
 
Abba Hillel Silver Collection Digitization Project 
Featuring collections from the Western Reserve Historical Society and 

The Jacob Rader Marcus Center of the American Jewish Archives 

 
 
  

Western Reserve Historical Society                 American Jewish Archives 
10825 East Boulevard, Cleveland, Ohio 44106 3101 Clifton Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220 
(216) 721-5722                                                 (513) 487-3000 
wrhs.org                                                         AmericanJewishArchives.org 

 
MS-4787: Abba Hillel Silver Papers, 1902-1989. 

Series V: Writings, 1909-1963, undated. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Reel     Box         Folder  
         182           67           710 
 
 

Zionist Organization of America at World Zionist Congress, 1946. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



.. 
• 4. 

• 

JWEN'l'Y S§QO~~-z IO~IST C~QRES~ 

Basle~ ~eoemoer l0..t-.li4§ __ 

ADDRESS 
--~---------------~ 

by 
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A D D R E S S 

by 

DR. ADrlA HILLEL SILVER 

Presi9-~n_:!; 1 Zioni t Organisatio~_of America 

Delivered at ~asle, 10th Dece~ber, 1946. 

When the scory of A~erican Jewry durin~ the Second World Wcr 
is fully told, it will be found , o be one of high lights and deep 
shadows. Many fine ·and noble things were done. Many sad mistakes 
were made. Great op~ortunities were missed. The errors were those 
of the mind not of the heart. It will also be found that the mass­
es were far ahaad of their leaders. Their instinctive judgement 
was sounder. Their de~and and re?diness for action more forthright 
and determined. 

2. The W8r matured American Jewry .. It brought it very close to 
the orbit of Jewish life and to the heart of the Jewish problem. 
Just as AmericF~ became central t o the world's political and 
economic life, and the decisive factor in the winning of the war, 
so American Jewry became central and indispensable to the total 
life of world Jewry. American Jewry wasquick to grasp the new 
situation as well as ihe new challenge which confronted it, and 
to the oest of its ability it tried hard to see to it that a great 
hour should not find it a small people. 

3. You are well acquainted with the record of the ~aterial con­
tributions which A~erican Jews made through private and public 
agencies to help the stricken Jews of Europe. As the true knowledge 
of the conditions came to be understood, the response of the Jews 
of America became increasingly more gentrous. It is difficult to 
esti~ate what the total puolic and private aid amounted to. 
During this year alone, itrough the major though by no means excl­
uGive agency, the United Jewish Appeal, more than ~100,000,000 
will be raised. This creditable record is due to the fact that the 
Jews of America not only keenly felt the impact of the ap~alling 
tragedy which had overtaken their p ople, and reacted to the 
obligationsof Jewish solidarity. One of the secrets of our survival 
is that there never was any isolationism amongst our people when 
disaster swept upon any seg~ent of our p3ople anywhere. The bond 
of Jewish unity w&s again te~tec durin ~ t hese years of wrath and 
was found strong and durable anong t he Jews of A erica, as amon~ 
the Jews throughout the world. ~ut there was another factor. rhere 
wase, in many instances, close fanily ties which bound together 
the Jews of America with tbosc who were living and dying in the 
several hells of Euro~e o Deep called unto deep- and the hearts 
of men livin~ in the security and fre dom of a blessed land went 
out to brother and sister, father and ~other, kith and kin, who 
lived in the shadow of death, languished in concentra.tion camps 
or walked the dolorous roads which l d to death in the gas chambers 
or other human slau~ht~r penso Myriads of personal anxieties and 
tragedies deepened end intensified the compassionate efforts of 
American J ewe to sustain Rnd to rescue t ·- he Jews of Europe. 
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4.., A vpluaole by-product of the numerous canp?i~ns which were 
held in our country y ar 8fter ye a r, hPs be6n the educPtion which 
was given to our people in fhe reel st~tus of Jewish life in the 
world tod~y, ~nd in the problems of Jewish surviv~le The American 
Jew is better informed today ~nd more rlert ~s a Jew than ever 
before ~ He is also better organizede These campaigns m?.de necess­
ary the org nization of Jews in ev6ry comvnunity ~nd of r.11 classes 
and elements of Jewry~ In each community new lePders hBve come to 
the front, meny of them youn~) energetic And forw~rd-looking, who 
are proud to be a esocieted with P vitAl Jewish service and who 
derive de~p spiritual s~tisfactions from their new Pnd chosen 
~ssocintion with the life of their peopleo 

5 ~ American Jewry also tried to 8BSist in the rescue of Europ­
ean Jewry, rnd in their escape from tht certein doom which threat­
ened them~ This oalled, of course~ for governmental Potion. 
Unfortunetely~ in this regard they were very little successful. 

6 ~ The contribution of America to the solution of t he gre~test 
single humBnitnrian proolem in moa..rn his uory~ that of rescuing 
millions of men, women and children from mass extermin~tion, ie 
not one which fills us with any :neasure of p~ide o It consisted 
mainly in send i n~ represent r tives to a do-nothing conference on 
refugee c , in bel;:,tedly appointing a co. ni ttee on refugees of i ta 
own, whose acco:nplishments were insignificant; in sending away 
from its shores a shipload of helpless human beings who were to 
find their ultimate doom in the death holes of eastern Europe; and 
in the setting up, ~n the eve of R national e l ection, ar American 
detention camp for 1,000 refugees at Oswego " 

7 o The whol~ world, and not only AmerioR, re~ained blind to the 
ruin and outrage of our people, whi ch is beyond words, beyond tears, 
beyond Rll utterable woe. Bviritual pisy attacked the world, and 
our ~old ;ring age found all sorts of excuses for doing nothing. 
There w~rb transport Pt ion difficulties : Thera were i~~igration 
laws e There was~ war on. Nowhere was there ~ny appreciable 
exertion to rise above the quidditie of technic li t ies and the 
barriers of routine. And so, millions of our precious sons and 
daughters perished who might, oth er ise, heve been ~live today. 

8~ The United States is not without its full sh?.re of blame for 
this ter r ible fnilure. Ouf country did not open its doors wide to 
rescue the trapped men, women ~nd children. It did not offe~ even 
tempor~ry asylum to them in numbers co·nmcnsurate with the enormity 
of the trp,gedy , Aotue.l y, the numr er of visAs which were ~rAnted was 
fe.r below the quota, allowed by our im1nig:.cation laws. The number of 
Jews who were permitted to ~nt r in so~e yeRrs was only a small 
fraction of the number which could h ve been cdnitted under the 
quota " America found it possible to trPnsport nnd to admit to the 
United St tes more thrn ~ quprter of a :nillion Nazi and fascist 
prisoners and to give them do~icile for the duration of the war. 
It did not .find it possible to do D s much for Jews who were its 
friendliest ellies. 
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9~ I believe that rnuch of t he fAilure to ~chieve results, on the 
pert of the American Jewi Rh org~nizntions whi ch concerned them­
selves with this proble:n, WPS due to their l Ack of coordination, 
their working at cross purposes, theiT tardiness, 2nd the political 
involve,11ents of some of their ltaders which kept them fro:n exposing 
forcibly th~ do-nothing policy of the (J}overnment~ 

10 ~ Realizing thet it bed been singled out l.Y destiny for grave 
and unprecedented re sponsi oilities, in consequence of t he Second 
World W2r and the Hitl@SiAn threat to Jewish existence, A~erican 
Jewry resolved to orga~ize itself on a representative national 
scale for effE::ctive action . Tbe story of the organization enfl don­
vocation of the A~erican Jewish Conference is, I am sure, well 
known to you . But, I should like to fall your a t tention to some 
significa.ilt facets of that conference which are indices to the 
new trends in A~erican Jewish life and to th e spirit of the 
Americ~n Jew of todayo 

llo The Conference was a cul~ine ting triu'1lph of the democratic 
Jewish community over the vestigial olig~rchy 1 self-appointed 
Hofjuden; which here and thert still cling to or maneaver for 
leadership in A~erican Jewish life ~ All cla sses ~nd sections, and 
all pFirties in th?t da'1locratic, liy el ect ed A:nericen Jewish Confer­
ence were rbpresented . They s6rved clear And decisive notice that 
Anerican Jews were deter;nined to ch c.•ose their own spokesmen and 
to m ke their t~ue convictions heard = 

12~ It was heartening to beho l d the overwhelming interest of 
these democratically e~ected repre ee~t~ti~e s of ~ ~erican Jewry in 
Pclestine 2nd in Zionis~. What transpired wns not an artificiAlly 
manipulated pro- Palestine demonstrati on ~ !t WPS the gr~tifying 
product of Zionist education amen~ the Tews of A~ericA, which was 
carried on over a period of yearso We had not la oored in vain. A 
scientific poll on Paleotin; which wes taken et a later date among 
American Jews, pointed to the sa.ne result. American Jewry wa.s 
overwhelmingly in sympathy with the ai ms of Zionism. 

13 , An attempt was ine.de by f_) very s:naJl minority at this Con­
ferE::nce to reduce the issue of Palestine t o one of immigration and 
to prevent the Conference from m?king a clePr declaration on the 
Jewish com.nonwea"'!.th. They ffliled . The Conference i sued a forth­
right and vigorous declaration on the Jewish com~onwe~lth. The 
Jews of Americ . Assembled in thPt netionPl Conference rePlized that 
on the eve of the greet internatione l Pdjuet~ents and orient tions, 
which the Second Warld War WPS destined to bring about, and at a 
time when undoubtedly tre·nendous decisions would be made a.ffecting 
future generations, it would be folly for the Jewish people to 
confine their de·nends to a matter of i 'nmigration schedules and not 
to present their full case and their basic historic needs to the 
tribunal of American ~nd world public opiniono 

14. The enemies of Zionism grasped the full significance of this 
ection of the Americnn JJewish Conference when they finally resolved 
to breek away fro~ the Conference and to discredit it over the issue 

/of 
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of the Jewish commonwe nlth. It is now being rumored ~bout th~t 
tht e sa~e ene~ie& of the Jewish co ~monwealth resolution at the 
Conference, who wer~ bO biGter over its en~ctment that they 
seceded fro~ the Conference and projected on e of the most violent 
con Jroversics on the A~ericP.n Jewish scbne, have now be en won over 
to the idea of partition - to a lit~le Jewish oo~ [onweelth. I wish 
h~re t o sound e word of cau Gion r nd w? rning. No one is more 
welcomt in our ranks chan the ::onvert c1nd r epentent sinner. 'fhis is 
in keepin~ with an ancient Jewish tredition. We should mPke sure, 
however, th?t they ere indeed repentent and converted before we 
entrust them with ~ny responsible role in ~ny negotiation which ~ey 
involve the f2te Pnd destiny of t he Jewish nPtionPl home. 

15. The s :ne political ~aturity which AmericPn Jewry manifested 
in the Americ~n iew sh Conferenoe wR s evi~en:ed in the le et few 
years ?lso in Zionist ectivitiee and techniques, and :nore especially 
in the fundament a l line which AmericAn Zionism cRme to adopt. You 
will rccali th~t a t the last Zionist Oon~ress which ~et in Geneva 
on the eve of )~wp, r, a special American Emergemcy Cammi ttee was 
cree.ted by thp W:"ru.d Zionist Executive. 

16. The Emergency Oom~itte for Zionist affairs - l 2ter to become 
known a s the American Zionist Emergency Council - was e tablished 
with two purposes in view. rhe pos s ibility wa s foreseen that, as 
a result of the war, the headquarters of the Zionist Or~enization 
in Jerusale:n mL::;ht, by reason of invasion or otherwise, be complete­
ly out off fro .n tht re ct of the .novement . It wa s desiraole accord­
ingly, that there should be in exiGtenc e in America a body which 
could, if need oe, assume the authority and tht functions of 
Zionist leadership. ~ut i G was fu »ther recognized that, whether 
America .: entered the war or not, the ~t ti t u0e 'Jf thP t country wc1s 
likely 'tO be of decisive importt=ince in deter·11ining the future of th 
the Jewish National Home. With the eclipse of the Jewish co rn.inuni­
ties of Centrel and Eastern Eur ope, the center f ~ravity for 
Zionis~, outside Palestine, had moved cle rly ~ndY~quivocally to 
the American continent. On A.ncrican Zi omists would now devolve 
duties and responsibilitie&, on th t due discharge of which ~ight 
well depend the fate of the Jewieh people in Palestine. With this 
in mind, it was essential that an effe ~t ive i ~strument oe cre~ted, 
whost purpose it should be t o oring home co the Americ~n puhlic 
and t o American political lePders the needs f the Jews as a people 
And the me~ning of Pelestine t o the Jewish future. A majn.r t~sk of 
public relations, of politiccl ~ction P.nd edus8ti on was involved, 
requiring~ cone ntration of ~11 ~vailable f orces in American 
Zionism. 

17. The first eventuality which the Executive h~d in ~ind in 
setting up the Emergency Commi t te e WPS, hAppily, not rePlized. 
Despite periods of i ·ninent dPnger, Palestine ~nd the Yishuv 
re-nained Sc\fe during the war. Zi : nist communications by letter and 
cable with the rest of the Jewish world, outside of Europe, though 
subj~ct to vari ous wartime difficultie end restricti ons, were 
mainteined without interruption. In particular, the Zionist Executiv 
in Jerusalem continued to function and from time to time sent out 
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some of its lee.ding :ne.nbers to guide and inf or:n the nove·nent 
abroad. It wes, accordingly, on the second task- th?t of dirbcting 
and coordinating Zionist public rel~tions and policy in Anerica­
thav Ghb work of che ~~ergency Co nmitte has b~ ~n primArily 
conccntr ted. 

18. It is gratifying that pll Zi onist ~arties in the United 
States were ~ble to work t,gether in the Council with a ·nini. ,iu 11 
of friction and with? lPrge ~~asure of effectiveness. 

l9e The issue which agitated A~erican Zionists m0st in the last 
few years wes the proper attitude to take t owe~ds our govern~ nt's 
handling of the Palestine issue. So~e of us felt th?t out Govern­
ment wes derelict in pressin~ for 0ur rights t o which the A~erican 
government and the American people stood com~itted. Others were 
unwilling t o embarass the rdministrPti ,'.) n or te> e:nbarass tht il­
selves with the administration. This issue in our own ranks w~ e 
bound, sooner or later, to ~o~e to a head and it did. After a 
period of sharp controversy and pu olic debate, the issue was 
decided in f .~vor of those who believed in a fr .:-· nk, forthright 
and resolute Bpproach to our Govern ~ent and in th~ ~obilization 
of american pu lie opinion, Jewish and non- Jewish, for a 
deterinined representr1tion to our Govern11ent tha v i t muse not rest 
content with ~romises and more state~ents, out that it must act. 

20. The attitude of the A~nerican Government tosards our cause 
through the yearG, in all fairmess, mi ~ht be characterized as one 
of mtre benevolent neutrality. Our Government we e, at all ti"les 
kindly disposed, but it ~ rsisted in doin'?; no thing a.bout 1 t. It 
was fashionaole for public officiels to give warm endorsement to 
our movc~-r.~nt, and it wa.s generally sssumed, even a ,nonE?; so . e of 
our Zionist leaders, tha ~ the t wes all that we cou1~ really ex~ect 
fro:n our G-ovtrn~cnt . 1'hi s c=i ct i tude per .. is t t;d evtn c1fter the White 
Pa~er of 1539 was issued. Our Govern nent m~de no protest whPtever 
against this unil~ter 2l and unwarrented action 01' ch t British 
Government which clearly viol8ted che Anglo-American Convention 
of 1524. 

21. When t he Unit~ d States en~cr~d the w~r even this attitude 
of benevolent neutrclity Wes aoandoned. By 1942 the subjtct of 
Zi onism h Pd becone taboo in WAshing; con. rhc word h ::i d g;one through 
Washington that f or the dur~tion of the war the suoj ~ct of 
Zionism should be avoided. This oecc1.ile the official line. out 
Zionist lePders preferred to remain ,.., lindly unAware of it. The 
President of ~r e Unitt 6 6tPte Pnd the Pri~e !inist er of Great 
Dritain hPd actually co~e to the point of issuin~ ?.n offi~ial 
reaue6t f or the cesEation of a l ~ d i 5CU& ions of t hb Palestine 
question. Fortunately, this wPs Averted through ener~etic inter­
vention. It WPS clcAr theta chan~e h d to be forc~d in this 
attitude in w~sbin~ton if our ca.Bu wes evtr to have a chance. Our 
demands had to 1.1 e 1Jleced on tht e{?;enda of the political thought 
~nd concern not only of tbe Unit~d States, but of the world. ill 
through 1943 we carried on an energetic ca~~aign of education 
among the American people and in politic?l circles. 

/22. 
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22. March 3lst,1~44, wes tbe deedline eet by the fvhite P~~er. We 
eccordingly intensified our political action, urgin~ the i~-nediate 
abrogation of the White Pa~er. Pro-Zionist res0lutions were intre­
duced into both houses of Congress in the e~rly no n t hs of 1944. {t 
took nearly two years, howevtr, before these resoluti ons were 
adopted, not oecaust Oongress WPS unwillin~ to proceed. The Congress 
of the United Sta t e c wes rlways in sympet¥Y with our cBuse. First, 
howevt:r, the War Depar"t nent intervened on tr,e grounds or ~ili tsry 
ex~ediency, and then the Pre oident of th€ United States, who had 
bi · 1self co ne out unequi vocR1.ly for a Jewish 00 ·11-nonweal th, stubbornly 
resiste~ the pass?~e of a Pale ~tine r~~olution fpvoring such a 
com:nonw6alth. Some Zionist leeders unfortunately were short-si(shted 
eno~gh to collacorace in this effort of tbe AdminiEtr~tion to 
defeBt action. 

23. On the eve of the White P~ptr de~dline President Roosevelt 
authorized e stPte~ent to the efftct thB ~ "the A~ericen Govern~ent 
had never ~iven · its approvrl to the White Paper of 1939 11 , This 
stete:ne t ot the President of the United Stt3tes broke a long and, 
to the Jews of Europe, a dre~dfully costly silence. Nearly five 
years had elapsed sin~e the issuance of tte White Paper and all 
through th Pt tine our ~overnment had not re~istered a single 
or ficial oojection. Meanwhilt: ~illions of our people perished. 
Unfortunately, even this de~laret i on of cht Presiden- was no~ 
followed up by any represente.:., i on co the Bri t ish Govcrnme rit, ana , 
as if t o indicate "t ·rir' t the President's state nent did not imply any 
new de~arture on t t e part of our Governm~nt in it 1 3 policy towards 
Pales cine, t:. hc be~ds of tr.1c "ra•, c ountric;s we-rt: infor )1td oy our 
Stat(; Dc9crt Hcnt, wi l.ri tric llp::Jroval of he Prtbident, that no 
decision on fait stinc would be reach~d wi:hout full consul?tion 
with botb Araos a~d Jews. Such Dssurances wert not at all called 
for, nor were they at al.1. in the epiri t of the .. -. n5lo-A:nerican 
Oon ention. It was not until three ye~rs l~tt:r th - G thi ~ position 
of ~he Anerican Govern~ent WRS modifitd ~o tih! ~Eti8nti that the 
adini~bion of 100,000 Jc;WS which President rrumRn recquested did 
not involvt: any change in the basic ~olicy of the United St~tes 
touching Pa~estine, and, therefore, did not cell for consultation 
with the Arabs. 

24. We continued our ,politic 1 ectivity throu~hout 1944. We 
succeeded in having pro-Zioni8c plenks introduced into the plRtforms 
of both our mnjor politicel pFrties- an unprecedented event. On 
Oct. 15th of that year, on the tve of our nation~l elections, Presi­
dent Roosevelt sent to the Convention of the Zionist Organiz~tion of 
America a message in which ht expre£sed s~tisfaction th~t , 3 in 
accordance with the traditional AmericPn policy, ~nd in keepin~ 
with the spirit of the four freed oms, the Democratic P rty at it(e 
July Convention this year includ~d a plank in in its platform; r We 
favor the Oyening of P8lestine to unrestricted im~igr~tion and 
colonization, Pnd such a policy to result there in the establishment 
of a free and democratic Jewish c0mmonwealtb. 1 Efforts will be made 
to find appropriate wa rs and means of effectuatin~ this ~olicy as 
eoon:-- ns possible. I know how lmng and prden0ly the Jewi ~h peo~le 
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have worked and ~rayed f or the est~ bl i srl.rH::;n t of l ale ;;; tine c. s a 
free and de ~nocra.,ic J E;w isti on.n,1onweal che I c: n convinced that the 

, A~erican people give their suppnrt to this ai ·~, ?nd if reelected 
I she.11 hel.tJ to oring aoout its reclizati on. 11 

25. But this ad:11ira.ble stetemt;nt, too, WP no c followed up by 
any action. In fact, the events which f ~llowed proved ~reatly 
disturbing. Early in February of 1945 Prestdent Roosevelt ~et with 
rbn Saud and di&cuss1;.;d J; altS tine wi h hi:n . frhe corre13pondence 
which followed between tbt ,rbsidtnt and Ibn s~ud, which wrs made 
puGlic a few : ontbs later, was elorning. In this corres ondence 
the residbnt ag~in a ~surtd Ibn Saud that no decision with respect 
to the Qa sic conditi :·n in ~:a-1.t::! : 0ine would .) e t~kcn with out full 
consultation wi tr: both "r? os 2nd J E;Ws. Furtber 1norc, that the i•resi­
dent would take no action whi8h ~igtc pr ove hostile t o the Ar~b J 
people. Since tte a ~titude of the Arab people w~ ~ qui te well known 
to the 1resident, anr WPS ~ade ~bsolutely cle~r to hi~ by Ibn 6Aud, 
this a~sur~nce ~b .nt Gt~~ no ~ction whetsoev er would r e t~ken ~o 
otAn~e the ... t?tus quo, which wrs kecpin2' Jews out of .i"ale tine. 

26. fhus throughout the Roosev6lt -d~ini6t rP 0ion , the United 
s~ates Govern~ent WPS deter~ined to t~ke no ~ction wh~tsoever ?.nd 
to mBke no represcnt2tions whntso~ver to the 3ritish qovernment 
either to open the doors of ~ale tine to Jewish i~~igration, or 
to live up to tte other ooliga. uions which it had assumed under 
tbe m~ndate. On strategic o~c~sions st?te ~ nts were issued to 
assure the Jews of America t~at the Gov~rnn nt of the United 3t . tea 
was heartily in sympathy with their aspira c i ons. It w~s Pn un~lea~ 
sant t~sk for Zioni::.t leaders to dr aw a .tcntion to thes simple 
and unpalatable facts, and tht::..., c leaders were bitterly att .eked 
fron tine to time, even oy so~e ~ionists, as ene~ies of the 
administration, or a~ rou~h and inexperienced men who do not know 
the suotleties of diplomacy nd do not understand the refinements 
of true statemanahi~, 

27. rhe action of ~resident Truman in connection wiGh the 
100,000 refugees wa s a welcome turnin~ point, not in American policy 
on Palestine to oe surt, out in tht sustained policy of the for~er 
admini tration to do aosolutely no chin~ to helv Jews get into 
i:>alestine. The l'rc:bident !!lade his request on purely humeni tarian 
grounds. Nevtrthele&&, this ~arked a reel step for ard in the 
direction of intervening . ::i.otively in the l•alestine situation. But 
the hand of the new Chie.f Executive rlso soon f;:iltered. Instead 
of pressing vigourously end with t he authority And prestige of 
the Government of the Unit~d Statts upon ~r. Atl ~e to accede to 
his request, he e~cepted a rc . usel ~n yieldec to a counterproposal 
for a Joint Com~ittet of Inquiry, which w~s p pPlpable delayin~ 
device pnd an exousc for in~ction. You ~~Y rec~ll thpt I urged that 
our move~ent should ignore this Co~~ittee of Inquiry ~nd should 
not appear before it, esp cially since ~r. ~evin had ~Pde it cleer 
thet tht rel purpose of the com ittee w~s to liquid~te the 
Zionist move~ent. Nevertheless, the World Zionist Executive 
decided to coopere ~e with the committee nd the A~erican Zionist 
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Emergency Council nede 2 full ~nd , I belitve, a very creditBble 
present~tion of our cast oefore this co nnittee. 

28. When .f'resident 'l'ru!nen .11c1depuolic the report of this comm-
1 ttc:e on A~ril 30 ,h or' this ye,ar, he stPted, ti I p ·n very hA.iJPY that 
the request which I ·nade for -che i!'rr11ediPte adnission of 100,000 
Jews into 1 ale stine has betn un~ni:nously enclorsed oy the co·11~i-r;tee 
of InJuiry. The transfer of thtse unfortuna te 9eople should now 
be acoomplisht;d wi ch the ~reetest dispctch ...... In additiJn to 
these i ~ ntdiate obj~ctives, tte report deals with m?ny other 
quescions of long-r~n~e policic~l polioies and u~stions of Inter­
nntional lrw which require cPreful 8tudy and which I will take 
under advi 6t .nent. 11 

29. This was a sound and scett~enlike position to take. Unfort­
unately, here a~ain the hPnd of the Chief Executive faltered. The 
President fniltd to follow through ~nd our State Department announ­
ced that no i~nedi~te action would be taken in beh lf of these 
refugees without first acting on ell tre other reccm~endRtions of 
the report. Our State Depart!!lent went th10ou~t; the motions of 
inviting Arab end Jewish representetives to present their viewson 
the recom~endntions of the Oo~mittee; as if these views were not 
already fully known. After considerPble dele y a dr1bir.e ::. , Co:-nmittee 
on lalestine, consietin~ of the SecretariP-s of State, of ~ar and 
of the Treasury was ap9oin~ed to ~ssist ~be 1rc~ident in ~he e?rly 
oonsiderPtion of the rtcom:nendat ions of che Anglo-American co~mi­
ttee of Inquiry. 

30. After another delay A~erican t ~hnical experts were sent to 
London to meet with .dritish experts nd t o discuss the logistics •. 
involved in the transfer of the 100,000 . 11 'inally the Caoinet Oo,11m­
i ttee dispatchtd J o London its thr~e deput~ rnem·._ ers to meet with 
the British - Not to get the 100,000 Jews moving; into PalBs t ine, 
but to work out the imple:nentPtion of all tht recom:nendc tions of 
the ao~m i tee of Inquiry. rhe results of the ln 1ors of these deputy 
members wa5 the well-known urady-.a-lorri on plc n, which I an sure is 
fresh in your :ninds. vvhat the rep ort rc:oo1llnended was not a }-)lan for 
implc:nenting; the reco-nmendn.tions of the Co!Ilmi ttee of Inquiry, but 
an utterly new and radically different suostitute plan. On the 
advice of ~ecretary of Stcte Byrnes, {resident Trum n w .s prepared 
to approve this re~ort f or the Am~ric n uovtrnment. ~he decisive 
role which A_aerictn Zi onist s played in hPving this chemerejected 
by the American Goern~ent is well known t~ you. 

31. It was at this juncture nfter the rejection of the Grady plan 
by the ~merican uov ern:nent, thP c tht Executive of the Jewish Agency 
came f orward with its partition proposals end sent an emissary to 
WRshin _.;ton, who prtsent€:d the:!l to ~he :nembers of the C~.binet Col11?li­
ttee and to others, The role of the American Zionists in connection 
with this action will, I em surt, be fully told at this Con ress, 
and I ·w11~ no~ dwell upon it here. 

32. The November elect one in the United States offered us the 
opportunity to place before the lmerican people the failure of 
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the f :i rei gn poli cy of the Adi-nini strat i on wi t h r eg; ~rd t o 4 ale -- tine. 
We mouilized Amtric c; n opinion t o de :nand, in t. he nP :1e of A"nerican 
principles and A:11~ rican c o- nmi tt ·nent&, action fr om our Government. 
Our purp&se was not to elicit a.not her st ?. te 11tnt fr 0.n the White 
House - of these the records sh·J W that Wt;; have had quite a number. 
Ntver~heless, the pressure aroused by puoli c opini on was so greet 
th8t on October 4th the :t-resiclent did issue r stBte-11ent in which 
he strongly unged that in view of the postponement of the London 
Conference "substantial i m~i~fiati on into Al 8stine cannot w~it e 
aolution t o GLe iale&tine problem, and thc t it should begin a t 
once. freparations for this movement have already been mP_de by 
this Govern~ent,, and it is ready t o lend its i ~mediate essistanceV 
With reference t o the ultimate s oluti on f or i elestine, the r resi­
dent took no te of t he A~ency's proposa l ~ It wa s his belief thPt e. 
solut i on alon~ these lines would c om~end t he supp0rt of ~u : lic 
opinion in the United Stetes8 Ho wever, the r resident did not 
c ommit the United States to the Agency's prop :-i sPls, but indicated 
th~t the Government is iT epnred t o ive i t s sup p'"' rt t o t: c ompro­
mise 2 b between the partition scheme of t he Ag;en~y and the Grady­
Mo rrison plan e i resident Ro0 sevelt, y0u wil l recall, went much -~ ; 
further in this reagrd than i re s ident frumen. He st~ted thPt the 
American people ~ive their su~p ~r t t o th e e s t P~lishment of Pal­
estine (thet is t n say, the wh C' le of · a.lestine) as a free and 
de~:>cra Gic Jewi sh co:n~onweclth , ~nd if r eel ected he would help to 
bring ;.:i . ou c its realizati on. 

33e However, in rnswering King Ibn S~ud's protest on the ~resi­
dent's stAte~ent of October 4th, ir ~ident Truma n t ook P f ~r more 
positive a~ titude t ow~rds our cnuse t han did his prede~~ssor. He 
decl~red;, "It is on l y natural .... t h? t this govern:nent should 
favour, at this time, the entry into talestine of considereble 
nu~bers of displaced Jews in Europe, not only th~t they inay find 
shelter there, out also t bPt thty maymontribute their talents 
and energies t o the up-building of the Jewish National Home. 0 1'he 
!resident fur Ghtr~ore rejected Ibn Saud 1 saccu sc ti on against the 
Jews, declaring that he is "convinced that responsible Jewish 
LeAders do not conte nplate a policy of agre ss i on against the 
Arab c Duntries adjacent t o lalestine. 11 For th e first time, the 
unwarrant ed int erventi or. of King Ibn Seud in t he r ale etine situa­
ti on we s de ~~ t with in 2 f orthri gh t manner by t he ~re ~id nt of 
the United States. 

34. Up t o his re turn fr □m ~e recent ~an1s conference late in Oot­
ober> Secret ~ry of State iiyrnes did not c~ncern himself much with 
the: i lestine ~roblem, or reE· SJns oest kn·, wn to himself. Within 
recent we~ks there have been cle ~r indic r ti ons th At he hes taken 
active charge of the ~atter. He understends the full gravity end 
urgency of tht problem. He hes bt en p~rbona l ly c~nferring with 
Mr ~ Beuin Jn the cUbj cct. It is t o early t o sey how firm and 
persistent he will be in pressinP-" f .-:' r Jewish ri'?;hts in alest1ne 
and f or~ just and early s J luti on. Here is wb re, ~y friends, the 
r oad ends at the mom~nt. It remains t be seen whither it will 
lePd fr om here on. 

If I were t o summ rize the activities f AmericRn Jewry 
/with 
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reference to ~alestine durin~ end since the wP r I ,uld SPY t~et 
in tte fields Jf ~rganizati rn, educ~ti0n ~nd ~r ,~P~~ndL, end 
meterial supp~rt> it did well. It c~rrieG J~ an effective JJb of 
public relati '1ns. It br :iught the ·ness~ge 1,f Zi '"' nis!TI t ::> Christian 
and Jew alike. It enrnlled lead1ng; Christin;,.· ericpns, be th of 
the laity and the clercy 1 in c-...,,.r cav.se o It won he C'"''.pcrr· ., i on f 
nearly all the !1lembers ~f the Congress 8f tte United StPtes. ~ore 
that forty State Legislatures in our Un: Jn, which represent app­
roxinately 85% of the p Jpulati on 0f the United States ; ado~ted 
resolutions in our oehalf- Organized h~erican labor ca ne solidly 
t o our supp :>rt A scientific p 'Jll, tPken .mJng the A·nerican per-iple 
registered e.n overwheJ. .ning sy!npathy f or ')Ur cbjectives. A11erica.n 
Jewry is solidly behind ~ur ~~ve~ente The Anglo-Jewish press and 
esi-Jecially the Yi ddish fresf:: h-:1ve ,, een val1Rn chainpir-ins. The Ameri­
can raboinate, orth~ct,x 1 c0nservttive and ref ~r~ al ike,- And in 
our country we dJ not investi~~ve the thenln~ic crcdentiels r-if 
tho se wh~ wish t o serve )Ur c~use)-bcve been str , ng spokesmen of 
our move nc"'1 t, and much of ou.:r ieffecti ve lc,..deDship he.s cr-i1ne fr om 
their renk s., 

360 There h s been~ groin~ a ereness of Zi onis~ amr-ing the 
Jewish y:iuth of A:nerica ~ .1: •.e.ny :i i them hav bec:n Pr:-'used Pnd stirr­
ed by the events of :-ecent y':3a .. ~. !0t l'")nly the trP~edy of world 
Jewry, but them~gnificent st~·g~le 0f th9 Yishub h~s appe~led to 
the imPginPti Jn of A~eric2n Jewish y0uthc The fRct nf an e~battled 
Israel fighting heroically f0r its ri~hts P~Ainst tre~endnus odds 
is drawin~ 0ur y , un~ people al0ser t us in o~nds _f ~ride and 
solidnrity ~ It is ,ur hope thn~ we shnll be 2ble to develop a 
large '!l')Ve~ent of Chelutz1ut ~-non~ th ynung Jews of A~erice ,~nd 
thet we shall be a · le in th y.Prs t o c ~e tn pr0vide Falestine 
ncit only with financinl supp ,rt nnd p:>li t ic _.l undsr-girding, but 
also with fine hu~2n ~ateria 1 ~ 

37~ There does exist e s~Pll ; well-financed and highly voci­
ferous group of anti-Zi ~ni ts who ~re activJly 0n t he scene. fhey 
do orea te frequent e .nbarrass·nent s for us Their size and importa­
nce, however, is not overe sti~~ted by the ATI~riccn Government . 

38 " We •uooeeded during the se recen t yeP.rs t0 cJ.Rrify to our­
selve our ~wn Zionist po siti :>n ?nd; ~fter s::>nw struggle, to 
agree upon a f ~rthri ht 1 aggre sive nd militant line of action 
which involves the m-:•bi 1. izati rin of A11eri can Jewry for ooli tical 
action at strategic '11 m nts in b~~alf of a pr-ilicy of which the 
American people h . ve approved ~nd which ~h~ Congress rif the United 
States twice adopted ~ 

39. American Zionist s ~lso succ6tded in i~precsing up:)n their 
Government the fact thrt the l~lestine issu · 1s nrit ~ peripherAl 
one, one that canoe trt.: nte· lightl y .. but th t it nust bec ome one 
of the major 8bjc:ctJ vts of, 11f'~-:·ic .n f=->rei'?;n ¥olicy~ to which it 
must devote e.s much of iv s tl .o'..:,;-gt t and energy as it does to 
oth~r important ~olitical proole~s in other parts of the world. 
P?le~cine is a mrjJr ~nterne;i ~n~J political pr0ole~ to which 
fa.r-sighted states,et heve po int0d ti'!le ~nd Ag in s containing 
dieaster)US explosive pos~ibiliti s f or ~he pePce mf the world. 
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The United Btates Govern~ent, nnt only because of its Palestine 
co~mittments, out ~1s0 becAuse of the domin8nt r 0le hich it now 
plays in internati•'.:' nal affairs, :nust trePt this pr oblem not as 
something incidental t o its diplomPtic ~ctivi ties, t :) which 1 t 
give a passing; thoug;ht only when prodded hy an unha.ppy elect'1rate. 
The A:nericen Zionists and their friends thrn,.1 ::h :iut the country have 

I believe, CJnvinc9d our Government th? t the interest of the 
American people in this subject is deep; e~rnest and pexsistent, 
and that it its de:nands will n i t be saticfied until action takes 
the place of pronouncements a.nd pr omises. 

40. In the political field we h?.ve, as yet, had only minor, 
tactical suecesses. We fully reAlize that our battle days are f~r 
fr ~~ over. We believe thet our G0vern~ent is n ~w ~oving in the 
rig;ht directi on. That is all that we c~n say. The future is very 
uncertRin. We may be facing new dis~ppointment. ~We shel l n~t be 
disc ::>uraged nor deterrede We are n .t going int o the bf't t le e:npty­
handed. We know our strenth, our faith, our res0lute purposts. We 
have learned not t 0 yield t o wistful thinking ~nd ple~s~nt 
illusions. We have f 0rged a stron~ move~ent. We have a l oy~l and 
disciplined army of f 0l~ 0wers re~dy t o ~ive of the~selves, o f thtlr 
substance and :,f their l oyelty ::ind dtv0ti on t o the cause of a 
free Isratl in a free land of Isrc.el. This ~rert testin~ hour of 
Jewish destiny will not find American Jewry w ntin~. 

------------
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