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8 Mey 1947
English
SIMULTANEOUS

NOTE: Any corrections to this verbatim record should be sent in writing
addreseed to Mr. E. Delaveney, Director, Editorial Division, Room CC-37, Lake
Success, New Yocrk. Delegations are requested to submit all such corrections
within forty-eight hours of the conclueion of the mwseting for incorporation in
the Official Records.

VERBATIM RECORD CF THE FIFTIETH MEETING
OF THE FIRST COMMITTEE OF THE GENEFRAL ASSEMELY

FIRST SPECIAL SESSION

Lake Succese, New York
Thureday, & May 1947 at 11:00 a. m.

CHAIRMAN : Mr. L. B. PEARSON (Canada)

VICE-CHAIRMAN : Mr. Pedille NERYVO (Mexico)

RAPPORTEUR : Mr. KAUFFMAN ( Denmark)
CHAIRMAN: The Fiftieth Meeting of the First Committee ie called to

order.

CONSTITUTING AYD INSTRUCTING A SPECIAL COMMITTEE TO PREPARE FOR THE CONSIDERATION
OF THE QUESTION OF PALESTINE AT THE SECOND REGULAR SESSION (document A/C.1/136)

CHAIRMAN: We can now proceed with our businese. The Committee will
recall that yesterday it passed & resolution that it be proposed to the President
of the General Assembly that a plemary meeting be called at once to conelder the
following reeolution:

"That the Firet Committee grent a hearing to the Arab Higher Committee on
the queetion befcre the Committee.”

That reeolution was referred to the President of the Assembly who die-

cussed the matter, as you know, with the General Committee, as a result of which

a plenary seesion was held yesterday afterncon at which the resolution which had

been circuleted in document A/C.1/155, ae follows, wes passed:
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"THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY affirme thet the decision of the Firet Committee
to grant a hearing to the Arab Higher Commitlee glvee & correct interpretation
to the Aeserbly's intention.”

Tt ie satlefectory to know that the Committee is carrying out the Assenmbly's
intention in thie matter.

In connection with this decieion teken yesterdey afterncon at the
Assembly, the Mcmber of the Committee from Cuaterals has esked whether the
Committee would permit him tc make a short statement explaining his vote.
This procedure 1s, of couree, somewhat irreguler, to explein in thie Committee

a vote taken in the Assembly, but I am sure the Committee would not object to
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that Jrivileje to the Member ¢f the Coumittee from Guatewala. If
is no objection, I will ask him to make t slatement now.
Mr. ZEA-GONZALZS (Guatewela) (Interpretation from Spanish): Thank you,
Mr. Chairman. I have the honcur of addressing jycu, esiecially as fellow
representatives.for the purycse of avoiding misunderstaniin s and interyrntations
on this matter,which lend itsaif to incc . ' taticns, from the
very moment which we ook into account, with unnecessary emphasis, that we
were Jlacing In doubt the confidence which the President ol the Assewmbly deserves.

this incident was so invnlved tha: e negative vote would have been quite
I wanied to do sc, bul I did not have Lhe chance and therefore I

ot express nmy oginicn.

I wish to state very clearly that the delegaiion of Guatemala will alweys

be acainat abtnormal and obecure procedures. Guademala maintaine a posliticn

which is perfectly imparcial, on this problem, and thus it can be clearly seen

3
the previous rule, that it has complectely afforded all interested partcies

coreasing thelr points of view here. This impartialil.y,

1 muat emchasize, is no. cnly official but als> a perscnal matisr wich the Members

- A

of my delegacion.

CHAIBMANl: We will now return io the itew on our agenda which we
digcussing yesterday, when the rescluzicn was intrcduced by the Member
Committee from Indla. Ssveral Members of the Committee, 1 know, are stll
anxirus to speak on that itewm. BPEelfore calling on Lhose keubers ci the
I would like to inform the Committee thet 1 have received the following
telegram, addressed to the Secretary-General of the United Natlions, frcm the

Serrevery of the Jewish Augency for Falesoiine:
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"Replying to your kind telegram of May € informing us of the text
of the telegram senc gsimultaneously to Jeruselum, permit us .o state,
in the name of the Jewish A ehcy for Palestine, that we are pleased to
accept the invitation of the General Assembly, and desi nate the
following as our authorized reresentatives, namely, David Ben-Gurion,

De. Abba Hillel Silver, Moshe Shertok,Hayim Greenbery, krs. Rosz Halor.n,

Nahum Goldwen, Dr. Emunuel Newman."

The Jewish Agency has indicated that it 18 now ready, through its
autherized spokesman, a Member of its delegalion, to make the statement which
they have been invited to make by declsion of the Assembly.

I would suggest to the Assembly that 1t might be desirable to hear that
statement now, if no Member of the Commltiee objects to that urocedure. AU
‘te end of that statement, it may be that some Member or Members of the
Commitiee mey wish to address oral questions To the regresentative of the
Jewish Agency, on pointe arising out of that stetement. I think it might
be desirasble to teke advantage of their presence at this time, to address

-

those questions, if they are in the minds of the Members. I venture also

to suguest, for consideration of the Committee, that if any points are made

in the statement of the Jewish Agency on which the Committee desires to
receive further information, that possibly those oints may be referred to in
written questions to the Chalrman of the Committee who could send them to the
representatives of the Jewish Agency, and it might be desirable for the Committe
to recall the delegation of the Jewish Agency 1o a subsequent session, to deal
with those points which way arise in these written questions.

Now that is merely a suggestion that I meke to the Coumittee with regard
o the procedure of dealing with ihis matter. If it commends itself to the
Commi ttee, then I would call on the spokesman for the delegation of the Jewlsh

Agency for Palestine, to take his place at our Committee table,.
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Mr. GONZALES-FERNANDEZ (Colambia): I want simply to point out that I

find the vrocedure sugiested perfectly agreeable and a very good resume of all

the things that have been said about the way of hearing the different agencies,

I would like you to please, if you have no objection to it, extend that
srocedure to any other agency which will be heard by the Committee, so that
we may have a sort of uniform handling of this Jroblem, in a general way.

CHAIRMAN: I think that is a very sensible euggzestion, and if the
procedure I have outlined commends itself to the Committee, 1t might well,
of course, be extended to cover any statements made oy eny other non-

governzental agency who may be invited to aspear before the Commititee.
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Col. HODGSON (Auetralia): I wish to be clear on this point. You said
"oral questicnc", and then you went on to refer to "written questicns”. To

you mean we can ask the oral questions, tlwough you, while they are here and

eubsequently, if we so desire, follow that up by written guestions? I am not

quite clsar on the point.

CHAIRMAN: That is the idea I had in mind which I have put out for the
cora 1deration of the Committes. The Committes will declde. 3ut I thought
that at the end of the hearing this morning ccoe licmbers of the Committee
might wish to address crel quesstions to the spokesman. Oa reflection, and
after reuding the etatement of the spckeemen for the Jewish Agency, cother
pointe may arlse and 1t may be that scme Members will wich to addiess written
questions through me,as'a result of which 1t might be desirable to call on
the spckesman for the Jewish Agency for a further statement.

Mr. GRCMYEO (USSR) (Interpretation from Russian): If you have in mind
written guestions which will be mede in additicn to the oral cueetions and
the statements which the representatives of the Jewish Agency and the Arab
crganizations plan to make here, I would say that it would be a sultable
procedure. Certainly there would be ro reason to object to a procedure which
would mako it pcesible for Members to aek cral gquesticne of the representatives
of the organizatione and to request them tc reply to thoee questions.

On the other hard, if you bave in mind the subetituticn of the cral
queeticne cr cral statements which the representatives would lilke tc make
here to the Committee by written questicms, as well as by written replies,
then I would say thet it would rot be a very suitable procedure. Nelther do
I think this proccedure would cocrrespord to the decision which we kave taken
to the effect tkat the views of the representatives here should be heard in

the Political Committee, and I hope ycu had in mirnd not the second alternative
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which I have menticned, ramely, the substitution of oral questions by written
questicns, since the organizaticns were given the right to meke their views
heard. If it were the latter, it would be a rather autccratic prccedure, ard
I hope you bad in mind the first alternative which I kave msntioned, ramely
that the statements which will be made here by these representatives of the
Jewlsh and Arab crganizations in an oral form may be eupplemented by questions
and answers in a written Iorm,

CEATRMAN: In reply to the representative oFf the Soviet Unlon, I am
gorry I did not make it clesr that I had {0 niud the firet altermative, that
the written questicrne  to which replies might be raceived later in a aubge-

would
quent statement would be supplericntary to the cral questlons ard replies and/
not in any way replace them. That 18 what I had in mind.

Are there any further comments on this procedure’?

(Wo rceponee. )

CHAIRMAN: If that procedurs is agreeebls, it migat be apnlied to the
representatives of cther agencies when the occasicn arlecs.

I will now call on the spokesman of the Jewleh Agency for Palestine,
who will meke his stetemsnt, efter which there will posaibly be orel guestions,
ard when thoce questions have beon dealt with the Coxmittees will prcceed with
1ts discussion of the item on the agenda, as there &re geveral members on the
list of speaksrs. If there is no objecticn, we shall &ésk the spokeeran of the
Jewish Agency fcr Palestine and his colleagues to take their place arcund the

table.

(At this point, Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, representative of the Jewlsgh

Agengy:ﬁx-Palastins, took a seat at the Committee table.)
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and for scme years ncow, has besn made extremely difficult by unilateral
action ard by decisions made, presumably within the terms of a mendatory trust,
but actually without the sanction cr supervisicn of the internaticnal bedy
which established that trust and which defined both its limits and ite purpcses.
The administration: of Palestine has, since the outbreak of the War,

ir
been conducted by the mandatory power as/it were vested with the goverelgnty

of Palestine; whereas, it is assumed to administer that country, of which it

wvas not the sovereign, as a trustee- for carrylng out the purpceses of the
mandate which clearly defined its rights=ard its obligations.

The problem of Palestine is, of course, of parammount impertance to
the Jewish people and that fact, I take it, motivated the Gexcrel Assembly

of the United Naticne to extemd an invitation to the Jewish Agency of

Palestine to present its viewa. We thank all thoee who sc warmly urged our

admiselon for thelr goodwlill and their gallant action. The Jewish Agerncy,

you will recall, 1s recognized in the mandate for Palestine as a public body
in

authorized tc speak ard act on behalf of the Jewich pecple/ end cut of Palestine

in matters effecting the setablighment of the Jewlsh Natioral Ecme.
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It ies the cnly reco-nized public body in the Mandate. It 1s reco nized
as such, to quote Ar:i cle 4, ".,..for the purpose of advising and co-operating
with the Admiriatration of Palestine in such eccnomic, soclal and other matters
as may a2flect the etnablishment of the Jewish natioral home and the intsrests of

the Jewisu pecrulaticrn in Palestine, and, subJect always to the control of the

-

Administretion, to amsist end take part in the developneant of the country.”

Under Article 6, the Jewish Agency is entitled, further, to co-operate
with the Adminietration in permitting "...closBe settlement by Jewa on the land™;
and, by Article 11, it is given a preferred status in respect to the construction
and operation of public works and the development of the natural resources of
the country.

The Jewish Agency, which we kave the h=nour to represent, therefore speaks
nct merely for the organizsd Jewish community of Palestine, the d=mocratically
elacted Nati..al Council of Palestine Jews, who are today the ploreering vaniuard
in the building of the Jewiesh national home;. it spesks also for tke Jewish people
of the world, who are devoted to this historic ideal, for 1t was charged, by the
same Article 4 of ths Mandate, "...to secure the co-operaticn of all Jews who
are willing to assist in the establishment of the Jewish naticnal home,"

I have spcken of "the Jewish people™ and "tke Jewish national hcme." In

defining the terms of reference of the caumittes of inquiry which you are to
appcint, and in all the ccmmittee's future investigations, these, in my Judurent,
should be regarded as key terms and basic concepts. They were the key terms and
the btasic concepts of the Balfour Declaratlion and of the Mandate under which
Palestine is, or should be, administered today. To proceed without relation tm
them would be to detour into a political wildermess as far a3 Palestins is
concerned. To treat the Palestine problem as if it were one ¢f w rely reconcil-
ing the differences between two sectiona of the population present.iy inhatiting

the country, or of finding a haven for a certain number of refugees and displaced
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persons, would only contribute to confusion.
The Balfour Declaration, which was issued by His Majesty's Government as
a "...decleration of sympathy with Jewish Zionist aspiration ,™ declares:
"dis Majesty's Government view with favour the establishement in Palestine

of a national hcewe for the Jewieh people.”™

The MHardits, in its preamble,reccgnizes *...the historicel connection of
the Jewiul peorle with Palestine™ and ".,.the grcunds for reconstituting™--

I call your uttentica to the word "reconstituting®--"their natiocnsl heme in that
country.”

These interpational commitments of a quarter of a century ago, which
flowed from the reccgniticn of kistoric rights and present needs, and upon
which sc much has already been built in Palestire by the Jewish people, cannot
now be smased. You cannot turn back tke hands of the clock of history.

Certainly, the United Nations, guided by its great principle, proclaimed
in its Charter, "to establich conditions under which Justice and respect for the
obligations arisinz frcm treaties and other sources of int' rnaticnal law can be
maintained,™ can never sanction the violation of treaties and of international
law.

Having thls and similar eituations in mind, a specific provision, you
will recall, was written into the Chapter of the Charter of the United Kations

which deels with territories which might become trusteeship territories, ard

which 18 therefore especially applicable to territories ricw under mandste., This

is Article 80 of the Ckarter, which reads: "i&xcept as may be azreed upon in

individual trusteeship agreements, made under rticles 77, 79, and 81, placing
each territory under the trusteeship system, and until such agreements have been
corcluded, ncthing in this Chapter shall be construed in or of itself to alter

in any merner the rights whatsoever of any states or any peoples or the terms of
existing international instruments to which Members of the United Nations may

respectively be parties.®
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It is the perspective of your ccrmittee of inquiry on the entire problem

which, in our judgment, will prove decisive. It will give direction and will

greatly expedite its work, and its conclusions will prove of cunatructiva

significence, if it will keep the proper perspective always in view.

A generation ago, the internaticnal community of the world, of which the
United Nations today is the politicel and spiritual heir, decreed that the
Jewish people should be given the right, long denied, and the opportunity to
reconstitute their national hcme in Falestline, That naticnal hcame 18 still in
the making: it has not yet bteen fully established. No internaticral ccrmunity
has cancelled or even questioned that right. The Mandatory Power,which was
entrusted with the obligation to safeguard the opportunity for the continuous
growth and dsvelopment of the Jewish national hcme, has unfortunately, in
recent years,grievously interfered with and circumscribed it, That opportunity
must now te fully restored.

When will tke Jewish national home be an accommplished fact? The answer
to that question may well be given by the man who was Prime Minister of
Great Britain at the time when the Ralfour Declaration was issued. I am quoting
the teatimeny of Mr, Lloyd George, gliven before the Palestine Royal Ccmmission
in 1937:

"There could be nc doubt,™ he said, "as to wkat the Cabinet then had in
thelr mindas. It was Lot their idea that a Jewieh state should be e-t up
immediately by the peace treaty. On the other hard, it was contemplated tkat,
when the time arrived for according representative institutions to Palestine,
if the Jews had meanwhile responded to the opportunity affordad them and had
beccme a definite majority of the inhabitants, then Palestine would thus beccme
a2 Jewish ccmmonwealth,"

"The notion that Jewish immigration,™ he continued, "™would have to be

artificially restricted in order to insure that the Jews would be a permanent
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mincrity, never entered into the head of anyone engaged in framing the policy.
That would have been rejarded as unjust and as a fraud on the reople to whom we
were arpcaling."™

This same answsr could also be given by Mr. Winston Churchill, who was an
important member of the Govermnment which issued the Balfour Declaration; by
General Smuts, who was a member of the Imperial War Cabinot at the time and who
foretold an incrsasinz stream of Jewish immisration into Palestine and "in
gererations to come, a ;reat Jewish state rising there once more"; by
Lord Robert Cecil, and by many others.

Americen statesmen shared this view of the Jewish national hcme. Thus,
President Wilscn, on Mirch 3, 1919, stated: ™I am persuaded that the Allied

nations, with the fullest concurrence of our own Government and people, are

agreed that in Palestine shall be .laid the foundations of a Jewish commonwealth,™

That the Government of the United States does not now consider the Jewish
national home as already established is clearly stated in the letter of
President Trumen to King Ibn Saud, of Saudi Arabia, dated October 29, 1946. He
wrote: "The Goverrnment and people of the United States have given support to the
cincept of the Jewish naticnal home in Palestine ever since the termination of
the first Werld Wuir, which resulted in the freeing of a large area of the Near
East, including Palestine, and the establishment of a number of independent states
which are now Members of the United Nationa,"

"The United States,™ wrote President Truman, "which contributed its blood
and resources to the winning of that war, could not divest itself of a certain
responsibility for the manner in which the freed territories were disposed of
or for the fate of the peoples liberated at that time. It tock the position, to
which it still adheres, that these people should be prepared for self -government,
and also that a national home for the Jewlsh paople should be established in

Palestine,w
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"I am happy to note," declared the Presidsnt, "that most of the liberated
peoples are now citizens of independent countries. The Jewish Naticnal
Home, however, has not as yet been fully developed."

It should, of course, be clear -- and I regret that statements made by
certain representatives in recent days bave =dhdsd to corfuse what should
be clear -- that when we spesk of a Jewish Ctate; we do not heve in mind any
racial State or any theocratic State but one which will be based upon full
equality and righte for all inhabitants without distinction of religion cr
race and without domination or subJjusaticn. Vhat we have in mind by the
Jewish State is most succinctly stated in a resolution adopted by the British
Labour Party in 1945 -- now repreegented by the present Government of Uiited
Kingdem which requested this special session of tke United Nations. I am
quoting:

"Here, we halted halfway, irresclutely between cornflicting policies. But
there is surely meitker lLope nor meaning in a Jewish National Home unless we
are prepared to let the Jews, if they wish, enter this tiny land in such
numbers as to become a majority. There was 2 strong case for thia befors
the war and there is an irresietible case for it now."

When your Committee of Inguiry will ccme to consider proposala for the
future Government of Palestine, this inescapable and i1rreducible factor --
the international obligation to ensure the continuous development of the
Jewlsh Natiornal Home -- ghould be kept, in our Judgment, constantly in mind.
I believe it would be extremely helpful to the Committee of Inguiry if the
Mandatory Goverument would present the account of its stewardship of the
Palestine Mandate to it rather than wait for tke next Asssmbly of the United
Natione. It would aesist the Committee in thinking through the problem and

at arriving at helpiul recommendations for the future Government »f Palestine.
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It is illogical, I fear, to ask the Comuittes of Inquiry to comnsider the

future Goverrment of Palestine without first making a thorough study of the

present Government to discover what was faulty in the present administration,

what neglect and what deviations occurred to have brought about a condition
g0 dangerous and explosive as to necessitate ths convokirng of a special seesion
of the United Nations to deal with it.

I believe that the Comnittee of Inquiry skould most certainly visit
Palestine. VWritten documents are important but infinltely more irstructive are
the living documente, the vieible testimony of creative effort and achievement.
In Palestine, they will see what the Jewish people, inspired by the hope of
reconstituting tkie National Home after the long weary centuries of their
hecmelessness and relying upon the honour and the pledged word of the world
community, has achieved in a few shkort years against great odds and seemingly
insurmounteble handicaps. The task was enormous.--Untrained hands, inadequate
means, overwhelming difficulties. The land wae stripped and poor, neglected
through the centuries. And the period of building took place between two
disasterous world wars when European Jewry was shattered and impoverished.
Nevertheless, the record of pioneering achievement of the Jewish people in
Palestine has received the acclaim of the entire world. And what was built
there with social vision and high human idealism has proved a blessing, we
believe, not only to the Jews cf Palestine but to the Arabs and to other
non-Jewish communities as well.

That the return of the Jews to Palestine would prove a blessing not only
to themselves but also to their Arab neighbors wae envieaged by the Emir Feisal,
who was a great leader of the Arab peoples, at the Peace Conference following

the First World War. On March 3rd, 1519, he wrote:
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"We Arabe look with the deepest sympathy on the Zionist Movement. Our
depuvatilion hers in Paris is fully acaouainted with the pronocsals submitted
yesterday by the Zionist Crganization to the Peace Confercnce ani we regerd
them 28 moderate arnd proper. Ye will do our test, in so far as we are concerned,
to kelp them thrcugh. ‘e will wish the Jews a most hearty velcoire hcme. I
look forward, and my peopls with me lodstforward, to a future in which we will
help you and you will help us so that the countries in which we are mutuelly
interested may once again teke their places in the community of civilized
peoples of the world."

Your Committee of Inguiry will conclude, we are confident, that if allowed
to develop urinterruptedly the standards cf life which have beern developed in
Palestine, the coricepts of social Justice and the modern scientific methed will
serve ag a great stimulus to the rebirth and progress of the entire Near EKast
with which Palestine and with which the destinies of the Jewish National Home
are naturally bound up.

Your Ccmmittee of Inguiry should also consider the potentialities of the

country which, if properly developed, can, according to the expert testimony

of those most qualified to speak on the sub)ect, sustain a population rmch

greater than the presert cne. Many more projects,which will result in great
ecoricmic and social improvement not alone in Palestine it in all the neightoring
countries,are awaiting developrent perding a satigfactory political solutiomn.

The Committee of Inguiry skould, while in Palestine, also loock into the
real, the fundamental causes of the tragic unrest and violence which today
mar the life of the Holy Land to which our Jewish pioneere came, not with weapons
but with tools. They will inquire, I am sure, why a psace-loving community,
whose pole interest was in building a peaceful home and fture for themselves

and their children, is being driven to a pitch of resentment tnd temeion and
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lamentably driving scme of its members to actions which we all deplore.
Tiey will ask themselvcs, I am sure, why shiplsads of helpleus Jevieh
refugees -- men, wonen,an? cuildren who have been through =11 tke hells of
Nazi Eurcpe -- are being driven away from the ghoree of tze Jewieh Natiomal

Home by a Mendatory Covernment wkich assumed, as its prime obligntion, to

facilitate Jewish inm!zgration into that country.

They will aleso investigate, I kope, how the Mandatory Government is
caerrying out anotker of its obligaticne wkich was to encourage close gettlement
of the Jews on the land; when, in actual practice, it is today seversly
réstricting free Jewish settlement to an area less than six per cent of that
Liny country, and is enforcing tcday in the Jewish Naticnal Home discriminatcry
recial laws which the Mandate, as well as the Charter of the United Natioms,
severely ccndemns.

By way of digression, let it be said -- if it need be seid at all -- that
we are not ..gaged, nor shall wo be engaged, in any criticism or condemnation
of the pecple of the United Kinglom. Ve have no quarrel with them. On the
contrary, we have the highsst regard and admiration for that people and for ite
monumental contributions to democratic civilization; and we shall never forget
that it was the United Kingdom which first amcng tke nations gave recognition
to the national aspirations of the Jewish people. t is only a wrong ard
unjustifiable policy which contradicts and tends to defeat the far-visioned
Britieh statesmanship of earlier gesurs which we condemm.

Ve lLope . most earnestly that the Committee of Inquiry will also vigit tke
Displaced Persons Camps in Eurcpe and see with their own eyes the appalling
human tregedy which mankind is permitting to coatinue unehated two years --
it is exactly two yaars todsy since VE Day -- after the close of the war in

which the Jewish people was the greatect puffarer.
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While committees of investigation and study are reporting on their sad
plight, and while inter-governmental discussions and negotiations are going
on, these war-ravaged men and wcmen are languishing in thelr misery, still
waiting for salvation, They ask for the bread of escape and hope; they are glven
the stone of Inquiries and investigations, Thelr morele 1s slumping terribly.
A spirituel deterioration, I em afraid, is setting in among them, It 1s only
the hope that tomorrow--perhaps tcmorrow--redemption may come that keeps their
epirit from breaking utterly, Most of them are desperately eeger to go to the
Jewish national home. I hope that the consclence of mankind, speaking through
you and through your Committee of Inquiry, will meke it poseible for these
weary men and wemen to find peace at last and healing in the land of their fondest

hopes, and that their liberation will not be delayed untll the report of the

Committee is finally made and the acticn of the Assembly is finally teken, but

that, pending ultimate decisions and implementetions, these unfortunate pecple
will be permitted forthwith to migrate in substantial numbers to Palestine,
There 1s a desperate urgency ebout this tragic human problem, my friends,
which brocks no deley. An immediate relaxation of the restrictive measures on
immigration into Palestine and a return to the status which prevailed before
the White Paper policy of 1939 was imposed will not only be a boon to these
suffering humans, but will greatly relieve the present meracing temsions in
Palestine, will wash out much of the bitterness and will emable the deliberaticns
of your Committee of Inquiry and of the next Assembly to be carried on iIn a
calmer spirit, in en atmosphere of moderation and good will, Ve are all eager
for peace. We must all make a contribution to achieve it. But the declelve

contribution cen only be mede by the mendatory govermment.
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I hope that I have not abused yowr patience, Mr. Chairmen, and the patience
of the representatives of the United Nations here assembled. Permit me to
conclude with this observation:

The Jewish people places great hcre upon the outcome of the deliberations

of this pgreat body. It has faith in its collective sense of justice and fsirness

and in the high ideals'which inspire it. Ve are an encient people, and though

we have often, on the long hard road which we have traveled, been disillusioned,
we have never been disheartened. Ve have never lost faith in the sovereignty
and the ultimate triumph of great moral principles. In these last tragic years,
vhon the whole houschold. of Isrmel be;;me onc great hostelry of pain, we could
not have built what we did build had we not preserved our unshakable trust in
the victory of truth. It is in that strong faith and hope that we wish to
Cooperate with you in this task vhich you have undertaken,

The Jewish people belongs in this society of nations, Surﬂ;y the Jewish
people is no less deserving then other peoples whose national freedom and
independence have been established ard whose representatives are now seated
nere, The Jewish people were your allies in the war and Joined their sacrifices
Lo yours to achieve a common Vietery, ™The representatives of the Jewish people
of Palestine should sit in your midst. The representatives of the people and
of the land which gave to mankind apiritual and ethical values inspiring human
personalities and sacred texts which are your treasured possessions--we hope
that that people, now rebuilding agtln its national 1life in its ancient

homelend, will be welcomed before long by you to this noble fellowship of the

United Nationa.
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CHATRMAN: Does any Member of the Committee wish to address any questions
to Dr. Silver on any points arising out of hils statement and which concern the

item on our agende which we are diecussing now?

Mr, ASAF ALY (India): 1 shall confine myself very stictly indeed to the

statement made by Dr. Silver.

I must firat of all congratulate him on the eloguence of fects and the
moderation born of long centuries of suffering. I essure him that truth ghall
win in the last resort and humen conscience will not abanden its function, He
will permit me, therefore, to put to him just a few questions which ariee out of
his statement.

The very first questiorn which I should like to ask him is this: Vhat vas
the number of Jews from outeide in Palestire in 1900, egain in 1930, and finally
in 1939 when the White Paper of 1939 was igsued by the British GﬂverEMﬂﬁt?

CHATRMAN: Dr. Silver will no doubt make a note of that question. I do not
suppose we can expect him to produce all these facts without a little conslderation.
We might go on to the next Member of the Committee who has expres3ed a desire to
ask a question. That is the Member of the Committce from Polend,

Mr. ASAF ALI (India): I have six more questions,

CHAXRMAIN: Then you may ask the other five. Dr. Silver might make a note of
all thigc quections and angwer them at his converience.

Dr. Abba Hillel SILVER:(Representative of the Jewish Agency for Paleatine):
[ should prefer, if I may, to collect all these questicns and at some proper moment
perhaps request the opportunity of answering them, because I should like to give
28 complete and satifactory replies as I can,

CHATRMAN: I think that would probably be better--if the questions were
addressed to you now and, if you see fit, they may be answered later, either

rally or in writing.
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Mr. ASAF ALI (India): My next question would be whether Dr., Silver

recognizes the fact that there is a very clear distinction between a Jewish

state and a Jewish naticnal home, which is mentioned in the mendate. Does he
also recognize the fuct that even the statement,to which he made = reference,
which was mede by the representative of the ILiberal Goverrment--or the Tabour

Party--referrsd not to a Jewish state but to a Jewish national home?
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iy third question is concérned with Ir. Silver's reference to Europeen

Jewry., Will ke be o kind as to provide us with some idea of the age of the
vérious communities of Wational Jewry living in r~urope, who would now like to
go back to the naticnal home; how lon, have they lived in Europe; &nd are they
easily &ssimilable in Ifeclestine?

My fourth question is as follcws: He hes made a statement toc the effect
thet at Paris in 1519 en extremely conciliatory stetewent was made by & great
Areb leader whoe welcomed the Jews tc Felestine., Is there any reascn why the
Arabs ere resisting immigration now?

My Tifth question rclateg to the refugees from nezi oppressiocn. The
Hazi Government in Curope t&as been complstely suppressed and Nezi Gerneny is
now under the control of the security Council, or, &t eny rate, the United
Netlons., If thet is so, is there any roason why these refugees cennot be
Xesettled in thelr natural Germen home vhere they speak the language of the
country and where they find themselves {er more easily &assimilable.

My sixth and last guestion would be a&bout the conditions which are
currently prevailing in Pelestine, It is very gratifying to lecarn that
Ir. Silver, on behalf of the Jevish Agency, has reccgnized the noble role which
the people of the United Kin:dom have ul&yed in recognizing the urgency of the
Jewish problem. lcy I know why public servants of the Govornment of tix
United Kingdom, who &re doing their duty under extrexely difficult clrcumstances,
&ére being picked off today by vioclence?

CHAIRMAN: idcst of those questions, not &ll of them, ere factual in
character and the information c&n no doubt be securecd and can possibly be
circulated in written form. One or twe of them ere not guite so factual, I
hope they will not, in their reply, provoke a debate on 1issues which &re not

¥

yet within the terms of reference of this Committee end 1 hope it will not

come within its terms of reference.




AfC.1/2.V.50
a5

There are iurther questions that some members would like to address to you,
Dr., osilver, cn peints which wlil, L hopes, help us in cur work of constituting
and Instructing the speciel committee of inguiry, and for that purpose the
representative of Foland would like to address one or two questions to you.

Mr. PIDEEKIEWICZ (Polend): I would like to ask the representative of the
Jewish Agency Dr, Silver just two questions,

Firet of all, who represents the Jevish Agency, how many organizetions,
how is the Executive Committees established and orgaenized, and how does it work?

The second question: Have there been &ny attempts at ccllaboration between
the Jevws and Arabs in iglestins?

Sir Alexander CADCGAN (United Kingdom): I am nct quite sure, iMr. Chairmen,
that I shell be in order. I was not strictly intending to &ddress & guestion
to Dr. Silver, but rether to meke a ccmuent on & certain passage in his speech.
I stau}d be in a sense perhaps rather replying to & question he put to me, I
did want to make & very ghort declaration in one sontence which I thought might
be helpful.

CHAIFMAN: I think this guestioning process ought te work both ways.

Sir Alexander CADCCGAN (United Kir:dom): I merely wiash to say thaet I would

like to dispel any misunderstending which might still exist, which maey have
arisen out of the terme cof the letter in which I had the hconour to request the
Secretary-Ceneral to summon & meetiing of the Speclal Assewbly. In thet letter
there was & pessage stating that my Government woulc be prepered to givs full
ant complete information to the Assembly., 1 wish tc meke it quite clear, and
formelly, that, if the Guneral Assembly sets up a special investigating
ccomittee, my Govermment of course will be entirely et the dlsposal of that
comaittee and will give all possible informetion, which will include an zccount

of their stevwardship.
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Mr. GONZAL S-FERNANDLZ (Colombia): I hope to be quite in order

3

vir. Cleirmen. According to cur resoluticn, we are going to hear the views of
the aifferent agencles with regard tc constituting and instruecting this
com:ittee, With your permission, . should like to ask Dr. Silver, not a3 an
element of final Jjudgment for us, but simply as &n element of illustration,
what the views of the Jewish Agency for Palestine are regerding the composition
of the investig&ting coomittee. Vo bhave up to this point two proposals
presented in & formel manner &nd & suggestion presented by another dslegeation.
I should like very much to know the point of view of the Jewish Agency fcr

Felostine, simply as an illustrative ele.ent.

CHAIRMAN: No doubt, Ir. Silver will take that gueetion under advisement

Mr, AIDROVS (South Africa): I would very shortly like to join with my
Indian colleague in complimenting Lr. Silver on the very moderate, elcguent,
&and precise acddress thet he bhas made to this Committee, I am sure that it is
going to be extremely helpful to us In our deliberations in consldering the
question of Instructing and eetting up this ccomittee of inguiry. 1 would hope
too that, if we hear any further repreecntatives, the high stenderd,which
Ir. Silver has maintained, will be continued before this Committe:, 1 would
cnty ask him one questicn and that has relation to the terms cf reference which
ve may be giving this ccumittee of Iinquiry. Dr. Silver hes referred to the
homeless Jews in Zurope. If he would be 30 kind &8s to help me clarify my own
mind, he scid that the coumittee of inquiry should look into the condition of
the homeless Jews in Zurope. 1 would &ask him, does he mean that the committee
of inquiry should lock into that situation as & whole cr only in relation to the

question of continuing immipgration intc ralestine.
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CHAIRMAN: Are there any further questions?

(No response)

CHAIRMAN: Dr. Silver, you have given the Committee scmething to think
about, and the Committee has given you & fev guestions to think about. There
mey be additionsl ones submitted in writing, vhich we will pass on to you. The
result of this is, 1 suppose, that we may request you or another representative
of your Agency to egain appear before this Committee, and we would be most
grateful if you would hold yourself in reediness for thet purpose,

Dr. fAbba Hillel SILVER (Jewish Agency for Falestine): I thenk you very

much, Mr, Cheilrman, for the cowrtecy you heve extended to me.
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CEATRMAN: We should now proceed, I suppose, with the further dlscvecion
of this item on the sgenda, the constituting and instructing of the committee
of inguniry. You will recall that yesterday we had two resolutions on this
point, but that we were engeged In a general debate, not specifically on eny
particular resclution. Since yesterday, however, an asdditional resolution hee
beer. submitted by the delegation of E1 Selvador, which is now being circul=ted,

We shall now continue the genersl discussion on the matver.

Mr, PONCE (Ecusdor) (Interpretation from Spenish): The delegation of

Ecusdor has studied with some considerable attention the important draft reso-
luticrns presented by the delegetions of the United States and the Argentine
Republic, each of which has the same pialseworthy purpose of orgenizing in the
best way the special committee which is to stuvdy the problem of Palestine.

The delegation of Ecusdor regrots very sincerely that it cannot give its
suppcrt to the draft resolution of the Argentine Republic, =nd declares its
adherence to the draft resolution of the United Stetes, for the reasons which
I now have the honour of stating,

A fundemental characteristic of tke Amer'cEn dreft reesolution which our
delegatipn supports is the comstituting of a special committee which excludes
the courtrir directly interested in the problem of Pslestine, with the laudaple
desire of seeing to it that the special commlttee be afforded the greatest
imonrtiality and independence possible.

We do not wish to say that it is possible to assure absclute Independence
and impartiality, but we do mean that the countriee which are not directly in-
terested in the problem, the countries whose rights =re not under considerstion
ard who do not have interests in this - 'ilter of a voliticel, ecoromic, wtrategic,
or of snother similar nature, will morce closely approach impartiality erd in-
dependent judgment than the others vhich are defending their rights or attemnting

-
to protect their interests.
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n the words of the distinguislied : .presentative of the United States,
spoken yeaterday before thls Committee:

"This sclection 1s made with regerd to the geogreaphicel dlstribution of
the Stetes ae well ag with the idea In mind of having States which do not have
=pparent close interests involved in the problem they will have to study.”

This would permit the report which the committee will prepere to gain the
respect and support of the countries herc, and of all peoples or slmost all
peoples & condition necesszry for the attaimnment of an effective solution.

The impartislity snd independence which, to a notable degree, the committee
will heve will perhaps give its report »n uncontesteble morel force. We believe
that the committee which the Assembly of the United Nations will finelly approve
caen hardly be vetoed by the Mandatory State.

Ls our delegation sald e few days zgo before the General Ccmmitlee, this
speciel ccmmittee which will be constituted, while teking into consideration
the elements of impertiality and indeperdence, will not be enothexr of the many
commissions which have slreesdy studied tke pioblem of Palestline, nor will its
report be considered as merely one more report which is to be added to the
varioue onee elready exlsting.

Three countries of Americe figure among the seven countries on the specliel

committee suggested by the United States. They are Cenade. Peru, and Uruguay,

for whom our delegetion will vote with plessure. Also, we are very satisfied

to have Sweden, Holland, Czechoslovakia, end Iran as members of the specisal
committee.

As fer sc the terms of reference are concerned, the delegation of Ecuador
finds the itreadti: which the American proposal provides to be advisable.

Amorg, the points of greatest welgh* 11 gravity which the speciel committee
will heve to stwdy, no doubt, is the point of the Mendate iteelf, because we

have heard statements frcm countries which denied its validity. We need to know
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the significance and scope of the Balfour Declaration of 2 November 1917; the
significance and scope of the Mandate of 1922; the significance and scope of

the term, "Jewish home in Palestine."” We need to kmow the significance, ecapc
end legality of the White Paper of 1939. We need to know, as well, the situation
of the Jews in Europe, as well as the conditions prevailing at present in
Palestine,

The report which the ppeciel committee is to present to the Assembly in
September must point the way toward a praiseworthy and immediate solution of
the problem, The most equitable solution and the most Just solution will be
the one which will impose upon the parties the least sacrifice, because we can
well foresee that in eny cese there will be sacrifices., The fairest and most
just solution would be the one which could be carried out without the use of
force, or with a minimum use of force.

Only the morsl authority of the United Nations, duly supported, can bring
aebout an early solution tou this problem which cests new sbidowe upon the peace
of the world, = world which scarpely knows whether peace haal yet been re-
established, It 1s now the responsibility of the emall, neutral countries to
ptudy, with impertgality and independence as far ae possible, the problem of
Pelestine, so that the Gemeral Aseembly of the United Nations may later adopt
en equitable and efficacious solution.

The time for this decision--and even more important, the time for carrying
1t out--¥1ll be the time of greetest responsibility for the great countries,
Upon these latter countries will deperd, in the last ana.lﬁis , the future of the
ighernatinnal Organization, The United Netions 18 faced with a very serlous
situation, the comsequences of which are related intimately with the maintenance

of peace, security, and the contnuous progress of humanity,
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Mr. PALZA (Bolivia) (Interpretaticn from Speanish): The object which T
have in teking the floor is thet of supporting the proposel which has Just been
mede by our honourable collesgue, the representative of Ecusdor. The point of
view of the delegetion of Bolivia on this matter which ig under discussion
consists of the following: Between the *wo proposels which we heve before us--
that is to say, the propoeal of the United States end the proposal of Argentina--
there ‘s & substantive difference. In the secord or Argentine proposal, the
five areat powers would take part. But on the committee which ie to undcrtale
the study of the problem of Pelestine there must not be representatives of any
one of the five greet powers. This is the point of view which, In the Judgment
of the delegation of Bolivia, is the right one, because the elementary concept
igs th~t no one ghould be a part of, and a Judge in, his own cese.

On the other hend, the mroposal of the United States presents, in brilefer

terms, the matter which wrs the objectlive of th- hArgentine propesal--that ieg to

say, both resolutions hed the seme purpose which we are seeking: that of con-

stituting & committee which will be sufficlently impartial so that it may study
this greve end delicete problem in the breoadest and most complete way possible.

The Aimerican propossl has the great merit of beirg simpinr end clearsrt, Therefor

-

with all due respect for the Argentine proposal, e dc’ecnlio.n of Dolivia, I
repeat,would like to Join in the proposal made by Fcuedcr,wiich supports the

American proposal ard requests that it be put to the vots.
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Mr. STOLK (Venezuela) (Interpretation from Spanish): The delegation of
Venezuela feels that with the decision already adopted by the Genersl Aseenbly,
the previous queetions which have been under coneideration concerning the point
for which the delegetions of fifty-five countries wvere called, will have been

terminated, and it will be poeseibie to study, without any further delay, the

approoriatences of constituting the committee proposed by the Government of the
be
United Kingdom and the composition and powere which will/given to this comuittee.

We have heerd the intersting statement of the distinguished repregentative
of the Jewish Agency for Palestine, and all of us hope that the Arab Higher Com-
mittee will elso be heard on the metter which is occupylng our attention, so
that we will be able to meke a decision in this matter after the etatements of
both parties concerned are he&rd.

In yesterdey morning's meeting, there were two intereating proposals pre-
sented; one. from our colleague from the United States, and the other from the
Republic of Argentina. There hae Juet been circuleted a new draft resolution
by the delegation of El Salvador referring to the terms of reference of the com-
mittee which we propose to establish. We have heard an explanation of the first
two resolutione end the opinione of some of our colleagues concerning them.

To these commentaries, I wish to add a few obeervatlions which I feel ere
indispeneeble, 8o that thoee who are in a poeition to do so mey clear up certain
aspects of the problem,and those delegatione who have not formed o ccrialtive
opinion yet can determine their position in full knovledps 8 fatwn, o WOich will
influence, doubtlessly, the standerd which we adopted in constiiuting this com-
mittee. Upon this will depend the euccese of the tack which tke committee is

aoing to have, and the favourable support which 1te decisione will have.
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The content of both proposale -- I am referring to the United States pro-
poeal and the draft reeolution of Argentina -- have some points in common, as
well ae other pointe which can compliment each other; theoee relating to the
brecadth and liberty of the functions of the committee, the guarantee that
the parties will be heard by the investigeting commitiee, the point which refers

to budgetary questione, and the time limit for presentiag a report. Tlese pro-

posals differ in their fundamental pointe as has been noted by others who have
preceded me. One proposal advocztes the constituting of a2 committee by neutral
countries. I would say less-interested or more impariial countries, because I
do not belleve...

CHAIRMAN: May I ask the rperesentative of Venezuela to speak a little
slower as the simultanecue interpreters &re having e little difficulty.

Mr. STOIK (Venezuele) (Interpretation from Spanieh): Of couree. I waa
eaying that one of the two proposals recommends the committce be set up of
neutral countriee. I would rather call then less-intereested countries or more
ippartial countries, becsuse I do not believe that at the present moment, after
the recent experience of war, it would be convenlent tc use the term I am
criticlzing..

With all respect, we have heard the frrefutable reasons for defending thile
theeis,j:ith no lees reason we have also heasrd the statement made with regard to
thie perpanent Membere of the Security Council, eo that th= countries called
middle-aized and emell can take up a responsibility which would be exclualve
es recarde the investigation of fects, collating of data, and the formulation

of recommendatione on the Paleetine problem, end they may exerclse the capacity

they have to contribute in a calm spirit towards the solution cf the great

pcat-war problem.
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The other propceal, cn the other hand, hae a different viewpoint. Its

content derivee from the agreement of the signers of the Sen Francieco Charter

who, in view of the great responeibilitiee of the Five Great Pcwere to maintain

peace, dedicated the famous rule of unenimity amongst them, which we know as the
veto right and which is applicable to questions of esubatance in the Security
Council. Thia concept, In other worde, ie nothing more thsn the reccogniticn
thet the permanent Members of the Security Council find thsmeelves obligmted,
becauee of faith, becauee of their politicel powes and thelr economlc power to
agsume the great responeibilities that welgh on them, and what ie more important,
to do all they can to cmelder and resolve the great preblems thet face humanity
cn a level of principle, in an atmosphere of mutval confidencg with a view to
equitable sclutions, soluticne inepired in the ideals of peace, Justice ard
equality, so as to make pceeible understanding &nd esupport for the
eoclutions reached, The role of other States in such cirecumetances would be &
co-operative, useful role.

With regard tc the queetion at bhand, we know thattic of the five permanent
Membere of the Security Courncil do not wish to take rpart in the committee for
Pelestine. I repeat that the resone for taking this position have been stated.

I respect the attitude of the representative of Argentina when he egtated
that he would not insist on his draft which wae based on the co-operation of
the Five Greaet Powere, if one or more of them do not want to be e member of the
committee.

I wonder If we should notfirst clear up the scope of the statements nade
by the representativee of these two countriee, What dcee their poeition mean
exactly? What ie the thought of thie Committee? If the reeponelbility falls on
one of the States to be a member of the committee, ies it obligatory or is it

subjJect to excuses? If we do not consider all this, it eeems to me we cannot
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further our work and reach convenient end firm-de .isicns.

Thie 18 why I want to know whether the Governnents of the United States and
of the United Kingdom are dieposed to be reepreeented in the Pelestins committes,
in case thie Firet Committee and the General Assembly should decide that the
committee of Inquiry ehculd incliude permanent Membere of the Security Council,
or if the criterion suggested up to now would not rather favour the contrary

thesia, should it be accepted by & majority of the Members of the United Nationms.

I wieh finally to stete eincerely thet I cannct form & clear opinion cn

thie question because I recognize that there may be reesesons cr sescruplee of
conecience or perecnal convicticns that perhaps forbid, to a State of the
United Naticne, the acceptance of a majority vote on thie question of forming

a cormittee which wae the purpose of thie Special Session of the General Assembly

CHAIRMAN: The rerreeentative of Venezuela has addressed a rather important
question to the permenent Membere of tke Security Council, and they may, in due
couree, wieh to reply to this cueetion.

Mr. HAGLOF (Sweden): I take it that thie general discussion which we ere
having le meant to be e preliminary diecuseicn. The Owillsh delegation, for
which I have the honour to epeak, would be very heppy to have an opportunity,
firet of all, to lietencarefully to other delegationa befcie we coms to & defi-
nite opinion on this gquesticn which, after all, ie the principal gquestion of
thies special seasion.

What I cen offer today ere only remerke of a very general nature. There
are, of couree, before ue, two mein queetions. The firet question concerns the
terme of reference, and the second queetion concerne the conetitution or the
composition of the special committee. I fully agree with what wes sald yesterday
by more then one representative here, that the first question ie, in a way, the
most important one. Anyway, that ie the firet question, and we have to agree on

the terms of reference before we can take any final decislon on the compoeition
of the epeclal committee.




HDV /uib AfC.1/P.V.50
Y&

In the view of the Bwedish dele;ation, the terms of reference should be
as wide a8 _ossible. The Coumittee should not be merely a fact finding
Commitiee, but a Cormittee with the duty of making definite recommendations.
This is, as far as I can see, not quite clear from the Argenilnisn draft
resolution. wherein it is stated only that the committee should study the
situation in Palestine and glve a report to enable the Assembly to consider
the question. It seems to me, if I mey say so, thet the American draft on
this pcint is clear, wherein it is stated that a committee should prepare for
the consideration of the Assembly of the future Covernment of Palestine. Later
on this is amplified by steting "...proposals for the solution of the problem

of Palestine... I think it is important that in those terwms of reference
we sh~uld not exclude any possible alternciive such as "The Independence of
Palestine", "The Ccasation of the Masndate,” etc.

I wonder, and this is cnly a suggestion, whether it would not be useful

tc speak alone of the future Governmeni, but alsc of the future status of

Palestine. All this, of course, may be much clearer when we have also listened

to the othor parties toda;. Ms be this point will bte cleer to us after we

have listened to the Jewish Agency,and the Arad Higher Committee.

With regard to the second main problem before us, the problem of the
composition of the committee, it is not possible at the present stage to
reach any definite decision. The drzft recolutisn presented today by the
honoursble representative of El Salvador, concerns only,as far as I can see
it, the terms of reference., However, the two drafts which we have before us
also contein rec mmendations as to the composition of the speclal coumittee.
The two drafts give us & very clear-cut choice between two different methods.
I ar uncertaln as to whethor or not i1t 18 possible in the courso ¢f these
deliberations to mix the two drafie end to arrive at a compromise between the

methods. But, I think, for the sake of, argument, it is good that we have two




HDV /mb A/C.lf’P.v.*}D
".|'1

drafts with two very clear-cut alternatives.

The representative of the United States pointed out yesterday that
el<her wethod has its advantages and disasdvantages. It is clear to me that
if the special coumittee is going to be composed sclely of representatives
of --1I would not like to say neutral couniries bocause neutrality is a term
vhich has very 1little to do with this matter--but may I say representatives
of countiries which have no interest of their own in the matter, that in our

on

opinion the work of the committee will be :3rr:edfﬁcre smoothly, and at least
from a technical point of view, in a more effective manner. Moreover, a
comnittee of this kind composed of representatives of, may I say, disinterested
States, will be more sheltered frcm accusations of partiality.

Un the other hand, 1t ie clear that there are many questions of high
molicy involved In the Palestine Jroblem and t$hat whatever solution the
special comnittee will recommend to the Asgewbly, th.s solution will require
the very materiel support of the Great Powers. The discussionsa we have had
in this Assewbly elrsady have, I think, only ccenfirmed the impression that the
Palestine question can be sclved within the framewcrk of the United Naticns only
if the Great Poweras are agreed es to the course to be followed.

There are certainly wmany mofc arguments, but I will limit oyself o say
that it seems difficult at the yresent stage of our deliberations to strike
a real balance between the advantages and disadvantages of the twe methods.
There ia, however, one point which seems to me to be of certain great lmportance.
Ve take it for pranted that if we,in this Ccumittee, should finally decide in

favour of a committee composed only of representatives of smaller powers, that

such a decision would presuppose “‘he Great Powers sre agreed in not wishing to

participate. I would likes«to express that in a more positive way. It is
only if the Great Powers declare they find it useful and in the intergsts of the

United Nations to ebstain frow participation, that I think the smaller powers




HDV /ub A/C.1/P.V.50
LE =50

would have sufficient reasonsa for taking this difficult task upon themselves.
Finally, Mr. Chairman, the Swedish delegat’on would like to peint out,

as I think other represencatives have done before them, the necessity of

keeping the number of oommit.ee Members as small a8 poaslble. We all know,

by experience, that it is easlier to work within a small body. It seems to

us that the Mewbership should not pass seven, or maybe nine.
that

I see/in the Argentinian drafc resoclution it is stated tio committee

should transmit its report to the Secretary-General not later than the first

of September. I fully agree, and I would like to express the hope that we will
be able to fix today, or one of ihe next few days, the date when the committee
should start its work.

Mr. BELT (Peru) (Interpretation from Spanish): In this preliminary
deba‘te, the delegaticn of Ieru wishes to express its epyreciation tec the
Republica of Argentina and the United States for the proposals they have
submitted for our consideration. The constituting of a svecial coumittee of
investigation for the Pal=stine oJroblem is & worthy contribution to the
eassential work of this special Genersal Asseubly. The standard that inapires
the congititution of this Committco in the Jroposal of the United States is
in agreewent with that of my Government, inasmuch as my Government considers
that it fevours the possibilities of a harmonicus, impartial, and constructive
vask that corresucnds to the need--that of investiga.ing the pertinent
data and submitting to the next General Assembly cropcsals for the solution
of the Palestine problem. I wish,in this regard,to state thal the adjective
"neutral” in this case cennot mean indifference,passivity, or lack of interest
in relation to this question, which is an obviously universal guestion. Its

importance and urgency has been the cause of our gathering here.
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The blood that spills itgelf tcday in Paleptine 1s a caupe of anguieh
to us, and we all, in our hearts and on our lips, invcke peace, and invecation
that was made so vibrantly ard so eloguently br the representative of New
Zeaeland. There cannot then exiet that kind of neutrality in tcday's world,
and still less among the Members of the United Nationes with regard to & humran
problem of such significance. We understand, rather, that neutrality in this
cege means abeence of vested Interest, prejudice with regard to the question
that might compromise or upset the impartiality and spirit of Justice which
is neceesary for the study and investigstion and consideration of the eclutions
to the Palestine problem.

Peru eappreciates the menticn made of it in the proposal of the United
States. We all know, in huran affairs, how desirable it 1s to fulfill
honourable and profitable posts, and we understand thet a post on the Palestine
Commiesicn is a great honour, but alsc a greet responseibility, and 1t 1s rnot
one we seek. However, whatever States the Assembly eelects, we all have
confidence that the Members ¢f the United Naticne will rot evade or refuee
either the dutise or the responeibilities that will be entrusted to them.

The delsgaticn of Peru wishes, in particular, to exprecs ite agreement with
the clauee of the United States propceal which refers to the functions and
powere of the Commission, which it finda well formulated and asg ample and
wide in eccype as necesea;y for the fulfillment of the great taek which kas

been entrusted to the Commiesicn.

Mr. BENRIQUEZ-URENA (Dcminican Republic) (Interpretation from Spanish):

The two principel propoeals which kave been sutmitted fcr the consideration
of the Cormittee are at the present mument the mcet 1nteresting points in our
debate. They show great care in their formulaticn, ard great attention in the

gtudy of the problems that are teing congidered. It has been eald that it would
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h? poesible to ccmbine them. There 1s a firet questicn on which they differ,
es has been said here elready. That isﬁ?a guestion of the participaticn of
the Five Perwanent Members of the Security Council in that Commiseion of Inquiry.
I am in favour of the opinicn of the Dominican delegation that effectively
the Five Permanent Members of the Security Ccuncil could well form part of
this Commisaion, but there is & point ag yet unsettled, which is  that scme,
cr cne of them has expressed the desire nct to be on the Commission. In that
case, we should either be able to count on the presgence cof all, or 1f not,
to support the propoesal suggested by the United States, which excludea them,
and which lcoks rather towards the essential points, that the constitution
of this Ccomissicn be linited to a group of nations that are nct partial--that
ls to say, nations that are impartial in this question,

I agree with many of my colleegues in thinking that the word "neutral
does not have the same meaning as might be given it at cther times. I cannot
forget, with regard to the ccncept of neutrality, the clever wcrds of a Pan-
Americen statesman at a time when his ccuntry was detating an electoral problem
btetween Ccnservatives and Liberals, It wae eald tkat the neutral party was
going to settls the question, This etatesmen sald: "Those whem I krow are
neutral ‘onservatives and neutral Liberals beth." In tkis case, it is necessary
to take intc account the corncept of impertilality, the ccncept ¢f noct being
a party. This means belng impartial, and this le what we seek--impartisclity=--
those nations .. becauee cf their interest and conditicns--geographical and
political--do nct kave a direct interest in this question., If, in effect, the

negative attitude persists arcngst the Permanent Merlers of the Sscurity Council

cf not forming a pert of the Ccnmiesion, we shculd favour the formula suggeeted

eo correctly by the United States. Within its limite tlere is & pcesibility cf

conciliation with ancther phase of the question suggested by Argentina--that ls,
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a more proportiocnal geographical distribution, enlarging perhaps, even if not
by & number exceeding two or three, the number of Membera that are to conotitute
thie Cocmmission. Instead of seven we could have perhaps ninse cr ten. This
would rot change the guestlcn substantially, end it would give us the
peeslbility of taking into eccount a breoad geographical distribution which
would be more in agroement with the points of view set forth in the Rules
of Procedure of the United Nations.

Tkat is to say, there ere some regions of the earth that are nct taken
into account by the brief mention of mseven Members. Even in ths prepertion in
which Member States cf Eurcope and of America are repreeented, 1t might be taken
into account that there 1s ro raticn cf scuthern: Eurcpe, an there is in America--

gome from the north ard from the ecuth, Therefcre, there would perhaps be Members
miseing from tropicel Arerica, namely Central America ard the Antilles.

This last part of the question is easily mede acceptable by lncreasing
the number cf Membere c¢f the Ccmmiseion, which wald egatisfy the propoeal of
Argentina and bring it into line with the propoeal of the United States,

The propoeal just distributed, emarating frem the Republic of El Salvador,

refers to enother impertant point of the question, that ig, the terms of reference

cf this Commiseion. It might be theuglt tkat if we go on to vcte the solution
adcpted with its basis in the United Statee prnpceal,?ituld already have
eptablished and settled the problem of the terms cf referenze, or whsther
there would be reom for enlarging and expetlating cn points as here suggested,

80 ag to define better ecme of tie matteras that arse to be recommended to the

Ccomittes.
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It seems to me that there would be no obstacle once the United States
proposal is approved, with a few corrections as suggested. It would still remain
for the Committee to make more definitive and more precise, in a separate

proposal rather than snamendment, this questicn of the terms of refernnce, because

it might well be that scme delegations, among them, mine, would consider it

interesting to specify these points exactly, and make them concrete in the
reccmmandations made to the Committee.

Therefore, we have, in the El Salvador proposal, a reference to a phase
of the question not considered in the speeches made up to now, on the -question
of consultations and information, questions sugzested, for example, by the
Indian delegation. They might be cause for certain action which the Committee
would have to take. I refer also to other gquestions made by other delegations,
to the Jewish Agency which we have here this morning.

The Swedish delegation has also made scme suggestions on the form which it
would be well to consider in these terms of reference, the Jjudicial status that
mizht be given to Palestine or to the Go?erfment that might be given it. These
and cther pointe or phases of the question can perhaps be considered of sufficient
importance to be formulated concretely for study.

It seems to me that the only way to reconcile these two procedural questicns
with regard to the proposal that is to be approved, would be, as 1 have said,
once the United States proposal is approved, with slight corrections, that we
should make it possible, in case the Ccmmittee should think it neceasary, to
specify, in an additignal proposal, some concrete point which we might think
necessary with regard to the terms of reference. All this, besides what has
been generally expressed in the first proposal, would then have become resolutions.

That is what I think is pertinent to submit now for the consideration of

the Ccomittee,
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Mr. PAPENEK (Czechoslovakia): I would like to make a few observations,
in this general discussion, only as far as it concerne the composition of the
special committee. The delegations of the United Nations propose that a
special committee to prepare for the consideration, at the next regular session
of the Assembly, how the future government of Palestine should be constituted.
In our opinion, the proposals that such a committee should prepare and bring to
the General Assembly, should be Just. But it is not enough to be just. They
must be acceptable, and they must be acceptable, first of all, to those who will
be charged with their execution.
the great Powers and
It seems to me that in the first place,/the Mandatory Power will be
charged with the execution of the proposals that will emarate from that committee,
Therefore, why should they not participate in the preparation of such a proposaly

If they are ready to accept a proposal of & ccmmittee of disinterested Powers,

it seeme to me that they should be ready to prepare, or help prepare, a proposal

for the next sesslon, themselves. In that way they would facllitate the

discussions and decisions of the Gensral Assembly.

The proposal of the United States contains a great thought concerning the
decisions of those who do not participate in the conflict or in the problem.
This principle is on the basias of the courts of Jjustice in every civilized
country. We must not forget that there is behind such a decision of a judge,
of a court, an executive state power. Without such a state power which is
ready to force the execution, there is no reason to have any decision.
Unfortunately, the United Nations have not gone that far., The committee,
whatever it will propose, will not have a backing of a power which would force
its execution.

The United Natione is based on the principle of agreement, of collaborationm,
not only among those who do not participate directly in the problem, but of

those who are directly participating. The Security Council is based on this
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principle. There has to be agreement among the great Powers. If we have a
comaittee which will be based on the decision of disinterested Fowers, we are
endengering, instead of facilitating, the work of the United Nations, and

espécially of the General Assembly., Yesterday it was stated here that these

decisions or discussicns in the Security Councll--the Peace Conferences ware

menticned--do not give us any assurance of such agreement., This was stated also
in connection with the Report of the Military Staff Ccmmittee. I agree. But
aven if thers 18 no agrserent on every problem, I have to hear as yet that anycne
would propcss that the peace treaties be concluded without the participation of
the great Powers, or perhaps that the military force of the Unlted Naticne ehould

be preparsd and created without the participation of the great Fowsrs,
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That is why we feel that although the committee should be a very small
one, those who will be called on to carry out the decieions should help to
prepare the decieions. Therefore, 1 agree with the first part of the propoeal
of the representative of Argentira. Unfortunately, I could not agree with the
second part of it, which leaves the composition of the committee to mere chance.
If we leave it that way, it could happen that, next to the five Great Powers --
if we agree on that -- we could Lave four other Members of the British
Commonwealth. I do not think that the United Kingdom Goverrnment hed this in
mind when they proposed that this special sessicn of the assembly should be
called, but we must not leave this important decision to mere chance. 1/e muet

take decisions and we rmust take regponisibilites for these decieions.

Sir Alexander CADOGAID (United Kingdom) I asked your leave to speak &t this

stege only in corder to answer the gquestion put by the honourable representative
of Venezuela.

He asked whether my Government would, amongst the permanent Members of the
Councii, refuse to serve on the investigating committee, My answer is that my
Government is as a good a Member of the United Nations as any other, and if this
Assembly decided to reguest us to serve on the committee, we should not, of
course, refuse to accede to that reqguest. But having said that, I should like
to remind the Committee of a short intervention I made the other day on thise
subJject.

Apart from obJections which we see to the inclusion in the investigating
ccomittee of the permanent Members of the Security Council, I would ask the
Committes to remember that my Government are in rather a particular position.
They would find themselves, if they were members of that committee, at times in
the witness stand, and then after that, a moment or two later, would resume their

seats with the Jury. It is a principle, of course, that we have always -- and
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I think everybody has -- upheld, that no man should be Judged in hie own cause,
and I think we should be put in a2 somewhat embarrassing and difficult pesitien.

I should like to make short reference to obeservations that have been made
regarding the inclusion of the permanent Members in the investigating committee.
It has been said that it is unreasonable to exclude from the inveatigating ccmmitte:
those powers who will bear the greatest responsibility in carrying out any
decisiors or recoumsendations I would point out that the investigating commlttee
is not a final body; it ie merely preparing the case for ultimate decision.

That decision must rest with the Assembly, includirg all the Members of the
United Nations, who will all rave to take their shere in carry.-=g out the
decieione of the Asssmbly.

‘Mr. AUSTIN (United States): I was asked to answer a question, and I should
like to associate my answer with the response of the representative of the
United Kingdom, both of us having been inguired of at the same time by the
distinguishked representative of Venezuela.

CHAIRMiN: I think the Cormittee would be glad to hear the reply of the
United States representative to that question before we adjourn for lunch.

Mr. AUSTIN (United States): This will be very brief.

The purpose of our position in this matter is to expedite a report preseniing
all substantial clairws and all probative facte; that is, to hasten it, to get
it back to the Assembly in time for the meeting in Septembter. Our fear is that
cpposing views and debate among the permanent Members -- if they were on that
epecial committee -- over details, would cause delay by the intrusion of other
interests which are perfectly obvious here. Everybody knows about them.. They
are constantly arleing on mere details.

It would be better to have the permanent Members of the Security Council,

who will participate in the ultimate decision, reserve the presentaticn of their
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views until after a speclial committee has settled details and has reported facts.

We believe that they will be reported impartially by any committee, but the

probability of arriving at an impartial decision is greatly enhanced by starting
as possible

off right and by having that committee sest up as nearly free/from these strong

adveree interests that we constantly run into when the permarent Members

participate in the decision and in thke debate leading up to it.

Ve recognize our resporsibility. Ve will face it., aAnd it will come at
the right tims, and that ig after this preliminary investigation and the reporting
of the facts. The permanent Members should jJnot be divided here and the
theory of the unanimity of the permanent Members and their responeibility avcided
and disintegrated in this cese. We tkink it would be unwise to deviate from
the policy and the principles of the Charter by having any one of the permanent
Members on this special committee unliess all of them are on that committee.

The pesition of the United Kingdom is understood by all of us. ''e respect
it. They are trying to adhere to that attitude of impartiallty and of not
gitting on both sides of the same table at the same time. Ve think that an
unbalanced arrangement of permarent Members, with the special obligations which
they have under the Chater, would not be wise in thie case any more than in any
other case. All or none seems to us such an advisable arrangement that the
United States adheres to thke idea of a special committee which excludes the
permanent Members.

The United States will not now -- and I hope will never -- take an
attitude of intransigeance and of refusing to co-operate. I am sure the
commi ttee understands that thac is our attitude. DNevertheless, it does hope
that the First Committee will find it possible, as the distinguished repre-

sentative of the Argentine has done, to give considerate regard to the strong

conviction expressed by tke United Statee that none of the pernanent Members

cught to be appointed to the special committee.
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TEXT OF CTATEINT BY DR. ABEA RILLEL SILVER,
OHAIRMAN OF THE AMERICAN SECTION OF THE EXECUTIVE OF
THE JEWISH AGENCY FOR PALESTINE
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Mr. Chairman and Delegates to the United Mations:

Permit me at ihe oubset to thank the Assenbly of the Unlted latlons for
granting the Jewish Agency for Palestine a hearing on the question which 1s before
this Comnmittee. We are grateful for the opoortunity to take counsel with you in

matter of constituting amd instructing a special committee of this body which
1-- the problem of Palestine and which is to bring in recommendations for
We trust that our varticipation in these delibera-
tions will be helpful and will prove to be a contribution teo the just selution
of this grave international problem which this international comrmnity is now
earnestly seelin~. Such a successful solution will prove a blessing not only to
Palestine amd all of its inhabitants, to the Jewish people, to the cause of world
peace; dut it will also enhance the morak authority and restige of this great
organization for world justice and peace upon which so many high hopes of mankind
now rest.

We are pleased that the Palestine problem will now be reviewed by an inter-
national body anl that the thought and conscience of mankind will now be brought to
bear on a situation which, heretofore and for some years now, has becn made
oxtromely difficult by unilateral zction and by decisions made presumably within
the terma of a mandatory trust, but actually without the sanction or supervision
of the international body whiech established that trust and which defined both its

s and its purposes. The administration of Palestine has, since the outhtreak
war, been conducted by the mandatory power as if it were vested with the
sovereignty of Palestine, whereas it had assumed to administer that country of
which it wes not the sovereign, as a trustec for carrying out the purposes of the

Handate which clearly defined its rights and its obligations.




course, of paramount importance to the Jewish
| wesrrhonges—1n the Assembly of the
irvitetion hassseended to the Jewish Agency to
those who so warmly urced our sdmission for their
vish Agency, vou will recell, is re-
cognized in the Mandate for Palestine as o public body suthorized to spesk and act
snd out of Palestine in matters affecting the

Home, It is the only recognized public body

the Mandate. t is recogni as such, to quote Article 4, "for the purpose

dninistraetion of Palestine in such econonic,
the establishment of the Jewish nationesl
the interests of the Jewish population in Palestine, and, subject eslweys
the control of the Administration, to assist and take part in the development
country.” Under Article € the Jewish Agency is entitled further to
cooperate with the Administration in permitting close settlement by the Jews on

by Article 11 it is given » preferred status in respect to the

operation of public works and the development of the natural

Arency, whom we have the honor to represent, sperks, therefore,
not merely for the orgenized Jewish community of Palestine, the democraticelly
elected Mztionrl Council of Palestine Jews, who sre today the pioneering vanguard
Jewish Nationgl Home, It spesks for the Jewish people of
the world who are devoted to this historic ideal, for it was charged, by the same
Article 4 of the Mendat "to secure the cooperntion of all Jews who are willing

the establishment of the Jewish national honme."
spoken of the Jewish people rnd the Jewish National Home.

In defining the terms of reference for the cormittee of inquiry which you are

to sppoint =nd in e11 their future investigntions, these should be regarded as key terms
and
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may respectively be parties.®

It iz the perspective of your Committee of Inquiry on the entire problem
which will wrove decigive, It will give direction and will greatly exnedite its
woris, and ite conclusions will prove of constructive significance if it will keep
he proper perspective always in view. A generation ago
munity of the world, of which the United Nations today is the political and

iritual helr, decreed that the Jewish people shall be given the rizht long
denied and the opportunity to reconstitute their national home in Palestine. This
national home is still in the making. It has not yet been fully established. No
international corrmunity has carcelled, or even questioned, that right., The
Mandptorr Government which was entrusted with the obligation to safesuard the op-
portunity for the contimuous growth and developnent of the Jewish National Home
has unfortunately in recent vears grievously interfered and circumscribed it.
That opportunity must now be fully restored.

When will the Jewish Nntional Home be an accomplished fact? The answer to
this question may well be siven by the man who was Prime Minister of Great Britain
at the time vhen the Balfour Declaration was issued. 1 an quoting the testimony
of Mr, Lloyd QGeorge siven before the Palestire Roral Commission in 1937, "There
could be ro doubt as to whet the Cabiret then had in their minds. It was not
their 1dea thet a Jewish gtate shiould bhe set up immediately by the Peace Treaty . . »
On {he other hand, it was contemplated theat vhen the tinme arrived for according

repreasentative institutions to Palestine, if the Jews had meanwhile responded to

the opportunity afforded them . . « and had become a definite majority of the

inhabltants, then Palestine would thus become a Jewish Commonwealth. The notion
that Jewish immigration would have to be artificially restricted in order to in-
sure that the Jews would be a permanent minority never entered into the heads of
anyonc cngaged in framing the policy. That would have been regarded as unjust

and as a framd on the people to whom we were appealing.”




The pnswyr could also Yo given by Mr., Wirnston Churchill whe was an important
member nf the Government which issued the Balfour Declaration; by General Smuts who
was n venbor of the Imperial War C-hinet at that time, who foretold an increasing
stream of Jewish immigration into Palestine and "in generations to Come a jircat
Jewish State rising there once more"; by Lord Robert Cecil and many others.
Amer!can statesmen shared this view of the Jewish National Home, Thus, Pragident
Wilson on March 3, 1919 stated: "I am persuaded that the Allied Nations, with the
fullest concurrence of our own Government and people, are agreed that in Palestine
shall be laid the foundations of a Jewish Cormonwealth.® That the Government of
the United States does not now consider the Jewish National Home as already
established is clearly stated in the letter of President Truman to King Ibn-Saud
of Sandl Arsbia, dated October 29, 1946. "The Government and peovle of the
United Statea have siven support to the corncept of the Jewish Nalional Home in
Pelestine ever since the termination of the first World War which resulted in the

freeing of a large area of the Near Bast, including Palestine, and the establish-

ment of a mumber of independent states which ‘are now members of the United Nations,

The United States, which contributed its blood and resources to the winning of
that war, could not divest itself of a certain responsibility for the manner in
which the freed territories were disposed of, or for the fate of the peoples
libterated at that time. It took the position, to which it still adheres, that
these peoples should be prepared for self-government and also that a national home
for the Jewish people should be estrblished in Palestine. I am happy to note that
moat of the liberated peopleg are now citizens of independent countries. The
Jewic: ¥ational Fonme, howover, hog not as vet been fully developed.™

It shoul, »f course, be clear, and I regret that statemernts made by
certnin delesntes in rocent days have tended to confuse what ghould be clear,
that vhen we smesnlr of a Jewish state we do not have in nind any racial state or

eny theocratic state, but one which will be based upon full equality and rights




for all inhabitants without distinction of religion or race, and without domina-

tion or subjugation.

What we have in mind by the Jewish State is most succintly stated in a
resolution adopted by the British Labor Party in 1945, now renresented by the
present Govermment of Great Britain which requested this special session of
the United Nations. "Here we halted half-way, irresolutely, between conflict-
ing policies. But there is surely neither hope nor meaning in a Jewish
National Home unless we are pepared to let the Jews, if they wish, enter this
tiny land in such mimbers as to become a majority. There was a strongs case
for this before the war, and there is an irresistible case for it now."

When your Committee of Inquiry will come to consider proposals for the
future government of Palestine, this inescapable and irreducible factor, —-
the international obligation to insure the uninterrupted development of the
Jewish National Home — should be kept constantly in mind.

I believe that it would be extremely helpful to the Committee of Inquiry
if the Mandatory Government would present the account of its stewardship of the
Palestine Mandate to it, rather than wait for the next Assembly of the United
Nations. It would assist the Cormittee in thinking through the problem and
in arriving at helpful recommendations for the future government of Palestine,
It is illogical, I fear, to ask of the Committee of Inquiry to consider the
future government of Palestine without first making a thorough study of the
present government to discover what was faulty in the present administration,
what neglect and what deviations occurred to have brought about a condition so
dangerous and explosive as to necessitate the convoking of a special session of
the United Nations to deal with it.

I believe that the Committee of Inquiry should most certainly visit
Palestine. Written documents are important, but infinitely more instructive are

the living documents, the visible testimony of creative effort and achievement.

B




In Palestine they will gsee what the Jewish people, inspired by the hope of reconsti-

tuting their national home after the long, weary centuries of their homelessness,
and relying upon the honor and the pledged word of the world community, has
achleved in the few short years against great odds and seemingly insurmountable
physical hardicaps. The task was enormous -—— untrained hands, inadequate means,
overwhelming difficulties. The land was stripped and poor —— neglected through
the centuries. And the »eriod of building took place between two disastrous
world wars when Buropean Jewry was shattered and impoverished. Nevertheless, the
record of pioneering achievement of the Jewish people in Palestine has received
the acclaim of the entire world. And what was built there with social vision and
high human idealism has proved a blessing, not only to the Jews of Palestine, but
to the Arabs and other non-Jewish communities as well.

That the return of the Jews to Palestine would prove of benefit, not only
to themselves but also to their Arab neighbors, was envisaged by the Emir Feisal,
who was ; great leader of the Arab peoples at the Peace Conference following
the first World War. On March 3, 1919, he wrote: "We Arabs.....look with the
deepest sympathy on the Zionist movement. Our deputation here in Paris is fully
acquainted with the proposals submitted yesterday by the Zionist Organization
to the Peace Conference, and we regard them as moderate and proper. We will do
our best, insofar as we are concerned, to help them through. We will wish the
Jews a most hearty welcome home....l look forward, and my people with me look
forward, to a future in which we will help you and you will help us, so that the
countries in which we are mutually interested may once agaln take their places
in the community of civilized peoples of the world."

They will conclude, we are confident, that, if allowed to develop
uninterruptedly, the standards of life which are being developed in Palestine,
the concepts of social justice and the modern scientific methods will serve as a

great stimilus to the rebirth and progress of the entire Near Eagt with which the




‘deatinias of the Jewigh llational Home are naturally bound up.

The Committee of Inquiry should also consider the potentialities of the
country which, if properly developed, can, according to the expert testimony of
those nmost qualified to speak on the subject, sustain a population much greater
than the present one. Many important projects, which will result in great
economic and social improvement not alone in Palestine but in all the neighbor-
ing countries, are awalting development pending a satisfactory political solution.

The Committee of Inquiry should, while in Palestine, also look into the
real -~ the fundamental — causes of the tragic unrest and violence which today
mar the life of the Holy Land to which our Jewish pioneers came, not with
weapons, but with tools. They will inquire, I am sure, why a peace-loving com-
munity whose sole interest was in building a peaceful home and future for them-
gselves and their children, is being driven to a pitch of resentment and tension,
lamentably driving some of its members to actions which we all deplore. They
will ask themselves, I am sure, why shiploads of helpless Jewish refugees, men
and women and children, who have been through the hells of Nazi Europe, are being
driven away from the shores of the Jewish National Home by a Mandatory Government
which assumed as its pime obligation to facilitate Jewish immigration into that
country. They will also investigate, I hope, how the Mandatory Government is
carrying out another of its obligations which is to encourage close settlement
of the Jews on the land, when in actual practice it is severely restricting free
Jewish settlement to an area less than 6% of that tiny country, and is enforcing
today in the Jewish National Eome, discriminatory racial laws which the Mandate,
as well as the Charter of the United Nations, severely condemn.

By way of digression, let it be said, if it need be said at all, that
we are not engaged nor shall we be engaged in any criticism or condemnation of

the people of Great Britain. We have no quarrel with them. On the contrary, we




have the highest regard and admiration for that people and for its monumental

contributions to democratic civilization, We shall never forget that it was
Great Britain which, first among the nations, gave recognition to the national
aspirations of the Jewish people., It is only a wrong and unjustifiable policy
which contradicts and tends to defeat the far-visioned British statesmanship of
earlier years which we condemn.

We hope most earrestly that the Committee of Inquiry will also visit the
Displaced Perscns' camps in Burope and see with their own eyes the appalling
human tragedy which mankind is permitting to continue unabated two years —— it
is exactly two years today since V-E Day -- after the close of a war in which
the Jewish people was the greatest sufferer. While committees of investigation
and study are reporting on their sad plight, and while inter-governmental dis-
cucsions and negotiations are poing on, these war-ravaged men and women are
languishing in their nisery, still waiting for salvation. They ask for the
bread of escape and hope; they are given the stone of inquiries and investiga-
tions. Their morale is slumping terridbly. A spiritual deterioration, I am
afraid, is setting in among them., It is only the hope that tomorrow, perhaps
tomorrow, redemption may come, that keeps their spirits from breaking utterly.
Most of them are desperately eager to go to the Jewish National Home. I hope
that the conscience of mankind, speaking through you and through your Committee
of Inquiry, will make it possible for these weary men and women to find peace at
last and healing in the land of their fondest hopes, and that their liberation
will not be delayed until the report of the Committee is finally made and the
action of the Assembly is finally taken, but that pending ultimate decisions and
implementations, these unfortunate people will be permitted forthwith to migrate
in substantial numbers to Palestine. There is a desperate urgency about this
tragic human problem which brooks no delay. An immediate relaxation of the

restrictive measures on immigration into Palestine and a return to the status
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which prevailed before the White Paper policy of 1939 was imposed, will not only be
a boon to these suffering human beings, but will greatly relieve the present menacing
tensions in Palestine, will wash out much of the bitterness, and will enable the
deliberations of your Committee of Inquiry and of the next Assembly to be carried
on in a calmer spirit, in an atmosphere of moderation and good will. We are all
eager for peace. We must all make a contribution to achieve it. But the decisive
contribution can only be made by the Mandatory Government.

I hope, Mr. Chairman, that I have not abused your patience and the patience

of the delegates of the United Nations here assembled., Permit me to conclude

with this observation: the Jewish people pladéﬂgraat hope upon the outcome of

the deliberations of this great body. It has faith in its collective sense of
Justice and fairness, and in the high ideals which ingpire it. We are an ancient
people and though we have often, on the long hard road which we have travelled,
been disillusioned, we have never been disheartened. We have never lost faith
in the sovereignty and the ultimate triumph of great moral principles. In these
trazic years when the whole household of Israel became one great hostelry of
pain, we could not have builded what we did build had we not preserved our un-
shakeable trust in the victory of truth. It is in that strong faith and hope that
we wish to cooperate with you in this task which you have undertaken.

Mo Towi2 oA

W& TBelongLin this gsoclety of nations. BSurely the Jewish people is no less
deserving than other peoples whose national freedom and independence have been
established and whose representatives are now seatﬁﬁ here. The Jewish people
were your Allies in the war and joined theirjzziz:ézgﬂgzﬂyuurn to achieve a common
victory. The representatives of the Jewish people of Palestine should sit in your
midst - the representatives of a people and a land which gave to mankind spiritual
and ethical values, inspiring human personalities, and sacred texts which are your
treasured possessions. We hope that that people, now rebuilding again its national
life in its ancient home land, will be welcomed before long by you to this noble

fellowship of the United Nations.




el

UNITED uM“d 1_94!

AdmitOne top

R T

LAKE SUCCESS
NEW YORK

NOILD

THIS SEAT WILL NOT BE RESERVED LONGER THAN FIFTEEN MINUTES AFTER
SCHEDULED TIME OF MEETING.

UNITED NATIONS SHALL NOT BE RESPONSIBLE FOR ANY DAMAGE TO THE
PERSON OR PROPERTY OF THE HOLDER HEREOF WHILE ON THE PREMISES
OF THE BUILDINGS IN WHICH MEETINGS OF THE UNITED NATIONS ARE HELD.




UNITED NATIONS

-V MY,..:“ 8 “

NOI

UCCESS
NEW YORK

. a
THIS SEAT 14 w NTRS AFTER
SCHEDULED 2 P o RAENE

E Wo HEWE I H REMISES

PERSON OF PROPERTY OF
OF THE BUILDINGS IN WHICH MEETINGS OF THE UNITED NATIONS ARE HELD




THE JEWISH AGENCY
BEFORE
THE UNITED NATIONS

MAY, 1947

Statements by Dr. Abl;m Hillel Silver,
Moshe Shertok, David Ben-Gurion




At the special session of the General Assembly of the United Nations devoted
to the Palestine question, representatives of the Jewish Agency for Palestine
appeared before the General Assembly’s Political and Security Committee. This

pamphlet contains the text of their representations. These are:

The statement made by Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, head of the American Section
of the Jewish Agency for Palestine—May 8, 1947

Replies to the questions asked Dr. Silver, given by Moshe Shertok, head of
the Political Department of the Jewish Agency—May 12, 1947
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Statement made for the Jewish Agency by
Dr. Abba Hillel Silver

May 8, 1947

Mr. Chairman and Delegates to the United Nations:

I should like to say at the outset that were Mr. David Ben-Gurion, chairman
of the Jewish Agency for Palestine, here this morning, he would be making this
statement. Unfortunately, the arrival of Mr. Ben-Gurion has been delayed. He
will be here tomorrow, and I hope that in the course of the deliberations he will
have an opportunity to participate here.

Permit me to thank the Assembly of the United Nations for granting the
Jewish Agency for Palestine a hearing on the question which is before this Com-
mittee. We are grateful for the opportunity to take counsel with you in the matter
of constituting and instructing a special committee of this body which is to study
the problem of Palestine and to bring in recommendations for the future govern-
ment of that country. We trust that our participation in these deliberations will
be helpful and will prove to be a contribution to the just solution of this grave
international problem which this international community is now earnestly seek-
ing. Such a successful solution will prove a blessing not only to Palestine and to
all its inhabitants, to the Jewish people, to the cause of world peace; but it will
also enhance the moral authority and prestige of this great organization for world
justice and peace upon which so many high hopes of mankind now rest.

We are pleased that the Palestine problem will now be reviewed by an
international body and that the thought and conscience of mankind will now be
brought to bear on a situation which, heretofore and for some years now, has been
made extremely difficult by unilateral action and by decisions made presumably
within the terms of a mandatory trust, but actually without the sanction or
supervision of the international body which established that trust and which
defined both its limits and its purposes. The administration of Palestine has,
since the outbreak of the war, been conducted by the mandatory power as if it
were vested with the sovereignty of Palestine, whereas it had assumed to ad-
minister that country of which it was not the sovereign, as a trustee for carrying
out the purposes of the Mandate which clearly defined its rights and its obligations.

The problem of Palestine is, of course, of paramount importance to the
Jewish people, and that fact, I take it, motivated the General Assembly of the
United Nations to extend an invitation to the Jewish Agency of Palestine to
present its views. We thank all those who so warmly urged our admission for
their goodwill and their gallant action. The Jewish Agency, you will recall, is
recognized in the Mandate for Palestine as a public body authorized to speak
and act on behalf of the Jewish people in and out of Palestine in matters affect-
ing the establishment of the Jewish National Home. It is the only recognized
public body in the Mandate. Tt is recognized as such, to quote Article 4, “for
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the purpose of advising and cooperating with the Administration of Palestine
in such economic, social and other matters as muy affect the establishment of
the Jewish national home and the interests of the Jewish population in Palestine,
and, subject always to the control of the Administration, to assist and take part
in the development of the country.” Under Article 6 the Jewish Agency is en-
titled further to cooperate with the administration in encouraging “close settle-
ment by the Jews on the land”; and by Article 11 it is given a preferred status

in respect to the construction and operation of public works and the develop-
ment of the natural resources of the country,

The Jewish Agency, which we have the honor to represent, therefore speaks,
not merely for the organized Jewish community of Palestine, the democratically
elected National Council of Palestine Jews, who are today the pioneering van-
guard in the building of the Jewish National Home, It speaks also for the Jewish
people of the world who are devoted to this historic ideal, for it was charged,
by the same Article 4 of the Mandate, “to secure the cooperation of all Jews who
are willing to assist in the establishment of the Jewish national home.”

I HAVE spoken of “the Jewish people” and “the Jewish National Home.” In defin-

ing the terms of reference of the committee of inquiry which you are to appoint
and in all the committee’s future investigations, these in my judgment should be
regarded as key terms and basic concepts, They were the key terms and the basic
concepts of the Balfour Declaration and of the Mandate under which Palestine is,
or should be, administered today. To proceed without relation to them would
be to detour into a political wilderness so far as Palestine is concerned. To treat
the Palestine problem as if it were one of merely reconciling the differences
between two sections of the population presently inhabiting the country, or of
finding a haven for a certain number of refugees and displaced persons, will only
contribute to confusion. The Balfour Declaration which was issued by His
Majesty’s Government as “a declaration of sympathy with Jewish Zionist aspira-
tions”, declares: “His Majesty’s Government view with favour the establishment
in Palestine of a national home for the Jewish people.” The Mandate, in its pre-
amble, recognizes “the historical connection of the Jewish people with Palestine”
and “the grounds for reconstituting”—I call your attention to the word “recon-
stituting”™—"their national home in that country.”

These international commitments of a quarter of a century ago, which flowed
from the recognition of historic rights and of present needs, and upon which so
much has already been built in Palestine by the Jewish people, cannot now be
erased. You cannot turn back the hands of the clock of history. Certainly the
United Nations, guided by its great principle proclaimed in its Charter, “to
establish conditions under which justice and respect for the obligations arising
from treaties and other sources of international law can be maintained”, can
never sanction the violation of treaties and of international law. Having this and
similar situations in mind, a specific provision, you will recall, was written into
the chapter of the Charter of the United Nations which deals with territories
which might become trusteeship territories, and which is, therefore, especially

applicable to territories now under mandate. This is Article 80 of the Charter
which reads:




except as may be agreed upon in individual trusteeship agreements made
under Articles 77, 79 and gf placing each territory under the trusteeship
stem and until such agreements have been concluded, nothing in this
hapter shall be construed in or of itself to alter in any manner the rights
whatsoever of any states or any peoples or the terms of existing international
instruments to which members of the United Nations may respectively be
parties.

It is the perspective of your Committee of Inquiry on the entire problem
which, in our judgment, will prove decisive. It will give direction and will greatly
expedite its work, and its conclusions will prove of constructive significance if it
will keep the proper perspective always in view. A generation ago the inter-
national community of the world, of which the United Nations today is the
political and spiritual heir, decreed that the Jewish people shall be given the
right long denied and the opportunity to reconstitute their national home in
Palestine. That national home is still in the making. It has not yet been fully
established. No international community has cancelled, or even questioned, that
right. The Mandatory Power which was entrusted with the obligation to safe-
guard the opportunity for the continuous growth and development of the Jewish
National Home has unfortunately in recent years grievously interfered with and
circumseribed it. That opportunity must now be fully restored.

When will the Jewish National Home be an accomplished fact? The answer
to that question may well be given by the man who was Prime Minister of Creat
Britain at the time when the Balfour Declaration was issued. I am quoting the
testimony of Mr. Lloyd George given before the Palestine Royal Commission
in 1937:

There could be no doubt as to what the Cabinet then had in their minds.
It was not their idea that a Jewish state should be set up immediately by
the Peace Treaty . ..On the other hand, it was contemplated that when the
time arrived for according representative institutions to Palestine, if the Jews
had meanwhile responded to the opportunity afforded them . . . and had
become a definite majority of the inhabitants, then Palestine would thus
become a Jewish Commonwealth. The notion that Jewish immigration would
have to be artificially restricted in order to insure that the Jews would be a

ermanent minority never entered into the heads of anyone engaged in
raming the policy. That would have been regarded as unjust and as a fraud
on the people to whom we were appealing,

The same answer could also be given by Mr. Winston Churchill who was an
important member of the Government which issued the Balfour Declaration; by
General Smuts who was a member of the Imperial War Cabinet at that time, who
foretold an increasing stream of Jewish immigration into Palestine and “in genera-
tions to come a great Jewish State rising there once more”; by Lord Robert Cecil
and by many others. American statesmen shared this view of the Jewish National
Home. Thus, President Wilson on March 3, 1919 stated: “I am persuaded that
the Allied Nations, with the fullest concurrence of our own Government and
people, are agreed that in Palestine shall be laid the foundations of a Jewish
Commonwealth.” That the Government of the United States does not consider
the Jewish National Home as already established is clearly stated in the letter of
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President Truman to King Ibn-Saud of Saudi Arabia, dated October 29, 1946.
He wrote:

The Government and people of the United States have given support to the
concept of a Jewish National Home in Palestine ever since the termination
of the first World War, which resulted in the freeing of a large area of the
Near East, including Palestine, and the establishment of a number of inde-

endent states which are now members of the United Nations. The United

tates, which contributed its blood and resources to the winning of that
war, could not divest itself of a certain responsibility for the manner in which
the freed territories were disposed of, or for the fate of the les liberated
at that time. It took the position, to which it still adheres, mm peoples
should be prepared for self-government and also that a national home for
the Jewish people should be established in Palestine. I am happy to note
that most of the liberated peoples are now citizens of independent countries.
The Jewish National Home, however, has not as yet been fully developed.

I T sHOULD, of course, be clear,—and I regret that statements made by certain

representatives in recent days have tended to confuse what should be clear,—
that when we speak of a Jewish State we do not have in mind any racial state or
any theocratic state, but one which will be based upon full equality and rights
for all inhabitants without distinction of religion or race, and without domina-
tion or subjugation.

What we have in mind by the Jewish State is most succintly stated in a reso-
lution adopted in 1945 by the British Labor Party—now represented by the
present Government of The United Kingdom—which requested this special ses-
sion of the United Nations. I am quoting:

Here we halted half-way, irresolutely, between conflicting policies. But there
is surely neither hope nor meaning in a Jewish National Home unless we
are prepared to let the Jews, if they wish, enter this tiny land in such num-
bers as to become a majority. There was a strong case for this before the
war, and there is an irresistible case for it now.

When your Committee of Inquiry will come to consider proposals for the
future government of Palestine, this inescapable and irreducible factor—the
international obligation to insure the continuous development of the Jewish
National Home—should be kept, in our judgment, constantly in mind.

I believe that it would be extremely helpful to the Committee of Inquiry
if the Mandatory Government would present the account of its stewardship of
the Palestine Mandate to it, rather than wait for the next Assembly of the United
Nations. It would assist the Committee in thinking through the problem and in
arriving at helpful recommendations for the future government of Palestine. It is
illogical, I fear, to ask of the Committee of Inquiry to consider the future govern-
ment of Palestine without first making a thorough study of the present govern-
ment to discover what was faulty in the present administration, what neglect
and what deviations occurred to have brought about a condition so dangerous

and explosive as to necessitate the convoking of a special session of the United
Nations to deal with it.

I believe that the Committee of Inquiry should most certainly visit Palestine.
Written documents are important, but infinitely more instructive are the living




documents, the visible testimony of creative effort and achievement. In Palestine
they will see what the Jewish people, inspired by the hope of reconstituting their
national home after the long, weary centuries of their homelessness, and relying
upon the honor and the pledged word of the world community, has achieved in
a few short years against great odds and seemingly insurmountable physical
handicaps. The task was enormous—untrained hands, inadequate means, over-
whelming difficulties. The land was stripped and poor—neglected through the
centuries. And the period of building took place between two disastrous world
wars when European Jewry was shattered and impoverished. Nevertheless, the
record of pioneering achievement of the Jewish people in Palestine has received
the acclaim of the entire world. And what was built there with social vision and
high human idealism has proved a blessing, we believe, not only to the Jews of
Palestine, but to the Arabs and other non-Jewish communities as well.

That the return of the Jews to Palestine would prove a blessing, not only to
themselves but also to their Arab neighbors, was envisaged by the Emir Feisal,
who was a great leader of the Arab peoples at the Peace Conference following
the first World War. On March 3, 1919, he wrote:

We Arabs . . . look with the deepest sympathy on the Zionist movement,
Our deputation here in Paris is fully acquainted with the pl:g)osals submitted
yesterday by the Zionist Organization to the Peace Conference, and we
regard them as moderate and proper. We will do our best, insofar as we
are concerned, to help them through. We will wish the Jews a most hearty
welcome home. . . . I look forward, and my people with me look forward,
to a future in which we will help you and you will help us, so that the
countries in which we are mutuzfl}r interested may once again take their
places in the community of civilized peoples of the world.

Ymm Committee of Inquiry will conclude, we are confident, that, if allowed

to develop uninterruptedly, the standards of life which are being developed
in Palestine, the concepts of social justice and the modern scientific methods will
serve as a great stimulus to the rebirth and progress of the entire Near East with
which Palestine and the destinies of the Jewish National Home are naturally
bound up.

Your Committee of Inquiry should also consider the potentialities of the
country which, if properly developed, can, according to the expert testimony of
those most qualified to speak on the subject, sustain a population much greater
than the present one. Many more projects, which will result in great economic
and social improvement not alone in Palestine but in all the neighboring coun-
tries, are awaiting development pending a satisfactory political solution.

The Committee of Inquiry should, while in Palestine, also look into the
real—the fundamental—causes of the tragic unrest and violence which today
mar the life of the Holy Land to which our Jewish pioneers came not with
weapons, but with tools. They will inquire, I am sure, why a peace-loving com-
munity whose sole interest was in building a peaceful home and future for them-
selves and their children, is being driven to a pitch of resentment and tension
and lamentably driving some of its members to actions which we all deplore.
They will ask themselves, I am sure, why shiploads of helpless Jewish refugees,
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men and women and children, who have been through all the hells of Nazi
Europe, are being driven away from the shores of the Jewish National Home by
a Mandatory Government which assumed as its prime obligation to facilitate
Jewish immigration into that country. They will also investigate, I hope, how
the Mandatory Government is carrying out another of its obligations which is to
encourage close settlement of the Jews on the land, when in actual practice it is
today severely restricting free Jewish settlement to an area less than 6 per cent of
that tiny country, and is enforcing today in the Jewish National Home, dis-
criminatory racial laws which the Mandate, as well as the Charter of the United
Nations, severely condemns.

By way of digression, let it be said, if it need be said at all, that we are not
engaged nor shall we be engaged in any criticism or condemnation of the people
of the United Kingdom. We have no quarrel with them. On the contrary, we
have the highest regard and admiration for that people and for its monumental
contributions to democratic civilization. We shall never forget that it was the
United Kingdom which, first among the nations, gave recognition to the national
aspirations of the Jewish people. It is only a wrong and unjustifiable policy which
contradicts and tends to defeat the far-visioned British statesmanship of earlier
years which we condemn.

We hope most earnestly that the Committee of Inquiry will also visit the
Displaced Persons” camps in Europe and see with their own eyes the appalling
human tragedy which mankind is permitting to continue unabated two years—
it is exactly two years today since V-E Day—after the close of a war in which the
Jewish people was the greatest sufferer. While committees of investigation and
study are reporting on their sad plight, and while inter-governmental discussions
and negotiations are going on, these war-ravaged men and women are languishing
in their misery, still waiting for salvation. They ask for the bread of escape and
hope; they are given the stone of inquiries and investigations. Their morale is
slumping terribly. A spiritual deterioration, I am afraid, is setting in among them.
It is only the hope that tomorrow—perhaps tomorrow—redemption may come,
that keeps their spirits from breaking utterly.

Most of them are desperately eager to go to the Jewish National Home.
I hope that the conscience of mankind, speaking through you and through your
Committee of Inquiry, will make it possible for these weary men and women to
find peace at last and healing in the land of their fondest hopes, and that their
liberation will not be delayed until the report of the Committee is finally made
and the action of the Assembly is finally taken, but that pending ultimate decisions

and implementations, these unfortunate people will be permitted forthwith to
migrate in substantial numbers to Palestine.

There is a desperate urgency about this tragic human problem, my friends,
which brooks no delay. An immediate relaxation of the restrictive measures on
immigration into Palestine and a return to the status which prevailed before the
White Paper policy of 1939 was imposed, will not only be a boon to these suffering
humans, but will greatly relieve the present menacing tensions in Palestine, will
w?sh out much of the bitterness, and will enable the deliberations of your Com-
mittee of Inquiry and of the next Assembly to be carried on in a calmer spirit,




in an atmosphere of moderation and good will. We are all eager for peace. We
must all make a contribution to achieve it. But the decisive contribution can be

made only by the Mandatory Government.

I hope, Mr. Chairman, that I have not abused your patience and the patience
of the representatives of the United Nations here assembled. Permit me to con-
clude with this observation: The Jewish people places great hope upon the out-
come of the deliberations of this great body. It has faith in its collective sense of
justice and fairness, and in the high ideals which inspire it. We are an ancient
people and though we have often, on the long hard road which we have travelled,
been disillusioned, we have never been disheartened. We have never lost faith
in the sovereignty and the ultimate triumph of great moral principles. In these
last tragic years when the whole household of Israel became one great hostelry
of pain, we could not have builded what we did build had we not preserved our
unshakeable trust in the victory of truth. It is in that strong faith and hope that
we wish to cooperate with you in this task which you have undertaken.

The Jewish people belongs in this society of nations. Surely the Jewish
people is no less deserving than other peoples whose national freedom and inde-
pendence have been established and whose representatives are now seated here.
The Jewish people were your Allies in the war and joined their sacrifices to yours
to achieve a common victory. The representatives of the Jewish people of Palestine
should sit in your midst—the representatives of the people and of the land which

ave to mankind spiritual and ethical values, inspiring human personalities, and
sacred texts which are your treasured possessions. We hope that that people, now
again rebuilding its national life in its ancient homeland, will be welcomed before
long by you to this noble fellowship of the United Nations.

At the close of Dr. Silver’s statement the following ques-
tions were put to him by delegates and he was asked to pre-
pare a reply for a later meeting:

Asaf Ali, INDIA:

What was the number of Jews from outside Palestine in 1900, again in 1930,
and finally in 1939 when the White Paper of 1939 was issued by the British
Government?

My next question would be whether Dr. Silver recognizes the fact that there
is a very clear distinction between a Jewish state and a Jewish National Home,
which is mentioned in the Mandate. Does he also recognize the fact that even
the statement, to which he made a reference, which was made by the representa-
tive of the liberal government—of the Labor party—referred not to a Jewish state
but to a Jewish National Home?

My third question is concerned with Dr. Silver’s reference to European Jewry.
Wil he be so kind as to provide us with some idea of the age of the various com-




munities of national Jewry living in Europe, who would now like to go back to
the National Home; how long have they lived in Europe; and are they easily
assimilable in Palestine?

My fourth question is as follows: He has made a statement to the effect that
at Paris in 1919 an extremely conciliatory statement was made by a great Arab
leader who welcomed the Jews to Palestine. Is there any reason why the Arabs
are resisting immigration now?

My fifth question relates to the refugees from Nazi oppression. The Nazi
Government in Europe has been completely suppressed and Nazi Germany is
now under the control of the Security Council, or, at any rate, the United Nations.
If that is so, is there any reason why these refugees cannot be resettled in their
natural German home, where they speak the language of the country and where
they find themselves far more easily assimilable?

My sixth and last question would be about the conditions which are cur-
rently prevailing in Palestine. It is very gratifying to learn that Dr. Silver, on
behalf of the Jewish Agency, has recognized the noble role which the people of
the United Kingdom have played in recognizing the urgency of the Jewish prob-
lem. May I know why public servants of the Government of the United Kingdom,

who are doing their duty under extremely difficult circumstances, are being picked
off today by violence?

Dr. Alfred Fiderkiewicz, PoLAND:

First of all, whom does the Jewish Agency represent, how many organizations;
how is the executive committee established and organized and how does it work?

The second question: Have there been any attempts at collaboration between
the Jews and Arabs in Palestine?

Dr. A. Gonzales Fernandez, CoLOMBIA:

I should like to ask Dr. Silver, not as an element of final judgment for us, but
simply as an element of illustration, what the views of the Jewish Agency for
Palestine are regarding the composition of the investigating committee.

H. T. Andrews, SOUTH AFRICA:

I would only ask one question and that has relation to the terms of reference
which we may be giving this committee of inquiry. Dr. Silver has referred to the
homeless Jews in Europe. If he would be so kind as to help me clarify my own
mind, he said that the committee of inquiry should look into the condition of
the homeless Jews in Europe. I would ask him, does he mean that the committee
of inquiry should look into the situation as a whole or only in relation to the
question of continuing immigration into Palestine?
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Replies by Moshe Shertok to the Questions
Asked after Dr. Silver’s Statement

May 12, 1947

I AM HERE to reply to the questions which were put to Dr. Silver after the con-
clusion of his address to the Committee. In so doing, I hope I may be permitted
also to clear up some of the underlying issues, in order to bring out the meaning
of my replies a little more clearly.

I would begin with a question asked by the representative of Poland as to
the organization, composition and functions of the Jewish Agency for Palestine.
In the Mandate, it was the Zionist Organization which was recognized as the
Jewish Agency, with powers to advise and cooperate with the mandatory admin-
istration in matters concerning the Jewish National Home and to take part in the
country’s development.

At that time, the World Zionist Organization, founded fifty years ago, was
already twenty-five years old. Subsequently, certain non-Zionist groups joined in
forming an enlarged Jewish Agency, but the Zionist Organization has remained
the main driving force. The World Zionist Organization has today local organiza-
tions in more than sixty countries—with a few exceptions, in every country where
Jews live.

Within the Zionist movement, as in any democratically organized society,
there are parties: the Labor party and other labor groups, the Center or General
Zionists, the Mizrachi or the orthodox religious Zionists, and the Revisionists.
This party division is reflected in our Congresses, which are held once in every
two years after a general election in all countries. The Congress elects our execu-
tive. The present executive was elected by the 360 delegates to the Twenty-second
Zionist Congress in Basle last December, who, in turn, were elected by nearly
two million Zionist voters throughout the world. The executive has headquarters
in Jerusalem and branches with resident members in New York, London and Paris.

Two things must be stressed. First, the Agency is the spokesman, not merely
of Jews already settled in Palestine, but of all Jews throughout the world who
are devoted to the idea of the Jewish National Home. The entire Jewish people,
I might say, hold the Jewish Agency responsible for the success of that great
enterprise. Secondly, the Agency is not merely an organ of national representa-
tion, but an instrument of nation-building, an institution of immigration, develop-
ment and settlement. It mobilizes the energies and resources of our people for
national reconstruction, and in Palestine it directs large-scale practical develop-
ment work.

It has been responsible for bringing hundreds of thousands of Jews to
Palestine and settling them there. It has carried out an extensive program of
settlement on the land. It has stimulated major industrial development. It has
supplied guidance and coordination to the vast volume of free initiative and
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enterprise in the work of Jewish settlement. Our Jerusalem headquarters is
divided into departments: political, financial, immigration, agricultural settle-
ment, trade and industry, labor, etc.

During the war, the Jewish Agency acted, in a way, as a recruiting authority.
It mobilized the Jewish war effort in Palestine in the cause of the United Nations.
It supplied 33,000 volunteers for armed service within the British forces.
They defended Palestine, served in most middle eastern countries and fought in
the campaigns of Africa and Europe. All industrial, technical and scientific re-
sources of Jewish Palestine were harnessed to the war effort.

o mucH for the Jewish Agency as such. Politically, its primary function has
S been to uphold and defend Jewish rights under the Mandate. Immigration
is the crux of the problem and several of the questions put to Dr. Silver bear on
that issue. In answering these questions, I must make one basic point clear by

way of background.

If it is granted that the Jewish people are in Palestine as of right, then all
the implications and corollaries of that premise must be accepted. The foremost
is that Jews must be allowed to resettle in Palestine in unlimited numbers, pro-
vided only they do not displace or worsen the lot of the existing inhabitants who
are also there as of right. If that basic premise is not granted, then there is very
little to discuss.

It may sound quite plausible to argue that if the right of the Jews to return
to Palestine is admitted on the grounds of ancient history, then the whole map
of the world would have to be remade and chaos would ensue. But does the
question really arise? Do the descendants of the Romans, for example, claim
entry into England? Do they need England? Does their future, their very exist-
ence, depend on settling there? Or do the Arabs, for that matter, press to return
to Andalusia in Spain? Is it a matter of life and death for them? The analogy is
fallacious and misleading,

The great historic phenomenon of the Jewish return to Palestine is unique
because the position of the Jewish people as a homeless people, and yet attached
with an unbreakable tenacity to its birthplace, is unique. It is that phenomenon
that has made the problem of Palestine an issue in international affairs, and no
similar issue has ever arisen.

Were it not for the presence in Palestine today of over 600,000 Jews who
refuse to be left in the minority position under Arab domination; were it not for
the urge to settle in Palestine, of hundreds of thousands of homeless and uprooted
Jews in Europe, in the Orient, and elsewhere; were it not for the hopes and
efforts of millions of Jews throughout the world to re-establish their national
home and build it up into a Jewish state, then the world would not be faced with
the problem of Palestine as it is now. The problem is real and pressing. It cannot
be made to disappear by conjuring up non-existent difficulties alleged to be
involved in its solution.

WHEH' the distinguished representative from India asks how many Jews from
outside there were in Palestine at certain dates—the operating words being
“from outside”—I must confess I am somewhat baffled. I can give him the round
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figures for the Jewish population in those years—50,000 in 1900, 165,000 in 1930,
475,000 in 1939. Now it is about 630,000. Incidentally, there are more Jews in
Palestine today than there were Arabs at the end of the first World War, But as
to “Jews from outside,” I cannot say. In a way, they are all from outside; they are
practically all immigrants,

There was but a tiny Jewish community in Palestine prior to 1880. In the
early 1880’s, the return started, almost simultaneously from Russia and Rumania,
from Morocco and southern Arabia, and since then it has been practically con-
tinuous. It started because the Jews had always believed it to be their inalienable
right to resettle Palestine. That right was subsequently internationally recognized
and enshrined in the Mandate. But quite apart from the Mandate, nothing will
eradicate, from the hearts of Jews, the conviction that it is their right to return.
So in that deeper sense, they are not from outside at all but sons of the country.

By the way, my Arab countrymen make much of the fact that Palestine has
already taken in so many immigrants. These immigrants, they said, were received
by the Arabs. We are very sorry, but we cannot concede them that credit. Con-
versely, they say that the Jews have settled in Palestine at the expense of the
Arabs. That debit item, too, we cannot admit. There has been no receiving of
Jewish immigrants by Arabs nor any settlement of Jews at the expense of the Arabs.

The Jews did not come as guests of anyone. They came in their own right.
They received themselves and their brothers; and they did so by their own efforts
and at the expense of no one else. Every acre of land we tilled was bought and
had to be wrested from wilderness and desolation. Nothing was taken away—not
one house, not one job. A tremendous amount of work, wealth and well-being
was presented to the Arab population.

THE honorable representative from India also asked what was the age of the
Jewish communities in Europe; and whether, since the Hitler regime had
been crushed, the Jewish displaced persons would not be better advised to stay
in Germany.

As to the age of European Jewry, it is on the whole quite venerable, but age
has not made for security. Three-quarters of that Jewry—6,000,000 people—are
no more. But let us go back into the past. Jews had lived in Spain for a whole
millennium when, in 1492, they were despoiled and expelled, and only those who
gave up their Jewish identity and became Christians were allowed to remain.
Jews have lived in Poland since the eleventh or twelfth century, but in the seven-
teenth they were the victims of ferocious massacres. Then there were pogroms
under the Russian Czars in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries; and in the last
war, as we have just heard, came the final catastrophe. Nearly all of Polish Jewry—
8,000,000 men, women and children—were wiped out by the Nazis.

In Germany, the beginnings of Jewish settlement are traced back to the
fourth century. But just six centuries ago, most of the Jews in Germany were
destroyed in a wave of frenzied persecution which swept Europe. Then, by the
twentieth century, German Jews had reached the pinnacle of emancipation and
were largely assimilated. Yet they were hurled down into the abyss of degrada-
tion and death. Even converts to Christianity were not spared.
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It is true that Hitler is gone now, but not anti-Semitism. He was the product,
not the source, of German Jew-hatred. Anti-Semitism in Germany and in many
other parts of Europe is as rife as ever and potentially militant and fierce. Some
Governments tried their best to keep it down, but they have a very hard job in
doing so. The very age of European Jewry serves only to accentuate the basic
historic insecurity of Jewish life in the dispersion.

e honorable representative of India has also asked whether the Jewish dis-

placed persons would be assimilable in Palestine. The answer is yes. They
would be perfectly assimilable in the Jewish community there—the one Jewish
community in the world with a self-contained economic system and an indepen-
dent cultural life which is eager and able to recover and absorb them. He asked
whether they would not be better assimilable in Germany. The answer is no. You
cannot settle in a graveyard, nor can you build a dwelling out of heaps of rubble.

Actually, most of the Jewish displaced persons are not from Germany itself,
but from other countries. They are today in camps, or they otherwise continue as
refugees because they cannot be resettled in Europe. They have now waited for
two years, and in all this time no one has come forward with a solution to their
problem. The clear recommendations of the Anglo-American Committee have
remained on paper and, to them, they have proved a mockery.

No one has offered an alternative to Palestine. But even if there were an
alternative, they refused to be treated as mere chattels. They appeal to the world
to realize that they form part of a people which has a national will of its own.
They want to go to the only country where they will feel at home, both indi-
vidually and collectively. Their problem is inseparable from the problem of
Palestine. It is the problem of Palestine.

To treat the issue of Palestine in isolation from the immigration issue would
make as much sense as to study the beating of a heart in disregard of blood
circulation. A solution for the problem of Palestine which would ignore the
Jewish claim and the need for immigration would solve nothing. Whoever under-
took to implement such a solution would be driven back by the sheer impact of
reality to face the problem of immigration.

I MmAY perhaps interpose here an answer to the question put by the honorable

representative of the Union of South Africa. He asked whether we wanted the
question of the DP’s in Europe examined solely in connection with Palestine, or
in its general aspect. Our answer is that we believe that only in Palestine can
the problem of these people be permanently and constructively solved, for only
there can their lives be rebuilt on secure foundations and their homes become
part of the home of the entire people.

The immigration issue is not confined to that of the Jewish displaced per-
sons and unsettled refugees in Europe. Various Jewish communities in Europe
are involved, as well as the Jews of the Arab and Oriental countries. With regard
to these, members of the United Nations have heard during the present session
idyllic accounts of the conditions of complete equality and true brotherhood
under which they live. The Jewish Agency is naturally very intimately acquainted
with the position, and the picture as we know it is totally different.
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In most of these countries Jews are treated as second or third-rate citizens.
They live in perpetual fear of eruptions of fierce fanaticism, of which there have
been tragic examples both in recent years and in the more remote past. Their
lot ranges from precarious sufferance to active persecution. All formal statements
under duress notwithstanding, their hopes and dreams are centered on Zion, and
their youth has no other ideal but to join its builders.

We very strongly urge that the position of these communities should form
part of the committee’s investigations. But the most urgent problem is, of course,
that of the displaced persons in Europe who are now on the brink of despair.

Tms: present political crisis in Palestine is nothing but a clash between the dire
needs of Jewish immigration and the current anti-immigration policy of the
mandatory power. We were asked by the representative of India why public
servants of the British Government in Palestine are today the victims of terrorist
activity. The answer is because the White Paper of 1939 is still in force. Terrorism
is a pernicious outgrowth of a disastrous policy.

The Jewish Agency has unreservedly condemned terrorist bloodshed, and
in that attitude it is supported by the large majority of the organized Jewish
community. Its harm to the Jews and to the Jewish future is far graver than to
the Government and people of the United Kingdom. But Jewish efforts to resist
and check terrorism are continually frustrated because Government action, in
pursuance of the White Paper, adds fuel to the fire. Our efforts will continue, but
the representative of India will no doubt agree that Palestine is not the only
country which has been afflicted with this most hateful disease.

Awmm:a question was why, in contradiction to the Emir Feisal's attitude, the
Palestine Arabs were now opposed to Jewish immigration. Since that ques-
tion was put, we have heard a very able exposition of the Palestine-Arab case
which fully covered the point. All I would add is that the uncompromising
opposition to immigration now voiced does not invalidate the broader conception
and bolder vision expressed in the Feisal-Weizmann agreement, which indicated
a way of harmonizing Jewish and Arab aspirations within a wider framework,
fully taking into account the independence then promised and now achieved by
the Arabs in vast territories.

While I am on the point of promises, may I be permitted to recall that Sir
Henry McMahon (British High Commissioner in Egypt during World War I)
himself stated that Palestine was never included in the promises made by him
to the Arabs, and that this was well understood at the time by the late King
Hussein; also that Trans-Jordan, which was originally included in the Balfour
Declaration, is today an Arab state.

F”“LLY: the distinguished representative of India asked whether we recognized
the distinction between a Jewish State and a Jewish National Home. ‘1?he
answer is that we do, but perhaps not quite in the sense in which the question
was meant. The establishment of the Jewish National Home is a process. The
setting up of a Jewish State is its consummation. That such consummation had
been intended by the authors of the Jewish National Home policy and that a
way was definitely left open for its achievement was conclusively proved by the
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Palestine Royal Commission. The point was fully understood by those responsible
for the 1944 Statement on Palestine of the British Labor Party executive.

The Indian representative drew attention to the use in that statement of the
term “Jewish National Home” and not “Jewish State.” But may I recall the words
of Mr. Hugh Dalton, the present Chancellor of the Exchequer, when reporting
on that statement of the executive to the Labor Party Conference. He urged
common support, in consultation with the United States and Soviet Governments
—and now I quote—"for a policy which will give us a happy, free, and pros-
perous Jewish State in Palestine.” That was only two years ago.

The matter has a most vital bearing on the question of Palestine’s inde-
pendence. Unlike other mandates of Category A, the declared object of which
was to prepare the country for independence, the Palestine Mandate has no such
clause. Its primary purpose, in the words of the Royal Commission, is the estab-
lishment of the Jewish National Home. But, of course, the ultimate goal must be
independence and the Mandate must be terminated.

So if, upon the termination of the Palestine Mandate, its original purpose
is to be fulfilled, if the future of the Jewish National Home is to be permanently
secured, if the national interest of the Jewish people is to be harmonized with
other interests and not sacrificed for their sake, then a Jewish State must come into
being. A home, in the words of a British statesman, in the debate on the White
Paper for Palestine, is a place to which one is always free to come back. How is
the National Home to fulfill its primary functions of being open to Jews in need
of it, if it is to remain forever subjected to non-Jewish sovereignty?

An Arab minority in a Jewish State will be secure, if for no other reason,
because the State will forever remain surrounded by Arab countries with which
it will be most vitally interested to be at peace; also because there will always
be Jewish minorities in other lands.

But a Jewish minority in an Arab State will have no such security at all. It
will be at the mercy of the Arab majority, which would be free from all restraints.
To provide boldly, if I may put it that way, for the independence of Palestine
as a country, without placing an equal emphasis on safeguarding the indepen-
dence of the Jews as a people, is to tear the problem out of its real context and
load the dice heavily against the Jews. The whole issue is likely to be vitiated in
advance by such an approach.

T:m question of our living with the Arab peoples and the relationship of a
Jewish State with them is, of course, the dominant question of the future.
The distinguished representative of Poland has asked, in his second question,
whether there have been attempts at collaboration between Jews and Arabs.
The answer is, yes, there have been, on both sides. Arabs and Jews have cooper-
ated and are cooperating successfully in the wide and varied fields of municipal,
commercial and labor affairs,

Arabic is taught in all Jewish secondary schools and in a large number of
primary schools. The Jewish Agency is particularly active in spreading knowledge
of Arabic in the Jewish settlements and promoting friendly relations between
them and their Arab neighbors. From personal observation and direct experience
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accumulated over a period of forty-one years’ residence in Palestine, I can affirm
that there is nothing inherent in the nature of either the native Arab or the
immigrant Jew which prevents friendly cooperation. On the contrary, considering
the admitted great difference of background, they mix remarkably well.

By mixing I do not mean assimilation, for the Jew does not come to Palestine
to assimilate to the Arab, but to develop his own distinctive individuality. Nor
does he expect the Arab to assimilate to himself. What I mean is cooperation
between a self-respecting Jew and a self-respecting Arab, and between the two
communities.

Today the issue is overshadowed and practical cooperation is hampered by
the political conflict over the country’s future, The present official leaders of the
Arab states, having achieved practically all they wanted with so little sacrifice,
refuse to admit the legitimacy of the national aspirations of another people. At
the head of the Arab Higher Committee of Palestine stands a man who, apart
from other well-known aspects of his activity, was directly involved during the
war in the Nazi policy of extermination of the European Jews.

Nevertheless, the Jews do not lose heart. They come to Palestine not to fight
the Arab world, but to live at peace with it. They are not an outpost of any foreign
domination. Their ambition is to integrate themselves into the modern structure
of reviving Asia. They are an old Asiatic people returning to their home. At the
same time, they are anxious to make their contribution to the great work of
bridge-building between modern Asia and the rest of the world.

Their intense experience in development within the narrow confines of
Palestine is yielding results which may be of value to all who are interested in
social and economic progress in the Middle East and beyond. But their true
partnership with their neighbors can only be based upon equality of status and
mutual respect. They claim what is the natural right of any people on the face of
the earth—that as many of them as possible should live together in their own
country, freely develop their civilization, make their contribution to the common
stock of humanity, and be self-governing and independent. They cannot possibly
surrender that claim, and for its attainment they appeal for the assistance of the
entire family of nations.

N coNcLusioN, may I answer the question of the distinguished delegate from

Colombia on our views regarding the composition of the special committee.
We would not differentiate between big and small powers, nor would we suggest
the exclusion of any Government merely because it happens to have or may
develop a policy on Palestine. Having a policy does not necessarily mean being
directly concerned as an interested party. But we believe that parties dzreFtIy
concerned should not serve on the committee. That should exclude the United
Kingdom, for reasons put, if I may say so, with unanswerable cogency by the
distinguished representative of the United Kingdom himself. We :would also
definitely exclude the Arab states, unless it were agreed that the committee should
contain one Arab and one Jewish member.
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Supplementary Statement by David Ben-Gurion
May 12, 1947

I aM GRATEFUL for the opportunity afforded to me to make a few supplementary
remarks to the statement made by my colleague, Dr. Silver, on behalf of the
Jewish Agency for Palestine.

First of all, I would like to try to clarify further the nature of the problem
which the mandatory power has placed before the United Nations, as this is
essential for defining properly the terms of reference of the special committee.
Last Friday, the representative of the United Kingdom, on behalf of his Govern-
ment, declared that they tried for years to settle the problem of Palestine and
had failed. They have, therefore, brought the problem to you in the hope that
the United Nations would find a just solution.

This statement is open to misunderstanding. The mandatory power was not
charged with discovering a solution to the Palestine problem and its failure was
not in its inability to find the right solution. The mandatory power was charged
by the League of Nations with the carrying out of a definite settlement. That
settlement was set out and determined originally by the United Kingdom herself
and subsequently confirmed by all the Allied and Associated Powers in the first
World War, as well as by the Arabs through Emir Feisal and the Syrian Arab
Committee. It was later embodied in the Mandate approved by fifty-two nations
and made international law.

The terms of that settlement, as decreed by the conscience and the law of
nations, are common knowledge. It is the restoration of Palestine to the Jewish

people.

At the time the United Kingdom took over the Mandate, the problem of
Palestine had been clearly adjudicated and settled. The failure of the Mandatory
Government, as admitted by the British representative, was a failure to carry
out the settlement agreed upon and entrusted to it by the nations of the world.
The failure became manifest with the introduction of a policy set forth in the
White Paper of 1939, which violated the most essential terms of the Mandate and
vitiated its entire purpose.

The White Paper policy, as you know, was condemned by the permanent
Mandates Commission of the League of Nations as incompatible with the Man-
date and with the pledges repeatedly given by the Mandatory Government
itself. It was also denounced by the most eminent political leaders of the United
Kingdom itself, including all the prominent members of the present Government
of the United Kingdom, as a breach of faith. Only recently, the White Paper was
again unanimously condemned by the Anglo-American Committee of Inquiry.
The White Paper policy is responsible for the misery and deaths of a large number
of Jews and for cruel acts of expulsion of Jewish refugees.
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It is responsible for establishing in Palestine a police state without parallel in
the civilized world. It is responsible for the introduction in Palestine of racial
discrimination against Jews in land legislation. This is the real nature of the
failure of the mandatory power,

Therefore, 1 venture to suggest that the first problem facing the United
Nations is how to set right that failure and to ensure that international obliga-
tions toward the Jewish population in Palestine are faithfully fulfilled.

TEE second point to which I would like to invite the attention of your com-
mittee is the fact that in Palestine you are faced not merely with a large and
growing number of Jews, but with a distinct Jewish nation. There are Jews and
Jewish communities in many countries, but in Palestine there is a new and unique
phenomenon—a Jewish nation, with all the attributes, characteristic resources
and aspirations of nationhood. This nationhood springs from a long history and an
uninterrupted connection for 3,500 years with its ancestral soil.

Palestine, which for the Jewish people has always been and will always
remain the Land of Israel, was in the course of centuries conquered and invaded
by many alien peoples, but none of them ever identified its national fate with
Palestine, The Jewish nation in Palestine is rooted not only in past history but
in a great living work of reconstruction and rebuilding, both of a country and

of a people.

The growth of this nation and its work of reconstruction must not and cannot
be arrested—and this, for two reasons. One is the existence of large numbers of
homeless Jews for whom there is no other salvation in the future except in their
own national home. The second is that more than two-thirds of the land in
Palestine is still waste land, uncultivated, unsettled and believed by the Arabs
to be uncultivatable. The history of our settlement in the last seventy years has
shown that this land can be and is being cultivated by us.

This is not because we are more skilled or more capable than others, but
because this is the only soil in the world which we call our own. We are not, like
our Arab neighbors, in possession of vast underpopulated territories, like Iraq,
Syria, Arabia, etc. We must therefore make use of every bit of free land in our
country, even desert land.

Aﬂm{m observation is this: we are told that the Arabs are not responsible
for the persecution of the Jews in Europe, nor is it their obligation to relieve
their plight. I wish to make it quite clear that it never entered our minds to charge
the Arabs with solving the Jewish problem, or to ask Arab countries to accept
Jewish refugees. We are bringing our homeless and persecuted Jews to our own
country and settling them in Jewish towns and villages. There are Arab towns
and villages in Palestine—Nablus, Jenin, Ramleh, Zarnuka, Lydda, Tarshiha.
You will not find a single Jewish refugee in any of them. The Jews who have
returned to their country are settled in Petah Tiqva, Rishon le Zion, Tel Avi:v,
Haifa, Jerusalem, Dagania, the Negev and other Jewish towns and villages built

by us.
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The return of the Jews to their country is a work of self-liberation and self-
reconstruction, which is contributing to the reconstruction and liberation of the
country as a whole,

My fourth and last remark is this. We have no conflict with the Arab people.
On the contrary, it is our deep conviction that historically the interests and
aspirations of the Jewish and Arab peoples are compatible and complementary.
What we are doing in our country, in Palestine, is reclaiming the land, increasing
the yield of the soil, developing modern agriculture and industry, science, and art,
raising the dignity of labor, insuring women’s status of equality, increasing men'’s
mastery over nature and working out a new civilization based on human equality,
freedom and cooperation in a world which we believe is as necessary and bene-
ficial for our Arab neighbors as for ourselves.

A Jewish-Arab partnership, based on equality and mutual assistance, will help
to bring about the regeneration of the entire Middle East. We Jews understand
and deeply sympathize with the urge of the Arab people for unity, independence
and progress, and our Arab neighbors, I hope, will realize that the Jews in their
own historic homeland, can under no conditions be made to remain a subordinate,
dependent minority as they are in all other countries in the Diaspora. The Jewish
nation in its own country must become a free and independent state with a mem-
bership in the United Nations. It is eager to cooperate with its free Arab neighbors
to promote the economic development, social progress and real independence of all
the Semitic countries in the Middle East.

I most earnestly suggest to your committee that the real, just and lasting
solution of the problem before you is a Jewish State and a Jewish-Arab alliance.

Issued by
AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL
342 Madison Avenue e 1 New York 17, N. Y.
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The Palestine Problem

EXTENSION OF REMARES

HON. J. HOWARD McGRATH

OF EHODE ISLAND
IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES3

Fgiday, May 16 (legisiative day of
Monday, April 21}, 1847

Mir. McGRATH. Mr. President, at the
recent special session of the United Na-
tions General Assembly czlled to consider
the Palestine problem, three splendid
statements were made by the spokesmen
for the Jewish people.

These arguments, presented by Dr.
Abta Hillel 8:lver, of Clcveland, president
of the Americen section of the Jewish
Agency for Palestine; by Mr. Moshe
Shertok, head of the political depart-
ment of the agency and by Mr. David
Ben-Gurion, the chairmzn of the eXecu-
tive committee of the Jewish Agency, set
forth fully the historic right and justifi-
cation of the Jewish people to establish
a homeland and a Jewish state in Peles-
tine.

The three statements comprise a mag-
nificont presentation cf the Jewish case
end a splendid review of the historic
American support of this great cause,

I commend these statements to the
attention of all fair-minded people in-
terested in a just solution of one of the
world’s most pressing problems, and I
request their publications in the Con-
GrEssioNaAL Recorp for the information
of the Congress and the country.

There being no objection, the state-
ments were ordered to be printed in the
Recorp, as follows:
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Statement by Dr. Abba Hillel Silver,
May 8, 1947

I should lke to say at the outset that wers
Mr. David Ben-Gurion, chalrman of the
Jewlsh Agency for Palestine, here this morn-
Ing, he would be making this statement.
Unfertunately, the arrival of Mr. Ben-Gurion
hns been delayed. He will be here tomorrow,
and I hope that In the ccurse of the delibara=
tions he will have an opportunity to partici-
pate here.

Permit me to thank the Aszsembly of the
United Natlons for granting the Jewlsh
Agency for Palestine a hearing on the ques-
tion which Is before this ccmmittee. We are
grateful for th? cpportunity to tzks counsel
with you In the matter of constituting and
Instructing a special committee of this body,
which 1s to study the problem of Palestine
and to bring in recommendations for the
future government of that couatry,. We
trust that our participation In those de-
liberations will be heipiul and will prove to
be a contribution to the just sclution of this
grave International problem which this in-
ternational community
seeking.

Is now earnestly

Such a successful soludon soill prove a
blessing not only to Palestine and to all its
inhabitents, to the Jewith pecple, to the
czuse of world peace, but it will also enhance
the moral authority and prestige of this
great crganizatlon for world justice and
peace upon which so many high hopes of

mankind now rest.
PLEASID OVIR CUTLOOXK

We are pleased that the Palestine problem
will now be reviewed by an international
body and that the thought and consclence
of mankind will now bz brought ta bearon a
situation which heretcfore, nnud for some
years now, has been mace cxtremely diffi-
cult by unilateral action and by declsions

made, presumably within the terms of a




mandatory trust, but actually withcut the
sanction or supervision of the International
body which established that trust and which
defined both its limits and {ts purposes.
The zdministration of Palestine has, since
the outbreak of the war, been conducted by
the mandatory pcwers as if It were vested
with the sovereignty of Palestine; whereas it

iz assumed to administer that nc'l?ntry', of

which it was not the sovereign, as a trustee
for carrying out the purposes of the mandate,
which clearly defined its rights and its obli-
gations,

The problem of Palestine is, of course, of
paramount .mportance to the Jewish pecple
and that fact, I take it, motivated the Gen-
eral Azrembly of the United Nations to extend
an invitation to the Jewish agency of Pales-
tine to present its views, We thank all those
who so warmly urged our admi:s.on for their
The Jew-
ish agency, you will recall, Is recognized in

good will and their gallant action.

the mandate for Faiestine as a public bcdy
authorized to speak and act cn behal! of the
Jewish people in and out of Palestine in
matters affecting the establizhment cf the
Jewlsh national home.

It i= the only recognized public body In
the mandate.
quote article 4, ** * =
advising and cooperating with the adminis-

It is recognized as such, to
for the purpcse of

tration of Palestine in such economic, secial,
and other metters as may afllect the e:stab-
lishment of the Jewish national home ard
the intérests of the Jewish population in Pal-
estine and, subject always to the control of
the administration, to assist and take part
in the develcpment of the country.”

Under article 8, the Jewlsh agency i= én-
titied further to cooperate with the admin-
istration in permitting “* * * close set-
tlement by Jews cn the land”; and, by article
11, it is given a preferred status in respect
to the construction and operation of publie
works and the development of the natural
resources of the country.
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The Jewish agency, which we have the
honor to represent, therefore, speaks not
merely for the organized Jewlsh community
of Palestine, the democratically elected Na-
tional Couneil of Falestine Jews, who are to-
day the ploneering vanguard in the build-
ing of the Jewlsh national home; it speaks
also for the Jewish pecple of the world, who
are devoted to this historic ldeal, for It was
charged, by the same article 4 of the man-
date, ** * *
all Jews who are willing to ~=sist In the estab-
lishment of the Jewish national home."

to secure the cooperation of

I have spoken of “the Jewish people” and
“the Jewizh national home.” In defining the
terms of reference of the commitice of In-
quiry which you are to appoint, and In all
the committee’s future Investigations, these,
in my judgment, should be regarded as key
terms and basie concepts. They were the key
terms and the basle concepis of the Ballour
Deciaration and of the mandate und:r which
Palestine is, or should be, administéred
today

To rroceed withcut relation to them would
be to detour into a political wilderness as far
as Palestine Is concerned. To treat the Pal-
estine problem es if It were one of merely
reconciling the differences between two sec-
tions of the populnation pres:ntly Inhabliting
the eccuntry, or of finding a haven for a ceér-
tain number of refugees and displaced per-
gans, would only contribute to confusion.

BALFOUR DECLARATION CITED

The Balfour Declaration, which was issued
by His Majesty's Government as a “* * *
declaration of sympathy with Jewish Zionist
asplration," declares:

“His Majesty's Government view with
faver the establishment in Palestine of a
national home for the Jewish people.”

The mandate, In its preamble, recognizes
s =« = the historical connection of the
Jewish pecple with Palestine” and “* & ¢

the grounds for reconstituting™—I call your




attention to the word “reconstituting"—
“thelr national home in that country.”
Those International commitments of &
quarter of a century ago, which flowed from
the recoznition of historie rights and present
needs, and upon which so much has already
been built in Palestine by the Jewlsh people,
cannot now be erased. You cannot turn
back the hends of the cleck of history,
Certainly, the United Nations, gulded by
its great principle, proclaimed in Its Charter,
“ta establish conditions under which justice
and respect for the obligations arising from
treatles and other sources of international
law can be maintzined,” can never sanctlon
the violatlon of treaties and of international
Inw,
Having this and similar situations in mind,
a epacific provision, you will recall, was writ-
ten into the chapter of the Charter of the
United Mations which deals with territories
which might become trusteeship territories,
and which is therefcre especially applicable
This Is
article 80 of the Charter, which recds:
“Except as may be ngreed upon in Indi-

to territories now under mandate.

vidual trusteeshin agreements, made under
articles 77, 70, and E1, placing each territory
under the trusteeship system, and until such
agreements have bezn concluded, nothing
in this chapter shall be construed In or of
itself to alter In any manner the rights
whatscever of any states or any peoples or
the terms of existing Internatlonal instru-
ments, to which members of the United Na-
tions may respactively be partles.™

It Is the perspective of your commiltee of
inguiry on the entire problem which, in our
judgment, will prove decisive. It will glve
direction and will greatly expedite its work,
and 1ts conclusions will prove of cons{ruc-
tive significance, if it will keep the proper
perspective always In view.

A generation ago the International com-
munity of the world, of which the United
Nations today Is the political and spiritual
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helr, decreed that the Jewish people should
be given the right, long denied, and the op-
portunity to reconstitute thelr natlonal
home in Palestine. That natlonal home is
still in the making: it has not yet been fully
esiablished. No internatlional eommunity
has canceled or even gquestioned that right.
The mandatory power, which was entrusted
with the obligation to safeguard the oppor-
tunity for the continuous growth and de-
velepment of the Jewlsh national home, has
unfortunately in recent years grievously in-
terfered with and clrcumecribed It. That
opportunity must now be fully restored.

When will the Jewlsh national home be
an accomplished fact? The answer to that
question may well be given by the man who
wes Prime Minister of Great Britain at the
time when the Balfour Declaration was ls-
sued. I am gquoting the testimony of Mr.
Lioyd George, given before the Palestine
Royal Commission In 1837:

“There wouid be no doubt,” he sald, “as
to wkat the Cabinet then had in their minds.
It was not thelr ldea that a Jewish state
should be set up immediately by the peace
treaty. ©On the other hand, it was conton-
plated that, when the time arrived for ac=
cording representative Institutions to Pales-
tine, if the Jews had meanwhile rezponded to
the opportunity afforded them and had be-
come t definite majority of the inhabltants,
then Palestine would thus beeome a Jewlish
commonwealth.”

“Tha notion that Jewish immigration,” he
continuzad, “would have to be artificially re-
stricted in order to insure that the Jews
wculd be a permanent minority, never en-
tered Into the head of anyone engaged in
framing the polley. That wculd have been
regarded as unjust and fs a fraud on the
pecple to whom we were appealing.”

This same answer could also be given by
Mr. Winston Churchill, who wns an impor=
tant member of the Government which is-
sued the Balfour Declaration; by General




Bmuts, who was a member of the Imperial
War Cabinet at the time and who foretold
an Incressing stream of Jewish immigration
into Palestine and “in generations to come,
a great Jewish state rising there once more';
by Lord Robert Cecll, and by many others.

QUOTES WOODROW WILSON

American statesmen shared this view of
the Jewlsh natlonal heme. Thus, Preslident
Wilson, on March 3, 1819, stated: T am per-
suaded that the Allled natlons, with the
fullest concurrence of cur cwn Government
and pecple, are agreed that In Palestine shall
be Iaid the foundations of a Jewish com-
monwealth.”

That the Government of the United States
does not now consider the Jewlish national
kome as alrcady established is clearly stated
in the letter of President Truman to King
Ibn Saud, of Saudi Arablia, dated October 23,
1948, He wrote:

“*The Government and pecple of the United
Btates have given support to the concept of
the Jewish national home In Palestine ever
since the term!nation of the First World
War, which resulted in the freeing of a large
area of the Near East, including Palestine,
and the establishment of a number of in-
dependent States which are now members of
the United Nations."

“The United States,” wrote President Tru-
man, “which contributed its blocd and re-
sources 1o the winning of that war, could
not divest {tself of a certain responsibility
for the manner in which the freed territorles
were disposed of or for the fate of the peoples
liberated at that time. It took the position,
to whicl It still sdheres, that these people
should be prepared for self-government, and
also that a national home for the Jewish peo-
ple shoculd be establithed In Palestine,

“T am happy to note, declared the Presi-
dent, “that most of the liberated peoples are
The
Jewlish natlional home, however, has not as yet
keen fully developed.”
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now cltizens of independent countries.

It showld, of courss, be clear—and I regret
that statements made by certain representa-
tives In recent days have t.ea::‘l'ed to confuse
what should be clear—that when we speak of
a Jewish state. we do not have In mind any
raclal state or any theocratlc state, but one
which will be based upon full equality and
rights for all inhabitants without distinetion
of religion or race ¢nd without domination
What we have In mind by
the Jewish state Is most svecinetly stated
in a resolution adopted by the British Labor
Party ir 1845—now represented by the pres-
ent Government of the United Kingdom,
which requested this special session of the
United MNations. I am guoting:

“Here we halted halfway, irresolutely be-
twezn conflicting policies. 3ut there Is surely
nelther hope nor meanin, In a Jewish na-

¢~ subjugation.

tlonal home unless we are prepared to let
the Jews, if they wish, enter this tiny land
in sucth numbers as to become a majority.
There was & strong case for this before the
war, and there Is an irresistible case for It
now,

When your committee of inquiry will
come to conslder proposals for the future
government of Palestine, this Inescapable

and irreducikle factor—the International

obligation to insure the continuous develop-
:nt of the Jewish natlonal home—should
be kept, In cur judgment, constantly In

mind. I belleve it would be extremely help-
ful to the committee of Inguiry if the man=
datory government would present the ac-
count of Its stewardship of the Palestine
mandate to It rather than walt for the next
assembly of the United Nations. It would
nislst the committee In thinking through
the problem rnd at arriving at helpful ree-
ommendaticns for the future government of
Palestine.

It 1= Mogieal, 1 fear, to ask the committes
of Inquiry to consider the future govern-
ment of Palestine without first making a

thorough study of the present government




to discover what was faulty in the present
adminjstration, what neglect and what de-
viations cecurred to have brought about a
condition so dangerous and explosive as to
necessitate the convoking of a special ses-
glon of the United Natlons to deal with it.

I believe that the committee of Inqulry
should most certainly visit Palestine. Writ-
ten documents are important, but infinitely
mere insiructive are the living documents,
the visible testimony of creative effort and
achlevement. In Palestine they will sce
what the Jewish people, Inspired by the hope
of reconstituting thls national home after
the long weary centuries of their homeless-
ness, and relying upon the honor and the
pledged word of the world community, has
achieved In a few short years against great
odds and seemingly Insurmountable handi-
CApPS,

The task wins enormous—untrained hands,
inadeguate means, overwhelming dificulties.
The land was stripped and poor, neglected
through the centuries. And the pericd of
building tock place between two disastrous
world wars when European Jewry was shat-
tered and Impoverished. Nevertheless, the
record of ploneering achlevement of the
Jewish pecple in Palestine has recelved the
acclaim of the entire world. And what was
built there with scclal vislon and high hu-
man ideallsm has proved n blessing, we be-
lieve, not only to the Jews of Palesting but
to th> Arabs and to other non-Jewlsh com-
munities ns well.

That the return of the Jews to Palestine
would prove a blessing not only to them-
selves but also to thelr Arab neighbors was
envisaged by the Emir Felsal, who was a
great leader of the Arab peoples, at the
Peace Conference following the First World
War. On March 3, 1910, he wrote:

“We Arabs lock with the deepest sympathy
on the Zlonist movement., Our deputation
here in Parls is fully acquainted with the pro-
posals submitted yesterday by the Zionlst
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organization to the Peace Conference, and
we regard them as moderate and proper. We
will do our best, insofar as we are concerned,
to help them through. We will wish the
1 look
forward, and my people with me lock for-
ward, to o future in which we will help you,

Jews a most hearty welcome home,

and you will help us, so that the countries
in which we are mutually interestcd may
once ggain take thelr places in the commu-
nity of civilized peoples of the world.”

Your committee of inguiry will conclude,
we are confident, that If allowed to develop
uninterruptedly the standards of life which
have been developed in Palestine, the con-
cepts of soclal justice and the modern sclen-
tific method will serve as a great stimulus
to the rebirth and progress of the entire
Near East with which Palestine and with
which the destinies of the Jewish national
home are naturally bound up.

Your committee of Ingquiry should also con-
sider the potentialities of the country, which,
if properly developed, can, acccrding to the
expert testimony of those most gualified to

speak on the subject, sustaln a population

much greater than the present one, Many
more projects which will result in great eco-
nomic and soclal improvement, not alone In
Palestine but In all the nelghboring coun-
tries, are awalting development pending a
satisfactory political solution.

WOULD INVESTIGATE VIOLENCE

The committee of inguiry should, while in
Palestine, also look into the real, the funda-
mental eauses of the tragic unrest and vio-
lence which teday mar the life of the Holy
Land to which our Jewlsh ploneers came,
not with weapons but with tools. They will
inquire, I am sure, why a peace-loving com-
munity, whese sole Interest was in bullding
a peaceful home and future for themselves
and thelr children, 15 belng driven to the
pitch of resentment and tension and lamen-
tably driving some of its members to actions
which we all deplore.




They will ask themselves, I am sure, why
shiploads of helpless Jewish refugees—men,
women, and children who have been through
all the hells of Nazl Eurcpe—are being driven
away from the shores of the Jewish natlonal
home by a mandatory government which as-
sumed, as its prime obligation, to facilitate
Jewlsh immigration into that country,

They will also investigate, I hope, how the
mandatory government is carrying out an-
other of its obligations, which was to encour-
age also settlement of the Jews on the land;
when, in actuzl practice, it is today severely
restricting free Jewish settlement to an area
less than 6 percent of that tiny country, and
1s enforcing today in the Jewlsh national
home discriminatory raeial laws which the
mandate, as well as the Charter of the Unlted
Nations, severely condemns.

By way of digression let It be said—if it
need be sald at all—that we are not engaged
nor shall we be engaged in any criticism or
condemnation of the people of the United
Kingdom., We have no guarrel with them,
On the contrary, we have the highest regard
and admiration for that people and for its
monumental contributions to demococratic
civilization; and we shall never forget that 1t
was the United Kingdom which, first among
the nations, gave recognition to the national
aspirations of the Jewish people. It is only
a wrong and unjustifiable policy which con-
tradicts and tends to defeat the far-visioned
British statesmaonship of earlier years which
we condemn,

We hope most earnestly that the Commit-
tee of Inquiry will also visit the displaced
persons camps in Europe and see with their
own eyes the appalling human tragedy which
mankind Is permltting to continue unabated
2 years—it is exactly 2 years today since
VE-day—after the close of the war In which
the Jewish people was the greatest sufferer,

While committees of Investigation and
study are reporting on thelr sad plight, and
while Intergovernmental discussions and ne-

T45246—21234

gotiations are going on, these war-ravaged
men and women are langulshing Iln their
misery, still walting for salvation. They ask
for the bread of escape and hope; they are
given the stone of Inquirles and investiga-
Thelr morale is slumping terribly. A
spiritual deterioration, I am afraid, is setting
in among them, It is only the hope that to-
morrow — perhaps  tomorrow — redemption
may come that keeps thelr spirit from break-
ing utterly,

tions.

Most of them are desperately eager to go
to the Jewlsh natlonal hone. 1 hope that
the consclence of mankind, speaking thrcugh
you and through your committee or inguiry
will make it possible for these weary men
and women to find peace ac last and healing
in the land of their fondest hopes, and that
their liberation will not be delayed until
the report of the committee is finally made
and the action of the Assembly is fAnally
teken, but that, pending ultimate declslona
and implementations, these unfortenate
pecple will be permitted forthwith to mi-
grate in substantial numbers to Palestine,

There i8 a decperate urgency about this
tregic human problem. my friends, which
brooks no delay. An immediate relaxation of
the restrictive mensures on immigration Into
Palestine and a return to the status which
prevalled before the white paper policy of
1939 was Imposed will not only be o boon
to these suffering humans, but will greatly
relieve the present menacing tensions In
Palectine, will wash cut much of the bitter-
ness and will enable the deliberatlons of your
commitiee of inquiry and of the next Assem-
bly to be carried on In a calmer spirit, in an
atmosphere of moderation and good will.
Wi are all eager for peace. We must all make
a contribution to achieve It. Eut the deci-
sive contribution ean only be made by the
mandatory government.

I hope that I have not abused your pa-

tience, Mr. Chairman, and the patience of
the representatives of the United Natlons




here assembled. Permit me to econclude
with this observation:

The Jewlsh pecple place great hope upon
the outcome of the deliberatlons of this
great body. It has falth In its collective
gense of justice and fairness and in the high
ideals which inspire it. We are an anclent
people, and though we have often, on the
long, hard road which we have traveled, been
dislllusioned, we have never been disheart-
ened. We have never lost faith in the sov-
ereignty and the ultimate triumph of great
moral principles.

In these last tregic years, when the whole
hcusehold of Israel became one great hostelry
of paln, we could not have bullt what we
did bulld had we not preserved our un-
ghakable trust in the victory of truth. It is
in that strong faith and hope that we wish
to cooperate with you in this task which you
have undertaken,

The Jewizsh people belongs in this scclety
of nations, Surely the Jewish people 1s no
less deserving than other peoples whose na-
tional freedom and independence have been
established and whose representatives are
now seated here. The Jewish people were
your allles in the war and joined thelr sac-
rifices to yours to achleve a common victory.
The representatives of the Jewish people of
Palestine should sit in your midst. The

representatives of the people and of the land
which rave to mankind cpiritual and ethi-
cal values inspiring human personalitics and
gacred texts which are your tressured pos-

sessions—we hope that that pecple, now re-
i:;ulldlug again its national life In its ancient
homeland, will b2 welcomed before long by
you to this noble fellowship of the United
Natlons.

Statement by Mr. Moshe Shertok, May
12, 1247

I am here to reply to the questions which
were put to Dr. Bllver after the conclusion
of his address to the committee. In so do-
ing, I hope I may be permitted also to clear
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up some of the underlying Issues, In order
to bring out the meaning of my replies a
little more clearly.

I would begin with r guestion asked by
the representative of Poland as to the or-
ganization, compoesition, and functions of the
Jewish Agency for Palestine. In the man-
date, it was the Zionist organization which
was recognized as the Jewish agency, with
powers to advise and cooperate with the
mendatory administration in matiers con-
cerning the Jewish national home and to
take part in the country’s development.

At the time, the World Zionist Organiza-
tion, founded 50 years ago, was already 25
years old. Subsequently, certain non-Zionist
groups jolned in forming an eninrged Jew-
ish agency, but the Zionist organization has
remained the main driving force. The Waorld
Zlonist Organization has today local organi-
gations in more than 60 countries—with a
few exceptlons, In every country where
Jews live.

Within the Zionlst movement, as in any
democratically organized scclety, there are
parties: the labor party and other labor
groups, the center or gencral Zionists, the
Mizrzchi or the orthedox religlous Zionlsts,
and the revisionlsts, This party divicion is
reflected in our congresses, which are held
once in every 2 years after a genernl electlon
in all countries. The congress clects our ex-
ecutive, the present executive was elected
by the 360 delegates to the twenty-second
Zionlst congress in Basle Inst December, who,
in turn, were elected by nearly 2,000,000 Zion-
ist voters throughout the world. The execu-
tive has headquarters
branches with resident members in Kew York,
London, and Parls.

in Jeruszlem and

AGENCY'S DUTIES CUILINED
Two things must be stressed. First, the
agency Is the spokesman, not merely of Jew:
already settled in Palestine but of all Jews
throughout the world who are devoted to
the idea of the Jewlsh national home. The
entire Jewish people, 1 might say, hold the




Jewlsh agency responsible for the success of
that great enterprise. Secondly, the agency
e not merely an organ of national representa-
tlon, but an instrument of natlon-bullding,
an institution of immigratlion, development,
and settlement. It mobilizes the energies
and respurces of our pecple for national re-
construction, and in Palestine it directs
large-scale practical development work.

It has been responsible for bringing hun-
dreds of thousands of Jews to Palestine and
settling them there. It has earried out an
extensive program of settlement on the land.
It has stimulated major industrial develop-
ment., It has supplied guidance and coordi-
nation to the vast volume of free Initlative
and enterprise In the work of Jewish set-
tlement. Our Jerusalem headquarters is
divided Into departments: political, inancial,
immigration, agricultural settlement, trade
and Industry, labor, etc.

During the war the Jewish agency acted,
in a way, as a recruiting authority. It mo-
bilized the Jewish war effort In Palestine In

the cause of the United Natlons, It has sup-
plied 33000 volunteers for armed service

within the British fcrces. They defended
Palestine, served In most middle eastern
countries and fought in the campaligns of
Africa and Eurcpe. All Industrizl, technleal,
and sclentifle resources of Jewish Palestine
were harnessed to the war effort.

S0 much for the Jewish agency as such.
Politically, its primary function has been
to uphold and defend Jewlsh rights under
the mandate. Immizration Is the crux of the
probiem and several of the questions put to
Dr. Sllver bear on that issue.
these gquestions, I must mcke one basie

In answering

point clear oy way of background.

If it Is granted that the Jewlsh people are
in Palestine as of right, then all the impliea-
tions and ccrollaries of that premise must
be accepted. The foremost is that Jews
must be allowed to resettle in Palestine in
unlimited numbers, provided only they do
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not displace or worsen the lot of the exist-
ing inhabltants who are also there as of
right. If that basic premise 15 not granted,
then there is very little to discuss.

It may sound gulte plausible to argue
that If the right of the Jews to return
to Palestine is admitted on the proutds of
anclent history,
the world would have to be rem=de and
But does the question
Do the descendants of the
Romans, for examgle, clalm entry Into Eng-
land? Do they need England?
future, thelr very existence, depend on set-
tling there? Or do the Arabs, for that matter,
press to return to Andalusia in Spain? Is it
a matter of life and death for them? The
analogy is fallaclous and misleading.

then the whole map of

chaos would ensue.

really arlse?

Does ther

JEWISH POSITION UNIQUE

The great historie phenomenon of the
Jewlzh return to Palestine is unique because
the position of the Jewlzsh people as a home-
less people, and yet attached with en un-
itz Dbirthploce, is
It is that phenomenon that has

breakable tenacity to
unique.
mede the problem of Palestine an issue In
intesnational affairs, and no similar lssue
has ever arisen.

Were It not for the presence in Palestine
today of over 630,000 Jews who refuze to ke
left in the minority position under Arab
domination; were It not for the urge to set-
tle in Palestine, of hundreds of thousands
of homeless and uprocted Jews in Europe,
in the Orient, and elsewhere; were It not for
the hepes and efforts of milllons of Jews
throvghout the world to reestablish thelr
national home and bulld It up into & Jewish
state, then the United Natlons would not
be faced with the problem of Palestine as it
{s now. The problem is real and pressing.
It cannot be made to disappear by con-
juring vp nonexistent difficulties alleged to
be Involved In its solution.

When the distingulshed representative
from India nsks how many Jews from outslde




there were In Palestine at certaln dates—
the operating words belng “from outside™—
I must confess I am somewhat baffled. I
can give him the round figures for the
Jewish population In those years—50.000 In
1200, 165,000 In 1930, £75,000 In 1920. Now
it is about 630,000. Incidentally, there are
more Jews in Palestine today than there
were Arabs ot the end of the First World War,
But as to “Jews from outside,” I cannot
say. In a way., they are all from outside;
they are practically all Immigrants,

There was but a tiny Jewish community
in Palestine prior to 1880. In the early
1€80's, the return started, almost simul-
tanecusly from Russia and Rumania, from
Morceco and southern Arabla, and since then
it has been practically continuous. It start-
ed because the Jews had always believed it to
be thelr inalienable right to resettle Pales-
tine. That right was subsequently interna-
tionally recognized and enshrined In the
mandate, But quite apart from the man-
date, nothing will eradicate, from the hearts
of Jews, the conviction that it is their right
to return. 5o in that deeper sense, they are
from not outside at nll but sons of the
country,

By the way, my Arab countrymen make
much of the fact that Palestine has already
taken in so many Immigrants. These immi-
grants, they said, were recelved by the Arabs.
We are very sorry, but we cannot concede
them that credit,
the Jews have settled In Palestine at the
expeénse of the Arabs. That debit item, too,
we cannot admit,
celving of Jewish immigrants by Arabs nor
any settlement of Jews at the expense of the
Arabs,

The Jews did not come as guests of any-
one. They came in their own right. They
recelved themselves and thelr brothers; and
they did so by thelr own efforts and at the
expense of no one else. Every mcre of land
we tilled was bought and had to be wrested
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Conversely, they say that

There has been no re-

from wilderness and desolation. Nothing was
taken away—not one house, not one job.
A tremendous amount of work, wealth, and
well-belng was presented to the Arab popu-
latlon.

The honorable representative from India
also asked what was the age of the Jewlsh
communities in Europe; and whether, since
the Hitler regime had been crushed, the Jew-
ish displaced persons would not be better
advised to stay In Germany,

As to the age of European Jewry, it Is on
the whole quite venerable, but age has not
made for security. Three-quarters of that
Jewry—&6,000,000 people—are no more. But
let us go back Into the past. Jews had lived
in Spain for a whole millennium when, in
1492, they were dispoiled and expelled, and
only those who gave up thelr Jewish identity
and became Christians were allowed to re-
Jews have lived In Poland since the
eleventh or twelfth century, but in the seven-

main,

teeth they were the victims of feroclous mas-
sncres. Then there were pogroms under the
Russian czars In the nineteenth and twen-
tieth centuries; and In the last war, as we
have Just heard, came the final catastrophe.
Nearly all of Polish Jewry—3.000,000 men,
women, and children—were wiped out by the
Nazis,

In Germany, the beginnings of Jewlsh set-
tlement are traced back to the fourth cen-
tury. But just six centurles ago, most of
the Jews In Germany were destroyed In a
wave of [renzled persecution which swept
Europe. Then, by the twentleth ecentury,

German Jews had reached the pinnacle of

emancipaticn and were largely assimilated. :
Yet they were hurled down into the abyss
of degradation and death., Even converts to

Christianity were not spared.
ANTI-SEMITISM SURVIVES HITLER

It is true that Hitler ls gone now, tut not
antl-Semitism. He was the product, not
the source of German Jew-hatred. Antl-




Bemlitism In CGermany and in many other
parts of Europe is as rife as ever and poten-
tlally militant and fierce. Some governments
tried thelr best to keep it down. but they
have a very hard jcb in doing so. The very
age of European Jewry serves ouly to accentu-
ate the basic historic Insecurity of Jewish
life In the dispersion.

The honorable representative of Indla has
also asked whether the Jewish displaced per-
scns would be assimilable In Palestine. The
answer is “Yes.” They would be perfectly
assimilable in the Jewish community there-—
the one Jewlsh community In the world with
a self-contalner economic system and an in-
dependent cultural life which ls eager and
able to recelve and absorb them. He nsked
whether they would not be better assimilable
in Germany. The answer ig “No."
not settle In a graveyard, nor ean you bulld
a dwelling out of heaps of rubble,

Actuanlly, most of the Jewish cisplacsd per-
scns are not from Germany itself, but from

You can-

other countries. They cre teday In camps, or
they otherwise continue as refugces because
they cannot be resettled in Europe. They
have now walted for 2 years, and in nll this
time no one has come forward with a sclu-
tlon to their problem. The clear recom-
mendations of the Anglo-American Commit-
tee have remained on paper, and, to them,
they have proved a mockery.

No one has offered an alternative to Pales-
tine. But even if there were an alternative,
they refused to be treated as mere chattels,
They appeal to the world to reallze that they
form part of a people which has a national
will of its own. They want to go to the only
country where they will feel at home, both
Indlvidually and collectively. Thelir problem
15 Inseparable from the problem of Palestine,
It is the problem of Palestine,

To treat the issue of Palestine in jsolation
from the immigration Istue would make ns
much sense o8 to study the beating of a heart
in disregard of blood circulation. A sclutlon
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for the problem of Palestine which would
ignore the Jewish clalm and the need for im-
migration would Whoever
undertook to Implement such a sclution
would be driven back by the sheer impact of
reality to face the problem of Immigration,

1 may perhaps Interpose here an answer
to ibe guestion put by the honorable repre-
sentative of the Union of South Africa, He
asked whether we wanted the guestion of
the DP's in Eurcpe examined solely In con-
nection with Palestine, or In its genersl
aspect. Our answer 1s that we belleve that
only In Palestine ean the problem of these
people be permenently and constructively
solved, for only there can their lives be re-
bullt on secure foundations and their homes
become part of the heme of the entire people.

The immigration issue is not confined to
that of the Jewish displaced persons and un=
settled refugees In Eurcpe. Varlous Jewish
communities in Eurcpe are Involved, as well
as the Jews of the Arab and oriental coun-
With regard to these, members of tha
Urnited Natlons have heard during the pres-
ent session ldyllle accounts of the conditions
of ccmplete eguality and trus brotherhood
under which they live, The Jzwish agency
is naturally very intimately ncquainted with
the position, and the pleture as we know
it Is totally different,

In most of these countries Jews are treated
as sccond- or third-rate citizens. They live
in perpetual fear of eruptions of flerce
fanaticlsm, of which there have been tragic
examples both in recent years and In the
Thelr lot ranges from

golve nothing.

trics.

more remote past.
precarious sufferance to active persecution,
All formal statements under duress not-
withstanding, thelr hopes and dreams are
centered on Zlon, and thelr youth has no
other idea but to join itz bullders,

INVESTIGATION OF COMMUNITIES URCED

We very strongly urge that the position
of these communities should form a part of

ths committee’'s investigations. But the




most urgent problem 1s, of course, that of
the displaiced persons in Europe who are now
on the brink of decpair.

The present political erisis in Palestine is
nothing but a clash between the dire needs
of Jewish immigration and the current anti-
Immigration polley of the mandatory power.
We were asked by the representative of
India why public servants of the British
Government in Palestine are today the vie-
tims of terrorist activity, The answer is
because the white paper of 1939 1s still In
force. Terrorism is a perniclous outgrowth
of a disastrous policy.

The Jewish agency has unreservedly con-
demned terrorist bloodshed, and in that attl-
tude it Is supported by the large majority of
the organized Jewich community. Its harm
to the Jews and to the Jewish future is far
graver than to the government and people
of the United Kingdom. But Jewish efforts
to resist and check terrorism are continually
frustrated because government action, In
pursuance of the white paper, adds fuel to
the fire. Our efforts will continue, but the
representative of India will no doubt agree
that Palestine is not the only country which
has been afMlicted with this
diseaze,

maost hateful

Another question was why, in contradie-
tion to the Emir Feisal's (Arab leader at 1019
peace conference) attitude, the Palestine
Arabs were now opposed to Jewish immipgra-
tion. BSince that gquestion was put, we have
heard a very atle exposition of the Palestine-
Arab case which fully covered the point. All
I would add is that the uncompromising
opposition to immigration now volced does
not invalidate the broader conception and
bolder vislon expressed in the PFelsal-Welz-
mann agreement, which Indicated a way of
harmonlzing Jewlsh and Arab aspirations
within a wider framework, fully taking Into
account the Independence then promised and
now achleved by the Arabs In vast territorles,

While I am on the polnt of promlses, may
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I be parmitted to recall that Sir Henry Me-
Mnhon (British High Commissioner in Egypt
during World War I) himself stated that
Palestine was never included in the promises
made by him to the Arabs, and that this was
well understood at the time by the late King
Hussein (King Hussein of Hedjnz, Sherif of
Mecea In 1915); also that Trans-Jordan,
which was originally included in the Balfcur
Declaration, is today an Arab state.

Finally, the distinguished representative of
India asked whether we recognized the dis-
tinction between a Jewish state and a Jewish
national home, The answer Iz that we do,
but psrhaps not guite in the sense in which
the question was meant. The establishment
of the Jewish nationnl home IS a process.
The setting up of a Jewish state Is its con-
summaticn. That such consummation had
been Intended by the authors of the Jewish
national home policy and that a way was
definitely left open for its achlevement was
conclusively proved by the Palestine Royal
Commission. The point was fully under-
stood by those responsible for the 1944 state-
ment on Palestine of the British Labor Party
executive.

The Indian rcpresentative drew attention
to the use in that statement of the term
“Jewish national home"
state.”

and not “Jewilsh
But may I recall the words of Mr.
Huvgh Dalton, the present Chancelor of the
Exchequer, when reporting on that state-
ment of the executive to the Labor Party
Conference. He urged common support, In
with the United States and
Soviet Governments—and now I quote—"for
a pollcy which will give us a happy, free,
and prosperous Jewlsh state In Palestine.”
That was only 2 years ago.

The matter has a most vital bearing on the
question of Palestine’s independence. Un-
like other mandates of category A, the de-
clared object of which was to prepare the
country for independence, the Palestine man-

date has no such clause. Its primary pur-

consultation




pose, In the words of the Royal Commission,
is the establishment of the Jewish national
home,
must be independence and the mandate
must be terminated.

But, of course, the ultimate goal

Bo If, upon the termination of the Palestine
mandate, its original purpoce is to be ful-
filled, if the future of the Jewish Naticnal
Home I8 to be permanently sezured, if the
national interest of the Jewish pecple is to be
harmonized with other interests and not
eacrificed for their sake, then n Jewish State
must come into belng. A home, In the words
of a British statesman, in the debate on the
white paper for Palestine, is a place to which
one is always free to come back. How is the
natlonal home to fulfill its primary Minctions
of being open to Jews in need of it, if it is to
remaln forever subjected to non-Jewish sov-
erelgnty?

WOULD STCURE ARAB MINOZITY

An Arab minority in a Jewish state will be
secure, if for no other reason, because the
state wlll forever remaln surrounded by Arab
coumntries with which It will be most vitally
interested to be at peace; also because there
will always be Jewish minorities in other
lands,

But a Jewish minority in an Arch State
will have no such s2curity at all. It will be
at the mercy of the Arab majority, which
would be free from all restraints. To pro-
vide boldly, If I may put it that way, for the
Independence of Palestine as a country, with-
out placing an equal emphosis on safeguard-
ing the independence of the Jews as a peo-
ple, s to tear the problem ocut of its real
context and load the dice heavily against the
The whole lssue 1s likely to be vitiated
in advance by such an approach.

The question of our living with the Arab
peoples and the relatlonshlp of a Jewish State
with them is, of course, the dominant ques-
tion of the future. The distinguizhed rep-
resentativ. of Poland has asked, In his second
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Jews.

question, whether there have been attempts
at collaboration betwezn Jews and Arabs,
The answer s, yes, there have been, on both
sldes. Arabs and Jews have cooperated and
are cooperating successfully in the wide and
varled flelds of munlcipal, commerecial, and
labor affairs.

Arable Is taught In all Jewish secondary
schools and in a large number of primary
schools. The Jewish agency is parileularly
active In spreading knowledgze of Arable In
the Jewish settlements and promoting
friendly relations between them and their
Areb nelghbors.
and direct experience accumulated over a
period of 41 years' residence in Palestine, T
can afirm that there 18 nothing inherent in
the nature of either the native Arcb or the
Immigrant Jew which prevents friendly co-
operation. On the contrary, considering the
admitted great difference of background, they
mix remarkably well.

By mixing I do not mean assimilation, for
the Jew does not come to Palestine to as-
simlilate to the Arab, but to develop his own
distinciive ivdividuality. INor does he expect
the Arab to mssimilate to himself. What I
mean is cooperation between a self-respecting
Jew and & self-respecting Arab, and between
the two communities.

Today the lssue s overshadowad and prac-
tical cooperation Is hampered by the politl-
The
present offizinl Jeaders of the Arab States,
havirg echieved practically all they wanted
with so little sacrifice, refuse to admit the
legitimacy of the natlonal aspirations of an=
other people. At the hesd of the Arab
Higher Committe of Palestine stands a man
who, apart from other well-known aspzcis of
his activity, was dircctly involved during the
war In the Naz! policy of extermination of
the European Jews.

Nevertheless, the Jews do not lose heart,
They come to Palestine not to fight the Arab
world, but to live at peace with it. They are

From personal observation

cal conflict over the country’s future.




not an outpost of any forelgn domination,
Their ambition is to Integrate themselves
into the modern structure of reviving Asia,
They are an old Asiatic people returning to
their home. At the same time, they are anx-
fous to make their contribution to the great
work of bridge building between modern
Asia and the rest of the world.

PARTHNERSHIPF OF EQUALITY AEKED

Their intense experience in develcpment
within the narrow confines of Palestine Is
yielding results which may be of value to
all who are interested in socinl and eco-
nomic progress in the Middle East and be-
yond. But their true partnership with their
neighbors can only be based upon equality
of status and mutual respect, They claim
what is the natural right of any people on
the face of the earth—that as many of
them as possible should live together in
their own country, fresly develcp their civ-
flization, make their contribution to the
common stock of humanity, and be self-
governing and Independent. They cannot
possibly surrender that claim, and for its
attainment they appeal for the assistance
of the entire family of nations.

In conclusion, may I answer the question
of the distingulshed delegation from Co-
lombia on cur views regarding the composi-
tion of the special committee. We would not
differentiate between big and small powers,
nor would we suggest the exclusion of any
government merely because it happens to
have or may develcp a policy on Palestine.
Having a policy does not necessarily mean
being directly concerned ns an Interested
party. But we believe that partles directly
concerned =hould not serve on the commit-
tee. That should exclude the United King-
dom. for reasons put, if I may say =0, with
unanswerable cogency by the distingulshed
representative of the United Kingdom him-
self. We would also deflnltely exclude the
Arab Btates, unlcss It were agread that the
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committee should contain one Arcb and
one Jewlsh member,

Statement by Mr. David Ben-Gurion,
May 12, 1947

I am grateful for the opportunity afforded
to me to make a few supplementary remarks
to the statement made by my colleague, Dr.
Sllver, on behalf of the Jewish Agency for
Palestine,

First of all, I would like to try to clarify
further the nature of the problem which the
mandatory power has placed before the
United Nations, as this is essential for de-
fining properly the terms of reference of the
gpecinl committee. Last Friday, the repre-
sentati® of the United Eingdom, on brhalf
of his Government, declarcd that they tried
for years to settle the problem of Palestine
and had failed.
brought the problem to you in the hope that
the United Natlons would find a just solu-

They have, therefore,

tion.

This statement is open to misunderstand-
ing. The mandatory power was not charged
w.ith discovering a solution to the Palestine
problem and its fallure was not In its inabil-
ity to find the right solution. The manda-
tory power was charged by the League of
Natlons with the earrying out of a definite
settlement, That settlement was set out and
determined originally by the United King-

dom herself and subseguently confirmed by
all the Allles and associated powers In the
First World War, as well as by the Arabs
through Emir Feisal and the Syrian Arab

Committee., It was later embodied in the
mandate approved by E2 nations and made
internat'mal law.

The terms of that settlement, as decreed
by the consclence and the law of nations,
are common knowledge., It Is the restora-
tion of Palestine to the Jewish people.

At the time the United Eingdom tock over
the mandate, the problem of Palestine had
been clearly adjudicated and settled. The




fallure of the mandatory government, as ad-
mitted by the British representative, was a
fallure to carry out the settlement agreed
upon and entrusted to it by the natlons of
the world. The fallure became manifest with
the Introduction of a policy set forth in the
white paper of 1830, which violated the most
essential terms of the mandate and vitiated
its entire purpose.

The white-paper policy, as you know, was
condemned by th: permanent Mandates
Commission of the League of Natlons as in-
ccmpatible with the mandate and with the
pledges repratedly given by the mandatory
government itself. It was also denounced by
the most eminent palitien]l leaders of the
Unjted Kinpdom Iitself, including all the
prominent members of the present Govern-
ment of the United Kinzdom, as a breach
of faith. Only recently the white paper was
again unanimously condemned by the Anglo-
Amer'can Committee of Inguiry. The white-
paper policy is recponsible for the misery
and deaths of a large number of Jews and
for cruel acts of expulsion of Jewish refugees,

It is responsible for establishing In Pales-
tine a police state without parallel in the
clvilized world. It is responsible for the in-
tredusticn in Palestine of racial discrimina-
tion sgainst Jews In land legislation, This
iz the real nature of the fajlure of the manda-
tory power,

Therefore, 1 venture to suggest that the
first prcbhlem facing the United Nations Is
how to set right that fallure and to insure
that Internntlonal cbligations toward the
Jewish population In Palestine are faithfully
fulfilled,

The sccond point to which I would like to
invite the attentlon of your committee is the
fact that In Palestine you are faced not
merely with a large and growing number of
Jews, but with o distinet Jewish Nation.
There are Jews and Jewish communities in
many countries, but in Palestine there Is a
new and unigque phenomenon—an Jewish Na-
tion, with all the attr.butes, characteristic
resousces, ond aspirntions of nationhood.
This pnatlonhacd springs from a long history
and an uninterrupted connection for 3,500
years with its ancestral soil.
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CANNOT ARREST PROGRESS

Palestine, which for the Jewish peopls has
always been and will always remain the Land
of Israel, was In the course of centuries con-
quered and Invaded by many allen pecples,
but none of them ever ldentified its national
faith with Palestine. The Jewizh Metion in
Palestine Is rooted not only in past histery
but in a great living work of reconstruciion
and rebuilding, both of a country ard of a
peorple.

The growth of this nation and its work
of reconstruction must not and cannot be
arrested—and this, for two reasons. One is
the existence of large numbers of homeless
Jews for whom there Is no other salvation
in the future cxcept In their own natlonal
home. The second is that more than two=
thirds of the land in Palestine iz still
wasteland, uncultivated, unsettled, and be-
lieved by the Arabs to bz uncultivatable.
The history of our settlement in the last
70 years has shown that this land can be
and 1= being cultivated by us.

This 1= not because we are more skilled
of more capable than others, but bzcause
this is the only soil In the world which we
call own. We ere not, lik: our Arsb
neighbors in possession of vast underpopu-
lated territories, llke Irzg, Syrin, Arabia, ete,
We must therefore make use cf every bit of
free land in our country, even desert land.

Another observation is this: We are told
that the Arabs are not responsible for the
persecution of the Jews in Europe, nor Is it
thelr obligation to relieve thelr plight. I
wish to make It qulte clear that It never
entered our minds to charge the Arabs with
solving the Jewish problem, or to ask Arab
countries to accept Jewish refugees. We are
bringing our homeless and persecuted Jews
to our own country and settling them In
Jewish towns and villages. There are Arab
towns and villages In Palestine—Nablus,
Jenin, Ramleh, Narnucka, Libia, Terschicha,
You will not find a single Jewish refugee in
any of them. The Jews who have returned
to thelr country are settled In Petah Tigva,
Rishon le Zion, Tel Aviv, Halfa, Jerusalem,
Dagania, the Negev, and other Jewish towns
and villages bullt by us

our




The return of the Jews to thelr country Is
a work of self-liberation and self-reconstruc-
tion, which Is contributing to the recon-
struction and liberation of the country as a
whaole,

My fcurth and last remark is this, We
have no confliet with the Arab people. On
the contirary. it is our deep conviction that
historically the Interests and aspirations of
the Jewlsh and Arab peoples are compatible
and complementary. What we are doing in
cur country, In Palestine s reclalming the
land, increasing the vield of the soil, develop-
ing modern agriculture and Industry, sclence,
and art, ralsing the dignity of labor, insuring
women's siatus of equality, increasing men's
mastery over nature, and working out a new
civilization based on human equality, free-
dom and cocperztion in a world which we
believe s as necessary and beneficial for our
Arab neighbors as for ourselves.
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A Jewish-Arab partnership, based on egual-
ity and mutual assistance, will help to bring
about the regeneration of the entire Middle
East. We Jews understand and deeply sym-
pathize with the urge of the Arab people for
unity, Independence, and progress, and our
Arab nelghbors, 1 hope, will realize that the
Jews In thelr own historie homeland, can
under no conditlons be made to remain a
subordinate, dependent minority as they are
in all other countries in the Dinspora. The
Jewlsh natlon in its own country must be-
come & free and independent state with a
membership in the United Natlons. It Is
eager to cooperate with its free Arab neigh-
bors to promote economie development, so-
clal progress, and real independence of all the
Semitic countries In the Middie E:ist.

I most earnestly suggest to your committee
that the real, just, and lasting sclution of
the problem before you is & Jewish state
and a Jewish-Arab alliance,
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HIGH SCHOOL, COLLEGE
GRADUATION JUNE 15T

The graduation exercises of The
Temple High School and The Temple
College will be held Sunday morning,
June 1st at 10:30 A.M. in The Temple.
Rabbi Nodel will deliver the com-
mencement address. The following
students will be graduated from the
High School Department: Sylvia
Bincovitz, Rita Gray, Joanne Heller,
Arlene Klausner, Rita Merecki,
Shirley Robbins, Naomi Selzman,
Lore Simons, Shirley Teklin, David
Auerbach, Werner Dannhauser, Jay
Hirsch, Arthur Levine, Julius Sil-
berger, Jr., Bob Spero and Herbert
Strauss.

Graduates of the College Depart-
ment are Maxine Adelstein, Franklin
Glanz, Doris Klausner, Virginia
Loeb and Helene Ronis.

T. W. A. PRESENTS NEW
CYCLORAMA TO TEMPLE

A new cyclorama for the stage in
Mahler Hall is being presented by
The Temple Women's Association
and has been purchased through the
courtesy of Mr. and Mrs. S. W.
Manheim.

FINALS OF ORATORICAL
CONTEST HELD SUNDAY

This Sunday mormning, from 9:00
to 10:00, the finals of the Auerbach
Oratorical Contest will be held in
the Chapel. Those selected from the
pre-finals held last Sunday are Jay
Hirsch, Allan Schwartzberg, Herbert
Strauss and Werner Dannhauser.

LAST HIGH SCHOOL DEBATE
HELD AT EDUCATIONAL
ALLIANCE

The last debate of the year by the
High School Debating Team was
held last Tuesday, May 13th at the
Council Educational Alliance before
a joint meeting of two Jewish Youth
Council affiliates, the Jewish Music
Group and the Tiu Club.

The subject was ‘‘Resolved:
Palestine Should Be Partitioned".
David Auerbach, Werner Dann-
hauser and Julius Silberger sup-
ported the affirmative side of the
question. Supporting the negative
were Jay Hirsch, Allan Schwartzberg
and Herbert Strauss. Alvin Kitay
was Chairman.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

FRIDAY, MAY 16
5:30 P.M.—Vesper Service

SEATURDAY, MAY 17

9:00 A.M.—Religious School
Junior High Department
Confirmaticn Echearsal
11:15 A.M.—Sabbath Morning Service

SUNDAY, MAY 18

9:00 AM.—Cratorical Contest Finals
10:00 A.M.— Religious Schaoaol
Elementary— High School
Departments
10:30 AM.—Temple Women's Associa-
tion 50th anniversary service
8:30 P.M.—Annual High School Night

Mahler Hall

MONDAY, MAY 19

8:30 P.M.—Home Study Group
*Judaism and Christianity”

TUESDAY, MAY 20

9:30 AM.—Temple Women's Associa-
tion Sewing Groups

WEDNESDAY, MAY 21
2:00 P.M. - -Temple Women's Associa-
tion Golden Jubilee Cele-
bration.
The Temple—Mahler Hal

THURSDAY, MAY 22
4:30 P.M.—Confirmation Rehearsal

FRIDAY, MAY 23
5:30 P.M.—Vesper Service




HISTORY OF TEMPLE WOMEN'S ASSOCIATION
FRESENTED IN PAGEANT MAY 21.t

ROBERT MERRILL METROPOLITAN OPERA STAR
GUEST ARTIST

The Colden Jubilee mecting of The Temple Women's Association will
be held on Wednesday afterncon, May 21st at 2:00 P.M. in The Temple.
An original pazeant directed and acted by sisterhood membters will tell
the story of the Asscciation and its activities from the conception of its

organization.

Rotert Merrill, star of the Metropolitan Opera will ke the

ruest artist on this occasion. A reception and tea in Mahler Hall will follow

the program.

Mrs. Edwin S. Goldstein will be
the narrator for the pageant. Those
participating are:

Pages: Mesiames Leonard I.
Abrams and Mrs. Merril Sands.

Ladies Go Visiting: Mesdames
Jared Faulb, Alan Sands, James
Shulman, Miss Suzanne Bialosky
and Miss Dorothy Mathis.

Message of the Altar Flowers:
Mrs. Fred Sands.

Our Women Go To War: Mes-
dames Norman Klivans, Mark Graves
and Miss Dorothy Katz.

Tuesday Sewing: Mesdames
Lawrence Bloom, Bernard Lane,
Donald Arnold and Tobias Felber.

Dedicating the Organ Boys
Choir.

Meeting the Challenge of
World War II: Mesdames Morton
Bialosky, Richard Haber, Robert
Miller and David Kyman.

QOur Temple Family: Mesdames
Louis Wolf, Max Meisel and Herbert
Simon.

FOR CONFIRMANTS
HIGH SCHOOL AND
COLLEGE GRADUATES
*An Assortment of
Attractive Gifts

*Uniongrams

At the Tuesday Sewing Group
of The Temple Women'’s
Association

HIGH SCHOOL NIGHT PARTY
SUNDAY NIGHT

The Annual High School Night
Party and Dance will be held in
Mahler Hall at 8:30 P.M. Sunday,
May 18th. All members of the
student body of the High School
Department will attend. Confir
mants of the class of 1947 will Le
honored guests at the party.

A special feature of the evening
will be a dramatic review presented
by members of the Student Council
and Dramatic Club. A last will and
testament will be read. Miss Marga-
ret Mulac will conduct a ‘‘get-to-
gether' hour. Refreshments will be
served and an unusval dance feature
will be dancing to an orchestra scen
and heard on the screen. Words of
greeting will be extended by Rabhi
Silver and Rabbi Nodel and Jay
Hirsch, President of the Student
Council.

Memorial Auniversaries

The following names of loved
ones, whose Yahrzeit occurs this
week, will be mentioned during
the Kaddish praver at the Friday
Evening and Sunday Morning
services.

Elsie Seligman
Barbara Strauss
David Dauby
Edna F. Schaifiner




RABBI SILVER’S PRESENTATION IN THE U. N.
OF THE ZIONIST CASE FOR PALESTINE

Following is the complefe text of
the remarks made on May 8ih before
the Political Commities of the United
Nations General Assembly by Dr. Abba
Hillel! Silver, chairman of the Amers-
can section of the [Jewish Agency for
Palestine:

I should like to say at the outset that
were Mr. David Ben-Gurion, chairman of
the Jewish Agency for Palestine, here this
morning, he would be moking this state-
ment. Unfortunately, the arrival of Mr,
Ben-Gurion has been delayed. He will be
here tomorrow, and 1 hope that in the
course of deliberations he will have en
opportunity to perticipate here.

FPermit me to thenk the Ass=mbly of
the United Netions for grantiag the Jowish
Agency for Palestine a hearing on the
question which is before this commitiee,
We are grateful for the opportunity to take
counsel with you in the matter of consti-
tuting and instructing a special comnittee
of this body, which is to study the proble-a
of Palestine gnd to bring in recomrn cnda-
tions for the future government of that
country.

We trust that our participation in these
deliberations will be helpful end wi!l prove
ta be a contribution to the just ssl.ition of
this grave international problem which this
internationeél community is rnow ecrnestly
secking. Ffuch a successful solution will
prove a blessing not only to Palestine and
to all its inhabitants, to the Jewish people,
to the cause of world peace, but it will also
enhance the moral authority and prestige
of this great organization for world justice
and peace upon which so many high hopes
of mankind now rest.

We are pleased that the Palestine pro-
blem will now be reviewed by an inter-
national body and that the thought and
conscience of mankind will now be brought
to bear on a situation which heretofore, and
for some years now, hes been made ex-
tremely difficult by unilateral action and
by decisions made, presumably within the
terms of a mandatory trust, but actually
without the sanction or supervision of the
international body which established that
trust and which defined both its limits and
I8 purposes.

The administration of Palestine has,
since the outbreak of the war, been con-
ducted by the Mandatory power as if it
were vested with the sovereignty of Pales-
tine; whereas, it is assumed to administer
that country, of which it was not the
sovereign, as a trustee for carrying out the

purposes of the Mandate which clearly
defined its right and its obligations.

The problem of Palestine is, of course,
of paramount importance to the Jewish
people and that fact, 1 take it, motivated
the gencral assembly of the United Nations
to extend an invitation to the Jewish agency
of Palestine to present its views. We thank
all those who so warmly urged our admis-
siorn for their goodwill and their gallaat
action. The Jewish Agency, yvou will recall,
is recognized in the mandate for Palesting
as a public body authorized to speak ani
act on behalfl of the Jewish people in and
out of Palestine in matters aTecting the
establishment of the Jewish national hone.

It is the only recognized public body in
the mandate. 1t is recognized as sach, to
quote Article 4, * ., . . for the parpose of
advising and co-operating with the admini-
stration of Palestine in such economic, social
and other matters as may affect the estab-
lishment of the Jewish national home and
the interests of the Jewish population in
Palestine, and, subject always to the con-
trol of the ad ministration, to assist and take
part in the development of the country."

Under Article 6, the Jewish Agency is
entitled, further, to co-operate with the
administration in permitting . . . “close
settlement by Jews on the land”; and, by
Article II, it is given a preferred status in
respect to the construction and operation
of public works and the development of
the natural resources of the country.

The Jewish Agency, which we have the
honor to represent, therefore speaks not
merely for the organized Jewish community
of Palestine, the democratically elected
National Council of Palestine Jews, who
are today the pioneering vanguard in the
building of the Jewish national home; it
speaks also for the Jewish people of the
world, who are devoted to this historic
ideal. For it was charged, by the same
Article 4 of the mandate . . . “to secure the
co-operation of all Jews who are willing to
assist in the establishment of the Jewish
national home."

I have spoken of “ths Jewish pezople”
and *“the Jewish national home." In de-
fining the terins of references of the com-
mittee of iaquiry which you are to appoint;
and in all the committee's future investiga-
tions, these, in my judgment, should be
regarded as key terms and basic concepts.
They were the key terms and the basic
concepts of the Balfour declaration and of
the Mandate under which Palestine is, or
should be, administered today. To proceed
without relation to them would be to de-




tour into a political wilderness as far as
Palestine is concerned. To treat the Pales-
tine problem as if it were one of merely
reconciling the diference between two
sections of the population presently in-
habiting the country, or of finding a haven
for & certain number of refugees and dis-
placed persons, would only contribute to
confusion.

. The Balfour declaration, which was
issued by ldiz Majesty's government as
8 . .. "declaration of sympathy with Jewish

Zionist aspirations,” declares:

“His Majesty’s government view with
favor the establishment in Palestine of a
nation home for the Jewish people.”

The mandate, in its preamble, recognizes
.« « “"the historical connection of the Jewish
pecple with Palestine” and . . . “the grounds
for reconstituting''—I call your attention
to the word ‘“‘reconstituting—*“their
national home in that country."

These international commitments of a
quarter of a century ago, which flowed from
the recognition of historic rights and present
needs, and upon which so much has slready
been built in Palestine by thie Jewish people,
cannot now be erased. You cannot turn
back the hands of the clock of history.

Certainly, the United Nations, guided
by its great principle, proclaimed in its
Charter, "'to establish conditions under
which justice and respect for the obligations
arising from treatics and other sources of
international law can be maintained,” can
never sanction the violation of treaties and
of international law.

_Having this and similar situations in
mind, a specific provision, you will recall,
was written into the chapter of the Charter
of the United Nations which deals with
territories which might become trusteeship
territories, and which is therefore especially
applicable to territories now under mandate.
This ie Article 80 of the Charter, which
reads: “‘except ns may be sgreed upon in
individual trustecship agresmnents, made
under Articles 77, 79, and 81, placing each
territory under the trusteeship system, and
until such agreements have concluded,
nothing in this chapter shall be -onstrued
in or of itseli to alter in any manner the
rights whatsoever of any states or any
pai pic. or the terms of existing uternational
instrumecats to wlhich nbers of the
United Nations may respectively be partics.”

It is the perspective of your committee

cl 1nguiry on the entire problem which, 1n
our judgment will prove declsive. It will
give direction and w !l greatly expedite its
work, its cunclusions will prove of
coastiru e significance, if it will keep the

proper porspecove always in view.

A generation ago, the international
community of the world, of which the
United Nations today is the political and

spiritual heir, decreel that the Jewish
people shoull be given the right, long
denied, and the opportunity to reconstitute
their national home in Palestine.

That national home is still in the making;
it has not yet bzen fully established. No
international community has canceled or
even questioned that right. The Mandatory
power, which was entruste:d with the obliga-
tion to safeguard the opportunity for the
continuous growth and develop nent of the
Jewish national homne, has unfortunately,
in recent years, grievously interfered with
and circumscribzd it.  That opportunity
mast now b= fully restored.

When will the Jewish national home be
an acconplishel fact? The answer to that
question may well be given by the man who
was Pri ne Minister of Great Britain at the
tine whea the Balfour declaration was
issued. [ an quoting the testimony of Mr.
Lloyd Ge:orge, given before the Palestine
Rayal Comnnission in 1937:

“Ther: coall b no douab:," he said,
“as to waat the Cabiast thea had in their
minds. It was a their idea that a Jewish
state should be set up im nediately by the
prace treaty. On the other hand, it was
contenplated that, whea the time arrived
for accordiag repressntative institutions to
Palestine, if the Jews hal meanwhile re-
sponded to the opportunity afforded them
and had b=cone a definite majority of the
inhabitants then Palestine would thua
b:enme a Jewish conmonwealth."

“The notion that Jewish immigration,"
he coatinued, “would have to be artifically
restricted in order to insure that the Jews
would bz a permanent minority, never
entered into the head of any one engaged
in framing the policy. That would have
been regarded as unjust and as a fraud on
the people to whom we were appealing.'

This same answer could also be given
by Mr. Winston Churchill, who was an
important member of the government which
issued the Balfour declaration; by General
Smuts, who was a member of the Imperial
War Cabinet at the time and who foretold
an increasing stream of Jewish immigration
into Palestine and “in generations to come,
a great Jewish state rising there once more'';
by Lord Robert Cecil, and by many others.

American statesmen shared this view of
the Jewish national home. Thus, President
Wilson, on March 3, 1919, stated: “I am
persuaded that the Allied nations, with the
fullest concurrence of our own government
and people, are agreed that in Palestine
shall be laid the foundations of a Jewish
commonwealth."

That the government of the United
States does not consider the Jewish national
home as already established is clearly stated
in the letter of President Truman to King
Ibn Saud of Saudi Arabia dated Oect. 29
“The government and

1946. He wrote:




people of the United States have given
support to the concept of the Jewish national
home in Palestine ever since the termination
of the first world war, which resulted in the
freeing of a large arca of the Near East,
including Palestine, and the establishment
of a number of independent states which
are now members of the United Nations.”

“The United States,”” wrote President
Truman, “which contributed its blood and
resources to the winning of that war, could
not divest itself of a certain responsibility
for the manner in which the freed territories
were disposed of or for the fate of the peoples
liberated at that time. It took the position,
to which it still adheres, that these people
should be prepared for self-government,
and also that a national home for the Jewish
people should be established in Palestine.”

"l am happy to note,” declared the

President, *“that most of the liberated
peoples are now citizens of independent
countries. The Jewish national home,

however, has not as yet been fully developed.'’

It should, of course, be clear—and 1
regret that statements made by certain
representatives in recent days have tended
to confuse what should be clear—that when
we speak of a Jewish state we do not have in
mind any racial state or any theocratic
state but one which will be based upon full
equality and rights for all inhabitants with-
out distinction of religion or race and with-
out domination or subjugation. What we
have in mind by the Jewish state is most
succinctly stated in a resolution adopted
by the British Labor party in 1945—now
represented by the present government of
the United Kingdom—which requested this
special session of the United Nations. I
am guoting:

“Here, we halted halfway, irresolutely
between conflicting policies. But there is
surely neither hope nor meaning in a Jewish
national home unless we are prepared to
let the Jews, if they wish, enter this tiny land
in such numbers as to become a majority.
There was a strong case for this before the
war and there is an irresistible case for it
m_u

When your committee of inquiry will
come to consider proposals for the future
government of Palestine, this inescapable
and irreducible factor—the international
obligation to insure the continucus develop-
ment of the Jewish national home—should
be kept, in our judgment, constantly in
mind. I believe it would be extremely
helpful to the committee of inquiry if the
mandatory government would present the
account of its stewardship of the Palestine
Mandate to it rather than wait for the next
Assembly of the United Nations. It would
assist the committee in thinking through
the problem and at arriving at helpful
recommendations for the future government
of Palestine.

It is illogical, I fear, to ask the committee
of inquiry to consider the future govern-
ment of Palestine without first making a
thorough study of the present government
to discover what was faulty in the present
administration, what neglect and what
deviations occurred to have brought about
a condition so dangerous and explosive as
to necessitate the convoking of a special
session of the United Nations to deal with it,

I believe that the committee of inquiry
should most certainly wisit Palestine.
Written documents are important, but
infinitely more instructive are the living
documents, the visible testimony of creative
effort and achievement. In Palestine they
will see what the Jewish people, inspired by
the hope of reconstituting this national
home after the long weary centuries of their
homelessness and relying upon the honor
and the pledged word of the world com-
munity, has achieved in a few short years
against great odds and seemingly insur-
mountable handicaps. The task was
enormous—untrained hands, inadequate
means, overwhelming difficulties. The land
was stripped and poor, neglected through
the centuries. And the period of building
took place between two disastrous world
wars when European Jewry was shattered
and impoverished. Nevertheless, the record
of pioneering achievement of the Jewish
people in Palestine has received the acclaim
of the entire world. And what was built
there with social vision and high human
idealism has proved a blessing, we believe,
not only to the Jews of Palestine but to the
Arabs and to other non-Jewish communities
as well. :

That the return of the Jews to Palestine
would prove a blessing not only to them-
selves but to their Arab neighbors was
envisaged by the Emir Feisal, who was a
great leader of the Arab peoples, at the
peace conference following the first world
war. On March 3, 1919, he wrote:

“We Arabs look with deepest sympathy
on the Zionist movement. Our deputation
here in Paris is fully acquainted with the
proposals submitted yesterday by the
Zionist organization to the peace conference
and we regard them as moderate and proper.
We will do our best, in so far as we are
concerned, to help them through. We will
wish the Jews a most hearty welcome home,
I look forward, and my people with me look
forward, to a future in which we will help
you and you will help us so that the countries
in which we are mutually interested may
once again take their places in the com-
munity of civilized peoples of the world."

Your committee of inquiry will conclude,
we are confident, that if allowed to develop
uninterruptedly the standards of life which
have been developed in Palestine, the con-
cepts of social justice and the modern
scientific method will serve as a great
stimulus to the rebirth and progress of the




entire Near East with which Palestine and
with which the destinies of the Jewish
national home are naturally bound up.

Your committee of inquiry should also
consider the potentialities of the country
which, if properly developed, can, according
to the expert testimony of those most quali-
fied to speak on the subject, sustain a
population much greater than the present
one. Many more projects, which will result
in great economic and social improvement
not alone in Palestine but in all the neighbor-
ing countries, are awaiting development
pending a satisfactory political solution.

The committee of inquiry should, while
in Palestine, also look into the real, the
fundamental causes of the tragic unrest and
violence which today mar the life of the
Holy Land to which our Jewish pioneers
came, not with weapons but with tools.
They will inquire, I am sure, why a peace-
loving community, whose sole interest was
in building a peaceful home and future for
themselves and their children, is being
driven to a pitch of resentment and tension
and lamentably driving some of its members
to actions which we all deplore.

They will ask themselves, I am sure,
why shiploads of helpless Jewish refugees—
men, women, and children who have been
through all the hells of Nazi Europe —are
being driven away from the shores of the
Jewish national home by a mandatory
government which assumed, as its prime
obligation, to facilitate Jewish immigration
into that country.

They will also investigate, I hope, how
the Mandatory government is carrying out
another of its obligations which was to
encourage close settlement of the Jews on
the land; when, in actual practice, it is
today severely restricting free Jewish
settlement to an area less than 6 per cent
of that tiny country, and is enforcing today
in the Jewish national home discriminatory
racial laws which the mandate, as well as
the Charter of the United Nations, severely
condemns.

By way of digression, let it be said—if
it meed be said at all—that we are not
engaged nor shall we be engaged, in our
criticism or condemnation of the people of
the United Kingdom. We have no quarrel
with them. On the contrary, we have the
highest regard and admiration for that
people and for its monumental contributions
to democratic civilization, and we shall
never forget that it was the United King-
dom which first among the nations gave
recognition to the national aspirations of
the Jewish people. It is only a wrong and
unjustifiable policy which contradicts and
tends to defeat the far-visioned British
statesmanship of earlier years which we
condemn.

We hope most earnestly that the com-
mittee of inquiry will also visit the displaced

persons camps in Europe and see with their
own eyes the appalling human tragedy
which mankind is permitting to continue
unabated two years—it is exactly two years
today since V Day —after the close of the
war in which the Jewish people was the
greatest sufferer.

While committees of investigation and
study are reporting on their safe Aight, and
while inter-governmental discussions and
negotiations are going on, these war-ravaged
men and women are languishing in their
misery, still waiting for salvation. They
ask for the bread of escape and hope they
are given the stone of inquiries and investi-
gations. Their morale is slumping terribly.
A spiritual deterioration, I am afraid, is
setting in among them. It is only the hope
that tomorrow-—perhaps tomorrow —re-
demption may come that keeps their spirit
from breaking utterly. Most of them are
desperately eager to go to the Jewish
national home. I hope that the conscience
of mankind, speaking through you and
through your committee of inquiry, will
make it possible for these weary men and
women to find peace at last and healing in
the land of their fondest hopes, and that
their liberation will not be delayed until
the report of the committee is finally made
and the action of the Assembly is finally
taken, but that, pending ultimate decisions
and implementations, these unfortunate
people will be permitted forthwith to
migrate in substantial numbers to Palestine.

There is a desperate urgency about this
tragic human problem, my friends, which
brooks no delay. An immediate relaxation
of the restrictive measures on immigration
into Palestine and a return to the status
which prevailed before the White Paper
policy of 1939 was imposed, will not only be
a boon to these suffering humans, but will
greatly relieve the present menacing tensions
in Palestine, will wash out much of the
bitterness and will enable the deliberations
of your committee of inguiry and of the
next Assembly to be carried on in a calmer
spirit, in an atmosphere of moderation and
good will. We are all cager for peace. We
must all make a contribution to achieve it.
But the decisive contribution can only be
made by the mandatory government.

I hope I have not abused your patience,
Mr. Chairman, and the patience of the
representatives of the United Nations here
assembled. Permit me to conclude with
this observation:

The Jewish people places great hope
upon the outcome of the deliberations of
this great body. It has faith in its collective
scnse of justice and fairness and in the high
ideals which inspire it. We are an ancient
people, and though we have often, on the
long hard road which we have traveled,
been disillusioned, we have never lost faith
in the sovercignty and the ultimate triumph
of great moral principles. In these last




tragic yecars, when the whole houschold of
Israel became one great hostelry of pain,
we could not have built what we did build
had we not preserved our unshakable trust
in the victory of truth. It is in that strong
faith and hope that we wish to cooperate
with you in this task which you have under-
taken.

The Jewish people belongs in this society
of nations. Surely the Jewish people is no
less deserving than other peoples whose

national freedom and independence have
been established and whose representatives
of the Jewish people of Palestine should sit
in your midst. The representatives of the
people and of the land which gave to man-
kind spiritual and ethical values inspiring
human personalities and sacred texts which
are your treasured possessions—we hope
that people, now rebuilding again its national
life in its ancient homeland, will be wel-
comed before long by you to this noble
fellowship of United Nations.

THE TEMPLE GRATEFULLY ACKNOWLEDGES
THE FOLLOWING CONTRIBUTIONS

TO THE PRAYER BOOK FUND:

In memory of grandmother, Minnie
Trattner Berk by Rhoda Frances Cohn.
In memory of parents, Bessie and Karl
Greenberg by Mrs. W, W. Sirak, Mrs. D,
L. Lazerick and Mrs. Max L. Spitz. In
memory of Charles K. Sunshine by Mrs.
Kate 5. Goldstein.

In honor of marriage of Joseph M.
Cowan and Tessie Alice Spero by Mr. and
Mrs. S. Cowan.

TO THE FLOWER FUND:

In memory of Dr. Morris Coplan by
Mrs. Camillo Taussig and Mrs. Emil
Taussig. In memory of David Rothchild
of Columbus, Georgia by Mrs. J. B. Kohn.
In memory of David Rothchild by Mrs.
Edna Siegel.

In memory of David Rothehild by Mr,
and Mrs. D. N. Myers and Mr. and Mrs.
E. E. Klineman.

TO THE LIBRARY FUND:

In memory of Charles K. Sunshine by
Mrs. Joseph E. Mayer. In. memory of
parents, Meyer and Ida Joseph by Mrs.
Louis Gibbs and Mrs. A. G. Schock. In
memory of uncle, Charles K. Sunshine by
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Keller.

In honor of 70th birthday of Mrs. Isaac
Stone by Mrs. Joseph E. Mayer.

TO THE SOPHIE AUERBACH
SCHOLARSHIP FUND:

In honor of birthday of Mrs. Sophie
Auerbach by Mr. and Mrs. Herbert Buck-
man. In memory of birthday of mother,
Fannie K. Weil by Mr, and Mrs. Irving K.
Heller. In honor of 10th anniversary of
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph E. Stein by Mr. and
Mrs. Irving K. Heller.

In memory of David Rothchild by Mr.
and Mrs. Harry Heiner. In memory of
parents, Abe and Lottic Krohn by Mrs.
S. H. Stecker. In memory of Dr. Morris
Coplan and Edith Weil Davis by Sadie
and Corna Stone.

In memory of Louis Horkheimer by
Mrs. Henry Auerbach. In memory of Issy
Loeb by Mrs. Stella Sycle. In memory of
Issy Loeb by Esther Einstein.

In memory of lIssy Loeb by Nathan
Loeser. In honmor of recovery of A. M.
Luntz by Mrs. George W. Furth.

TO THE RICHARD ALLAN FISHEL
HONOR KEY AWARD:

Contribution by Mr. and Mrs. Jack
Lewis and Mr. and Mrs. L. C. Haas. In
honor of 50th birthday of Clarence Fishel
by Mr. and Mrs. Al J. Zweig. In honor of
50th birthday of Clarence Fishel by Mr.
and Mrs. Edward A. Schwartz.

In honor of 50th birthday of Clarence
Fishel by Mrs. William Deutsch, Mrs.
Ethel Rippner and Mrs. Phil L. Stern. In
honor of 50th birthday of Clarence Fishel
by Helen and Joe Hartzmark and Charlotte
and Louis Herman. In honor of 50th birth-
day of Clarence Fishel by Mr. and Mrs.
Alfred A. Weiskopf.

In honor of 50th birthday of Clarence
Fishel by Mr. and Mrs. Max Jacobs.

In Memoriam

The Temple notes with deep
sorrow the passing of:

YETTA SPERO

and extends its heartfelt sympathy
to her bereaved family.
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THE ANGLO-PALESTINE BANK LIMITED

places at the disposal of its clients forty-four
yvears of banking experience, the network of its
branches in Palestine, the services of its office in

London and of its eorrespendents the world over.

BARCLAYS BANK
(DOMINION, COLONIAL AND OVERSEAS)

BANKERS TO THE PALESTINE GOVERNMENT,
AGENTS FOR THE PALESTINE CURRENCY BOARD,
AUTHORIZED DEALERS IN FOREIGN CURRENCIES

JERUSALEM, TEL AVIV, HAIFA, JAFFA, NABLUS, GAZA I
NAZARETH, HADAR HACARMEL, ACRE, RAMAT GAN

CYPRUS:
NICOSIA,FAMAGUSTA,LIMASSOL,LARNACA,KYRENIA

AND OVER 500 BRANCHES OVERSEAS
HEAD OFFICE: 54, LOMBARD STREET, LONDON E. C. 3

AFFILIATED TO BARCLAYS BANK LTD.
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PALACE HOTEL
GSTAAD

SWITZERLAND

Ideal Holiday Spot in the
Bernese Oberland. — 3,300 teet.

First Class Throughout, — Best Food and Service

Three Tennis Courts — Swimming Pool

Spacious Grounds — Dancing & Entertainment

For all iﬂfﬂr‘mﬂﬁq}n dppij o
Mr. E. SCHERZ, Manager

—_— o

HASSNEH

INSURANCECOMPANY

OF PALESTINE LTD.

Sum Assured (Life Branch) LP. 4,100,000
Total Annual Income for 1946  LP. 483,200
All Funds LP. 640,000

Haad Olllesa: Haianah Bullding.
44 Lilierblum St, TEL-AVIY. Phone 44 31/2. P, O.B. 805

o

J. CEGLA & CO. LTD.

IMPORTERS-EXPORTERS - SHIPPING AGENTS

Leading in
AGRICULTURAL SUPPLIES

FERTILIZERS « MANURE » PEAT
GUANO e INSECTICIDES ¢ CHEMICALS

LOCUST BEANS (CAROBS) = FISHMEAL
OIL SEEDS ¢ OILCAKES o MEAT MEAL

EXPORTERS or “PALGUM” CAROB GUM o |
SUPERIOR QUALITY ano HIGH VISCOSITY

HEAD OFFICE
25, ROTHSCHILD BLVD. PHOME: 2182.5T57
CABLES: CEGLACO TEL AVIV P. O, B, TEL AVIV 1461

Aranches A Hepretaenlalivai throughgul Painstine & Widala East Caunifies

FR.ST G'LASS

THE PALESTINE WINDOW GLASS WORKS "PHOENICIA iro

HALFA
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PALESTINE

RAILWAYS

A PLEASANT APPROACH TO HISTORICAL SIGHT-SEEING IN PALESTINE AND THE
SUREST APPROACH TO SAFE, CHEAP AND EXPEDITIOUS HANDLING OF GOODS

REGULAR PASSENGER AND GOODS SERVICES WITHIN PALESTINE
AND WITH ALL NEIGHBOURING COUNTRIES OF THE MIDDLE EAST.

THE PORTS OF PALESTINE, HAIFA, JAFFA AND TEL-AVIYV,
ARE THE GATEWAYS TO THE MIDDLE EAST.

A MPLE UP-TO-DATE FACILITIES FOR THE HANDLING OF CARGO, EXCELLENT

RAIL AND ROAD CONNECTIONS WITH THE CITIES OF PALESTINE
AND WITH NEIGHBOURING COUNTRIES OF THE MIDDLE EAST.

USE THE RAILWAYS AND PORTS OF PALESTINE

TEEPOL "X” FOR INDUSTRY

A SHELL PRODUCT

The newest and most interesting synthetic detergent for
use in the following industries : —

TEXTILE (COTTON, SILK,
WOOL, RAYON, ele.)
DYEING a

LAUNDRY
LEATHER and FUR
ENGINEERING
RUBBER

TEEPOL X’ is a sulphonate product preventing the deposit
of Lime—Soaps in the process of Washing, Dyeing and
Wet-Finishing,

TEEPOL X' which is an Ester Salt, is a surface active
material comprising the sodium salts of the higher secondary
alkyl sulphates, and is therefore anion active.

TEEPOL "X is also successfully used in the COSMETIC
industry, for the manufacture of shampoos, and is an excellent
medium for the cleaning of equipment in the FOOD
industry.

For details concerning any particular application in which
you may be interested, please apply to

THE SHELL COMPANY of PALESTINE LTD.

JERUSALEM TEL-AVIV HAIFA
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JERUSALEM ELECTRIC &PUBLIC
SERVICE CORPORATION LTD.
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ELECTRICITY

FOR ALL PURPOSES IS AVAILABLE IN
JERUSALEM, BETHLEHEM. RAMALLAH
AND SURROUNDING DISTRICTS
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Full informailen regarding taritls, alc., may be oblained from

LOCAL OFFICE LONDON OFFICE

JULIAN'S WAY &6, QUEEN STREET
P.O. B 185 E.C. 4

SYSTEM: A. C. 3 Phase, 50 Cycles disiributed at 6,600
or 380 and 220 volis
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Price : 80 mils
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UNITED NATIONS PRELUDE

fg HE proceedings of the Special Session of the United
BR S Nations General Assembly on Palestine reflect the bewilder-
ing complexity of the present international situation, The session
met against the background of the acute tension thac has developed
in recent months between the United States and Great Britain, on
the one hand and Sovier Russia on the other. It was inevitable
that these differences and conflicts should affect also the consider-
ation of the Palestine problem. From the Jewish angle there was
substantial ground for anxiety regarding the outcome of this
unprecedented debate, Most of the States represented at the
Session had had little direct contact with the Palestine problem.
Of the Big Three, Great Britain had through its Foreign Minister
more than once repudiated the basic conceptions of Zionism and
advocated a return to the exploded policies of dispersal and
assimilation, Russia’s attitude had not yer been officially defined,
but it was generally believed to favour the Arabs. As for the
smaller States, there was every reason to apprehend that the Arab
demand for the immediate establishment of an independent Pales-
tine State would find ready support. Nor could there be any illusion
concerning the very substantial advantage which the Arab cause
enjoyed ab initio in the counsels of an international organisation
in which it was solidly advocated by a bloc of seven member states
acting in complete unison on every major and minor question.

It is a remarkable testimony to the independence and maturity
of the United Nations Organisation that despite these initial
advantages possessed by the Arabs the Jewish case should have
received a fair hearing and the fierce anti-Zionist onslaught of
the Arab States should have been repulsed along the entire front.
The session revealed that the United Nations Organisation has
already evolved a sense of collective responsibility which enabled
it to bring some order into the chaotic problem with which it
had been faced by the Mandatory Power. This achievement is all
the more remarkable when it is considered that the whole procedure
was without precedent. Palestine and the Jewish question had
never before been discussed by such an authoritative international
forum, On the few occasions when Palestine had appeared on
the agenda of the Council of the League of Nations the discussion
had been brief and confined to specific problems that had arisen.
The basic issues had rarely been touched. In the Permanent
Mandates Commission where indeed fundamental problems had
more than once been raised, the discussion was confined to a small
group of legal and administrative experts, Now for the first time
the whole problem was open for discussion by the world’s most
authoritative international body. And for the first time, too, the

Jews were allowed to have a word in it. That had not been easy to
atrain, Opposition had come from various and sometimes unexpected
quarters. The first proposal for the admission of Jewish representa-
tives to the General Assembly with full rights other than the right to
vote was rejected by a majority. Among those who opposed it
were also the Americans who were concerned not to establish a
precedent on the strength of which other non-official bodies or
national groups not possessing statehood might be admitted to
the Assembly, The Americans for their part proposed that the
Jews be allowed to appear merely before an ad hoc sub-committee
of the Political Committee and there only for the purpose of
stating their case, without taking part in the discussions. This
was rejected as being evidently inadequate, more especially after
the representatives of the Arab States had, day after day,
dinned their crude arguments into the ears of the Assembly.
Finally, it was decided, by a large majority composed of the Soviet
Union, the Western European and Latin American countries, thae
the Political Committee should invite the Jewish Agency and listen
to its statements and views on all the issues to be discussed. The
gradual evolution of the mind of the Assembly on this crucial
question is a significant indication of its independence, Its judgment
was also evident in the rejection of the claims of Jewish dissident
groups to be given equal status with the Jewish Agency in appearing
before the Political Committee. There is reason to believe that in-
fluential quarters had supported these claims and encouraged the
dissidents to press them. The Assembly realised the inherent
unfairness of this procedure and rejected the demand, So it came
about that the Jewish Agency was able to appear as the author-
itative spokesmen of the whole Jewish people — the first time that
the Jewish people had been given the chance to make an appearance
before such a representative international forum.

The second controversial issue was the formulation of the
terms of reference of the Fact-Finding Commission. The Arab
States had from the beginning been pressing hard to secure from
the Assembly acceptance in principle of their claim for the immediate
grant of independence to an Arab-dominated Palestine. When the
proposed terms of reference came up for discussion, they insisted
that they should contain a specific directive to this effect. In this
effort they had the support of numerous States, in particular of
Soviet Russia, whose artitude was clearly inspired by a desire to
put an end to the actual mandatory regime. The representatives
of the Jewish Agency were consulted on this point and expressed
themselves opposed to the inclusion of the independence directive
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in the terms of reference. While the Jewish representatives were
not in principle opposed to independence as the ultimate status
of Palestine, they clearly realised that the whole issue would be
vitiated in advance if the Commission were to be given specific
instructions to recommend the immediate grant of i

to present-day Palestine. The United States was strongly opposed
to the Arab proposal, but in view of the wide support which the
“independence formula” had received, they suggested a formula
referring not to the independence of the “population™ of Palestine,
but to that of the “peoples” of Palestine, which would clearly
have made it possible for the Committee to recommend the
establishment of both a Jewish and an Arab State. Altogether six
resolutions were introduced on this crucial point. The French
representative urged that he could not support any of them as they
were designed to forestall the material decision in one direction
or another. He accordingly moved that the whole of the paragraph
be deleted from the terms of reference. This was accepted by the
Dominions and the Americans and supported by a large majority.
Thus the “independence” directive which had caused such a storm
was quietly buried,

The same thing happened to the Arab arttempt to prevent
the Fact-Finding Committee from visiting the D. P. camps in
Europe. Their evident purpose was to separate the Palestine
problem from the Jewish question. In this matter, however, they
found themselves opposed not only by the Americans, but also by
the Russians and numerous other States. The Committee was given
authority to conduct its investigation in Palestine and wherever else
it might deem useful. Equally significant was the ruling of the
committee on the British motion that the U. N. should discuss
the question of “the future status of Palestine”. Despite strenuous
opposition on the part of the movers and the Arab States, this
formula was altered to read “all questions and issues relevant to
the problem of Palestine.”

It will be evident from the above summary that apart from the
Arab bloc, which throughour maintained a consistent anti-Jewish
attitude, the member States of the Assembly did not vote along
fixed alignments, Not infrequently several States supported the
identical motion from widely divergent motives, The reticent
artitude of the United States in regard to a problem on which its
Government had, during the last year, made a number of very
definite pronouncements, gave rise to considerable comment and
criticism, but it was probably dictated by their firm insistence on
the purely procedural purpose of the meeting. Apart from the
question of the admission of the Jewish Agency to the meeting of
the Political Committee, on which they were apparently anxious
to avoid creating a precedent for the hearing of other non-
governmental bodies, their attitude appeared to be designed to
prevent any decision being taken which might prejudge the results
of the forthcoming investigation. The British representative was
not so objective, According to Mr, Ben Gurion's report to the
Jewish Elected Assembly in Jerusalem, the British “tried generally
to create the impression that they were standing aside, although
behind the scenes they played a very active part, getting others
to do their work.” The attitude of Russia was perhaps the most
baffling issue.

Russia had hitherto carefully avoided showing her hand on the
Palestine issue, apart from criticising the Mandatory regime. At the
present session, it supported the admission of the Jewish Agency
to the meeting of the Political Committee, while, on the other
hand, giving powerful aid to the Arab effort to have the in-
dependence directive inserted in the terms of reference. Neither

of these artitudes could reveal the mind of the Russian government
on the essential issues. It therefore came as a great sucprise that,
at the very end of the session, Mr. Gromyko volunteered a
comprehensive statement which left no room for doubt on the
Russian attitude towards the Palestine problem. The statement went
far beyond the procedural questions on the agenda. It revealed a

understanding of the tragic position of the Jewish survivors in
Europe and of the failure of the civilised world to deal effectively
with this burning problem. Nor was his analysis limited to the
Jewish tragedy in Europe. It went to the roots of the political
aspect of the Jewish problem. "It would be wrong”, said Mr.
Gromyko, “if we disregarded the aspiration of the Jews to a State
of their own and deprived the Jewish people of the right two
fulfil this aspiration. It would be unjustified to deprive the Jewish
people of this right, especially if we take into account all it has
passed through during the Second World War, Therefore the
investigation of this aspect of the problem, as well, and the
preparation of suitable recommendations should form an important
part of the Committee’s tasks.” Russia favours a solution of the
Palestine problem either by setting up, by agreement with
Arabs and Jews, of an independent Palestinian state, or, if such
agreement cannot be attained, by the partition of the country
and the setting up of two independent states. The statement of Mr.
Gromyko left a deep impression on the Assembly, In revealing the
attitude of the Russian Government towards the Palestine problem,
this statement cleared the air and laid the bogey which had been
the main plank of the anti-Zionist propaganda, particularly in the
United States. The notion had been spread that unless the Western
Powers would fall in with the wishes of the Arab League, the
latter would go over with flying colours to Soviet Russia, That
bogey has been effectively disposed of by Mr. Gromyko’s outspoken
pronouncement.
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No survey of the proceedings ar Flushing Meadows would be
complete which failed to pay tribute to the dignified and effective
presentation of the Jewish case by the spokesmen of the Jewish
Agency — Dr, Silver, Mr. Ben Gurion and Mr, Shertok, the
substance of whose statements is given elsewhere in this issue.

The strength and dignity of the Zionist declarations were
in marked contrast to the crude and unbalanced wurterances
and threars with which the spokesman of the Arab Higher
Committee and the delegates of Syria and Iraq harangued the
Assembly. Yet, as Mr. Ben Gurion rightly pointed out, it would
be an unjustified exaggeration to say that a Zionist line had
been taken by the session of the United Nations. “It must be
stated”, he said in his report to the Elected Assembly in Jerusalem,
“that the Zionist formulas were not accepted but that the anti-
Zionist formulas were rejected, and they were rejected with the
full knowledge that they were anti-Zionist formulas.”

A good beginning has been made but no more than a begin-
ning. The preparation of the Jewish case before the U, N. Fact-
Finding Committee — the nineteenth committee of inquiry invest-
igating Palestine problems — will call for a comprehensive and
strenuous effort on behalf of the Jewish Agency. It is only when
the Committee has reported to the forthcoming session of the
Assembly in September of this year that fundamental decisions will
be taken though even then there is no certainty as to whether the
British Government will act upon them. Nevertheless, there can be
no doubt that a great moral weight will attach to whatever this

authoritative body will recommend to the next session of the
Assembly.
J. P, COHEN
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Jewish Agency Statements at U. N,

ESSENCE OF THE PALESTINE PROBLEM

MANDATORY’S FAILURE e JEWISH STATE AND JEWISH-ARAB ALLIANCE

T HE representative of the
United Kingdom has declared
on behalf of his Government
that they had tied for years
to settle the problem of Pales-
tine and had failed. They have
therefore brought the problem
to the United Nations in the
hope that the U. N. would
find a just solution. This state-
ment is open to misunderstand-
ing. The Mandatory Power
was not charged with discover-
ing a solution to the Palestine
prublcm, and its failure was not
in its inability o find a right
solution. The Mandatory Power
was charged by the League
of Nations with the carry-
ing out of a definite settlement. Thar settlement was set out and deter-
mined originally by the United Kingdom herself and subsequently
confirmed by all the Allied and Associated Powers in the First World
War, as well as by the Arabs through Emir Feisal and the Syrian
Arab Committee. It was later embodied in the Mandate, approved
by s2 Nations and made international law. The terms of that
sertlement, as decreed by the conscience and the law of nations,
are common knowledge, It is the restoration of Palestine to the

Jewish people.

BREACH OF FAITH

At the time the United Kingdom took over the Mandate,
the problem of Palestine had been clearly adjudicated and settled.
The failure of the Mandatory Government, as admitted by the
British representative, was the failure to carry out the settlement
agreed upon and entrusted to it by the nations of the world, That
failure became manifest with the introduction of the policy set
forth in the White Paper of 1939 which violated the most
essential terms of the Mandate and vitiated its entire purpose.
The White Paper policy was condemned by the Permanent Man-
dates Commission of the League of Nations as incompatible with
the Mandate and with the pledges repeatedly given by the Man.
datory Government itself; it was also denounced by the most
eminent political leaders of the United Kingdom itself, including
all the most prominent members of the present Government of
the United Kingdom, as a breach of faith. Only recently, the
White Paper was again unanimously condemned by the Anglo-
American Committee of Inquiry. The White Paper policy is
responsible for the misery and death of a large number of Jews
and for the cruel acts of expulsion of Jewish refugees. It is re-
sponsible for establishing in Palestine a police state without parallel
in the civilized world. It is responsible for the introduction in
Palestine of racial discrimination against Jews in land legislation.
This is the real nature of the failure of the Mandatory Power.
Therefore 1 venture to suggest that the first problem facing the
United Nations is how to set right that failure and to ensure
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that international obligations towards the Jewish population of
Palestine are faithfully fulfilled.

The second point to which 1 would like ro invite attention
is the fact that in Palestine you are faced not merely with a large
and growing number of Jews, but with a distinct Jewish nation.
There are Jews and Jewish communities in many countries, but
in Palestine there is a new and unique phenomenon — a Jewish
nation, with all the auributes, characteristic resources and aspira-
tions of nationhood. This nationhood springs from a long history
and an uninterrupted connection for three thousand five hundred
years with its ancestral soil. Palestine, which for the Jewish people
has always been, and will always remain, the Land of Israel, was
in the course of centuries conquered and invaded by many alien
peoples, but none of them ever identified its national faith with
Palestine. The Jewish nation in Palestine is rooted not only in
past history but in the great living work of reconstruction and
rebuilding, both of the country and of the people. The growth of
this nation and its work of reconstruction must not and cannot be
arrested — and this for two reasons, One is the existence of large
numbers of homeless Jews for whom there is no other salvation
in the future except in their own national home. The second is
that more than two-thirds of the land in Palestine is still waste
land, uncultivated, unsettled and believed by the Arabs to be
uncultivable, The history of our settlement in the last seventy
years has shown that this land can be and is being cultivated by
us. This is not because we are more skilled or more capable than
others, but because this is the only soil in the world which we call
our own, We are not, like our Arab neighbours, in possession of
vast underpopulated rerritories like Irag, Syria, Arabia, etc, We
must therefore make use of every bit of free land in our country,
even desert land.

Another observation is this: We are told that the Arabs are
not responsible for the persecution of the Jews in Europe, nor is
it their obligation to relieve their plight. I wish to make it quite
clear that it never entered our minds to charge the Arabs with
solving the Jewish problem, or to ask Arab countries to accept
Jewish refugees. We are bringing our homeless and persecuted
Jews to our own country and sertling them in Jewish towns and
villages. There are Arab towns and villages in Palestine — Nablus,
Jenin, Ramleh, Zarnuga, Tarschicha. You will not find a single
Jewish refugee in any of them. The Jews who have returned to
their country are settled in Petach Tikva, Rishon Le Zion, Tel Aviv,
Haifa, Jerusalem, Degania, the Negeb, and other Jewish towns
and villages buile by us. The return of the Jews to their country
is a work of selfliberation and self-reconstruction which is con-
tributing to the reconstruction and liberation of the country
as a whole.

JEWISH-ARAB PARTNERSHIP

My fourth and last remark is this: We have no conflict with
the Arab people. On the contrary, it is our deep conviction that
historically .the interests and the aspirations of the Jewish and
Arab peoples are compatible and complementary. What we are

(Continued on page 84)
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TEST CASE FOR UNITED NATIONS

INTERNATIONAL JUSTICE « END OF JEWISH BONDAGE

T HE just solution of the
grave international problem of
Palestine will prove a blessing
not only to Palestine and to
all its inhabitants, to the Jew-
ish people, to the cause of
world peace; but it will also
enhance the moral authority
and prestige of the United
Nations, the great organisation
for world justice and peace upon
which so many high hopes of
mankind now rest. It is gratify-
ing that the Palestine problem
will now be reviewed by an in-
ternational body and that the
thought and conscience of man-
kind will now be brought to bear
on a situation which heretofore,
and for some years now, has been made extremely difficule by uni-
lateral action and by decisions made, presumably within the terms of
a mandatory trust, but actually without the sanction or supervision
of the internmational body which established thar trust and which
defined both its limits and its purposes, The administration of
Palestine has since the outbreak of the war been conducted by the
Mandatory Power as if it were vested with the sovereignty of
Palestine; whereas it has undertaken to administer that country,
of which it was not the sovereign, as a trustee for carrying our
the purposes of the Mandate, which clearly defined its rights and
obligations,

BASIC CONCEPTS

The problem of Palestine is of course of paramount importance
to the Jewish people and that fact, no doubt, motivated the General
Assembly of the United Nations to extend an invitation to the
Jewish Agency to present its views. We thank all those who so
warmly urged our admission for their goodwill and their gallant
action, The Jewish Agency is recognised in the Mandare for
Palesting as a public body authorised to speak and act on behalf of
the Jewish people in and out of Palestine in matters affecting the
establishment of the Jewish National Home, It is the only recognis-
ed public body in the Mandate, It is recognised as such, to quote
Article 4 of the Mandate, "for the purpose of advising and
cooperating with the administration of Palestine in such economic,
social and other matters as may affect the establishment of the
Jewish National Home and the interests of the Jewish population
in Palestine, and subject always to the control of the administration
to assist and take part in the development of the country”. Under
Article 6 the Jewish Agency is entitled further to cooperate with
the Administration in promoting “close settlement by the Jews on
the land”; and by Article 11 it is given a preferred status in respect
of the construction and operation of public works and the develop-
ment of the natural resources of the country.

The Jewish Agency therefore speaks not merely for
the organised Jewish community of Palestine, the democratically
elected National Council of Palestine Jews who are today the
pioneering vanguard in the building of the Jewish National Home;
it speaks for the Jewish people of the world who are devoted to
this historic ideal, for it was charged by the same Article 4 of the
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Mandate “to secure the cooperation of all Jews who are willing
to assist in the establishment of the Jewish National Home”.

In defining the terms of reference of the Committee of Inquiry
and in all their future investigations, the terms “the Jewish
people” and "the Jewish National Home” should be regarded as
key terms and basic concepts. They were the key terms and basic
mﬁcrprs of the Balfour Declaration and of the Mandate under
which Palestine is or should be administered today. To proceed
withour relation to them would be to detour into a political wilder-
ness so far as Palestine is concerned. To treat the Palestine problem
as if it were one of :111.‘n:]‘,' rccnn:ﬂing the differences between two
sections of the population presently inhabiting the country or of
finding a haven for a certain number of refugees and displaced
persons, would only contribute to confusion, The Balfour Declara-
tion which was issued by His Majesty’s Government as “a declara-
tion of sympathy with Jewish Zionist aspirations” declares: "His
Majesty’s Government view with favour the establishment in
Palestine of a national home for the Jewish people”. The Mandate,
in its preamble, recognises “the historical connection of the Jewish
people with Palestine” and "the grounds for reconstituting” —
I call attention to the word “reconstituting” — “their national
home in that country”. Those international commitments of a
quarter of a century ago which flowed from the recognition of
historic rights and present needs and upon which so much has
already been built in Palestine by the Jewish people, cannot now
be erased. You cannot turn back the hands of the clock of
Ellbn!r:ﬁ'.

Inited MNations guided by its great principle
proclaimed in its Charter “to establish conditions under which
justice and respecr for the obligations arising from treaties and
other sources of international law can be maintained” can never
sanction the violation of treaties and of international law. Having
this and similar situations in mind, a spccific provisiun was written
into the chapter of the Charter of the United Nations which deals
with territories which might become trusteeship territories and which
is therefore especially applicable to territories now under Mandate.
This is Article 80 of the Charter which reads: “Except as may
be agreed upon in individual trusteeship agreements made under
Article 77, 79 and 81 placing each territory under the trusteeship
system and untl such agreements have been concluded, nothing
in this Charter shall be construed in or of itself to alter in any
manner the rights whatsoever of any states or any peoples or the
terms of existing international instruments to which members of
the Uniced Nations may respectively be parties”, It is the
perspective of the U, N, Committee of Inquiry on the entire
problem which will prove decisive. It will give direction and will
greatly expedite its work, and its conclusions will prove of con-

structive significance if it will keep the proper perspective always
I view,

Certainly the

FUTURE OF NATIONAL HOME

A generation ago the international community of the world of
which the United Nations today is the political and spiritual heir
decreed that the Jewish people should be given the right long
denied and the opportunity to reconstitute their national home in
Palestine, Thar national home is still in the making. It has not
yet been fully established. No international community has
chu_Ilmgcd or even questioned that right, The Mandatory Power
which was entrusted with the obligation to safeguard the opportu-




nity for the continuous growth and development of the Jewish
national home has unfortunately in recent years grievously inter-
fered with and circumscribed it. That opportunity must now be
fully restored. When will the Jewish National Home be an
accomplished fact? The answer to that question may well be
given by the man who was Prime Minister of Great Britain at the
time when the Balfour Declaration was issued. I am quoting the
testimony of Mr, Lloyd George given before the Palestine Royal
Commission in 1937: "There could be no doubt as to what the
Cabinet then had in their minds. It was not their idea thar a
Jewish State should be set up immediately by the peace treaty.
On the other hand it was contemplated that when the time arrived
for according representative institutions to Palestine, if the Jews
had meanwhile responded to the opportunity afforded them and had
become a definite majority of the inhabitants, then Palestine would
thus become a Jewish Commonwealth. The notion that Jewish
immigration would have to be artificially restricted in order to
ensure that the Jews would be a permanent minority, never entered
into the head of anyone engaged in framing the policy. That would
have been regarded as unjust and as a fraud on the people to whom
we were appealing”, This same answer could also be given by
Mr. Winston Churchill who was an important member of the
Government which issued the Balfour Declaration; by General
Smuts who was a member of the Imperial War Cabinet at that
time, and who foretold an increasing stream of Jewish immigration
into Palestine and “in generations to come a great Jewish State
rising there once more”; by Lord Robert Cecil, and by many
others. American statesmen shared this view of the Jewish National
Home. Thus President Wilson on March 3, 1919, stated: "I am
persuaded that the allied nations with the fullest concurrence of
our own government and people are agreed that in Palestine
shall be laid the foundations of a Jewish commonwealth.” That the
Government of the United States does not now consider the Jewish
national home as already established is clearly stated in the letter
of President Truman to King Ibn Saud of Saudi Arabia dated
October 29, 1946. He wrote: "The Government and people of
the United States have given support to the concept of the Jewish
National Home in Palestine ever since the termination of the
first world war which resulted in the freeing of a large area of
the Near East, including Palestine, and the establishment of a
number of independent states which are now members of the
United Nations. The United States which contributed its blood
and resources to the winning of that war could not divest itself of
a certain responsibility for the manner in which the freed terri-
tories were disposed of or for the fate of the peoples liberated
at the time. It rook the position to which it still adheres that these
peoples should be prepared for self-government and also that a
national home for the Jewish people should be established in
Palestine”, "I am happy to note”, declared the President, “thac
most of the liberated peoples are now citizens of independent
countries. The Jewish national home, however, has not as yet been
fully developed”.

It should of course be clear that when we speak of a Jewish
state, we do not have in mind any racial state or any theocratic
state but one which will be based upon full equality and rights for
all inhabitants without distinction of religion or race and without
domination or subjugation. What we have in mind by the Jewish
state is most succinctly stated in a resolution adopted by the
British Labour Party in 1945 — now represented by the present
government of Great Britain which requested this special session
of the United MNations: “Here we halted half-way, irresolute
between conflicting policies. But. there is surely neither hope nor
meaning in a Jewish national home unless we are prepared to let
the Jews, if they wish, enter this tiny land in such numbers as to
become a majority. There was a strong case for this before the war,
and there is an irresistible case for it now”. When the U, N,
Committee of Inguiry will come to consider proposals for the
future government of Palestine this inescapable and irreducible
factor — the international obligation to ensure the continuous
development of the Jewish national home — should be kept
constantly in mind.

I believe that it would be extremely helpful to the Committee

. N. General Assembly an Palesting at Flushing Meadows
iU, N. Pholo)

of Inquiry if the mandatory government would present the account
of its stewardship of the Palestine mandate to it rather than wait
for the next assembly of United Nations. It would assise the
committee in thinking through the problem and in arriving at
helpful recommendations for the future government of Palestine,
It is illogical, I fear, to ask the Committee of Inquiry to consider
the future government of Palestine without first making a thorough
study of the present government to discover what was faulty in the
present administration, what neglect and what deviations occurred
to have brought about a condition so dangerous and explosive as to
necessitate the convoking of a special session of the United Mations
to deal with ic,

TESTIMONY OF ACHIEVEMENT

[ believe that the Committee of Inquiry should most certainly
visit Palestine, Written documents are important but infinitely more
instructive are the living documents, the wvisible testimony of
creative effort and achievement. In Palestine they will see what
the Jewish people inspired by the hope of reconstituting their
national home after the long weary centuries of their homelessness
and relying upon the honour and the pledged word of the World
Community has achieved in the few short years against great
odds and seemingly insurmountable handicaps. The task was
enormous — untrained hands, inadequate means, overwhelming
difficulties. The land was stripped and poor — neglected chrough
the centuries; and the period of building took place between two
disastrous world wars when European Jewry was shattered and
impoverished, Nevertheless the record of pioneering achievement
of the Jewish people in Palestine has received the acclaim of the
entire world. And what was built there with social vision
and high human idealism has proved a blessing, we believe,
not only to the Jews of Palestine but to the Arabs and other non.
Jewish communities as well,

That the return of the Jews to Palestine would prove of
benefit not only to themselves but also to their Arab neighbours
was envisaged by Emir Feisal who was the great leader of the
Arab peoples at the peace conference following the first world war.
On March 3, 1919, he wrote: “We Arabs look with the deepest
sympathy on the Zionist movement. Our deputation here in Paris
is fully acquainted with the proposals submitted yesterday by the
Zionist Organisation to the Peace Conference and we regard them
as moderate and proper. We will do our best insofar as we are
concerned to help them through, We will wish the Jews a most
hearty welcome home... I look forward, and my people with
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me look forward, to a future in which we will help you and you will
help us so that the countries in which we are mutually interested
may once again take their place in the community of civilised
peoples of the world.” We are confident that if allowed to develop
uninterruptedly the standards of life which have been developed in
Palestine, the concepts of social justice and the modern scientific
methods will serve as a grear stimulus to the rebirth and progress
of the entire Near East with which Palestine and the destinies of
the Jewish national home are naturally bound up. The Committee
of Inquiry should also consider the potentialities of the country
which, properly developed, can, according to the expert testimony
of those most qualified to speak on the subject, sustain a population
much greater than the present one. Many important projects which
will result in great economic and social improvement not alone
in Palestine but in all neighbouring countries are awaiting develop-
ment pending a satisfactory political solution.

CAUSES OF UNREST

The Committee of Inquiry should, while in Palestine, also
L"ﬂk mnto Tl:'l':' Tl":l[. [i:ll: 'Fl]nt[ﬂfnfﬁl‘.‘l!. CAUSCS I-"f rEl:L"I [r,‘lglc unrest ﬂl‘ld
violence which today mar the life of the Holy Land to which
our Jewish pioneers came not with weapons but with tools, They
will inquire, I am sure, why a peace-loving community whose sole
interest was in building a peaceful home and future for them-
sclves and their children is being driven to the pitch of resentment
and tension lamentably driving some of its members to actions
which we all deplore. They will ask themselves, I am sure, why
shiploads of helpless Jewish refugees, — men, women and children,
who have been through all the hells of Nazi Europe — are being
driven away from the shores of the Jewish national home by a
mandatory government which assumed as its prime obligation to
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facilitate Jewish immigration into that country. They will also
investigate, | hope, how the Mandatory Government is carrying out
another of its obligations which is to encourage close settlement of
the Jews on the land; when in actual practice it is today severely
restricting free Jewish settlement to an area less than six percent of
that tiny country and is enforcing today in the Jewish national
home discriminatory racial laws which the Mandate as well as the
Charter of the U. N. severely condemn. By way of digression let it
be said that we are not engaged nor shall we be engaged in any
criticism or condemnation of the people of Great Britain. We
have no quarrel with them, On the contrary, we have the
highest regard and admiration for that people and for its
monumental contributions to democratic civilization; and we
shall never forget that it was the United Kingdom which first
among the nations gave recognition to the national aspirations of
the Jewish people. It is only a wrong and unjustifiable policy which
contradicts and tends ro defeat the far-visioned British statesman-
ship of earlier years which we condemn.

We hope most earnestly that the Committee of Inquiry will
also visit the displaced persons camps in Europe and see with their
own eyes the appalling human tragedy which mankind is per-
mitted to continue unabated two years after the close of a war
i which the Jewish people was the greatest sufferer. While
committees of investigation and study are reporting on their sad
phght, and while intergovernmental discussions and negotiations
are going on, these war-ravaged men and women are languishing
n their misery still waiting for salvation. They ask for the
bread of escape and hope; they are given the stone of inquiries and
mnvestigations, Their morale is slumping terribly,. A spiritual
deterioration, I am afraid, is setting in among them. It is only the
hope that tomotrow — perhaps tomorrow — redemption may come
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that keeps their spirits from breaking utterly, Most of them are
desperately eager to go to the Jewish national home, I hope thar
the conscience of mankind speaking through U. N. and through
its Committee of Inquiry will make it possible for those weary men and
women to find peace at last and healing in the land of their fondest
hope and thae their liberation will not be delayed until the report
of the Committee is finally made and the action of the Assembly
is finally taken, but that pending ultimate decisions and implement-
ations these unfortunate people will be permitted forthwith to
migrate in substantial numbers to Palestine, There is a desperate
urgency about this tragic human problem which brooks no delay.
An immediate relaxation of the restrictive measures on immigration
into Palestine and a return to the status which prevailed before the
White Paper policy of 1939 was imposed, will not only be a boon
to these suffering human beings but will greatly relieve the present
menacing tensions in Palestine, will wash out much of the bitterness
and will enable the deliberations of the Committee of Inquiry and of
the next Assembly to be carried on in a calmer spirit, in an
atmosphere of moderation and good will. We are all eager for
peace. We must all make a contribution to achieve it. But the
decisive contribution can only be made by the Mandatory Govern-
ment.

The Jewish people places great hope upon the outcome of the
deliberations of the United Nations, It has faith in its collective

sense of justice and fairness and in the high ideals which inspire it,
We are an ancient people and though we have often on the long,
hard road which we have travelled been disillusioned we have never
been disheartened. We have never lost faith in the sovereignty
and the ultimate triumph of great moral principles.

VICTORY OF TRUTH

In these last tragic years when the whole household of Israel
became one great hostelry of pain we could not have buile what
we did build had we not prr&trvtd our unshakeable trust in the
victory of truth, It is in that strong faith and hope that we wish
to cooperate in this task which the U. N, have undertaken,

We belong in this society of nations, Surely the Jewish people
is no less deserving than other peoples whose national freedom and
independence have been established and whose representatives are
now seated here. The Jewish people were your allies in the war and
joined their sacrifices to yours to achieve a common victory. The
representative of the Jewish people of Palestine should sit in your
midst — the representatives of the people and of the land which
gave to mankind spiritual and ethical values inspiring human person.
alities and sacred texts which are your treasured possessions. We
hope that that people now rebuilding again its national life in its
ancient homeland will be welcomed before long to this noble

fellowship of the United Nations,

SUBSCRIBE

AND MIDDLE EAST®

TO “PALESTINE
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THE RIGHT TO HOME AND FREEDOM

CRUX OF PALESTINE ISSUE e REPLIES TO U. N. QUERIES

T O treat the issue of Pa-
lestine in isolation from the
immigration issue would make
as much sense as to study the
beating of a heart in disregard
of blood circulation, A solution
for the problem of Palestine
which would ignore the Jewish
claim and the need for im-
migration would solve nothing.
Whoever undertoock to im-
plement such a solution would
be driven back by the sheer
impact of reality to face the
problem of immigration, This
is the crux of the Palestine
problem.

T To begin with, one basic point

must be made clear. If it is

granted that the Jewish people are in Palestine as of right, then
all the implications and corollaries of that premise must be accepted.
The foremost is that Jews must be allowed to resettle in Palestine
in unlimited numbers, provided only they do mnot displace or
worsen the lot of the existing inhabirants who are also there as
of right. If that basic premise is not granted, then there is very little
to discuss, It may sound quite plausible to argue that if the right
of the Jews to return to Palestine is admitted on the grounds of
ancient history, then the whole map of the world would have to
be re-made and chaos would ensue, Bur does the question really
arise? Do the descendants of the Romans, for example, claim
entry into England? Do they need England? Does their future,
their very existence, depend on settling there? Or do the Arabs, for
that matter, press to return to Andalusia in Spain? Is it a mateer
of life and death for them? The analogy is fallacious and
misleading. The great historic phenomenon of the Jewish return to

Trophy of Royal Navy: Seized Immigrant Ship, with inseription “The
Germans destroyed our families and homes. Don't vou destroy our hopes'.
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Palestine is unique because the position of the Jewish people as
a homeless people, and yet attached with an unbreakable tenacity
to its birthplace is unique, It is that phenomenon that has made the
problem of Palestine an issue in international affairs, and no similar
issue has ever arisen.

Were it not for the presence in Palestine today of over
600,000 Jews who refuse to be lefr in the minority position under
Arab domination; were it not for the urge to settle in Palestine,
of hundreds of thousands of homeless and uprooted Jews in
Europe, in the Orient, and elsewhere; were it not for the hopes and
efforts of millions of Jews throughout the world to re-establish
their national home and build it up into a Jewish state, then the
United Nations would not be faced with the problem of Palestine
as it is now, The problem is real and pressing. It cannot be made
to disappear by conjuring up non-existent difficulties alleged to be
involved in its solution.

RETURNING SONS

The question has been asked by the distinguished represent-
ative from India as to how many Jews from outside there were in
Palestine at certain dates — the operating words being "from
outside.” In round figures the Jewish population at various times
was 50,000 in 1goQ, 165,000 in 1930, 475,000 in 1939. Now it is
about 630,000, Incidentally, there are more Jews in Palestine today
than there were Arabs at the end of the first World War. Bur as
to “Jews from outside”, I cannot say. In a way, they are all from
outside; they are practically all immigrants. There was but a tiny
Jewish community in Palestine prior to 1880, In the early 1880’
the return started, almost simultaneously from Russia and Rumania,
from Morocco and Southern Arabia, and since then it has been
practically continuous. It started because the Jews had always
believed it to be their inalienable right to resettle Palestine. That
right was subsequently internationally recognised and enshrined
in the mandate. But quite apart from the mandate, nothing will
eradicate, from the hearts of Jews, the conviction that it is their
right to return. So in that deeper sense, they are not from outside
at all but sons of the country.

The Arab spokesmen make much of the fact that Palestine
has already taken in so many immigrants, These immigrants, they
say, were received by the Arabs. But we cannot concede them that
credit, Conversely, they say that the Jews have settled in Palestine
at the expense of the Arabs. That debit item, too, we cannot
admit. There has been no receiving of Jewish immigrants by
Arabs nor any settlement of Jews at the expense of the Arabs.
The Jews did not come as guests of anyone. They came in their
own right. They received themselves and their brothers; and they
did so by their own efforts and at the expense of no one else.
Every acre of land we tilled was bought and had to be wrested
from wilderness and desolation. Nothing was taken away — not
one house, not one job, A tremendous amount of work, wealth and
well-being was presented to the Arab population.

SCOURGE OF DISPERSION

The honourable representative from India also asked whether
since the Hitler regime had been crushed, the Jewish displaced
persons would not be better advised to stay in Germany. Three-
quarters of that Jewry — 6,000,000 people — are no more. But let
us go back into ¢he past, Jews had lived in Spain for a whole
millennium when, in 1492, they were despoiled and expelled, and
only those who gave up their Jewish identity and became




Christians were allowed to remain, Jews have lived in Poland since
the eleventh or twelfth century, but in the seventeenth they were
the victims of ferocious massacres. Then there were pogroms under
the Russian Czars in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries; and
in the last war came the final catastrophe. Nearly all of Polish
Jewry — 3,000,000 men, women, and children — were wiped out
by the MNazis, In Germany, the beginnings of Jewish settlement
are traced back to the fourth century. But just six centuries ago,
most of the Jews in Germany were destroved in a wave of frenzied
persecution which swept Europe. Then, by the twentieth century,
German Jews had reached the pinnacle of emancipation and were
largely assimilated. Yer they were hurled down into the abyss of
degradation and death. Even converts to Christianity were not
spared. It is true that Hitler is gone now, but not anti-Semitism.
He was the product, not the source of German Jew-hatred. Anti-
Semitism in Germany and in many other parts of Europe is as rife
as ever and potentially militant and fierce. Some Governments
tried their best to keep it down, bur they have a very hard job in
doing so, The honourable representative of India has also asked
whether the Jewish displaced persons would be assimilable in Palestine.
The answer is yes. They would be perfectly assimilable in the Jewish
community there — the one Jewish community in the world with
a self-contained economic system and an independent cultural life
which is eager and able to receive and absorh them, He asked
whether they would not be better assimilable in Germany, The
answer is no. You cannot settle in a graveyard, nor can you build
a dwelling out of heaps of rubble.

Actually, most of the Jewish displaced persons are not from
Germany itself, but from other countries, They are today in
camps, or they otherwise continue as refugees because they cannot
be resettled in Europe. They have now waited for two years, and
in all this time no one has come forward with a solution ro their
problem. The clear recommendations of the Anglo-American
Committee have remained on paper and, to them, they have proved
a mockery. No one has offered an alternative to Palestine. Burt
even if there were an alternative, they refuse to be treated as
mere chattels, They appeal to the world to realise that they form
part of a people which has a national will of its own, They want
to go to the only country where they will feel at home, both in-
dividually and collectively. Their problem is inseparable from the
problem of Palestine, It is the problem of Palestine.

The honourable representative of the Union of South Africa
asked whether we wanted the question of the DP's in Europe
examined solely in connection with Palestine, or in its general
aspect. Our answer is that we believe that only in Palestine can
the problem of these people be permanently and constructively
solved, for only there can their lives be rebuilt on secure foundations
and their homes become part of the home of the entire people.

The immigration issue is not confined to that of the Jewish
displaced persons and unsettled refugees in Europe. Various
Jewish communities in Europe are involved, as well as the Jews
of the Arab and Oriental countries, With regard to these, members
of the United Nations have heard idyllic accounts of the conditions
of complete equality and true brotherhood under which they live.
The Jewish Agency is naturally very intimately acquainted with
the position, and the picture as we know it is totally different.
In most of these countries Jews are treated as second or third-rate
citizens. They live in perpetual fear of eruptions of fierce fanaticism,
of which there have been tragic examples both in recent years and
in the more remote past. Their lot ranges from precarious suffer-
ance to active persecution, All formal statements under duress
notwithstanding, their hopes and dreams are centered on Zion, and
their youth has no other idea but to join its builders. We very
strongly urge that the position of these communities should form
part of the Inquiry Committee’s investigations. Butr the most
urgent problem is, of course, that of the displaced persons in
Europe who are now on the brink of despair.

ROOTS OF TERRORISM

The present political crisis in Palestine is nothing but a clash
between the dire needs of Jewish immigration and the current anti-
immigration policy of the mandatory power, We were asked by

the representative of India why public servants of the British Go-
vernment in Palestine are today the victims of terrorist acrivity.
The answer is because the White Paper of 1939 is stll in force.
Terrorism is a pernicious outgrowth of a disastrous policy. The
Jewish Agency has unreservedly condemned terrorist bloodshed,
and in that attitude it is supported by the large majority of the
organised Jewish community, Its harm to the Jews and to the
Jewish future is far graver than to the Government and people of
the United Kingdom. But Jewish efforts to resist and check terro-
rism are continually frustrated because Government action, in
pursuance of the White Paper, adds fuel to the fire. Our efforts
will continue, but the representative of India will no doubr agree
that Palestine is not the only country which has been afflicted
with this most hateful disease.

Another question was why, in contradiction to the Emir
Feisal's (Arab leader ar 1919 Peace Conference) attitude, the
Palestine Arabs were now opposed to Jewish immigration. This

int has been fully covered in the statement of the Palestine-
Arab case. All I would add is that the uncompromising opposition
to immigration now voiced does not invalidate the broader con-
ception and bolder vision expressed in the Feisal-Weizmann agree-
ment, which indicated a way of harmonizing Jewish and Arab
aspirations within a wider framework, fully taking into account
the independence then promised and now achieved by the Arabs
in vast territories. While 1 am on the point of promises, I should
like to recall that Sir Henry McMahon (British High Commi-
ssioner in Egypt during World War 1) himself stated that Palestine
was never included in the promises made by him to the Arabs,
and that this was well understood at the time by the late King
Hussein (King Hussein of Hedjaz, Sherif of Mecca in 1915).
It will also be recalled that Trans-Jordan, which was originally
included in the Balfour Declaration, is roday an Arab state.

HOME AND STATE

Finally, the distinguished representative of India asked whether
we recognized the distinction between a Jewish state and a Jewish
national home. The answer is that we do, but perhaps not quite
in the sense in which the question was meant, The establishment
of the J{-wish national home is a process, The setting up of a
Jewish State is its consummation. That such consummation had
been intended by the authors of the Jewish national home policy
and that a way was definitely lefe open for its achievement was
conclusively proved by the Palestine Royal Commission. The paint
was fully understood by those responsible for the 1944 Statement
on Palestine of the British Labour Party Executive. The Indian

“q war belween Gentiles and Jewry"” — BRevin. Military Deportation
Party on board captured Refugee Ship In Haifa
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representative drew attention to the use in that statement of the
term, “Jewish national home” and not "Jewich state”. Bur may
I recall the words of Mr. Hugh Dalton, the present Chancellor
of the Exchequer, when reporting on that statement of the Executive
to the Labour Party Conference. He urged common support, in
consultation with the United States and Soviet Governments
“for a policy which will give us a happy, free, and prosperous
Jewish state in Palestine.”” That was only two years ago.

The matter has a most vital bearing on the question of
Palestine’s independence. Unlike other mandates of Category A,
the declared object of which was to prepare the country for in-
dependence, the Palestine mandate has no such clause. Its primary
purpose, in the words of the Royal Commission, is the establishment
of the Jewish national home, But, of course, the ultimate goal
must be independence and the mandate must be terminated. So
if, upon the termination of the Palestine mandate, its original
purpose is to be fulfilled, if the future of the Jewish national home
i5 to be permanently secured, if the national interest of the Jewish
people is to be harmonized with other interests and not sacrificed
for their sake, then a Jewish State must come into being. A home,
in the words of a British statesman, in the debate on the White
Paper for Palestine, is a place to which one is always free to come
back. How is the national home to fulfill its primary functions
of being open to Jews in need of it, if it is to remain forever
subjected to non-Jewish sovereignty? An Arab minority in a
Jewish state will be secure, if for no other reason, because the state
will forever remain surrounded by Arab countries with which it
will be most vitally interested to be at peace; also because there
will always be Jewish minorities in other lands, Bur a Jewish
minority in an Arab state will have no such security at all. It will

be at the mercy of the Arab majority, which would be free from
all restraints.

The question of relationship of a Jewish state with the Arab
people and of Jews living together with the Arabs is, of course,
the dominant question of the future. The distinguished represent-
ative of Poland has asked whether there have been attempts at
collaboration between Jews and Arabs. The answer is, yes, there
have been, on both sides. Arabs and Jews have cooperated and are
cooperating successfully in the wide and varied fields of municipal,
commercial and labour affairs. Arabic is taught in all Jewish second-
ary schools and a large number of primary schools. The Jewish
Agency is particularly active in spreading knowledge of Arabic in
the Jewish settlements and promoting friendly relations between
them and their Arab neighbours. From personal observation and
direct experience accumulated over a pl'.'l'"lﬂd of forry-one yurs’
residence in Palesting, I can affirm that there is nothing inherent
in the nature of cither the native Arab or the immigrant Jew
which prevents friendly cooperation. On the contrary, considering
the admittedly great difference of background, they mix remark-
ably well. By mixing I do not mean assimilation, for the Jew does
not come to Palestine to assimilate to the Arab, but to develop
his own distinctive individuality. Nor does he expect the Arab to
assimilate to himself. What I mean is cooperation between a self-
respecting Jew and a self-respecting Arab, and between the two
communities, Today the issue is overshadowed and practical coo-
peration is hampered by the political conflict over the country's
future. The present official leaders of the Arab states, having
achieved practically all they wanted with so little sacrifice, refuse to
admit the legitimacy of the national aspirations of another people.
At the head of the Arab Higher Committee of Palestine stands
a man, who, apart from other well-known aspects of his activity,
was directly involved during the war in the Nazi policy of extermi-
nation of the European Jews.

GOOD NEIGHBOURS

Nevertheless, the Jews do not lose heart. They come to
Palestine not to fight the Arab world, but to live at peace with it.
They are not an outpost of any foreign domination. Their ambition
is to integrate themselves into the modern structure of reviving
Asia. They are an old Asiatic people returning to their home. At
the same time, they are anxious to make their contribution to the
great work of bridge-building between modern Asia and the rest
of the world, Their intense experience in development within the
narrow confines of Palestine is yielding results which may be of
value to all who are interested in social and economic progress in
the Middle East and beyond. But their true partnership with their
neighbours can only be based upon equality of status and mutual
respect. The Jews claim what is the natural righe to any people on
the face of the earth — that as many of them as possible should
live together in their own country, freely develop their civilisation,
make their contribution to the common stock of humanity, and
be self-governing and independent, They cannot possibly surrender
that claim, and for its attainment they appeal for the assistance
of the entire family of nations,

ESSENCE OF THE PALESTINE PROBLEM

{(Conlinved from page 77)

doing in our country, in Palestine, is reclaiming the land, increasing
the yield of the soil, developing modern agriculture and industry,
science and art, raising the dignity of labour, ensuring women's
status of equality, increasing man’s mastery over nature, and
working out a new civilisation based on human equality, freedom
and cooperation in a world which we believe is as necessary and
beneficial for our Arab neighbours as for ourselves.

Jewish-Arab parmership, based on equality and mutual
assistance, will help to bring about the regeneration of the entire

84

Middle East. We Jews understand and deeply sympathize with
the urge of the Arab people for-unity, independence and progress,
and our Arab neighbours, I hope, will realize that Jews in their
own historic homeland, can under no conditions be made to remain
a subordinate, dependent minority, as they are in all other countries
in the Diaspora. The Jewish nation in its own country must become
a free and independent state, with membership in the United
Nations. It is eager to cooperate with its free Arab neighbours to
promote economic development, social progress, and real independ-
ence of all the Semitic countries in the Middle East. I most earn-
estly suggest that a real, just and lasting solution of the problem
is a Jewish State and a Jewish-Arab alliance.
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U. N. Impressions

REPORT FROM FLUSHING MEADOWS

CLOSE-UP OF U. N. o

D ELEGATES and pressmen making
their way to the United Nations building in
Flushing Meadows saw the American
countryside looking its best, Summer is in
the air and the trees are clouds of pink
and white blossom. This burgeoning of
nature has always been linked by the poets
and the optimists with a renewed belief in
mankind. But it is symptomatic that the
winds of spring are carefully kept at bay
in the United Nations headquarters, where
the Assembly meets in a man-made atmos-
phere of air conditioning and artificial
lighting.

The victory of technical achieve-
ments over nature may be taken to symbol-
ise the underlying battle fought out at
Flushing Meadows, where power politics
and the stench of oil, amid which one can
perceive the acrid smell of far-off gun-
powder, suffocate the still small voice of
human conscience.

Looking back over the three long weeks
of endless debate and bickering, however,
the Jewish observer may derive a certain
feeling of relief, After the firse few days
of bitter disappointment, when the re-
presentatives of the five Arab States had
the freedom of the floor with no one
to gainsay their statements or to state the
Jewish case, the Assembly began to regain
its sense of equilibrium and finally its
decision was more favourable than had at
first been thought possible, The Jewish
Agency was formally recognised and the
important precedent set of non-govern-
mental bodies being allowed to participate
in the United Nations proceedings. The
Arab resolution calling for the termination
of the Mandate and the immediate in-
dependence of Palestine was defeated. And
almost at the end of the session, Soviet
Russia electrified the world with what may
be called the “Gromyko Declaration.”

The United Nations Organisation con-
sists nominally of 55 member-states, buc it
speaks with two major voices — that of
the Anglo-Saxon powers and that of Russia,
The smaller nations generally move within
the orbits of England, America or the
Soviet Union, It was, perhaps, not alto-
gether a coincidence that as my train pulled
in to the Station, the guard should have

shoured: "United Mations, watch your
step!” For it scemed to me later that most
of the delegates were occupied chiefly in
watching not only their own steps but those
also of their neighbours and even more of
the three Great Powers. There were, it is
true, several occasions during those three
weeks when some of the smaller countries
broke out of step, bur in the end the field
will be found to contain only the three great
protagonists of the world drama, Notable
among the side-steppers was the Indian
delegate who took every opportunity of
“needling” Great Britain and kept the press
gallery in a subdued guffaw. Darting
through the discussions like a mosquito, the
Indian representative dealt such pricks as
declaring that his government condoled
with England on the difficulties of her
“untenable” position in Palestine,

The climate of the United Nations
gathering was one of continual change,
The weather vane veered continuously

Enirance fo U. N. Assembly Hall ai Flushing Meadows

HIGHLIGHTS OF ASSEMBLY
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with the wind of opmion, each breeze
bl't“"l:['rl I hl.!‘ fﬂ.fdl “.EI Fa rtiu.‘r. con L'I._‘r“{"d
switching it abruptly,. No one could
foretell from one hour to the next
how things were going to shape, and the un-
happy newspaperman had to be on the spot
the whole time in order not to miss the
rising storm or the prospect of fair weather.
Thus, for instance, the Arabs had had a
field day at the opening session. But they
began to lose ground as they overplayed
their hand. Not even the most prejudiced
among the delegates could stomach their
arrogance and their continual contempe for
the Chair eventually aroused the anger of
the usually suave chairman, Senor QOswaldo
Aranha. Later, they began to make a come-
back and reached a new peak when the
Arab Higher Committee withdrew its
nll‘!‘ll‘fﬂ:i-ﬂ” o ﬂF‘P‘.'ﬂr I"‘."{”rl' tIl[‘ ﬁi:‘:“l“bf‘f.
This show of injured pride quickly brought
the United Nations to their knees and the
Palestine Arabs were soon being besought
to reconsider their refusal to appear and
Were I"i.l'l.ﬂ”'r ﬂh‘{-”rl‘d llf l'."ill.l.'l! rrpr[‘“‘nl‘ﬂtiﬂn
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Mr. David Ben-Gurion conferring wiih the Indian delegate, Mr. Asafl Ali, al Flushing

with the Jewish Agency. Flushed with their
victory, the Palestine Arabs eventually made
their major mistake. Touched on the raw
by references to the head of the Higher
Committee (made in the main by the Polish
delegate and ro a much lesser extent by the
spokesmen of the Jewish Agency as well as
by the memorandum submitted by the
MNation Associates), Emile Ghory lost his
temper. He made his by now notorious
comment on the crucifixion and thus put
himself outside the pale of modern civil-
ised society. From that moment the Arab

stock began to drop.

This episode was one of the three dramar-
ic moments of the United Nations session,
galvanising the Assembly as it did with a
rude shock, The other two highlights were
of greater significance. The first was the
appearance of the Jewish Agency delegation
and the deep impression created by Dr, Abba
Hillel Silver, Mr. David Ben Gurion and
Mr. Moshe Shertok as they made their
statements on behalf of the Jewish people.
The entire gathering seemed to realise that
it was an historic occasion. The second
dramatic episode was when Mr. Gromyko

stated the Soviet Government’s attitude to
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the Palestine problem, He spoke in the
Assembly Hall at Flushing, where there
are no arrangements for simultaneous trans-
lation. As a result, the press gallery was
almost empty for the reporters not knowing
Russian had made for the bar to pass the
time until the English translation should
be forthcoming, For those who knew Rus-
sian, it was a “scoop” and there was a sud-
den flurry as people came hurrying back
into the hall when it was known that Gro-
"ka_-. was making an historic spﬁ'ch. As the
French interpreter stepped up to the
rostrum and began his translation, one could
feel the angry disappointment of the Arab
delegates, the almost painful though highly
controlled attention of the British repre-
sentatives. Whatever may have been the
motives behind the Russian statement there
was no doubt as to the dramatic atmosphere
it created.

Now the stage is being laid for the next
act, but we shall have to wait for the de-
nouement until September. The technical
arrangements made for the convening of
the family of nations were admirable. The
Assembly met in an excellently lighted hall,
where the acoustics were as good as are
humanly possible. The proceedings were
broadcast and rtelevised. Speeches were
translated almost miraculously and simult-
aneously into a number of languages by
a system prepared, ironically enough, for
the Nuremberg Trials. If mankind could
achieve the same levels in matters of conduct
and conscience as have been reached in the
technical field, there might be hope for the
world and recompense for the Jewish

people,
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U. N. ASSEMBLY AS SEEN FROM JERUSALEM
FROM CYNICISM TO HOPE « JEWISH AND ARAB REACTIONS

THE proceedings of the U. N, As.
sembly’s special session were followed in
Palestine with the closest attention, Every
newspaper, Jewish and Arab, carried long
reports from Flushing Meadows and Lake
Success. Many people who owned sufficient-
ly powerful wireless sets made a daily practice
of listening in to the speeches, which were
broadcast direct from America. The Palestine
Broadcasting Service did its share by devot-
ing a great deal of time in its news bulletins
to what the delegates of the U. N. were
saying and doing. This excellent all-round
coverage reflected the interest shown by all
the inhabitants of Palestine in these lengthy
discussions which were likely to affect their
future for many years to come.

Before the special session started, the
public was perhaps inclined to be pessimistic,
if mot a little cynical, about these debates
and their outcome, The prospect of yet
another commission aroused no great enthu-
siasm. There had already been seventeen
or eighteen commissions — no one seemed
certain of the exact number — and it was
thought hardly likely that a nineteenth
would make much difference. The fact that
the U, N. meeting coincided with the first
anniversary of the publication, and the al-
most simultaneous rejection, of the Anglo-
American Committee’s repore was not lost
on the politically conscious. Leading ar-
ticles in all the newspapers brought it to
the notice of the public ar large, and con-
tributed not a little to the widespread feel-
ing of despondency. As the session got un-
der way, however, the public mood under-
went a noticeable change, It was seen that
the delegates were in earnest, that they
were genuinely seeking a solution, and
that they were determined to do justice to
all sides,

In particular, the attitude of the smaller
nations was widely appreciated. They seem-
ed to have made up their minds that Pa-
lestine should not become, or remain, the
plaything of power politics. Perhaps they
felt a natural sympathy with the Jews and
Arabs, both of them small nations like them-
selves. Whatever the reason, their represen-
tatives talked sense and kept their feet
planted firmly on the ground. Everyone
spoke well of the chairmanship of Dr.
Aranha and Mr, Pearson, A new sense of
confidence quickly made itself felt in Pa-
lestine, particularly in Jewish circles. The
Jews were satisfied, on the whole, that the
international aspects of the Palestine pro-

BY

blem were once again to the fore, They
fele they had nothing to lose by public dis-
cussion of their case, and they had only one
fear — that pressure might be broughe to
bear on the fact-finding commission not to
visit Palestine. Some hints had apparently
been dropped to this effect, and such a
move would have been interpreted as a
manoeuvre to prevent the commission from
seeing Jewish achievements in Palestine for
themselves. Happily, subsequent events
proved this fear to have been unfounded, and
the members of the commission are to have
the opportunity of seeing everything they
want.

The attitude adopted by the Arab Scates
at the special session was disconcerting,
though it cannot have come wholly as a
surprise. Even Arabs were shocked at the
things their spokesmen said and at their
tactical blunders. The Arab newspaper
“Ash-Shaab”, for instance, asked: “Was it
advisable to say in front of an international
body that we hate the Jews because they are
Jews?” There was, generally, a good deal
of disagreement and heresy-hunting in the
Arab camp, Observers could not help notic-
ing the contradictory statements made by
Arab delegates. The representative of Le-
banon said in the course of the discussion
that “the only valid, legal, international
instrument or framework under which Pa-
lestine is at present governed and administ-
ered is definitely that of the Mandate of
the League of Nations.” The Iragi delegate,
however, said: "I want it to be thoroughly
understood that the Mandare is illegal; the
Mandate has never gained a legal found-
ation”, What were the Arabs of Palestine
to make of things if Arab spokesmen at the
United Nations flatly contradicted one
another in this way? This confusion and
dissatisfaction found ample expression in
Arab newspaper comment, which in one or
two cases at least went so far as to question
the right of the Arab Higher Executive to
speak in the name of the Palestine Arabs.
Mr. Henry Cattan’s speech, however, met
with general approval; he spoke with more
restraint, and with greater regard for rele-
vance, than most of the other Arab dele-
gates, The general conclusion seemed to be
that of one Arab newspaper which said:
"We must select very carefully the people
who are to defend us”,

Jewish circles were satisfied, on the whole,
with the hearing which had been given to
the Jewish Agency and with the manner in
which the Agency’s representatives had put

WALTER EYTAN

their case. Full representation on the
Assembly itself would of course have been
preferred, bur as this proved to be impossible
it was felt that appearance before the Po-
litical Committee served essentially the
same purpose. The opportunity which the
United Nations gave o both the Jews
and the Arabs of Palestine to state their
views, even though they did not represent
sovereign states, was particularly appreciat-
ed in Jewish circles. It was taken as a sign
that the United Nations proposed to deal
fairly with the two parties whose future
would be most profoundly affected by
their decision, in spite of their inability to
claim the formal attributes of statehood.
The prestige of the Jewish Agency, as the

y internationally recognised to speak on
behalf of the Jewish people in matters
affecting  Palestine, was undoubtedly
strengthened both by the part it took in
the proceedings of the Political Committee
and by the tone and content of the

speeches its representatives made.

It was thought unlikely that any of the
Great Powers would take a definite stand at
this preliminary stage. Grear Britain had
declared her intention of doing no more
than submit the problem to the United
Nations, without any kind of recommenda-
tion or suggested solution. Her motives were
obscure, but the move seemed ractically
intelligible, It was felt, however, that Great
Britain’s position was weakened by her
declaration that she did not feel bound to
accept the United Nations' decision, This
had been stated by the First Lord of the
Admiralty in the House of Lords and was
expounded at greater length, though not
very convincingly, by Sir Alexander Cado-
gan at the United Nations meeting. It was
repeated explicitly by Mr, Bevin himself ac
the Labour Party’s Conference at Margate
on May 29th. Public opinion in Palestine,
and not among Jews alone, held that if
Britain was sincere in handing over to the
United Nations a problem which she was
unwilling or unable to solve on her own,
she could not morally do other than abide
by the United Nations' decision. To the
people of Palestine, accustomed to daily
displays of British armed might, the spec-
tacle of Great Britain on the defensive at
Lake Success had about it an element of
the grotesque, It appears to be generally be-
lieved in this country that the settlement
of the Palestine question which Great Britain
favours is a continuation of the Palestine
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mandate, in the form of a trusteeship, shorn
of the clauses which provide for the est-
ablishment of a Jewish National Home.
Certain Arab quarters ascribe to Great
Britain motives and intentions which are
even more sinister than this. It is doubtful
whether more than one man in a hundred
believes that Great Britain proposes to re-
linquish her control over Palestine, and Mr,
Bevin's references to the Middle East in
the last foreign affairs debate in the House
of Commons and at the Margate Confer-
ence have done nothing to shake this
generally held view, The main question, as
seen by those who consider themselves real-
ists, is how Great Britain’s continued in-
terest in Palestine can be reconciled with
Jewish and Arab aspirations. The Pdlestine
Post, on the day the Assembly’s special
session began, offered a solution in three
succinct sentences: “No scheme for the
future of Palestine stands any chance of
general acceptance that does not make
allowance for the reasonable satisfaction of
both Jewish and Arab claims. It is only
under such a scheme that Great Britain is
likely to find satisfaction for her own le-
gitimate claims. No plan has ever been pro-
pounded that will do justice to all three
parties in an undivided Palestine”. This is
putting the case for partition in a nutshell,
and it is probable that there is greater sup-
port for such a policy in Palestine to-day
than for any other suggested solution,
The attitude of the United States at
Lake Success and Flushing Meadows came
in for a good deal of criticism from both
Jews and Arabs. Initial American opposition
to Jewish representation at the Assembly
made a painful impression in Jewish quart-
ers, and was not wholly made good by
America's insistence, at a later stage of the
proceedings, that no “independence” clause
be included in the commission’s terms of
reference. Arab circles, of course, unanim-
ously attacked the United States’ arttitude
as "pro-Zionist”, and oddly enough it still
seems to be generally believed by Arabs
that appeasement of her Jewish electorate
is the only factor that weighs with America
in deciding her Palestine policy. During the
sittings of the U, N, Assembly it was clear,
however, to all dispassionate observers that
the United States were steering a careful
middle course and were anxious not to
commit themselves to anything or anyone.
However disappointing this may be to those
who believed that successive Presidents’
messages to Zionist conventions were a sure
pointer to American policy, it is a political

fact that is being increasingly realised and

taken into account.

The sensation of the Assembly’s special
session was the closing speech of M. Gro-
myko, the Soviet delegate. Russia had for
years been very careful not to commit her-
self on the Palestine issue, and little was
known of her views on the subject apart
from what could be gleaned from occasion-
al articles in New Times and other period-
icals, Her general view seemed to be that
the people of Palestine must cast off the
yoke of colonial servitude, but who exactly
the “people of Palestine” were, and what
they were to do after shaking off the
shackles, was never made very clear. Com-
munist parties all over the world, relying
upon their recollection of Russian state-
ments in the past, agreed that Zionism was
a tool of British imperialism; and it was
understood that Zionism and the Hebrew
language were proscribed throughout the
Soviet Union. And now M. Gromyko rose
to his feet and made a speech that sounded,
in parts, very much like a Zionist speech.
He conceded the right of the Jews w a
home of their own, and declared thar his
Government wished to see the establish-
ment of an agreed Arab-Jewish State or,
if this proved impossible, of separate Jewish
and Arab States in Palestine, This declara-
tion was welcomed in almost all Jewish
circles, and Arab opposition was neither as
loud nor as pointed as one might have
expected, The general feeling seemed to be
one of relief that Russia had at last de-
clared herself on this subject. Her sphinx-
like attitude in the past had encouraged
all kinds of hopes and fears, and had thus
contributed greatly to the general uncertain-
ty of the situation, It had, moreover, been
used — sometimes quite openly — for
purposes of political pressure by the Arabs,
“If you, Great Britain and America, do not
concede our claims, you will drive us into
the arms of Russia,” seemed to be the line of
reasoning. Always inherently unreasonable,
owing to the lack of any common interest
between the Arab ruling class and the lead-
ers of a union of socialist republics, this
threat has now been completely exploded.
If Britain in the past two years appeased
the Arabs for fear of the Sovier Union,
there is now nothing left to appease them
for. According to an exceptionally well in-
formed political correspondent in London,
this has already led to a modification, or at
least to a review, of Britain’s Palestine

BRING

to the

“Palestine

PALESTINE HOME TO
VOUR FRIENDS ABROAD-

Order Gift Subscriptions
and Middle East”

policy — but outwardly, to Palestinian eyes,
there has been no sign of this so far, That
it must, logically, lead to such a modifica-
tion, there can be no doubt; but logic is not
a determining factor in politics, and few
people in Palestine really believe that Great
Britain will seize the chance that Russia
has offered her. Although Russia’s intention
may have been merely to hasten British
withdrawal from the Middle East, she has in
fact given Great Britain — or more correct-
ly, the United Nations — the opportunity
of an agreed settlement of the Palestine
problem, If such a settlement could be
achieved, it might well be a stepping-stone
to agreement on other problems which at
present divide the “Slav” from the “West.
ern” bloc. Palestinians are inclined to take
more than a parochial view of M. Gromy-
ko's proposals, whose salutary effect may
in time be felt well beyond the borders
of Palestine itself. Probably few people,
even now, would claim to understand fully
the Russian point of view, but at least the
spell has been broken, the magic word has
been said, and we may all yer have a chance
of living happily ever after.

The Jews have welcomed the United
Nations commission to Palestine and are
confident that substantial justice will be
done, The traditional Jewish belief in ab-
stract justice has been well to the fore in
newspaper comment during the past few
days. No Jew can believe that a panel of
impartial judges would fail to understand
the Jewish case. The Arabs, on the other hand,
have their doubts. Their leader in Palestine,
Jamal Husseini, has expressed himself in
very violent terms, which in fairness to him it
may be best not to quote. With no threat
of a Russian alliance left to fall back on,
Arab leaders seem to be groping for some-
thing else as a support to keep them from
falling. They learned ar Lake Success that
shrill voices do not carry far; we are un-
likely to hear a repetition, except perhaps
sotto voce, of Dr, Fadhil Jamali’s threat
to “throw the Zionists back into the sea”.
But, whether Jew or Arab, all Palestinians
will be looking to September 1st, the day by
which the commission has been asked t
submit its report, It is only then, when the
commission’s recommendations come up for
discussion, that it will be possible to assess
Palestine’s chances of peaceful development
in the future. The voice will be the voice
of the commission, but the decisions will be
the Assembly’s own,




MEMORANDUM TO UNITED NATIONS

PROBLEM AND SOLUTION « PROGRESSIVE AMERICAN OPINION

A comprehensive survey of the Palestine problem, advocatin g @ Jewish State and a partition solution, was submitted to
the U. N, General Assembly by prominent non-Jewish leaders of progressive American opinion, including Freda
Kirchwey, Editor of “The Nation” and President of the Nation Associates, Philip Murray, President of Congress
of Industrial Organisations, Henry A. Atkinson, Secretary of the Church Peace Union, James G Patton, President
of the Farmers' Educational and Cooperative Union, and others, Excerpts are given below from this notable document.

THE Palestine case, now before the
United Nations, is a challenge to the
conscience of mankind, More than thar,
it is a challenge to the honour of the United
Nations, its capacity to maintain peace, and
its willingness to extend the area of human
rights and dignity. Today on the continent
of Europe 1,369,800 Jews remain alive out
of a pre-war population of 6,500,000 ex-
clusive of the Soviet Union, which had a
Jewish population of 3,000,000, half of
whom were destroyed by the Nazis. The
mass slaughter of the Jewish people was
accomplished by the Nazis without effect-
ive interference from other nations. Not
until the war’s end did the world come to
know the full details of a horror so dark it
defied belief — the story of more than
six million Jews herded into camps, de-
ported, starved to death, tortured to death,
gassed to death, burned to death, or mas-
sacred in the towns where they lived.

The argument may be valid chat no
general measures of rescue were possible
during the war years. But it must also be
said that the Nazi extermination programme
was planned by Hitler even before he came
to power and was put into effect, bit by bit,
throughout the years of bloodless conquest
between 1933 and 1939. The pattern was
cverywhere the same: withdrawal of
citizenship, suppression of organised op-
position, denial of livelihood, expropriation
of property, humiliation of the individual,
and finally deportation and death, Few
of those who could have been saved — even
those who sought safety in flight — were
saved, for no country was willing to open
a single door to rescue a single life.

One people in one country was prepared
to welcome these victims — the Jewish
community in Palestine. But the doors of
Palestine too were slammed shut in the face
of the suppliants, The British White Paper,
enacted in May, 1939, limited immigration
to 75,000 in five years, at the rate of
15,000 per year. This restrictive order,
which was declared illegal by the Permanent
Mandates Commission of the League of
Nations, was enacted, quite frankly, in an
efforc to appease the Arabs, This act of
appeasement, like other similar acts of the
Chamberlain government, resulted in failure.
The White Paper violated the Mandate,
but it did not buy the loyalty of the Arabs.

Their war record was one of enmity and
double-dealing. The Jews, on the other
hand, though injured and betrayed by the
restrictions imposed in the White Paper,
played a notable role in the defeat of the
Axis. 1,300,000 Jews were in uniform in the
armed forces of the United Nations: 550,000
Jewish men and women served in the armed
forces of the United Seates; 500,000 in the
armed forces of the Soviet Union; 65,000
in the armed forces of Britain, In Palestine
Sﬁ.'ﬂd)l] and 5(1,4130 women VDIuI'ltE'tl‘L‘d fur
war service; 27,028 Palestine Jews served
with the British forces in Palestine and
France, Egypt, Sudan, Eritrea, Abyssinia,
Libya, Greece, Crete, Iraq, Iraly, Austria,
and the Low Countries, Sixty units of Royal
Engineers, transportation, ordnance, elect-
rical, and mechanical services served and
ranked high in the estimation of their res-
pective commands. Selected civilian volun-
teers carried out secret raids in the Middle
East and parachute missions in enemy
Europe. Half of them lost their lives.

At the war's end the common assumption
was that the first victims of Hitlerism would
be the first to be rescued by a sympathetic
world, That the doors of Palestine would
be promptly opened to the Jews was taken
for granted, especially after the Labour
Party came to power in Great Britain.
President Truman, within two months after
the end of the war, despatched Earl Har-
rison to Europe to investigate the plight of
the Jews. Upon receiving his report, on
August 31, 1945, the President requested
the Briush Labour government to open
Palestine to the 100,000 Jewish refugees
then in the German displaced persons camps,

Almost two years have passed. The re-
fugees have not been admitted to Palestine
except in insignificant numbers, even though
the Anglo-American Committee — the
eighteenth commission of inquiry since the
Balfour Declaration — studied the problem
anew in 1946 and again requested the ad-
mission of 100,000, Today the refugee
colony in Germany, Austria and Italy num-
bers almost 250,000, Every method of ex-
clusion and repression has been utilized by
the British government to prevent the entry
of these people into Palestine. Behind this
policy is the larger purpose of seeking sup-
port for British imperial interests, both
material and strategic, from the ruling

elements among the Arabs, even ac the cost
of defending a decadent feudal and hier-
archical social system and at the same time
violating the commirments embodied in the
Palestine Mandate.

Five hundred thousand Jews in Europe,
almost half of the surviving Jewish popu-
lation, “may wish or be impelled o migrate
from Europe”, according to the report of
the Anglo-American Committee of Inguiry,
An exhaustive study by the committee, country
by country, revealed an active anti-Semitism
which, added to the impoverishment and
the psychological horror of living in
countries responsible for the slaughter of
their families and friends, has produced a
frantic desire, as well as a need, to emi-
grate. In the words of the committee, while
“the governments of the countries we visited
expressed their opposition to anti-Semitism...
this is a poison which after years of infec-
tion takes years to eradicate.”

The refusal of the British to admir more
than a thin trickle of the diﬁpl.‘tf[‘d Jews of
Europe to Palestine has mobilized the en-
tire Jewish community in opposition to this
policy. Boatload after boatload of Jewish
immigrants in past months has made its way
to Palestine, only to be forcibly removed
and sent 1o the Island of Cyprus. Each
transfer has been accompanied by resistance,
first on the pare of the immigrants them-
selves, and second on that of the Jewish
community, Regarding restrictions of the
White Paper as illegal, the Jews of Pales-
tine decline to regard any Jewish immigra-
ton as illegal.

.

All observers in Palestine report that
the Jews will refuse a solution which fails
to satisfy their demand for the admission of
refugees and for the right to conduct their
own affairs,

In the opinion of Crossman and others
the Jews will fight to the finish to
achieve their goal. Ben Gurion, chairman
of the Executive Committee of the Jewish
Agency, told Crossman in Palestine: “In
deciding our destiny don't make the mistake
of thinking of us as Jews like the Jews you
have in London. Imagine that we are
Englishmen fighting for our national exist-
ence, and calculate that we shall behave as
you would behave if you were in our
situation...”
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KUPAT-AM BANK LIMITED |

BALANCE SHEET AS AT DECEMBER 31, 1946

LIABILITIES ASBETS
SHARE CAPITAL LP. Mils LP. Mils |
AUTHORISED LP. Mils LP, Mils CASH IN HAND AND AT BANKS 1,0804,372.073
10,000 Ordinary Shares of LP. § each 50,000,000 INVESTMENTS — at cost or market price
21,000 &% Cumulative Preference Shares whichever lower:
“A" and *B" of LP. 5 each 105,000, OO British Government Securities 150,581.250
18,000 5% Cumulative Preference Shares Palestine Securities and other Investments  18,840.088 169,421,338
“C" of LP, 5 each 85,000.000 e
el = SUBSIDIARY COMPANY — |
250,000.000 Paid o/a of 985 shares of LP. 5 each 1,243.750
Advances B38.695 2,082.443
ISSUED AND PAID Issued Fald E—
6,670 Ordinary Shares of LP, 5 each 33,350.000  33,350.000 BILLS DISCOUNTED —
5,814 6% Cumulative Preference Shares less interest received in advance 155,306.773
“A" of LP. b each 28.070.000 28,070,000% ) LOANS, ADVANCES AND SUNDRY
15373 6% Cumulative+: Preference Shares ACCOUNTS 953,534,328 708,840.101
“B" of LP. 5 each 76,865.000  19,884.630°%) 3= e
455 5% Cumulative Preference Shares PROPERTY :—
»C" of LP. 5 each 2 275,000 2 275.000 Building at Halfa and Safes
e i = | after depreciation 20.049.913
lllm_'m_'m it 509 Shares in “Binvanei Bank™
GENERAL RESERVE 25,000,000 Lid. (T. A.) at cost 18,671.000 48,720,913
ENCNE TR INTLER Ny SO R LT FURNITURE — after depreclation 3.184.931
CURRENT ACCOUNTS, DEPOSITS and LIABILITIES OF CUSTOMERS FOR
SUNDRY CREDITORS i GUARANTEES and ENGAGEMENTS
SIUATAN S DL SIS A — spe pontra 551,352,973
ON BEHALF OF CUSTOMERS— =ece conira 551,352.973 .
PROFIT AND LOSS ACCOUNT
Balance at 1.1.1048 14,027.248
Dividend declared by Annual
General Meeting of 16.6.1946
LF. 4515258
Bonugses and
Donations " 8,430.355 10,854.613
o 3072635
PROFIT FOR THE YEAR #0532 380 23,995.015
2.582.974.7T74
. 2,582.974.7TT4
BILLS, MORTGAGES ETC. FOR SECURITY BILLE MOBRTGAGES ete. for SECURITY e —
and COLLECTION — see contra 1,121,331 008 and COLLECTION — see contra 1,131,331.008
*) Part of “B" Pref. Shares converted into |
“A" Prel. Shares, In accordance with the Direclors : W, GLUSKIN, Chairman ;
Scheme of Conversion. 5 RAPOPORT. General Manager.
NOTE : — Guarantees have been given by the Bank In respect of 502 Policies of “Habiiahon Hahadadi' Shel Havrel Kupat Am,
Aguda Hodadit Ltd.
Statement Fursuant to Sectlon 107i5), Com- | AUDITORS' REPORT : We have audited the Balance Sheet of Kupat Am Bank Limited as at December,
panies Ordinance, 1928: — | 31, 1946, as above set forth, we have veriflied the cash in hand and at Banks, the Investmentis and
The profit of the Subsidiary Coampany bills, we have cheched the wvouchers and documents and have obtained all the Infarmation and
for the year 1946 s not included iIn explanations required. In our opinion the above Balance Sheet Is properly drawn up so az to exhibit o
the Bank's accounts, true and correct view of the state of the Bank's affalrs, according to the best of our information
and the explanatiens glven to us and as shown by the books of the Bank.
Directors :
W. GLUSKIN, Chalrman. Tel Aviv, April 15, 1947, ROJANSKY, STERN & Co.
8. RAPOPORT, General Manager Certified Accountanis—Auditors

THE PALESTINE CENTRAL TRADE & INVESTMENT CO. LTD. !
SHARE CAPITAL LP. 450,000. —

,|
Founpeo sy: THE CONSOLIDATED PIPE AND TRADING AND MANUFACTURING CO. LTD. |
IRON STORES LTD, TIMBER STORES LTD. 1
Asmciarcd Firms- JACOBR BOTEKOVSEEY LTD. H. PEARLIN LTD. SEYIRSERKY BROBES.
id Mk Z'a :B"HLGLK:;::V::l; NN PECKER LTOD. H. T A I B E R
MANN & BERMANN LTD. M. PERLMANN (est. 1880)LTD. SALOMON VENEZIA & CO,
ARODN NETANEL EL. BEAKER LTD. HENRY ZIMERMAN LTD.

Sole Distributors of the products of THE PALESTINE PORTLAND CEMENT WORKS LTD.
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| ZION INSURANCE COMPANY LIMITED

BALANCE SHEET AS AT 31« DECEMBER, 1944

LIABILITIES ; ASSETS
LP, Mils LP. Mils L, Mils | LF. Mils LF. Mils
SHARE CAFITAL Authorised in CASH IN HAND AND BALANCES WITH BANKS 63,502,340
Shares of LF. 1.— issued paid DEPOSITS WITH BANKS FOR FIXED PERIODS 13,087.581 76,580,030
Founders’ Shares 100.— 100.— 100.— SECURITIES, at cost or market value, T
5% Non-Cumulative Participating whichaver s 16wes 73,622,979
Preference Shares “A" Redeem- 8,000 PREFERENCE SHARES of LP. 2500 each
able at the option of the Company 10,000, — 10,000, — 10,000.— in the Judea Insurance Co. Lid., at cosi 20.000.— 93.622.978
RGiREy PR I A8~ 20,801 MORTGAGES AND ADVANCES ON MORTGAGE
G0, D00, — 40,956, — 40,707.- AGREEMENTS 62,648.511
GENERAL RESERVE 20,000, LOANS iincluding LP. 10,343 638 guaranieed by
OTHER RESERVE ACCOUNTS 8,000 the Keren Kayemeth Leisrael Lid.) 18,213.106
LIFE INSURANCE FUND 167 048,191 HOUSE PROPERTY, at cost, as per Deed of Sale 5,000,
FIRE, ACCIDENT, MARINE AND GENERAL LOANS ON COMPANY'S POLICIES,
INSURANCE FUND 52 463,340 WITHIN THEIR SURRENDER VALUE TA10.787
CLAIMS ADMITTED OR INTIMATED OUTSTANDING PREMIUMS 27,645 978
Fire, Accident, Marine and General Insurance 26483465 BALANCES DUE FROM OTHER INSURING COMPANIES 7.773.907
L ess Advances 4,208,560 SUNDRY DEBTORS, Less Reserve 2,186,357
RE-INSURING COMPANIES
22.174.896 Life Assurance Fund 48,079,370
Life Assurance P4T.7T92 3,222 6R8 Fire, Accident Marine and
BALANCES DUE TO OTHER INSURING COMPANIES  10,596.043 Gensral Insurance Fund - 16,380.501
DEPOSITS BY RE-INSURING COMPANIES { Claims admitied or intimated 7067, 730 74,433,691
For Life Assurance Fund 37 204,199 COMMISSIONS FOH LIFE INSURANCE e ——
For Fire, Accident, Marine and ON ACCOUNT OF FUTURE YEARS 11,813,941
General Insurance Fund 11.916.378 49.210.777
" SUNDRY CREDITORS AND CREDIT BALANCES 6,581.808
PREMIUMS RECEIVED IN ADVANCE (Net) 3, 715454 E. KUTZENOK \
INTEREST RECEIVED IN ADVANCE 82.799 J. SHRIER § Directors
PROFIT AND LOSS ACCOUNT —
Balance as at 31st December, 1948 4.471.357
38T7.010.187 487,010,187

AUDITORS" REFORT TO THE SHAREHOLDERS OF ZION INSURANCE CO. LTD.

We have examined the sbove Balance Sheet of ZION INSURANCE CO. LTD. and have oblained all the information and explanations we have
required. We have verified the cash in hand, the balances with banks, and the securities. The latler include securities of a nomingl value of
LP. 7,000.— deposited with the Government of Palestine in compliasnce with the requirements of section 101 of the Companies Ordinance, 1929,
A part of the D\Drtﬂlﬂl‘ﬁ. loans and securities are regiztered in the name of trustees on behalf of the (_’uh-\.lj:in_\.. The above Balance Sheet s In our
opinion properly drawn up 50 as to exhibit a true and correct view of the state of the affairs of the above Insurance Company, according to 1he best
of our information and the explanations given to us and as shown by the books of the Company.
BRAUDE & CO.

Jerusalem, Tith April, 1847 Chartered Accountants, Auditors
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SOLEL BONEH LTD.

The Contracting Organisation of the
Jewish Labour Federation in Palestine

GENERAL CONTRACTORS FOR BUILDING, ROAD
' CONSTRUCTION AND OTHER PUBLIC WORKS

Also own and operate the following industries:

LIME & STONE PRODUCTION CO. LTD.
HAIFA e TELAVIV e JERUSALEM

KOOR, INDUSTRIES AND CRAFTS CO, LTD
Coordinating Industrial Enterprises :

VULCAN FOUNDRIES LTD., HAIFA

"HAMAT"” TOOLS AND MACHINERY
MANUFACTURERS CO. LTD, TEL-AVIV
THE PALESTINE WINDOW GLASS WORKS
"PHOENICIA” LIMITED, HAIFA

"HAW AK” LIMITED
GENERAL BUILDING MATERIALS
Tel-Aviv Factory for Silicate Bricks at MNachlat Yehuda.

“KHARSAH” CERAMIC WORKS, HAIFA

THE PALESTINE PORTLAND CEMENT WORKS
LTD. (Part Holding)

HAMGAPER LTD., HAIFA (part owners)

Manufacturers of rubber and reclaimed rubber products.

HEROUTH LTD. TEL-AVIV, HAIFA, JERUSALEM
Suppliers, Contractors and Manufacturers of Water and
Sanitary Installations,

e s @
“"OGEN" LTD., HAIFA
Operating, Building and Repairing of Launches and Boats.

e @ @

SHIKUN AMAMI LTD. Housing Co.
HAIFA BUILDING CO. LTD.» HAIFA LANDS LTD.

. & @
HEAD OFFICE:
SOLEL BONEH BUILDING, 65, HARBOUR ST., HAIFA,
F. 0. B 563 & TELEFHONE 4311—I15

BRANCH OFFICES:

¥, LILIENBLUM STREET, TEL-AVIV
1, BEN-YEAUDA STREET, JERUSALEM
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HAMASHBIR
HAMERKAZI

PALESTINE COOPERATIVE WHOLESALE SOCIETY Lm.

HEAD OFFICE:

TEL AVIYV, HAMASHBIR BLDG., SALAMENH RD., P.O.B. 120
PHONE 6011—1%

BRANCHES:

JERUSALEM, P. 0. B. 438,
PHONE 3854

HAIFA, P. 0. B, 205,
PFHONE 4271

THE CENTRAL SUPPLYING INSTITUTION OF
THE COOPERATIVEMOVEMENT IN PALESTINE

SALES DEPARTMENTS:

GROCERIES — FEEDING STUFFS / GRAINS
& CEREALS-SEEDS / CHEMICALS-FERTILIZERS /
AGRICULTURAL MACHINERY — TOOLS &
IMPLEMENTS / DAIRY EQUIPMENT — REFRIG-
ERATION / IRRIGATION EQUIPMENT—PUMPS /
INDUSTRIAL EQUIPMENT / ENGINEERING
SUPPLIES OF EVERY DESCRIPTION / FISHING
& FISH-BREEDING EQUIFPMENT / BUILDING
MATERIALS — FUEL & LUBRICATING OILS /
TEXTILES — FOOT WEAR ETC. / STATIONERY
& WRITING MATERIALS / HOUSEHOLD &

KITCHEN UTENSILS

INDUSTRIAL ENTERPRISES:

SHEMEN LTD. / HAMGAPER LTD. / PALESTINE

PORTLAND CEMENT WORKS LTD. f HATZAMAR

LTD. /s MIN'AL LTD. / FLOUR & FODDER MILL /

HAKHAYAL TEXTILE LTD. /; SEED CLEANING &
SELECTION PLANT

Some of the above enterprises are operated jointly
wilth other companies

AGRICULTURAL MACHINERY AND

l IMPLEMENTS MANUFACTURED IN

AGRICULTURAL SETTLEMENTS

AFFILIATIONS:

HAMASHBIR HAMERKAZI
(FINANCES & INVESTMENTS) CO.LTD.

CONSUMERS' COOPERATION

| FUND LTD.
=

e HAMASHBIR-LAZARKHAN
LTD.
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STEEL BROTHERS & CO. LTD.

(INCORPORATED IN ENGLAND)

-

DIRECTORS

L K. MICHIE L T. McCREATH SIR JOHH TAIT W. . HOWISOHN R.H L LANGFORD-JAMES
Chairman Monoging Marnaging Monoging

Avthorised CTopital ¢ 4 000,000 + Issued Cordol & Ressrvez g 3.150,00

EAST INDIA MERCHANTS

HEAD OFFICE: 24/28 LOMBARD STREET, LONDON E.C. 3

BRANCHES: INDIA, BURMA, CHINA, CEYLON, THAILAND, CUBA
PALESTINE, TRANSJORDAN, SYRIA, THE LEBANON AND ITALY

MILLERS, PRODUCERS AND EXPORTERS, IMPORTERS
SHIPPING AND INSURANCE AGENTS

MANAGING AGENCIES:
INDO-BURMA PETROLEUM CO. LTD.
ATTOCK O01L €0. L 'TD
CONSOLIDATED COTTON&OIL MILLS LTD.
BURMA CEMENT CO LT B
PYINMA DEVELOPMENT CO. LTD.
LENYA MINING CO. LTD.

SUBSIDIARY AND ASSOCIATED COMPANIES:
THE BURMA CO. LTD.
CARBUTT & €O. (1928) LTD.
GFORGE GORDON & CO. (BURMA) LTD.

I STEEL BROTHERS & CO. (THAILAND) LTD.

PALESTINE MILLING & TRADING CO. LTD.

IN PALESTINE, TRANSJORDAN, SYRIA AND LEBANON:
GOVERNMENT OF PALESTINE AGENTS
GOVERNMENT of TRANSJORDAN AGENTS
GOVERNMENT OF SYRIA AGENTS
GOVERNMENT OF LEBANON AGENTS

|  PRINCIPAL OFFICE: 43, KINGSWAY « P.O.B. 1412, HAIFA + PHONE 4596
BRANCH OFFICES:
PALESTINE JERUSALEM & TEL AVIV |

TRANSJORDAN AMMAN
LEBANON BEIRUT
ITALY MILAN

TR ORRE RN

Coo‘pt‘tl:i:c Pr:s “Achduth” Lid., Tel Aviv, P.O.B. 159
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In a world ’ L

of their own, T'WA Starlmers are

bringing the utmost in luxurious air transpor
tation to travellers throughout the world . Flying
5,000,000 miles a month, TWA offers you

twenty years of [flying experience

up where the world is one

IRANS WORLD AIRLINE

3, PRINCESS MARY AVE., TELEPHONE 4805

JERUSALEM




A'ﬂ MAT 9, 1947.

U N ASKED T0ET
JEWISH HOMELAND
AS BASIS OF INQUIRY

Dr, A. H. Silver, Representing
Agency of Palestine, Cites
Eminent Authors of Plan

OR INTERIM IMMIGRATION

'He Urges Assembly Group to
Look Into DP Camps —
Russia Would Enter Inquiry

The text of Rabbi Silver's
atatement appears on Page 4.

By CLAYTON KNOWLES

Special to Tiii New Your Times

LAKE SUCCESS, N. Y.. May 8
—International obligations to in-
sure development of a Jewizh na-
tional home in Palestine must be
the *“basic and irreducible” con-
gideration in any inguiry there, a
spokesman for the Jewish Agency
for Palestine asserted today before|
the United Nations Assembly’s|
Political and Security Committee. |

The Jewish Agency, claiming to|
speak for Jews the world over, |
lsubordinated seven other major
\requests to this one in submitting/
lits views to the committee. It
{was the first time that the Jewish
Agency had received a hearing be-}
fore a world tribunal, y

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, chairman
of the American section of the
Agency, presented the organiza-|
tion's position in an eloquent, even-
tempered, thirty-minute address.
Flanked by Moshe Shertok and Dr,
Nahum Goldman, fellow members
of the Agency executive, the 54-
vear-old Zionist leader urged that
the corgmitlee of inquiry that the
Assembly is about to name visit|
both Palestine and Europe in its
gearch for a solution.

Suggests Inquiry Elements

The visit to Palestine, he said,
would enable the committee to ex-
plore the potentialitice of the
country, seek the causes of the
present tragic unrest there and
learn at first hand how Great Brit-|
Ia,in the mandatory power, Is
“ecarrying out another of its obliga-
| tions, which i= to encourage close
settlement of the Jews on the
land."”

In Europe, he declared, the com-
mittee should visit the displaced
persons’ camps to “see with their
own eyes the appalling human
tragedy which mankind is permit-
ting to continue unabated two

Continued on Page 4, Column 7
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| and iake part in the development
| of tha countiry.™
|  TUmnder Articie 8 (ibe Jewish
Agency i emtithed, furiher, o
cooperaie wilth (he administration
in permditing * * * * closs seitle-
ment by Jews on the land®; and,
| by Artcle II, it & piven & pre
ferred status Im respect 1o he
consiruction and uilon  of
pablic wo:lis and the develop-
mant af ihe sature] redsurcas of
ihe coumiry
Tha Jewish Agency. which we

eiected Natiapa] Councl of Palss
gy Jews, who are foday the
piomssring vanguard in the buikd-
ing of the Jewish national Bomae;
| it speaks also for the Jewish peo-
pla of tha world, whe ars devated
e this historie ideal, for B was
charged, by the same Articls 4
of the mandats, “ " * * to secure
the ronperafion of sll Jews who
are willing to sssst in the estab-
Hl,hni?l of the Jewish natiooal

e
I bave spoken of “the Jewish
and “the Jewish national
in defining the terma of
| refersnes of the commities of In-
guiry whish you are to sppaint
| and in all the commilies’s Future
investigations, thess. in my jode-
ment, should be regarded aa ey
terms and basie conespis. They
wara the Rey issma ihe basic
I M':lﬁ af the Balfaur Déslars-
| thon
| which Palestine is, or should be,
adminlstered foday.
without relatlon o

e
§
i

The Aalfour Declarabiion, which
wad fwined by His Majeniy's Gav-
o oympathy with Jewiah Eionim

wi
L 'r‘? .

“Him Majesty s Governmant view
wilk favor aslablishmenl I8
Palesiine of & natiopal home for
thy Jewish people”

The mandate, in Its preambils,
recognises < * * * the histerical
ronnection of The Jewish
with Palastine™ and ™ * * ¢

for  reconstituling—1

eall your attention ta the word
“reconptitating’ — “Thelr nailonsl
| home in thet country.
Thess  (international

i

eaemumit-

af the mandsls undsr

This in Article B0 of
the Charter, which resds

| il sdheres,

“Eprept a8 may bs agresd upon |

tn individusl trostesship ErTes-
menin, mads onder Articls T7. TH
ami A1, placing sach Gerritory an-
der the trustesship sysiem, and
nill such agrecments haves Ledn
goncluded, nothing In this chap-
for ahall be comstrusd moor of it-
#=1f {6 altér in any manner the
rights whatscever of any stales
or any pecples of ithe lerma of
axisting  intermaflonal  Enetrds
menin, s which membsrs of the
United Nations may respecilvely

fve of your
comnuitise of Rq o the =~
tirg probbem whic 0 our judg-
ment, will prove decisive, [t owill
pve direction and will greatly
enpadite ite work. and it conclu-
wionas will prove of constrective
ahpnificnnes, if & =il Keap 1he
proper  perapeciive always im
wlrw
A gensration ago, ihe IRkerna-
ilpnal comemuniiy of Lhe womi e,
af which 1ha Unlled Natlons to-
duay i the palitictl ahd spiriisal
hair, dscread ihat the Jewish
peopls should be gives the right,
long denied, mnd ths oppartuniiy
to reconstiiute  ihelr nationsl
home {n Palestine. That national
homs ln #ill s Ths makisg; It
has net yei bern fully ssiabished
No internatianal community has
canceled or even gquesilonsd that
right. The mandatery power,
which wag enirusisd with the ab-
liguien o safeguard the oppor-
tamity for the continudas growth
andl development of the Jewish
nationsl homs, has enfortanstely,
In recemt years, grievously inier-
fared with and clrenmeeribed [t
Thal apportinity miusd bow e
hlﬁ}' regtared
Whan will 1he Jowish natiosnal
b kb secomplished faed®
The shawer fo ithat guesiion mey
well hé givén by the maf whe
wasd Prime Minlster af Oreat
Hrilaln &t tha timas whan the Bal-
four Declarstion wis jssesd. 1 am
Hing the (ewtimony of Mr
eorgs Ve fore fhe
Fl.lil;’“n' Hoynl Comemission |In

“Thers waald bs 5o doubi,™ bhs
mid, “an o whal the Cahinel
then had in their snbnds. Tt
mil (helr ides that a Jewish
shonkd bs sel wp tmmedi
ihe peade frealy. Om ihe olhar
hand, i was contamplaied that,
whan the tima arftived for avcord-
IR TepPeseRiRlive inestilalions to
Palsating, If the Jewn had imens-
while responded to The oppaitie-
nity afforded them and had be-
come n defislis mapriny of the
inbabiiants, then Pulertine wouold
ihus beeotie a Jewish romimon-
i

“Ths fdilen that Jewlsh immi
Eratian,” hs continosd, “would
bave to B artificially restricisd
In order to mswre (hal (ha Jewn
wiould be n permanent minotity
never amniered Inte the head of
anyoms engugesd In framing the
poliey. That would have been e
Earded as pnjuet and as & fraud
on the pecple to whom we were
appesling.”

in parne answer could slso he
given by Mr Whneton Churchill
wha was an imporiant member of
the Gavernm *nl which issued [he
Balfour Declaralion; by CGessral

| wratione 1o come, & gresl Jewiah

wiate ristng thars aoncs mors' |
Lard Flobert Cecil, and by n'.,:;
wlhere.

Puotes VW ossdrew W ilson
American staleomen shared iy
view of the Jewish naticne] heome.

5 1w pereasded
that the Allisd nations, wilh ihe

stafes which are niw masnbeis af
the URited MNations.'

UThe  United States,” wrole
Prealdent Truman, “‘which con-
tribssted ity blood amld resouter
e tha winning of thal war, sould
nal divest (teslf of & certain e
aponmbility for the manser (o
which the freed lerritories Wiare
disposed of or for the fata of the
peoples ibernted af that Ums. [
teok ihe positiom. 1o which i

that thess pecple
b prepered
eriment, aod gies

for self- .
THal & noll.ned
hape for itha Jewish peopls
ahould he sstabiishsd 6
tins. *

Pales
1 am happy te mote," declirsd
the Prespdént, “thal micel of the
Libprited pecples are now cifimens
of independent couniriss. The
Jewish national home, however
Bas not aa Yol been fully davel
oped. ™

It should, of course, Be clear
and 1 regrel thal stalemenis
made by ceriain repreasmistives
In recent daye have tsnded o
confuss what should be clear
that when we speak of & Jewish
siats, we do not have in miod
ENy racial siate or any Theocratis
atate, ot ons which will b based
upon foll eguakily and righta for
all inhabitacte withoot detinctisn
af religios or rees and witbout
domination or subjugstion. What
wa have ia mind by ithe Jewish
staks i moai succincily simisd in
u resotution sdopted by the Brit-
inh Laber party la 18 -new fep-
redenlid Ty he pressnt Govern
ment of the Usiied Kingdony
which reguested this special ss-
plon of the Upited Natlons [ ass
LT 4

“Here. we halted halfway, lr-
feaslutely belwesn confheting
pokizies Bui there s swrely
EEither haps Ror msanibg in o=
Jdewish national hafms Unless we
mre prepared fo lei the Jaws, o
they wish, saier this tiny land
in such number as fo becoms =
majority. Thers was & sirong
cass for Uhis bafore the war a=d
thers i An irreaistible cade for
It miver

Whan your commiites of i8-
quity will coma ta comElder pre-
pmals for the folure government
af Palsstine, this inescapabis and

irrsdueibls  faclor — ihe iRLerOA-
tiomal obilgslion 1o insure the
eoftindous developmant of ths

Jewiah Eational Boane-should b
kept. In our judgment, conatanily
im omind. 1 Bedeve i would be
extremely heipfol to the commil-
tew of ingairy ' the mandatory
Governfmal would pressnt (B
mocount of ila stewardabip of ths
Faleativs mandats o i ruilbher
thas wall for the neat Asssmhly
of the United Nations. J1 would
aasisl The commilies In 1hinking
through the problem and af arriv
mg at balpiul recommendstions
for ithe fTuturs governmant of
Paleatineg

It iBoglcal. T fear, ta aak the
committes of Inguy (8 conskdsr
the Muturs governmsnt of F
time without firel making a ther
inigh o willy of ithe pressnt Gevsin-
meent (0 disfover = kel e o=l
in ihe present sdmbnietration
whnt Begiect and what deviations
eccurred to have brought mbout
capdition s dengerous and =3
plasive s to necemiiste Lhb con-
voking of m special sesaion of the
Upited Nations to deal with it

I belisve that the commities of
Inquiry should most certainly vieit
Palewtins, Writien documeanis sis
impoertant, bal infinitaly mare R
structive are e living docu-
ments, the visibls testimony of
eraailive affore abd achlevement
in Palestine, they will see whal
tha Jawiah people, ineplired by the
hops of reconstituting this ha-
fienal home after Lhe lomg weaiy
esniuries of thelr homelesans sl
and relving upon the hodor asd
the piedged word of tha warid
eommunity. has achisved [ & few
shori years againsl greal odds
and sesmingly IEsurmountable
B e m .

The (Rsd Wl SOOMTROUS = O
Viaifed hamds, nadsquate MmN,
oaverwhelming d41fficalties.

in Palestine has reos|ved i RE-
Anid

elalm of ths snilrs werld,
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yurd and you will help us so Thal
the countriss in which we sre
mutuaily interested may once
apain inke iheir places s ihe
communily of civilited paopies of
tha workd. "

Yaur committes of nguiry will
canclude, we are confident. [hai
tf alipwed (o develop unimisrrupl-
sdly ths standards of life which
have wen developed in Palastins,
Tha eoheaply Of sacial justice snd
fhe myndarn scientifio method will

§ S@rva S8 & great siienadus 1o ihe
Iwlifil saed pugress of (e &
tire Neéar Easl, with whick Pal-
mating and with which the desii-
rden of the Jewish patichal homs
afs haturally housd up

Tour opommities of Ingudry
shoubd aiss conaider tha poden-
tialilles of the eouniry which, if
prmperly developed, can, acoords
ing Lo ihe expert testienony of
'Bose most qualificd to mpealk on
the subject, sasialn o popuinilion
much gréeaier than ths present
e, Mary more projssts, which
will result i greal economle snd
mocial fmprovemant ot abome N
Palestine but o all the pefighbor-
ing eouniries, are awalling devel
et panding s satisfactory pe-
litical solutlon

Would Investigals Vielenos

Thé oofmmities of Inguiry
ahould, whils in Paiestine, aiso
ok inte the real, the fonds-

manisl cuoses &f Lhe tragie un-
revt mnd iclencs which today
mar the lifs of the Holy Land to
which our Jewish piomessrs cafie,
ol with weapons byt with tooels
Thay will inquire. I nm sure, why
& prace-loving community, whoes
=g nlsreal was Im bwmilding =
pesceful home and fature for
thrmeslves and their chilires, s
@ Bwing drivem ta ks pltch af re-
ennimenl and fension and  is-
meniably driviag scme af s
memibars o sotions which we sl
deplose
They will aak thamssbves, T am
. why shiploads of helpless
wWish refugsis—iin, woman
| mndl  children who Rave been
through all the hells of Nazl
Europe-are being driven away
from the shorss of the Jewiadh
mational horme By & mandatory
povarnment which assumed s
s prime oblipation, to felliiate
Jewish fmmigration inbo  that
eEifdry
They will also fnvestigats, T
hope, bow the mandsiory gov-
efement 4 earrying ot another
of s obligationa, which was to
encourage also selflsment of the
Jowa on ke land; when, in aet-
ual practice, it is ioday seversly
rédlrleting free Jewiah ssitlerment
b an mres bas than @ par csst of
that tiay country. and is enfore-
| ing today in the Jewiah national
homme diseriminatory rocial laws
which ihe muandste, s weli as
tha Charter of fhe Uniled Ma-
tinnd, saviicly condsmas
Hy way of digression, let it ba
wmid—if it sesd bs aald st all-
thal we are mol sagaged, RoF
mhall ws be angaged, kB aRy
trilictasn or condemnation of (ke
af the Urmited Ki

regard
for that peopls and for its mon-
ameninl contributions
erntie clviliiation; snd we shall
naver forgel that It was the Unit-
ad Kingdom which, firsi smong
the mations, gave recognition to

the nalional aspiratlons of (he
Jewiah people. It s only & wrang
andl wejustifinhls pobey which

rontrediets snd tends ta defeat
the far-visioned Britleh stales
manship of sarlisr ysars which
we somdemn

We hopa mosi sarnesthy Uhal Lhe
Commiites of Inguiry will alee
wildlf tha dLFpi d parsans i
im Eurcps mnd ses with Lhelr own
eyes the & ing human trag=dy
which nd I permifiiing =
contines unabsied Iws years—Il
in azacily two years bodny since
¥-E wr (e sloss of ths

afraid, in setling In Amsng Uhem.
It in only tha hops Lhat lbsnostow
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the ultimaie iriemph of
maral prinsiples

In thess last tragic yeats, when
the whaole household of [arasl be-
came ong Ereat hostelry of pain,
wy could nol have bullt what we
did baild had we nol press
oar enabhakable trust In the vie-
tory of brath, It i in that strong
taith and hops thai we wish o
conperats With you In this tmak
which you have mndectaken

Tha Jewish peopls balongs im
this seoiety of aatione. Surely the
Jewiah peaple i no lees deserving
than cther psoples whoss naticnal
fresdam and Independencs havs
bean ssiablisbhed and whoss fep-
résefiE[ven Ard ROW SeAlEd here
Tha Jewish peopls wers your al-
Haw fn the war and joined their
mnerifiess &a yours to schievd &
moramsn vicloey., Ths reptessfl:
sliven of ths Jewish peopls of
Palestine should wmit in  your
midel. The repressniatives of (he
people and of the land which gave
to mamiind spiritiaal &nd elbhioa]
valuss insplring human parson-

—

rved |

alitiss and ssrred taxis which are |

war

Emp- that that peapls. now res
hatldine agatn its sational ikfe in
e anctent homelard, will be wel-
eomad before long by you io this
moble fellowahip of the Unlted
Hatlons

trenmred  possessions—we |

Al the close of Dr. Silver's stale-
men! the fuihu-uf quesiions wefe |
by delrgo

pul fo M

ten amd B g

was aaked o prepare & reply for i'l

later merting

M. Asaf All
India-

What was the number of Jewa
from ouisids Pulestine in 1900,
again in 1030, and fisaily in 1939
when ihe White Paper of 193§
ws issusd by the Britiah Gavern-
mani ¥

My meEt gusstion would be
whather Dir, Hilver recognizes the
faot That thers i & very clear dis-
tnctian beiween & Jewish slals
and & Jewiak #sationsl
whigh la manliched o tha man-
dale. Diosn hs alse recagniss the
et thal sven Lhe sfatsimani, LD
whigh he made & reference. which
wus trade tha repieseniaiive
of the ifberal government—at the
Labar partv-refeired st 15 &
Jewish slats bul o & Jewlsh ns-
Lemnl Bomms T

My third questisn is comcernsd
with Dr, Biwver's rferenes (o
FEuropsan Jewry. Will he e a0
Wind sa ta provide us with some

home, |

idea of tha age of The wvarioum '

comimunities of nationa] Jewry
tiving in Eorops; who would sew
like i po back ta ihe nationsl
home; how E:j bavs they lived
in Europs; are they easily
mamim|lable tn Palestine®

My fourth question is as fol
jows: He has mads & sistement
to ths effaet that at Paris in 109
an axiremaly conclliitory stais
meni was mads by & great Asab
lender who welcomed the Jewn to
Palawtine, Is there any resson
why the Arabs are resisting im-
mupration pew?

My rfifth quesilon relates {0 the
refugess from Nail oppression
The Naal Government 1A Edraps
s bean cofnpletaly sdppieassd
wid Wagl Cermany @ Bow andsr
ihe somirel af ihe Bscurity Coun-
i, or, af any rale, the Unitesd
Nations. If

and whers they fnd o
Par mmoce sasily assimilable”

My wixth and lust question would
Ba aboutl the conditions which ars
sarranily preévalling in Palestine

thil s &, is thers
why (Hans

it la very gratifying io learn that |

Dr. Stiver. on behalf of the Jew-
ish Agency, has recognised the
moble robs which the people of the
United Kingdom have played in
o tha w of the
Jawlsh problem. May [ know why
pablis ssrvants of the Covern-
ment of tha Tailsd Kingdom,
wha are thair duty unrder

oxtramely @l Ereumrtances,
;n“'ln;ln| pheked aff todny by vise
Dr. Alfred Fiderkiewics,
Poland:

I =5
hi:ﬁi’

it
i
pors

i

-

1 s

--;'.ﬂdeLhﬁihj!hifﬂTIT?Tfﬁifjifbi
R, :

i [ [

b,

o W

HOLLANDERIZIE your furs to naw beauty

Palrvs AvEuti AT 3OTW TTRAET, BAW TiRL i B W

L™

A

)

U
g i

1000000000

J] H




£ ..--«.;. ,.l:"":

I’HT

s Raas aRaLE we
IR
-|I'll|-= Ir=||:|"“u|:

" . I'SEEWM o

Yy Ay
-

- e
| # |

=
-

a

5T WL R

b r"'t EIESEY "3 oW
{IFSNT TR JE8Z TR

PET MILK

) -p;h qu L LTI ] qtu., LTI L LT

¢

-

TJDD?E

"D 3N T'i

LU

N e + Tl d | Id B s |

L RTTN T ]
Py

L
e I

LB LLLE -uu-nl- LT T W »

a i h
w

4

’ L5 S TR R

H'l-l.h'-- ﬁﬂnﬂ - Bul wemea
v VigtVpp | 12 wad | g}

'-ll -
h-.ﬂn | o e

[9NT N2 PN

s

whanw ll

':-:‘H :H-—-nh‘

L -Il:w-l!l‘

- -

TNINE j;f.n‘u"T N

TR DUUSRTUNITS ool X
—-.-u-. 1"3“ q-g{u., LT TN
= NN
e BD 1 '13

hh Y o)

T;:m;:;'ﬂ ﬂﬂr"u,j..
ul—” ot fa
'R '::'.‘-_"IF =¥
|-h
Er”
. -
7:1 b r’”b‘ﬂsg ‘::
TER n'.'N.'-N-u INEEY LN
nu---H-

ey [New e e

i.trtzun Hﬂ\ TN.::;-" ..\.:'

H\n .y (LA TLE ]
- L L |

ur'llulll;t: ‘.‘H‘-““ "

g
L]

e e b b bbb LI - -
o g L [W%a i)

WY YEAESE FWUA TR
R JRaeyynie —

Ipoesim

Rl
L}

iy -
N T F. o —

oroemn |

—
Pl

B

g T H

TIONRY BOIR™ ‘muw".*.‘mu BT TMINDInY

HOTEL SPENCER

RARATOUA ﬁﬂlr'u.'a 1 ¥

FETE

7ty e
L EFY IR

4 JET: m
A GOLDSTEIN, Stanager

S PRI M BTREn e

and BEsahvire J-B030

Ly Bl Ay

== T

wa B'E "W ';I|

S e —

| T



% 3
FORWARD —9—z2=y11"®E (541 SR

et E— — e —

YT YTYI0YN 0. 7T D LOPYY YD

IS T S vONDIND PRI (SRS
JEESETCRT RTILAR AR N INT I DN PP 0N
CERSDANDLTEEEEES DD W PN

= e —_——

e TE—— —_—— == = = = - = - .




Froay, miay @, i - rUKWARD—ID—E2"T Ne 1947 & ‘alw  tieseen

" EIRIREESE O AR s W,
L H'f- - ;1.--:3-

ey [D2ET BRI PR
er‘*“x A R sms:‘:u\? TW o e 'm;'n.(ﬁ":a_':::(* RN

: ATRTE TITY 2133 St S e m ““ NS som i '::--‘ R a s r L ut“ M e W aaee "q"u
“‘Mﬁh“-.-ﬂ\‘ L1 l,u::u-l. e - : i--.qln- » ] = ; . 1\h 1 \ ll I I- - ,_ 7 ‘ l l' u ,J jl 4 \
- - I W (T, P T |=" - 34

'H",Uhh Ko = E 55 L 2%l . HaE Tia -

o W=

.......... - oty | - O — pas Ml - s - " N H v
- . T - kit = .- g 2
e ! o Bocticd Sl Sl
LALLTEALTES o iy WA w N e — — E B
Fal e e i h\b--‘i‘: j— E— == 3]

R 2 e 13 i LHJ!? Lﬁ\ \ ‘: | 3 S S 3 e ever e Tew ak e Sk e
H-nlm '—;l-—u-. e —— e ! P Eatel mgm g :.1-_ L : o » ; d ' S e
---'; l'* \ _‘ I "—'h BEE et axpleaeniy 'Sommniy g E | e s O i ._'. - =g - - E + maps ; remgpron v - . oyl mreey

N T e e e v Tl el TR N e “mr = . ren . e 1o, mtry e
-l e N, i -
- B .
o sy
‘W eetl 2pm tifiatey smasmaiem - . -
5 —l— == —:_ .:-_
L———— = - il L '-“l-“-‘- el L LT T - ; T T
—_ - = = — - 5 : - : E : - UNLRL™Y [l e b | = R -
e b et -----—-t---— b o . vy AR e A L L U L e N
Pl i ""-' %Y ; - : . : - : B -
Eessmpsnnsban o556 Sanims . . =
PRSI W eIt peTe . |3 i : o s M e L

= I - ¥ tellr 1o = —~ - - e - - pmgm Erm : s =
B = = b val SE e K ] I LI ~ Lt - de g he - 1 SCTHITEC . ? ¥ - -
e Il S e e R e e e (e

el % - B Tha m

e L 4T 2 2 naremmaye masiermE
= R

-
= o e o os BT ] . - i T . ¥ 1 b P - ErRgaeE ey

T:‘lt‘f.ﬂ”'lw‘:ﬁ .-' 5 Y s -1 : g B Mg FINSBAME Rmaaau RS BASAYE ARiew B i
BB i nals SAMUEL A RUSIN e P - T ; - - e s i b e LA A ot T O e e O AR
D = e ROWILE = R ] i u - F= -, R

“THE JEWISH GumE" I o i s R e Ll

P Ai -r‘;_.._

L e R o v -
- — i E e . fhn  me ]
! bl W ® SIER % ATTEEE & T = o=
— T - - - - - = =
= W mags WA RGN ap TR EUE " - - - T o B ®
BT TS TR TTa IR z “ezh = " X i3 ¥ ave =
= y - - - = = - e e e
= - - - 2 - i y 4 ) . - - - -y .
= ol o, » x L= | o

— et B B . — et . i i 1 is gy e mrg———s T WER SHimaams mete mamal smmsossm semane i
..... T4 £ “=Fip-f i = teyy o . = s K S SANSSINTy b o1 jE fdi e A . fl o B e | @

e 1R 05 T T ST RED N 27 % L b R L - o .-- b = bl b (TR THRE e e ERERE AR
= & memay - .-h-. -

——————— | SFTER S : T A 130
| 'Ng -1:.\l --rn:-.\: o 4 _--u: h!" ----: ::-:..E:-“: || - _'-".' W ath ="_'r_."'{' - i ., X - .
| P g =
$250.000 | R
"NE 2N DFEEINSE R J2TTA BT OBTT "RP II Foaoe '_ ¥ 3 5 3 A u = Mp firurn mese | _ .". i A 3 :‘: =

Sarspge= Sutmm  Eagats  srmiagy sssssayy 0 il §oessia  ma g mege SESes smagegm 0 paeeaeesgs

seims oW SRMAEEVE FeeRER el Lo Tin legTRC WD IR R S R suspmeirs T S

Eh

x ¥g my memgmmems sp TUDE IS TR SRR ST 2 L iy ety rIeN o e mrmas

R et Tt

SR e -

LI -tnun- ;
Tudny, T8 P, W. 1., ;

Ladies’ Thay o= o4 o
BASTON v

lﬂﬂ'l‘!




e New Tibpa s el R, i A g WA Y B b

Palestinian Arab’s Statement to U. N. Assembly Committee
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Text of Statement Before U. N. by Dr. Abba Hillel Silver on Zionists’ Position on Palesting
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| @usstions Authority o Continus

Balkan Inquiry—Board Thare
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Ny A M. ROSENTHAL
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RUSSIANS EAGER

Gromyko Rejects U. S., British,

Chinese Thesis That Big &
Stay Off Committes

Hy NANDY MarLEXNAN
. Tmy Frw Toas Timki

LAKE SUCCESE W Y. May 8
== ndrel A, Gromyko of the Boviet
Union said todsy thay the Fig Five
abouid shoulder thelr responeDility
for Lthe [ate of Palestine through
&l siages of the United Nations
work on the problem. He srgoed
that there wan “ps justification’
fir the United Staten ilnﬁnm:hn
appoaitisn fo being Incln i=n the
pesce organiatian’s Palestine In-

ry commities

Declaring that
material interest in the Palestine
probiem wnd that the Soviet Jew
1k popal n far ad hs knew
doss not have much interest im|
immigration to Palestine. Mr

Oromyko ssid that the United Na-
topn wpald kave & belter chanoe
of reaching agresment if the Big
Fivve participated in all slages of
tha work, fram crt-fimding of

ths rendéring o

menl by the United Mations Gen-
il Assembly

The Big Five. amd aleo the Arsb
mted. should be represented th Che

Rimsia Willing ts Loin
Epeaicing in the General Assim-

by Ly - fhve rolitienl
Cpmmittes, Mr 0 makd
Rimas was ready ricipate
not snly in the United Nathons de-

wich

Upited Natiogs

woulld be based. Haé conlifiiaed!
“The Boviet on e interestsd

in the Palestin L #
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na member of the Big
BElong. mins this wpad
oheiacis 1o & [uir, Impariial report,
Warrem B Austin, the United
Brates delepats, and Bir Alemandsr
!'En".-aql of the Fnited Kingdom

“sher this preliminar
“dion and reportin
Sfr. Austin said He explamed the
United States’ position thus
“Our fear in thal GEPOENE v
and debale among the permanent
e Big Five]—if they
#perii]  Sortnille
winbd chise delay by
intrusion ofber  interesis
which are parfectly obvious here
Everytody knows about them They
are conslantly arising of merte de-
| P11 By

The Problems [nvelved

Presumably, he vwas referring
amng alber problema, 15

weloproent
mnd T
warmm=waler porte. rival af
#Fca and compelition for the
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By Bir Alsxandsr s
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o0 Y Wikl
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map shoild, be judge ia et
1 think we should be

Under 1he chbirfha ol

r p L
Lealer B Pearson of Cansds, wha
Privalaly waa reported o favaor in

clmmon of the Big Five in the Pal-
ealine inguiry commitiss the Pafi-
Lical Comittes debaled the (moys

virfaally all duy

This fa the first tUime hel &
globally representative PETIB-
Liemal Body (A coptrasl h ke

Anglo- American commiltes of in-
quiry on Falestingd has attempied
in solve Lhe question. Hence, as
delegatos debated which principles
shotlld govern selection of (the
United Nationm commities, they
R tar renidirmled ATheudiy, and
% divided the world malhemat-
trmily, algebraically, geographical-
Iy, politically and, fimally, s the
wirds of Ambassador M. Asaf All|
of lhdia, Fpedking for the Ledming.
popilations &f Asia, Broighl the
Ruman 18rme
m propossls remainsd

AR  FevOE-|
meutral™ eommit-|

5 for a

peared Af Candda, Cpecho-|
alavakin, Iran, the Netherjands |
Pera and Uragusy.  Argentina’s|
revnmmandats ior & commmiiies
ive, an Arsb lll'l.l'.l

tatrs other Lhan

# T'mited States. & Pacific
African atate and an Asis

ari] Polard s recommenita-
s for m oofmmitiss of the Rig
Five, oné Arabk state !1Tl"r'Tl.h|.'r|
Eyra 1w Latin American sl
fine Afriran oF Aninile #late, onel
wiglere Eurdpean slals snd one
rangarn K s Elale préferably|
Cpnr b vl

Mr. Oromyks farnrsd the Polish
propasal der Dhe Argantinian be-
auigs LBy formey dad far bet-
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LAKE SUCCKSS. N. Y. Noy &

The lext o the statemenl mads
for ke Jeuiah Agevry for Pales-
tine by Dr. Abba Filiel Bilver bi-
fore the Geweral Adisrdbly's Palil-
wal aud Beewrlty Commiliee ol
Frira

I shogld fike i sy i the oul
mai Thai were My, David Ban-
Gurinn, chairmam of ihe Jewish
Agency for Palestine, here this
marning, be would B making
this  statement.  DUnfortunsiely.
ihe wmreival of My, Hen-Ouirien
has boan delayed He will be
here ipmorraw, and | hope that
in the course of the delibefalicons
he will have s spportuniy 19
pRiLlelpalE BEES.

Permit me fa thank fhe Asssim-
by of the United Natlons for
granting the Jewish Agency fof
Palepiine & hearing on the Glaea-
tom which Ly before Lthis eofnsil-
tee. We are grateful for the op-
poriinity L6 MER couRssl with
yoi in the matter af sanstifuling
dbd imdtrueding & specinl comeit-
tee mf thia hody, which W ta
#udy the problem af Palsatine
snd in bring In meommensdations
for the future government of that
roaRisy, We that Gar pars
tieipaiien 8 Lhess deliberal)
will be helpful and will pove o
be & contribution o the just solw

tiam of {his Erave nlerne
probleen which this infornstlo
commuEity @ naw  ssrnestly
sreing-
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ment By Jews on 1The land' ; and
by Arpels 11 1 b Eiven & pre-
ferred mimtud b Feapect o the
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belie  wiofMd

afid
and

ths Jewish
s rly
moaly Rt
eimweribed 6
maM how be

s L Bidald
haT giidatiom Ay

¥ Edoyd Geatge, Eiven bhe

ment of Lbe patursl ¢ Palesting ﬁfn-ql Casupn

the couRtTY 107

The Jewish Agebcy. which wa “Thets would be no doabl™ he
hove  thd - hooul A TepeSeEl, | o s to what ths  Cabdmet
thevefore. Ephalid Bol marsly for S .
the arganilied Jewish sammunity hen had in thelr minds. 1L was

of Palestine, ks demoeratically
elected National Councll of Palés-
Jown, wha ara toaday tha
plaheTing vanguard in the build-

g of the Jewish matboral home)
o far the Jewiah ped

1 spen
ple of the warld, wha wre dev
& thie Risterie Mdesl, for 1 was
charped, by tha same Article &
of the mandaia, = ¥ * * In SSCUETS

nol their idea that & Jewish ststs
ehould be sat op immediately by
the pewce treafy. On the oither
Eand, it was conlemplated (hat,
wihien the Ume arrived for ageond-
Ing repressntative inetitutions fs
Palastine, if the Jeows had mean-
while respanded ta the apportn-
mity wfforded themn and Bad  Bas-
come u definits majerity of the
inhafltant nirating would

then T

i 1 Jewa whn

I..:: w-l]’;:; Im:.;,:,':lr .;, :' n | thiis becoms & Jewish edmmeon.

- . - * wrmabib

Hshment of the Jewish national The motion that Jewish imnil-

o v mpoken of “The Jewish Froior be comtimied el
=y -+ ot MawE té e ariifel reatpiefed

il “ihe Jrwish national | : . =

Roctar *lx dafaing the terma ¢ | 1% erer 16 fasurs ihat the Sews

T of & ftire of in- » kit

sierenae of the cammities o nevir entered imih tha hend of

quiry which you are te sppolnt
and in all the eomoriites's fuiure
inrestigntions, thess, in my judg-
i, should Be regurded s key
terms and basle conespiln.  They

anyepe snguged o framing ihe
pelicy That wolld havé been re-
Eairded ad opfist and as s fraod
Gn the paople to whioin wWé wird
aFpealing. '’

erms An basie
:t-';;ip - :l’,“:r Itl.:.:t?r 13:-:::;:» This samé arwwer could sl be
tion and of the mamdaie under | KTVER by Mr. Winitea Chiarchill
whirk Palestine bs, or should be. | WHO WS Wi impartant Bemobar of

mitminietered induy

To weeed witkout telatien o
theem woisld he o deioar Inis &
politieal wilderness &8 far as
Palesiine ln concsrmsd. To treal
the Palestins problem as iF 00
e ome of metely reconcillng
The differences hatween wo g
tons of the popalition pressntly
inhabiting the eounicy. or of find-
i mrumber

wauld snly comtribufs ta confu-

LIELY
Balfour Dieclarstion Ciked

Tha Balfour Declarstion, which
was [srued by His Majesty's Gov-
srTmEn. Al A T T T f declaratien
of syenpathy with Jewish Tienist
aapiration.” deciares

“Hie Majeeiy'n Dovernment view
with favor the ssriahlishment in
Pulesting of & nathons) bome for
the Jewish peoples.’

The mandais, in s pre;mble,
recogniseg  * * * the historical

| movernnsent

the (overnmant which susd the
Balfrarr Desclaratian; by Gensral
Emuls, wha was = mambsr of
the Imiperial War Cabinst mi tha
time and who foreiold an incress
ing wresm of Jewish Immigra
tion (nts Palesilee and “in gen-
erutiome to eome. & Frenl Jewish
atate Fising there nnes more’; by
Lard Mobery Ceeil. and by many
athers

npstes Woodros Wilson

American ptatesmmen sBared this
view of the Jewish nationsl home
Thum. Frestdant Wilson, oh March
&R eated. T am pereusded

that ths Allisd nations, with the |

fulbrat reence &f our own
and  praadgls,
Agreed 1 in Palsstine whall ba
iaid the Tramdations of & Jewish
eommonwraith

That the Gevermmenl of the
United Bimies does nnl pow cob-
wider the Jewish national home
a8 already sdtabliabed o cleasly

romnecibn of the Jewish people | stated m the letter of Preaident
with Pabsstine™ Bosd = * * * tha | Truman fo King Iha Sagd of
grounds  for reconsiiiuiing' -1 | Bandi Arsbis, dated Oct. 29, 1544

call your attenlion To (he word
reconmituting'’ — “Iheir patlonal
homa in that couptry .’

Thoss (niermational oamemit-
mepin of & guarter &f & cefbury
ugn, which fromn (Rhe res-

agnition of historic rights and
pressni neada, and wpan which
s mich has alrendy besr by
i Palesiins by ths Jewink ;u-
phe, canmel mow be eresed. You

He wime

“The Gprerpment and  peopls
of the U'nites] Simies haves glven
support 16 the soncept of the
Jewish national home in Pales-
tins pver sircs the tarmination of
iha flrs: World War, which
wmifled in ihe Treslng of & largs
area of ths Near Kas. mcluding
Paisstine. and the sstablishment
ol inde prrdess

alatea wikie af
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BL ATTive

recammendation
fsture gEeverament of
ogiral. 1 fear. 1o the

Bl study of tha presant Govern-
mant o discover whal was faulty
im the present adminisiration

wha! neglect and What deviations
seenrred to have hroaght abolt &
eandition so dongemoas and .-
ploatve &s [0 necesslitate the oab-
voking of a special sewsion af e
United Mations tn daal with i

I believe that the committes of
inguiry should most cerininly visil
Palantine. Wrilten docomenis aie
important. byt infbiisly more ne
sireckive are ibe Dwving dood-
ments, 1h8 viajkls teslimony of
eraative aftors and achisvement

In Malewtims. Lhey mre whal
ihe Jewinly people, Fnapioed Wy Che
Bops of reconsiituting ithiz M

tional hamme after the long weary
centigries &f their homelesafioss
and relying wpoa the hador afd
the pledged word of the worid
eammmuncty . han achisved 0 & few
aleri vedry afslnsl greal odds
and  sramingly (Aeurmaonishle
nandbosps
The (el WAS FRATTNOE = -
tralied hands, madequats medns.
overwhelming difficultive. Ths
land was stripped And poor, neg-
lected through the centuries,
the pericd of bullding look place
heri wenan twe dlaastrdus world wars
when European Jewry was shal.
tered mnd impoverished  Never-
(LT pecord of planssring
wehlevemant of the Jewiah pecple
in Palesiine has recaived fha ae-
elaim of the enmtire world. Arnd
what was bullt there with socisl
vision and high human (desism
ke proved o hlsswing, we bsliave,
mol oaly to the Jews of Pulesting
but fa ihs Ambs and o other
pon-Jewish communities ss wall
That the relurs of the Jews ta
Paleutine would prove
nol only (0 ihemsslves bul alss
1o thilt Arabh neighbors was en-
| visaged hy the Emir Feiml, who
was & greal lsader of the Arab
peopies, at The Peace Conlesence
folbowing the [tret World War
On March ¥ 1818, he wpnis
W Arabs loak with ihe desp-
ool sympalhy om the Tiomisd
movemant, Char depuiation here
im Paris ks v acquminted with
the propesals seboitted yaatar
day by the Zlopket orEaniestion 10
the Pesce Conference and wa ré
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courts and the Federal courts. My only ob-
jection to legislative proposals on this point
Is that they would set labor unions apart
from everyone else and from every kind of
organization in the country. This is accom-
plished by allowing suits in Federal court,
regardless of the amount in controversy and
In defiance of the constitutional provisions
that jurisdiction of such private suits in
Federal courts shall be limited to those con-
troversies in which there s a diversity of
citizenship between the parties.

Concerning the vital subject of mediation,
I am definitely against the creation of a
mediation board because I do not- believe
that device will promote industrial peace.
Here are some of the reasons for my con-
clusion.

The creation of such a board is hound to
interfere with and disrupt not only the volun-
tary mediation of the Conciliation Service,
but a much larger area of successiul col-
lective bargaining between management and
labor. This would tend to undermine that
broad foundation which the twentieth-
century fund report finds so essential for our
economic well-being and for the cause of in-
dustrial peace. "

Given a mediation board, both sides would
tend to ecarry Important issues straight to
the board without making any real effort
to reach a voluntary agreement among
themselves, We saw this perfectly matural
human tendency at work during the war.
Time and time again, real negotiations be-
tween the parties practically came to a stand-
still, while the principals got ready for the
big show in Washington.

Those who know the work of the Con-
ciliatlon Bervice realize that last year our
Commissioners alded in the peaceful settle-
ment of 13,000 Industrial disputes. What's
more, in 9 cases out of 10 where commis-
sloners were called in before work had halted,
no stoppage occurred. Last year our con-
ciliators also helped to settle 3.400 strikes.
Nearly two-thirds of these had begun before
egither side called upon the Concilintion
Bervice.

In my view, we would be very ill-advised to
upset or bypass this highly useful machinery
through the establishment of a mediation
board.

And now a word or two about compulsory
arbitration. To a good many people this
looks like an easy answer to the strike prob-
lem. But they overlook the fact that if
compulsory arbitration s to succeed in elim-
inating walk-outs and lock-outs, It must at
the same time abolish or restrict the right
to contract,

Thus the principle of compulsory arbitra-
tlon does viclence to our whole Anglo-Saxon
concept of law, For it must be realized that
if an arbitrator writes a contract which
through s wage increase or any other pro-
vislon, Increases the cost to the employer,
it will then become necessary for the arbi-
trator or some Government agency to look
into or determine what the manufacturer
may charge for his product. There s no es-
caping this chain of events.

That Is why both labor and management
are 50 opposed to such controls. They know
that we cannot preserve our free sconomy if
Government is to dictate the terms of labor-
management agreements. BSuch a process
does not lend itself to a little compulsion—
it forecasts the end of freedom to contract,

Ten years have passéd since the Bupreme
Court upheld the constitutionality of the
Wagner Act. During that period the ranks
of organized labor have increased very rap-
idiy—management attitudes have changed
and are still changing. Since the Wagner Act
was passed, in 1935, a great body of law has
developed In interpreting the act and its
meaning. To a considerable degree the pro-
vistons of this act have influenced the course
of collective bargaining itself, as well as the
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pattern of union recrultment. Thus it Is
very difficult to know just how extensive or
destructlve any given change might prove
to be.

‘For that reason I have repeatedly urged
the Congress to make this matter the sub-
ject of a special study by s commission, a8
President Truman recommended in his state
of the Union message.

And I would strongly recommend that such
a study concern itself with the basic causes
of labor disputes and Industrial peace. Nat-
urally I would recommend the kind of ap-
proach that is geared to today's reality and
tomorrow's potentiality. I would look for-
ward to the goal which the people of this
Nation seek—secure abundance In a world at
peace,

Soldiers’ Cemeteries Overseas

EXTENSION OF REMARES

HON. OWEN BREWSTER

OF MATNE
IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES

Friday, May 16 (legislative day of
Monday, April 21), 1947

Mr. EREWSTER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent to have printed in
the Appendix of the Recorp an editorial
entitled “Visits to Our Dead,"” published
in today's Washington Post. The edito-
rial deals with the situation in regard
to our cemeteries overseas.

There being no objection, the editorial
was ordered to be printed in the RECORD,
as follows:

VISITS TO OUR DEAD

There iz something sacrileglous. almost
ghoulish, about the practice now going on
of disintering our war dead and shipping
them back to this country for reburial. We
are glad that President Truman has sug-
gested an alternative to this painful process
in the form of overseas pilgrimages for next
of kin. The President's proposal is similar
to the procedure advocated editorially by
this newspaper on March 13. Mr., Truman
expressed aptly the essentlally humanitarian
and equalitarian conslderations (nvolved.

AT feel sure,” he said, “that if they could see

for themselves the care wiiich is devoted to
the graves of those who died in the First
World War, and to the temporary cemeteriesa
in which their own dead lie buried today,
many of the next of kin would prefer that
their loved ones should rest forever in the
countries where they fell.™

Congress has appropriated $210.000.000, or
approximately #710 per body, for return of
war dend to the United Btates. We do not
advocate repesl of this measure, since the
process 18 already under way, Possibly there
are some families to whom the move would
be comforting though the renewed grief adds
a masochistic note. We do think, however,
that from the standpoint of thelr own even=
tual satisfaction, next of kin ought to be per-
mitted the alternative of an overseas visit
to the graves, We hope, therefore, that Con-
gress will adopt a plan simlilar to that con-
tained in & bill introduced by Representative
Bt. George to make such pllgrimages possible,
much In the same way that Government aid
was provided for such trips after World War
I. Indeed, it is too bad that relatives cannot
first make the trips to the neat and inspiring
cemeteriea where our war dead rest with
thelr comrades, and then decide whether
they wish the bodies returned. If this were
the case, we are confident that the over-
whelming sentiment would be for leaving
the graves undesecrated.
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The Senator Who Walks Alone
EXTENSION OF REMARES

HON. W. LEE O’'DANIEL

OF TEXAS
IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES

Friday, May 16 (legislative day of
Monday, April 21), 1947

Mr. ODANIEL. Mr, President, I ask
unanimous consent to have printed in
the Appendix of the Recorp an editorial
entitled *“The Senator Who Walks
Alone,” written by Robert W. Akers, edi-
tor of the Beaumont (Tex.) Enterprise,
and published in the Enterprise of the
issue of May 9, 1947,

There being no objection, the editorial
was ordered to be printed in the Recorp,
as lollows:

THE BENATOR WHD WALKS ALONE
{(By Robert W, Akers, editor, the Eftterprise)

The Texans In Washington stick together—
Congressmen, newspaper correspondents,
Government officials, Any gathering that
calls for the presence of the Lone Star dele-
gation finds them all there, all, that s, ex-
cept 'W. LEg O'DANIEL,

The capltal Texas colony now takes this
sltuation for grantsd. To & visitor who in-
guires, as I did last month, “Where's Sen-
ator O'Danten?”, the reply Is a shrug, o
hastily spoken, “Oh, he never comes to these
things.” a change of subjeot.

Just when this situation started, 1 don't
know, but 1 judged it must not have been
long after the junior United States Sena-
tor arrlved in Washington in 1941. It ap-
pears the rest of the Texans in Congress
guickly concluded he didn't care to “play
ball” with them, politically speaking,

It also appears cutwardly that this inter-
preiation is all right with Mr. O'Danier, He
goes his own way and votes his own way. In
a large proportion of instances his vote is not
cast with that of the Democratic regulars,
those who go along with the administration
leadership.

These differences of opinion have put
O'DamieLl on the back row as far as Federal
appointments in the Btate are concerned,
And that, in turn, has led to the recently ex-
hibited antagonism between O'DANIEL and
Senator CowmaLLy, long-time party wheel-
horse, who gets flret cholce in patronage
declistons.

It also means that when delegations come
to Washington seeking assistance on Federal
matters they head for Senator CoNNALLY'S
office. The senior Senator's long and loyal
service as a Democratlc Member of Congress
has made him a man of great influence,

In 1948 O'DANIEL Will ask reelection and
that campaign is likely to be the most eritical
test ever faced by this unorthodox politiclan,
who has never yet lost a vote contest,

O'Damier’'s political career has been con-
tradictory. He goes after votes on g mass ap-
peal basls—music, entertalnment, shirt-
sleeved appearances before the crowd, de-
mands for benefits for the old folks, fiery de-
nunciations that bring the familiar ery, “Pour
it on "em, Pappy."

In the Senate, however, he votes like a
sound, comservative businessman—which is
what he is, in fact. His legislative decislons
have obviously been mode on & basls of per-
sofinl conviction and not on party regularity.
Because he is a conservative businessman, by
background, those personal convictlons have
been, time after time, contrary to Democratic,
especially New Deal, policies. He is with the
Republicans on many an issue,

A great many Texas businessmen, lifelong
Democrats though they are, will say unhesi-
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tatingly, “ODanmrL’s dolng a good job up
there. He has o common-sense attitude and
he votes his personal beliefs."

So 1948 will bring a dramatic show-fown,
Will Texans, traditionally insistent upon
Democratic regularity, return for another &
years a Senator who has pald scant atten-
tion to party policies? An O'Daniel victory
would be not only a tribute to his personal
popularity but an acceptance of senatorial
representation that deviates from the strict
party line,

Opposing the junlor Senator are expected
to be Coke Stevenson, slfo an economic con-
servative, and Lynpom JoHNsOoN, who came
within a hair's breadth of defeating O'DANIEL
in = special senatorial election in 1941,
JoHKBON, who represents the Austin district
In Congress, has strengthened his Btate-
wide political fences since his return Irom
war service and cbviously hopes to move
forward.

State-wide polls indlcate that O'DaNiEL
has lost much strength since he won by a
comiortable margin over James V. Allred in
the regular election of 1943,

The Senator says he is not worried by
straw votes: that he is confident of reelec-
tion when the balloting really counts, and he
continues to be the Senator who walks
alone. He is out of the Republican councils,
because he 1s a Democrat, and he is out of
the Democratic councils because of an ag-
gressively independent attitude.

Do I think he’ll be reelected in 10487 I
wouldn't even guess now. But, just om a
basis of his perfect electlon-winning record,
I certainly wouldn't bet agalnst him,

The Palestine Problem

EXTENSION OF REMARKS

il .
HON. J. HOWARD McGRATH

OF RHODE ISLAND
IN THE EENATE OF THE UNITED STATES

Friday, May 16 (legislative day of
Monday, April 21), 1947

Mr. McGRATH. Mr. President, at the
recent special session of the United Na-
tions General Assembly called to consider
the Palestine problem, three splendid
statements werc made by the spokesmen
for the Jewish people.

These arguments, presented by Dr.

Abba Hillel Silver, of Cleveland, president
of the American section of the Jewish
Agency for Palestine; by Mr. Moshe
Shertok, head of the political depart-
ment of the agency and by Mr. David
Ben-Gurion, the chairman of the execu-
tive committee of the Jewish Agency, set
forth fully the historic right and justifi-
cation of the Jewish people to establish
& homeland and a Jewish state in Pales-
tine,
The three statements comprise 8 mag«
nificent presentation of the Jewish case
and a _splendid review of the historic
American support of this great cause,

I commend these statements to the
attention of all fair-minded people in-
terested in a just solution of one of the
world’s most pressing problems, and I
request their publications In the Con-
GRESSIONAL REcomrp for the information
of the Congress and the country.

Inasmuch as the statements are
greater in extent than is permitted under
the rule, I have secured from the Public
Printer an estimate of the cost of print-
ing them, which will be $426.
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There being no objection, the state-
ments were ordered to be printed in the
Recorp, as follows:

BraTeMENT BY DR, Anis Hive, Sover, May
B, 1847

I should like to say at the outset that were
Mr. David Ben-Gurion, chairman of the
Jewlish Agency for Palestine, here this morn-
ing, he would be making this statement.
Unfortunately, the arrival of Mr. Ben-Gurion
has been delaved. He will be here tomorrow,
and I hope that In the course of the delibera-
tions he will have an opportunity to particl-
pate here. -

Permit me to thank the Assembly of the
United Nations for granting the Jewish
Agency for Palestine a hearing on the ques-
tion which Is before this committee. We are
grateful for the opportunity to take counsel
with you in the matter of constituting and
instructing a special committee of this body,
which iz to study the problemn of Palestine
and to bring In recommendations for the
future government of that country. We
trust that our participation in these de-
liberations will be helpful and will prove to
beé a contribution to the just solution of this
grave International problem which this in-
ternational community s now earnestly
seeking. =

Buch a sucessful solution will prove a
blessing not only to Palestine and to all Its
inhabitants, to the Jewish people, to the
cause of world peace, but 1t will also enhance
the moral authority and prestige of this
great organization for world justice and
peace upon which so many high hopes of
mankind now rest.

FLEASED OVER OUTLOOK

We are pleased that the Palestine problem
will now be reviewed by an international
body and that the thought and consclence
of mankind will now be brought to bear on a
gituation which heretofore, and for some
years now, has been made extremely diffi-
cult by unilatera! action and by decisions
made, presumably within the terms of a
mandatory trust, but actually without the
sanction or supervision of the international
body which established that trust and which
defined both its limits and its purposes,

The administration of Palestine has, since
the outbreak of the war, been conducted by
the mandatory powers as If 1t were vested
with the soverelgnty of Palestine; whereas it
s nssumed to administer that eountry, of
which 1t was not the sovereign. as a trustee
for carrying out the purposes of the mandate,
which clearly deflned its rights and its obli-
gations,

The problem of Palestine Is, of.course, of
paramount importance to the Jewish people
and that fact, I take it, motivated the Gen-
eral Assembly of the United Nations to extend

an invitation to the Jewish agency of Pales-~

tine to present its views. We thank all those
who so warmly urged our admission for thelr
good will and thelr gallant action. The Jew-
ish agency, you will recall, is recognized in
the mandate for Palestine as a public body
authorized to speak and act on behalf of the
Jewish people in and out of Palestine in
matters affecting the establishment of the
Jewish national home.

It 1= the only recognized public body In
the mandate. It is recognized as such, to
quote article 4, “* * * for the purpose of
advising and cooperating with the adminis-
tration of Palestine in such economic, social,
and other matters as may affect the estab-
lishment of the Jewish national home and
the interests of the Jewish population in Pal-
estine and, subject always 4o the control of
the administration, to asslst and take part
in the development of the country.”

Under article 8, the Jewish agency is en-
titled further to cooperate with the admin-
istration in permitting “* * * close set-
tlement by Jews on the land"; and, by article
11, it is given a preferred status in respect
to the construction end operation of publia
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works and the development of the natural
resources of the country.

The Jewish agency, which we have the
honor to represent, therefore, speaks not
merely for the organized Jewish community
of Palestine, the democratically elected Na-
tional Council of Palestine Jews, who are to-
day the pioneering vanguard in the bulld-
Ing of the Jewlsh national home; it speaks
also for the Jewish people of the world, who
are devoted to this historic ldeal, for it was
charged, by the same article 4 of the man-
date, “* * * 1o secure the cooperation of
all Jews who are willing to assist in the estab-
lHshment of the Jewish natlonal home.™

I have spoken of “the Jewish people” and
#*the Jewish national home.” In defining the
terms of reference of the committee of in-
guiry which you are to appoint, and In all
the committee’s future investigations, these,
in my judgment, should be regarded as Key
terms and basic concepts. They were the Key
terms and the basic concepts of the Balfour
Declaration and of the mandate under which
Palestine is, or should be, administered
today.

To proceed without relation to them would
be to detour into & pdlitical wilderness as far
as Palestine Is concerned. To treat the Pal-
estine problem as if It were one of merely
reconciling the differences between two sec-
tions of the population preSently Inhabliting
the country, or of finding a haven for a cer-
tain number of refugees and displaced per-
sons, would only contribute to confusion,

BALFOUR DECLARATION CITED

The Balfour Declaration, which was issued
by Hiz Majesty's Government as s “* * *
declaration of sympathy with Jewish Zionist
aspiration,” declares:

“His Majesty's Government view with
favor the establishment in Palestine of &
national home for the Jewish pecple.”

The mandate, In Its preamble, recognizes
“s = * the historieal connection of the
Jewizh people with Palestine" and “* * »
the grounds for reconstituting”—I eall your
attention to the word “reconstituting"—
“their naticnal home In that country.”

Those International commitments of a
quarter of a century ago, which flowed from
the recognition of historic rights and present
needs, and upon which so much has already
been bullt In Palestine by the Jewlsh people,
cannot now be erased. You eannot turn
back the hands of the clock of history,

Certainly, the United Nations, puided by
its great principle, proclaimed in its Charter,
“to establish conditions under which justice
and respect for the obligations arising from
treaties and other sources of International
law con be maintained,” can never sanctlon
:ha violation of treaties and of International
RW,

Having this and similar situations in mind,
B specific provision, you will recall, was writ-
ten into the chapter of the Charter of the
United Natlons which deals with territories
which might become trusteeship territorles,
and which I8 therefore especially applicable
to territories mow under mandate. This ls
article 80 of the Charter, which rends:

“Except as may be agreed upon In Indl-
vidual trusteeship agreements, made under
articles T7, 79, and 81, placing each territory
under the trusteeship system, and until such
agreements have been concluded, nothing
in this chapter shall be construed In or of
itself to niter in aAny manner the rights
whatspever of any states or any peoples or
the terms of existing international Instru-
ments, to which members of the United Na-
tions may respectively be parties.”

It is the perspective of your committee of
inquiry on the entire problem which, In our
judgment, will prove decisive. It will give
direction and will greatly expedite its work,
and its conclusions will prove of construc-
tive significance, If 1t will keep the proper
perspective always in view,

A generation ago the International coms
munity of the world, of which the United
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Natlons today Is the political and spiritual
heir, decreed that the Jewish people should
be given the right, long denled, and the op-
portunity to reconstitute thelr national
home in Palestine, That national home 1s
still in the making: it has not yet been fully
established. No international community
has eanceled or even guestioned that right.
The mandatory power, which was entrusted
with the obligation to safeguard the oppor-
tunity for the continuous growth and de-
velopment of the Jewish national home. has
unfortunately in recent years grievously in-
terfered with and circumseribed it, That
apportunity must now be fully restored.

When will the Jewish national home be
an accomplished fact? The answer to that
guestion gmay well be given by the man who
was Prime Minister of Great Britain at the
time when the Balfour Declaration was is-
sued. I am guoting the testimony of Mr.
Lloyd George, glven before the Palestine
Royal Commission in 1837:

“There would be no doubt,” he said, “as
to what the Cabinet then had in their minds.
It was not their idea that a Jewish state
should be set up Immediately by the peace
treaty. Om the other hand, it was contem-
plated that, when the time arrived for ac-
cording representative institutions to Pales-
tine, if the Jews had meanwhile responded to
the opportunity afforded them and had be-
come a definite majority of the inhabitants,
then Palestine would thus become a Jewish
commonwealth.”

“The notion that Jewish Immigration,” he
continued, “would have to be artificially re-
stricted In order to insure that the Jews
would be a permanent minority, never en-
tered Into the head o anyone engaged in
framing the policy. That would have been
regarded as unjust and as a fraud on the
people to whom we were appealing.”

This same answer could also be given by
Mr., Winston Churchill, who was an lmpor-
tant member of the Government which 1s-
sued the Balfour Declaration; by General
Bmuts, who was a member of the Imperial
War Cabinet at the time and who foretold
an Increasing stream of Jewish Immigration
into Palestine and “in generations to come,
a great Jewish state rising there once more™;
by Lord Robert Cecll, and by many others.

QUOTES WOODROW WILSON

American statesmen shared this view of
the Jewish national home. Thus, President
Wilson, on March 3, 1919, stated: “I am per-
suaded that the Allled nations, with the
fullest concurrence of our own Covernment
and people, are agreed that In Palestine shall
be laid the foundations of a Jewish com-
monwealth.”

That the Government of the United States
does not now consider the Jewish national
home as already established is clearly stated
in the letter of President Truman to King
Ibn Saud, of Saudi Arabla, dated October 29,
1946. He wrote:

“The Government and people of the United
States have given support to the concept of
the Jewish national home in Palestine ever
since the termination of the First World
War, which resulted in the freeing of a large
area of the Near East, including Palestine,
and the establishment of a number of in-
dependent Btates which are now members of
the United Nations.™

“The United States,” wrote Presldent Tru-
man, “which contributed its blood and re-
gources to the winning of that war, could
not divest itself of a certain responsibllity
for the manner in which the freed territories
were disposed of or for the fate of the peoples
liberated at that time. It took the position,

to whichk it still adheres, that these people
should be prepared for seli-government, and
also that a national home for the Jewlsh peo-
ple should be established In Palestine,

*I am happy to note,” declared the Presl-
dent, "that most of the liberated pecples are
now cltizens of independent countries. The
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Jewlsh natlonal home, however, has not as yet
been fully developed.™

It should, of course, be clear—and I regret
that statements made by certain representa-
tives In recent days have tended to confuse
what shoul ' be clear—that when we speak of
a Jewish state, we do not have in mind any
racial state or any theocratic state, but one
which will be based upon full equality and
rights for all Inhabitants without distinction
of religion or race end without domination
or subjugation. What we have in mind by
the Jewish state is most succinctly stated
in a resolution adopted by the British Labor
Party in 1945—now represented by the pres-
ent Government of the United Kingdom,
which requested this special session of the
United Nations. I am quoting:

“Here we halted halfway, irresolutely be-
tween conilicting policles. But there is surely
neither hope nor meaning in a Jewish na-
tional home unless we are prepared to let
the Jews, if they wish, enter this tiny land
in such numbers &8s to become a majority.
There was a strong case for this before the
war, and there Is an irresistible case for it
nw'll

When your committee of ingulry will
come to consider proposals for the future
government of Palestine, this Inescapable
and irreducible factor—the International
obligation to insure the continuous develop-
ment of the Jewish national home—should
be kept, in our judgment, constantly in
mind. I belleve it would be extremely help-
ful to the committee of Inguiry if the man-
datory government would present the ac-
count of Its stewardship of the Palestine
mandate to it rather than walt for the next
pssembly of the United Natlons. It would
assist the committee in thinking through
the problem and at arriving at helpiul rec-
ommendations for the futurs government of
Palestine.

It is illogical, I fear, to ask the committee
of inguiry to consider the future govern-
ment of Palestine without first making a
thorough study of the present government
to discover what was faulty in the present
administration, what neglect and what de-
viations occurred to have brought sbout &
condition so dangerous and explosive as to
necessitate the convoking of a special ses-
glon of the United Nations to deal with it.

1 believe that the committee of inquiry
should most certainly visit Palestine, Writ-
ten documents are important, but infinitely
more Instructive are the living documents,
the visible testimony of creative effort and
achievement. In Palestine they will see
what the Jewish people, inspired by the hope
of reconstituting this national home after
the long weary centuries of their homeless-
ness, and relying upon the honor and the
pledged word of the world community, has
achleved In a few short years against great
odds and seemingly Insurmountable handi-
caps,

The task was engrmous—untrained hands,
inadequate means, overwhelming difficulties,
The land was stripped and poor, neglected
through the centuries. And tne period of
bullding took place between two disastrous
world wars when European Jewry was shat-
tered and impoverished. Nevertheless, the
record of ploneering achievement of the
Jewish people In Palestine has recelved the
acclaim of the entire world. And what was
built there with social vision and high hu-
man idealism has proved a blessing, we be-
lieve, not only to the Jews of Palestine but
to the Arabs and to other non-Jewish com-
munities as well. .

That the return of the Jews to Palestine
would prove a blessing not only to thems-
selves but also to thelr Arab neighbors was
envizaged by the Emir Felsal, who was a
great leader of the Arab peoples, at the
Peace Conference following the First World
War. On March §, 1919, he wrote:

“We Arabs loock with the deepest sympathy
on the Zionist movement. Our deputation

A2459

here in Paris is fully acquainted with the pro-
posals submitted yesterday by the Zioniss
organlzation to the Peace Conference, and
we regard them as moderate and proper. We
will do our best, iInsofar as We are concerned,
to help them through. We will wish the
Jews a most hearty welcome home. I look
forward, and my people with me look for-
ward, to a future in which we will help you,
and you will help us, so that the countries
in which we are mutually interested may
once again take thelr places in the commu-
nity of civilized peoples of the world.”

Your committee of Inquiry will conclude,
we are confident, that if allowed to develop
uninterruptedly the standards of life which
have been developed in Palestine, the con-
cepts of social justice and the modern sclén-
tific method will serve as a great stimulus
to the rebirth and progress of the entire
Near East with which Palestine and with
which the destinies of the Jewish natlonal
home are naturally bound up.

- Your committee of inguiry should also con-
sider the potentialities of the country, which,
if properly developed, can, according to the
expert testimony of those most qualified to
speak on the subject, sustain a population
much greater than the present one. Many
maore projects which will result in great eco-
nomic and social improvement, not alone in
Palestine but in all the neighboring coun-
tries, are awaliting development pending a
satisfactory political solution,

WOULD INVESTIGATE VIOLEMCE

The committee of inguiry should, while in
Palestine, also look into the real, the funda-
mental cguses of the tragic unrest and vio-
lence which today mar the life of the Holy
Land to which our Jewish ploneers came,
not with weapons but with tools. They will
inguire, I am sure, why a peace-loving com-
munity, whose sole interest was in bullding
a peaceful home and future for themselves
and their children, is being driven to the
pitch of resentment and tension and lamen-
tably driving some of its members Lo actions
which we all deplore.

They will ask themselves, I am sure, why
shiploads of helpless Jewish refugees—men,
women, and children who have been through
all the hells of Nazl Europe—are being driven
away from the shores of the Jewlsh national
home by a mandatory government which as-
sumed, a8 its prime obligation, to facilitate
Jewish immigration into that country.

They will also Investigate, I hope, how the
mandatory government Is carrying out an-
other of its obligations, which was to encour-
age also settlement of the Jews on the land:
when, in actual practice, it is today severely
restricting free Jewish settlement to an area
less than 6 percent of that tiny country, and
is enforcing today In the Jewish natlonal
home diseriminatory racial laws which the
mandate, as well as the Charter of the United
Nations, severely condemns.

By way of digression let It be sald—If it
need be said at all—that we are not engaged
nor shall we be engaged in any criticlsm or
condemnation of the people of the United
Kingdom. We have no gquarrel with them.
On the contrary, we have the highest regard
and admiration for that people and for ita
monumental contributions to democratic
civilization; and we shall never forget that it
was the United Eingdom which, first among
the nations, gave recognition to the natlonal
aspirations of the Jewish people. It is only
a wrong and unjustifiable policy which eon-
tradicts and tends to defeat the far-visloned
British statesmanship of earlier years which
we condemn,

We hope most earnestly that the Commite
tee of Inquiry will also visit the displaced
persons camps in Europe and see with their
own eyes the appalling human tragedy which
mankind is permitting to continue unabated
2 years—it I8 exactly 2 years today since
VE-day—after the close of the war In which
the Jewish people was the ‘greatest suflerer.
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While committees of Investigation and
study are reporting on their sad plight, and
while intergovernmental discussions and ne-=
gotiations are going on, these war-ravaged
men and women are languishing in their
misery, still waiting for salvation. They ask
for the bread of escape and hope; they are
glven the stone of inquiries and Investiga-
tions, Their maorale {8 slumping terribly. A
spiritual deterioration, I am afraid, is seiting
in among them, It is only the hope that to-
morrow — pérhaps  tomorrow — redemption
may come that keepsdtheir spirit from break-
ing utterly.

Most of themn are desperately eager to go
to the Jewlsh national home. I hope that
the consclence of mankind, speaking through
you and through your committee of inguiry,
will make It possible for these weary men
and women to find peace at last and healing
in the land of their fondest hopes, and that
their liberation will not be delayed until
the report of the committee Is finally made
and the action of the Assembly iz finally
taken, but that, pending ultimate declisions
and implementations, these unfortunate
people will be permltted forthwith to mi-
grate In substantial numbers to Palestine.

There is a desperate urgency about this
tragle human problem, my Ifriends, which
brooks no delay. An immediate relaxation of
the restrictive measures on immigration into
Palestine and a return to the status which

prevalled before the white paper policy of

19390 was Imposed will not only be n boon
to these suffering humans, but will greatly
relieve the present menacing tensions in
Palestine, will wash out much of the bitter-
ness and will enable the deliberations of your
commitiee of inquiry and of the next Assem-
bly to be carried on in & calmer spirit, In an
atmosphere of moderation and good will,
We are all enger for peace. We must all make
& coniribution to achieve it. But the deci-
sive contribution can only be made by the
mandatory government,

I hope that I have not abused your pa-
tience, Mr. Chairman, and the patience of
the representatives of the Unlted Nations
here assembled. Permit me to conclude
with this observation:

The Jewish people place great hope upon
the outcome of the deliberations of this
great body. It has faith in its collective
. sense of justice and fairness and in the high
ideals which Inspire 1t. We are an anclent
people, and though we have often, on the
long, hard road which we have traveled, been
distllusioned, we have never been disheart-
ened. We have never lost faith In the sov-
ereignty and the ultimate triumph of great
moral principles.

In these last tragle years, when the whaole
household of Isrnel became one great hostelry
of pain, we could not have built what we
did build had we not preserved our un-
shakable trust in the victory of truth. It is
in that strong falth and hope that we wish
to cooperate with you In this task which you
have undertaken.

The Jewish people belongs In this society
of natlons, Surely the Jewish people Is no
less deserving than other peoples whose na-
tional freedom and independence have been
established and whose representatives are
now seated here. The Jewish people were
your allies in the war and joined their sac-
riflces to yours to achieve a common victory.
The representatives of the Jewish people of
Palestine should sit in your midst. The
representatives of the people and of the land
which gave to mankind spiritual and ethi-
cal values inspiring human personalities and
sacred texts which are your treasured pos-
sesslons—we hope that that people, now re-
bullding again its national life In its anclent
homeland, will be welcomed before long by
you to this noble fellowship of the United
Natlons.
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BETATEMENT BY MoSHE SHEnTor, May 13, 1847

I am here to reply to the questions which
were put to Dr. Bilver after the conclusion
of his address to the committes, In so do-
ing, I hope I may be permitted also to clear
up some of the underlying lssues, in order
to bring out the meaning of my replies a
little more clearly.

I would begin with a questlion asked by
the representative of Poland as to the or-
ganization, composition and functions of the
Jewish Agency for Palestine. In the man-
date, It was the Zionist organization which
wis recognized as the Jewish mgency, with
powers to hdvise and cooperate with the
mandatory administration in matters con-
cerning the Jewish national home and to
take part In the countiry's development.

At the time, the World Zionist Organiza-
tion, founded 50 years ago, was already 25
years old. Subsequently, certain non-Zionist
groups joined In forming an enlarged Jew-
ish agency, but the Zlonist organization has
remained the main driving force. The World
Zionist Organization has today local organi-
gationg in more than 60 countries—with a
few exceptifins, In every country where
Jews live.

Within the Zionist movement, as In any
democratically organized society, there are
parties: the labor_ party and other labor
groups, the center or general Zionists, the
Mizrachi or the orthodox religious Zionists,
and the revisionists. This party division is
reflected In our congresses, which are held
once in every 2 years after a general election
in all countries. The congress elects our ex-
ecutive, the present executive was elected
by the 360 delegates to the twenty-second
Zionist congress in Basle last December, who,
in turn, were elected by nearly 2,000,000 Zion-
1st voters throughout the world. The execu-
tive has headquarters In Jerusalem and
branches with resident members in New York,

‘Londomn, and Parls,

AUENCY'S DUTIES OUTLINED

Two things must be stressed. First, the
agency is the spokesman, not merely of Jews
already settled In Palestine but of all Jews
throughout the world who are devoted to
the idea of the Jewish national home. The
entire Jewish people, 1 might say, hold the
Jewish agency responsible for the success of
that great enterprise. Secondly, the agency
is not merely an organ of national representa-
tion, but an instrument of nation-bullding,
an institution of immigration, development,
and eettlement, It mobilizes the energles
and resources of our people for national re-
construction, and in Palestine [t directs
large-scale practical development work.

It has been responsible for bringing hun-
dreds of thousands of Jews to Palestine and
settling them there. 1t has carried out an
extensive program of s.ttlement on the land.
It has stimulated major industrial develop-
ment, It has supplied guldance and coordl-
nation to the vast volume of free initlative
and enterprise in the work of Jewlsh set-
tlement, ©Our Jerusalem headquarteérs Is
divided Into departments: political, financial,
immigration, agricultural settlement, trade
and industry, labor, etc.

During the war the Jewish agency acted,
in n way, as & recrulting authority. It mo-
bilized the Jewish war effort in Palestine in
the cause af the Uniled Natlons., It has sup-
plied 33,000 volunteers for armed service
within the British forces. They defended
Palestine, served In most middle eastern
countries and fought in the campalgns of
Africa and Europe. All Industrial, technieal,
and sclentific resources of Jewish Palestine
were harnessed to the war elfort.

Bo much for the Jewish agency as such.
Politically, its primary function has been

to uphold and defend Jewish rights under
the mandate. lmmigration is the erux of the
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problem and several of the questions put to
Dr, Silver bear on that issue. In snswerlng
these guestions, I must make one basic
point clear by way of background.

If it 1s granted that the Jewish people are
in Palestine as of right, then all the implica-
tions and corollaries of that premise must
be accepted. The foremost s that Jews
must be allowed to resettle In Palestine In
unlimited numbers, provided only they do
not displace or worsen the lot of the exist-
ing inhabitants who are also there as of
right. If that basic premise {8 not granted,
then there Is very little to discuss.

It may sound gquite plausible to argue
that ¥ the right of the Jews to return
to Palestine is admittéed on the grounds of
ancient history, then the whole map of
the world would have to be remade and
chaos would ensue. But does the guestion
really arise? Do the descendants of the
Romans, for example, claim entry into Eng-
land? Do they need England? Does their
future, their very existence, depend on set-
tling there? Or do the Arabs, for that matter,
press to return to Andalusla in Spain? Is It
a matter of life and death for them? The
analogy I8 fallacious and misleading.

JEWISH POSITION UNIQUE

The great historie phenomenon of the
Jewish return to Palestine 18 unique because
the position of the Jewish people as a home-
less people, and yet attached with an un-
breakable tenaclty to its birthplace, 1s
unique. It Is that phenomenon that has
made the problem of Palestine an lssue in
International affairs, and no similar issue
has ever arisen.

Were It not for the presence in Palestine
today of over 800,000 Jews who refuse to be
left in the minority position under Arab
domination; were it not for the urge to set-
tle in Palestine, of hundreds of thousands
of homeless and uprooted Jews in Europe,
in the Orient, and elsewhere: were it not for
the hopes and efforts of millions of Jews
throughout the world to reestablish their
national home and build it up into a Jewish
state, then the United Nations would not
be faced with the problem of Palestine as it
is now. Thé problem 18 real and pressing.
It cannot be made to disappear by con-
Juring up nonexistent difficulties alleged to
be involved in ita solution.

When the distinguished representative
from India neke bow many Jews from outside
there were in Palestine al certaln dates—
the operating words being “from outside™—
I must confess I am somewhat baffled. I
can give him the round fAgures for the
Jewlsh population in those years—350,000 in
1800, 165,000 in 1830, 475,000 in 1938, Now
it s about 630,000, Incidentally, there are
mare Jews in Palestine today than there
were Arabs at the end of the First World War,
But as to “Jews from outside,'” I cannot
say. In & way, they are all from outside;
they are practically all immigrants,

There wns but a tiny Jewish community
in Palestine prior to 1880. Im the early
1880's, the return started, almost simul-
tanecusly from Russia and Rumania, from
Moroceo and southern Arabia, and since then
it has been practically continuous.® It start-
ed because the Jews had always pelieved it to
be their inaliemable right to resetile Pales-
tine. That right was subsequently Interna-
tionally recognized and enshrined in the
mandnte. But gquite apart frem the man-
date, nothing will eradicate, from the hearts
of Jews, the conviction that It is thelr right
to return. EBo In that deeper sense, they are
from not outside at all but sons of the
cguntry.

By the way, my Arab countrymen make
much of the fact that Palestine has already
taken In s0 many immigrants. These imrni-
grants, they sald, were recelved by the Arabs.




1947

We are very sorry, but we cannot concede
them that credit. Conversely, they say that
the Jews have settled in Palestine at the
expense of the Arabs. That debit item, too,
we cannot admit. There has been no re-
ceiving of Jewish immigrants by Arabs nor
any settlement of Jews at the expense of the
Ara -

The Jews did not come as guests of any-
one. They came in their own right. They
recelved themselves and their brothers; and
they did Bo by their own efforts and at the
expense of no one else. Every acre of land
we tilled was bought and had to be wrested
from wilderness and desolation. Nothing was
taken away—not one house, not one Job.
A tremendous amount of work, wealth, and
well-being was presented to the Arab popu-
lation,

The honorable representative from India
also asked what was the age of the Jewlsh
communities in Europe; and whether, since
the Hitler regime had been crushed, the Jew-
ish displaced persons would not be better
advised to stay in Germany.

As to the age of European Jewry, it is on

the whole quite venerable, but age has not

made for security. Three-quarters of that
Jewry—6,000,000 people—are no more. But
let us go back into the past. Jews had lved
in Spain for a whole millennium when, in
1492, they were dispolled and expelled. and
only those who gave up their Jewish {dentity
and became Christlans were allowed to re=-
main. Jews have lived In Poland since the
eleventh or twelfth century, but In the seven-
teeth they were the victims of feroclous mas-
sacres. Then there were pogroms under the
Russian ceznrs in the nineteenth and twen-
tieth centuries; and in the last war, as we
have just heard, came the final catastrophe.
Nearly all of Polish Jewry—3,000,000 men,
women, and children—were wiped out by the
Nazis,

In Germany, the beginnings of Jewish set=
tlement are traced back to the fourth cen-
tury. But just six centuries agoe, most of
the Jews in Germany were destroyed in a
wave of frenzied persecution which swept

Then, by the twentieth century,
German Jews had reached the pinnacle of
emancipation and were largely assimilated.
Yet they wersa hurled down into the abyss
of degradation and death. Even converts to
Christlanity wereé not spared.

ANTI-EEMITIEM SURVIVES HITLER

It is true that Hitler ls gone now, but not
anti-Semitism. He was the product, not
the source of German Jew-hatred. Antl-
Semitism in Germany and in many other
parts of Europe is as rife as ever and poten-
tially mllitant and fgrce. Some governments
tried thelir best to keep it down, but they
have a very hard Job in dolng so. The very
age of European Jewry serves only to accentu-
ate the basie historle lnsecurity of Jewish
life in the dispersion.

The honorable representatlve of Indla has
also asked whether the Jewlsh displaced per-
sons would be assimilable in Palestine. The
answer 15 “Yes." They would be perfectly
assimilable in the Jewish community there—
the one Jewisl community in the world with
a self-contained economic system and an in-
dependent cultural life which is eager and
able to recelve and absorb them. He aszked
whether they would not be better assimilable
in Germany. The answer l& "No.,” You can-
not settle in a graveyard, nor can you build
a dwelling out of heaps of rubble.

Actually, most of the Jewlsh displaced per-
gons are not from Germany itself, but from
other countries. They are today In camps, or
they otherwise continue as refugees because
they cannot be resettled in Europe. They
have now walted for 2 years, and in all this
time no one has come forward with a solu-
tlon to thelr problem. The clear recoms-
mendations of the Anglo-American Commit-
tee have remalned on paper, and, to them,
they have proved a mockery.
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No one has offered an alternative to Pales-
tine, But even i there were an alternative,
they refused to be treated as mere chattels.
They appeal to the world to realize that they
form part of a pecple which has a national
will of its own. They want to go to the only
country where they will feel at home, both
individually and collectively., Thelr problem
Iz inseparable from the problem of Palestine.
It 15 the problem of Palestine.

Ta treat the issue of Palestine in lsolation
from the Immigration issue would make as
much eense as to study the beating of a heart
in disregard of blood circulation. A sclution
for the problem of Palestine which would
ignore the Jewish claim and the need for im=
migration would soclve nothing. Whoever
undertook to implement such a solution
would be driven back by the sheer impact of
reality to face the problem of immigration.

I may perhaps interpose here an answer
to the guestion put by the honorable repre-
gentative of the Unlon of South Africa. He
asked whether we wanted the question of
the DP's in Europe examined solely in con-
nection with Palestine, or in its general
aspect. Our answer {s that we belleve that
only In Palestine ¢an the problem of these
people be permanently and constructively
solved, for only there can thelr lives be re-
built on secure foundations and their homes
become part of the home of the entire people,

The immigration issue is not confined to
that of the Jewish displaced persons and un-
esettled refugees in Europe. Various Jewish
communities In Europe are involved, as well
as the Jews of the Arab and orlental coun-
trles. With regard to these, members of the
United Nations have heard during the pres-
ent sesslon Idyllic accounts of the conditions
of complete equality and true brotherhood
under which they live. The Jewish agency
is naturally very intimately acquainted with
the position, and the picture as we know
it is totally different.

In most of these countries Jews are treated
as second- or third-rate cltizens, They live
in perpetual fear of eruptions of flerce
fanaticlam, of which thers have been tragic
examples both in recent years and In the
more remote past. Thelir lot ranges from
precarlous suffernnce to active persecution.
All formal statements under duress not-
withstanding, thelr hopes and dreams are
centered on dion, end thelr youth has no
other Idea but to Join Its builders,

INVESTICGATION OF COMMUNITIES URCED

We very strongly urge that the position
of these communities should form & part of
the committee’s Investigations. But the
most urgent problem 1s, of course, that of
the disploced persons in Europe who are now
on the brink of despair, -

The present political erisis in Palestine !s
nothing but a clash between the dire needs
of Jewish immigration and the current anti-
immigration policy of the mandatory power,
We were pgked by the representative of
India why public servants of the British
Government in Palestine are today the vic-
tims of terrorist onctivity, The answer fia
because the white paper of 1030 is still in
force. Terrorism I8 a perniclous outgrowth
of a disastrous policy.

The Jewish agency has unreservedly cons
demned terrorist bloodshed, and in that attl-
tude it Iz supported by the large majority of
the organized Jewish community. Its harm
to the Jews and to the Jewish future {8 far
graver than to the government and people
of the United Kingdom. But Jewish efforts
to resist and check terrarism are continually
frustrated because government action, In
pursuance of the white paper, adds fuel to
the fire, Our efforts will continue, but the
representative of India will no doubt agree
that Palestine 1s not the only country whith
has been afMicted with this most hateful
disease.

Another gquestion was why, In contradic-
tion to the Emir Felsal's (Arab leader at 1010
peace conference) attitude, the Palestine
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Arabs were now opposed to Jewish Immigra-
tion, Bince that gquestion was put, we have
heard & very able exposition of the Palestine-
Arab caze which fully covered the point. All
I would add is that the uncompromising
opposition to Immigration now volced does
not Invalldate the broader conception and
bolder vision expressed In the Felsal-Weiz=
mann agreement, which Indicated a way of
harmonizing Jewish and Arab asplrations
within a wider framework, fully taking into
account the Independence then promised and
now achieved by the Arabs in vast territories.

While I am on the point of promises, may
I be permitted to recall that Sir Henry Me-
Mahon (British High Commissioner in Egvpt
during Weorld War I) himself stated that
Palestine was never included In the promises
made by him to the Arabs, and that this was
well understood at the time by the late King
Hussgein (King Husseln of Hedjaz, Sherlf of
Mecea In 1815); also that Trans-Jardan,
which was originally ineluded in the Balfour
Declaration, i today an Arab state.

Finally, the distinguished representative of
Indin asked whether we recognized the dis-
tinction between a Jewish state and a Jewish
national home. The answer iz that we do,
but perhaps not quite in the sense in which
the gquestion was mennt. The establishment
of the Jewish natlonal home is a process,
The setting up of a Jewish state 1= its con=
summation. That such consummation had
been intended by the authors of the Jewish
national home policy and that a way was
definitely left open for its achievement waa
conclusively proved by the Palestine Rowyal
Commissfon. The point was fully under-
lstood by those responsible for the 1044 state-
‘ment on PalestifMe of the British Labor Party
executive,

The Indian representative drew attention
to the use In that statement of the term
“Jewish national home"™ and not “Jewlsh
state.” But may I recall the words of Mr.
Hirgh Dalton. the present Chancelor of the
Exchequer, when reporting on that state-
ment of the executive to the Labor Party
Conference. He urged common support, in
consultation with the Unilted States and
Soviet Governments—and now I quote—*"far
a policy which will give us a happy, free,
and prosperous Jewish state In Palestine.™
That was only 2 years ago.

The matter has a most vital bearing on tha
gquestion of Palestine’s Independence. Un-
like other mandates of eatesory A, the de-
clared object of which was to prepare the
country for independence, the Palestine man-
date has no such clause. Its primary pur-
pose, in the words of the Royal Commission,
is the establishment of the Jewlish national
home. PBut, of course, the ulilmate goal
must be Independencé and the mandate
must be terminated.

Bo If, upon the termination of the Palestine
mandate, its original purpose 18 to be ful-
filled, If the future of the Jewish Natlonal
Home (8 to be permanently secured, if the
national interest of the Jewish people Is to be
harmonlzed with other Interests and not
encrificed for their sake, then & Jewish State
must come Into being. A home, in the words
of o Britiah statesman, in the debate on the
white paper for Palestine, Is a place to which
one is always free to come back. How {a the
national home to fulfill its primary functions
of being.open to Jews In need of it, if it is to
remaln forever subjected to non-Jewlsh sovse
ercignty?

WOULD SECURE ARAR MINORITY

An Arab minority in a Jewlsh state will be
secure, If for no otheér reason, because the
state will forever remaln surrounded by Arab
countries with which It will be most vitally
Interested to be nt peace; also because thero
will always be Jewlsh minorities In other
lands,

But a Jewlsh minority in an Arab State
will have no such security at all. It will be
at the mercy of the Arab majority, which
would be free from all restraints. To pro-
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vide boldly, if I may put it that way, for the
independence of Palestine as a country, with-
out placing an equal emphnsis on safeguard-
ing the independence of the Jews as a peo-
ple, Is to tear the problem out of it real
context and lond the dice heavily against the
Jews. The whole Issue is likely to be vitiated
in advance by such an approach.

The question of our living with the Arab
peoples and the relationship of a Jewish State
with them is, of course, the dominant ques-
tion of the future. The distinguished rep-
resentative of Poland has asked, in his second
gquestion, whether there have been attempts
at collaboration between Jews And Arabs.
The answer is, yes, there have been, on both
sides. Arabs and Jews have cooperated and
are coopernting successfully in the wide and
varied fields of municipal, commercial, and
labor affairs,

Arabie 1s taught In all ‘Jewish secondary
schools and in a large number of primary
gchools. The Jewlsh agency is particularly
active in spreading knowledge of Arabic in
the Jewish settlements and promoting
friendly relations between them and their
Arab neighbors. From personal observation

- and direct experience accumulated over a
period of 41 years' residence in Palestine, I
can afirm that there s nothing inherent in
the nature of either the native Arab or the
immigrant Jew which prevents friendly co-
operation. On the contrary, considering the
admitted great difference of background, they
mix remarkably well.

By mixing I do not mean assimilation, for
the Jew does not come to Palestine to as-
similate to the Arab, but to develop his own
distinctive Individuality. Nor does he expect
the Arab to assimilate to himself. What T
mean is cooperation between a self-respecting
Jew and a seif-respecting Arab, and between
the two communities. -

Today the lesue ig overshadowed and prac-
tical cooperation is hampered by the politi-
cal conflict over the country’s future. The
present official leaders of the Arab Btates,
having achieved practically all they wanted
with so little sacrifice, refuse to admit the
legitimacy of the natlonal aspirations of an-
other people. At the head of the Arab
Higher Committe of Palestine stands a man
who, apart from other well-known aspectis of
his activity, was directly involved during the
war in the Nazl policy of extermination of
the Eurcpean Jews. ;

Nevertheless, the Jews do not lose heart.
They come to Palestine not to fight the Arab
world, but to live at peace with it. They are
not an outpost of any foreign domination,
Thelr ambition iz to integrate themselves
into the modern structure of reviving Asia.
They are an old Asiatic people returning to
their home. At the same time, they are anx-
lous to make their contribution to the great
work of bridge bullding between modern
Asin and the rest of the world,

PARTNERSHIPF OF EQUALITY ASKED

Thelr intense experience In development
within the narrow confines of Palestine is
ylelding results which may be of value to
all who are Interested in.soclal and eco-
nomie progreas in the Middle East and be-
yond. But their true partnership with their
nelghbors can only be based upon equality
of status and mutual refpect. "They claim
what Is the natural right of any geople on
the face of the earth—that as many of
them as possible should live together in
thelr own country, freely develop their civ-
flization, make thelr contribution to the
common stock of humanity, and be self-
governing and independent. They cannot
possibly surrender that clalm, and for its
attainment they appeal for the assistance
of the entire family of nations,

In conclusion, may I answer the question
of the distinguished delegation from Co-
lombla on our views regarding the composi=
tion of the speclal committee. We would not
differentiate between big and small powers,
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nor would we suggest the exclusion of any
government merely because it happens to
have or may develop a polisy on Palestine.
Having & policy does not necessarily mean
being directly concerned as an Interested
party. But we belleve that parties directly
concerned should not serve on the commit-
tee. That should exclude the United Eing-
dom, for reasons put, If I may say so, with
unanswerable cogency” by the distinguished
representative of the United Eingdom him-
self, We would also definitely exclude the

Arab States, unless |t were agreed that the

committee  should contaln one Arab and
one Jewish member.

STATEMENT BY BEN-GURrIOoN, May 12, 1847

I am grateful for the opportunity aforded
to me to make a few supplementary remarks
to the statement made by my colleague, Dr.
Sliver, on behalf of the Jewish Agency for
Palestine.

First of all, I would like to try to clarify
further the nature of the problem which the
mandatory power has placed before the
United Nations, ns this is essential for de-
fining properly the terms of reference of the
gpecial committee. Last Friday, the repre-
sentative of the United Kingdom, on behalf
of his Government, declared that they tried
for years to setile the problem of Palestine
and had falled.
brought the problem to you in the hope that
the United Nations would find a just solu-
tion.

This statement is open to misunderstand-
ing. The mandatory power was not charged
w.th discovering a solution to the Palestine
problem and its failure was not in Its inabil-
ity to find the right solution. The manda-
tory power was charged by the League of
Nations with the carrying out of a definite
settlement. That settlement was set out and
determined originally by the United King-
dom hersell and subsequently confirmed by
all the Allies and associated powers in the
First World War, as well as by the Arabs
through Emir Felsal and the Syrian Arab
Committes. It was later embodied in the
mnndate approved by 52 natlons and made
international law,

The terms of that settlement, as decreed
by the consclence and the law of nations,
are common knowledge, It is the restora-
tion of Palestine to the Jewish people.

At the time the United Kingdom took over
the mandate, the problem of Palestine had
been clearly adjudicated and settled. The
fallure of the mandatory government, as ad-
mitted by the British representative, was a
fallure to carry out the settlement agreed
upon and entrusted to it by the natlons of
the world, The fallure became manifest with
the Introduction of a pollcy st forth In the
white paper of 1939, which viclated the most
essential terms of the mandate and vitlated
its entire purpose,

The white-paper policy, as you know, was
condemned by the permanent Mandates
Commlssion of the League of Natlons gs in-
compatible with the mandate and with the
pledges repeatedly given by the mandatory
government itself. It was also denocunced by
the most eminent political leaders of the
United Eingdom itself, including all the
prominent members of the present Governs
meat of the United EKingdom, as a. breach
of faith. Only recently the white paper was
again unanimously condemned by the Anglo-
American Committee of Inquiry. The white-
paper policy is responsible for the misery
and deaths of a large number of Jews and
for cruel acts of expulsion of Jewlsh refugees,

It is responsible for establishing in Pales-
tine a police state without parallel in the
clvilized world. It is responsible for the in-
troduction In Palestine of raclal discrimina-
tion against Jews In land legislation. This
is the real nature of the fallure of the manda-
tory power.

They have, therefore, .
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Therefore, 1 venture to suggest that the
first problem facing the United Natlons is
how to set right that fallure and to insdre
that intermatiomal obligations toward the
Jewish population in Palestine are faithfully
fulfilled. -

The second polnt to which I would like to
invite the attention of your committee {s the
fact that in Palestine you are faced not
merely with a large and growing number of
Jews, but with a distinet Jewish Nation.
There are Jews and Jewish communities in
many countries, but in Palestine there Is a
new and unique phenomenon—a Jewish Na-
tlion, with all the attributes, characteristic
resources, and aspirations of npationhood.
This nationhood springs from a long history
amd an uninterrupted connection for" 3500
years with its ancestral soil.

CANNOT ARREST PROCRESS

Palestine, which for the Jewish people has
always been and will always remain the Land
of Israel, was io the course of centuries con-
quered and invaded by many alien peoples,
but none of them ever identified its national
faith with Palestine. The Jewisf Nation in
Palestine is rooted not only in past history
but in a great living work of reconstruction
and rebullding, both of a country and of a
people,

The growth of this nation and its work
of reconstruction must not and cannot be
arrested—and this, for two reasons. One is
the existence of large numbers of homeless
Jews for whom there is no other salvation
in the future except In their own national
home. The second 1s that more than two-
thirds of the land in Palestine iz still
wasteland, uncultivated, unsettled, and be-
lleved by the Arabs %o be uncultivatable.
The history of our settlement in the last
T0 years hasg shown that this land can be
and is being cultivated by us.

This is8 not becnuse we are more skilled
orf moro capable than others, but because
this is the only soil in the world which we
¢all our own.,. We are not, llke our Arab
neighbors, in possession of vast underpopu-
lated territories, like Iraq, Syria, Arabla, ete.
We must therefore make use of every bit of
free land in our country, even desert land.

Another observation is this: We are told
that the Arabs are not responsible for the
persecution of the Jews In Europe, nor is it
their obligation to relleve their plight. I
wish to make it quite clear that it never
entered our minds to charge the Arabs with
solving the Jewish problem,. or to ask Arab
countries to accept Jewish refugees. We are
bringing our homeless and persecuted Jews
to our own country and settling them in
Jewish towns and villages. There are Arab
towns and villages in Palestine—Nablus,
Jenin, Ramleh, Narnucka, Libia, Terschicha.
You will not find a single Jewish refugee In
any of them. The Jews who have returned
to their country nre seitled in Petah Tigva,
Rishon le Zion, Tel Aviv, Haifa, Jerusalem,
Dagania, the Negev, and other Jewlsh towns
and villages bullt by us.

The return of the Jews to their country Is
a work of self-liberation and self-reconstruc-
tion, which is contributing to the recon-
struction and liberation of the country as o
whole,

My fourth and last remark is thls, We

have no conflict with the Arab people. On
the contrary, it & our deep conviction that
historically the Interests and nspirations of
the Jewlsh and Arab peoples are compatible
and complementary. What we are dolng in
our country, In Palestine is reclaiming the
land, inereasing the vield of the soll, develop-
ing modern agriculture and industry, sclence,
and art, raising the dignity of labor, insuring
women's status of equality, Increasing men's
mastery over nature, and working out a new
civillzation based on human equality, free-
dom and cooperation in a world which we
believe Is as neceasary and beneficial for our
Arab nelghbors as for ourselves,




1947

A Jewish-Arab partnership, based on equal-
ity and mutiual assistance, will help to bring
about the regeneration of the entire Middle
Enst. We Jews understand and deeply sym-
pathize with the urge of the Arab people for
unity, independence, and progress, and our
Armnb neighbors, I hope, will realize that the
Jews In their own historle homeland, can
under no condlitions be made to remain a
subordinate, dependent minority as they are
in all other countries In the Diaspora. The
Jewish nation in its own country must be-
come a free and Independent state with a
membership In the United Natlons. It s
eager to cooperate with its free Arab neigh-
bars to firomote economic development, so-
cinl progress, and real Independence of all the
Semitic countries in the Middle E=ast.

I most earnestly suggest to your committee
that the real, just, and lasting solutlion of
the problem before you is a Jewish state
and a Jewish-Arab alliance.

The Situation in Palestine

EXTENSION OF REMARKS

HON. OWEN BREWSTER

OF MAINE
IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES

Friday, May 16 (legislative day of
Monday, April 21), 1947

Mr. BREWSTER. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent to have printed
in the Appendix of the Eecorb an edito-
rial entitled “Stealing a March,” pub-
lished in this morning's Washington
Post., The editorial deals with recent
developments in Palestine and the Soviet
attitude.

There being no objection, the editorial
was ordered to be printed in the Recorp,
as follows:

STEALING A MARCH

Tt is fronlcal that while the State Depart-
ment has been counseling neutrality about
Palestine the Soviet should have come out
with a clear expression of its policy. It is
a policy of alternatives. If a dual, demo-
cratic Arab-Jewish state proves Impossible
to bring about, then, sanys Mr. Gromyko,
Russia would back a partition of Palestine
between Arab and Jew. This was, of course,
the conclusion of the famous British Peel
report of 1037, and we ourselves have seen
no plan that could improve upon 1t Dis-
cirded at the time by the British, the report
has gained more welght as time has gone on,
particularly in view of the intervening Arab-
Jew bitterness, Certainly there could be no
settlement along the lnes of the cantonl=
gation of Palestine heading up to a British
Raj which was fathered by Britain’s Mr,
Morrison and our Mr. Grady. The British
no less than the Americans must have been
stunned by Mr. Gromyko's desertion of the
sidelines.

Neutirality has hitherto been commended
on the grounds that nothing must be done
to injure the susceptibilities of the Arahbs
lest we thrust them into the arms of Russia.
The whispers in Whitehall and the State
Department have been working overtime on
this theme. If the Arabs were left enraged,
it is sald, they would promptly embrace
communism, and the Russians at a stroke
would extend thelr sway even to the Mos-
lems of India. The case wasn't even plausi-
ble. A united Arab world s more of an
invention than & fact, even about Palestine,
with the Lebanese stranger to the Baudi
Arablans than to New Yorkers. Besides,
they are run by pashas, landlords, and
feudalists who would shudder at the thought
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af leaning on Moscow. They know more
about the Russians than their apologists. 1f
Russia were to bestride the Middle East,
the men who are now running the Arab
Leagpue would be the first to be liguidated,
perhaps on the ground that they had tuken
the place of the old Zionists as Britlsh
agents, Mr. Gromyko exposes the hollow-
ness of thess whispered warnings of Arab-
Soviet flirtations.

Actually the Russians In recent years
have felt they had more In common with
the Palestinian Jews. This Is natural
enough. In the first place, It is obvious
now that the Zionlsts are no longer what
the old Bolshevists used to charge, viz, “the
lackeys of British Imperlallsts.” Secondly,
the advanced and progressive Jews of Pales-
tine hold out much more promise to the
Soviet Government than the backward Arabs
controlled by the feudnal eliques of kings and
effendis. Moscow cannot forget the contri-
bution that Jewish Palestine made to the
war effort of the Allies. It was an Invalunble
workshop and Russla has a profound respect
for the kind of technician that manned It.

But, aside from the fruits of Palestine
indusiry, Palestine occuples a position of
singular strategic importance. It is the
virtual link between the three continents,
lying on the Mediterranean within close
touch of the Suez Canal, and it serves as the
outlet and inlet for the trade of that area,
chiefly Arabia’s oll. Moreover, Zionist lead-
ership is predominantly Russian In na-
tional origin. It seems to us, therefore, that
there 18 nothing surprising In the Bussian
gambit at Flushing Meadow. Aslde Irom
discomfiting America and Britaln, Russia
may be disclosing where her interests really
lie. At any rate, it is the kind of affirmative-
ness that long ago should have been forth-
coming out of the State Department.

Resignation From Congress

EXTENSION OF REMARKS

HON. THOMAS D’ALESANDRO, JR.

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, May 15, 1947

Mr. D'ALESANDRO, Mr. Speaker, on
May 6 last, I was honored by my fellow
townsmen of the great historic city of
Baltimore by being elected their mayor.
As I am to be inaugurated next Tues-
day, I, therefore, arise to tender my res-
ignation as a Member of Congress, in
which distinguished body I have had the
honor to serve since 1938. Last Novem-
ber the voters of the Third Congressional
District of Maryland elected me for the
fifth consecutive time by an overwhelm-
ing majority. Naturally, I am deeply
gratéful to them as I am to the men and
women of Baltimore who have chosen

‘me to serve as thelr chief executive for

the next 4 years.

Baltimore is a historie city filled with a
rich heritage and a lofty tradition which
entwines and threads about the Nation's
early history. Itisa thriving, prosperous
municipality of more than 1,000,000 in-
habitants. B8ituated on the Patapsco
River, with the commanding Chesapeake
Bay right off the city, a figurative
stone's throw of Washington, the Na-
tion's Capital, it is the gateway between
the Morth and South. It has had a glori-
ous past in the realm of culture, business,
education, and patriotism, With the
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realization of the planned improvements
scheduled during the next 4 years, 1 am
confident that it will have a wonderful
future. In the character of its people—
and Lknow it well—there is no room for
prejudice, bigolry, hatred, or malice,
There is, however, a fierce pride in the
glory and achievements of the matchless
contributions which many of its sons and
daughters have made in the formation,
preservation, and [uture greatness of our
country.

My native city of Baltimore was in-
corporated in 1797, a decade before our
founding fathers struck off at Phila-
delphia that immortal document—the
Constitution; a little more than two
decades when the immortal Jefferson was
inspired to write the Declaration of Inde-
pendence, and George Washington set
forth as the head of the Continental
Army to wrest independence for 4,000.-
000 people who were destined 171 years
later to assume the leadership of the
world. Now, I propose to return to my
native city, humble in spirit, fully ap-
preciating the magnitude of the task in
this postwar era, but determined with
strong resolution to devote all my time
and talents to help make Baltimore one
of the preeminent cities of the Nation.

It has been my pleasure, while a Mem-
ber of Congress, to serve under two great
Presidents, Franklin Delano Roosevelt
and Harry 8. Truman; and three eminent
Speakers, Messrs, Bankhead, Rayburn,
and Martin. I have been the recipient
of much kindness at their hands. Ishall
always cherish to my dying day the
strongest sentiments of deep and abiding
friendship made while a Member of this
body. Bince I have been a Member of
this distinguished body, I can truly say
that I have never questioned the motives
or integrity of any Member who may
have differed with me on any political,
economiec, or social question of the day.
And I can say, in all candor, that I have
never favored any colleague except with
gladness nor have I ever opposed any
except with sadness.

As T leave here, I think of the critical
problems which face our country in this
hour. Our Nation, the guardian of de-
mocracy, is ascending the watchtower of
the world in order to be prepared to safe-
guard the rights of free peoples. Two
opposing philosophies are battling for the
souls of modern man, democracy versus
communism. This communistic assault
upon mankind would chain, bind, and
strap the bodies, minds, and souls of
men and women while the forces of de-
mocracy, as we practice it, would give
dignity to the human personality, endow
it with rights which no government can
take away, because God and not a hu-
man institution has bestowed them.

Sumner Welles, a fellow Marylander of
mine, recently said;

The American people have entered the
Valley of Decision. If the United States
makes Tull use of the opportunity afforded by
its position, its power, and its resources, it
can determine the destinies of humanity.
It can save western civilization.

With all my heart, I am convinced that
divine providence has shaped our des-
tiny so that we can become the liberator
of mankind. It Is no easy task. It is
an uphill struggle. I am sure that wise
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leadership here In Congress, in the State
Department, and in the White House will
bring about the high destiny that Amer-
ica must fulfill. It would be helpful if
every American were to daily reeall the
words of Thomas Jefferson:

I have sworn upon the altar of God eternal
hostility to every form of tyranny over the
minds of men.

And now I close with the fervent wish
that we shall never give away the secrets
of our atomic bomb until and unless
security for us and the world iz estab-
lished. It was the product of the genius
of our scientists, our engineers, our in-
dustrialists. We must be the guardians
of its safety if we and our children are
to live in this world. The future of the
world apd of ourselves lies within our
grasp. We can defeat the much-dis-
cussed recession which economists so
glibly talk about. We can do it by work,
by productior for the more we produce,
the less will be the cost of living: the
more things we can buy, the easier will
be the building of our reserves—spiritual,
financial, and physlcal.

Fellow Congressmen, I return to my
city of Baltimore, enriched by my serv-
ice and experience in this Chamber. I
leave the pyramid of government to re-
turn to its base—the city. When the
base, or the city, is strong, sound, and
durable, the government at the top will
be stable and enduring. There, in Bal-
timore, the metropolis city of Maryland,
I shall labor in the interests of its peo-
ple, confident that you will labor with
vision and courage to set our Nation's
problems aright.

The Persistent Dream
EXTENSION OF REMARKS

HON. J. WILLIAM FULBRIGHT

OF ARKANSAS
IN THE SBENATE OF THE UNITED STATES

Friday, May 16 (legislative day of
Monday, April 21), 1547

Mr. FULBRIGHT. Mr. President, 1
ask unanimous consent to have printed
in the REcorp an editorial entitled “The
Persistent Dream,” which appeared in
the Washington Star on Friday, May 16,
1947. I think it is one of the best edi-
torials on the subject of a United States
of Europe within the framework of the
United Nations that has been written,
that has come to my attention, this year,

There being no objection, the editorial
was ordered to be printed in the ReEcorbp,
as follows:

THE FPERSISTENT DREAM

It is not a new idea that Winston Church-
i1l preaches In calling for a United States of
Europe. His lntest address, formally launch-
ing a campaign in Britaln to that end, is
simply an eloguent afirmation of falth In
an anclent dream. More important, it is a
somber warning that the time I8 at hand
when the peace of the Continent and the
world demands that the dream take on sub-
stance; that it be translated Into reality;
that action be started on it now: not 10 years
from now, or a century from now,

Nothing could be eazier, of course, than
to raise the usual realistic objections to this
dream. It has had great and brilllant spon-
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Bors, J:r and on, for centuries past, but stiil

the nations of Europe have scemed to cling -~

more jealously than ever to thelr separate
soverelgnties. Palitieally, economieally, his-
torically, they have developed among them-
selves such rivalries, such antagonisms, such
hates that the thought of uniting them has
the appearance sometimes of being a wholly
unattaingble ideal for practical men In a
hara and per-erse world.

¥Yet It 1s & fact that the dream s per-
glstent and that the movéement to realize it
is stronger today, and more -videspread,
than at any time In history. Mr. Churchill
is not the only volice crying in the wilderness
of unconnected and clashing soverelgnties.
His successor, Prime Minister Attiee, 18 on
recard as warning that the Continent must
federate or perish. In France, in Italy, in
the Lowlands, and elsewhere the same note
iz being sounded in mounting volume, The
Government of Russia may be flatly agalnst
the idea, but Europeans are for it in ever-in-
creasing numbers, Indeed, even In the New
World, hers In our own country, there ls a
great and growing sentiment for it, a senti-
ment summed up in the pending Fulbright-
Bogga resolution to have Congress declare
for a United States of Burope within the
framework of the United Nations.

This dream persists for & good reason. In
Mr. Churchill’s words, divided Europe, be-
cause of its fragmentation into lands pulling
against each other instead of togetler, has
led itself and much of the outside world
“into the pit of squalor, slaughter, and
ruin.” Today, as never before, there is a
compulsion to unite, politically and econom-
teally, for common survival. The reallstic
objections are, in fact, unrealistic; worse,
they add up to a defeatist invitation to ca-
tastrophe. A federated continent may be
long In the making, tut men with faith,
every friend of a civilized and lasting peace,
will keep on striving for it against all odds,

State, Justice, Commerce, and the Judi-
‘ciary Appropriation Bill, Fiscal Year
1948

SPEECH
HON. WALTER H. JUDD

OF MINNESOTA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, May 15, 1947
The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Unlon had under
consideration the bill (H. R. 3311), making
appropriations for the Departments nli' State,
Justice, Commerce, and the Judlciary for
the fiscal year ending June 30, 1948, and
for other purposes. -

Mr, JUDD. Mr. Chairman, I rise in
support of the amendment to continue
for a year Federal operation of the con-
trol towers at the 148 designated air-
ports. I wish the subcommittee of the
Committee on Interstate and Foreign
Commerce which has been investigating
the whole matter of alr safety and con-
trol had been able to complete its study
and bring before s a well-considered
over-all plan for development of air-
ports, coordination of air traffic and
proper allocation of costs among the
Federal Government, States or munici-
palities, and those who use the airports,
suich as military planes, commercial
planes, and private planes.

The subcommittee reports that it. will
b: able to complete its work and report
out basle legislation In the next few
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months. Until we have enacted such
legislation, I believe we must continue
the present Federal support of the pro-
gram as it has been developed by the
Government during the war,

For instance, in my district is Wold
chamberlain Airport, which serves the
Twin Cities and is already one of the
busiest and most important in the coun-
try. As traffic to Asia expands, it should
become the major port for alr traffic to
and from Alaska, Russia, and the Orient.
Obviously, uniformity in signals and
control i as essential for international
air traffic as it s for sea navigation,
lighthouses, and so forth. For Congress
to reject the pending amendment would
leave municipalities with the impossible
task of making other arrangements in
the 6 weeks between now : nd June 30,
the end of the fiscal year. Some mu-
nicipalities could take over the support
of control towers; many could not. The
net result would be disruption of the
present efficlent alr-control system of
the Nation. From the standpoint of
our national defense alone, I cannot be-
lieve such actlon would be the part of
wisdom or of economy, and I hope the
amendment to continue the program [or
1 year will be adopted.

Completion of Velerans' Temporary
Reuse Housing Program

SPEECH

HON. JOHN J. RILEY

s OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE ROUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, Hﬂ;l 15, 1947

The House in Committes of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had un-
der consideration the bill (H. BR. 2780) to
amend section 502 (a) of the act entitled
“An act to expedite the provision of housing
in connection with national defense, and for

otheér purposes.”

Mr. RILEY. Mr, Chairman, this bill,
H. R. 2780, as reported by the House
Committee on Banking and Currency
would authorize the appropriation of
funds to complete all suspended units
covered by remittent contract with edu-
cational institutions and local agencies
except those on which the Government
has expended no funds, an estimated
1,622 units, and those on which the Gov-
ernment expenditures have been in-
curred only in dismantling or transpor-
tation, an estimated 2,108 units. This
amendment would restore the funds for
those 2,108 units. There is still no pro-
vision for 'the 1,622 units.

These 2,108 housing units have been
dismantled. Parts of them are in one
place and parts in another, The various
collegés angl communities have prepared
the land and provided the utilities—on
the sites—they have made their plans to
use these houses. The housing, which
this amendment would provide, Is largely
for the use of veterans who wish to com-
plete their education at either high
school or college. With the married vet-
erans, time is of the essence. They have
to obtain their education.-now or forego
the opportunity. They cannot wall a






