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A ST.A1'EMENT 

:BY DR. ABBA HILLEL SILVER 

EXECUTIVE CHAIBM.AN OF THE .AMERICAN ZIOMIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 
and 

PRESIDENT OF THE ZIONIST ORG.ANI7.ATION OF AMERICA 

I am proud of the men who a. few days ago scuttled both :Sri tish ships in 
Haifa Harbor which were being used to transport Jewish refugees forcibly to 
Cyprus. The descendants of the men of the :Boston Tea. Party will applaud them 
too, as well as all ~ericans who cl1t;rish the tradition of strong resist:mce 
to lawlessness and tyranny. 

Palestine Jews who for years were forced to watch their kith and ld.n foully 
done to death in Hi tler1 s Europe were told tl'!at !lothing could be done by way of 
opening the gates of Palestine for them because the war was on. In bitterness 
they restrained their anger and resentment. lT~y more, forty thousand of them 
volunteered to fight on the side of Great Britain, and they fought valiantly 
and well. It is now more than a year since the end of the war but the lauless 
policy of exclusion and discrlmine.tion still persists. Hundreds and thoucana.s 
of the pi table survivors of the Na~i gas chambers still languish in detention 
camps in Gennany. Many more are fleeing from pogra.m-ridden Poland. 

The conscience of mankind, speaking through fair-minded people all over 
the world, ha.s appealed for their admittance into Palestine. The President of 
the United States a year ago pleaded with Prille Minister Attlee to admit one 
hundred thousand of them. The Anglo-American Committee of Inquiry unruumously 
recommended last May that 100,000 certificates be authorized immediately for 
the admission of these refugees into Palestine. British statesmen including 
the leaders of the present :British Labor Government (before they came into 
offico, of course) denounced this inhuman :British policy. 

:But all to no avail: At this ver., moment, war-weary, life-afflicted refu
gees trying to reach the haven of Palestine, which fifty-two nations proclaimed 
after the last war to be the Jewish National Home, are being driven off by 
British guns, tear gas and fire hose. The Jews of Palestine, driven to despera
tion by Brl ti sh calloinness and breach of trust, are bravely resisting, as free 
men shouJ.d. :British propaganda would have the Ar.lerican people believe that 
these patriots are terrorists, chauvenists and fanatics. On the contrary, they 
are the most peace-loving, hard-lrorlcing and self-sacrificing people in the world. 
All they ask is the right to continue unmolested to build the Je,-rish National 
Home, .whose pioneers they are, and whose right to build was attested by all the 
nations of the world including Great l3ri tain and the United States. 

To deny the right to Jews to come to Palestine is to revoke the right of 
the Jewish people to catrplete the building of 1 ts National Home. l~o one has 
given Great :Sri tain the authoi--1 ty to revoke this right. Palestine is not a 
part of the :British Empire. The sole justification for Great Britain remaining 
in Palestine is the obligation which it voluntarily assumed to facilitate Jewish 
immigration into that country, so that the Jewish National Home might be es
tablished there. 
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Any act of Great :Britain which is calculated to restrict or retard the develop
ment of the Jewish National Home is both unlawful and im.moral. Those who resist 
such acts of usurpation and tyranny are patriots, not terrorists. They are the 
Minute Men of 194SJ 

An astounding canard is being foisted on the .American public by l3ritish propa
ganda. Great :Britain, it is urged, is altruistically engaged in Palestine, at 
great cost to itself, to maintain law and order in that strif&-tom country. It 
is trying hard to hold an even balance of justice between Jews and Arabs. This 
is the latest version of that time-honored l13gend that Great :Britain is co.rrying 
the White Man I s :Burden ip the backward regions of the world. 

Britain is in Palestine to maintain the British Empire. It is filling up 
Palestine with armored divisions not to protect Jews against Arabs or Arabs against 
Jews , but to def end the British Empire against 3.us si a. At the moment Great :Britain 
is sacrificing Jewish rights in Palestine in ,..mother desperate MW1ich manoeuvre to 
serve its imperial. interests by li!dng up the A::;.~b world on its side against the Soviet 
Union. :Sut such appeasement tactics,. at the cost of law, justice and honor, will 
prove as harmful to the Bri tj_sh Empire in the case of Palestine as it proved in 
the case of Czeciloslcvakia. The Arab world will not be kept loyal by the liquida,
tion of the Jewish National Home. 

Recently a proposal was put forward by the :Sri tish and tentatively accepted 
by the .American Deputy Cabinet Committee to divide Palestine into four zones and 
to confine the Jewish zone to some J.400 square miles of that little country. This 
area would represent about 3% of that Palestine which was originally proclaimed as 
the Jewish National Home by the Balfour Declaration. Trans,jordania, originally 
part of the Palestine mandate, was carved out of Palestine and set up as ::in inde
pendent Arab state by the unilateral action of Great :Britain~ It is now proposed 
fur t her to constrict the Jewish National Home to some 15% oi' ,.rhat remains. ~ven 
in this futuristic geographic capsule the Jewish people wouln not enjoy self
govemment nor control its own immigration. Furthennore thls lit t:.e ghetto in 
Palestine would be sPt up only after the United States had agre3d to offer a bribe 
of $300,000,000 to tl'i e Arabs in and out of Palestine. 

Fortunately ou~:- go~remment which was by wa;y of approving these outrageous 
proposals, fino.J.:y, as 1·esult of public indignation, repud:.ateu. them~ 

But Great Britain may yet attempt to impose its sche1ne upon a terrorized and 
stricken country. All its present acts of violence and cruelty are calculated to 
cower and subdue the Jews of Palestine into acquiescence. 

'!'here have been reports in the public press lately that the Jewish .Agency has 
proposed the partition of Palestine into two states - one Arab and one Jewish. 
The only Zionist body competent to revise the basic Zionist program is the Coneress 
of the World Zionist Organization. This Congress has not met since 1939e Between 
sessions only the Actions Committee has authority to act for the movement. This 
body has not yet met to discuss this matter and has not authorized any such pr~
posals as are reported in the press. 

President Truman was elected on a platform which declarP,d: "We favor the 
opening of Palestine to unrestricted Jewish immigration and colonization and such 
a policy as to r~sult in the establishment there of a free and democratic Jewish 
Commonwealth." The Congress of the United States overwhelmingly approved the same 
objective eighteen months ago. 
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What has President Truman, his administration and the State Department done 
to press home this commitment of the Democratic Party and the expressed will of the 
.Anerican people? • 

I am persuaded that if they had put a tenth of the energy and de_ter.nination 
behind this American policy whicll they put behind the three and three-quarter 
billion dollar loan to Great :Britain, of which the majority of the .American people 
did not approve, the Palestine problem would by now be in a fair w~ of being 
solved. 

I see where Under Secretary of State Dean Acheson called the charges '1-hich 
were made a few days ago by :Bartley C. Crur1 that officials in the State Department 
have consistently frustrated Aaerican policy on Palestine as false. thfortun~tely 
Mr. Crun 1s charges are all to true, -- if by American policy is meant the off
repeated public statements of Presidents of the United States and the officiaJ. 
resolutions of the Congress of the United States. I have personally had occasion 
to register a similar protest with Mr. Acheson and Loy Henderson, Chief of the 
Middle East Division, last I~. Prior to that time the A.'ilerican Zionist Emergency 
Council presented to Secretary of State Byrnes a lengthy and detailed menorandum 
on this sane subject. 

There has been a long record of anazing and bewildering inoongrui ti es between 
what the President of the United States sa;vs and what the State Depart□ent does. 
We refuse to accept the alternative that the President of the United States and 
the State Departraen t have a tacit understanding to give the Jews of the United 
States the run around! ••• 

t·1hat we have said above in criticisr.i of the actions of the :British Government 
should not be interpreted as anti-British. We are not anti-British. Ve all ho.ve 
the highest regard and adniration for the people of Great 13ritain, for the high 
concepts and standards of democracy and law which they have achieved, and for the 
courage and bravery of their fighting men. :But the best among them, I am sure, 
would be the first to acknowledge that their governments have not always practiced 
these principles in their internatir'nal relations, and nore especially in relation 
to the subject peoples within their empire. This unfortunately is true of all 
empires. :But men who love freedom and justice and who, like us, are fighting for 
the right of an ancient and honorable people, which has suffered so much, to find 
peace at last in its historic home, cannot help but record that their :present 
government is pursuing a woefully wrong-headed and dangerously blundering policy 
in regard to Palestine of which they themselves, loyal to their traditions, cannot 
approve. 

• • 
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that nothing could be done by way of opening the gates of 
Palestine for them because the war was on. In bitterness 
they restrained their anger and resentment. Nay more, 
40 ooo of them volunteered to fight on the side of Great 
B;itain, and they fought valiantly and well. It is now m?re 
than a year since the end of the wa but the lawless pollcy 
of exclusion and discrimination still persists. Hundreds 
and thousands of the pitiable survivors of the Nazi gas cham
bers still languish in detention camps in Germany. Many 
more are neeing from pogrom-ridden Poland. --------------SYMPATHY WIDESPREAD 

such acts of usul'pation and tyranny 
are pattiots, not terrorists. They 
a.re the Minute Men of 1946! 

An astounding canard is being 
foisted on the American public by 
British propaganda. Great Britain, 
it is urged, is altruistically enaaged 
in Palestine, at great cost to itself, 
to maintain law and order in that 
strife-tom country. It is trying 
hard to hold an even balance of 
justice between Jews and Arabs. 
This is the latest version of that 
time-honored legend that Great 
Britain is carrying the white man's 
burden 1n the backward regions of 
the world. 
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righted 1946 by th Boston Traveler.) 
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PATRIOTS, OT TERRORI T it.sown immigration. Furthermore, day/ago by Bai~t: Cm~e a he1 to Palestine of whic~ they ~hem-

Any action of Great Britain this little ghetto in PalestinP w<?ulcl officials in the s~!te • d rumt \ selves, loyal to their trad1 t10ns, 

which is calculated to restrict or be set up only after the Ututed have consi~tently frustra:pdarA men cannot approve. 
~·etard the cievelopment of the Jew- States has agreed to ofier a bribe ican policy on Palestine e rr- (Photo by Wide Wnrld) 

l
ish N~tional Home is both unlawful of $300,000,00~ to the Arab~ m and I unfortunately Mr. Crum's a~ha~g:~ 
and immoral. Those who resist out of Palestine. , are all too true-if by American 

1s~ch acts of usurpation and tyranny LO G ORGANIZED ,polic_y is meant the off-repeated 
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are patriots, not terrorists. They F ·t t 1 . . t 1publ1c statements of Presidents of 
are the Minute Men of 19461 01 una e Y O u I goveinm n tl u ted stat 

I An astounding canard is bcin which was b way of approving 1
; ni • es and the official 

foisted on the American ublic b g these outrageous propoi-;al . -nally, rc.,;olut!on.c; or the Congress of the 
!British propaganda. areal Britairi, as a result of public indig a ion, f~ted St'.3-tes. I h~ve pers~m~lly 
it is urged, is altruistically engaged repudiated them. ia occas10n to reg1st~r a smular 

tin Palestine, at great cost to itself, But Orea Bri ain may \·rt at-
1
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us ice e ween Jew ahd Arabs. cruelty are calculated to cower and Seer tary of state Byrnes a lengthy 

l
and detailed memorandum on this 
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