nt that no action ~hat~oevcr 

would be taken to c 1-::J.n e the status quo, which was keepin the Jevs 

our of Prlestine. 

But on ,arch 16th, three weeks before these ass 1 rances ,ere 

givGn to Ibn Saud, President RoosGvclt, upo his r e turn from his 

meeting with Ibn Saud declared p1blicly "I rn"de my position on 

Zionism clea r in October - that position I have not cha god and shal~ 

continue to seek to brig !:) bout its e rlicst re lization . " 
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Thus th~ situation throughout the Roosevelt ad inistration 

is clear. The United StQte s Governmsnt ~a s det~rmincd to take no 

;:ction ,,hatso2vnr and 'ms making no represc1tations t.;hatsoevc:r to 

the British Government either t o open the doers of P: lc stinc to 

Jewish ir-migration or tc live up to the obligations which it had 

c.s sumcd under the mand· te. But for hor10 consumption" sta tements 

were i rsued from tine to time and on strntegic occasions to assur8 

the J t..'?VJS of America that the Governr.Jent of the l.ni tee"! States wa s 

heartily in sympathy with theM and their aspirations. Those Zior ist 

l cad8rs v,rho drew attention to those simple facts were TI! nrkPd off 

as ene~ics of the Adrnin:stration, as covert age~ts for the opposition 
. 

l ·t· 1 t h d • • d ~.10 ~i·d not know po 1 1.ca par y, or as ro,ig an1.. inexperience .. en t· 

t he subtl e ties of diplorriacy and t~G ref nem,:,nts of tr1Jo statesman

ship. 

The situation did not c!.1.gnge at fi .. st i..t:--/lc:r the Truman admini

stration . Ass .ranees identical with t h)se gi·-.. en by President 

Roosevelt were a lso ive to the hrl 

by Frcsidont Truman . Thus, all 

in his admini strati nn 

rears of the war and 

to Pri,.,,c Minis t E:. r A.t tlce rE: ue st~ .g trat 100,000 certifica es f or 

the ir.1 . igr£!tion cf J ,_·-,s to Pal .stine be granted, nothing whatsoever, 

but n bs nl u tnly ncthin,, w!"I s done by cur ...,ovc rnr.ient ir bGh·1lf of our 

en sc, t o carry out the 'Ti ll of the 1~me"ican psople, the resolutions 

of tho Conr ress of the Unit ed States, or the terms of tha An lo

A.r.i ~rican Cor:v cnti ,::- n (1f 1924. 

Th2 acti r, of Prcsidc~t ~ru~nn in C( , nection v~th the 100 7000 
..... 

r efug ee s r.:arked w1.~ lcc-e t .. rning point, net to c sure in American 

p clicy on Palustj n.._ 9 but in the s t1 sta1nc clicy of doin nothing, 

to help J cv1s get int ---, pr lestine. It was r1ade clear by the President 

that his r eques t was r!'lade on purely hur1,1ni tnrian gro 1n s nd ha no 

politic 1 i plicatin~s, 4nd 1s.ur~nc es ~u r e given to the rab states 

hat th President's l etter t o J. ·Ir. 1 ttl r~e di n Gt iT"'\ply ny change 

in this ovC:rnr.i8nt' s 1:-iolicy tor1Lr s Pnl1;;;:sti_ ne. Pre sir ent Tru.r:1an 

oppo~ , c1 the resol ution on f'nlestj_ne which was reintr0ducea. in 

C8ngr oss in Octo~er f 
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last ye'lr .?.ltl' r u ,;h he did su: .. pcrt the resoluti on when he was a 

Sena tor. The P'llestine ros ,;lutir:.ns? y e u 1.vill rec:111, in ST)i te r) f 

his opposition, and the opp,)si tion nf tho Secretary of State, was 

-:-~ , c ted by th Sennte of the United St :1. tes en DGcembE:r 17th, 1945, 

1.nd by tho House on DeccmLer 19th. In his 11.test b ook, "Where 1.re 

'No hGar1in6", hr. Snr.ner Nelles c om1:1eriting c_)n the acti. on c f Ccn i_ross 

states "the nosi tion taken by the 1egisla ti ve br·1nch cf the Ge vor!l

mcnt was fir□, tcnic and enlir;htencd as h:is ·-:ften been the case in 

r e cent mr nths. The Ccn ~rcss fnv cred a f orei gn ,Jc:licy th 1. t was fe1r 

more p·.,siti "C than that of the Executive~ and far r.1 r re likely t n 

further et h s ~:lthy vorld roc ,~·nstruction" . But re nrdlcss of wh:1t his 

p,~,si ti on c-n Zi 1 .,nism v-: s 9 Prosi •1 E.nt Trunr..i.n was e1t least tryin t o '4o 

would n ot c cnstitutc !1 C~i· ~r1 £:2 in the hnsic situation in Palestine 

an did n Jt cnll f 0r prior c 0nsultati 0n Nith the ArClbs - 3 thnu ght 

which had neve r occurr~dt > his 

t or rnarked a real step f crwartl in 

tively in the P~l e. stine situati on 

i on of intervening c

put an end t u wh1.t 
::;.,'). :;,

had r: cvel0pod into :1 c:an [.,eru-us staJ.cn~t -. . But the hand of the chief 

exe cutive s con f 3ltorcc . Instc ~- ~f pressing vi gc r ously and with alJ 

the ·~uthr,ri ty an · pr ~_ sti~u ,~r _. ur g,1v ornr.1ent upon Mr. Atl e e t o acce 

de t o his request, he e.cc c:; •~, ted his re:fus r~l and yielc ed t u his c oun

tcr- ~r e, p >S'11 f ,-,r ~ ,joint Cor:1mi ttec of Inquj_ry, a ncec1less inquiry 9 

a p.ilpable c.clayin dGvice and an excuse f or inriction. 

This vns rn-)st nf ortunate. The Le~ er Grvernment of Great Bri

tain wr:~ s in f r :~rca tcr t1ecr1 nf ,lr. ~rican p ~.1li ti cal c oo era tion nd 

fin'lnci~l ~ssist~nce th. n ~ e stood in need of Gre~t Brit'lin . The 

new L0. b0r l' nvern:!1<?n-c •'!'1S :> r e s sing f or a l '1r e merican 1 ,_)an and f or 

A.nerican bacvinu c n . any diplorn~tic sec t r rs. It is inconceivable 

th~t if tho Presitcnt nnd the artministr~tion had made this matter 

of 100,000 a res 8lutc sine quo nom th·1. t f'.:\vcrable action on his re

quest would not have O"'>n foni d. 
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I might say here a wnr d about th0 British l oan and what our 

nttitudc tow-:.1rcs it was. We ,rere net opposer t c, the British l oan . 

·:7e felt, h owever , that action on it should be r e s tpe:ned until GrG:it 

Brit in had □et her res)onsibilitics t~1ards Palestine nd hud r -

v c•!{ed its illegal 110 • sures which are keepin :.:, hun reds cf thousands 

<f cur unfc rtun3te war -rava 0 cd r efug .... es fr om entering P:ilcstinc . The 

hmeric3n Govcrn~ent had a clear directive fr om the Con crcss of the 

United St:,1tcs e n this subject . It wculd h:ive been , erfcctly I r n11er 

f')r our r; overnrr:ent to posit a.s a prior c 0ndi ti on f or the r'.lntin[ 

c f n l c nn t o Great Brit?in, the fulfillment on the ~art of Great 

Brit~in of her international ohli c,ati ons t cwnrCs the J e ~1ish Nntion~l 

H·1me . F,::reign loans ::·re very frequently used by g,Jvernmcnts, inclu

ding Great Britain t o achieve f ')litic~l objectives. This is neither 

improper n c- r unusut1.l. 'fv:8 v1eeks :-, go , .. 1ur S t:-t te De::-':1rt .. 1Gnt sus 11onded 

permanently the reaninin $40,000,000 and the $50,000,000 crectit t o 

C zechoslovnkia anc asked the Ex~ort Qnd I ni;1( .rt Bo. nk t o sus ~end ne 5 o -

ti~tions with Czechoslcv kia f or 

our govcrn, .. ent clid n ., t like the 

that Ct"1untry concernin J[; ~ric'"' 1s ec 

Some time aeo , our Gr~0tn~0nt s 

0,000,000 credit hucause 

vhich 1ns ernnnatin fr 0m 

imperialism. 

ded ec 0n r mic negotiations 

with Pol r nc because that c cuntry f~ilcd t o me'sure up with our <lc 

mnndfor '1 free fl 7~v of nows and f or free elections . Why then was it 

out of pl~ce f or ~ur ~0vcrn~ent t 0 defer acti on en the British loan 

vhich by the v, y, v:as nc t a l.)r oved of by the Pnj ~,ri ty of th Ameri 

c an ie ople , until Great Brit3in fulfill e ~ her intern~ti nal obliga

ti ons in A.n 3.rca ·:;here s · .. r.Juch of hut.an misery anc sufferin :, w re 

invcl vc cl. Are cri ticisr.i c,f the Uni tee~ Stn t s eovernmcnt in Czecho

sl0v:1Ki~ :-in,-: the h , l r"' ing "'f free elections in ·c-1 nd me:re serious in 

nature th· n the rescue of hundre cJ s of thcusnn(1 s t,f hum n beings who 

by every right of law .::tnc1 humanity ·,:'Jere cnti tlcd t ', find refu .,.e in 

Palestine? The r ent c .. .,ncern of tho d .. inistration nnd its feverish 

activity ~ri 0r t c the c onsideration r f the l ean in the House, indica 

ted th t the pass~g of the lonn was a finitely in d oubt. Enough of 

cur frien shad rollied t o our side in addition t o those who were 

o .. posed t n the l oan on other t- r ,unds t o make the post11onemcnt of 

~ction very likely . Had this ha_.,.ened, I rn persua ed th: t the go

vernment of Great Britain would have ctcc very quickly, and it 

would h vc given us tremcn ous political presti ge ~nd 
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a barg2ining power in ~11 future negotiations with the British government. But 

the unexpected action of one of our Zionist leaders who in clear disregard of 

11-~derst;-,..ndings reached in his presence by the Emergency Council. came forth as 

the challlpion of the loan in the name of Americanism, demoralized and scattered 

o~r friends in Congress. They could see no sense in voting against an admini

stre.tion measure to help the Zionist cause when a Zionist leader himself stepped 

forth 2s its champion. We have a genius for kicking ourselves in the face. · It 

ucs shortly after this beau geste that the measures against the Jewish refugees 

comin~ to Haifa were intensified and their deporte.tion to Cyprus began a few 

wee :s aft er the pas sage of the British lo an. This ,-,as gren.t Britain 1 s gro. t eful 

quid pro quo. 

I come back to the Anglo-J~1ericvn Committee of Inquiry. You may recRll 

that I urged that our movement should ignore it and should not appear before 

it, especially since Mr. :Bevin -1ade it very clear that the real purpose of this 

cor.~ission was to liquid:-i.te the Zionist movement. I 1:ras of course again me.rked · 

off as a hot-headed extremist. After months later, an AmericQn mem·ber of this 

Comni ttee publicly ackno.-rledged, at a great l)rotes , ~eeting in Madison Square 

Garden that I had been right in urging re~e i 

had correctly evaluated the politic 1 situatio 

t his Committee and that I 

The Committee, you trill recall, made ten recomnenda tions, among them was 

a recomnendation for immediate action, authorizing the immediate admission of 

100,000 Jews into Palestine - that these certificates should be awarded in 

1946 as far as possible. There was a second proposl"l the..t the restrictions 

..-:r..d l,,nd regulations be rescinded and replaced by regulntions based on a policy 

of freedom in the sale of land, irrespective of race, community or creed. ::hen 

President Turman made public this report on April 30th, he stated 11 1 aJD very 

hn.p_y th2t the request \·rhich I made for the immediate e.dmission of 100,000 Je,-rs 

into P~.lestine has been unanimously endorsed by the Colill:li ttee of Inquiry. The 

trensfer of these unfortunate people should now be ~ccompli shed with the greatest 

dispe.tch •.•• in addition to these immediate objectives, the report deals with 

nany other questions of long range political policies Dnd questions of inter

national law which require careful study and which I will take under advisement." 
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After another rlr? lay, A□ .ric'.l."l t 2chnical experts w:..ro sent to 

London to r.ieet with British Gx, ·rts aud to work out the lop;istics 

in c onnecti r__:.n with the trc'.nsfc:::- nf the hunc.red thousand. This Cor1-

r.1i ttoe c c::ipl e ted its work, b ~t ar.:aj_n no thing happGn.ec1 • Fin2lly, 

the C~binc t C on□ittee dispntche~ to Landen its three deputy menbers 

t o r1eet with the British, not to get the hundre:.d thousand Jews moving 

j_nto Pnlcs tine, but t o work 011.t the i~ple1;·1cntation of all the recom

r,anda tions of the Co~nittee cf I~quiry. Attlee i nf Bevin won their 

.i..---int . The r esults c,f the labors of these deputy ~embers was the 

well- kno~n Grn~y-Morriscn r cDort which I an sure is fresh in y~ur 

□inds . \ihn. t the report recor.1wend cd was not .'.1 plan f 0r i□pler.ienting 

the recommendatid1 s of the Com.,nittee on Inquiry 7 tut an utterly 

nev, nnd radicc-tlly c~iffc~rent, substitute plan. It rec o;:ir.12nded a 

scheme of provincial a,J t onony for P 1lcstine wherein t he Jcv1ish 

people would be restricted t o an area cf sore 1400 square Miles. 

J ~wish i□mi~rati 1n would be p2r ~itted in that Zone, up t o its ab

sorptive capacity wh16h would be eternined by the Mnnaatory power 

or t~ustce governr.:iont , A ,1 Jck ·• ry o ,_{;._::'":::•:,-~_,~ ___ ern .cnt was ou tlined. 

Grent Britain would roMain he so e with increased power 

ever an indefinite rerioa - Great in 

a bsolutc C('ntrol of a large zcne of its own. Th Anerican. govern

ment was t o woo the cooper a ti on of the Arabs t o this J>lan by a bribe 

of $300,000,000. 

On the ndvice c f Secreta ry of Stett e Byrnes, Pre si rtent Trur:ian 

was preparer. t c. np ~) r ove this r c~port f or the Ane:rican Governoent. 

His heart v.ro.s s o set or. gett.ing 100,000 Jev,s into Pale stine that he 

was prepared to Rccept a ny arr.:ingement r egardless what sacrifices 

were involve~ cf fundn~entGl J ewish rights. The story of how the 

President was ~crsuarted at tho very l 2 st moment fr om withholding 

American a prov[l t o this sche~e, s o palpable wrong -heafea, unjust 

and s o vi olative of the ri hts cf the J ewish people, will someday 

te fully t ol a . It is a tribute t o tho l oyalty, fevction an~ 

~iscipline of the Zir~ists of Anarica . 
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It was at this juncture ~ft3r t 1e rejection J f the Grady plan 

by the ericnn Government, that the Executive of the Jev ish A ency 

c:ir.:c f rJ r war c1 wlth its ;iarti tion pr opos et l ns a s ol uti on f-:•r t he P::t

l es tin~ problem . An erniss~ry of the J ewish A•ency 7 Dr.Nahu G·1a~~n., 

br 0u ~ht these nr Jposals t o W3shington., and presented them t o the mem

bers of the Ca binet Cornmi ttec and t o others. As t ,i the wisdom cf the 

:\ction c,f the Exec ttivc and t he 1::r.i.nner in which its decisions we r e 

carried cut in Vv:1shingt cn) I sh~ll spe:-ik later on in my re 1 r'· rt. t thl 

r.10,.1cnt 9 I ar.1 intercster1 in r ecor ding the seq onc e c f events :ind their 

i mplication. This emissnry r e:)ort ec1 tha t the r ·enbcrs of t he C binct 

ComT'!i ttec approvcc1 the ;1r 0 )OSnl s of t he J v·~ ish b.._"ency . It w:is n •.) t 

, 1ndc clear., h owever 9 th 2 t in appr oving tho so ) r l) :;:> 0sals., <"'Ur 
0

ovcrn

nent Gi d n ot ncc e. t the~ a s ccv crn~cnt policy ~nd d i ~ n ° t transmi t 

thcwtc Great Bri t1.in :1 s t he ·,rc1)ns .. ls 1.Jf the l~:·1cricr\n Govcrnn• -nt. . .. 

They r1c r c trans r.ii tt ccJ ns th0 ,r o~nsnls nf the J c.wish -~- 1ncy . The 

Pres i dent of the Jni t o St[).tcs., bef ore very l cng ~ t cck occ:ision t o 

poi nt out s pecifically th~t the 

" c.1. l thou gh the Pro si c. ont hn.s b en ex . -

,.. ued r,n Angus t 16th thG t 

views with Pri1 o Minister 

Attlee on the subject, this .;,overnment r 1-... s.:. n ,_; t :rcs8ntea 3-ny pl n of 

its own f or the s c,luti8n of the ~-r otl cr.1 of P'"'.lc stine . 11 The. Bri tish 

G(;Vernmcnt rew the full i r:;11lic n. ti un fr om this sta t )rr.e:nt ,)f the Pre 

sident . The ·;r o:ros ::-\l s •.1 i r. n,.. t 111.vc the nuth0ri ty 0f the h.1-:--ericnn Gc. 

v -3rnnent behinc the,. It , 3s n ot surprising th:tt ,_ 11 the eff ,)rts c f 

the Exccuti vc c f the J e rish :1. ~uncv in t Lc t f:..J r nths fr r'\m the mi d le . 
of August t o the ~i dlc r f Octob~r t r ncr su~Cu the British Government 

t t, a ccent D1.rtition as ~ basis f or negoti~t i ( ns., f_iled c o~pl e tcly . 

11 the lon - drawn cut neet·tiuti '.)ns r csul t ccl in n thin , anc urinb 

those t ·\·10 r.i nths, the . r1ericnn Gcv crnr:;cnt r, ctcc1 -:is thou _h it hn.d don 

all that had leGn r eques ted of it - it h d trans : itteL the , ~ency . r o

posnls t o Lc,ndc-n - a nd whL t more 'l i d tho J c· s v1nnt 1 It gr ve the i m

nr cs sion of having~ shed its hands of the entire m- ttcr, oven the 

subject c f tho hunGrc thousand refugee s seemed t r) h~vc been shelve . 

This va s 11 tha t w s r e lly acc , m1lishea by the fl oa ting J wish 

hass~~or in W shin t on . 
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It w s his l.Jolief th .t ~ s --. 11t: o:i :~l r.n t-. tnt...sc linE..s VI' uld c -mmanc: tht. 

su ;:i'Jrt 0f ut lic CI)inion in tl c Uni tc r~ St tcs. He -,ever, the Pr0si

<~Gnt still c. i d n ~, t c n r:11i t trw United St'ltss Gcv c:rn!T.ent t o the f c> cncy 

~ r :)os nls - "I cannc t )Clieve , 11 he st tc :·., , 11 th!:' t the e p betwe;cn tho 

) r o_;,0s0.ls ·vhich h ·- ve been ~--ut f orwnrcl (the Grn~y-1:I<'rris c- n "'l 'ln 'ln. 1 

t he A,;cncy 1 lnn) is t co broac! t o be br c~chcd by 1~cn of r cas nn ant 

In ether wor ( s, while the Unitec:. States ,1 e finitely r e fus ed t .. ,:, ive 

f or the J c·:rish A;·cnc:r has s .· neettly :1n1 s r. ·-... ttr~ctively defined f ( r 

himself in the • 1 • r• J.C 

r
1.i d ...,0 much f arth0r in this r el ~rt.: t h·:.n '":. i / Prcsi·:ent Trunnn. Pr usi -

J ent Roosevelt sta t f th t he wns 

r_.:1ve the ir sup::_'iort t - ttG cs t o.Llis · .lcstj_nc (th.:it is t say 

free ( : r-1°dr ~, tic J~ r.; i sh C c!:1;';( n,Ne:tl t h. _.,..-./ 
,':") 

an~ if ree l ected he ·v r ul~ h~lp t J brinf- 'lbiut its r eal ization . 

seen uh±ther it ~ill lcat fr .m here en. Tho hun~rcc th us~n. J ews ~r e 

s till in t he dc t cnti ~n ca~,s. The ~a t es t f P:lustine nr ~ still closed 

r0 cne quest i ons the sincerity of Prcsi~cnt Trum~n. He has cvi-

J cv,ish r e furccs. He ,;_r·-, l d liLc t r .. sec .~ -r E:.::t t nur:~bcr of the r1 eo t o 

Pnlcstine. He r eGnris t hn t a s one of the major s 0lutiuns of the re

fu t.ec _ r oblcn . ·vh0 t tr 0 ubles us c1eeply is not merely his failure t o 

achieve a ny r esults - but the dou Jt which is widespread among so ma

ny as t o thether our Jcvcrn ent actually d i d empl oy nnd is e~nloying 

its full strength, ve i ~ht and di1lorna tic a~ 3ratus t o ~e t r esults. 

We c 3nnot help but feel that if the ~dministration ha been one-tent} 

as c nncerned with this ) r obl cm '.ls 1 t wns with the pro bl .em of insurin. 

f vnr le action on tho British l oan, thrt the Jews would now be 

rnovine in l r ca t num ers into P lestine. 
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parts of the no:rld , sor.1~.t:lil1i7 dJfini to • ill b, uchio ·cd end t· ,..t 

sr.J~dily . 

s lt,'iing 01.r Go· : rnr::ont n·~to t1·08.t th J P_l ..:s tinc pr )bloo us 

::n i 1cid0nt on tl 0 p:.)ripLor~y of its ' 'v rld-· :ido di O?:-w.tic 

c.ctiv itics, to 1 11.._ ic} it tu.rns its attontior 0:1 1 ~r r: h~n prodded by 

c:.~ nnha ·~ -;.:>y clcctor2.t~ , but to pt..t it nlonf :•:i th t'!·.1 oth "JT Ll!:. jor 

t i")_ ',,,1h1·c1~J fn,....._-s .. _:,·.·_h_t ,,..,d ~tr-tor ... •r."'An h ,r• -.:r ,, 01·11t,..,a t o ti· ,..., '~nd r,n-n1·-~1 r, 
- ..., ~ - - , l - - \ __, V ' •• V c..:. -5'-- 1 ' , 

c ont ~i ~; i ng r1isc-8tr ou::; ox_, losivo possibilitios f or tho "'2.C of t o 

•: or li. 

There is n ns3 d-:.v otir1g nuch of oer til!lo to c "'ri ticisr.t Gf 

what Grout Brit2in u r-, lo • t i ·- -. 
.... "-~ I -- .1 ·' V y nr rnd Vhf:'. 

It is incl J~d. c. blo.cl,,. cl·: o.ptor ,)f which 

tho people ~f Gr.at ~ritcln , I~□ sure , ~i ll n...,v1r bo rr oua . Tlu 

!" Dd for ibly ~r .. ,.\,., ti,•"" door -. .l. .... , .. ~JJ. .._, u 

ruthless destructi on of Jo, i .... h sot the i 1. . .1. risonnant 

f' t 1~. • .. ~ 1 ") ~ i '"'T c· - - ... ,.., .:... l \J o ... ir d~t ... iti0n vitLout 

tr • "1 
] t.,;. ·- t . nd tco iron ~ilitcry dictat ~r • ip ~hich 1 s boon clav d 

□od .::r:n ti :.los on ly ~D..F,cist It:::-.ly :.nd lc.zi G.Jr:1n.ny co J.rl offJr 

·,.o.r2.llols te> S l C -·· It i ,. 
·- v .J ity th:J.1. tho fri3ndly 

thoir blundG ~·ing Gov:;rn?.10nt in :,uch practice . 'l1h·~ s0 prnctic> ..,s c.rc 

of Gror t 3ritcin n~d , r-; I.fr . • _:r o 11 J . k .ski 1.int0d out tho 

ot .er day, t .Gy arc else roisoni2g tho hope of thnt crcutivo 

1n I crst ~ndint-· botv,100,1 tJ o Uni tea ·tnt.., • und Gro . t Britain s ._ 

, i cl to tl".-3 

th1--o~ n o ·, c.y ," dee lured. :.rr . L.:.ski, r1is judgr.1cnt so r!roo.t and 

so unn-•cossary . I do not i.n ow upon nhou dr. 1 ttloc relics 

for his opi:1io;1 of th :1 Ac.Jrica.n '- tti tud~. I can only s -:.~ that I 

a~ certcin A~ :ricnnindignctiJn will g r vw unlo she tekos stons 

to nltor c polic 1hich cs an nbys□nl fniluro . Ho hes not too 

□ tcL ir.10 to c.. .? 1rt no of those co.tastro-ph ""S fr or.1 which there is 

no rccovori;1 • " 
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The action cf the Executive of the Jewish Agency which was ta

ken in P.:iris on August 5th t u the effect that "it is pre pared t o dis

cuss a proposal for the establishment of a viable Jewish State in an 

adoqunte area of Palestine," must be in the last analysis be judged 

by its results. Results s o far have been entirely negative. The hi h 

hone which was entertained by the members of the Executive that their 

partition ~r oposal, re pr esGnting as it did "a supreme sacrifice in 

or der t o facilitate an immedinte lasting settlement" t o quote the 

words of Dr.Chaim Weizman's letter t c the British Colonial Secretary, 

would be quickly accepted and would help t o clear up the danger ous 

political l og-jam which had developed , di d not ma t erialize. 

I am inclined t o bolievG that the action of the Executive was 

an error of judgCJent. To question the judgment of the Executive is 

not t o challenge the authority of the J ewish Agency. The Executive 

is only an instrumentality of the Je~ish A~ency, and it is charged 

with carrying out its policies . At the time of the vote on partition, 

the Exedutive had not consulted eith Saller or the Larger Ac-

tions Cornmi ttee of our m·)vement ~ ave the authority t o , ct 

f or cur movement in the interim betwe n f.,') J10 resses. When the Executive 

of the Jewish i gency ncted on r1arti tion in Paris, there v1a s but one 

binding Zi onist policy t o ~ui cG it - the one which was reaffirmed as 

l a te as August 1945 by the post-war Zionist Conference in London, 

and this policy wc1s opposed t o partition. "There can be no s olution," 

stated the London Political Res clution, 11 t ,:21 the insepar able twin pro

blems of the Jewish :1ec·:1le :inc1 Pnlestine, except by c r· nsti tuting it, 

undivided and undiminished , s a J owish Sta t e in accordance with the 

original purpose of the Bnlfour DeclE}rati on." 

This policy, by the way, is still the ~nly authentic and binrtin 

policy f or the Zionist mcvement. There is no other, and there will be 

no other, until the World Zionist Cc~gress alters or revises it. When 

and if it does, it will be binding upon everyone who recognizes an 

accents its authority. 
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Dr . Goldnnnn c· ncurr!ng , that noithvr h~ n r ~c would pro . osc 

£>. pc.·--tition pl~.n to tho Ce.binot cor.'1r.1ittco or other Ar:1orican 

officials , th:t ~10 1·Jould not tr· to "sell" thew .1:nrtition , or 

to prc:Js for tLc i1.1pl~r.1cnto.tion of th J sh:) rt - r~ne:o rocor:i□ondn 

ti c,ns of tho Anglo- Ar.ar ican Cor-1r:1i ttoJ for tho trnnsfor once of 

th8 l C0 , 000 e.nd tho r1.:noval of ir.ir. irr'-.tiCJn ~nd l'"'~nd restrictions . 

A:1ericnn r.1or-1b ,1rs of thl..i C:H 1:7i tt "')3 H.,;rc then in .le_. hington end 

~or0 ceg •rly coo~ ~rating with u in this . If , in tho cotrso of 

th::, discuss i c·n s b ctw o on the so c or~1t:i i t t ,Jo . cr.1b •'Jl" s and the r.1cr.1b ors 

of ti"I. J C·~bin ,)t C'or:1::~i. ttco , the sub j'Jct of "c.rti tion won.la cor.10 

et:1issar: of th ,J J.y.•ish A. ~o:1c·-r 0r th.., ro~r1son1 ntivcs of the 

t ~ ! c n b -J in n ·0 '.., s i ti 0 1 t o i n di cat ,3 that 1 n d or c o rte i l''! c on di ti on s , 

..,r such a c: '"' . .1nroni so 

s ... luti on . t/o ell agro Jd tL~t i ·ii 

blunder for U':> tc ~nn ~11cc 1)Ublie: r:1ov anent 

proposes to sacrifi ce .n__. - hr~lf / ,· .f P- l : s .:. .11 in order to r0tnin 

a~k 1_,_ !_-~ 1· ...... J the n:-) .1C 0-C..L r a':"L"n f. .. bl,--n:-is !)\'1r1 ,-, r . ·1)ro ··"l
0 s~ t r, r ,")r. r- ,dl"\ _ _ _ ..., .., c .,J. ~l , , .1 '-' ..., '-'-... v V 

sti 11 further . mi...; . C J.1 , ... • _, c :rti ti 0n 1 ro osals .. ;o .ld be still 

To critici'.:o th1., ncnn-.:r in ·•hie , thJ 0c::issarv of tl--3 

criticize tt.J Jowiah Apon~y , ~lth.,~h s 000 hav co~o t think 

.:Jo tr.ing :vns olnod by this diplo:>10.tic r1 n-J 1v0r of the 
• 

~1:ocutivc of the JJr1ish ir,-oncy . I ~s c.cti01 hP.i nothi!1g t do 'Jitr. 

tl u ro,iocti on by on.r GJv ;1·:1 1.10nt of tli .... tlc-rris on-Gr .... d:i, 1ro:poscl . 

I.i:r. Gr 1d y wo.s r oc .~ 11 Jd f1· or.1 Lo:1don on Jul;', 31st . Jr . Morrison 

'/Jc~s c or. polled to ennn 1nco in tho House of 01. 1 
• .-.01 . ..: .n tha l day 

that t11.J 1 .. r.1crica:m Gov rno:Jnt v;hich ho hnd confidentiall y 

expected to sign tho proposal '"'.nd hich cg-rcor.icnt vas to have 

boon "'nno1nccd thnt vor~i dn.1 , hc.rl chnngJd its .1jnd . The ;,:Jxoc tivo 
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nrtition ~r oposals till 

:urust 5th and Dr.G, l dr1:1nn di d not nrrive in the United St tes until 

A~~ust 6th. The artu~cnt th~t as~ r esult of the ,artiti on mission 

t , 0·h1shingt Jn, cur Gov .rnmcnt is nl v: e,n rec or d as enc or sing a Jc1Nish 

St3te is als s not borne 0ut by the official documents, as I have 

indica te e~ . 

BQt if ncthin· w:J.s q~inec, s omething su st:1ntial vs l 0st, I 

afr,.,id. A :,:-1rtiti0ncd Palestine nov, re pr es ents our maximum Zionist 

': emands, both in London r1 nrJ in Wnshinr:tnn : nc' in the irab wr..;rlcl. Our 

own Government now su;·rcsts a still furth8r cr rn_r , rnise, not a s betwc 

ni za tion. Frc1m new on nny c.ne v:ho ~.-;ill ro t o W'"' shint, t on t o t nlk with 

officials about a free anr~ (_:u~~-_;cr .::i tic Je.7ish Co, mnnwe:11 th in the 

whole of Pa lestina -- and this □ind y~u is still the r ffici - 1 pcsi

tion of cur movcr~!ont -- ·.vill 9 I an afr .:'"l i f. , ½e l au«shcd out of ccurt. 

~,.,.:t in, ns has t.een pointoc .'.)Ut by s c.me who ·Noul c: f ·-vor p rti ti.on '- s 

• 1- 1 1 t. t , t a 11oss1. ...... e s o u 1. on , n. 

official Zionist ~r o osel it 

British Conference ~r on-sal. . . 

i 0n w~ s put fcrw3rd a s ~n 

available '1s a p·~ssi • le 

Unless the f · rthc o□ing Zi onist C:~>n.:- ess disavc ... ws in s 0i.1e aeci

sive m'lnncr the action "",f t he Executive, or the intcr "retation 

which was universally placed upcn it, we sh3ll h~ve t o re Grient our 

entire Zionist ·,ropo.ganda ~nr'! be f· in t 1) ur . ·e our friends t o ,rcss f or 

a Jewish Sta te in pr as~ect vhich, a t the mo-

mcnt 7 is no bri r;hter tho.n was tho ~Jr cspcct of .., J ewish State in the 

whol e nf Palestine . ie h~ve n0t succccref in achieving the Biltmore 

Jr ogram, but we have also f~il et t o chieve ~ rtition. ~heroin then 

hnve the s o-calJ e ,rn- partition moderates sc 0r ed over the Biltmor e 

extremists? 

If it is true th t the ! resent G0vcrnment of Grc t Britain is 

unrilling t o rant us statehoo in even a ~art of Palestine, nd the 

rec ord of the ~resent British Gsvernmcnt is very clear on this sub

ject, what ~oint is there in making one 6 r nd _esturc of renunciatim 

after • nother and in ;Utlicly ;.)roclniming our re diness f or su ·,reme 

sacrifices when our gestures are a iscained and our sacrifices are 

condemned! 
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£'.ny s'"'crific~ on onr "[)nrt .1vokcd a fnvort:i.blc ro c-•ponso it1 or fror. 

tho Bri tieh G0v . ..,rn1:1 .]nt or· frorJ tho Arr.bs i? He.vc the 1.noffioial 

nngotiati :1s wt,i ch th ~J ·~x-)cuti vo 0f tho J 11 ; ish .. gJncy carri Jd on 

durin.__ th'"' r st t ··:o ucnth~;;; \Ji th th . .., British G-'2'Yornr:1Jnt, duriil Q 

1·ii:.ich tirn th-.J "}xocutivo Jioldod z:gn.in ri.n" n.gni :-1 on conditi0ns 

\ .. hicl it ho.rt provi..,nsly n·m · tmcod o.s th 1 irrnduciblo 1ini .!un , 

ir: tho hcpo tlw.t i to r :;asonablonoss v1,:uld roco1.1:.1oncl i tsolf 

t thu GovJ~n□ont , ~~VJ thJ 0 J negotiations , I ask, yi e lded ~ 

~ 1· n c,<. 1.-: ,~ ..., c· ,., ,·1 s "' ..., C -• ~ ,.., ,.,;, ' •)1 . , of fc.i rno s .- n d e; 0 n or o s it.,' on th •) -. rt 0 f th 'J 

Ho1.: l ong t'o.n ,:a fcllo,; ~.lonr this r0c.d of rcnuncinti on '1111 

~onothin2.: olso h s b :.)rt lost , I r.~n : .fr2id. . In its oc.gor -

n.J s to pors 1 e.dc tho G0v0rn .... Jnts of Gr:J ~· t Jrit£'.in P,nd th,J Un.i.t---d 

r r. r l"l)'."" n t , ..... - J1_L .J ... - ...., . ;,;i th Govorn:.1nnts 

~ Zi~niats ~ho ro □ain loyal 

cl .. 
SGl 

four Docl~-2.tioa1 r..nd t J unr!J c.S-'.:nablc anc1 oxtre .. dsts . 

"' -.r 1· ' • s ; ·1 t l1 " ~- i· 1 . .., .I.• :-, .• ~ ... .., ... 

• .. •~ ,-..tos •,, •·.-)r"\L .. .... }1 t +~1 'l --.•trn.r •l.• ts 
' ) \.. ·- .. ...; .. '-' ,J u - I \.., -.,; J'-.. V _l • J""C' t:•1·r:--,.lcd .... ,.) u .l.t_ 

Ollt t ; (.i.,.,'l r,_ 11 d !':) r,, n .: • ., 'I I. t 'r, C" 0 k ..... C: , . 11 (--. f t I 1 1 c::: ~ C.:., CJ... .. , .. ·- ... ., ·-'.l.: u \._:' ·· "''"" . - .... ..., ._., V i;1tr lllSigcnt 
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the eff ectivc 1c ss : f c; r c:1 tir c. public r e l a ti ons 'I! c-rk the re, v1as 

int E; r pr c t Gd in the public r, r c ss in this !'le nner ; "If his r e si na tion 

f 1Js s thrc u ch 9 it will b , r Gfar~ec. •. s a n ew si n of r owine! "r.1or' er:i t e" '· 

i_1flucnc c in t he J ov ish li t.ency t op r anks . " f-1s r ecen tly ::i s two weeks 

a::~o t he r 2 appeare c. nn inspirec~ neus l~apcr c olunn in t he Na sh ingtcn 

Pe st which qu0 t ec a n a nonyr.1011s a.d.!linistr::i ti cn s ourc8 t o t he eff ect 

tha t the = 1r ... os c cf Pr (; sir1 cnt Tr-un cln ' s stn t en ent cf Oct0bcr 4th wa s 

t o strcnpthen the influe nc e 0f tho s o- c~lled ~o~~ ratc s in t he 

Zi nnist Organiza tion of ~Jeric a ~Ga ins t the s o- c alled extre~ist s 

un~er R:lbbi tub a Hille l Silver . 

whe r e a Zionist f Y1J'lcti ona r y wh o has pr or-!•~ t cf h i r1s elf t o the r sition 

of pr cxy t o th r r c sirl cnt of cur r.r--v c:1cnt is quo t ed el s wa rnine the 

Bri tish Gr.v ,. rnn~nt th .. t un l:..; ss t here is t n t ~r in r eliGf f or Pc:: l stinc 

i s lik~l y t 0 tL one of t he stor ,icst 2ru. b i tt er e st in t h0 histor y 

of ~ur □ vcncnt. Unles s t h2 r c i s e 

C0n _r Gss is likely t o be 

i n f ai r ness, j stic c 

t o ~cc t t he ncGds of 

t he 

ts t ho t ½~v c l ost f 2i t h 

•• y ~riti sh G,vc r □ent 

Thos,. Z • r::n i s ts A.11 C'Vc r the ·uorlr wh o h11 vc been l O./ctlly f c llcw

i -~ t h cl ssic Zic·ni s t line .. h·1 v r1 r,v ._ rni ,;h t b£c o::-:1c oxtr e-:i s ts . Even 

s cnc Zi0ni sts ~r - f a llinr into t hi s 11 _sLs_uctac trap an~ a r c a c c ept

in~ t h is picc ~ rf ifi~tic 1,~r vcr i on. The fis~n l ir r ny of a ll this 

is t h t the zc~ l nus nr v nc 2 t Gs of 1ar t l t i n trc c o~in r t o b e ca llc . 

weel-rs a .. :o '"' lrc·1.c .y r ::: j s c I s t. ch ,'1 cry. "L st T•1ursray ' s sta t cr.cnt 

fr o. thL •,f.fhite Ho 1se " ~ it c c·ri .cnt ec. e ,itc rinl l y, " n:.y woll c or1.r:.e l 

pcorl c in Brit in a s well :. s in the H.r :-.,J"' c cuntri s t r, t he r ul ucta nt 

c 0nclt sion thn t n n s c l u ti r n will sa ti Pfy t he t r c si(~nt nlc ss i t 

r,c s th~ whc l c wav t c [l tisfy cwish clniris. 11 
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mo~Grate oal 7 but a spokesman of the F0rei 6 n Office in London com
nanting on his mo .er te and reas cna ble 11roposul j s ta tee. th:l t "The 
Fcrcign Office has note with interest a _lan under which 30% of the 
•Opula tion of Palestine would occu· y 655& of the tcrri t Jry." Dr. G·;l r -
m n himself is fearful th~t his mof er~te n~ reas ona'le pl3n will b~ 
rc ~nrde~ s extrc~c by the British Government, ~nct he socs no other 
'1ltorncitive but extreme viol nee a 6ainst the British G8V-;rn .ent 
vithin a few ~eeks. So even the nartition Jlan cann0t be carrie nut 
without the throat of violence and vi Jlonce is net the ccunsel cf 
moderati on . 

who do not fnv0r ,artition are f~n Rorcus cxtre□ists, nnd tha t p rti
tion must be nccoJted lest th move~ent r ~11 into th8ir hQnJ s. The 
Zionists who remain l oynl t n the classic Zionist Pr · .. :r m

7 
who clcm'lnc1 

th~t Great Brit in fully anr 

it had assumed volunt~rily s the 

the Zionists who arc n t st:> :·,cc. -

c. :i r {'e the r,bli-- a tions whj 

are s 0 ~e- ry ~nd shaKen 1s t o be ~re ~nro~ t · ~ccc ~t any scttlcfilcnt 
hov.rever cruelly unju t. T c,c o Zi onists I 1..nint :-~in · r e n __, t cxtre ::ists 
they .r0 tho ~)r C'Uc anti loyr 1 f cll owers c1f HGrzl, i~or dau :tnr1 Ussishki: 
~nr. of '111 the s • lcndid men an·'1 "' r.1on wh~ by the s'.vea t ,:,f their bro v, 
anf blc,oc~ r, f their h !"\ rts h vc in the l:1s t fifty years be n buil l: in J 

Eretz Isr el . Crur 't;c, f :i i th ·\nd :-Jersist::'lnce even under t he m ·st des. 
r ·t t <:.. c cn:: i ti c '"s : r not extremism, nr r:cfc:i tis is n: t t o be con

fused rith 1odorati0n. 

\Vhun r o ryos ls will 1 c mn~e t o us ~v Govern cnts which we will .. 
finrl truly reas '"'nablc anc ~,hich vill ~ect our fund:unent:\l needs nd 
s~tisfy our nation 1 aspirati ~ns n c 0·r sense of justice, the ~hole 
r::ovcr.icnt vill JC , rer1ared, I ar1 s re, t c' ,.: ivc them every serious C:)n• 
sid_ration. But such pro~osals have cfinitely n~t been m de to us 
)Y • ny r>no. S'J f r they re_,rcsent the wishful thinking of certain 
Zi onists who hnve be c,un t o - ct in rel"'tion t o tho Zionists who c.is -
1br00 with the, s if~ rtiticn vere actually in the b g . Sound n just ~rc1t s ls ~re brun tn .en ce t us sooner or 1 ter, if we do nGt lose our nerve, Jnd if w are n0t misled y rtful nolitical m, -nipulators who outs art themselves. 
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frl •• le I may b .. r une.ntmo 

ia Dr. 1 • o 1• unl •• (~hter) B la uat· u 1 

Dr. ia • 1, 

gre tae • 

1que ta elequenc 

for iD111Q' y :.

(Ap l u. e) 

l t 

to fl 

1 r• ot uni 1ltac 4eTett n, 

Dr. 1a d 

eea. I pe lo continue 

, th trl4 

ew wrld order• 

wa, to fell•• the r w: not y , di een.lble. • fell J\1 lf1 

r iaing gb ho1PW!l-B.Dd.....ulle.C)ta 

fer Jawlah 1 1'\ln•~\/RHS 

people 

efell eur p pl d C 

th 

ot 

r but 

our pb3e1oa d spiri 

ev1 enoe t t tw -thlr4• 

t I "' er eat rseer,o U"9 ., 

atrenc 1n st iUl'0})9 b for er ruiaed. 

Som bM mpecl taat an ao ate 8\U"nY a.ft r 

fears ot the calamt t7, t ua.f or tel7, th 

f cte, when aac r lad, excaeded our rat t re. 

e bel1.ved ,hen a y r •• t wt t en of \ war • ~,, 

deci iY ctlo '11,y , ric r!ou . • r• to aal. yap the 

rellll8Jl h et eur rokea people and reaoYe \he ob• •• 8114 

aal.T Hon ch, lhe7 olata , ha4 been ua&Yetclable be use ef the exlgaol•• 

IU.ntster ot GI" t rltaln 1-d a■sur our lead rs \bat 

•• aoon •• lib• war -• a, be --1.c! " '- undo the al• t of 

P per which he &burred \o lllpl•• t tbe rtgh •• ot tba Je ■h p pl• ta 
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2. 

~tr aa\1onal hall• - fer 1-d. be not alw&Te beea • Zloale\t ha 1 '8 

Pre l4eal B.oenell 1-d. &anMUlN4 ln Ka.rob of 1944 lbat •tm Aaerioaa 

Gfferuen, ha4 awer ct..a 1,. apprePl I• '11• I• Paper et 1939,• aa4 

in ~ctober et t t 7ear he blc1 ple ged h1 • supper\ \o brlrag abou\ • tba 

eatabllabaent of PaJ.e,,tae a tr d ... o \le J wt o onw th.• 

en ncnrage4 to •~ c, bel gen.er.a c,a of 111 d 

0h wnld a, leac laat r8110fl all th poll \l 1 atae field• 

ablp 

rbed-

wlr• 'bani 

&IJ)lra tloll 

a which hip 

to th res 

eu 

of t eurYl-nr• of eur o-eat al aat1oll&l 

dieaater. 'l er , hOWffer, cruell7 d ind. 'l'her • b en nel r 

btldn•••• nor n 1•n, nor genens1 --nor nen •impl him •'7-ln \ a\tl

tu4 •• of Iha ce•ernm t cone med. 

OJ) 

d!d not lMY& to a r 

4 wbi 

oth r•1•• Ill 

t succe dine few a • ti.t 

r Omrchill 

hlcb he 00114 

alx illlon he 

SDTt g eut 1 \ 4urln• 

ln oftlce. or rals•4 

hl voice lac leader ot \ Oppo 1 \ion. Hi e co aaor la oftt.oe, 

A\tlee, lee! bl• Qoyernaea\ late ••• ef the • It rlnc re11eraala la 

hl■\o17. Bi■ J)&J-V elequenU challploned tbe • ot Zioal• fer 

7 •. Ita 1 era or• one nr foreao pro nl•\• taa14• Nld eul-

• 

ald• et Parlt •'• At t -...--1 oent r• la Deo• er, 19 • the Lahr 

Part7 oplecl r olu\len• which were zie&ff1 d 'bJ 1 t \ion.al Execu\lY• 

Com11t lie• la April, 1MB, ~ Ill •fteo\ t , tba Je IIWI' be pe:r11l 11•4 le 

b•co • a aaJort 17 ln P e tta• an(1 t , r :be ehnlc! be 11eaceurapcl le 

....... , • ,m , ........ t.a• - , ... , r arranc • ,. b7 

tfflotal Zleal• ner a4Yeeated • 



In apt et th e re oluUo aa t taaata, • Attlee "2.raecl 

do• Truun'• hulani-.rtan r•qlteat la A'Q8U t, 1945 t. adalt laedlateq 

1001000 dl•Placed Jen lllto Pale1t11le - a t-eque•t which •• aec! on the 

conrioUea tha\ •ao other •tacl• •tter le ao lmJ)er'8Dt for \b.o•• wb• 

haY• known \he herrera of cencenwaUon caape tor over a 4eoad• aa 11 

\he fu\ure of lutgl'a\toa poa■1'b111U•• Into Paleatla•• 4 ti.,• \he 

3. 

aatn aolutloa appear• '• U.e ta the q11tcll: e-.cmauon of •• aan, aa poa.S. lJl• 

of the Do►l"9J)atr1able Jew• wbo wteh 1 t Pale1Uae. It l t la to be etteo

tl••• au.all acUo hould not be lo dela,ecJ. 

In lleu ot accec!lng to Pr ■lcten.\ !:ruJlan t request, the aba.bbf euba\t-

tut of glo- rt.can Ooaml ttee at lncplr7 was o r • b7 t Br1Ulll 

GoTernaant - a pat•' d•Ttc• for dela, and for the clrC\lllveatlon of clear 

and imper t1ve obllg Uon1. to evm.'7011• that \hlt 1 t\ee 

would onl.¥ r 1n d d uld bear 

Yi••• al.r 

etend ed. 

• eYln, the appoln\aen\ of 

\bi1 QoJd.11 t ••• and to hi• beeq'Ul'lt pr • nterence, clearl1 r-e-,e&le4 

1, tn.e int n\ t1 ea • !he aupernuoua inv etlgat1o of \m r•hce• 

probl u. of P eaUne ut a cever- occaa1on for the llqu1-

4aUon of Zl•nlsa. «fhe Je1"1al>. r .oblea 1 h pro l 1• d, • no\ a aaUonal 

pre>bl•• 'bu\ on• of r-•tuce••• l•t ao Jal.tour, w.ho Yolce4 tbl hlper atatee

maaahtp aad the prote-4.- la•lch.i: •f o_tber aa,.. "I ooul.ct nner," aald llr. 

Jalf•ur ta the ap eoh 4ell"1"e4 .a the tea~ &mll ffZ-l&r'J of hi• ~t 

Daolarailoa, ••n \brown -,aelt wt th the en.\lm.ala• 11hlch X ban »l._,.r 

f•l \ for •hl• ee •16 l\, it 111-4 bea aer•17 a question of \aktac 

ou, of aoa, UllhllJ>P1 o.adl tloaa a oertata mm'ber of \ht Jewtllh race aa4 

1"ep1an,1ac lhla la lb8 l.aad ot tbdr torefathef'e. Jt 1, had beea aer•J.T 



4. 

that. J eheuld »ve 'bee, I bope, ea t!m.alaat for the oauaa. ht I 

think l 1 11 cotnc '- 'be -.cb aore tbllD \hat. d ? eUne \hat 

tbl blC)ll,--eJldond ptople whit haT 4ona much fer stern clT1lhattoa 

ln a • of the b1gbe1t walk1 •f luaaa ettol"t will eye ••re• lf 7ft 

glfl thea .b.e chaace, la lhe ortctaal l&At1 of ,mt.r lnaptraU,11, le c,arr, 

out the ~ aide b:, aide wUh all 11>.• great ol•llta.« zaa\loa• of \ht 

world - t cballo:; '- wlk eiae 'by ■tde Ill ,hell for lb oouoa adTaa ► 

.• 
!hi to i-pei&K;IJa« ill ea et a higher eta.teaanshlp &ad a 

d aper 1 t 1n to o re 1 . 

Bui tor Mi-. evb 1:h re :de • oal7 the prel>l• ot Jewl retuc .. ,. 

nd be otter• th& ----=~--,. .be7 • ul reintegrate la 

tcr tlon OJ)J.lorlll-

nitl ul 

llovred 

self prorlde tic 

ld 8 &7 e 

,rer, •do • no bJ" t ._ 

t . probl•.• 

Thie 1a pontltt J.17 mo.a. ev fore hi Co 1 •• of laqulr7 1-• 

of ilalHttne. There ta to 

ticlpate and re■trlcte4 

a chance lo tnTeetlcat• t po1a1 !lltt 

be no J'ewi a te in P le tine. Thi , too, 

ti» ttadtng d re ot th Oo 1 tee. Jewr, aa a whole. 

Mr. BeTta &Yer•, t • ar&:dou■ 1o •• a fl 

Qlll7 the Ztoah\1 are in ~e "!"" 

Mr. lwln bevapd ,m aaM,anoe 

olut1on- • tlB.&l eoluti•• 

lllpatl-.ce ot \be Br1Ulh 

rorelp Offlc• th the Zloala\e, lo•-•• by' \h -,, \he ltov 

Deel rattoa • acl4re11Hd ta \ha flr■\ place. !heir deaaD tllat Gree.\ 

:Brl taln ae the d to17 ~•rna•I whlab had Yoluata.!"117 aaeumed an 

1nternattoaal ebltcauea to iapl•ea\ the na'1onal rlp\1 of the I• ell 



• 

• 

• 

• 

P••Pl• la Pal••lla• elut1114 oan, \Ma••'• •• ta\ertertac wl\ll \bl 

r etv.117 l 14 1arper1"'1 plane for llrlllsh-4oataated 11144le Eat wbl* 

• erlll, 11 '9 lale 

~••' a.a lo 11• probl••• • •ccezadincl7 crea\17 aane7 d. T Jew •re 

cro1'd1nc teo 1111.ah lo the head of the qune. he _pre'8at a., la 4111Nlc1lnc ,_ 

\helr •-'• 'be a,tend.ed to forth ·ltll • 
. 

Gea...-1 Slr r8dertdt llerpa, the .. l\lab ■Ind.a Jr1 '1ah-ae:r'f'lq 

o b tr ¥•. the· ... e lllperlal aano7Nlce ... 

lllpa\l•o • Th erf c ti 1ng of h1 outbur t, co1nc1d1 1 th• · 

epenl~ seeslons of the Oom•lttee td la ulr.,. i s tribute to t ho ettloltiDeT 

of »rl lah np&c lll!a. !h l•w were oY :rpl&71a th ir 1'uffertnc ... t.helr 

per1eouUoaa. Th r efug e 

fed, 11-clolhect 

1 ring Polan4, of their peopJ.e 

t o fl .. 

o tine, re r . l:t, well-

J oe ;p t i on ti rk • eae 

rel -cheeked fellc 1-,lr oemfor bl• llYl ill Pol C, be-

oe-14 ,,. ... r14 fero • ta \bss ed• of orU War III. 

!he J ••, Berber\ L• • now ro1na\ated tbl G er 1 Korean en ._ 

••1 er l• A\Uee Mr •Tia. 9'97 are •rt\l•her• &11, o are purnl111 

releall•••IT • Brl ltall llllpel'l purp••• wllloh calla fer \he aacrlfloe tf 

J 'dib aatlaal l"lpla 1a laleatlae. 'lb will • ne17 ■e • aac1 eapleJ' 



• 

• 

• 

e. 

!ho•• wm •PP••~ l I or ......_ 1 I - r.-,_l••• of 1h11 J,111\toe •• merit or 

ha•al \T et tbelr olal•• - 11111 be nu4e4 u exv•l•'• or wnorl1\1 

or conlJ)ir&ter• whl\ber lb-, 1- la Oe\ral Jbnpe, Greeoe, Ia4t.a, la4e-

neala, OPt, er Pale 1••• Oen~ lleq• pnY•cl blaeelt talta.M 

eennt of 1,tllh Sllpe:rlal taler••'•• kt a tatllll••• .--.., of• aea

po11,1oa1, M&-parllaan lnaanattar1M apaQJ le llbloh he l• new rqretta'bl7 

l 

, • •ho r ut t 111ar w1 th• pqobel.ea ef J• ln hlp l c • 

T who f ollewed l t 

r r e n r lly of 

11 follew the lln 

a few Aaetcaa • 

lble corr 

' t •aJ"reaea 

of laqu117 

inion t t th British 11 

n lln, 

•r 

gilt 111,oll \eua1 unf ep,. 

of \he be in.I •• •. '1' Cl 111111& of th• 

A ric n er• en th Oo \tee ref rr d to the reocm, eeol11\lon on 

to the D er tlc 

t t 1'1.lffl whtcb 

••• 
R9PQ1-lloaa Par• 1>la\fona1 oa l'alea,lae, •• 1all 

r• lYed '- lCll8r•. 

Jeter e a Ooamltl••• 

l••• ha4 air-,,, beea P••Jw1loe4. ! lewi.ah repr••• ,tn •r• Piac 

tlrnp U.. •llu• et •illllU, Pr••••t.a evlcl•aoo ~ 11-ae• •• 

aff.llabl• t. •"J7'111•• 'Bia o-tlte• l• plnc llr~ Ill• Mli0111 et aa 

e'WJ cllye, t...,.\ial •• •lterl.7 al■•--W 1,...a et~ altbe._ 

ll• taoacte et obJ o11Yl'1 tnq111111'17 •-- 1-tabl• aracka. fm lrf.Ulll 



,. 
for•l&O Offl • our oe S--te Departraent are colnc ,htou,.b the •0'1oa1 

of •tttnc eanea\ an lot Hoa tor \he tta8lac• of ibis ooratttee, 

knowing Ml well 

le 4ell•eN4. 

\ ..... 11 ao awrpr1••• la~ ea lt 
• 

aho"1d t re b .., une11>eoted a,n,,riaea, thq are •t 

t 1na t t toll of our refuge • la t.be • of 

IJ) r1 '1aall7 wblle t 

remai oloae to au • 1500 a mon h. 

or• ot PaJ.eaUae 

Refe noe •• aade th1 eYenlq b7 Dr. Wiae 

Jai-Ue7 Cl'ua, on of , American ~ reaen Ii'"' on nclo- ertcaa. 

Oomaltte• of InqaJ.17. !hie le ne ee \eoe of bl• r oen'17 u\tered la 

can 

•ed la the •••'1•eal 0111:P• ln Ge~ are •• 

to •lcrat w :Pal.ai

r_.,\ the Bol.7 Lanct.• 

ace, P eatlne find• 11 elf 

regime of \4trror. A.rq pl 

•r• belq 1184e. Men •• belac 4eJ)or'84 t:r• the ooun.v, wl\houl tr"laJ.. 

'1'h •1• '8.i7 --. rlgbt under 1 " o e oonetd ad innocen, un '11 

•• 111 

b7 and aee their 

ac\1 of the man4atoey goftl'Bllleat •• 4rlvlnc the , ... of 

ortuna\e ao,, of violent rea1a'8aoe. 'the7 carmot 11t 1417 -Uonal rlcbl• 111"811Plecl under fooii ..__,. tbalr fello 

Jew1 baned frora the! '1on.al •• A 1fOAZ7 people oaeae to Pal I ine 

to eeek r•••• l'rom the wqa of ntt rlng and ,m •--••t• of d th thq 

aam•. fr the ci '1•• of hor r an4 im lan • of •• They looke lone-

I qulllt7. n \b ry arrlYed the7 ND. t 

4• • building, pl ► 

n url • •lnl Wac• to grow 



• 

r• aelld.ac p •• tr 11-

ren re • of 

17 

l 0 s. r of lb la-

7ou\b t bu.I OD et t 0 

A.rad l \ leaUn , I l. • tlnl, • • o► 

r of 193 ,. 0 e4 to r turn. ! 

au , l t. u Jemal l ••t 11. If 

..... pl• \o ee I • •'81'1 fo •f t.1-J 

l ju!,ilh in sU • 1, quldk.17 

eana . 

• ~ n xt etep. 

• 1• t r • 

a4 

tore 7ou t 1 "· 
0 1 io 'by 

t mit ••• 811£ of 

le In• • ol U ln n,r ••. J'll,' eaol• lOll u 

on 1 la or e I 

of \h alt eel it alt ln f ~•• 

of ht •lt 01"81 • 

t • .fter ?al ,la 

' ln. 11 IA 

kb r, .. - of 

rll &. • of rd•-

r cord ~ • l\ loy ce • inc 



9. 

a, the offtct l line b7 our S r n. o deoleion 11 '8lt 

1d th r ferenoe to 1 l ln eut consul '1 ha Ar • lt i no\ ev 

ape 1ft w ch r b• - • o P le tine or all the Araba of the 

world d den• hich atgh \11 to th rab P••Pl•• 

Jt 1e •\ • o will 4 termln •lb.er poll tto azorancem nt 

prop•aed for Pal attn 4 pro • atlle to thea. Be l \ remSll red that 

there l aolblq 1n lbe J tour Deel ra'tlon or the Paleattne Mand t• •hich 

11• for oonaulttng \be r in ma,,_. of iaJ>l••tlnc Jenah na,toaal 

rip.\• ln Pal 1'111 • 

Pree14en t 'tr-wrlen • to•• I aa atr- ld, ta apt te ot hi eiacere lnte lien• 

to ba 1-1.ptul, ha UD.for ely oY ••• e -. \ •• a lit 

reque t of A\tl • t1 100,000 e rllfl t t Ulllnt tto 17 

aarr• Hing le a 

queatton of refuce at a cecte4 

the d a7f. 

Preataen ~M-ff,'1"61'~1: . .... IP~•- 8 adoplect 

by the »-ooratlc Party 1n Old. a in 1944: " raver th? opentnc ot fale, .... 

tln to unreatrtctec! Je ah llalllgra ltn coloniz&llon, ch a poltq 

as to r eaul t tn the ea U ehaen t \bere ot a tree antt d •ocr tt c J w1 ah com

monweal\ • Be approYed \he !af.,_ pr Re olutlon 'before it -• re-1a\ro4uat4 

la1t 11••• r. Bu, he, \to, aoon c d ht ind oppo ed OoDCJ'e••i•n&l 

action. o D he ounce that while he till Yored Jewlllb 

lamlgra\len lat. P le thl• o c1 b1 atnd about t Jew1 Sta • 

The reason •bl the ob.azMr• seem• lo 'b• th ettle4 ■1•concepts.on ch lb.• 

Prealden\ bl.; • \o \er '\bat a .tewt a tate aean a rac atate, er 

a union •f O hand • JSeyla and re1WD&ltl7 other lat r•• 4 BrtU■ben 

ha.Ye been ••dcluou q ap:r inc \bl• ard and , of uree, 1 o ao J ewe 

her• la Great rl n. 



I 
ee a aeaor 111 la 

ob1ena tl ne 1 

ch we mad.e, aona o her•, t lollowtac 

10. 

te 

tt • ••• reaall , , ao tar •• • •r• awai-•, tbe Qoy rm ok 

n• etteoU ao\loa lo pr teo, tm bl\ eat• of the Je 1h aUonal 

lome, at ,m ,trae ot the tamaaoe of , Br1Hlh hlte P r la 1939, 

or ,o recUf7 \ha' wonc la •• 7eari1 w.blch followed. Thi Gonrnmen, 

did not eac-1•'10&117 la'°"•• even en opentDc •• oor1 of 1-aleaUne 

becaae an •can\ Jmaanlwlan ne aet'7 e •• of \he llbole1&le elau&hter 

of \be J •• ot ope. n au1.11.,.,:o• fur th t , our Oovel'llllen t tall 

to a4vl•e l \1 rllJ)re•enlatl-rea abr , J)lt,1'\lcularly ill \be ear a\, Uat 

it•• aet1at,el7 OOl&lll\ted \o be p llCJI' of Iha J•wl•h latlonal Bame 

an4 o laa\no\ _.fir.I~~~~~\~~- The S •• Dep r , 

baa, on •rlou• ~ilia1iiil on• of lllJ)oro oe ln • 

I r 1t, per•o Jcaiillll(A~,1~--=• ~~-~~~• .:l.,.; of "111 polt01, 4 1-a 

l'lid to :re17, la ea eaana \be troa \b.••• 

on llfO oooaalone In ,1" Jlranob ••r\e l t• lDtl.••• prn• 1 

the op \ion \7 Oon&r••• of a reaolu ion reattlnlng tba \radl \tonal 

Aaer1oan policy on \hie m\Jeo\. Aboye all, ur 0oY91'111lea, ha• t 11•4 

to u\1111• \he tluld polt,toal coa4111oa, CIJ'•tect by._ •r NM! \be 

procea• of poll \teal reorteata\toa aD4 reorga.ntaattoa a4er •1' ta t.b.e 

lear Eas\, for ha J)Ul"PO•• of tanrtac the • •• of ,m Jewlah la'1ona1 

Home tu \be oontes\ of l\a I r a\ pollol•••• 

Bu.\ wbtl• • r eel• 11 \11• .-, froa ,11e xeOll'1Y• Bran.ch of 

our GoY•r-na•nl. •• .... MMd \l:lrcnJ.&beul \be ,~ bJ \he llUIIOl"O\UI 

e.-14enoea of uacl•• good "111 ea the par\ of ,u ■•b•r• of 

Ooacr•• on \be p I t bit merloan people. 111 o••ber, '11• 



Pal ■ tine • lu ton f 

l9'bo H 111. l t 

11. 

4 o r be.Ult1D.4!CJ.Y 

o 1tto of the 

reel of , Soor.- tar, of S p -e4 ln p r• n 'b fore 

l atto • C ltt • o 1,. I\ la ood b1n 

o, aa a r • aa ,h oJ"1g1 

''!at\- _. , .,. • etl a 1ear ac tt ton.let 

e1 er1tood t \ la roae0'1\1 n of ideal 4tttt-

eul t •• our,, 1, i• •om•\ •• ~ •• n.eoea 7 to coua'8r to 

t e t a Prealde\ or of a State l>eJ) 1aen\, -.4 '° challence 

aact eaa111talr 1011 tult1ll 1 ta public Pl ce•. 

(4pplau e) 

'l'be al •Un ••olu,ton lch •• ft 17 o W J'etleo,, t true 

•• la ~i,..,.-,IPI,~ mert •or.le. It we.a 

tor 17 two years. 

Beeo1u,1on. It•• 

llze4 ln \bl■ 1 • 

crallc rtoa. fbt 

Rea lu'1 o, ,a,,lllk• of c ta of law. II 1a not a btndtq 

l•dal tin a \. Bu\ le 'bl.7 11 1 1 ellUllclaUon of the 

oplllloa f \ba cr•tea\ lva ... .,....... on rtn. t. t ahoul ther tore 

not ltghtl.7 rcas-cte4 ol' b flh•4 a l e eltl\ r bJ Prest 111t of the 

t1n1 4 \e , th Ill • o t Aaerl •• e on 

C t of I . qut17. aaolulton ,- a I 

DIil•• of R •• 1•• ncvrtri«), 

t he eree\ • real el 1n of tbla J)l'obl• 

1 here 7 • 
Ull1te tee shall •• its od ffl • 

tb tb9 .- a 17 •• eact t t Pale•tl a.ball 'be op•e4 tor 

free '1'7 t Je la o lbat ua "'7 ,o \bt •xt.ama of 1 ,. acrtcul tural 



• 

• 

• 

• 

13. 

114 eoea le p., t, ' ' • r l .. ul op r 1ty tor 

oelen1 OD. l .. t 17 r C G . .. , 
upbull iDc@f p Je •h Hoa• , 1n 3 ool 

with all el r 1 p eatin o .r t e 

th iUu .. 
.J. • rdl of r e or • l 

equal ripte. 

Jfhe poli tla&l .1, l• he oapl1 W fer 

in 

1 \ 111 41 

1uf dl'.1'94 ; t t 

,_., l • o r t 

lnc 

Yi t Oal n. 

" no\ b 

'° ' 
' ll e. 

people 

tG r a bl1 1, 

d in ad l n •• 

eanotlan b7 \ ' n tl na oft rld 

r~o ••off 

told• oi 

to 1 ex\lacti ef 

Oil 11 

))o 1 1 ll ln 

t J 

9 C 1tt 

r• lwl • 

t la no\ 

Uno 

0 

io • hie 

1 \ lnoonclul •• 

vie\ Union, l!lt Gr l3r1 ln, 

worl4 

• 
th 

er! n Sc•• • 

c1o no, ell 

ton • Our u 1 

ort t 

wrt ho tt r c ntu.r1 e f 

cl ll t pur; • 
• no 1n the 

e in t \er 

or the 

la• ch lt, flra\ 

brine 1nto xist nc. It 

e t r •• 

In t t ,, ., 
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• 

• 

• 

• 

• l \ 4••• ou-•ldb ef \he clobe, a"4 n.ah a aaorlftoe. Illy abeul.4 

tbe Jewlah peepl• -. Sa \e lllld• \lla aoapeg•\T 

In lb1• coaneo\len I aheul.4 like lo augea\ '11&\ we ueul.4 be ea 

~rd ...,.1a., \hi•• wba 1lft14 lilt• h \le tbe Zlenlal ■offlleDt \o en• 

or other t preaeal-4&7 rl-1 14•l•c1:{crnpa, lode\ Soolall• ya. 

Soot l D-.~. 'lllen an lbl•• wbe r•••' •ffr'7 appreach made le wt.a 

eYer the Qll!PaUQ' of ,. Son•, Genrnaat \o our oat••• !t.7 Okll 1, 

•fllrtlnc, • aac1 peln I \be ff.acer of derlalea al Zlonl■u whlllle..-r -• 

••11-Zloal•' ••tea•t er ao\ ••a.aha fro• Soviet er pre-So•t•• aouroea. 

le • blla4 Uld )l tier p tlaaaahlp which oan-1~• e••r fr• •• area wJd.ob. 

la ot rela\ect te Jewtu life le a speottloa117 Jewtah lane et era"•' 
aoaen\. 

. la rq add.re•• :t.eter.• l!M Zlollle la AUaa,to 01'7 •• .. .,.., • ot t!MI lead•r• ef •• 
,_') •'1••• of 11- wr ea.- era'8a4bc, •• ti., oar ••• 

'Py 

11 h prep•rl7 uaderat.o4 aad •• oaue adequtel7 mpperW. !here l• 

IIUCh •rk te be 4oae la laalat..- aa4 la Leaden and alao la otlaer aapl We 

ot the wrl4. I .. aet kuw ~ \!w Seriet Ulllea •• .. , lJlyl \ed la •• 

the C.-1••1•• et Jaqut.17. a&r-17 t.be S.~el V.lea la lalvea,.i la llli9 

Pl'ol»l• et tba dlaplaoet Je .. of Bunpe, aa4 _,..17 \bl prebl•• of tu 

Kiddle llael ••=•I tla4 \llelr oeaplete .. i.1tea wltllftl U. IN wlll 

hel:,,"11 oeeperaU• of \bl• oleaed acJ ••' pewrf111 .. l&bber. Oar 

n•••-~ ... , ••-.en• cl•bal olarao,er.• 

Sode, Ulln. • ban reoelY84 ao noh laYl\allea aa4 we •• ea,erlalal .. 

D. nail plaa,. J oalle4 .,, .. ,1 .. '- ,_ tao\ ,_, ,_ ••lo 4eolaloa• 

wllh refeNlloe ,e Palea,tu, 1, l• uw olear, will •lllea.'bWl~ 'be aade 



• 

• 

• 

• 

•l 

l ta. d • re 

. I urce4 t 

Sod, tJalon oer lnl.7 ill v ii• 

•hould \ fall lo ml \l '8 \be SoTle\ 

UD!on, • 1 all elb.ar nations • will ha.Ye wlce 1n th• dect.alon. 

'for 11 aeec1 • frlon4e tber•. I callecl for Uogi:l,IJII& eh ul.4 

• on • lo o r o\er. 11 

• i-• no are \ al oour .a ln ev effor\a win over Or a\ 

Brltala nen lbo,acb we " ,:rl•-••17 la&J'pola\ ,ta an lD., 

t 1 • a .... toJ)llft\l t ll'l t l po!Jl f.ng of 11. r• aol 

ar ••' al oeur1Ut11,11 1a ov e for\ to wt.a over be Pr el n\ or bl 

ni ecJ 8 our St t. D lbweh here tor • 

enooat re4 oo id• :bl• WDC1t1r• 1aC r •l•~1oe tbcr • lo n • 

cr1\1o1 e4 er er14 u for oatt7l lnte l _.,._ \he ••ra-

ts. oa• cr1 Uola or 4erl4e4 ue for "71ac to ■labll•h ooa \1 

., p~ ~~~ -~~~ 

ul c1 Central 

r1 NU1 oth ulc1 \ Zlonl•t l.,._ 

11 elf 17'iDC n under• la• 

for our ~ fro on• of t er '••' pe •• Gil e&r T 

ar oer WnlJ ao \ •• • \o oatT7ill8 on \ lr ro &aU111111~ 
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Sil ver Reviews Polit • IC al Situat • lOll 
the Jewish National Home," char- "our gestures are disdained and oor r 
acterizing the British action as sacrifices are conde:nned." 

''barbaric," and having its parallels Alluding to tbe proposal of Dr. 
only in Fascist Italy and Nazi Ger- Nahum Goldmann, emissary of the 
many ." Jewish Agency Executive, to accept 

He termed the policy of the Uni ted from 50 to 65 % of Palestine, Dr. 
States Government towa.rds the Silver stated : 
Jewish cause in Palestine one of '·Dr. Goldmann may consider 
•·mere benevolent neutrality" and 60 % of Palestine as a reasonable 
"do nothing," and pleaded for and moderate goal, but :c spokesman 
United States intervention as t he of the Foreign Office in London, 
only way to secure a final settlemen t stated that 'The Foreign Office has 
in Palestine. He asserted that favor- noted with interest a plan under 
able action by the British Govern- which 30 % of the population of 
mem on President Truman's request Palestine would occupy 65 % of the 
for the admission of 100,000 Jews territory.' Dr. Goldmann himself is 
into Palestine would have been fearful that his moderate and rea
iound if "this matter had been made sonable plan will be regarded as ex
a sine q\'.a non"' for the granting· treme by the British Government, 
of the British loan. and he sees no other alternative tcut 

Dr. Silver declared: "A Jewish 
State, undivided and undiminished, 
in the whole of Palestine, in accord
ance with the original purpose of 
the Balfour Declaration is still the 
only authentic and binding policy 
for the Zionist movement, and there 
is no other until the World Zionist 

• Congress alters or revises it." This 
Congress, which is th~ supreme body 
of the World Zionist moven1ent, 
meets in Switzerland in De<;ember. 

He criticii:ed the partition propo
sal made in Paris on August 5 by 
the Executive of the Jewish Agency 
for Palestine as "an error of judg
ment'' which had accomplished 
notl;ling, but exp:·essly pointed out 
that in making this charge, he was 
"not ch.allenging· the ·authority · of 
the Jewish Agency it.self." 

Substantial Loss 
"Nothing was gained by this man

euver c,f the Jewish Agency Execu
tive, but something substantial was 
lost," he stated. "Our own govern
ment now suggests a still further 
compromise, not as between the 
Biltmore program and partition, but 
between partition and cantonization. 
From now on, anyone who will go 
to W_ashington to talk with officials 
about a free and democratic Jew
ish Commonwealth in the whole o! 
Palestine, and this, mind you, ls still 
the officlal position of our move
ment-will, I am afraid, be laughed 
out of court." 

"We questioned the wisdom of the 
Executive of th,e Jewish Agency to 

extreme violence against the British 
Government within a few weeks. So 
even the partition plan cannot be 
carried out without the threat of 
violence ." 

Hits Extremism Charg·e$ 
The head of the major Zionist 

body in the United States lamented 
the division which has been caused 
in the Zionist position and the issue 
of "extremists" versus "moderates" 
which has been raised. 

"I reject with contempt all those 
who unctuously and mendaciously 
suggest to Governments or to ' the 
public press that those Zionists who 
do not favor partition are dangerous 
extremists, and that partition must 
be accepted lest the movement fall 
into their hands," he asserted. 

"The Zionists who remain loyal to 
the classic. Zionist program, who are 
not stampeded by the emergencies 
of the hour and who do not believe 
that either the Jews of Palestine or 
elsewhere are so weary and shaken 
as to be prepare( to accept any set
tlement, however cruelly unjust, are 
not extremists. Courage, faith and 
persii,tence, even under the most 
desperate conditions, are not ex
tremism and defeatism is not to be 
confused with moderation." 

"Sound and just proposaL; by gov
ernments are bound to be made to 
v.s sooner or later, if we do• not lose 
our nerve, and if we are not misled 
by artful political manipulators who 
outsmart themselves." 

make the radical decision which it Support the Yishuv 
did make and to proceed to act Urging unstinting support to the 
forthwith upon it in its contacts Jewish Community of Palestine in 
with government.~, without first re- its struggle against the "brutal at
ce1vmg approval of either the tempts of the Mandatory Govern
Smaller or Larger Actions Commit- ment to liquidate the Jewish Na
tees, not to speak of the World tional Home," Dr. Silver declared: 
Zionist Congress itselI. Our ~ove- '·By maximum financial and moral 
m:-nt was thus confronted with -a I support, we must strengthen the 
fatt accompl1. Yishuv's (Jewish Community in 

Situation Not Helped Palestine) power of resistance, The 
"We are not unmindful of the sin- Yishuv must, in the last analysis, 

cere and honorable motives which decide for itself the form and the 
moved the members of the Execu- timing· of its resi.stanc? to British 
tive in Paris to make their decision, 
~ut their decision did not correct 
the tragic situation of the Jewish 
refugees or of beleaguered Pales
tine." 

Dr. Silver pointed out that even 
°the partition proposal has not been 
accepted J:>y the British government, 
and it was useless for the Jewish 

·peo-ple to make one grand gesture 
of renunciation after another when 

lawlessness in Palestine. Whatever 
their decision, we will stand by 
them. 

"We must make possible, regard
less of cost, continued Jewish immi
gration into Palestine. The power 
which keeps these immigrants out of 
the Jewish National Home is an il
legal powJr and must be resisted in 
every way. The Government which 
complains of terror in Palestine 

Veterans of the ZOA, members for forty years or more, attending the convention.. Left to Right (Front 
Row): Morris Margulies, Max Doft, Charles A. Cowen, Dr. Emanuel Neumann, Louis Lipsky, Elihu D. Stone, 
Joseph Weiss, Bernard G. Richards, Dr. H. J. Epstein. (Middle Row) : Henry Eiser, Samuel Lonschein, Sol 
Cohen, Julius Haber, Samuel Judenfreund, Abraham Spicehandler, Joachim Kornbluh, Benjamin Rabalsky, Dr. 
David Klein, Dr. Louis Lowner, Max Perlman. (Back Row): Feibus Kobak, Morris Kurz, Dr. Leon Schwartz, 
Jacob Hoffman, Robert Silverman, Joseph Schikler, David Margulies, Herman Schwartz, Philip Levy. 

m'l!st understand that it alone is re- to Palestine as "a welcome turning 
sponsible for that terror." point, not to be sure in American 

Dilatory Tactics of U. S. policy on Palestine but in the sus
tained policy of doing nothing to 
help Jews get into Palestine. It 
marked a real step forward in the 
direction of intervening actively in 
the Palestine situation to put an 
end to what had developed into a 
dangerous stalemate."' 

Discussing our own government's 
position with respect to Palestine, 
Dr. Silver asserted that "until Au
gust 31 of last year when President 
Truman sent his letter to Prime 
Minister Attlee requesting that 100,-
000 certificates for the imm·gration 
of Jews to Palestine be ranted, In reviewing events since the 
nothing whatsoever, but atisolutely Chief Executive's request last year, 

othing-, ·as done by our gover - hat Mr. Truman 
ment, in__beha,lf of our cause to c r- , in yielding to 
ry out the will of the AmeriQan pe . • sal for a joint 

iry, ··a palpable ple
1 

the resolutim1 o! the Congr ss 
of the United States or the erms f:..µi~~~~~~~~ ter, in pressing 
the Anglo-American Convet}tion hBrditish tlohan_ be-
1945." a me . e1 re-

Relating the history of rtego . s Palestme, and 
tions dm:ing the Roosevelt dm P • to 'fo_llow throug·h 
isttation, Dr. Silver said: ~ mendat1~ns of the 

"The si~uauion through ut the Ang1~mer-1can C~m~1ttee . of In
Roosevelt Administration i clear. quiIN~h "."ere m lme with the 
The United States Governm nt was Presidents prior request. 
determined to take no action what- On the subject of the British 
soeve.r and was making no repre
sentations whatsoever to the British 
Government either to open the 
doors of Pale3.tine to Jewish immi
gTation or to live up to the obliga
tions which it had assumed under 
the mandate. But 'for home con
sumption statements were issued 
from time to time and on strategic 
occasions to assure the Jews of 
America that the Government of 
the United States was heartily in 
sympathy with them and their 
aspirations. 

"Those Zionist leaders who drew 
attention to these simple facts 
were marked off as enemies of the 
Administration, as covert agents 
for the opposition political party, 
or as rough and inexperienced men 
who did not know the subtleties of 
diplomacy and the refinements of 
true statesmanship." 

Truman's Action 
Describing our Government's at

titude towards Palestine in recent 
years as "one of mere benevolent 
neutrality," the Zionist leader 
termed President Truman's action 
asking the admission of 100,000 Jews 

loan, Dr. Silver remarked: 
"We were not opposed to the Brit

ish loan. We felt, however, that 
action on it should be postponed 
until Great Britain had met her 
responsibilities towards Palestine 
and had revoked its illegal meas
ures restricting immigration. It 
would have been perfectly proper 
for our government to posit as a 
prior condition for the granting of 
a loan to Great Britain, the ful
fillment on the part of Great Brit
ain of her international obligations 
towards the Jewish National Home." 

Dr. Silver pointed out that our 
government had recently suspended 
loans to Czechoslovakia and Poland 
because of .conditions in those coun
tries it found objectionable. "Are 
criticism of the United States Gov
ernment in Czechoslovakia and the 
holding of• free elections in Poland 
more serious · in nature than the 
rescue of hundreds of thousands of 
human beings who by every right 
o"I law and humanity were entitled 
to find refuge in Palestine?"' 

Condemns Grady-Morrison 'Plan 
Dr. Silver also strongly con

demned the Grady-Morrison Plan 
for Palestine and praised President 
Truman for rejecting it. 

"The story of how the President 
was persuaded at the very last mo
ment from withholding American 
approval to this scheme, so palpably 
wrongheaded, unjust and so vio
lative of the rights of the Jewish 
people, is a tribute to the loyalty, 
dev·otion and discipline of the Zion
ists of America," he said . 

"No one questions the sincerity 
of President Truman. He has evi
denced time and again a deep, hu
manitarian interest in the problem 
of Jewish refugees. He would like 
to see a great number of them go 
to Palestine. He regards that as 
one of the major solutions of the 
1 efugee problem." 

merely his failure to achieve any 
results, but the doubt which is 
widespread among so many of us 
as to whether our government actu
ally did employ and is employing 
its full strength, weight and diplo
matic apparatus to get results. We 
cannot help but -feel that if the 
Administration had been one-tenth 
as concerned with this problem as 
it was with the problem of insuring 
favorable action on the British loan, 
that the Jews would now be movlng • 
in great numbers into Pal~stine." 

Urges U.S. Intervention 

The speaker urged United States 
intervention in a final • settlement 
of the Palestine- problem "on the 
b.asis of its commitments, and in 
the name of justice and humanity 
ll,l1d for the sake of peace in the 
Near East, where peace is very vital 
to its own interest and in the in
terest of the world." 

"Palestine is a major interna
tional political problem to which 
far-sighted statesmen have pointed 
time and again, as containing dis
astrous explosive possibilities for the 
peace of the world," he stated. 
"That is why our government must 
not treat it as an incident on the 
periphery of its world-wide diplo- • 
matic activities, to which it turns 
its attention only when prodded by 
an unhappy electorate, but to put 
it along with the other major po
litical questions of the hour at the 
very center of its foreign policy." 

"Finally, we must stand four
square on the proposition that Zion
ism is not an immigration or a 
refugee movement, but a movement 
t.-0 rebuild the Jewish State for the 
Jewish Nation in the Land of Is
rael. The classic textbook of Zion
ism is not how to find a home fo:r 
one hundred tfionsand Jewish refu
gees. The classic textbook of our 
movement is The Jewish State." 

The New Engfand Region, headed by Dr. Morton J. Robbins, was wen represented. "What troubles us deeply is not 
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1,000,000 Membership Goal Aim by 1950 
and another $20,000,000 would go to 
the Jewish National Fund for the 
acquisition of land for expanded 
Jewish development of Palestine. 

He deplored the fact that inter
governmental a g e n c i es notably 
UNRRA were being dissolved or 
weakened in their work and urged 
that American Jews be prepared for 
greater tasks to help the Jews of 
Europe in their struggle to find 

the speaker urged the adoption of 
such plans as will enable all 
branches of the organization to con* 
centrate upon a single objective at 
a given moment when so required. 
He cited the victory of the ZOA 
slate at the recent elections of 
American delegates to the Zionist 
Cm:Jg'l.iess as a concrete evidence of 
what concentrated effort can ac
complish. 

peace and security in the Jewish ~•11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111,1111111111111111111111111~ 

homeland. I ~- SUND A y=== '=== More Difficult Year ~ _ 

Calling for an even greater meas- ~ Afternoon 

ure of help in the coming :rear for ~111111111111111111111111111•1111111111111,1111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111?.; 

the survivors of Hitlerism, Mr. Son-

th B Reb•-ion (seated c,~nter) with the members of his delegation at Dr. Hyman Silver, head of e ronx 
neborn said that American Jews 
must anticipate "an even more dif

Silver Reelected 
President 

devised a secret weapon against op

pressed peoples in their struggle for 

national liberation," he declared. "It 

is a well-known weapon of psycho
logical and political warfare by 
which the forces of a struggling na
tionality seeking freedom and inde
pendence are skillfully divided 
against each other, wasting upon 
internal struggle and internecine 
war, the strength which should be 
husbanded for use against the ex
ternal enemy. It is a weapon not 
unknown to those who preside over 
the destinies of the British Empire. 

Deceptive Maneuvers 

"Shall we Zionists lend or expose 
ourselves to such maneuvers? Shall 
we endure it that those among our 
leaders, who out of deep conviction 
stand uncompromisingly by the offi
ciaJ Zionist position shall be decried 
as extremists, while others who may 
not share their convictions are held 
out as moderates, to be compli
mented on their moderation, praised 
.for their statesmanship and shower
ed with favor and esteem by those 
external factors that seek to accen
tuate division in our camp, to de
moralize oor forces, to disintegrate 
our Movement and defeat us from 
within? 

"Such maneuver,s are doomed to 
failure. There can be no division 
into moderates and extremists where 
basic Zionist principles are con
cerned. There will be no partition
ing of the Zionist movement even 
before there is a further partition 
of Palestine. 

"The time is long past when the 
future of Palestine and the fate of 
the Jewish people bound up with it, 
can be setled without us, over our 
heads or behind our backs. Zionism 
will strive unceasingly to achieve an 
amicable understanding and agree
ment with all parties concerned
but never at the price of surrender 
and self-betrayal." 

Declaring that "leaders of a strug-

the Convention. 

f ................. Si~~~y .................. 'J 
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Organizational Work 
and 

Palestine Funds 
The Sunday morning ses

sion, which was given over to 

oro·anizational work and Pal

estine funds, unfolded to the 

delegates a vivid picture of 

the manifold and diversified 

activities and achievements of 

the ZOA in the past year. 

Rabbi Leon I. Feuer presided 

at the organizational part of 

the session and Judge Morris 

Rothenberg presided over the 

session which heard report's 

on the Palestine funds. 

The reports submitted reflected the 
phenomenal organizational gro"".tb 
of the organization, its effective 
public relations and educational ac~ 
tivities and the ever-increasing 
role played by the ZOA districts in 
every community in assuming the 
leadership in Zionist fund-raising. 

At the organizational session, re
ports were rendered by Joseph Gold
berg on Membership; Milton Pollack, 
Finance Committee; Dr. S. Bern
stein, Palestine Bureau; Mendel 
Selig, Expansion Fund, in be~alf of 
Dewey Stone; Herman Weisman, 
Youth commission; Ra.bbi Arthur 
Lelyveld, Committee on Unity for 
Palestine. 

Reports by Dr. Israel Wechsler on 
the Hebrew University and Mendel 
Fisher, Charles Ress and Rudolf G. 
Sonneborn on the National Funds, 
completed the morning program. 

gling or revolutionary national 20,000 Arrive 

movement" are never persona grata Some 20,000 Jewish refugees reach
with those in power, and implying ed Palestine in one way or anoth~r 
that Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, presi- during the first eight months of this 
dent of the ZOA, was such a leader, year, it was revealed by Judg~ Roth

Dr. Neumann added: I enberg, president of the Jew!Sh Na-
tional Fund of America. 

Disturbs Complacency "Seven thousand came in July and 

!\ugust alone, not including those 
l'lho were transported to Cyprus," 
1e said. 

Figures cited by Judge Rothenberg 
;hawed that American Jewry's par
,icipation in the maintenance and 
!xpansion of Jewish Palestine reach
id its peak during the past year. 
ro the unprecedented sum of $50,
)00,000 spent by the Jewish Agency 
in Palestine, A m e r i ca n___ Jewry 
through the United Palestine Appeal 
comprising the Palestine Foundation 
Fund and the Jewish National Fund 
contributed nearly 80 per cent. 

During the past year, the Jewish 
National Fund established 25 new 
settlements and redeemed more than 
40,000 dunams of land, "despite the 
vicious and restrictive land Jaws," 
Judge Rothenberg stated. He called 
particular attention to the founding 
in one night by 1,000 Jewish pio
neers-among them 300 girls-of 12 
new agricultural settlements in the 
Negev, for centuries a barren desert 
zone, "which culminated three years 

of agricultural experimentation and 
proved beyond doubt that the Negev, 
if properly developed, is capable of 
supporting large scale Jewish set
tlement." 

ficult year." He added: 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver was 

reelected by acclamation pres

ident of the Zionist Organiza

tion of America for a second 

term at the afternoon session 
"Should President Truman's plan 

for the immediate transfer of 100,-
000 Jews become a reality, the over
all cost of their absorption in Pales
tine has been estimated at about 
$215,000,000, of which $120,000,000 is 
required in the first year," Judge 
Rothenberg said. 

"The collapse of intergovern
mental relief agencies, the dissolu
tion of UNRRA, the unanticipated 
pogrom atmosphere of Eastern Eu
rope, the exodus of Jews from East
ern Europe to the American zone of 
occupation in Germany and Austria 
in a desperate hope to reach Pales- of the 49th annual convention 

tine present problems whose magni- of the ZOA. Dr. Silver also 

tude cannot e·,en be fully eSUmated serves as executive chairman 
at this moment. I f h A . z· . t E 

"O • h 11 11 t o t e mencan ioms mer-nee again we s a ave o / . 
rouse American Jewry to new gency Councd. 

New JNF High 

heights of courage and responsibility The newly elected administration 
to meet the needs of our people. elected at the same session includes 
Again we shall require vision, devo- Honorary Vice-President, Dr. Harry 

An all high income of more than tion and fearlessness. Without Zion- Friedenwald; Past Presidents, Dr. 

$13,000,000, was raised by the Jewish ist dedication and leadership we Solomon Goldman, Dr. Israel Gold

National Fund during the past year shall fail our people," he declared. stein, Edmund r. Kaufman, Judge 

for the purchase of land in Pales- Despite the obstacles created by Louis E. Levinthal, Louis Lipsky, 

tine, it was reported by Mendel N. the British Government, Mr. Son- Judge Morris Rothenberg, Robert 

Fisher, executive director of the neborn stated, more than 20,000 Szold, Dr. Stephen s. Wise; Vice

Fund. This represented an increase Jewish refugees entered Palestine in Presidents, Rabbi Leon Feuer, Jacob 

of more than $6,000,000, over the the eight months from January 1st Fishman, Abraham Goldstein, Dr. 

previous year. to August 31st of this year and James G. Heller, Mortimer May, 

Mr. Fisher paid trib te to an 5,000 others reached the Rabbi Irving Miller, Dr. Emanuel 

leadership of the Fund's presi ent f the Jewish homeland but Neuman, A. A. Redelheim, Judge 

Judge Mortis Rothenbe , • • d ported by the British to Bernard A. Rosenblatt, Charles J. 

e n prp.niza ions, here they are now in de- Rosenbloom and Elihu D. Stone. 

the Zionist Organiza ion f ti! faon amps. Daniel Frisch was reelected chair-

B'nai Zion, and Hada~sa , w e e phasized that the immediate man of the National Administrative 

have aided in the fund-raisin tra-nsfe • and the speedy absorption Council; Treasurer, Abraham Good-

$40 Million For UPA in P--a estine of t~e largest_ possib!e man; Associate Treasurer, Mark 
$40 000 OO(t w,qi n,t,mrber of Jewish survivors m Sugarman. 

The record sum 
O 

' ' Un~ Erirope was the basic concern of The Chairman of the Nominations 
be received this yeal'I by 

th
e Um both of the funds which comprise Committee was Rabbi Irving Miller 

Palestine Appeal frori, 
th

e $lOO,OOO,- the United Palestine Appeal the of Woodmere, Long Island. 
000 campaign of the- United Jewisll central A m er 1· c a n fund-ra' LS. Ing 

o N d (The complete list of new officers 
Appeal for Refugees, vei'seas ee s agency for the support of every and members of the National Exec-

and Palestine, R~dolf G._ Sonnebo:~• phase of the development and up- utive Committee will be found else
of New York, Actmg Nati~nal Chan- building of the Jewish National 
man of the United Palestme Appeal, Home. where in this issue.) 

told the delegates. The efforts of American Jews in 
Paying tribute to the ZioniSts of behalf of Palestine through the 

America for their vision and leader- $100,000,000 United Jewish Appeal 
ship in bringing about united ac- should be a source of encouragement 
tion of American Jews for the re- to all Zionists in "a time when Zion
alization of the extraordinary $100,- ism faces frustrations and disap-
000,000 goal this year for the up- pointments," he said. 

building of Palestine, for the relief Mr. Sonneborn predicted that the 
and rehabilitation overseas and for full $100,000,000 quota of the United 
aid to refugees in the United states, Jewish Appeal would be realized this 
Mr. Sonnenborn warned that great- :,ear. 
er obligations faced the Jews of 
America in 1947 and that the Zion Pollack Reports 
ists must again aosume a position 
of leadership in saving the largest 
possible number of Jews in Europe 
through immediate and large-scale 
immigration to the Jewish National 
Home. 

Mr. Sonneborn reported that of 
the $40,000,000 to be received by the 
United Palestine Appeal froin the 
1946 United Jewish Appeal campaign, 
$20,000,000 would go to the Pales
tine Foundation Fund for the work 
of immigration, settlement, housing, 
retraining and economic development 

Milton Pollack, noted New York 
attorney, National Chairman of the 
ZOA Finance Committee, disclooed 
the completion of plans by his com
mittee for the consolidation and re
organization of the departmental 
set-up of the organization designed 
to meet the expanded program of 
activities in the coming year. 

Emphasizing the need for the 
Zionist Organization of America to 
adapt its administrative machinery 
to the ever-changing panorama on 
the political and educational scene, 

Frisch Assails 
British Imperialism 
Assailing the British Army's 

treatment of Palestine's Jews 
as "a brazen violation of the 
international code" and as 
"rape and plunder at their 
lowest possible level and their 
most sadistic forms," Daniel 
Frisch, chairman of the ZOA 
National Administrative Coun-
cil, saw in the Palestine situa

tion a replica of Britain's mis

treatment of colonial America. 

He applied the slogan, "Eng

land ueber Alles" to British 

.policy. 
Addressing a Political Affairs ses

sion Sunday afternoon at the Con-

A caucus session of the Brooklyn Region delegates, headed by Benjamin G. Browdy. 
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OUR BATTLE FOR JEWISH STATEHOOD 
by 

DR. ABBA HILLEL SILVER 
President of the Zionist Organization of America 

Fellow Zionists: 
We are primarily intere ted in the political ituation which confront 

us. We are at the moment dangerou ly becalmed. The London on

ference which the Jewi h Agency refu ed to attend becau e e en th mini

mal condition which it set were rejected has been po tpon d until the 

middle of December. It has been reported that the Briti h Go rnment 

, ill release from pri on the member of the Executi e of the J wi h 
Agency who are now in Latrun and perhaps om other pri on r if the 

Agency will officiall renounce or condemn all iol nt r i tan . It i not 

clear , hat all thi implie . The Government has made it cl ar ho, e er, 

that if the E ecuti e of the Jewi h Agenc will d cide to att nd th Lon

don onference, it will be on the ha i not of the A ncy propo al but 

on the Grad -Morri on propo d . o conce ion what oever have b en 

made to increa e h number of Jewi h immigrant into Pal tin b fore 

the Conference reconvene . 
e are al o markin time on the m t id nt Truman' action 

taken on October ,th he by in a f r lie tat m nt h a ain 

called upon the Bri i h Go • rnment in ~e }1 fact that th London 

Conference had b n adjourn d and the ,J- _ a approachin . to per-

mit a uh tantial irnmicrration into P le tine at once. The en ra] impre~ 

ion i that the Pr ident ha auain be n rebuffed by Prime Mini t :~---,_ 

ttl . ~ ·hat forth r action will no\! b taken no one e m to kno~ ~ 5 • 

It mig~t he weH LO I evi~~ ~}'itvfJnt'•o:y :.re ~ttitu~ of ~Gov-
rnment toward our cau ill ~~ -M ~1sht m faun b char-

acterized a one of mer hen olent neutrality. Our Go mm nt wa at 

all tim kindly di po ed at lea t a far a the hief E ecuti , a con

cerned but it per i ted in doing nothina about it. It wa fa hionabl for 

public official from the high t to the lowe t both in the 1 ai lative and 

th E ecuti e bran he of our go ernment to i e warm endor m nt to 

our mo ement and it , a nerally a um d even amon many Zioni ts 

that that , a all that could r ally be e pe ted from our Go ernm nt. Thi 

attitude per i l d en aft r the bite Paper of 19 9 , a i ued by the 

Briti h Governm nt. Our o rnment made no prote t what o r again t 

thi unilateral and illeual action of the Briti h Go ernment which cl ar1y 

violated the nglo-American Convention of 1924. 

iUB.J~GF A:7/mDED 

hen th nit tate nt red the World War even the attitude of 

bene olent neutrality " a abandon d. By 1942 the ubject of Zionism 

had bP.come taboo in Wa hington. I called the attention of the Zionists of 
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America to this fact. In an addre . , hich as Chairman of t~~ United 
Palestine Appeal I delivered in Philad lphia in fa 1943.., ""1.thin the 
la t few months" I tated "a if by concerted action there has et in a 
very definite and noticeable , ithdrawal on the part of the official family 
from anything which might e en remote! sugge t a recoanition or en
dorsement of the Jewi h Homeland in Pale tine." The word had gone 
through Washington that during the duration of the war, the ubject of 
Zionism should be avoided. This became the official line but Zioni t lead
ers preferred to remain blithely una, are of it. The clamor of the Jews of 
the world to help save their doomed brothers in Europe by opening the 
doors of Palestine was deftly detoured into a number of phoney inter
governmental refugee conference . 

U. S. COM H'ITED 
It was clear that a change had to be forced in thi attitude in W a h

ington for our cau e if it , a e er to ha e a chance. Our demands had to 
be placed on the aaenda of the politica thouaht and concern not alone 
of the United States but of the , orl II through 1943 , e carried on 
an energetic campaign o acranda and organization on a 
scale commensurate with the urgency d size of the problem. A high-
water mark was reached that year in he great a embly of the demo
cratically elected American Jewish C nference which wa held in the 
city of ew York. At thi conferenc not only , re the con ictions of 
American Jewry touching the Jewi alth crystallized and 
made vocal but notic a er ed up mini tration that the 
de perate plight of world Jewry ca ot be .. ,.!c ... ~ i...~~'J ere word and expres-
ions of sympathy and that our go ernm nt a not pu h the ubject of 

Pale tine out of mind. '.Am ri an l wr loo ~ o 1t go ernment to cham
pion the riaht of the Jewish p opl to Pale tine for our government 
tood committed to th e riah The re olution '\! ere brought to the 

attention of our tat Departm t. But nothincr happened. 

EXPEDIE C 

March 1 194 , a th deadline t by the " 'hite Paper. fter that 
date no mor J , o r and abo e tho who , ould be permitted to 
enter on what remained of th 75,000 c rtificate , hich had not been di -
tributed were to be permitted to nt r Pale tine e cept by the con nt of 
the Arab . We accordinpl, int n ifi d our political a tion urgina the abro
gation of the White Ptper./Zioni t re olution , ere introduced into both 
hou e of Con re in the ,arl month of 191 .. on the e e of the White 
Paper deadline. A thorough can a of onar con inced u that the 
re olution , ould be o n helming} adopted. But uddenl the ar D -
partment undoubted I , ith the full kno, led a of the dmini tration 
intervened on the ground of militar . p diencv. and action on the re o
lution wa indefinite} po tponed., Ther , a ,;id pr ad di appointm nt 
and trong expre ion of di ati faction. a re ult. Pre ident Roo evelt 
received Dr. i e and me at the White Hou on arch 9th and author
ized us to i ue on hi behalf. a tatement in , hich the Pre ident declared 
that "the American Go ernment had n r ai n it appro al to the White 
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Paper of 1939." The Pre ident's statement thus broke a long, and to the 
Jews of Europe, a dreadfull co tly ilenc . .early fi e year had elap d 
since the i uance of the ·white Paper and all throuah that time our G V· 

ernment had not regi tered a ingle objection. M anwhil million of our 
people peri bed. 

Unfortunately this declaration of the Pre ident was not follow d up 
by any official repre entation to the Briti h Go rnm nt and a if to 
indicate that the Pre ident's statement had not implied any new departure 
on the part of our Government in its policy toward Pale tine, a tele
gram was sent by the State Department with the approval of the Pre • 
ident to the heads of the Arab countrie renewing the a urance which 
had previously been given to them that no decision on Pale tine \ ould be 
reached without full con ultation with both Arabs and Je\ ' . uch as
surance were not at all called for, nor were they at all in the pirit of 
the Anglo-American Convention. The first time that this assurance had 
been given to the Arabs was in May of 1943. The Zioni ts of America 
were, of course, never informed of these private a urance , hich had 
been given. 

PRO-ZIONIST PARTY PLANKS 

We continued our inten i e political action throughout 1944. Our 
country wa approaching a national election. We u ceeded in having 
pro-Zioni t plank introduced into t ' e platform of both the major politi
cal partie in June ancLluly. • th t riear. n October the War Depart-
ment announced that the mili. .. o- o ns • -hich were re pon ihle 
for its oppo ition to the ale -tine r -ol • • no lon CY r a strong a 
factor a they had been. Qi!_ Octobe - 1 ' i ent Roo ev lt through 
Senator Wagner sent _to tq,e Couve- tio 1,.~ l~vi• & Zioni t 0r 0 anization of 
America, a me age in hich be e -P sed :i • 'sati faction that ' in accord 
with th traditional American polic , and in keeping with the spirit of 
the Four Freedoms th D mocratic Party at its July Con ntion 'thi year 
included a plank in it platform- we favor the opening of Pale tine to 
unre tricted immigration and colonization, and uch a policy a to re ult 
there in th e tabli hm nt of a fre and democratic Jewi h Common
''tr alth.' Efforts will b made to find appr priate wa s and mean of 
effectuating thi policy a oon a po ible. I know how long and ard ntly 
the Je, i h people ha e , orked and prayed for the e tabli hment of Pales• 
tine as a free and democratic Jewi h Commonwealth. I am convinced 
that the American people gi e their upport to this aim, and if reelected, 
I hall help to bring about it realization." 

STILL O RESULTS 

But thi admirable tatement too. wa not followed up by any action. 
On the contrar , hen on the ha i of thi pu lie endor ement of Zioni m 
by the Pre id nt of the nited late and on the ha i of the political 
platforms of both parlie ~ and the , ithdra, al of the objections of the 

ar Department the Pal tine re olution wa re-introduced in Congress, 
the Pre ident and hi administration reui tered the mo t tubborn and 
violent oppo ition to it pa age. The story i well-known to you and 
ne d not be rehear ed here. Action on the re olution wa po tponed he-
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cause of the opposition of the Executive. Some Zionist leaders a~tually 
collaborated with the Admini tration in the defeat of the resoluhon on 
the vague promise that something , ould be done some day for our cau~e 
if Zionists would not press for it in Conare . This led to an upheaval m 
our rank , which fortunately i no, a matter of history. 

In February of 1945 Pre ident Roo evelt, follo, ing the Yalta Con
ference, met with lbn Saud and di cu ed Pale tine with him. What actu
ally transpired at that Conference did not become known to the public 
until the corre pondence between lbn Saud and the President dated March 
10th and April 5th was made public ix months later. In this correspond
ence, the President assured lbn Saud a 0 ain that no deci ion with re peel 
to the basic condition in Pale tine , ould be taken without full consulta
tion with both Arabs and Je, s and that the Pre ident would take no 
action which might prove hostile to the Arab people. Since the attitude 
of the Arab people was quite well-known to the President and was made 
absolutely clear to him by lbn Saud this assurance meant that no action 
whatsoever would be taken to change the tatu quo, which was keeping 
the Jews out of Palestine. 

MORE STATEME TS 
But on March 16th three week before the e a surances were given to 

lbn Saud President Roo evelt, upon his return from his meeting with 
lbn Saud declared publicly. ' I made my position on Zionism clear in 
October-that position I have not chang hall continue to seek to 
bring about its earlie t realization." 

Thus the situation throuahout the Roose11e n;~;ai(Ul)ini tration is clear. 
The United States Government wa determm take no action what-
oever and wa makin a no reRre en ation ·, hatsoever to the British 

Government either to open the door of Pale tine to Je, i h immigration 
or to live up to the obliaation , hich it had a urned under the mandate. 
But for home con umption. tatem nt , • re i !:,Ued from time to time and 
on strateo-ic oc a ion to a ure the Jew of merica that the Governm nt 
of the nited tale , a heartily in ympathy , ith them and their a pira
tion • Tho e Zioni t lead r , ho drew att ntion to the e imple fact wer 
marked off as enemie of the Admini tration a covert agent for the 
oppo ition political part . or a rouo-h and ine perienced men who did 
not know the subtletie of diplomac and the refinement of true late -manship. 

0 ACTIO HATSOEVER 
The situation did not change at fir t under the Truman admini tra

tion. A urance identical with tho • en b Pre ident Roo evelt were 
also given to the Arab early in hi admini tration b Pre ident Truman. 
Thu all through the year of the , ar and until Auo-u t 31 t of la t ear 
when President Truman ent hi letter to Prime ini ter Attlee reque t
ing that 100 000 certificate for the immiaration of J e, to Pale tine be 
granted not~ing what oever but ab olutel nothing. wa done by our 
government m behalf of our cau to carr out the wil I of the American 
people the re olution of the onar of the nited tate or the term 
of the Anglo-American Convention of 192 . 
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CONGRESS MORE POSITIVE 

The action of Pre ident Truman in connection , ith the 100 000 refu
gees marked a welcome turning point not to be sure in American policy 
on Pale tine, but in the sustained policy of doing nothing, to help Jews 

get into Palestine. It wa made clear by the President that his request was 
made on purely humanitarian ground and had no political implications, 
and a surance were given to the Arab tates that the Pre ident's letter to 

Mr. Attlee did not imply any change in this government's policy toward 
Palestine. Pre ident Truman opposed the resolution on Palestine which 
was reintroduced in Congress in October of la t year although he did 
support the resolution , hen he was a Senator. The Palestine resolution, 

you will recall, in spite of his opposition, and the opposition of the 
Secretary of State, was adopted by the Senate of the United States on 
December 17th, 1945, and by the House on December 19th. In hi latest 

book, "Where Are We Heading "Mr. Sumner Welles•commenting on th 
action of Congress state , the position taken by the legislative branch of 

the Government was firm, tonic and enlightened as ha often been the 
case in recent months. The Congress favored a foreign policy that wa 
far more positive than that of the Exeootive, and far more likely to fur
ther a healthy world recon truction." But regardless of what his po ition 
on Zionism was, President Truman was at least trying to do something 1 
concrete to help Je\ s get into Pales ine. He found it po sible to maintain 
that the admi sion of 100 000 Jews would ot con titute a change in the 

basic situation in Pale thw and did nv '"'.~~~..... prior con ultation with 
the Arabs- a thought hich h • d ne er~~~~o his predece or. Pres-
ident Truman s letter marked a real te l~~lttt n the direction of inter• 

vening actively ~n the Palestine situ~tio~~ t -r to put an end to w}~at 
had developed mto a dangerou lema ut the hand of the Chief 
Executive oon faltered. In tead of pressin vigorously and with all the 

authority and prestige of our government upon Mr. Attlee to accede to 
hi reque t he accepted his refusal and yielded to his counter-propo al 
for a joint Committee of Inquiry, a needle inquiry a palpable delaying 

device and an excu e for inaction. 

U FORTUNATE TACTICS 

This was mo t unfortunate. The Labor Government of Great Britain 
, a in far greater need of American political cooperation and financial 

a i tance than l e tood in need of Great Britain. he n w Labor Govern
ment wa pres ing for a large American loan anH for American backing 
on many diplomatic sector . It i inconceivable that if the Pre ident and 
th admini tr tion had made this matter of 100,000 a resolute sine qua 
non that favorable action on hi reque t would not ha e been found. 

Tffli~,l-A&¥-•-lff~-ff"'WC~~a our a·--.~-u~e.-jf-~~ 

tO\ ar;';l~t--rrf71-6We were not oppo ed to the Briti h loan. We felt how

ever that action on it hould be po tponed until Great Britain had met 
her respon ibilitie toward Palestine and had revoked its illegal mea!-
ure , hich are keeping hundred of thou and of our unfortunate war• 
ravaged refuo- es from entering Palestine. The American Government had 

a clear directive from the Congress of the United States on ~ubject. 

~--• " 



f It would have been perfectly proper for our government to posit as a 
prior condition for the granting of a loan to Great Britain, the fulfill
ment on the part of Great Britain of her international obligations tow a rd 
the Jewish ational Home. Foreign loans are very frequently used by 
governments including Great Britain to achie e political objectives. This 

~ 
is neither improper nor unusual. Tw " eeks ago, our State Department 
suspended permanently the remaini g $ 0,000,000 and the $50,000,000 
credit to Czecho lo akia and asked he Export and Import Bank to sus
pend negotiations with Czechoslov ia for another $50 000 000 credit be-
cause our government did not 1 • the criticism which was emanating 
from that country concerning A ica's economic imperialism. 

Some time ago our Governm t suspended economic negotiations with 
Poland because that coun ry fai d to measure up with our demand for a 
free flow of news and for free ections. Why then was it out of place for 
our government to defer acti n on the British loan , hich by the way, 
was not approved of by the ajority of the American people, until Great 
Britain fulfilled her interna 1onal obligations in an area where o much 
of human misery and suffer ng were in olved? Are criticism of the United 
States go ernment in Cze oslo akia and the holding of free elections in 
Poland more serious in ature than the rescue of hundreds of thousands 
of human beings who e ery right of law and humanity were entitled 
to find refuge in Pale me? The great concern of the Administration and 
its feverish activity prior to the consi eratiion of the loan in the House, 
indicated that the passage of the loan va d • el · in doubt. Enough of 
our friends had rallied to pur sidel in (Id tien. . [P.Se who were oppo ed 
to the loan on other groun s to mak t e n · ment of action very 
likely. Had this happenl_d I . pirsu de ,,. " government of Great 
Britain , ould ha e acted very: 4uicJd • a, , w;.t;~~&tt:ki--ha:ve-"1!.ive:rnrrs-m~ 

ndous olitical re ti , e • • __ 
t.ioAs 1Nith.. the British g6 termncnr. But the unexpected action of oue pf ~. iJJ, h 
o.u;U~lWi~Lea~i:e who in clear disregard of understandings reached in 
hi presence by the Emergency Council came forth as the champion of 
the loan in the name of Americanism, demoralized and scattered our 
friends in Congress. They could see no sen e in oting against an Admin-
istration mea ure to help the Zionist cause when a Zionist leader him elf 
stepped forth a it champion. • • • , 
t.Q&-Hlt@e._It a hortly after thi beau geste that the measures against 
the Jewish refugees coming to Haifa were intensified and their deporta-
tion to Cyprus began a few weeks after the passage of the British loan. • 
This was Great Britain's grateful quid pro quo. 

CORRECT EVALUATION 

I come back to the Anglo-American Committee of Inquiry. You may 
recall that I urged that our mo ement should ignore it and hould not 
appear before it e pecially since Mr. Bevin made it very clear that the 
real purpo e of this commi ion wa to liquidate the Zioni t movement. 
I was of cour e again marked off as a hot-headed e tremist. After months 
later an American member of thi ommittee publicly acknowledged, at 
a great prote t meeting in Madi on Square Garden that I had been right 
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in urging rejection of thi 
the political situation. 

ommilt e and that I had correctly e aluated 

SHAM AND DELAY 

The Committee you will recall, made ten recommendation -among 
them , as a recommendation for immediate action authorizing th im
mediate admission of 100 000 Jews into Palestine-that the e certificates 
should be awarded in 1946 as far as possible. There wa a second pro
posal that the re trictions and land regulations be re cinded and replaced 
by regulations ha ed on a policy of freedom in the ale of land irrespec
tive of race, community or creed. When President Truman made public 
thi report on April 30th, he stated "I am very happy that the request 
which I made for the immediate admis ion of 100 000 J e, s into Pale tine 
has been unanimou ly endor ed by the Committee of Inquiry. The tran -
fer of these unfortunate people should now be accompli hed with the 
greatest di patch ... in addition to the e immediate objective the r port 
deals with many other que tions of long range political policie and ques
tions of international la, which require careful tud and which require 
careful tudy and which I will take under ad isement." Thi wa a ound 
just and statesmanlike po ition to take. Unfortunat ly here again the 
hand of the Chief Executive soon faltered. \'(Then Prime lini ter Attlee 
took violent exception to his po ition, the President fail d to follo, 
through and our Stale Department . nnounced that no immediate action 
would be taken in behal of die e hu . sand and , ithout fir t 
acting on all the other .recolnmenda o • ort. On May 20th the 
State Department wen h,-~u:gh he I o io..J\1NP1' n iting Arab and Je, i h 
r pre entative to present tlieir v'iews on • e · mendation of the om~ 
mittee a if their view -, were not al eady~'1 

, ~ known. 
Becau e of the • gorous protest hicb was made against the Stat De~ 

partment it was f reed to issue a statement on fay 22nd attemp • g to 
reconcile it own osition with t t of the Pre ident. It nai ly ge ted 
that it invitatio to Arab and Jewi h repre entati e to pr nt their 

t and quick t mean~i>-...,_._..i a effecli. e. lulWHJ 
<>1-...08-f~~mJSJdealt witn in.,...-. .. ,..,Llo . ' W refu ed to cooperate ho, . 
e er, in this pa pable and tr r aim d at further d lay. 

BEVIN'S INFAMOU SL R 

Under pre ure of public opinion the Pre ident then appointed on 
June 11th, a Cabinet Committee on Pale tine con istinn- of the Secretaries 
of State, of War and of Treasur . In so doing the Pre ident declared 
that he wa appointing thi Committee to assist him in the 'early con
sideration of the recommendation of the nglo-Am rican ommittee of 
Inquiry" in view of the urgency of the olution of variou problem re
lating to th Je, s in Europe and Pal tin . Foreign ecretary Erne t 
Be in repli d to thi action of the Pre ident by a peech which he deliv
ered at the Briti h Labor onference at Bournemouth on June 12th in 
which he hurled that infamou lur again t the Jews of ew Y 0rk-r.e• 
p ated the canard about the Zioni t wi hing to e tabli h an exclu ively 
racial tale in Palestine and proclaimed that if we put 100 000 Jews 
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into Palestine tomorrow, I would have to put another division of troops 
there. I am not prepared to do it." 

)19€KER: .. f OF MJTONOMY 
After another delay, American technical experts were sent to London 

to meet with British experts and to work out the logistics in connection 
with the transfer of the hundred thou and. This Committee completed its 
work, but again nothing happened. Finally, the Cabinet Committee dis
patched to London its three deputy members to meet with the British, not 
to get the hundred thousand Jews moving into Palestine, but to work out 
the implementation of all the recommendations of the Committee of In
quiry. Attlee and Bevin won their point. The results of the labors of 
these deputy members was the well-known Grady-Morrison report.~ 
~1,,U,,1.-u.~-.1·• -tfeSh in yO'ttl'-lll.inds What the report recommended was not 
a plan for implementing the recommendations of the Committee on In
quiry, but an utterly new and radically different, substitute plan. It 
recommended a scheme of provincial autonomy for Palestine whernin the 
Jewish people would be restricted to an area of some 1400 square miles. 
Jewish immigration would be permitted in that zone, up to its absorptive 
capacity which would be determined by the Mandatory power or trustee 
government. A mockery of self-government was outlined. Great Britain 
would remain the sole trustee with increased power over an indefinite 
period-Great Britain would also r,e_ ain in absolute control of a large 
zone of its own. The Ameriean govern n.cr •l'\J!'l,I\ oo the cooperation of 
the Arabs to this plan hy a bribe of 

,,_.>. 

On the advice of Secrela,irJ bf State Br.,· ~~+ President Truman was 
prepared to approve this report for the American Government. His heart 
was so set on getting 100 000 Jews into Pale tine that he was prepared to 
accept any arrangement regardless of what sacrifices were involved of 
fundamental Jewish rights. T sto.c.y ..of _ho e President was persuaded 
at the very last moment from withholding American approval to this / 
scheme so palpabl wrong-headed unjust and o violati e of the rights of 
the Jewish people,e will some day be fully told. It is a tribute to the loy-
alty, devotion and discipline of the Zionists of America. 

/ 

THE AGENCY PROPOSAL 
It was at this juncture after the rejection of the Grady plan by the 

American Go ernment, that the Executive of the Jewish Agency came for
ward with its partition proposal as a solution for the Pale tine problem. 
An emissary of the Jewish Agency, Dr. ahum Goldmann brought the e 
proposals to Wa hington and pre ented them to the members of the Cabi
net Committee and to other . As to the wisdom of the action of the Execu-
tive and the manner in whi~n it deci ions were carried out in Wa hing
ton, I shall peak later on m my report. At the moment I am intere ted 
in recording the sequence of e ents and their implication. Thi emissary 
reported that the. members of the Cabinet Committee ap roved the pro
posals of the Jew1 h Agency. It was not made clear, however, that in ap-
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proving these propo als, our government did not accept them as govern
ment policy and did not transmit them to Great Britain as the proposals 
of the American Government. They , ere tran mitted as the proposals of 
the Jewish Agency. The President of the~ United States, before very long 
took occasion to point out specifically ta& statement issued on Augu t 

16th that ' although the Pre ident has been exchanging views with Prime 
Minister Attlee on the subject this government has not presented any 
plan of iLs own for the solution of the problem of Palestine." The British 
Government drew the full implication from this tatement of the Presi
dent. The proposals did not have the authority of the American Govern
ment behind them. It was not surpri ing that all the efforts of the Execu
tive of the Jewish Agency in the two months from the middle of August 
to the middle of October to per uade the British Government to accept 
partition as a basis for negotiations, failed completely. All the long
drawn out negotiations resulted in nothing, and during those two months, 
the American Government acted as though it had done all that had been 
requested of it-it had tran rnitted the Agency propo als to London-and 
what more did the Jews want? It gave the impre ion of having washed 
its hands of the entire matter even the ubject of the hundred thousand 
refugees seemed to have been helved(This was all that was really ac
compli hd by the floating Je, i h amba ador in Wa hington. 

FORTHRIGHT 

is • _that 4111~~A! ist Emergency Council 
been v10 ent y pus . . ~~ t1m~fJlshington scene by the 

gency emis again ent into i, ensified campaign. The 
approaching mber elections o u o able opportunity. It is at 

such times that government in democracies a:re more sensitive to the ex
pressions and sentiments of its citizen . A Political Actions Committee 
was organized to mobilize the Je, i h citizen of America to demand in 
the name of American principl sand American commitments, action from 
our government in connection with Pale Line. Our purpose was not to 
elicit another statement from the hite Hou e. Of the e, the records show 
that we ha e had quite a numb r. e erlhel the pre sure of aroused 
and indignant public opinion was o great that on October 4th, the Pres
ident did issue a statement. It was a long statement of some 1500 words 
in which the President re iewed the Admini tration's efforts regarding 
Palestine- a rather unconvincing record -~iMr-wl:tert-t,'1'e!!Cr.~H~-MM~"""'

Jl1i,wstraliou... The Pre idenl strongly urged that in iew of the po tpone
ment of the London Conference to December 16th, "that substantial im
migration into Pale~tine cannot a, ait a olution to the Palestine problem 
and that it should begin at once. Pr paration for this movement have 
already been made by thi go ernment and it i ready to lend its immedi
ate a si tance.' Thi , a a forthrirrht and admirable statement and in 
making it the Pre ident , ent back to the po ition which he took before, 
upon the publication of the report of the ommittee on Inquiry. He sepa
rated the hort-term recommendation from the long-term recommenda
tion and demanded immediate acLion , here action was immediately 

imperative. 
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With reference to the ultimate solution for Palestine, the President 
took note of the Agency's proposals to "solve the Palestine problem by 
means of the creation of a viable Jewish state in control of its own im
migration and economic policies in an adequate area of Palestine, instead 
of in the whole of Palestine." It was his belief that a solution along these 
lines would command the support of public opinion in the United States. 
However, the President still did not commit the United States Govern
ment to the Agency proposals-"! cannot believe," he stated, "that the 
gap between the proposals which have been put forward ( the Grady
Morrison plan and the Agency plan) is too broad to he breached by men 
of reason and good-will. To such a solution our government could give 
its support." In other words, while the United States definitely ref used 
to give its support to the Agency proposals, it is prepared to give its sup
port to a compromise proposal as between partition, which is the Agency 

" pxoposal, and the Grady-Morrison plan. T is is a far cry from endorsing 
the Jewish State i terms of what the flo ting spokesman for the Jewish 
Agency has so ne ly and so attracti ely e.fined for himself in the public 
press. President oose elt, you , ill re 11, did go much farther in this 
regard than did resident Truman. P esident Roosevel stated that he 
was convinced th t the American people gave their support to the estab
lishment of Pale tine ( that is to say, he whole of Pal stine) as a free 
and democratic ewish Commom ealt and if r,e-electe• he would help 
to bring about it realization. 

PALE TINES 

Here is where the i['oad ends a o li,J,lt.i~c:~t. It remains to he seen 
whither it will lead from here- o~. Th hu -5 r tlf' usand Jews are still in 

-:\.,, 

the detention camps. The gates of Pa estine still closed. 
o one questions the sincerity of r,esident Truman. He has evidenced 

time and again a deep humanitarian interest in the problem of Jewish 
refugees. He would like to see a great number of them go to Palestine. 
He regards that as one of the major solutions of the refugee problem. 
What troubles us deeply is not merely his failure to achieve any results
hut the doubt which is widespread among so many as to whether our 
government actually did employ and is employing its full strength, weight 
and diplomatic apparatus to get result . We cannot he]p but feel that if 
the Administration had been one-tenth a concerned with this problem as 
it was with the problem of insuring favorable action on the British loan, 
that the Jews would now he moving in great numbers into Palestine. 

READY TO HAIL TRUMAN 

We would he glad of the opportunity to applaud President 
Truman. The five million Jews of the United States stand ready 
to hail him and his administration as soon as their weary and 
suffering brethren in Europe begin arriving in Palestine. 

I have dwelt at great length on the attitude of the Government of the 
United tates to our cau e. I have said little or nothing about the attitude 
of Great Britain which is after all the Mandatory Government of P .Jles
tine and the Government which has the prime obligation and responsi-

12 



,.. 

f. 

bility in the matter and the ultimate deci ion. I ha e done o for two 
reasons. The Go ernment of the United State i after all our Govern
ment. As citizens we can turn to it for redre s and becau e this i a 
democracy, also for an explanation and an accounting. It is quite ea y to 
criticize a foreign government. We must be equally a frank in the criti
ci m of our own Go ernment. Here. howe er party intere t and other 
conflicting loyaltie frequently get in the , ay and we are inclined to 
apologize for, overlook and generally shield our Government where onl 
just and forthright criticism could correct the ituation. 

U. S. SUPPORT ECESSARY 

In the second place, I am per uaded that only as the nited States is 
brought into the picture very affirmatively and a a trong and dependable 
ally of our5 will we make any progre s at all with Great Britain in a 
final settlement of Pale tine. The Go ernment of Great Britain wants 
neither the Biltmore program nor partition nor a unitary state a en
visaged by the Anglo-American Committee of Inquiry. It want no politi
cal arrangement for Pale tine which will uh tantially increa e the Je, i h 
population there, or reduce its own firm and ind finite control o er that 
country. It , ill re ort to e ery device to defeat a ju t olution. Unle the 
Government of the United tate can be per uad d energeticall to inter
vene on the ha i of its commitment nd in the name of ju tice and hu
manity and for the sake of peace in he ea Ea t.,, where peace i very 
vital to its own intere t aqd in t ,,e-, in er , orld nothing , ill be 
done. If the United States ill r olv to • • _ e leLter and the spirit 
of the Palestine fandate are:-fa1t 1.fu ly c~(t!jfarrJo t, and will make that 
one of the major ohjecti e p-1 it& fo eig ~ ~ o which it will devote 
itself persistently and __ agr..e r\\'ely, sit l_:i_-~ egun to do with other 
political problems in other parts of t e world, omething d finite will be 
achieved and that speedily. That i why we ha e placed o much impor .. 
tance on persuading our Go ernment not to tre t the Pale tine problem 
as an incident on the periphery of it world-wide diplomatic activitie , to 
which it turn its attention only , hen prodd d by an unhappy electorate 
but to put it along , ith the other major political qu tions of the hour 
at the very center of it foreign policy. For Pale tine is a major inter
national political problem to , hich far- ighted late men have pointed 
to, time and again as containing di astrous -explosive po ibilities for 
the peace of the world. 

A BLACK CHAPTER 

There is no u e de oting much of our time to a critici m of what 
Great Britain has done in Pale tine during the year and what it is doing 
at the moment. It i indeed a black chapter of , hich the people of Great 
Britain I am ure will ne er be proud. The tory of helple refugee 
turned a, ay from the door of Pale tine by tear-ga and fire ho e and 
forcibly moved from the door of the J , i h ational Home to deten
tion camps in Cypru the ruthle s de truction of Je, i h ettlements the 
impri onm nt of the leaders of the Jewi h Agency and their detention 
without trial, and the iron military dictatorship which has been clamped 
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on that country all the e are pages from the Dark Ages. In modern times 
only Fasci t Italy and azi Germany could offer parallels to such bar
barism. It is a great pity that the friendly and sympathetic people of 
Great Britain are being invol ed by their blundering Government in such 
practices. The e practice are poisoning the relationship between the Jew
i h people and the people of Great Britain and, as Mr. Harold J. Laski 
pointed out the other day they are also poi oning the hope of that crea
tive understanding between the United States and Great Britain so vital 
to the peace of the world. ;I have rarely seen goodwill thrown away," 
declared Mr. La ki by mi judgment so great and o unnecessary. I do 
not know upon whom Ir. Attlee relies for his opinion of the American 
attitude. I can only say that I am certain American indignation will grow 
unless he takes step to alter a policy , hich is an abysmal failure. He has 
not too much time to avert one of those catastrophes from which there is 

. " no recovermg. 

NEGATIVE RESULTS 
The action of the Executi e of the Je, i h Agency which was taken in 

Pari on Augu t 5th to the effect that "it is prepared to discuss a proposal 
for the e tabli hment of a viable Jewish State in an adequate area of 
Palestine" mu t in the la t analy i be judged by its results. Results 
so far have been entirely negative. The high hope which was entertained 
by the member of the Executive that their partition proposal, repre
senting as it did 'a upreme acrifice in ord to acilitate an immediate 
lasting settlement" to quote the word o . h ' \l eizmann's letter to 
the British Colonial Secretary, would be q i cpepted and would help 
to clear up the dangerou P.Olitical log-jai;n ~ ,_,

1
had developed, did not 

materialize. ~ r.::- ,,.~ 
I am inclined to believe that the action of the Executive was an error 

of judgment. To question the judgment of the Executive is not to chal
lenge the authority of the Jewish Agency. The Executive is only an instru
mentality of the Jewish Agency, and it is charged with carrying out its 
policie . At the time of the vote on partition, the Executive had not con
sulted either the maller or the Larger Actions Committee of our move
ment which alone have the authority to act for our movement in the 
interim between Congre e . When the E ecutive of the Jewish Agency 
acted on partition in Pari , there was but one binding Zionist policy to 
guide it-ihe one which was reaffirmed as late as August, 1945 by the 
post-war Zionist Conference in London and this policy was opposed to 
partition. "There can be no solution," tated the London Political Re olu
tion, "to the in eparable twin problems of the Jewish people and Pale . 
tine except by con tituting it undivided and undimini hed as a Jewish 
State in accordance with the original purpo e of the Balfour Declaration." 

Thi policy by the way i till the only authentic and binding policy 
for the Zioni t mo ement. There i no other and there will be no other 
until the orld Zioni t Congre alters or revi e it. hen and if it doe 

' it will be binding upon e eryone who recognize and ace pts it authority. 
e que tioned the , i dom of the Executive of the Jewi h Agency to 

make the radical decision which it did make and to proceed to act forth
with upon it in its contacts with governments, without fir t receiving ap-
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proval of either the Sma1ler or Larger Actions Committees not to speak 
of the Congress itself. Our movement was thus confronted with a fait 
accompli. The explanation which has been given that the situation 
called for the greatest speed has not been e tablished by ubsequent 
events. The Executive did move rapidly and precipitously but moved 
toward nothing. We are not unmindful of the sincere and honorable 
motives which moved the members of the Executive in Paris to make 
their decision. The tragic plight of European Jewry, the de perate po i
tion of the refugees and the mood of the beleaguered Yishuv, all 
undoubtedly were factors in the decision. evertheless, as events have 
demonstrated,- their decision did not correct any of the e tragic ituation . 

We also que tion the method which w;is employed in a certaining 
wh t r the American or the British Gover ment would be prepared to 
accept e partition proposal. There were many wa s in which such 
informati could have been readily obtained without the nece sity of 
a prelimin y formal vote of approval of partition a deci ion which 
could hardly e expected to remain secret for long. It could have been 
obtained witho dramatically flying an emi ary from Pari to Wa h
ington, whose c ing was heralded by ensational di patches from 
Paris announcing at an emissary was arriving to di cu with the 
President of the Un· ed States a Jewi h Agency plan for Pale tine. 
There was a sufficient n _ her of Zi(Jni t leaders left in the United State 
who could have obtaine that information quietly and quickly in the 
ordinary course of their w k • W s • ngt .... .... ._.,_.-. v criticize the manner 
in which the mission of the -1 h g,e e rried out by its emis
sary in Washington. The story as b e ,-,~""" . ....,..---.. ·-.- will be told in fullest 
detail at the World Z:ioni t Con0 ess S ~.11•1'"'~ '" i state that agreements 
which were reached by the . er an Z1 ~ i ·~+ 'mergency Council and 
Dr. Goldmann on his arriv~l in hington, agreement which later 
information proved to have b en in co plete conformity with the Jetter 
and pirit of the deci ion of the Ex c ive were ignored and flouted 
by Dr. Goldmann. We agfeed unanimous Dr. Goldmann concurring, 
that neither he nor we ould propo e a p tition plan to the Cabinet f 
ommittee or other Ametican official , that w would not try to " ell" 

them partition or to ttll them that the Jewi Agency wants it. We 
ould continue to pre for the implementation f the hort-rano-e rec

ommendations of the Anglo-American Committ e or the tran ference 
of the 100,000 and e removal of immigration an land re trictions. 
The American mem rs of the Committee were then i Wa hington and 
were eagerly coop ating with us in thi . If in the co se of the dis
cussions between hese committee member and the me her of the 
Cabinet Committ the subject of partition would come u and there 
was no doubt th the subject , ould come up ince ome of tli members 
, ere preparing raise it and if then the emissary of the Je~ i Agency 
or the repre e atives of the American Zioni t Emergency Coun ·1 , ere 
a ked what th attitude of the Jewish Agency would be to uch pro
posal, they w uld then be in a position to indicate that under ce in 
conditions t e Jewish Agenc )d be prepared to consider such 
compromi e olution. We aH1~Mkt that it would be a colo a) political 
blunder for us to announce blicly that the Zioni t movement proposes 
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to sacrifice one-half of Palestine in order to retain the other half. Once 
that is done, a partitioned Palestine becomes our maximal position, from 
which Governments may properly ask us in the name of reasonableness 
and compromise to recede still further. This over, partition proposal 
would be still further whittled down. 

NOT CRITICISM OF ,{GE CY 
To criticize the manner in which th emissary of the Jewish Agency 

carried out his mission in Washington is not to criticize the Jewish 
Agency, although some have come t think of themselves as synonymous 
and identical with the ewish Ag cy. 

othing was gained by this diplomatic maneuver of the Executive 
of the Jewish Agency. • • • • • 
by our Go ernment of the Morri on-Grady proposal. Mr. Grady was 
recalled fr m London n July 31 t. Mr. Morrison was compelled to 
announce n the Hou of Commons on that day that the American 
Governme , which he had confidentially expected to sign the proposal 
and whic agreement was to have been announced that very day had 
changed i mind. Th Executive of the Jewi h Agency did not adopt it 
partition roposals t l August 5th and Dr. Goldmann did not arrive in 
the Unite States til Augu t 6th. The argument that as a result of 
the partit • n missi to Washington our Government i now on record 
as endorsi g a Jew· h Stat is also no b t b the official documents, 
as I have 1 dicate . V 1 l. 

. ,ff 
~-, ~vi~ 

But if nothing wa.S gained so ething ~l' ·1' stantial was lost, I am 
afraid. A partitioned Palestine no, repre ents our maximum Zionist 
demands, both in London and in Wa hington and in the Arab world. 
Our own Government now suggests a till further compromi e not as 
between the Biltmore program and partition but between partition and 
cantonization. From now on anyone who will go to Washington to talk 
, ith officials about a free and democratic Jewi h Commonwealth in the 
whole of Palestine-and this mind you is still the official po ition of 
our movement-will I am afraid be laughed out of court.} gain jg 
has be~n ointed out by so~ who would favor artition as aios ible 
solution that the moment par ition , a put fon rd a an officia Zioni t 
propos it thereby became available as a pos ble British C nference 
propo I. 

Unless the forthcoming Zioni t Congre di avows in some deci ive 
manner the action of the E ecutive or the interpretation which was 
universally placed upon it \ e hall have to reorient our entire Zioni t 
propaganda and begin to urge our friends to pre s for a Jewish State 
in a part of Pale tine a pro pect which at the moment is no brighter 
than was the pro pect of a J e\ i h tate in the whole of Palestine. We 
have not succeeded in achieving the Biltmore program but we have al o 
failed to achieve partition. Wherein then have the o-called pro-partition 
moderates scored over the Biltmore e tremi t ? 
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If it is true that the pre ent Government of Great Britain is um illing 
to grant us statehood in even a part of Pale tin , and the record of 
the present British Government is very clear on this ubject, what point 
is there in making one grand gesture of renunciation after another and 
in publicly proclaiming our readine s for supreme acri.fice when our 
gestures are disdained and our sacrifices are contemned! 

Can you recall a single instance in the la t 25 years , hen any 
sacrifice on our part evoked a favorable respon e either from the Briti h 
Government or from the Arabs? Have the unofficial negotiations which 
the Executive of the Jewish Agency carried on during the pa t two 
months with the British Government, during which time the Executive 
yielded again and again on conditions , hich it had previou ly an
nounced as the irreducible minimum, in the hope that it rea onablenes 
would recommend itself to the Government have the e negotiation , 
I ask, yielded a single response of fairne s and genera it on the part 
of the Government? 

How long can we follow along this road of renunciation and abnega
tion without tearing the heart out of our movement? 

~LS:6 Blt"ltE~SION £NC£NDEltED' 

Something else has been lost, I am afraid. In their eagern to p r-
suade the Governments of .Great Britain and he nited late to accept 
partition, the spokesmen o( th Jew· h : ite naturally prai ed 
their proposal as very reasonab e an me~er-:a-len-:i,he impre sion accord
ingly was left with Governments. an \\l i! p e s of the world that 
tho e Zionists who remain loyal to the ,,., t ,/tl ' e _plan lo the cla ic 
Zionist program, to the Balfour DeclaratI n and the fondate are 
unreasonable and extr,emists. It was not long before r port began to 
circulate through the press, some of them inspired I am afraid by 
some of our own people, reports emanating from Paris or London to 
the effect that a sharp struggle exist in the Zionist mo ement between 
the moderate and the extremi ts, that the Jewi h Agency r pre ent the 
t mperate and the moderate wing of the movement and that certain 
Zionists, principally the Zioni ts of the United late , repr ent the 
extremi ts. Your pre ident was ingl d out time and a(Tain a the pokes
man of the e intran igent e tremi t . My re ignation from the Executive 
of the Jewish Agency was interpreted in the public pre in thi manner: 
"If his resignation goes through it will be regarded a a new ign of 0 row
ing 'moderate' influence in the Jewi h Agency top rank ." A recently a 
two weeks ago there appeared an in pired new paper column in the Wash
ington Post which quoted an anonymou admini tration ource lo the effect 
that the purpo e of President Truman' tatement of Octob r 4th was 
to strengthen the influence of the o~called moderate in the Zioni t 
Organization of America again t the so-called extremi t under Rabbi 
Abba Hillel Silver. 

A few days ago there appeared a lengthy dispatch from London 
where a Zionist functionary who has promoted him elf to the position 
of proxy to the pre ident of our movement i quoted a warning the 
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British Government that unless there is interim relief for Palestine 
pending a long-term solution the forthcoming World Zionist Congress 
is likely to be one of the stormiest and bitterest in the history of our 
movement. Unless there is a change in the situation, the Conaress is 
likely to be dominated by elements that have lost faith in fairness, jus
tice and in the ability of any British Go ernment to meet the needs 
of the hour. 

~ ~EROUS .TR <\P -

Those Zionist all over the world who have been loyally following 
the classic Zionist line, have overnight become extremists. Even some 
Zionists are falling into thi unsuspected trap and are accepting this 
piece of idiotic perversion. The dismal irony of all this is that the 
zealous advocates of partition are coming to be called extremi ts. It 
will not be long before tho e " ho demand a compromise solution 
between partition and the Morri on-Grady plan will be branded as 
extremists. The London Times, for example two , eeks ago already 
raised such a cry. "Last Thur day's tatement from the White House," 
it commented editorially "may well compel people in Britain as well 
as in the Arab countries to the reluctant conclusion that no solution 
will satisfy the President unless it goes the whole way to satisfy Jewish 
claims." 

Dr. Nahum Goldmann may con ider 60% of Palestine as a reasonable 
and moderate goal hut a pok ma th For ign Office in London 
commenting on his moderate ancf re ompeJmt:i~f~l~rsal, stated that "The 
Foreign Office has noted with in~teres a ~ 1il-m:'1¥-":1-1ll-t11er which 30% of the 
population of Palestine w uJd oceup .... u,~"'--....,'" .,..~,-- ..,.,u'-/ territory." Dr. Gold
mann himself is foarfu-I that his mode , rea onable plan will 
be regarded as extreme by th Bri ish Go'''ernment and he ee no 
other alternative hut extreme violence against the British Government 
within a few weeks. So e en the partition plan cannot be carried out 
without the threat of violence, and iolence i not the coun el of 
moderation. 

I reject with contempt all those who unctuou ly and mendaciously 
suggest to Governments or to the public press that those Zioni ts who 
do not favor partition are dangerous extremi t and that partition 
must be accepted lest the mo ement fall into their hands. The Zioni t 
who remain loyal to the cla sic Zioni t Program , ho demand that 
Great Britain fully and honorably di charge the obligations which it 
had a sumed voluntarily a the Mandatory Government of Pale tine 
the Zionists who are not tampeded by the emer encies of the hour 
and who do not belie e that ither the Yi huv or the Je, ish people 
are so weary and shaken a to be prepared to accept any settlement 
however cruelly unjust the e Zioni t I maintain are not extremi t . 
They are the proud and loyal follo, ers of Herzl, ordau and i hkin 
and of all the splendid men and , omen , ho by the sweat of their 
brows and blood of their heart ha e in the la t fift year been build
ing Eretz Israe1. Courage faith and per i tence e n under the mo. t 
desperate conditions are not e tremi m and defeati m is not to be 
onfused with moderation. 
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WISHFUL THINKING 

When proposals will be made to u by Go ernments which we will 
find truly reasonable and , hich will meet our fundamental needs and 
satisfy our national aspirations and our sense of justice, the whole 
movement will be prepared I am sure to give them every serious con• 
sideration. But uch proposal have definitely not been made to u 
by anyone. So far they repre ent the wishful thinking of certain Zion• 
ists who have begun to act, in relation to the Zionists who disagree with 
them, as if partition were actually in the bag. Sound and just propo al 
are bound to be made to u sooner or later, if , e do not lose our 
nerve, and if we are not mi led by artful political manipulator , ho 
outsmart themselves. 

Until such time there is nothing el for u to do hut to carry on 
as energetically and determinedly a heretofor . in i ting upon our 
historic and legal rights to Pale tine our ri 0 ht under the Mandate. 
There are no other legal or political realitie in the ituation at pre ent. 
There are no partition propo al before the Zioni t mo ement. It i 
along the line of our hi toric claim and legal ri ht to the whol 
of Palestine that , e mu t continue our truggle- and unfortunately th 
whole of Palestine has now come to mean one-third of Pale tine for we 
have already been victimized by cata trophic partition in 1922 when 
Transjordan was torn away. 

STAND BY 

We must in every wa uppor ~Y.:i$ll)JV m it struugle again t 
the brutal attempt of the and tor j >_,,,, t,ov.elrnment to liquidate th 
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Jewish ational Home. By maxim m fin ial and moral upport we 
must strengthen the Yishuv's power of re istance. The Yi huv mu t, 
'in the last analysis decide for itself the form and the timing of its 
resistance to Briti h law le ne in Pale tine. Whatever their decision
we will tand by them. We mu t make po ib]e regardle of co t 
continued Jewi h immigration into Palestine. The power which keep 
these immigrant out of the Jewi h ational Home i an illegal power 
and mu t he re i ted in every way. The Government which complains 
of terror in Pale tine mu t understand that it alone i re pon ible for 
that terror. We must carry on in every part of the world and especially 
in thi country an inten ified campaign of education to inform the 
world of the organized con piracy of the pre ent British Government 
to nullify our ri ht in Pale tine and phy ically to destroy whatever 
Jewish labor and acrifice have through the years built in that country 
and built so well. 

Finally we mu t tand four-square on the propo ition that Zioni m 
is not an immigration or a refugee movement but a movement to re
build the Jewi h tate for the Jewi h nation in the land of I rael. 
The clas ic te tbook of Zioni m i not how to find a home for one 
hundred thou and Jewi h r fu . The cla ic textbook of our move
ment i "The Jewi h State." 
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