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had remarked that Europe needed the Jews for their ability
and talents in reconstruction, but Mr. Bevin apparently had
Mt notions about their position in the E continent.
ews in Europe continue to be threatened with despair
ralisation. had only ene consolation, hﬂ.ﬂll!lf,
f.n ﬁgltt with the Yishuv in Palestine and the Zionist Organi-
sation, and indeed with the whole cf the Jewish puuplgu for
their final liberation and rescue. In that fight they are no
objects but part of the fighting army. Mr. Gruen-
baum concluded on a note of Jewish renaissance through the
Zionist Movement which was a liberating process of the
Jewish people, a miracle of resuscitation and redemption,
the revival of the Hebrew language, the modernisation of
Jewish culture and literature and the emer of the Jew
hter and builder, free, proud and independent, rid of
his inferiority complex and slavishress, who Iuth
and faith in his own powers was able to fight the host
forces of man and nature, daring to build a new world setting
an example to the old.

Da. WrizMany PrRESIDENT OF CONGRESS,

Following Mr. Gruenbaum’s address, the Rev. |. K. Goup-
ELoOM, reporting on behalf of the Actions Committee, pro-
posed the name of Dr. Chaim Weizmann as the President of
the 22nd Zionist Congress,  In the voting, 191 were for Dr.
Weizmann and #8 against. The result was greeted with

nred applause. “The representative of the Revisionist
rty made a declaration that his Party bad voted against
DI' Wumm not on personal grounds, but because ae
: d pnhuc.l.l ling which had brought the Jewish

when e 7ose %0
him President.

CoNcrESs PRESIDIUM.
Rev. Goldbloom proposed the following for membership

of the Presidium : —

Rev. J. K. Goldbloom, General Zionists,—

Rabbi Mordechai Numk Mizrachi:

Rabhi Flimelech Neufeld, Mzrachi : \\ J | l\ﬁ

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, General Ziohidts;

Dt. Moshe Sneh, General Zionists; — —

Rabbi Dr. L. Rl'l:unmmt: 'Hﬂllbom!“ ".I "f- f':.‘-.

Mr. Davsd Remez, behud Olami; o — " —

Dr. Schechtman, Revisionist; (Y ==\ (=

Mr. Josef Sprinzak, Ichud Olami, ./ (O )\

Congress assented, but the representative of Hashomer
Hatzair declared that they had voted agminst inclusion in the
Presidium of the Rovisionists, whom they regarnied as unlaw-
fully represented at Congress. Revisionists had spent their
time in trying to break the Movement and undermine its
authority. A representative of Achduth Avodah, on behali
of his Party, stated that his group did not mﬂ: en bloc
for this Presidium on the ground that there was no place for
Revisionists in a democratic Movement. Their re-entry,
moreover, had not been confirmed by the Executive, on the
organisation.

_ ground that they still adhered to another

The Rev. ]. K. Goldbloom made a plea for unity and
tolerance.

Cosmcagss Covrt avp EveerTiox REPORTS.

Dr. Sawn Gmonemany, head of the Congress Court, pre-
sented his report on behalf of the Court, and alluded to the
difficulties experienced in these elect ons which covered more
than sixty countries. He referred with some emoltion to the
fact that he had been the Presidens of the Congress for 25
years, and that this would probably be his last report. But
be was proud in the knowledge that he had always tried 1o
conduct the affairs of the Court with complete objectivity.

Dr. Leo Lautersacy reported or the resulis of the Con-
gress Elections, and said that alicgether, in 65 countries,
two million one hundred thousand shekalim had been sold,
including three hundred thousand in Palestine, six hundred
and sixteen thousand in Eurcpe, cne million and elevea

thousand m the United States and Canada, seventv-seven .

thousand in South Africa, eighty-six thousand in the rest
of Alfrica, seventeen thousand in Asia, and eight thousand
in Australia and New Zealand. Elections were held in
24 countries. In the others, agresment had been reached
between the Parties. Cong'rus Court had cancelled the elec-
tiong in Colombia and Bolivia, In Italy the elections of four
of the delegates had been cancelled and eight confirmed,
without the right to vote.

h-r-r“]t‘:'.l' coocluded the morning session on Tuesday, Decem-
mi
4] FF%SIHE:‘: Du. Asss Hipren grn.fn
ou sion of Congress opened on Tuesday after-
noon, December 10th, mth an address by Ramm Dl’ AnBa
HiLLEL Siuver.

When the story of American Jewry during the Second
World War is fully told, slteftvessaud, it will be found to
be one of high lights and deep shadows. H'.ln;r fine and noble
things were done. Many sad mistakes were made. Great
npp-urtumuuwmm.umi The errars were those of the mind,
not of the heart. Tt will also be found that the masses were
far ahead of their Their instinctive judgment was
sounder. Their demand readiness for action more forth-
right and determined, The war matured American |
It brought it very close to the orbit of Jewish life and "3:
heart of uaegew::h problem. Just as America became central
to the world's political and economic life, and the dmi:iﬁ
factor in the winning of the war, so American ]
central and indispensable to the total life of m
American Jewry was quick to grasp the new IItI.II.ﬂDn as
well as the new challenge which confronted it, and to the best
of its ability it tried hard to see to it that a great bour should
not find it a small people. They were well acquainted with the
record of the material contributions which American Jews
made through private and public agencies to help the stricken
Jews of Europe.  As the true knowledge of conditions
came to be understood, the response of the Jews of Americh
became Jmmglﬁ more generous. It is di to estimate
whnu]wmu:lpu nc:ndﬁp.nmudnmumudm uTin,

One of the secrets of our survival is that there never m

any isolationism amorgst our people when disaster swept
upon any segment of our people anywhere. The bond of Jew-
ish unih was again tested during these years of wrath and

! ng and durable among the Jews of America,
£ Jéws throughout the world. But there was
_' "f""'*"s here were, in many instances, close family

t-l.l iii

' i together 'lhc Jews of i\.m:n-::n with those

who Wng and Iying in the several hells of Europe.
n'l-n deep—and the hearts of men living in the
security and freedom of a blessed land went out to brother and

sister, fathier and mother, kith and kin, who lived in the
shadow of death, languished in concentration camps or
walked the dolorous roads which led to death in the gas
chambers or other human slaughter pens. Myriads of per-
sonal anxietics and tragedies and intensified the com-
passionate ¢fforts of American Jews to sustain and to rescue
the Jews of Europe. A valuable by-product of the numerous
campaigns which were held in our country year after year,
has been the education which was given to our people in the
real status of Jewish life in the world to-day, and in the pro-
blems of Jewish survival. The American Jew is better in-
formed to-day and more alert as a Jew than ever bel-'nu- He
i alwo better organised. These ‘m
lh:mmtionuf]m m uduﬂlld:-h
and elements of Jewry. In each community new leaders have
come to the front, many of them young, enérgetic and for-
ward-looking, who are proud to be associated with a vital
Jewish service and who derive deep :.p'lrttua! satisfaction
from their new and chosen

L
Eurorp;lnn Jewry, and in their escape from the certain doom
which threatened them, This called, of course, for govern-
mental action. Unfortanately, in thil regard they had very
little success. The contribution of America to the solb-
tion of the greatest single humanitarian problem in modern
history, that of rescuing millions of men, women and
children from mass extermination, 1 not one which fills us
with any measure of pride. It consisted mainly in seading
representatives to a do-nothing conference on refugees; in
belatedly appointing a committee on refugees of its own,
whose am-umpl;-.hmcnt-; were insignificant } in sending away
from its shores a shipload of helpless human beings who were
to find their ultimate doom in the death holes of Eastern
Europe ; and in the setting up, on the eve of a national eleé-
tion, an American detention camp for 1,000 refugees at
Oswego.  The whale world, and not only America, remainad
blind 1o the ruin and outrage of our people, which is beyond
words, beyond tears, bevond all utterable woe.  Spiritual
palsy attacked the world, and our ‘mouldering age found ﬂ‘
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sorts of excuses for doing mothing. There were transporta-
tiondifficulties. There were immig ation laws. There was a
war on. Nowhere was there any appreciable exertion to rise
above the quiddities of technicalities and the barriers of
routine. Andso wmillions of our precious sons and daughters
ished who might otherwise have been alive to-day. The
nited States is not without its full share of blame for this
terrible failure. Our country did rot open its doors wide to
rescue the trapped men, women and children. It did not offer
even temporary asylum to them ia numbers commensurate
with the enormity of the tragedy. * I believe that much of the
failure to achieve results, on the part of the American Jewish
organisations which concerned themselves with this problem,
was due 1o their lack of co-ordination, their working at cross
purposes, their tardiness, and the political involvements of
some of their leaders which kept them from exposing forcibly
the do-nothing policy of the Government.™
In consequence of the Second World War and the Hitlerian
threat to |ewish existence, American Jewry resolved to
organise itself on a representative national scale for effective
action, The story of the organisation and convocation of the
American Jewish Conference was well known to them. All
classes and sections and all parties in that democratically
elected American Jewish Conference were represented. They
served clear and decisive notice that American Jews were
determined to choose their own spokesmen to make their troe
convictions heard. It was heartening to behold the owver-
whelming interest of these democratically elected repre-
sentatives of American Jewry in Palestine and in
Zionism. What transpired was not an artificially mani-
pulated pro-Palestine demonstration. [t was the gratifying
product of Zionist education among the Jews of America
which was carried on over a periced of years. They had not
faboured in vain. A scientific poll on Palestine, which was
taken at a later date among American Jews, pointed
to the same result. American Jewry was overwhelm-
ingly in sympathy with the aims of Zionism. An attempt
was made by a very small minority at this Conference
to reduce the issue of Palestine o one of immigration
and to prevent the Conference from making a clear declara.
tion on the Jewish commonwealth. They failed. The Con-
ference issued a forthright and wigorous declaration on the
Jewish commonwealth. The enemies of Zionism grasped the
full significance of this action of the American Jewish Con-
ference when they finally resolved (o break away from the Con-
ference and to discredit it over the issue of the Jewish com-
moawealth. It is now being rumoured about that these same
enemies of the Jewish commonwealth resolution at the Confer-
ence, who were so bitter over its enactment that they seceded

tion on the Jewish commonwealth. They I
ference issued a forthright and vigorous declaration on the
ish commonwealth. The enemies of Zionism grasped the
significance of this action of the American Jewish Con-
ference when they finally resolved to break away from the Con-
ference and to discredit it over tke issuc of the Jewish com-
monwealth. It is now being rumcured about that these same
enemies of the Jewish commonwealth resolution at the Confer-
eace, who were so bitter over its enactment that they seceded
from the Conference and projected one of the most violent
controversies on the American Jewish scene, have now been
won over to the idea of partition—to a little Jewish common-
wealth. *‘ | wish here to sound a ward of caution and warning.
No one hmme wﬂm&m ki; omh 'iL‘hl.:u the convert and
m We should make sure, however, that they are in-
deed repentant and converted befose we entrust them with any
; rdle in any iation which may involve the fate
destiny of the Jewish National Home." The matter
which agitated American Zionists most in the last few ycars
was the attitude to take towards their Government's
MingnlmPMuLﬂm. :'S?nuniullgzdtm:hnur
Government was dilatory in pressing for our rights to which
the American Government and the American people =stood
committed. Others were unwilling to embarrass the Admini-
stration or to embarrass themselvss with the Administration.
This issue in our own ranks was bound, sconer or later, to
come to a head, and it did. After a period of s contro=-
versy and public debate, the issue was decided in favour of
those who believed in & frank, forthright and resolute
approach 1o our Government asd in the mobilisation of
American public opinion, Jewish =nd non-Jewish, for a deter-
mined representation to our Government that it must not rest
content with Ptomim and more statements, but that it must
act. The attitude of the American Government towards our
cause through the years, in all fairness, might be character-
ised as one of mergbenevolent neutrality. Our Government
was at all times kindly disposed, but it persisted in doing
oothing about it. By 1942 the subject of Zionism had
become taboo in Washington. The word had gone through
‘Washington that for the duration of the war the subject of
Zionism should be avoided,

Dr. Silver continued: This became the official line.
But Zionist leaders red to remain blindly unaware of it.
The President of the United States and the Prime Minister
of Great Britain had actually come to the point of issuing an

official request for the cessation of all discussions of the Pales-
tine question. Fortunately, this was averted through ener-
getic intervention. It was clear that a change had 1o be
torced in this attitude in Washington if our case was ever Lo
have a chance. Our demands had 1o be placed on the agenda
of the political thought and concern, not only of the United
States but the world. On the eve of the White Paper
deadline [March 35lst, 1944) President Roosevelt author-
ised a statement to the effect that °* the American
Government had never given its approval to the White
Paper of 1939." This sigtement of the President of
the United States broke 1 long and, to the Jews of
Europe, a dreadfully costly silence. Nearly five years
had elapsed since the issuance of the White Paper and all
through that time our Government had not registered a single
official objection. Meanwhile, millions of our people perished.
Unfortunately, even this declaration of the President was not
followed up by any representation to the British Government,
and, as if to indicate that the President’s statement did not
imply any new departure on the part of our Government in
its policy towards Palestine, the heads of the Arab countries
were informed by our State Department, with the approval of
the President, that no decision on Palestine would be reached
without full conscliation with both Arabs and Jews. Such
assurances were not at all called for, nor were they at all
in the spirit of the Anglo-American Convention. It was not
until three years later that this position of the American
Government was modified to the extent that the admission of
100,000 Jews which President Truman requested did not
involve any change in the hasic policy of the United States
touching Palestine, and, thercfore, did not call for consulta-
tion with the Arabs. On October 15th, 1944, on the eve
of our national elections, President Roosevelt sent to the Con-

vention of the Zignist Organisation of America a message &
which he ﬁm that, * in accordance with the
traditional policy and in.

of the Four Freedoms, the Democratic Party at its July Con-
vention this vear included the following plank in its platform:
* We favour the opening of Palestine for unrestricted immi-
gration and colonisation and such a policy as to result in the
establishment there of a free and democratic Jewish common-
wealth." Efforts will be made to find appropriate ways and
means of effectuating this policy as soon as possible, know
how long and ardently the Jewish people have worked and
praved for the establishment of Palestine as a frec and demo-
cratic Jewish commonwealth. 1 am convinced that the

American people give their support to this aim, and if re-
elected 1 shall help to bring about its realisation.” But
this admi

able statement,

too, was nol followed up
In faet,

the events which followed

Lt
veil rreatly dis
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Efforts. will be made to find appropriate ways and

means of effectuating this policy as soon as ible., 1 kmow
how long and ardently the Jewish ave worked and
praved for the establishment of Palestine as a free and demo-
cratic Jewish commonwealth. 1 am convinced that the
American people give their support to this aim, and if re-
elected 1. shall h:lp to bring about its realisation." But
this admirable statement, too, was not followed up
by any action. In fact, the events which followed
proved greatly disturbing. .
Throughout the Roosevelt Administration, the United
States Government was determined to take no action
whatsoever and to make no mmum whatsoever
ﬂhmpmpnlfmh.wm.hwm
the other obligations which had assumed under the
mandate. On strategic occasions statements were issued to
assure the Jews of America that the Government of the United
States was heartily in sympathy with their aspirations. The
action of President Truman in connection with the 100,000
refugees was a welcome turning point, not in American policy
on Palestine, to be sure, but in the sustained policy of the
former Administration to do absolutely nothing to help Jews
get into Palestine.  The President his request on purely
hummnitarian grounds. Nevertheless, this marked a real
forward in the direction of intervening actively in the
Palestine situation. But the hand of the new Chief Executive
also soon faltered,  Instead of pressing vigorously and with
the authority and prestige of the Government of the United
Stuu:jpon Mr. Attlee to accede to his request, hemﬁnﬂ
a refusal and yielded to a counter-proposal for a Joint Com-
mittee of Inquiry, which was a palpable delaying device and
an excuse for inaction. ** You may recall that I urged that
our Movement should ignore this ittee of Inquiry ard
should not appear before it, especially since Mr. Bevin
made it clear that the real purpose of the committee wis to
liquidate the Zioaist movement. Nevertheless, the Weorld
Zionist Executive decided to co-operate with the committee
and the American Zionist Emergency Council made a full
and, T believe, -verycruﬁt:bhgammiono!urnn
before this committee.”  When President Truman made
public the report of this committee on April 30th of this year,
he stated: ** 1 aw very happy that the request which I made
for the immediate admission of 100,000 Jews into Palestine
has been unanimously endorsed by the Committee of loquiry.

e

with the spirit































































Dr. Silver Reporting in New York on the Warld Tionist Congress. 'h.-.. -, ]

Are We. 122G d 1O -London?

By DR. ABBA HILLEL SILVER

Excerpts of address during political debate at World Zionist Congress

[
L.

Because the Executive had made a public offer of
partition, it had to insist in self-defense and in order
to protect the movement, upon an aksolute condition, a
gine qua non, It could not attend the Lodon Conference
unless its proposal of partition was accepted as the basis
for discussion.

Had the Executive not hastened to make any partilion
proposals to Great Britain and the Un‘ted States, it could
have considered ‘the question of goimg or not geing to
the Conference on its merits—whether more could be
gained by poing than by staying away. If it had decided
1o go to the Conference, it would undoubtedly - have
presented to it the full Zionist program, even as the
Arabs intend to present theirs. Perhaps out of the Con-
ference deliberations, some gsatisfactory compromise
solution would evolve. But this was no longer possible
as soon as the Agency proposzals became public, because
these proposals represented our absolute “irreducible
minimum” beyond which the movement could not go.
How can you go to a Conference to negotiate on an "ir-
reducible minimum™?

JANUARY, 1947

One iz expected to be reasonable and to make con-
cesgionsg at a Confererce for the sake of arriving at a
mutually satisfactory solution. The Agency was no
longer in any positicn to make concessions. It had
already made its maximum concessions! Therefore, it
was no longer free 1o eater the London Conference with-
oul the protection of a prior commitment on the part of
Great Britain that partition would be the basis of dis-
cussion, This was not oblained, When I see members of
the Execulive, who up to a week ago proclaimed from
the roof-tops that we simply eannotl and will not go to
the Conference unless this indispensable condition is.ac-
cepted, now come before thi- Congress and with all sorts
of skillful arguments attemp. to persuade the Congress
to attend the Conference anyhow, without any eondi-
tion, I see in it a grave and frightening omen that they
are preparing the mwowvement for another disastrous
retreat.

What faces the Congress now is, in my judgment, also
largely a matter of tactics. I am personally persuaded
that more ean be gained by not going to the Conference
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