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VEREATIM RECOBD CF TBE FIFTIETH MEETING 
OF TBE FIBST C®U:I'l'EE OF TBE GENEFAL ASSEMBLY 

FIBST SPECIAL SESSION 

Lake Suoeesa, Nev York 
Thursday, 8 May 1947 at ll:00 a . m. 

CHAIR1"AN: 
VICE-CBAim'A.N: 
BAPPORTEU.R: 

Mr. L.B. PEARSON 
Mr. Padilla NERVO 
Mr. KAUFFMAN 

(Canada) 
(Mexico) 
(Deneark) 

CBAiru-'.AN: The Fi.ftieth Meeting of the First Committee is call ed t o 

CONSTITUTING A'!'ID IliSTBUCTING A SPECIAL COt-'MIT'I'.EE TO PREP.ABE FOR TBE CONSIDERATION 
OF THE QUESTION OF PAI.ESTINE AT THE SECOND BEGUIAR SESSION (document A/c .1/136) 

CHAIRMAN: 'We can now proceed with our bueineee . The Committee will 

recall that yesterday it paesed a r esol uti on t~t it be proposed t o the President 

of the General Assembly that a plenary meting be called et once to consider the 

following re£olution: 

"That the First Committee grant a hearing t o the Arab Higher Committee on 

the question be:fcre the Committee . " 

That resolution was reten-ed to the President of the Assembly who dis ­

cussed the matter, as you know, with the General. Comm1ttee, as ·a result of which 

a plenary aeesion vaa held yeeterdq afternoon at which the resolution which bad 

been circulated 1n document A/C.l/155, ea follows, was passed: 

' . 

\ 
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"THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY affirll:B that the decision of the First Committee 

to grant a hearing to t he Arab Higher Committee givee a correct interpretation 

to t he Aeeembly'e intention." 

It ie satiefectory to know that the Committee ie carrying out the Assembly's 
, 

intention in thie I11B.tter . 

Io connection with this decieion taken yeet~rdey afternoon et the 

Assembly , the M~mbe~ of the Comm!ttee from Guat emala has asked ~bether the 

Committee would permit him t o mke a e.bort statement explaining hie vote. 

This pr ocedure is, of course, eo:n:ewhat irregular, to explain 1n this Committee 

a vot e ta.ken in the Aesem:,1y, but I am sure the Com-iu1ttee would not object to 

/ 
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extC'nding that ..-,ri vilet.,e t.o t he !,,ember; c:if Lhf; Colll!l'.l ttee from Guatetr.ala., If 

there is no ob,:jec~ion , I will ask him t.o make that s t atement now. 

tto: . ZEA-GOH~3 (GPa-ceu.ela) (L'lterl)re t a c1on from S~,anish) : Th>Ul-1< y0u , 

Mr . Cha1rms.n . I have t.he honour of addressint, you . es_,eciall y as fellow 

r egresenta~i .ros ,for tho ,.>ur*.;0se of avoiding misunder s taniln..;s and inter 1Jr n1.a tions 

on tbis matter,which l end itsa.l:f w incorr ect int er .,ire t.a 1:icns, from the 

very moment which we : ~ok into accoun": , wi th unnecessary em11hasis, tha J we 

were .ilacing in d'.:lubt ~he confidence which the President 01.' tho Assembly deserves . 

Thus , this inciden .. i.-aa so :inv~lved tha~ e. negat ive vote WDtu.d have been qu1 te 

ex,i11cabl.e . I wan ved to do so , bL;c ... I d1d n:>t have the chance an.i t herefor e I 

cculd not express ey o~inicn . 

I wi sh to s t a te ver ,r clearly t hat t.he delega vion of Gua t emala will ab1ays 

be against a~normal and obscure ~r ocedur ds . Gua~er::ala maln t.aine a ~oaiti~n 

which is ~erfectly i mJar ;ial, on t bl s ~r oblem, and thus it c an be clearly seen, 

by ,·he i.,revious rule , that i t has ccm_ple c,ely afforded all interes ted _!>ar ries 

the opJcr tunitj of ex~ress1na thelr 1;o1ni s of view h~re. This iopartialj,y, 

1 mus t emghasi 2.e , i s no .. only offi cial 1>.1t als'.:> " personal mat tsr wi .. h the Members 

of my dele&a t ion. 

CHAIRMAN: We will· now re turn "to 1,he i-cem .:,r. our at.,;\-'nd.a which we wer e 

d.:.ecuss1ng yesterday, when "the resol u Jit'n -we.a introduced by +he Member of the 

C~mr.ii t.r.ee from India. Sev€ral Members of t he Committee, 1 know, are still 

anx;il"US to speak on tho.t 1 tett.. Before callin3 on .,hor;e J-.,embers cf the Cmr.mi ttee , 

I w uld like -cc. 1nfc,rm th& Ct,mm! ,:,-:ee thia."t. I have recei ved ~he f ollowi n0 

tele.;rem, ad.dressed to tile 5ecret ar:,• -General of t he United Na r.ions , fr,m the 

I 
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"Re,'l.yini_; to your kind telegram of May (, informinG us of the text 

of t he telegram sent simult.aneously to Jeruaelum, .>ermit us ~o state, 

in the name of the J ewish A..,ohcy for Pales'tine, that we are ,)leased tc, 

a.ccep~ the invitation of the General Assembly, and d~siviate tbe 

following as our authorized r e.;,resenta::ives, namely, David Ben-Gurlon, 

~- Abba Hillel Silver, Moshe Shertok ,Hayim Greenbert,, r-i!'s. ROA.: H--lJr·n, 

N&h•un Gold.l!J811, Dr . Emunuel Newman ." 

The Jem.sh Ai:,ency has indicateci that it is now ready , throu6h its 

authorized s,2okesman, a Member of its delega t ion, to make the statement which 

uiey have been invi'ted to make by decision of the Assembly. 

I w:,uld suooest to 'the Assembly that it might. be des irable to hMl' that 

statement now, if no Member of the Committee objects to that ~r ocedure . At 

tt.e end of that statement, 1 c may be that some Member or Members of the 

Commit t.ee ne.s wish to address oral questions to the r e .>re sen ta ti ve of the 

Jewish Agency, on points ariaint; out of that statement. I think l t mie,ht 

be desirable to take advanta,ue of their pr esence at, this time, to add!'ess 

thooe questions, if ~hey are in the minds of the Members. I venture also 

to suggest, for consideration of t he Committee, that if any IJOints are made 

in the sta~ement of t he Jewish Agenc~ on which the Committee desires to 

receive further information, that possibly those ~oin'ts may be r eferred to in 

written questions to t he Chairman of the ColLlllittee who could send them to the 

re ;,>r esentatives of the J ewish ¾,ency, and it miish~ be desirable for the CommittE 

to recall the dele~a-:;ion of the JeWish Ae,ency to a subsequent session, to dea.l 

with t hose ~ints which ma,y arise in these wri tten questions . 

Now that is merely e. surn3estion that I make to thl'l Committ ee wlt.h regard 

to the pr ocedure of dealina with this ma'tter. If it com~~nds itself to the 

Committee , t hen I would cal.l on the spokesman for the deleBe.tion of the Jewish 

Agency for .Palestine, t o t ake _his 1-1lace at our Committee table . 
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• Mr. GONZALE:i-FERNANDEZ (Colombia): I want simply to point out that I 

find t hs yrocedure sugtiested perfectly agreeable and a very good resume of all 

the things that have been said about the •,tay of hearinu the d.ifferent 83encies. 

I 'lnuld. like you to .L'lease, if you have no objection to it, extend th3.t. 

procedure to any other agency which will be heard by the Committee, so that 

we may have a sort of uniform hand.ling of tnia 2 roblem, in a ~enoral way. 

CHAIRMAN: I think that is a very sensible s~ggeation, and if the 

procedure I have outlined commends itself to the Commit tee , it rr.ight well, 

of course , be ex~ended to cover any statements made oy any other non­

governmental aeency who may be invited to a9pear before t.h':l Commit.tee . 

, 
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Col. HODGSON (Australia) : I wiah to be clear on this point. You said 

"oral questicns", and then you went on to re:fer to "v.c-itten questions". :Co 

, you mean we can ask the oral questions, through you, whi!e they are here and 

eubeequently, i f we eo desire, follow tl::at up by written queot1ons? I run not 

quite clear on the point. 

CHAIRMAN: Tl:lat ie the idea I llad in mi:1d whioh I have put out for the 

com idere.tion of the Co1lll!littee. The Committ&~ wlll decide . ::3,it I thought 

that at the end of tae hearing this It0ri1ing o,:,;,..,. lllem'!>er s of tha Committee 

misht wish to address oral qu3stions to the fij,]Okeaman . On reflection, and 

after re11ding the statement of the spokeeman for the Jewie;•, Agency , other 

points may arise and it MY be th'3.t eome Members will wi~h to addJ.•es s written 

questions through m.e ,asl.a r esult o:f which it might be desirable to call on 

the spokesman for the Jewish Agency for a further etaten:ent. 

Mr. GRCMl'KO (USSR) (Interpretation from Rueaian): If you have in rond 

written questions which will be me.de in addition to the oral q_ueetions and 

the statements which the representatives o:f the Jewish Agency acd the Arab 

organizations plan to make here, I would eay that it would be a suitable 

procedure. Certainly there would be no reason to object to a procedure which 

vould r.p.ko it possible for Me.mbers to ask e,ral questicns of t he representatives 

of the or ganizations and to request them tc r eply to thoee questions. 

On the other band, 11' you ct1ve in mind t he substitution of the cral 

questions or oral statements which the representatives -ould like to mt1ke 

here to the Committee by written questions, as well as by \IX'itten replies, 

then I would say that it would r.ot be e. very suitable procedure. Neither do 

I think this procedure would corres~or.d to the decision which we rave taken 

to t he effect tl::at the views of the representatives here should be beard in 

t he Political Committee, and I hope yo~ had in mind cot the second alternative 
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which I :!lave mentioned , ~ely, the substitution of oral queet:l.ons by .,,ritten 

questicns, since the organizations were given the right to make their views 

heard . If it were the latter, it would be a rather autocratic p:r.·ccedure, ar.d 

I ho_pe you had in mind the first al terr.a.ti ve \;hich I l;a.ve !l!Bntioned, r.BJtely 

that t~e statements which will be made here by these representatives of the 

Jewish and Arab organizations in an oral. form m11y be supple:inentad by qi.:estions 

and answers in a written ~.,rm, 

CHAIRMAN : In reply to t he l"dpresent.ati,-.3 .,·::- t}1e Soviet u;iion, I am 

sorry I did r.ot make it c,le~ tbat I bad i n ,..:.:,;l t~s firnt alt.arce.tive, that 

the written questio~s to which ~eplios r.ug~t be r ecoiv~d later in a Rubse­
would 

quent statement would be euppler:;.<;ntary to the or al queotl?ns a~d replies and/ 

not in any way re!)lace them. Too.t is what I had in mir.cl. 

Are there at'..y further comments on this procedure? 

(No r csp,-,r:ee. ) 

CIJAiru.'.AN: If that p.!'ocedu.ca is agreee.~le , it m1g:1t be ap:plied to the 

representatives of other agencies when the occasion arises . 

I will now call on the spokee-iran of the Jewish Agency for Paleet:lne, 

who will make his etaten:ant , after which the~e will posaibly be oral questions , 

acd wbe~ thoce queetions have been dealt with the Cownittee will proc~~d with 

ite discussion of the item on the agenda, ae there e.re several membera on the 

list of speak~rs. If there i s no objection, we shall ask the spokeerr.an of the 

Jewish Agency fer Palestine and his colleagues to take their place around the 

table. 

(At this point, Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, representative of the Jewish 

Agency £er Paleetir.e, took a seat at the Committee table.) 
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and for acme years now, has been ma<ie extren:e1y difficult by unila.teral 

action and by decisions n:ade, :presumably w1 thin the ter.ms of a ir.anda.tory trust, 

but actually without the sanction or supervision of tbe international body 

which established that trust and which defined both its lim1ts and its purposes. 

The administration; of Palestine has, since the outbreak of the War, 
if 

been conducted by the mandatory power as/it were vested with the sovereignty 

-of Palestine; whereas, it le assumed to administer that country, of which it 

"'8.S not the sovereign, as a trustee · for carrying out the pur!Joses of the 

mandate which clearly defined its rigbts-ar.d. its obligations. 

The problem. of Palestine is, of course, of parmrount importance to 

the Jewish people and that fact, I take it, Ir.Otivated the Ger.oral Assembly 

of the United Nations to extend an invitation to the Jewish Agency of 

Palestine to present its views. We thank all. those who so warmly urged our 

admission for their goodwill and their gallant action. The Jewish Agency, 

you will recall, is recognized in the mandate for Palestine as a public body 
in 

authorized to speak ar..d act on behalf' of the Jewieh people/and out of Palestine 

in natters ai'fecting the establishment of the Jewish Natioml Home. 

\ 
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rt is tr.e only reco.:,u zed public body in the Mand.ate . It is reco..;nized 

as such, to q11ot;e Ar t els 4, " . .. for the purpose of advisln,3 a.."ld c::o -ope.cat1n._; 

with the Adllli~iotra~i~n of Palestine in such economic, social and other 1t.atters 

as may :i.f:·ect 1,;,a ec.,;c:1.blishment of the Jewish natior.!l.l ho::;3 and the int&rests of 

the JewiFJ11 pc,r:~tic;r, in Palestine, and, subject al-ways to the c.;;ntrol of the 

Adz.tinistre.tion , to aaaist ~d. tiv.e part in the deveJ.opne.nt of the country." 

Under Article 6, the Jewish Agency is entitled, further, to co-op<:lrate 

with the AdD?~4'1straticn in permittins " · .. close settlenent by Jews on the land"; 

and, by Article ll, it is given a preferred status in respect to the ccnsti·uction 

and operation of public w~rks and the development of the natural resources of 

the cow:ti·y . 

~e Jewish Agency, which we tave the h~nour to represent, tLerefore speaks 

not merely for the organiz ~~ Jewish com::.unity of Palestine, the d'llilocratically 

elected Nati~J.al Council of Palestir.e Jews, who are today the p1or.eering ven~uard 

in the building of the JewiRh national hooce; . it spee.ks also for tte Jewish people 

of tr.e world, who are ~evoted to this historic ideal , for it was ctarJod, by the 

san.e Article ~ of ths ~'.e.."lda.te, •· . . . to a,~cure the co-operation of all Jews who 

are willing to assist in the esta.blisbr.Rnt of the Jewish naticnal hO!l?e. " 

I nuve spvken of "the Jewish people" and "tea Jewish nation9.l heme ." In 

def1.n!.n13 the terz:ta of reference of the coumittee of inquiry which you are to 

appoint , and in all the ccm.mittee•s futur9 investigations , these, in my judgr.ent , 

should be r egarded as key ter.ns and basic concepts . They were tlle key terms and 

the basic concepts of the Balfour Declarati on and of the ~ndate under which 

Palestine is, or should be , a<im.1n1 stared today . To pr oceed without relation t 'I 

them would be to detour into a political wil1ernass as far a3 Palestine is 

concerned . To treat the Palestine problem as if it uere one c.f a. rely reconcil-

1IllJ the differ ences between two sections of the population present.f .v 1.chabit1n{; 

the country , or of findina a haven for a certain n~ber of refuaees and displaced 
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peroons, would only contribute to confusion . 

The Balfour Declaration, which was i ssued by His Maj~sty•s Goverr>.zr.ent as 

a •· .. . declaration of s-yznpathy with Jewish Zionist as-.i;iir ation , " declares : 

"iiis t-!aJe5ty •s Government view with favour the establlshement in Palestine 

o:f a natio1cal hcm.e for the J6wish people ." 

'..'ta H .. u,.!\.,.-':,:; 1 1.".l. its pnainble,recC3=1izes r .•. the hietor1ce.J. connectio11 of 

the Jewi1:1h p&o.i:le tritn Palestine" and " .. . the grounds :for reconst1tut~" --

I call you\" t:Lttentio.'l to the word "reconstituting"--"the1r national lloz.:.e in t.1'.at 

country ." 

Those intornational corr.mitmente of a quarter of a century ago , which 

flowed froo: the rec~.o1t1on of l:.istoric r ights and present needs, and upon 

whic h so 1r.uch has already been built 1n Palestine by the Jewish people , cao.Dot 

now be ~r.ased . You canr.ot turn back the hands of the clock of history . 

Certainly, t he United Nations , QUided by its great principle , proclaimed 

in its Cn~rter, "to establieh con~tions ur.der which Justice and respect for the 

obli~atious arisin,J frcm treaties and other sources of int• rnational law can be 

main',.ained, " can never sunction the violation of treaties 

law. 

and of international 

Bavin6 thls and similar eituations in mind, a specific provisio:i., you 

will recall, was written into the Chapter of the Charter of the United Nations 

which deals with territories which might become trusteeship t erritories, w:d 

which is therefore especially applicable to territorie s now under m.e.nde.te . Thia 

is Article 8o of the Ctarter, which r eads : "Ex=ept as may be aJreed upon in 

i ndividual t rusteeship agreements, made under rticles 77, 79, and 81, placina 

each t erritory under the trusteeshi p system, and until au.ch agre£lllents have been 

cor.cluded, nothing in this Chapter shall be construed i n or of itself to alter 

in any manner the rights whatsoever of any states or any peoples or t he terms of 

existing international instruments to which Members of the United Nations may 

r espectively be parties ." 

' 
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I t ie the perspective of your cO?rJ:littee of inquiry on the entire problelll 

which, in our Judf,uent , will prove decisive. It will give direction and will 

GI"Gatly expedite its work, and its conclusions will prove of const'ructive 

S1Bllif1cence, if it will keep the proper perspective always in view. • 
'; 

A generation ago, the internatim-ial cOIJlltunity of the world, of which the 

Vnited Nations today is the political and spiritual heir, dec.::eed that the 

Jewish people should be given the r ight , long denied, and the opportunity to 

reconstitute their national heme in Pa.le3t1ne , Tlult national heme is still in 

the ttaking; it has not yet been fully establ!ahed. No 1nternatior:al ccnunity 

has cancelled or even questioned that right . The Mandatory Power
1
which was 

entrusted with the obligation to safeguard the opportunity for the continuous 

arowth a:cd develo1ment of the Jewish national heme, has unfortune.tely, in 

recent years,grievously interfered with and circumscribed it . That opportunity 

must now be fully restored . 

When Vill tl:.e Jewish nat1or.al hOite be nn accon:mplished fact? The answer 

to that question may well be given by the man who was Prime Minister of 

Great Br itain at t!le time when the f.:ilfour Decle.ra.tion was issued . I Ellll quoting 

the testimony of Mr . Lloyd George, 13iven before the Palestine Royal Commission 

1n 1937 : 

"There could be no doubt, " he said, nas to what the C:tbinet then haci. 1n 

their minds. It ,.-as 1.ot thejr idea that a Jewish state should be er. t up 

in:mediately by the peace treaty. On the other har.n , it was contemplated tbet, 

when the time arrived for according r epr esentati ve institutions to Pe.lostine, 

if the Jews had meanwhile responded to the opportunity afford~d them and ha~ 

beccme a definite majority of the inhabitants, then Palestine would thus become 

a Jewish commonwealth ." 

"The notion tbat Jewish 1mm1grat ion," he continued, nvould have to be 

artificially r estricted in order to insure that the Jews would be a permanent 
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minority, never entered into the head of anyone engaged in f.raminu the poli cy. 

Tha't would have been reJarded as unjust and as a fraud on the people to whom we 

were a:i;poaling ." 

Thia Ba?lle answer could also be given by Mr. Wlnst on Churchill, who was an 

important member of the Govermn.ent which issued the Balfour Declaration; by 

General Smutu, who 1o1as a xneriber of the Imperial War Cabinot at the time and who 

foretold anincrsaErinG stream of J ewi sh immigration into Palestine and "in 

c er.erationa to come, a creat Jewish state rising there once more"; by 
. 

Lord Robert Cecil, and by llla.~y others . 

American statesmen shared this view of the J ewish national home. Thus, 

Pres i dent Wilson, on t-ti rch 3, 1919, stated: "I am persuaded that the Allied 

nati ons, with the fullest concurrence of our own Government and people, are 

agreed that in Palestine shall be .laid the foundations of a Jewish commonwealth," 

That the Govern'llent of the United States does not no\l consider the Jewish 

national home as already established 1s clearly stated in the letter of 

President Truman to Kins Ibn Saud, of Saudi A.z;•abia, dated October 2~, 1946. He 

wrote: "The Goverr.ment and people of the United States have given support to the 

c~ncept of the Jewish uational hOllle in Palestine ever since the termination of 

the first World W--4r , which resulted in the free1na of a larze area of the Near 

East, includina Palestine , and the establishment of a nl.llllber of independent states 

which are now .Members of the Uni t ad Nations . " 

"'I'he United States," wrote President Truman, "which contributed its blood 

and resources to the v1nning of that war, could not divest itself of a certain 

responsibility for the ir.anner in which the freed territorie1:1 were disposed of 

or for the fate of the peoples liberated at that time . It took the position, to 

which it still adheres , that these people should be prepared for self-Government, 

and also that a national home for the JeVish people Abouid be establlah~d in 

Palestine. " 
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"I am happy to note , " declared the President, "that most of the liberated 

peoples are now ci tizer.s of ir,depe~dent countries. The Jewish National 

Rome, however, has not ae yet been fully develop&d ." 

It should, of course, be clear -- and I regret that statements ma.de by 
• 

certain representatives in recent days bave ; 4't.d9d to coruuse what should 

be clear -- that when we speak of a Jewish State; we do not he.vs in lll1nd any 

racial .State, or any theocratic State but one which will be based upon full 

equality and rights for all inhabitants without distinction of religion or 

race and. without dolll1.nation or subju6:1.tion. ,-.'hat we have in mind by the 

Jewish State is most succinct~ stated in a r esolution adoptod by the British 

La.~our Party in 1945 - - now represented by the present Goverr.ment of U1.J.ted 

Kingdom which requested this special session of the United Nations. I am 

quoting; 

"Here, we halted halfway, irresolutely between coLflicti:r..g policies. But 

there is surely neitter tope nor meaning in a Jewish National Home unless we 

are prepared to let the Jews , if they wish, enter this tiny land in such 

numbers as to becoI&e a majority. There was~ atror.s case for this before 

the war and th~re ie an irresistible caee for it now." 

When your Cottmi t tee of Inquiry will coir.e to consider proposals fl"lr r,l:.A 

future Govern.a:ent of Paleet.ir..e, this inescapable and irreducible factor 

the international obligation to ensure the continuous develop~ent of the 

Jewish Nat1or.a.l Hoxre -- should be kept , in our judgment, conatantl.y in mind. 

I believe it would be extremely helpful to tl:.e ColLlllittee of I nquiry if the 

r.andatory Goverwna.nt would present the 8ccour.t of its stewardship of the 

Palestine Mandate to it rather than wait for t:te ne~t Aassmbly of the United 

Nation° . It. wouli assist the Committee in thinkil'lg through the problem and 

at arriving at helpiul recomu:endatione f or the future Goverument ~f Palestine. 
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It is illogical, I fear, to ask the Col!Qj_tteo of Inqu.1::y to couaider the 

future Govorr..ment of Palestine without first making a t~orough stu~y of the 

present Government to discover what was faulty in the present a<!..ninietration, 

what neglect ar.d what deviations occurred to have broi..:ght about a condition 

so dangerous and explosive as to ndcessitate ths convok:ir.g of a special session 

of the U!li ted N~tions to deal with it. 

I believe that the CoIClli t tee of IP.q uiry al'..ould .rroe t certainly visit 

Palestine. Written docwi:ents are important but infiniteJ.y .o:ore iJ:structive are 

the living documents , the visible tes t :tmony of creative effort and achievement. 

In PaJ.est1ne , they will see what the Jewish people, inspired by the hope of 

reconst1 tu ting tl:is National Home aft.er the lons weary centuries of their 

hcmelessne.ss and r elying upon the honour and the pledged word of the world 

community, bae achieved in a f ew short yew.·s against great odds and seemingly 

insurmounteble handicaps. The taak was enoril!Ous .- - Untrained hands , inadequate 

means, overwhelming difficulties. The land wae stripped and poor, neglected 

through the centuries. And the period of building took place between two 

disasteroua world wars when European Jewry was shattered and i:.llpoverieh.ed. 

Nevertheless , the record of pioneering achieven:ent of the Jewish people in 

Palestine has received the acclaim of the entire world. And what was built 

there wi th aocial vision and high human idealism has proved a blessing, we 

beli eve, not only to the Jews of Palestine but to the Arabs and to other 

non-Jewish colLlllunities as well. 

Ttat the re turn of the Jews to Pal esti ne would prove a blessi ne not only 

to themselves but also to their Arab neighbors was envisaged by the Emir Faisal, 

who was a great leader of the Arab peoples, at the Peace Confer ence follow1ns 

the Fi rst World Var. On March 3rd, 1919, he wrote: 



MA/a1!l A/C.ljP.V . 50 
23 

"1,!e Arabs look with the deepest sympathy on the Zionist Movelll8nt. Our 

deputat!.on her e 1n Pa.,ie is fully ac,;uainted with tbe pro:?oaa1FJ su~mit te:l 

yesterday by the Zi onist Crga•niz.ation to the Peace Conferon~o ani W9 rei.,l'!r~ 

them -:i.s modor.ate a.rlll proper. 'le will do our test, in so i'ar as we are e,oncer::ied, 

to ~elp them through . :-.'e will wish the Jews a reost hearty welco:.r.e home. I 

look forward, and~ people with me lockforward, to a future in wnich we will 

help you and you will help us so that the countries in which we are mutuelly 

interested may once again take their places in the co!'lll!lUility of civilized 

peoples of the world ." 

Your Con:xr.i t tee of lnq u1ry will conclude , we are confideni;, that if allowed 

to develop ut:interruptedly the sta.'1dards of life which h'.l.Ve bear. devolopod i n 

Palesti)le, the cor,cept.s of social justice and the mode::-n scie::tif1c metho1 will 

serve as a great stin:ulus to the rebirth ai:d proaress of t~e entire Near East 

with which Palestine and with which the destinies of the Jewish National Home 

are naturally bound up. 

Your Committee of Inquiry should also consider the potenvi alities of the 

country which, if properly devoloped. , can, accord1.ns to the expert testimony 
'\. 

of those n:ost qualified to speak on the subject, suotain a population r:ruch 

greater than the preser.t one. Many n:ore proJecte,wh1oh will result in great 

economic and social improvement not alo:i.e in Palesti ne 1:ut in all the ne!.gbcoring 

countries,are awaiting dovelop~ent per.ding a sati~f6ctory political solution. 

The ColLlllittee of Inquiry stould, while in Palestine, also look into the 

real, the funda.m_ental causes of the tragic unrest and violence which today 

mar the life of the Holy Land to which our Je.nsh pioneers came, not with weapons 

but w1 th tools. They will inquire, I 8Ill sure, wlly a peace -loving coI!lll:mi ty, 

whose sole inter&st w:ie in building a peaceful home end r.·~ture for tnemeel·,ee 

and their children, is being dri,,en to a pitch of resontJll.!lnt Wld tension ar.ci. 
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lamentably driving some of its members to actions which we all deplox-e . 

T}.ey wi'.Ll flRl.c thomselvo'3 , I am sure, why ship;'lr;ada of hel_p:.e.;s J!:,;•:!.eh 

r efugees -- JllLln, \.fQT.i'ln,an~ o~rtli!.:'en who have beon thr·:> ~gJ-. s.1.1 tre helJ.a of 

Nazi Europe - - are bair..g driven away from the ehoree of t:.e J eN~eh Natior.al 

Home by a ~~ntl.i,tory Governn.ent wl:icb assumed, as its _priuo obligr-.t1on, to 

facili tate Je.ri3h ilrlrcgration into that country. 

They will also invest::gate, I hope, how the Mandatory Government is 

carrying out anotLer of i ts obli sat~ons which was to encourage close settlement 

of the Jews on tr.eland; when, in actual practice, it 1a toc.ay severely 

reetrict1ng free Jewish settleIOOnt to en area less than six per cent of that 

tiny country, and is enforcing t oday in the ~Tewish National Ho:rre discriminatory 

r acial le.we which the Mandate, as well as the Charter of t!le United Natioris, 

severely condeil:llB . 

By way of digression, l et it be said -- if it need be stid at all - - that 

we a.re not t. . . gaged, nor el:.all wo be engaged, in any criticism or condemnation 

of the people of the United King:!.om. We have no quaJ:-rel. With them. On the 

contrary , we have the highes t regar~ and admiratjon for that people and for its 

~on~ntal contributions to democratic civilization; and we shall never f orget 

that 1 t ,,:as the United Kingdom whic:h first wi:cng tl::e nations gave r ecognition 

to the national aspirations of the Jewish people. I t 1s only a wrong ar,d 

unjustifiable policy which contr adicts and tends to dafeat the fa.r-~sioned 

Bri tish etatesn:anehip of earlier ,e...rs which we condemn . 

1.-?e r.ope moat earnestly that the Committee of Inquiry Will also visit t te 

Displaced Persona CS.'l!ps in Europe a.rid see with t.heir own eyes th.3 appalling 

hi.man tragedy which n:ankind is !.)e~mi t tina to cor.tinue \me.hated two years --

it is exactly two years today since VE Day -- af ter tho close of tl::e war in 

which the Jewish people was the ~eateGt ouffarar . 
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While comnittees of investigation and study are reporting on their sad 

plight, and while inter-governmental discuesions and negotiations are going 

on, these war- ravaged men and women a.re languishing in their misery, still­

waiting for salvation. They ask for the bread 01' escape and hope; they a.re given 

the stone of inquiries and investigations . Their morale 1s slumping terribly. 

A spiritual deterioration, I am afraid, is setting 1n among them. It ie only 

the hope that tomonow--perhape tom.o:rrow-- redemption may come that keeps their 

spirit from breaking utterly. Most of them are desperately eager to go to the 

JeW1sh national hone . I hope that the conscience of mankir.d, speaking through 

you and through your C~.mnittee of Inquiry, will make it poseible for these 

weary men and wcmen to find peace at last and healinG in the land of their fondest 

hopes, and that their liberation will not be delayed until the report of the 

COlliJllittee is finally made and the action of the Assembly is finally taken, but 

that, pending ultin:ate decisions and implementations, these unfortunate people 

vill be permitted forthwith to migrate in substantial numbers to Palestine. 

There is a desperate urgency about this tragic hman problem, TifY friends, 
. 

which brooks no delay. An imD.adiate relaxation of the restrictive measures on 

1mm1gration into PeJ.eetine and a return to the statue which prevailed before 

the White Paper policy of 1939 was imposed will not only be a boon to these 

suffering humane, but will greatly relieve the present meJ'l.acing tensions in 

Palestine, will wash out muc~ of the bitterness and will e!')able the deliberations 

of your COJIIIllittee of Inquiry and of the next Assembly to be carried on in a 

calmer spirit, in an atmosphere of moderation and good will. We are all eager 

for peace . We must eJ.l make a contribution to achieve it. But the decisive 

contribution can only be made by the m.endatory government . 

' 

• 
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I hope that I have not abused your patience, Mr. Chairman, and the patience 

of the r epresentatives of the United Nations here assembled . Penn.it me to 

conclu~e with this observation: 

The Je~~sh people places great hc;e upon the outcome of the deliberations 

of this sreat body . It has faith in its collective sense of Justice and fairness 

and in the high ideals which ins:9ire it. We are an ancient people, and thoUBh 

we have often, on the l ong hard road which we have traveled, been disJlluaioned , 

we have never been disheartened. We have never lost faith in the sovereienty 

and the ultimate triumph of great moral principles. In these last tragic years, 

whou the wbol o hoU!!uhola of Israol became ono great hoatolr~ of pain, vc could 

not have built what we did build had we not preserved our unshakable trust in 

the vdctor.;, of truth. It is in that strone faith and hope that we wish to 

cooperate with you in this taok ,:hicb you have undertaken . 

The Jewish people belongs 1n this society of nations . Surely the Jewish 

people is no less deserving then other peoples whose national freedom and 

independence have been established arid whose representatives are now seated 

here . The Jewish peo-ple were your all.i tJs in the war and joined their sacrifices 

t o yours to achieve a common Viote:ry. ~ he representatives of the Jewish people 

of Palestine should sit in your midst . The representatives of the people and 

of the land which gave to mankind opiritual and ethical values inspiring human 

personalities and sacred texts which are your treasured possessions - -we hope 

that that peo;ple, now rebuilding asc.in its national lif~ in its ancient 

homeland , will be welcomed before l ong by you to this noble fellowship of the 

United No.tions . 

l 
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CID'..IRl,!fl.N: Does any Member of the Committee Wish to address any questions 

to Dr. Silver on any points a.rising out of hls statement ar.d which concern the 

itom on our aaonda wh:lch we are diecuasinB now? 

Mr . ASAF ALI (11.:dia): I shall confine toyeelf very atictly indeed to the 

statement made by Dr . Silver. 

I ~ust firot Of all congratulate him on the eloquence of facts and tho 

mode:ration born of long centuries of su:ffaring . I ass'.,.ll'e him that truth shall 

win in the last resort ar.d. hume...~ conocience will not abandon its ftmction. He 

will permit me, therefore, to ~ut to him just a few questions which arise out of 

his statement . 

Ti1e very first question which I should like to ask him is this : What '1-:.9.e 

the number of Jews from outside in Palestine in 1900, again in 1930, and finally 

in 1939 '!(hen the White Paper of 1939 was issued by the British GovornlLlent'l 

CHAIRMAN: Dr. Silver will no doubt t!:B.ke a note of t hat question . I do not 

suppose we can expect him to produce all these facts without a little consideration. 

We might go on to the next Member of the Committee who has expresaed a desire to 

ask. a question. That is the t-!ember of the Committee from Poland. 

Mr. ASP:F ALI (India) : I have six more questions . 

CHA:ffiMAll : Then you may ask the other five. Dr. Silver might make a note of 

9.11 th:ioo q:wct1Qns rand onawe1· them at hie conver.ience . 

Dr. Abba Hillel SILVER: (R~presentative of the Jeu,ish Acency f or Palestine) : 

I should prefer, if I may, to collect all these questions and at some p.ropor moment 

perhaps request the opportunity of answering them, because I should lilce t o o ve 

~ complete and satifactorJ rop1ieo as I can. 

CHAIBMAii : I think that would probably be better--if the questions were 

addressed to you now and, if you see fit , they may be answered later, either 

Jral.ly or in wr! ting . 
• 
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Mr • .ASAF ALI (L,dia): My next question would be whether Dr. Silver 

recognizes the fa::t that there is a very clear distinction between a Jewiah 

state a.-id a Jewish national home, wilich is mentioned in the mane.ate . Does he 

also recognize the f&.ct tba.t even the statement,to which he mude a reference, 

wbich was made by the representative of the Li!lere.l Government--or the Labour 

Party--referr~i not to a Jawish state b~t to a JeWiah national heme? 

• 

-
• 

• 
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My thirc. q1.1estion is ceincerned with t!r. S ilver's r efer,"ncF- t .. :5:ur op!:>r:.n 

J ~wry , Will he be so kind as to provide us with some idea of the ace of the 

various communities of i?ational Je...,:ry livinc in ""'uro~e , who would now l ike to 

go bacl~ to the nat::.onal home; hc.,w lon._, have they lived in Europe; and are they 

easily e.ssimile.ble in :EE..lestine ? 

My fourth question is as follows: Ha has made a stctement t o the ef fect 

that at Paris in 1919 en extremely conciliatory s t e.teu:ent was lllad.e b;)' a .:.;reat 

Arab leade r whc, ,.-elcomed the J ews t o :PE..lesti!!e . Is there any reason why the 

.Arabs are r esistinc; 11:mlicr·ati .:m now? 

1-ly fif th question r i le.tee t o the r efu,sees frc,:rn !lf.zi "Prr essi cn . The 

Uazi Govern.i11ent 1n .Lurope t as been comr,l ~tely suppr essed ano. ll£.zi Cerir.e.ny i s 

now under the control of the decurity Council, or, 1:.t ally rate, the United 

Nc.t~ons . If tra...t i.3 so, is there B.IlJ r oi:.son why t.hes€ r efu.r;ees cannot be 

J::·esettleci. in their r.atural GerillOn home , :here they s11e6.k the lansuage of the 

couro;:ry anl where they find themse lves r a.r more ensily 6saL:lilable . 

l4y a ixtb and lEcst question .,;-ould be about the conciitions .:hich are 

currently r>revaili."lG in Pe.lest in6 . It is very {:;ra.tify:Ln.:; t .:, l earn that 

Dr . S i lver , on be half of t he J e,.ish At.,ency, has r e coi;nized the noble r ol e wbic·h 

the people of the United Kin._;dom ~ve _;-U.yed in r ccot:;nizin{; t be urcency of the 

Je,:ish J)r obl~m. tn~y I know '\-:by :,ublic servants of tbe Gov Jrrucent of t i;c 

United KiDGdom, \\ho are doing their d1.:ty under extremely difficult clrcuz:,sta.nces , 

are beina :picked off t oday by viol e nce? 

C~•lAH: i'1oat of those questions, not all cf them, are factual in 

character and the information ce.n no doubt be secureu and can possibly be 

circulated in- written f orm. One or two of !:.hem are not quite so factual. I 

hope they , •iJ.l not, in their replj', provoke e. debate on issues which ru::e n.:>t , 
yet within the terms of r efe1·ence of this Committee e.nd I hope it will not 

come within its terms of reference. 

I 



A/C . 1/ .r • V. 50 
32 

Tc.ere are further questions that some members would like to address to you, 
. 

Dr . .3ilver, on points which will, l hope, help us 1.'l'l ,,ur ~:ork of constituti.'l(; 

and inetructin{; tb& s~eciel committee of inquiry , and for th~L purpose the 

representative of Foland woul d like to address one or two questions to you. 

Mr . FIDERKIEWICZ (Poland) : I ,,:oul <1 lil,e to aslc the repreeent~tive of the 

Jowish Agency Dr . Silver j~st two questions . 

First of al.l, who r epresents the Je1 ish Ac;ency, how u.any orcanizations , 

how is the Executive Cotill!tittea established and or0an1zed, and hou does it work? 

The second question : Have there been any attempts at collaboration between 

the Je~,s and Arabs 1n ieleatine? 

~ir Ale;;.ander CAIXJGA:'i (United .lCinGd<im) : I cm net quite sure, Mr. Chairman, 

tbAt I shall be il.1 orQer. I wes not strictly intendin{; to address a question 

to Dr . ~11ver , but rather to make u ccn::.J£>nt on a certain pasaaGe in his speech. 

I shou~d be in a sense perhaps rather replyin3 to a question he put to me . I 

did ,7ant to Jr.Ake a very sbcrt declaration in one eontence which I thoucht m1abt 

be llelpful. 

eHAmNAN: I think this questioning pr ocess oucht to 1 or k both ,mys . 

Sir .Alexander CADCCAH (United Kir..:;clom) : I mere ls 11iah t o sa;r that I would 

111:e to dispel any misunderatanciiri.g whi ch micht at ill exist, which may have 

ariaen out of the terr::s cf the letter in which I had the hcnour to request the 

Secreta.ry-Gener~l to sumcon a meetinG of the Special Aeae~bly . In tbe.t letter 

there 1ias a passage atatiri,e that my Government w;,ulC: be prepued to aivs full 

an~ complete inforill£.tion to the Assembly . I wish tc make it quite clear, and 

f ormE.lly, that, if the Gun~ral Aasembly sets up a epec ial i nvestitating 

committee , my Government c,f course "ill be entir ely e.t th ... disposal of that 

coXlll'll1ttee and will sive all possible inforw.ati on, which will incl.ude an c.ccount 

of the i r ste,,;ardsh1p. 

\ 

... 
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Hr . GONZAL' S-FERNANDLZ (Col ombia) : I hope to be quite 1n order, 

,:a- . Cl~irwan. Accordi!l(, to r ur resolut!cn , we are going to hear the vie"s of 

the ciifferent agencies "'1th r ec;ard to constituti~ and 1nstrLctin[:; this 

com:..:ittee . With ~our permiss:'..on, J. e,hould lilie to ask Dr. Silver, not as an 

element of final judgment for us, but Si1'1!Jl.y as an element of illustrati on, 

what the vie\lS of the Jewish A(Jency for ralestine are rece.rdiDG the composition 

of the 1nvestiGat1IJG cocan.it tee . l:o hc.ve up t o this point two proposals 

presented in a fennel 1U1.nner and a su._;c.:,stion presented by anothe1· deleaation. 

I should like very much tu 1--..no,: the point ol° vicn~ of the Jewish Acency fer 

falestine, siI::.ply as an illuntr~tive ele.1ent . 

CHAIRIJAN: No doubt, L'r. Silver will talce that gueetlon under advisement 

too . 

l•ir . AIID.'t:.1:o:> (South Africa ) : I wo1.ld very shortly like to join with my 

Indian colleacue in complimentinu Lr . eilver on the very moderate, eloquent, 

and precise aadress thtit he bas n:ade to this O~llllllittee . I am st.re that it is 

GOinG to be extremely helpful t o us 1n our ciel.iberatlons in considerin,:; the 

queation of instructinc and eettiDB up this ccmrllittee of inquiry. I would hope 

too that , if "e hear any furth6r r a,rtiaentatives, tbe hi.;h standrrd, which 

Dr. S ilver tas ire.intained., 1:111 be continue<i before this t;Oltlllitte..: . I wvt~ld 

only ask him one question and thE.t baa r e lat i on t o the terms _f refer &oco ,1hich 

we 'fl'Ay be givina th.:.s ccmmittee of inquiry. Dr . Silver nae referred to the 

homeless J ews in Europe . If he woulo be so kind as to help me clarify my o-wn 

mind, he said th~t the collllllittee of inquiry should l ook into the condition of 

the homeless Jews in Euro::,e . I would ask him, does he mean that the committee 

of inquiry shovld look into that situl.tion as e. "whole or only in relation to the 

question of continuinc; ilr.lllic;ration into ?alestine. 

• 
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CHAIRMAN: Are there any further questions? 

(No response) 

CBAIRl•lAN: Dr. Silver, you have given the Committee somethin(; to think 

about, and the Committee hns gi~en you a few questions to think about. There 

ma.y be additional ones submitted in writing, ¥hich we will pass on to you. The 

result of this is, I suppose, that we rray request you or another representative 

of your A{;ency to acain appear before this Cu::mittee, and we would be most 

.BI'ateful if you would hold yourself in readiness for that purpose . 

Dr. Ab:t>a Hil).el 5 Il.VER (Jewish Asoncy for PaJ.estine): I thc.nlt you very 
-. ' 

much, Mr. Cheirman, for the 001u·tet:y you he.vs e:r.tendod to me . 

• 

• 
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CHAIRMAN: We should now proceea., I suppose, with the further d1acveoion 

of this item on the agenda, tbe constituting and instructing of the cOllilllittee 

of i nquiry. You will recal.l that yesterday we had two resolutions on thiR 

point, but that ve were er.gaged 1n a generaJ. debate, not spec ificelly on any 

particular resolution. Since yesterday, however, an additionaJ. resolution bes 

beer. submitted by the delegation of El Salvador, which 1e now being c1rcul?ted. 

We shall now continue the general discussion on the ma.t'l;er. 

Mr. PONCE (Ecuador) (Interpretation from SpaniSh) : The delegation of 

Ecuador has studied with some considerable attention the important draft r eso­

lutions prese~ted by the delegatjona of the United States and the Argentine 

Republi c, each of which has the same p,:e.iseworthy purpose of organizing in the 

best way the speciaJ. CO!l!lllittee wh-1ch is to study t'hr problem of Palestine . 

The delegation of Ecut"dor regr~ts very sincerely that it cannot give i ts 

suppc!'t to the draft resolution of the J..rgentine Republic, i,.nd declares its 

adherence to the draft resolution of the UniteA Stetee, for the reasons which 

I now have the hono\tr of stating. 

A fundamentaJ. characteristic of tto .Ame=i cen dre£t resolution which our 

delegnt1on supports is t .he constituting of a. special committee which excludes 

the coUDtr:m directly interested in the problem of Pt>lesti.ne, with the l eucr:."ol t"T 

des i r e of seeing to it that the special committee be afforded the greatest 

1mpnrtial:i.t ,1' and 1r.dependence possible. 

\!e do not wish to say that it 1s possible to assure absolute independence 

and 1mpartia11ty, but we do mean that th'3 countries which are not directly in­

t erested 1n the problem, the countries whose r ights ere not under consideration 

ar.d. who do not have inter ests in th1e t~ter of a ~ t-' 't1 ~Pl , eco~.omic, strategic, 

or of llDother similar ru:i.ture, will mor v cloetlly approA.ch impartiaJ.ity er.d :l r.­

de:pend.ent jud.8ment than the others ,·h1ch are defending their rights or ettereot1ne; 

to protect t heir interests . • 

--



t.C; cc A/C 1/r. V. 50 
37 

In tile words of the dist1neuisllcd ,ypreaente.tive of the United States, 

spoken yesterday before this Committee: 

"Thie selection is made with regPrd. to the geographicel d.!.stribut1.on of 

the S+;atee as well as with the idea in m~nd of having States which do not have 

apparent close interests involved 1n the problem they will have to study. '' 

Thia would permit the report vhich the committee will prepare to gain the 
• 

r espect ~nd support of the countries hero , and of all peoples or elmost all 

peoples a condition necessary for the attainment of an effective solution. 

Tbe 1mpartiol1 ty and 1nde~er.der.ce wi.ich, to a notable degree, the comm1 ttee 

will have will perhaps give i ta report ,:,n uncontestable morP 1 force . We believe 

that the committee which the Assembly of tbe United N~tions will finelly approve 

can hardly be vetoed by the Mandatory State. 

• As our delegation said e few days ego before the General Comm1ttee, this 

special ccmmittee which will be constituted, while trucing into consideration 

the elements o~ impartiality and indeper.dence, will not be another of the many 

commissions which have el.reedy studied tr.e 1-:.:oblem of Palestine, nor will 1 ta 

report be considered as merely one more report which is to be added to the 

various ones already ex1stine . 

Three countries of America figure among the eeven countries on the special 

committee si;ggested by the United States. They are Canada. Peru, and Uruguay, 

for whom our delegption w111 vote with pleasure . Also , we are very satisfied 

to have Sweden, Holletld, Czechoslovakia, and Iran as members of the speo1e1-

comm1ttee. 

As far as the terms of reference are concerned , t~e delegation of E~uador 

finds the i:.read t ;! whi ch the A.meric-in J):"oposal provides to be ad vi sable. 

Auto1~, the points of greatest we~.gh•, i>::!. gravity which the specifll committee 

will have to st1.ily , no doubt , 1a the point of the M~ndate itself, because we 

have hearo. stat 8llients from countries whicb denied its validity. We need to knov 
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the significanoe end scope of the !el.four Declaration of 2 No"8111ber 1917; the 

significance and s cope ot the Mandate of 1922; the significance ani soope of 

the term, 0 Jew1sh home in Palestine." We need to know the significance, ecapo 

and legalit7 of the White Paper of 1939- We need to know, as well, the situation 

of the Jewe in Europe, as well as the coJlditions prevail:lns at pr esent 1n 

Palestine . 

The report which the special co111111ttee is to present to the Assembly 1n 

September must point the way toward a pra1sewortb,- aXld imll:ediate f?Olution of 

the problem. The most equitable solution am the most Just solution will be 

the one which will 1lllpose upon the part~.ee the least sacrifice, because we can 

well foresee that in eny case there will be sacrifices. The fairest and most 

Just solution would be the one .... ~ich could be carried out v i tbout the use of 

force, .!Jr with a minilllum use of force. 

Only the morel authority of the. United Nations, duly supported., can briog 

about an earl,- solution t~ this problem which caste new ah~dows upon the peace 

of the world, ~ vorl.d which scarcely knows whether peace bas yet been re­

established. It is now the r esponsibility of the small, neutral countries to 

study, with 1mpartia.lity and independence as far as possible, the problem of 

Palestine , so that the General Assembly of the United Nations may later adopt 

an equitable and efficacious solution. 

The time for this decieion-•and even more important, the time for carry1Dg 

it out- -vlll be the time of greatest responsibility for the great countries . 

Upon these latter countries will depend,in the laet analysis, the future of the 

~rnational Organization. The United Nations 1s faced vith a very 8'8rtous 

situation, the consequences of which are related intimately v 1tb the maintenance 

of peace, security, am the contnuous progress of humanity. 
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Mr. PALZA (Bolivia) (Interpr etation from Spanish): The object which I 

have in taking the floor 1s that of supporting the pr opoee.l wWch has just been 

me.de by our honourable colleague , the repr esentative of Ecuado-1· . The point of 

view of the delegation of Bolivia on this matter which 1s u.~der djecuesion 

cons:l.ete of the followir~: Between thti tvo proposals which we hc.ve before us-­

that i s to say, the proposal of the United States and the proposal of Argentina-­

there 1 s a eubstanti ve difference . In the eecor.d. or Ar£entine proposal, the 

five great powers would take part . But on the committee which il' t o under take 

the study of the problem of Pe.leetina there must not be :t·epresentatives of any 

one of the five great powers . Thie i e the point of view whi ch, in the judgment 

of the delegation of Bolivia, is the r ight one, because the ele~entary concept 

is tb<>t no one should be a part of, and a judge in, his own case . 

On the other band, the , roposal of the United. States presents , 1n briefer 

terms, the matter which wr.s the objective of th~ Argentine proposal- -thet is to 

ee.y, both resolutions bed the eeme purpose which we are eeekir~: that of con­

stituttng a cOlllllittee whtch vill be au:fficiently impartial so that it may- study 

this grave ar:d delicate problem in the broadest aI'.d most complete way possible . 

Tha hmer1can propoeru. has the g~eat me~it of beiI:g simp:~r a~o clea~o~. Thorefo~ 
.... 

with all due respect for tl:le Argentine propooal , t:,e d e,: ~~1.t :: .., .. of ~oliv1a, I 

repeat,would like to Join in the proposal made by Ecue.dc:r,wi1ich supporte the 

Amer ican proposal ar.d requests that it be put to the vote. 

I 
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ftir. STOLK (Venezuela) (Interpretation from S:;,anieh): The delegation of 

Venezuela feels that with the decision already adopted by the General Aseembly, 

the previous questions which have been under cooeideration concerning the point 

for ~hich the delegations of fifty-five countries wer e·called, will have been 

t erminated, and it will be possible to study, without any further delay, the 

appropriateness of constituting the co~ttae proposed by the Govsrnn:ent o:f the 
be 

United Kingdom and the compoeittoo and powers which will/given to this cownttee . 

We have heard the ioterstiog atate1T.eot of the distinguished repreeentative 

of the J ewish Agency for Palestine , and all of us hope that the Arab Bisher Com.­

m1tt6e will also be heard on the mtter which 1s occupying our attention , so 

that we will be able to ll'lllce a decision in this rr.atter after the statements of 

both parties concerned are heard . 

In yesterday morning 's meeting, there were two inter esting proposals pre -

sented; one: from our collsegue from the United State~ and the other from the 

Republic of Argentina. There has just been circulated a new draft r esolution 

by the delsgation of El Salvador referring to the terlllB of r eference of the com­

mittee which we propose to establish. We have h&ard an explanation of the first 

two r esolutione and the opinions of son:e of our colleagues concerning them. 

To these comn:entaries, I wish t o add a few observations which I feel are 

indispensable, so that those who are in a poeition to do so rrllY cl6er u9 certain 

aspects of the problem,and those delegations who r;ave not f orlt':la. u C'C.fi.:11tive 

opinion yet can determine their positi on in full lcnt'~•1.:.d:;-: ,; f't:".,,. •• ·•·~ich will 

influence, doubtlessly, the standard which we adop;;ed in c:>n!J·.: 1:,,uting this com­

mittee. Upon this will depend the euccese of the tflBk which tl:u colIDlittee is 

~olng to have , and the favourable support which ite decisions will have. 
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The content of both 1>roposals -- I am referring to the United States pro­

posal and the draft resolution of Argentina -- have some points in commoi; as 

well ae other points which can compliment each other; those relating to the 

breed th and liberty of the functions of the committee, the {SUarantee that 

the parties will be heard by the investigating coll\I!J.1 ttee, the point which refers 

to budgetary questione, and the tillle li:nit for presenting a repor t. These pro­

poeals differ in their fundwtental points as has been noted by others who have 

pr eceded me . One proposal advocetes the constituting of a committee by neutral 

countries. I would say lees-interested or more impartial countries, because I 

do not believe ... 

CHAIR~AN: ~ny I ask the rperesentative of Venezuela to speak a little 

slower as the simul taneoue interpr eters ere having a little difficulty. 

l-'a- . STOLK (Venezuela) ( Interpretation from Spanish): Of course. I wee 

saying that one of the t wo pr oposals r ecommends the committee be set up of 

neutral countries . I would rather call thee less -inter ested countri es or more 

iltp&rtial countries, because I do not believe that at the present moment, after 

the r ecent e~perience of w&r, it would be convenient t0 use the t er m I am 

criticizing . . 

With all n~pect, •,1e have heard the 1rrefutable reasons for defending this 
and 

thee1e,/with no less reason we have also heard the statement made with r egard to 

the permnent II.ember s of the Security Council, so that t'H countries called 

middle-sized and eimll can take up a r eeponsibility which would be Excl~s1Te 

as reaards the investigation of facts , collating of datR , and the formulation 

of reco1111rendations on the Palestine problem, and they rr.a.y exercise the ca~acity 

they have to contribute in a calm spirit towards the solution of the great 

pest -var problem. 
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The other proposal, on the other hand, has a differ ent vie~-point. Its 

content derives from the agreen:ent of the signers of the Sen Fr ancisco Charter 
• 

who, in view of the great r espons ibilities of the Five Greet P~were to lltiintain 

peace, dedicated the famous rule of unanimity amongst them, ~hich we know ae the 

veto risbt end which ie applicable to questions of eubatance in the Security 

Council. This concept, in other words, ie nothing more than th0 rocoenition 

thet the pern:anent Members of the Security Council find t hemselves obligat ed, 

because of faith, because of their political -po-a.r and their economic power t o 
• 

aseum~ the great responsibilities that we igh on them, and what ie more important, 

t o do all they can to c)neider and resolve the great prebleirS that fac1.. hmu:inity 

co a level of principle, 10 en atmoophere of nutual confideoc~ with a view t o 

equitable soluti ons, soluticne inepired 1n the ideals of peace, Justice ar:d 

equality, ao as to n:ake possible understanding and support f n.r the 

solutions reached . The role of other Stat es in such circnn:stencea -would be e 

co-operative, useful r ole . 

With regard t c the quest ion at hand, we know thatt.lo of the five per rr.anent 

Members of the Security Council do not wi~h t ~ take part in the collllll1ttee f or 

Pal estine . I r epeat that th£ resons for taking this position have been stated. 

I respect tbe attitude of the representative of Argentina when he etat cd 

that he would not insist on hie draft which was based on the co- operation of 

the Five Great Powers, if one or ~ore of them do not want to be a mmber of the 

coremittee. 

I wonder if we should notfirst clear up the scope of the statements trade 

by the r epr esentatives of these two countries . What does their position ~ean 

exactly'/ What 1s the thoueht of this Cozr.m1ttee.1 If fue r espone ib1l1ty falls on 

one of the States to be a me.mber of the committee, ie it obligatory or is it 

subject to excuses'/ If we do not consider all this, it seems to Jr:e we cannot 
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f urther our work and reach convenient ~nd firm-de .ie1cne. 

Thie is why I want to know ;,hethcr the Goverou:ent3 of the United States and 

of tht United Kingdom ar e disposed to be r espr eeented in the Pelestine c0n.m1ttee, 

in caee thie First Coltlllittee and the General Assembly should decide that the 

corunittee of inquiry ehou],d include permanent Members of the Security Council, 
. 

or if the criterion suggested up to new would not ra~her favour the contrary 

thesis, should it be accepted by a rrajority of the Membe~s of the United Nations. 

I wieh finally to state sincerely that I cannot form a clear opinion en 

thie question because I r ecoe;oize that there HAY be reaeons er scruplee of 

conecience or pereooal convictions that perhaps forbid, to a State of t he 

United Nations , the acceptance of a majority vote on thie question of forming 

a col!'.lllittee which was the :purpca·e of thie Special Session of the General Assemb.zy 

CIIAIRtlAN: The r epreeentdti,,e of Venezuela has addressed a rather i mportant 

question to the perenent Membo~e of the Security Council, and they 'ImY, in due 

courec, wieh to reply to this queetion . 

Mr . HAGLOF (Sweden): I take it that thie general discussion which we e.re 

having 1e 1r£ant t o be a prelimir.::i:.-y d1ecuse1on . The SwJcl.ish del egation, for 

which I have the honour to speak, would be ve1·y hP..ppy t o have on opportunity , 

first of all, to lietencarefully to other del egat ions b~fcre we con:e to a defi­

ni t e opinion on this question which, after all, is the princfpal question of 

this special session·. 

What I can offer today are only ren:arke of a very general nature . There 

ere , of course, before us, two n:ain questions. The firet question concerns the 

tern:s of reference , and the second question concerns the constitution or tho 

composition of the special cozr.mittee . I fully agree with what was said yesterda;y 

by more then one representative here, that the first question is, in a way, the 

most important one. Anyway , that is the first qu6etion , and we have to agree on 

the tcrn:s of r eference before we can take any final decisi on on the composition 
of the epecial committee . 
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In the View of :--he 6~ish dele.,at ion, the t erms of reference should be 

as wide as ..,iossible. The Comn11ttee should. not be merely a f act finding 

Commi t'.:ee , but a Committee W1 th the dut.y of making definite recommcnda'.,ions. 

This is, as far as I can see, not quite clear from the Argentini an draft 

resol ution. wherein :! t is sta:~ed onJ.y that the comm1 ttee should study t.he 

s1 t uatlon in Palestine and i;l ve a report to ecable the Assembly to consider 

the question. It seems to me, if I mey say so, that the Ame1·1can draft on 

t his v~int is clear, wherein i t. is stat ed that a commi ttee should prepare f or 

the consideration o:: the Assembly of the future Coverru:ient of Pales t ine. Later 

on this is amplified by ate.t ing " ... }r oposals for the solution of the problem 

of Pales tine .. . " I think it is important that .in t hose -cermn :if r eference 

we sh~uld not. exclude any possible alt ernc.t i-1e such as "The Inde ,>endence of 

?alestir.e" , '' The Coasat ion of the !l.andate," etc . 

I wonder, and this is ~r.ly a eueges ~ion . whether it would no t b~ useful 

to s.:,eak alone of the f uture Governmen t , but also of the future s tatus of 

Pa.les t ino . All t his , of course, ma:; be much clearer wh~n we have also 11 stened 

to the othor part.1.es tod.a~ . ='*;be this )Oin~ will be clear t o ns ar'ter wo 

hl;.ve listened to t he J ewish Acency,and the Arab Hi{)her Committee . 

With re0ard to tho second llla.in problem before ~e, the pr oblem of the 

com~osition of the c~tr.mittee, it i s not ~osaible at the present staae to 

reach an.y definite decision . ihe dr~t rccoluti~~ pr ooentod today by the 

honourable represent a ~lvc of El Salvador, concerns only,as far as I can see 

it, the terms of reference . However, the t wo drefts which we have before ua 

also contain rec~mmendatione as to the composttion of the sl,ec1~1 con:.mittee. 

The two draft s a1ve us a vory clear -cut choice be tween t wo different methods. 

I am uncertain as to· whet ho:..· 01· not 1 t 1s posoible i n the courso ,,.f these 

deliberations to mix the t wo drafts e.nd to arrive at a compromise between t he 

methods . But, I think. f or ~he sake of.argument , it is good that we have two 

• 

• 
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draft s with two very clear -cut alternatives. 

The representative of the United Sta tes _.)Ointed out yesterday t hat 

el ~ter method has its advantages and disadvantaGes. It is cloer to ~e that 

if """ he· special con:mi ttee is going to be composed. solely of repr')sentatl ves 

of - -I would no-i; like to s~· r:eutral countries beca~se neutrality is a term 

which has very li~tle to do with this matter--but l!!aY I say re~reeentativee 

of countries which have no interest of their own in the matter , that in our 
on 

opinion the wor k of the c:>mmi tr.ee will be carried/more smoot hly, and a t: least 

f r om a technical point of Yi ew, in a mor e effective manner. Moreover, a 

collllllittee of this kind,composed of re9resentatives of , ma;y I say, disinterest ed 

States, will be more shel tered from accusaui ons of partiality. 

On t he other hand, it is clear thau the r e are many questions of hie;.~ 

?Qllcy involved in the .?alestine _::ir oblem and \hat what ever solntion .;he 

special comr.uttee will recommend to .;he Asoembly, t h_s solution will require 

the very mat erial suppor t of the Great Powers . The discussions we have had 

in this Assembly already have, I t hink, only ccni"irmed the im.i.>reesion t hat the 

Palest ine question cen be solved wi thin t he framework of t he United Naticns only 

if the Great £owera are agreRd as to the course to be fe llowed. 

There are certainly many more aruument s , but I will limit t1JBelf to say 

that it seems diffict.tlt at the .,resent s ta(;e of our deliberat ions t.o strike 

a r eal balance between the advantages and dieadvantaaes of the tw~ met hods . 

Th~re ia , .however, one point which seetna to me to be of 'cert tin areat importance, 

We take it for e,ranted that if we,in this Ccmmitt ee, should finally decide in 

favour of a committee composed onlJ of re~resentatives of smaller powers, that 

such a decision w~uld preauppoae ~..he Great Power s e.re a{;Teed in not wishing to 

participate . I would like •to ex-;r ess that in a U10re positi ve way . It is 

only if the Great Powers declare t hey find it useful and in the interqsts of t he 

United Nat ions to abstain ~ro~ participation, that I think the el!!aller powers 
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would have sufficient reasons for taking this difficu1t task upon themaelves . ' 

Fina11y, Mr. Chairman, t.be Swedish de1eua t_on woul.d 1ike to ~cint out , 

as I think other represencat.i ves have done before them, the necessi ty of 

keeping t he number of Q:)lllllli t ;;ee Members as stta.11 as posai bl.e. We al.l know, 

by exJerience, t hat i t is easie~ to wo~k within a smal.l bo'iy. It seems to 
.,,, 

us t hat the Membership shoul.d not pass seven, or maybe rune . 
that 

I see/in the Ar~ent inian draf t resolution it ts sta~ed tho COTL'.nitteo 
• 

should Gransmi t i t s report to the Secret.a.:-y-Gcneral. not l ater than the firs'.. 

of September . I fully e[µ'ee, and I would like to express the hope ~hat we vill 

be able to fix today, or one of 1.he next few days, the date when the committee 

sh0uld start i t s work. 

Mr. BELT (l'eru) (Inter pretation :t'rom S:,->aniah): In this ::f)reliminary 

dcba~e, the delegation of Ier u -.nshes to ex2ress i t s ep~reciat1on to the 

Republics of Aruentina and the United States for tho proposals they have 

submitted for oltr consideration. The consti tu tine of a s_)ecial. con.mi ttee of 

investiGation for the Palsstine .,r oblem is a wor thy c,ont r1but ion to the 
~ 

essential. work of this s!)ecial. General Assembly. The s t andard that ins11ires 

~he consititut1-0n of this COmmitt eo in the ; ro~osal of t he United St ates is 

in a[7'ee~nt W1 th that of my Government, inaStDuch as ~· Government considers 

that it favours t he 110es1b111ties of a ha..>-tr.onioua , impartial, and const ruct ive 

t.ask t hat corresl,)Onds to 1:he r.eed--that of inve1:1-ti13a . .i.n5 t he per t inent 

data and submitting to t.he next General Assembly :,ro;_Xlsals for r.he solution 

of the Pal.eetine pr oblem. 1 wish,in this regard,to s t ate that r.he adjective 

"neutral" in this case cannot mean indifference,paseivit y, or lack of' interest 

in r elation to this queat ion, which is an obviously universal. question. Its 

importance and uraency has been the causA of our gathering here. 

I 
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The blood tllat spills itself tode.y in Palestine is a cauoe of anguish 

to us, and we all, in our heo.rts e.nd on our lips, iuvcke peace , and 1nvccation 

that we.a ir.ade so vibrantly ar:d so eloquently by the representative of New 

Zealand. There cannot then exist that kind of neutral.ity in today's .,-orld , 

and still leas among the Membe~a of the United Nat i ons with regard to a hun:e.n 

problem of such eignti'icance. We understand, rather, that neutrall ty in this 

case means absence of vested interest, prejudice with r egru.•d to the question 

that might compromise or upset the imps.rtiallty and spirit of justice which 

is neceeeary for the study and investigation and consideration of the eclutions 

to the Palestine problem. 

Peru appreciates the ~enticn .u:ade of it in the proposal of the United 

States. We all know, in human affairs, how desirable it 1a to fulfill 

honourable and profitable poets , and we understand tllet a post en the Palestine 

Commission is a great honour , but also a gree.t responsibility, and it ia r.ot 

one we seek. However , whatever States the Aeaembly selects , we all have 

confidence that the Members e,f the United Natic,ne will r.ot evade or refuse 

either t he duti~e or the responsibilities that will be entrusted to them. 

The deleaation of Peru wishes, in particular, to expreca its agreelllBnt with 

the clause of tbe United States propoES.l which refers t o the fur.ctions and 

povera of the Commission, which it finda well formulated and as ample and 

wide in ecope aa neceseary for the fulfi~ent of the great task which caa 

been entrusted to the Con:missicn . 

Mr. BENRIQ.UEZ-URENA (Dominican Republic) (Interpretation from Spanish) : 

The two principal proposals which cave been eucmitted fer the consideration 

of the Con:mittee are at the present mc,ment the ir.oet inter_esting points in our 

debate. They lilhow great care in their formulation, ar.d great attention in the 

study of the problems that are ceing considered. It has been eaid that it would 
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be possible to ccmbine them. T~re is a first questicn on which they differ, 
the 

as has been said here already . That is / question ci' the participation of 

the Five Perrranent Met1bera of tbe Secur1 ty Council. in that CollJlliseion of Inquiry . 

I am 1n favour of t .he opinion of the Dominican delegation that effectively 

the Five Permanent Members of the Security Council could well form part of 

this Commission, but there is a point as yet unsettled, which ie that soioo, 

or one of them has expressed the desire not to be on the Commission. In that 

case , we should either be able to count on the presence of all , or if not, 

to support the propoeal suggested by the United States, which excludes them, 

and which l ooks ~ather tor.a.:t'd.a the essential points , that the constitution 

of this Ccmmission be liilited to a group of nations teat are net ~artial-- that 

ie to say, nations tl:at are impartial in this question. , 

I agree ...nth many of m.v colleasues in tbi.nking that the word "neutral 

does not have the same n:.cun1ns as might be siven it at l. ther tillles. I cannot 

forget, wit h regard to the ccncept of neutrality , the clever wcrds of a Pan­

Am~rican state!!IW-n at a time when hie country ~as decating an electoral problem 

between Conservatives and Liberals . It ~~e EB.id tl:;at the neutral pu.rty was 

going to settle the question. Thie eta tesman said: "Tr.c.se whcm I kr-ow are 

• II neutral ·onservativea and neutral Libera.le beth . In ttia case , it ia r.eceseary 

to take intc account the cor.cept of impartiality , the c~ncept cf not being 

a party. Thie means being impartial, and this is what we eeek-- 1mparti&l1.ty-.-

those nations because ci' their interest and cond1tione- -Beosrapbical and 

political--do nc.t !:.ave a direct interest in this queet1on . If, in ef'f'ect, the 

negative attitude persists an:ongst the Perir.anent M~uters of the Security Council 

of not f orming a l)EU't of the Ccn;mjeeion , we should favour the formula eugaeeted 

eo correctly by the lJnited States. Within its limits tht::ire is a ~ceeibility cf 

conciliation "11th aru>'b .. ~er phase of the question eu~geated by Argentir.a--ttat is , 

' 
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a rcore proportional geog:-aphical distribution, enlarging perhaps, even if not 

by a number exceeding two or three, the number of Me:mbera that are to conotitute 

this Commission. Instead of seven we could have perhaps rune or ten . Thie 

would not change the question substantially, and it ¥ould give us tho 

pcosibility of taking into account a broad goographical diet:::-ibution which 

'Wt>uld be more in agrocment w1 th the points of view sat forth in tl:!e Rule.a 

of Procedure of the United Nations. 

Tmt is to say , there are some regions of the earth that tl.2'8 net taken 

into account by the briof mention of seven Members . Even in the proportion in 

which Member States of Europe and of America are represented , it Illight be taken 

it:.to account that there is no cation of sc0·1;!1c-:-: n 1 Europe , an there is in America- ­

some f r om the north a-oo. from the south. Therefore , ther.e would perhaps be Members 

missing i'rom tropical A:c:erica, IJBI::ely Centr~l America ar.d the Antilles . 

This last part of the question is easily made acceptable by increasing 

the number of Members of the Ccmmisaion, which wcu.d eati"fy the propoeal of 

Argentina o..nd bring it into line wi ~ the propoeal of the U:iited States. 

Tbe propocal just distributed , en:anating frcm the Republic of El Salvador, 

• refers to another impcrtant point of the question, that ie , the terms of refer ence 

of this Ccmmieeicn. It micht be thcugltttat if we go on to vcte tbe soluti on 
Wu 

adopted with its basis in the United States propceal,i1-:0Lll.d a lready have 

established and settled the problem of the terms cf roferon~e , or whether 

there would be rcom fer enlo.rsing ar.d e::q,etiatins on points aa here eusaested , 

so as to define better some of tte mttere that are to be recommended to the 

Committee . 

• 
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It seems to me that there would be no obstacle once the United States 

proposal is approved, with a few corrections as SUB(,ested. It would still remain 

for the Committee to make more definitive and more precise, in a separate 

proposal r ather than marnendment, this question of the terms of refernnce, because 

it m1Ght well be that some delegations, among them, mine, would consider it 

inter esting to specti'y these points exactly, and make them concrete in the 

recci:.mendo.tions made to the COICJllittee. 

Ther efore , we have, in the El Salvador proposal, a reference to a phase 

of the question not considered in the speeches made up to now, on the -question 

of consultations and infoma.tion, questions SllS,Jested, for example, by the 

Indian delegation . They m1Ght be cause for certain action which the Committee 

would have to take. I refer also to other questions made by other delegations, 

to the Jewish Agency which we have here this morning. 

The Swedish delegation has al.so made some suggestions on the form which it 

would be well to coneider in these terms of reference, the judicial status that 

miaht be Biven to Palestine or to the Government that might be given it . These 
• 

and other points or phases of the question can perhaps be considered of sufficient 

importance to be formulated concretely for study . 

It seems to me that the only way to reconcile these t wo procedural questions 

with regard to the pr oposal that is to be approved, would be, as I have said, 

once the United States proposal is approved, with alight corrections , that we 

shoulclmake it possible , in case the Ccmm1ttee should think 1t neceasary, to 

specify,in an addit1Qnal proposal, some concrete point which we might think 

necessary with regard to the tenns of r eference. All this , besides what has 

been Benerally expressed 1n the first proposal, would then have become resolutions. 

That is what I think is pertinent to submit now for the consideration of 

t he COlllDlittee . 



AW/ift A/C .J./P.V .50 
57 

. 
Mr. PAPENEK (Czechoslovakia) : I would like to make a few observations, 

in this general discussion, only as far as it concerns the composition of the 

special committee . The delegations of the United Nations propose that a 

speciaJ. committee to prepare for the consideration, at the next regular session 

of the Assembly, how the future government of Palestine should be constituted. 

In our opinion, the proposals that such a committee should prepare and brinu to 

the General Assembly, should be just. But it is not enough to be just. They 

must be acceptable, and they must be acceptable, first of all, to those who will 

be charged with their execution . 
the great Powers and 

It seems to !l4e that in t .he first place ,/t he t-'.andatory Power will be 

charged with the execution of the proposals that will emanate from that ccm:mittee , 

Therefore, why should they not participate 1n the preparation of such a proposal? 

If they are ready to accept a proposal of a ccmmittee of disinterested Powers , 

it seems to me that the;v should be ready to prepare, or help prepare, a proposaJ. 

for the next session, themselves . In that way they would facilitate the 

discussions and decisions of the General Assembly . 

The proposal of the United States conta.ins a great thoucht concernin{$ the 

decisions of those who do not participate in the conflict or 1n the problem. 

This principle is on the basis of the courts of justice 1n every civilized 

country . We must not forget that there is behind such a decision of a Judg~, 

of a court, an executive state power . Without such a state power which is 

ready to force the execution, there is no reason to have any decision . 

Unfortunately, the United Nations have not gone tl-.at far. The cou:m.ittee, 

whatever it will propose, will not have a backiDG of a power which would force 

its execution . 

The United Nations 1s based on the principle of agreement , of collaboration, 

not only amons t hose who do not participate directly 1n the probl.em, but of 

t hose who are directly participatins, The Security Council 1s based on this 
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principle, There has to be SlJreement among the great Powers. If we r.ave a 

co:m::uttee which will be based on the deci sion of disinter ested Powers, we are 

enden~eriI16, instead of f acilitating , t.t.e work of the United Nations, and 

• especially of the General Assembly. Yesterday it was stated here that these 

decisions or discuss1cns in the Securi ty Council--the Peace Conferences were 

, ment1oned--do not g1vo us any assurance of such agreement . TMs was statc:1d also 

1:1 connection with the Report o_f the Military Staff' Col"..mitt ee . I ag!'ee . But 

even if t her9 16 no agreeit.ent on every problem, I have to hear ae yet that anyone 

would propose that the peace treaties be concluded without the participation of 

th'3 great Powers, or perhaps that the military force of the United Nations should 

be prepared a::.d cr eated without the participation of the areat Powers . 
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That 1a why we feel that although the committee should be a very am&ll 

one, those who v j ll be called on to carry out the decisions should help to 

prepare the decisions. Therefore, I agree with the f i r st part of the proposal 

of the representative of Argentir.a. Unfortunately, I could not agree wi th ~he 

second part of it, which l eaves the corrpoa i tion of the con:mi t toe to mero chance . 

If we leave it that way, it could happen that, next to the five Great Powers 

if we agree on that -- we could l:ave four other Members of the British 

Commonwealth. I do not think that the United Kingdom Goverr.n:ent had this in 

mind when they proposed that this speci al aeasicn of the r1saembly should be 

called, but we must not l eave this important decision to mo11e chance. 1:e must 

take cscisions ar.d we must take responiaibilites for these decisions . 

Sir Alerand.er CADOOAJ:1 (United Kin8dom)· I asked your leave to speak a t this 

st~e only in order to answer the ques t i on put by the honourable r epresentntive 

of Venez.ue.la . 

Re asked whether cy Government wouJ.d, wronest the _permanent Members of the 

Counc il, refuse to serve on the investigating committee. Mr answer is that mJ 

Government is as a good a Mambor of the United Nations as any other, a.r,.d if this 

Assembly deci ded to r equest us to serve on the committee , we should not, of 

course, refuse to accede to that request . But having said that, I should like 

• to r emind the Committee of a short intervention I made the other day on this 

subject . 

Apart fro.m objections which we see to the inclusion in the 1nvesti&atin8 

committee of the permanent Members of the Security Council, I would ask the 

Co:mmittee to remember that my Government are in rather a particular positi on. 

They would find themselves, if they were membero of that committee, at ti.mes in 

the W1tr.ess stand, and then after that, a 11X>ment or two later, would resume their 

seats wi th the Jury. It is a principle, of course, that we have always -- and 
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I think everybody has - - upheld, that no man shouJ.d be judged in his own cause, 

and I think we should be put in a somewhat embarrassing and c.ifficult position. 

I should like to mako short reference to observations that have been made 

regarding the inclusion of the permanent Members in the 1r..veat1gating colll!llttee. 

It has been said that it is unreasonable to exclude from the inveatisating committe! 

those powers who will bear the greatest responsibility in carrying out any 

deci siors or r ecolf.llle~datione . I would point out that the investigating committee 

is not a final body; it is merely preparing the case for ultimate decision. 

That decision must rest with the Assembly, includir,e all the Members of the 

Uni tad Nations, who will all l:ave to take their share in carry .:.:.g out the 

decisions of the Assembly. 

·¥,r. AUSTIN (United States) : I was asked to answer a question, and I shouJ.d 

like to associate my answer with the response of the repressnta~ive of the 

United Kingdom, both of us having been inquired of at the same time by the 

distinguished representati ve of Venezuela. 

CHAJ:Rt,U..lJ: I think the Co:cnittee would be glad to hear the reply of the 

United States representative to that question before we adjourn for lunch. 

Mr. AC.-'STIN (United States) : This will be very brief. 

The purpose of our positi on in this matter is to expedi te a report presenting 

all substantial clair::e and all probative facts; that is, to hasten it, to get 

it back to tr.a Assembly in tiD:a for the meetinS in Septeml:er. Our fear is that 

opposing views and debate among the permanent Members -- if tt.ey were on that 

special committee -- over details , would cause delay by the intrusion of o~her 

interests which are perfectly obvious here. Everybody knows about them .. They 

are constantly ariair.g on JI.Sre details. 

It would be better to have the perJDanent Members of the Security Council, 

who will participate in the uJ.timate decision, reserve the presentation of their 

• 
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views until after a epec1a1 committee hae settled details and has reported facts. 

We believe that ~hey will be reported impartially by an,y committee , but the 

probabi lity of arrivins at an impartial docieion ie g:-eatly enhanced by startina 
as possible 

off right and by having that committee set up as nearly free/from theoe strons 

adverse interests that we constantly run into when the perlllBI.ent Members 

participate in the decision a."ld in the debate leadins up to it. 

Pe recosnize our respor:si bili ty . 'lie will face it. ALd. it will come at 

the right tilll8, and that ie after this prelim111ar'J investigation and the repor~ing 

of the facts . The permanent t-:ember a s~ould jnot be divided here and the 

theory of the unani.m.ity of the permanent Members and their reapons:b1i1ty avoided 

and disinte3I"ated in this ce.se. We ttinl-.: it would be unwise to devi&.te from 

the ~olicy and tho principles of tho Charter by having a,-.y one of the peru:ane~t 

Members on this special corunittee unless all of them are on that committee. 

The position of tte United Kingdom is understood. by all of us. 1·e respect 

it. They are ~rying to adhere to that attitude of 1mpai·tiallty and of not 

s itting on both sides of the same table at the same tin:e . We think that an 

unbalanced arre.ngement of permru.ent Members, with the special obligations which 

they have under the Chater , would not be wise i n this caee an;y more than in e.ny 

other case. All or r.one eeews to us such an advisable arra.~se.ment that the 

Uni ted States adheres to the idea of a special committee which excludes the 

permanent Members. 

The United States will not now -- and I hope will never -- take an 

attitude of intr ans:geance and of refusing to co -operate. I am sure the 

coim:uti;ee unierstand.s that the..; is our attitude. Nevertheless, it does hope 

that the First Coll'Jllittee will f ind it possibl e , as the distinguished repre ­

sentative of the Argentine ha.a done , to give considerate regard to the str ong 

conviction expr essed by tl:.e United States that none of the pern.anent Members 

ought to be appoi nted. to the special committee. 
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llot to :,e r e l eased \;ntil delive r y . 

'Jl'3 l 'i 7 
'!'KC O"I ~.&.m-:mPl' J3Y DL .A:Blil HILLEL SILVJ:B, 

OBilIDWf 01' THJl AMERICAN UCTION OF THil l:IECU'l'IVE or 
THE JE\·fISH AGENCY FOR P.ALESTINI 

I' .... 

Mr . Ciurlrmsn and Delegates t o the tJni tcd }~at ior.s i 

I'er::11 t ::ie at t!1e outset to t '.'lc1.n:.: t:1e .A.sse::ibly of t he United !fo.tions for 

granting t he Jewish Agency for Palestine a hearing on t !le questi on vhich is before 

this Coromittee . We are gr ateful for the op!)ortunit:,r to take counsel \·11th you in 

t:.e ::i..-i.tter of constituting ani instructing a special com.'!lit tee of this body 1-Alich 

!.o to stud:· the !):roblem of PalestiLe a:-d which i:. to b:-ing in recoi:inenda.tions for 

t:-ic !\:.!:'.:.re -,: t::..:.t country. \'le tr-J.st t::.at our :-,ro·ticipation in t :iese delibera-

tiona will be ;'lelpf'ul aw. will prove to be a contribution to the just solution 

of t his .,rave internaiion:ll ,robl em whicll this international co .. 1MUni ty is now 

earnestly seel: i n.;. Suc:i. a success!'ul solution will pr ove a blessing not only to 

Palestine a.zn all of its inhabitants , to the J evish peo;Jle , to the cause of world 

:peo.oo; but it will o.lso enhance the moral :xuthority sni prestige of this ~reat 

organization for world justice and peace upon which so r.w.n:,r hich hopes of rnankind 

now rest. 

We are pleased that the Po.1.eetine :;,roblem will now be reviewed by a.n i nter­

national bodj ard that the thought and conscience of mankind will nou be brought to 

beer on a. :iituation \!hich, her etofore am f or some years now, has been made 

cxt~cmely difficult by unil~teral c.ction and by decisions node presumably within 

t he tems of a mandatory trust , but actually without the sanction or supervision 

of t he interna tional body vhich established that trust and which defined both its 

licitG llXld i t s purposes. ~e adninistration of Palestine has, since the outbreak 

of the war, been conducted by the mandat ory power as if it were vested with the 

sovereignty of P-Oleetine, whereas it had assu.':led t o admini ster that country of 

whic.1i. i t w~s not t ho sovereign, as a t rus t ee :for carrying out t he purposes of t he 

l-la.nda.te which clearly defined its rights and its obligations. 
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':'he _)roblen n'" Prl .. stine i~, of cou::se, of pPrPmount import:>nce to t he Jewish 

:,_;eo1,le , rnd tl1i: :;; .. t , I t;-ke 1t, rv,tivcted ;::; ieet 1 :tn the Assenbly of the 

United l:Pti-,n!: to ... A.#~~ rn invitl:!tion Jil••••'..ee:.'I. to the Jewish Agency to 

prei;,ent i\.r views . We thrn~ t-ll those who so WPmly urged our i>dJ:Jission for their 

condwill :-r:.' t},.,ir e:-11:--nt ,..ction. "'he J-'-•,1ish Arency , :•ou v1ill reccll , is re­

cognizec! i n the llendate for Plllestine as :, public body euthorized to spee.k and act 

on behr.1.! of t.r,e Je 1.1.sh pc>o_;ile in .-.nd out of Palestine in natters 11ffecting the 

estrbl ishmer.: r.,f' the Jewish }'!cttionru. Hone. I t is the only recognized public body 

in t.he Jtandnte . I t is recor-nized t-~ such, to quot e Article 4, "for the purpose 

of advicirl{:; end cooperatir.,t; with the Ad.ninistreti on of Palestine in such econonic, 

socinl :-nd othe1· r~ ... tters as na:• f!f,.ect the establishment of the Jewish Mtion,,l 

ho~e end t he interests of the J ewish popul a tion in Palestine, and, subject a l we.ys 

to the cont1·ol of the Adlllinis tra tion, to ass i st a nd take pA.rt i n the development 

of the country. " Under Article 6 the Jewish ~ency is entitled further to 

cooperPte with the Administre tion in p ermitting close settlement by the Jews on 

the l rnd; P.nd by Article 11 it i s given P pref erred st0tus in respect to the 

construction nnd operation of publ i c works and the development of the Mtursi 

resources o~ tte count~,. 

The Jewish Apency, whom ..,e hrve the honor t o represent, sparks, therefore , 

not r.ierely for t he orge_>1ized Je~•ish conmunity of Palestine, the democr1?tically 

elected f.Ptlor.rl Council o: P11les t ine Jews , who pre toda;r the pioneering veI>_gu;, rd 

in tho buildin • o~ the Je•~ish l\etionel ?.one. I t spPeks for the Jewish people of 

I.he woild who ;ire devoted to this lusl.oric ideal, for it was charged, by the Sflme 

Article 4 of the lt~n<U?te, "to secure tht> c-oope rp tion of all Jews who are willing 

to assif!.t in the esti>blishrnent of the J ewish ne tional home." 

t h:,ve spoken of the J ewi sh p eople end the Jewish National Home. 

In definine the terms of reference for the conmittee of inquiry which you are 

to t>ppoint '."nd i n ell their future investigptions , these should be regarded as key terms 
and 
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recor-nizes 

• :'.1 .:.o~ .... .1.... • .. ,.,., r, ~ n +-.... ,..~ cou~tr·r 11 
- - •..V•• - ............ ... t1 • 

_,_ ........ ... • •• ... ""'--' 

upon i:! il1'l1vid·1ol t::'1,ateeohl"l N7ecrie:~to :.;:,.de ur.der Articlea 77 , 7? nr.d 81 

nltc~ 

ter;;i:; of e:xistinr- intcr,1ationnl ir.ot rui,ents t o which mer.1bors of t:1.e Ur..ited lfo.tiO!'.:J 
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It i:; the per spective of :,our Co~.ini ttee of Inquiry on the entire :,robler.i 

\h ie:! ·,:ill :n·o·:-e e.ecisive . It will c;ive direction and ,dll greatly e~edite its 

o.:-.d its cor.clusio:-.s ,-,ill :prove of co:-.structive significance if it will keep 

the proper per s}:)ective o.lw:cy-s in vie1r. A generation aeo the interr.:?.tional corn.­

t1unity of t he world, of ,1hich t ho United N~tions today is the polit ical and 

spiritual heir, decreed that the Jewish people shall be g iven t he richt long 

denied am t ~o op1>ortuni t7 to roco~stitute t heir r.ational home i n Pn.J.estine. This 

r.ntioru:u home is still in the makine,. It has not yet been fully established . No 

international co::i::ru.nity has carcelled, or even questioned , that rieht. The 

?!andntor:• Goverr .. "!lcnt ,,hich was entrusted lrith tile obligation to safeguard the op... 

portu.::ity f or t=.e continuous growth aI¥l develop:nent of the J etr1sh National Home 

has unfortunat ely 111 recent years grievously interfered a.r,d cirCUl!!scribed it . 

That opportunity ~ust now be fully restored . 

~en will t he J euish ?:fo.tional Borne be an accom;::>lished fact? The a.ns,,.er to 

qu.estion r.tOv 1:011 be ,,;1ven b:,· the mM vho was Prime Minister of Great :Britain 

c.t the tbe ,:h'-lr. the ::Sa.l!'ou:- Decl::u-nt i on ttM issued. I ,u-, quotinc the t estimony 

of ?!:·. Llo~-d. C'.eor-.:;e .~i vc~ bcfor-e the Pa.lestir.e Royal Commission in 1937. 1 There 

could be r.o ,loubt as to lthc.t the Cnbi net t hen had in t heir minds . It was not 

t ::cir :c'!en t ~i- t a Jewish state ohould be oet up il:i~odin.t C'l7 b:1 the Peace Treaty 

On th~ ot:1er hn::d. ! t was co:ite::iplA.ted t: ia.t 1:':len t he tine e.r::-ivod f o::- accordille 

::-epreoentativc i:::i.stitutions to Palestir.e, if the Jews had meanwhile responded t o 
\ 

t he opportunit:, aff0:•ded t ~om • •• ond had become a definite 1:1<\jority of the 

inho.bitant:i , thon Pnlestine would thus becone a Jewish Co=onwealth. The notion 

that Jewish immigration would have to be artificially restricted in order to in.­

sure that the Jeva would be a permanent minority never entered into the heads of 

an70:::c c::;;ngcd in framing the policy. That would have been regarded as unjust 

and as a fraud on t!le people to "'hom we were ap:r,ealing." 
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1'lie ,i.nsw,r co':lld also :-2 e1vcn by Mr. Winston Oburchill who wao an il1\porta.nt 

~e::iber of tbe Gowrn:nent whi ch issued the :Balfour Declc.ration; by General Smuts who 

was r,, e, b-Jr of the Imperial War C<'Jinet st that time. who f oretold an i r.cr ,o..<1 ing 

stream cf Jewisb 1.."lllligration into Palestine and 111n generations to co:ne a ~· .. at 

Jewish State rising there once core•: by Lord Robert Cecil and many others • 
• 

A.rner:can s tatesoen shared t:-iis ,.,.i"IW of the Jewish Bational Home. 'l'hus , ~ saident 

Wilson on Marc.i. '.3, 1919 s tated: 11 I am persuaded that t he .Allied Nations , \11th the 

fullest concurrence of our own Government and people, are agreed that in Palestine 

shall be laid the fou.mations of a Jewish Coi:unonvealth. 11 !I.hat t he Government of 

the United States does not now consider the Jewish National Home as already 

established is clearly stated in the letter of President 'l'ruma.n t o King Ibn..-Saud 

of Saudi Arabia. dated October 29, 1946. 11 'l'he Government and people of the 

Cnitcd Stcte:3 ·.., nvc . ·i ven :;11;,:;,>•'." :-t t o tho ..,oncept of the J ewish ll~.:.1onal Hol!le in 

!'r.lc:;tine ever si:-.ce the ten~ir.ation of tbe first World War \!hie!: resulted in the 

freeing of a l arge area of the Near Eas t , incl uding Palestine, and t he est ablish­

ment of a lll.llllber of indepelld&nt etates which are- now members of the United Nations . 

The United States , which contributed its blood and resources t o the winning of 

that var-, could not divest itself of a cel'tain reeponsibility for the manner in 

wh ich the freed territories were disposed of, or for the fate of the peoples 

liberated at that time. It took t he position, to ~1hich it s till adheres , t hat 

these peoples should be prcpnred for celf-government and also that a national home 

for t he Jm,ish people should be ost cl:>liahed i n Palestine. I am happy t o note that 

~ost cf the liberated peoples o.ro now cit i zens of independent countries. The 

I t shou..14, ~f courzo , be cloru- , ar.d I r ee;:ret that statemer.ts made by 

cert~1~ dele~~tez in recent dn.,s have tended to confuse what should be clear , 

t hv.t ,1~on we c:,eol: of o. J ewish state ,_.o do not have i n riind any r acial state or 

eXJ.y t he:>c:ro.tic state , but one which will be based upon full equali t7 :>..r.d rir,ht s 
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for all in.~abi tants without di sti nct i on of religion or race , a.nd without domina.­

tion or subjugation. 

What we have in mind by the J ewish State is mos t succintly stated in a 

resolution adopted by the Bri tish Labor Party in 1945, now represented by the 

present Government of Great Britain ~hich requested this special session of 

the United Nat ions, •Here we halted half-way, irresolutel y, between conflict­

ing policies. :But there is surely neither hope nor meaning in a J ewish 

Nat ional Home unless we are pepared to let the Jews , if they wish , enter this 

tiey land in such numbers as to become a majority. There was a strong case 

for this before the var, and there is an irresistible case for it now.• 

When your Committee of Inquiry w1ll come to consider proposals for the 

future c;overnment of Palestine, this inescapable and irreducible factor, -­

the international obligation to insure the uninterrupted development of the 

Jewish National Home - should be kept constantly in mind. 

I believe that it would be extremely helpful to t he Committee of Inquiry 

if the Mamatory Government would pr esent the account of its stewardship of the 

Paleatine Mandate to it, rather than wait f or the next Assembly of the United 

Nations. I t ,·rould assist the CoClllli ttee in thinking through the problem and 

in arriving at helpful recommendations for the future government of Palestine. 

It is illogical, I fear, t o ask of the Commi ttee of Inquiry to consider the 

future government of Palestine without first making a thorough study of the 

present government to discover what was f aul ty in the present administration, 

what neglect and what deviations occurred to have brought about a condition so 

dangerous and explosive as to necessitate the convoking of a special session of 

t he t7nited Nations t o deal with i t. 

I believe that the Committee of Inquiry should moat certainly visit 

Palestine. Written documents are important, but infinitely more instructive are 

the living documents, the visible testimoey of creative effort and achievement. 
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In Palestine they will see what the Jewish people, inspired by the hope of reconsti­

tuting their ~ational home after the long, weary centuries of their homelessness, 

and relying upon the honor and the pledged word of the world com:ru.ni ty, has 

achieved in the few short :,ears a&ainst great odds and seemingly insurmountable 

physical ha?'.dicaps. The task ,,as enormous - untrained hards , inadequate means, 

overwhelming difficulties. '!'he land was stripped and poor -- neglected through 

the centuries. And the ,eriod of building took place between two disastrous 

~,orld wars when European Jewry was shattered and impoverished. Nevertheless, the 

record of pioneering achievement of the Jewish people in Palestine has received 

the acclaim of the entire world • .And what was built there with social vision and 

hii;h human idealism has proved a blessine, not only to the Jews of Palestine, but 

to the Arabs and other non-Jewish communities as well. 

That the return of the Jews to Palestine would prove of benefi~ not only 

to themselves but also to their .Arab neighbors, was envisaged by the lmir 1eisal, 
_.. 

'11ho was • great leader of the Arab peoples at the Peace Conference following 

the first World Wnr. On March J, 1919, he wrote: "We .Arabs ••••• look with the 

deepest sympathy on the Zionist movement. Our deputation here in Paris is fully 

acquainted with the proposals submitted yesterda,7 by the Zionist Organization 

to the Peace Conference, and we regard them as moderate and proper. We will do 

our best, insofar as we are concerned, to help them throue}l. We will wish the 

Jews a most hearty welcome home ••• . I look forward, and my people with me look 

forward, to a future in which we will help you and you will help us, so that the 

countries in which we are mutually interested ma,7 once again take their places 

in the comr.ru.nity of civilized peoples of the world.• 

They will conclude, we are confident, that, if allowed to develop 

uninterruptedly, the standards of' life which are being developed in Palestine, 

the coreepts of social justice and the modern scientific methods will serve aa a 

great stimulus to the rebirth and progress of the entire Bear Jlast with lilhich the 
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destinies of the Jewish National Home are naturally bound up. 

The Committee of Inquiry should also consider the potentialities of the 

country which, if properly developed, can, according to the expert testimony of 

those ::iost qualified to speak on the subject. sustain a poJ"lation much greater 

t~an the present one. Many important projects. which will result in great 

economic mld social improvement not alone in Palestine but in all the neighbor­

inc countries, are awaiting developnent pending a satisfactory political solution. 

The Coi:c~ttee of Inquiry should, while in Palestine, also look into the 

real - t he f'undaoental. - causes of the tragic unrest and violence which today 

mar the life of the Holy Land to whicll. our Jewish pioneers came, not with 

weapons, but with tools. '!hey will inquire, I am sure, why a peace-loving com­

lllUDity whose sole i nterest was in building a peaceful. home and future for them­

selves and their children, is being driven to a pitch of resentment and tension, 

lamentably driving sane of its members to actions which we all deplore. They 

will ask theaelves, I an sure, why shipload.a of helpless Jewish refugees, men 

and women and children. who have been through the hells of Nazi lo.rope, are being 

driven aw~ from the shores of the Jewish National Some by a Mandatory Government 

which assumed as its pi.me obligation to facilitate Jewish immigration into that 

country. They will also investigate, I hope, how the Mandatory Government is 

carrying out another of its obligations which is to encourage close settlement 

of the J ews on the land, when in actual practice it is severely restricting free 

Jewish settlement to an area less than (4, of that tiny country, and is enforcing 

today in the Jewish National Home, discriminatory racial la.vs which the Mandate, 

as well as the Charter of the United Nations, severely condemn. 

!y way of digression, let it be said, if it need be said at all, that 

we are not engaged nor shall we be engaged in any criticism or condemnation of 

the people of Great Britain. We have no quarrel with them. On the contrary, we 
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have the highest regard ar.d adtliration for that people and for its monumental 

contributions to d8Clocratic civilization. We shall never forget that it was 

Great ~ritain which. first among the nations. gave recognition to the national 

aspirations of the Jewish people . It is only a wrong and unjustifiable policy 

'1:.'hich contradicts Md tends to defeat the far-visioned British statesmanship of 

e&rlier years which we condemn. 

We hope most earnestly that the Committee of Inquiry will also visit the 

~:.:;plo..ccd. Pcrsc~c• cnmps in !!u.rope and see with their own eyes the appalling 

!:luman tragedy which mankind is pert1itting to continue unabated two years - it 

is exactly two ;;•ears today since V-:Z Day -- after the close of a war in which 

the J ewish people was t:hc t;reatest sufferer. While col!ll:littees of ir.vestigation 

ar.d stud:,- a.re reporting on their sad plight. and while inter-gove::.-nmental dis­

cussions Md nei;Qtiations are going on. these war-ravaged men and women are 

languishing in their misery. still waitirlc; for salvation. ~ey ask for the 

bread of escape and hope; they are given t he stone of inquiries and investiga­

tions. Their morale is slumping terribly. A spiritual deterioration, I am 

afraid, is setting in a::iong them. It is only the hope that tomorrow, perhaps 

tomorrow. redemption may come, that keeps their spirits from breaking utterly. 

Most of them are desperately eager to go to the Jewish National Home. I hope 

t:!u:.t the consc!c~ce of rna.nkind, speaki:ng t:hroll&h you and through your Committee 

of Inquiry, will make it possible for these weary men and women to find peace at 

lnst and healing in the land of their fondest hopes. and that their liberation 

will not be delayed until the report of the Co11111ittee is finally made and the 

::1etion of t:ie Assembly ic fincl.ly taken, 'but that pending ultimate decisions and 

L~pler.2entations, these unfortunate people will be permitted forthwith to migrate 

in substantial nw:ibers to Palestine. There is a desperate urgency about this 

tragic bu.man problem which brooks no dela;y. An immediate relaxation of the 

restrictive measures on i=igration into Palestine and a return to the status 
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which prevailed before t::c White Paper polic:, of 1939 was imposed, will not only be 

a boon to these suffcriJlG human beings, but will greatly relieve the present menacing 

tensions in Palestine, will wash out much of the bitterness, and will enable the 

deliberations of your Comr.iittee of Inquiry and of the next .Assembly to be carried 

o~ in a cal~er spirit, in a.~ atcosphere of moderation and good will . We are all 

eager for peace. We must all make a oontribution to achieve it. :But the decisive 

contribution can only be made by the Mandatory Government . 

I hope, Mr. Chairman. that I have not abused your patience and the patience 

of the delegates of the United Nations here assembled. Permit me to o:>nclude 

/4,' with this observation: the Jewish people place great hope upon the outcome of 
I 

the deliberations of this great body. It has faith in its collective sense of 

justice and fairne&s, and in the high ideals which inspire it. We are an anci ent 

people and though we have often, on the long hard road which we have travelled, 

been disillusioned, we have never been disheartened. We have never lost faith 

in the sovereignty and the ultimate triumph of great moral principles. In these 

tragic ;rears when the whole household of Israel became one great hostelry of 

pain, we could not have builded what we did build had we not preserved our un­

shakeable trust in the victory of truth. It is in that strong faith and hope that 

we wish to cooperate with you in this task which you have undertaken. 
~ ~ ILJ,w 1-e. \J..Q.il..Q... 
,-.. belong!.k~ this society of nations. Surely the Jewish people is no less 

deserving than other peoples whose nat i onal freedom and independence have been 

established and whose representatives are now seat~ here. !he Jewish people 
,,,,~~ 

were your .Allies in the war and Joined their a#irug,h to yours to achieve a common 

victory. 'l!ho representatives of the Jewish people of Palestine should sit in your 

midst - the representatives of a people and a land which gave to mankind spiritual 

and ethical values, inspiring human personalities, and sacred texts which are your 

treasured possessions. We hope that that people, now rebuilding again its national 

life in its ancient home 18lld, will be welcomed before long by you to this noble 

fellowship of the United Nations. 
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Statement made for the Jewish Agency by 
Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 

May 8, 1947 

Mr. Chairman and Delegates to the United Nations: 
I should like to say at the outset that were Mr. David Ben-Gurion, chairman 

of the Jewish Agency for Palestine, here this morning, he would be making this 
statement. Unfortunately, the arrival of Mr. Ben-Gurion has been delayed. He 
will be here tomorrow, and I hope that in the course of the deliberati.ons be will 
have an opportunity to participate here. 

Permit me to thank the Assembly of the United Nations for granting the 
Jewish Agency for Palestine a hearing on the question which is before this Com­
mittee. We are grateful for the opportunity to take counsel with you in the matter 
of constituting and instructing a special committee of this body which is to study 
the problem of Palestine and to bring in recommendations for the future govern­
ment of that country. We trust that our participation in these deliberations will 
be helpful and will prove to be a contribution to the just solution of this grave 
international problem which this international community is now earnestly seek­
ing. Such a successful solution will prove a blessing not only to Palestine and to 
all its inhabitants, to the Jewish people, to the cause of world peace; but it will 
also enhance the moral authority and prestige of this great organization for world 
justice and peace upon which so many high hopes of mankind now rest. 

We are pleased that the Palestine problem will now be reviewed by an 
international body and that the thought and conscience of mankind wiU now bo 
brought to bear on a situation which, heretofore and for some years now, has been 
made extremely difficult by unilateral action and by decisions made presumably 
within the terms of a mandatory trust, but actually without the sanction or 
supervision of the international body which established that trust and which 
defined both its limits and its purposes. The administration of Palestine has, 
since the outbreak of the war, been conducted by the mandatory power as if it 
were vested with the sovereignty of Palestine, whereas it had assumed to ad­
minister that country of which it was not the sovereign, as a tru.stee for carrying 
out the purposes of the Mandate which clearly defined its rights and its obligations. 

The problem of Palestine is, of course, of paramount importance to the 
Jewish people, and that fact, I take it, motivated the General Assembly of the 
United Nations to extend an invitation to the Jewish Agency of Palestine to 
present its views. We thank all those who so warmly urged our admission for 
their goodwill and their gallant action. The Jewish Agency, you will recall, is 
recognized in the Mandate for Palestine as a public body authorized to speak 
and act on behalf of the Jewish people in and out of Palestine in matters aHect­
ing the establishment of the Jewish National Home. It is the only recognized 
public body in the Mandate. It i~ recognized as such, to quote Article 4, ufor 
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the purpose of advising and cooperating with the Administration of Palestine 
in such economic, social and other matters as may affect the establishment of 
the Jewish national home and the interests of the Jewish population in Palestine, 
and, subject always to the control of the Administration, to assist and take part 
in the development of the country." Under Article 6 the Jewish Agency is en­
titled further to cooperate with the administration in encouraging "close settle­
ment by the Jews on the land"; and by Article 11 it is given a preferred status 
in respect to the construction and operation of public works and th.e develop­
ment of the natural resources of the country. 

The Je,vish Agency, which we have the honor to represent, therefore speaks, 
not merely for the organized Jewish community of Palestine, the democratically 
elected National Council of Palestine Jews, who are today the pioneering van­
guard in the building of the Jewish National Home. It speaks also for the Jewish 
people of the world who are devoted to this historic ideal, for it was charged, 
by the same Article 4 of the Mandate, "to secure the cooperation of all Jews who 
are willing to assist in the establishment of the Jewish national home." 

I HAVE spoken of "the Jewish people" and "the Jewish National Home." In defin­
ing the terms of reference of the committee of inquiry which you are to appoint 

and in all the committee's future i.ovestigations, these in my judgment should be 
regarded as key terms and basic concepts. They were the key terms and the basic 
concepts of the Balfour Declaration and of the Mandate under which Palestine is, 
or should be, administered today. To proceed without relation to them would 
be to detour into a political wilderness so far as Palestine is concerned. To treat 
the Palestine problem as if lt were one of merely reconciling the differences 
between two sections of the population presently inhabiting the oountry, or of 
finding a haven for a certain number of refugees and displaced persons, will only 
contribute to confusion. The Balfour Declaration which was issued by His 
Majesty's Government as "a declaration of sympathy with Jewish Zionist aspira­
tions", declares: "His Majesty's Government view with favour the establishment 
in Palestine of a national home for the Jewish people." The ~-fandate, in its pre­
amble, recognizes •the historical connection of the Jewish people with Palestine• 
and "the grounds for reconstituting"-! call your attention to the word "recon­
stituting"-~their national home in that country.• 

These international commitments of a quarter of a century ago, which Bowed 
from the recognition of historic rights and of present needs, and upon which so 
much has already been built in Palestine by the Jewish people, cannot now be 
erased. You cannot turn back the hands of the clock of history. Certainly the 
Uruted Nations, guided by its great principle proclaimed in its Charter, "to 
establish conditions under which justice and respect for the obligations arising 
from treaties and other sources of international law ca.n be maintained", can 
never sanction the violation of treaties and of international law. Having this and 
similar situations in mind, a specific provision, you will recall, was written into 
the chapter of the Charter of the United Nations which deals with territories 
which might become trusteeship territories, and which is, therefore, especially 
applicable to territories now under mandate. This is Article 80 of the Charter 
which reads: 
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except as may be agreed upon in individual trusteeship agreements made 
under Articles 77, 79 and 81 placing each territory under the trusteeship 
system and until such agreements ha, e been concluded, nothing in this 
Chapter s.hall be construed in or of itself to alter in any manner the rights 
whatsoever of any states or any peoples or the terms of existing international 
instruments to which members of the United Nations may respectively be 
parties. 

It is the perspective of your Comm.ittee of Inquiry on the entire problem 
which, in our judgment, will prove decisive. It will give direction and will greatly 
eJtpedite its work, and its conclusions will prove of constructive significance if it 
will keep the proper perspective always in view. A generntion ago the inter­
national community of the world, of which the United Nations today is the 
political and spiritual heir, decreed that the Jewish people shall be given the 
right long denied and the opportunity to reconstitute their national home in 
Palestine. That national home is still in the making. It has not yet been folly 
established. No international community has t'ancelled, or even questioned, that 
right. The Mandatory Power which was entrusted with the obligation to safe• 
guard the opportunity for the continuous growth and development of the Jewish 
National Ilome bas unfortunately in recent years grievously interfon.>d with and 
circumscribed it. That opportunity must now be fully restored. 

\>\'hen will the Jewish National Home be an accomplished fact? The answer 
to that question may well be given by the man who was Prime Minister of Great 
Dritain at the time when the Balfour Declaration was issued. I :un quoting the 
testimony of Mr. Lloyd George given before tho Polestine Royal C-0mmission 
in 1937: 

There could be no doubt as to what the Cabinet then had in their minds. 
It was not their idea that n Jewish state should be set up immedi:itely by 
tho Peace Treaty ... On the other hand, it was contemplated that when the 
time nnived for according representative institutions to Palestine, if the Jews 
had meanwhile responded to the opportunity afforded them ... and had 
become a definite majority of the inhabitants, then Palestine would thus 
become a Jewish Commonwealth. The notion that Jewish immigration would 
ha,·e to be artificially restricted in order to insure that the Jews would be a 
permanent minority never entered into the heads of anyone engaged in 
framing the policy. That would have been regarded as unjust and as a fraud 
on the people to whom we were appealing. 

The same answer could also be given by Mr. vVinston Churchill who was an 
important member of the Government which issued the Dalfour Declaration; by 
General Smuts who was a member of the Imperial \Var Cabinet at that time, who 
foretold an increasing stream of Jewish immigration into Palestine and "in genera­
tions to come a great Jewish State rising there once more"; by Lord Robert Cecil 
and by many others. American statesmen shared this view of the Jewish National 
Home. Thus, President Wilson on March 3, 1919 stated: "I am persuaded that 
the Allied Nations, with the fullest concurrence of our own Government and 
people, are agreed that in Palestine shall be laid the foundations of a Jewish 
Commonwealth." That the Government of the United States does not consider 
the Jewish National Home as already established is clearly stated in the letter of 
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President Truman to King Ibn-Saud of Saudi Arabia, dated October 29, 1946. 
He wrote: 

The Government and people of the United States have given support to the 
concept of a Jewish National Home in Palestine ever since the termination 
of the 6rst World War, which resulted in the freeing of a large area of the 
Near East, including Palestine, and the establishment of a number of inde­
pendent states whic~ are n?w members of the United Nation_s. '!he United 
States, which contributed ,ts blood and resources to the wmrung of that 
war, could not divest itself of a certain responsibility for the manner in which 
the freed territories were disposed of, or for the fate of the peoples liberated 
at that time. It took the position, to which it still adheres, that these peoples 
should be prepared for sell-government and also that a national home for 
the Jewish people should be established in Palestine. I am happy to note 
that most of the liberated peoples are now citizens of independent countries. 
The Jewish National Home, however, has not as yet been fully developed. 

I T SHOUIJ), of course, be clear,-and I regret that statements made by certain ' 
representatives in recent days have tended to confuse what should be clear,­

that when we speak of a Jewish State we do not have in mind any racial state or 
any theocratic state, but one which will be based upon full equality and rights 
for all inhabitants without distinction of religion or race, and without domina­
tion or subjugation. 

What we have in mind by the Jewish State is most succintly stated in a reso­
lution adopted in 1945 by the British Labor Party-now represented by the 
present Government of The United Kingdom-which requested this special ses­
sion of the United Nations. I am quoting: 

Here we halted half-way, irresolutely, between conflicting policies. But there 
is surely neither hope nor meaning in a Jewish National Home unless we 
are prepared to let the Jews, if they wish, enter this tiny land in such num­
bers as to become a majority. There was a strong case for this before the 
war, and there is an irresistible case for it now. 

Wh.en your Committee of Inquiry will come to consider proposals for the 
future government of Palestine, this inescapable and irreducible factor-the 
international obligation to insure the continuous development of the Jewish 
National Home-should be kept, in our judgment, constantly in mind. 

I believe that it would be extremely helpful to the Committee of Inquiry 
if the Mandatory Government would present the account of its stewardship of 
the Palestine Mandate to it, rather than wait for the next Assembly of the United 
Nations. It would assist the Committee in thinking through the problem and in 
arriving at helpful recommendations for the future government of Palestine. It is 
illogical, I fear, to ask of the Committee of Inquiry to consider the future govern­
ment of Palestine without first making a thorough study of the present govern­
ment to discover what was faulty in the present administration, what neglect 
and what deviations occurred to have brought about a conditi.on so dangerous 
and explosive as to necessitate the convoking of a special session of the United 
Nations to deal with it. 

I believe that the Committee of Inquiry should most certainly visit Palestine. 
Written documents are important, but infinitely more instructive are the living 
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documents, the visible testimony of creative elfort and achievement. In Palestine 
they will see what the Jewish people, inspired by the hope of reconstituting their 
national home after the long, weary centuries of their homelessness, and relying 
upon the honor and the pledged word of the world community, has achieved in 
a few short years against great odds and seemingly insurmountable physical 
handicaps. The task was enormous-untrained hands, inadequate means, over­
whelming difficulties. The land was stripped and poor-neglected through the 
centuries. And the period of building took place between two disastrous world 
wars when European Jewry was shattered and impoverished. Nevertheless, the 
record of pioneering achievement of the Jewish people in Palestine has received 
the acclaim of the entire world. And what was built there with social vision and 
high human idealism has proved a blessing, we believe, not only to the Jews of 
Palestine, but to the Arabs and other non-Jewish communities as well. 

That the return of the Jews to Palestine would prove a blessing, not only to 
themselves but also to their Arab neighbors, was envisaged by the Emir Feisal, 
who was a great leader of the Arab peoples at the Peace Conference following 
the first World War. On March S, 1919, he wrote: 

We Arabs ... look with the deepest sympathy on the Zionist movement. 
Our deputation here in Paris is fully acquainted with the proposals submitted 
yesterday by the Zionist Organization to the Peace Conference, and we 
regard them as moderate ana proper. We will do our best, insofar as we 
are conce.med, to help them through. \iVe will wish the Jews a most hearty 
welcome home .... I look forward, and my people with me look forward, 
to a future in which we will help you and you will help us, so that the 
countries in which we are mutually interested may once again take their 
places in the community of civilized peoples of the world. 

Y otTR Committee of Inquiry will conclude, we are confident, that, if allowed 
to develop uninterruptedly, the standards of life which are being developed 

in Palestine, the concepts of social justice and the modern scientific methods will 
serve as a great stimulus to the rebirth and progress of the entire Near East with 
which Palestine and the destinies of the Jewish National Home are naturaJly 
bound up. 

Your Committee of Inquiry should also consider the potentialities of the 
country which, if properly developed, can, according to the expert testimony of 
those most quali.6ed to speak on the subject, sustain a population much greater 
than the present one. Many more projects, which will result in great economic 
and social improvement not alone in Palestine but in all the neighboring coun­
tries, are awaiting development pending a satisfactory political solution. 

The Committee of Inquiry should, while in Palestine, also look into the 
real-the fundamental-causes of the tragic unrest and violence which today 
mar the life of the Holy Land to which our Jewish pioneers came not with 
weapons, but with tools. They will inquire, I am sure, why a peace-loving com­
munity whose sole interest was in building a peaceful home and future for them­
selves and their children, is being driven to a pitch of resentment and tension 
and lamentably driving some of its members to actions which we all deplore. 
They will ask themselves, I am sure, why shiploads of helpless Jewish refugees, 
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men and women and cbildren, who have been through all the hells of Nazi 
Europe, are being driven away from the shores _of th~ Jewish_ Na~onal Ho~? by 
a Mandatory Government which assumed as its pnme obligation to facilitate 
Jewish immigration into that coun~. They will also _inves~ga~, I ho~ ~ow 
the Mandatory Government is carrymg out another of its obligations which 1S to 
encourage close settlement of the Jews on the land, when in actual practice it is 
today severely resbicting free Jewish settlement to an area less than 6 per cent of 
that tiny country, and is enforcing today in the Jewish National Home, dis­
criminatory racial laws which the Mandate, as well as the Charter of the United 
Nations, severely condemns. 

By way of digression, let it be said, if it need be said at all, that we are not 
engaged nor shall we be engaged in any criticism or condemnation of the people 
of the United Kingdom. We have no quarrel with them. On the contrary, we 
have the highest regard and admiration for that people and for its monumental 
contributio.os to democratic civilization. V•le shall never forget that it was the 
United Kingdom which, first among the nations, gave recognition to the national 
aspirations of the Jewish people. It is only a wrong and unjustifiable policy which 
contradicts and tends to defeat the far-visioned British statesmanship of earlier 
years which we condemn. 

We hope most earnestly that the Committee of Inquiry will also visit the 
Displaced Persons' camps in Europe and see with their own eyes the appalling 
human tragedy which mankind is permitting to continue unabated two years­
it is exactly two years today since V-E Day-after the close of a war in which the 
Jewish people was the greatest sufferer. While committee'5 of investigation and 
study are reporting on their sad plight, and while inter-governmental discussions 
and negotiations are going on, these war-ravaged men and women are languishing 
in their misery, still waiting for salvation. They ask for the bread of escape and 
hope; they are given the stone of inquiries and investigations. Their morale is 
slumping terribly. A spiritual deterioration, I am afraid, is setting in among them. 
It is only the hope that tomorrow-perhaps tomorrow-redemption may come, 
that keeps their spirits from breaking utterly. 

Most of them are desperately eager to go to the Jewish National Home. 
I hope that the conscience of mankind, speaking through you and through your 
Committee of Inquiry, will make it possible for these weary men and women to 
find peace at last and healing in the land of their fondest hopes, and that their 
liberation will not be delayed until the report of the Committee is finally made 
and the action of th.e Assembly is finally taken, but that pending ultimate decisions 
and implementations, these unfortunate people will be permitted forthwith to 
migrate in substantial numbers to Palestine . 

. There is a desperate urgency about this tragic human problem, my friends, 
which brooks no delay. An immediate relaxation of the restrictive measures on 
im~igration int~ Palestine and a return to the status which prevailed before the 
Wh1te Paper policy of 1939 was imposed, will not only be a boon to these suffering 
humans, but will greatly relieve the present menacing tensions in Palestine, will 
w~h out mu~ of the bitterness, and will enable the deliberations of your Com­
mittee of Inquiry and of the next Assembly to be carried on in a calmer spirit, 
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in an atmosphere of moderation and good will. We are all eager for peace. We 
must all make a contribution to achieve it. But the decisive contribution can be 
made only by the Mandatory Government. 

I hope, Mr. Chairman, that I have not abused your patience and the patience 
of the representatives of the United Nations here assembled. Permit roe to con­
clude with this observation: The Jewish people places great hope upon the out­
come of the deliberations of this great body. It has faith in its collective sense of 
justice and fairness, and in the high ideals which inspire it. \Ve are an ancient 
people and though we have often, on the long hard road which we have travelled, 
been disillusioned, we have never been disheartened. 'lvVe have never lost faith 
in the sovereignty and the ultimate triumph of great moral principles. lo these 
last tragic years when the whole household of Israel became one great hostelry 
of pain, we could not have builded what we did build had we not preserved our 
unshakeable trust in the victory of truth. It is in that strong faith and hope that 
we wish to cooperate with you in this task which you have undertaken. 

The Jewish people belongs in this society of nations. Surely the Jewish 
people is no less deserving than other peoples whose national freedom and inde­
pendence have been established and whose representatives are now seated here. 
The Jewish people were your Allies in the war and joined their sacrifices to yours 
to achieve a common victory. The representatives of the Jewish people of Palestine 
should sit in your midst-the representatives of the people and of the land which 
gave to mankind spiritual and ethical values, inspiring human personalities, and 
sacred texts which are your treasured possessions. 'vVe hope that that people, now 
again rebuilding its national life in its ancient homeland, will be welcomed before 
long by you to this noble fellowship of the United Nations. 

At the close of Dr. Silver's statement the follo~ing ques­
tions were put to him by delegates and he was asked to pre,. 
pare a reply for a later meeting : 

Asaf Ali, I NDIA: 

What was the number of Jews from outside Palestine in 1900, again in 1930, 
and finally in 1939 when the White Paper of 1939 was issued by the British 
Government? 

My next question would be whether Dr. Silver recognizes the fact that there 
is a very clear distinction between a Jewish state and a Jewish National Home, 
which is mentioned in the Mandate. Does he also recognize the fact that even 
the statement, to which he made a reference, which was made by the representa­
tive 0£ the liberal government-of the Labor party-referred not to a Jewish state 
but to a Jewish National Home? 

My third question is concerned with Dr. Silver's reference to European Jewry. 
Will be be so kind as to provide us with some idea of the age of the various com-
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munities of national Jewry living in Europe, who would now like to go back to 
the National Home; how long have they lived in Europe; and are they easily 
assimilable in Palestin.e? 

My fourth question is as follows: He has made a statement to the effect that 
at Paris in 1919 an extremely conciliatory statement was made by a great Arab 
leader who welcomed the Jews to Palestine. Is there any reason why the Arabs 
are resisting immigration n.ow? 

My fifth question relates to the refugees from Nazi oppression. The Nazi 
Government in Europe has been completely suppressed and Nazi Germany is 
now under the control of the Security Council, or, at any rate, the United Nations. 
If that is so, is there any reason why these refugees cannot be resettled in their 
natural German home, where they speak the language of the country and where 
they find themselves far more easily assimilable? 

My siA1h and last question would be about the conditions which are cur­
rently prevailing in Palestine. It is very gratifying to learn that Dr. Silver, on 
behalf of the Jewish Agency, has recognized the noble role which the people of 
the United Kingdom have played in recognizing the urgency of the Jewish prob­
lem. May I know why public servants of the Government of the United Kingdom, 
who are doing their duty under extremely difficult circumstances, are being picked 
oH today by violence? 

Dr. Alfred Fiderkiewicz, P OLAND: 

First of all, whom does the Jewish Agency represent, how many organizations; 
how is the executive committee established and organized and how does it work? 

The second question: Have there been any attempts at collaboration between 
the Jews and Arabs in Palestine? 

Dr. A. Gonzales Fernandez, COLOMBIA: 

I should like to ask Dr. Silver, not as an element of final judgment for us, but 
simply as an element of illustration, what the views of the Jewish Agency for 
Palestine are regarding the composition of the investigating committee. 

H. T . Andrews, SoU'nt AFRICA: 

I would only ask one question and that has relation to the terms of reference 
which we may be giving this committee of inquiry. Dr. Silver has referred to the 
homeless Jews in Europe. If he would be so kind as to help me clarify my own 
mind, he said that the committee of inquiry should look into the condition of 
the homeless Jews in Europe. I would ask him, does he mean that the committee 
of inquiry should look into the situation as a whole or only in relation to the 
question of continuing immigration into Palestine? 
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Replies by Moshe Shertok to the Questions 

Asked after Dr. Silver's Statement 

May 12, 1947 

I AM HERE to reply to the questions which were put to Dr. Silver after the con• 
clusion of his address to the Committee. 1n so doing, I hope I may be permitted 
also to clear up some of the underlying issues, in order to bring out the meaning 
of my replies a little more clearly. 

I would begin with a question asked by the representative of Poland as to 
the organization, composition and functions of the Jewish Agency for Palestine. 
1n the Mandate, it was the Zionist Organization which was recognized as the 
Jewish Agency, with powers to advise and cooperate with the mandatory admin• 
istration in matters concerning the Jewish National Home and to take pa.rt in the 
country's development. 

At that time, the World Zionist Organization, founded fifty years ago, was 
already twenty-five years old. Subsequently, certain non-Zionist groups joined in 
forming an enlarged Jewish Agency, but the Zionist Organization has remained 
the main driving force. The World Zionist Organization has today local organiza• 
tions in more than sixty countries-with a few excep~ons, in every country where 
Jews live. 

Within the Zionist movement, as in any democratically organized society, 
there are parties: the Labor party and other labor groups, the Center or General 
Zionists, the Mizrachi or the orthodox religious Zionists, and the Revisionists. 
This party division is reHected in our Congresses, which are held once in every 
two years after a general election in all countries. The Congress elects our execu• 
tive. The present executive was elected by the 360 delegates to the Twenty-second 
Zionist Congress in Basie last December, who, in turn, were elected by nearly 
two million Zionist voters throughout the world. The executive has headquarters 
in Jerusalem and branches with resident members in New York, London and Paris. 

Two things must be stressed. First, the Agency is the spokesman, not merely 
of Jews already settled in Palestine, but of all Jews throughout the world who 
are devoted to the idea of the Jewish National Home. The entire Jewish people, 
I might say, hold the Jewish Agency responsible for the success of that great 
enterprise. Secondly, the Agency is not merely an organ of national representa• 
tion, but an instrument of nation-building, an institution of immigration, develop• 
ment and settlement. It mobilizes the energies and resources of our people for 
national reconstruction, and in Palestine it directs large-scale practical develop• 
ment work. 

It has been responsible for bringing hundreds of thousands of Jews to 
Palestine and settling them there. It has carried out an extensive program of 
settlement on the land. It has stimulated major industrial development. It has 
supplied guidance and coordination to the vast volume of free initiative and 
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enterprise in the work of Jewish settlement. Our Jerusalem headquarters is 
divided into departments: political, .financial, immigration, agricultural settle­
ment, trade and industry, labor, etc. 

During the war, the Jewish Agency acted, in a way, as a recruiting authority. 
It mobilized the Jewish war effort in Palestine in the cause of the United Nations. 
I t supplied 33,000 volunteers for armed service within the British forces. 
They defended Palestine, served in most middle eastern countries and fought in 
the campaigns of Africa and Europe. All industrial, technical and scienti.6c re­
sources of Jewish Palestine were harnessed to the war effort. 

So MUCH for the Jewish Agency as such. Politically, its primary function has 
been to uphold and defend Jewish rights under the Mandate. Immigration 

is the crux of the problem and several of the questions put to Dr. Silver bear on 
that issue. In answering these questions, I must make one basic point clear by 
way of background. 

lf it is granted that th.e Jewish people are in Palestine as of right, then all 
the implications and corollaries of that premise must be accepted. The foremost 
is that Jews must be allowed to resettle in Palestine in unlimited numbers, pro­
vided only they do not displace or worsen the lot of the existing inhabitants who 
are also there as of right. lf that basic premise is not granted, then there is very 
little to discuss. 

It may sound quite plausible to argue that if the right of the Jews to return 
to Palestine is admitted on the grounds of ancient history, then the whole map 
of the world would have to be remade and chaos would ensue. But does the 
question really arise? Do the descendants of the Romans, for example, claim 
entry into England? Do they need England? Does their future, their very exist­
ence, depend on settling there? Or do the Arabs, for that matter, press to return 
to Andalusia in Spain? Is it a matter of life and death for them? The analogy is 
fallacious and misleading. 

The great historic phenomenon of the Jewish return to Palestine is unique 
because the position of the Jewish people as a homeless people, and yet attached 
with an unbreakable tenacity to its birthplace, is unique. It is that phenomenon 
that has made the problem of Palestine an issue in international affairs, and no 
similar issue bas ever arisen. 

Were it not for the presence in Palestine today of over 600,000 Jews who 
refuse to be left in the minority position under Arab domination; were it not for 
the urge to settle in Palestine, of hundreds of thousands of homeless and uprooted 
Jews in Europe, in the Orient, and elsewhere; were it not for the hopes and 
eliorts of millions of Jews throughout the world to re-establish their national 
home and build it up into a Jewish state, then the world would not be faced \vith 
the problem of Palestine as it is now. The problem is real and pressing. It cannot 
be made to disappear by conjuring up non-existent difficulties alleged to be 
involved in its solution. 

W HEN the distinguished representative from India asks bow many Jews from 
outside there were in Palestine at certain dates-the operating words being 

•from outside"-! must confess I am somewhat bailed. I can give him the round 
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figures for the Jewish population in those years-50,000 in 1900, 165,000 in 1930, 
475,000 in 1939. Now it is about 630,000. Incidentally, there are more Jews in 
Palestine today than there were Arabs at the end of the .first World ,var. But as 
to "Jews from outside,n I cannot say. In a way, they are all from outside; they are 
practically all immigrants. 

There was but a tiny Jewish commlllnity in Palestine prior to 1880. In the 
early 1880's, the return started, almost simultaneously from Russia and Rumania, 
from Morocco and southern Arabia, and since then it has been practically con­
tinuous. It started because the Jews had always believed it to be their inalienable 
right to resettle Palestine. That right was subsequently internationally recognized 
and enshrined in the Mandate. But quite apart from the Mandate, nothing will 
eradicate, from the hearts of Jews, the conviction that it is their right to return. 
So in that deeper sense, they are not from outside at all but sons of the country. 

By the way, my Arab countrymen make much of the fact that Palestine has 
already taken in so many immigrants. These immigrants, they said, were received 
by the Arabs. We are very sorry, but we cannot concede them that credit. Con­
versely, they say that the Jews have settled in Palestine at the ex-pcnse of the 
Arabs. That debit item, too, we cannot admit. There bas been no receiving of 
Jewish immigrants by Arabs nor any settlement of Jews at the expense of the Arabs. 

The Jews did not come as guests of anyone. They came in their own right. 
They received themselves and their brothers; and they did so by their own clforts 
and at the expense of no one else. Every acre of land we tilled was bought and 
had to be wrested from wilderness and desolation. Nothing was taken away-not 
one house, not one job. A tremendous amount of work, wealth and well-being 
was presented to the Arab population. 

TBE honorable representative from India also asked what was the age of the 
Jewish communities in Europe; and whether, since the Hitler regime had 

been crushed, the Jewish displaced persons would not be better advised to stay 
in Germany. 

As to the age of European Jewry, it is on the whole quite venerable, but age 
bas not made for security. Three-quarters of that Jewry-6,000,000 people-are 
no more. But let us go back into the past. Jews bad lived in Spain for a whole 
millennium when, in 1492, they were despoiled and expelled, and only those who 
gave up their Jewish identity and became Christians were allowed to remain. 
Jews have lived in Poland since the eleventh or twelfth century, but in the seven­
teenth they were the victims of ferocious massacres. Then there were pogroms 
under the Russian Czars in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries; and in the last 
war, as we have just heard, came the final catastrophe. Nearly all of Polish Jewry-
3,000,000 men, women and children-were wiped out by the Nazis. 

In Germany, the beginnings of Jewish settlement are traced back to the 
fourth century. But just six centuries ago, most of the Jews in Germany were 
destroyed in a wave of frenzied persecution which swept Europe. Then, by the 
twentieth century, German Jews bad reached the pinnacle of emancipation and 
were largely assimilated. Yet they were hurled down into the abyss of degrada­
tion and death. Even converts to Christianity were not spared. 
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It is true that Hitler is gone now, but not anti-Semitism. He was the product, 
not the source, of Cerman Jew-hatred. Anti-Semitism in Cermany and in many 
other parts of Europe is as rife as ever and potentially militant and fierce. Some 
Governments tried their best to keep it down, but they have a very hard job in 
doing so. The very age of European Jewry serves only to accentuate the basic 
historic insecurity of Jewish life in the dispersion. 

T HE honorable representative of India bas also asked whether the Jewish dis­
placed persons would be assimilable in Palestine. The answer is yes. They 

would be perfectly assimilable in the Jewish community there-the one Jewish 
community in the world with a self-contained economic system and an indepen­
dent cultural life which is eager and able to recover and absorb them. He asked 
whether they would not be better assimilable in Germany. The answer is no. You 
cannot settle in a graveyard, nor can you build a dwelling out of heaps of rubble. 

Actually, most of th.e Jewish displaced persons are not from Germany itself, 
but from other countries. They are today in camps, or they otherwise continue as 
refugees because tl1ey cannot be resettled in Europe. They have now waited for 
two years, and in all this time no one has come forward with a solution to their 
problem. The clear recommendations of ilie Anglo-American Committee have 
remained on paper and, to iliem, iliey have proved a mockery. 

No one has offered an alternative to Palestine. But even if there were an 
alternative, they refused to be treated as mere chattels. They appeal to the world 
to realize that they form part of a people which has a national will of its own. 
They want to go to the only country where they will feel at home, both indi­
vidually and collectively. Their problem is inseparable from the problem of 
Palestine. It is the problem of Palestine. 

To treat ilie issue of Palestine in isolation from the immigration issue would 
make as much sense as to study ilie beating of a heart in disregard of blood 
circulation. A solution for the problem of Palestine which would ignore the 
Jewish claim and the need for immigration would solve nothing. Whoever under­
took to implement such a solution would be driven back by ilie sheer impact of 
reality to face the problem of immigration. 

I MAY perhaps interpose here an answer to ilie question put by the honorable 
representative of tlle Union of South Africa. He asked whetller we wanted tlle 

question of tlle DP's in Europe examined solely in connection witll Palestine, or 
in its general aspect. Our answer is iliat we believe tllat only in Palestine can 
the problem of these people be permanently and constructively solved, for only 
there can their lives be rebuilt on secure foundations and tlleir homes become 
part of the home of tlle entire people. 

The immigration issue is not confined to that of the Jewish displaced per­
sons and unsettled ·refugees in Europe. Various Jewish communities in Europe 
are involved, as well as the Jews of ilie Arab and Oriental countries. Witll regard 
to these, members of ilie United Nations have beard during the present session 
idyllic accounts of the conditions of complete equality and true brotherhood 
under which iliey live. The Jewish Agency is naturally very intimately acquainted 
with the position, and tlle picture as we know it is totally dillerent. 
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In most of these countries Jews are treated as second or third-rate citizens. 
They live in perpetual fear of eruptions of fierce fanaticism, of which there have 
been tragic examples both in recent years and in the more remote past. Their 
lot ranges from precarious sufferance to active persecution. All formal statements 
under duress notwithstanding, their hopes and dreams are centered on Zion, and 
their youth bas no other ideal but to join its builders. 

We very strongly urge that the position of these communities should form 
part of the committee's investigations. But the most urgent problem is, of course, 
that of the displaced persons in Europe who are now on the brink of despair. 

T HE present political crisis in Palestine is nothing but a clash between the dire 
needs of Jewish immigration and the current anti-immigration policy of the 

mandatory power. We were asked by the representative of India why public 
servants of the British Govemment in Palestine are today the victims of terrorist 
activity. The answer is because the White Paper of 1939 is still in force. Terrorism 
is a pernicious outgrowth of a disastrous policy. 

The Jewish Agency has unreservedly condemned terrorist bloodshed, and 
in that attitude it is supported by the large majority of the organized Jewish 
community. Its harm to the Jews and to the Jewish future is far graver than to 
the Government and people of the United Kingdom. But Jewish efforts to resist 
and check terrorism are continually frustrated because Government action, in 
pursuance of the White Paper, adds fuel to the fire. Our efforts will continue, but 
the representative of India will no doubt agree that Palestine is not the only 
country which has been aHiicted with this most hateful disease. 

ANOIHER question was why, in contradiction to the Emir Feisal's attitude, the 
Palestine Arabs were now opposed to Jewish immigration. Since that ques• 

tion was put, we have heard a very able exposition of the Palestine-Arab case 
which fully covered the point. All I would add is that the uncompromising 
opposition to immigration now voiced does not invalidate the broader conception 
and bolder vision expressed in the Feisal-Weizmann agreement, which indicated 
a way of harmonizing Jewish and Arab aspirations within a wider framework, 
fully taking into account the independence then promised and now achieved by 
the Arabs in vast territories. 

While I am on the point of promises, may I be permitted to recall that Sir 
Henry McMahon (British High Commissioner in Egypt during \Vorld War I) 
himself stated that Palestine was never included in the promises made by him 
to the Arabs, and that this was well understood at the time by the late King 
Hussein; also that Trans-Jordan, which was originally included in the Balfour 
Declaration, is today an Arab state. 

FINALLY, the distinguished representative of India asked whether we recognized 
the distin.ction between a Jewish State and a Jewish National Home. The 

answer is that we do, but perhaps not quite in the sense in which the question 
was meant. The establishment of the Jewish National Home is a process. The 
setting up of a Jewish State is its consummation. That such consummation had 
been intended by the authors of the Jewish National Home policy and that a 
way was definitely left open for its achievement was conclusively proved by the 
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Palestine Royal Commission. The point was fully understood by those responsible 
for the 1944 Statement on Palestine of the British Labor Party executive. 

The Indian representative drew attention to the use in that statement of th.e 
term •Jewish National Home" and not "Jewish State." But may I recall the words 
of Mr. Hugh Dalton, the present Chancellor of the Exchequer, when reporting 
on that statement of the executive to the Labor Party Conference. He urged 
common support, in consultation with the United States and Soviet Governments 
-and now I quote-"for a policy which will give us a happy, free, and pros­
perous Jewish State in Palestine." That was only two years ago. 

The matter has a most vital bearing on the question of Palestine's inde­
pendence. Unlike other mandates of Category A, the declared object of which 
was to prepare the country for independence, the Palestine Mandate has no such 
clause. Its primary purpose, in the words of the Royal Commission, is the estab­
lishment of the Jewish National Home. But, of course, the ultimate goal must be 
independence and the Mandate must be terminated. 

So if, upon the termination of the Palestine Mandate, its original purpose 
is to be Iul6lled, if the future of the Jewish National Home is to be permanently 
secured, if the national interest of the Jewish people is to be harmonized with 
other interests and not sacrillced for their sake, then a Jewish State must come into 
being. A home, in the words of a British statesman, in the debate on the White 
Paper for Palestine, is a place to which one is always free to come back. How is 
the National Home to fulilll its primary functions of being open to Jews in need 
of it, if it is to remain forever subjected to non-Jewish sovereignty? 

An Arab minority in a Jewish State will be secure, if for no other reason, 
because the State will forever remain surrounded by Arab countries with which 
it will be most vitally interested to be at peace; also because there will always 
be Jewish minorities in other lauds. 

But a Jewish minority in an Arab State will have no such security at all It 
will be at the mercy of the Arab majority, which would be free from all restraints. 
To provide boldly, if I may put it that way, for the independence of Palestine 
as a country, without placing an equal emphasis on safeguarding the indepen­
dence of the Jews as a people, is to tear the problem out of its real context and 
load the dice heavily against the Jews. The whole issue is likely to be vitiated in 
advance by such an approach. 

T HE question of our living with the Arab peoples and the relationship of a 
Jewish State with them is, of course, the dominant question of the future. 

The distinguished representative of Poland has asked, in his second question, 
whether there have been attempts at collaboration between Jews and Arabs. 
The answer is, yes, there have been, on both sides. Arabs and Jews have cooper­
ated and are cooperating successfully in the wide and varied £olds of municipal, 
commercial and labor affairs. 

Arabic is taught in all Jewish secondary schools and in a large number of 
primary schools. The Jewish Agency is particularly active in spreading knowledge 
of Arabic in the Jewish settlements and promoUng friendly relations between 
them and their Arab neighbors. From personal observation and direct experience 
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accumulated over a period of forty-one years' residence in Palestine, I can affirm 
that there is nothing inherent in the nature of either the native Arab or U1e 
immigrant Jew which prevents friendly cooperation. On the contrary, considering 
the admitted great difference of background, they mix remarkably well. 

Dy mixing I do not mean assimilation. for the Jew does not come to Palestine 
to assimilate to the Arab, but to develop his own distinctive individuality. Nor 
does he expect the Arab to assimilate to himself. What I mean is cooperation 
between a self-respecting Jew and a self-respecting Arab, and between t.he two 
communities. 

Today the issue is overshadowed and practical cooperation is hampered by 
the political con.Bi ct over the country's future. The present official leaders of U1e 
Arab states, having achieved practically :all they wanted with so litlle sac.riSce, 
refuse to admit the legitimacy of the national aspirations of another people. At 
the head of the Arab Higher Committee of Palestine stands a man who, apart 
from other well-known aspects of his activity, was directly involved during the 
war in the Nazi policy of e.ttermination of the European Jews. 

Nevertheless, the Jews do not lose heart. They come to Palestine not to fight 
the Arab world, but to live at peace with it. They are not an outpost of any foreign 
domination. The.ir ambition is to integrate themselves into the modem structure 
of reviving Asia. They are an old Asiatic people returning to their home. At the 
same time, they are anxious to make their contribution to the great work of 
bridge-building between modem Asia and the rest of the world. 

Their intense experience in development within the narrow confines of 
Palestine is yielding results which may be of value to all who are interested io 
social and economic progress in the Middle East and beyond. But their true 
partnership with their neighbors can only be based upon equality of status and 
mutual respect. They claim what is the natural right of any people on the face of 
the earth-that as many of them as possible should Jive together in their own 
country, freely develop their civilization, make their contribution to tlle common 
stock of humanity, and be self-governing and independent. They cannot possibly 
surrender that claim, and for its attainme:nt they appeal for the assistance of the 
entire family of nations. 

IN CONCLUSION, may I answer the question of the distinguished delegate from 
Colombia on our views regarding the composition of the special committee. 

We would not differentiate between big and small powers, nor would we suggest 
the exclusion of any Government merely because it happens to have or may 
develop a policy on Palestine. Having a policy does not necessarily mean being 
directly concerned as an interested party. But we believe that parties dir~tly 
concerned should not serve on the committee. That should exclude the Uruted 
Kingdom, for reasons put, if I may say so, with unanswerable cogency by the 
distinguished representative of the United Kingdom himself. We ~ould also 
definitely exclude the Arab states, unless it were agreed that the committee should 
contain one Arab and one Jewish member. 
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Supplementary Statement by David Ben-Gurion 

May 12, 1947 

J AM CRATEJ-'lJL for the opportunity afforded to me to make a few supplementary 
remarks to the statement made by my colleague, Dr. Silver, on behalf of the 
Jewish Agency for Palestine. 

First of all, I would like to try to clarify further the nature of the problem 
which the mandatory power has placed before the United Nations, as this is 
essential for defining properly the terms of reference of the special committee. 
Last Friday, the representative of the United Kingdom, on behalf of his Govern­
ment, declared that they tried for years to settle the problem of Palestine and 
had failed. They have, therefore, brought the problem to you in the hope that 
the United Nations would find a just solution. 

This statement is open to misunderstanding. The mandatory power was not 
charged with discovering a solution to the Palestine problem and its failure was 
not in its inability to find the right solution. The mandatory power was charged 
by the League of Nations with the carrying out of a definite settlement. That 
settlement was set out and determined originally by the United Kingdom herself 
and subsequently confirmed by all the Allied and Associated Powers in the first 
World War, as well as by the Arabs through Emir Feisal and the Syrian Arab 
Committee. It was later embodied in the Mandate approved by fifty-two nations 
and made international law. 

The terms of that settlement, as decreed by the conscience and the law ot 
nations, are common knowledge. It is the restoration of Palestine to the Jewish 
people. 

At the time the United Kingdom took over the Mandate, the problem of 
Palestine had been clearly adjudicated and settled. The failure of the Mandatory 
Government, as admitted by the British representative, was a failure to carry 
out the settlement agreed upon and entrusted to it by the nations of the world. 
The failure became manifest with the introduction of a policy set forth in the 
White Paper of 1939, which violated the most essential terms of the Mandate and 
vi\iated its entire purpose. . 

The White Paper policy, as you know, was condemned by the permanent 
Mandates Commission of the League of Nations as incompatible with the Man• 
date and with the pledges repeatedly given by the Mandatory Government 
itself. It was also denounced by the most eminent political leaders of the United 
Kingdom itself, including all the prominent members of the present Government 
of the United Kingdom, as a breach of faith. Only recently, the White Paper was 
again unanimously condemned by the Anglo-American Committee of Inquiry. 
The White Paper policy is responsible for the misery and deaths of a large number 
of Jews and for cruel acts of expulsion of Jewish refugees. 
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It is responsible for establishing in Palestine a police state without parallel in 
the civilized world. It is responsible for the introduction in Palestine of racial 
discrimination against Jews in land legislation. This is the real nature of the 
failure of the mandatory power. 

Therefore, I venture to suggest that the first problem facing the United 
Nations is how to set right that failure and to ensure that international obliga­
tions toward the Jewish population in Palestine are faithfully fulfilled. 

THE second point to which I would like to invite the attention of your com-
mittee is the fact that in Palestine you are faced not merely with a large and 

growing number of Jews, but with a distinct Jewish nation. There are Jews and 
Jewish oommunities in many countries, but in Palestine there is a new and unique 
phenomenon-a Jewish nation, with all the attributes, characteristic resources 
and aspirations of nationhood. This nationhood springs from a long history and an 
uninterrupted connection for 3,500 years ,vith its ancestral soil. 

Palestine, which for the Jewish people has always been and will always 
remain the Land of Israel, was in the course of centuries conquered and inv:ided 
by many alien peoples, but none of them ever ideot:ilied its national fate with 
Palestine. The Jewish nation in Palestine is rooted not only in past history but 
in a great living work of reconstruction and rebuilding, both of 3 country and 
of a people. 

The growth of this nation and its work of reconstruction must not and cannot 
be arrested-and this, for two reasons. One is the existence of large numbers of 
homeless Jews for whom there is no other salvation in the future except in thjlir 
own national home. The second is that more than two-thirds of the land in 
Palestine is still waste land, uncultivated, unsettled and be.lieved by the Arabs 
to be uncultivatable. The history of our settlement in the last seventy years has 
shown that this land can be and is being cultivated by us. 

This is not because we are more skilled or more capable than others, but 
because this is the only soil in the world which we call our own. We are not, like 
our Arab neighbors, in possession of vast underpopulated territories, like Iraq, 
Syria, Arabia, etc. We must therefore make use of every bit of free land in our 
country, even desert land. 

A i..o,HER observation is this: we are told that the Arabs are not responsible 
ft for the persecution of the Jews in Europe, nor is it their obligation to relieve 
their plight. I wish to make it quite clear that it never entered our minds to charge 
the Arabs with solving the Jewish problem, or to ask Arab countries to accept 
Jewish refugees. We are bringing our homeless and persecuted Jews to our own 
country and settling them in Jewish towns and villages. There are Arab to~s 
and villages in Palestine-Nablus, Jenin, Ramleh, ZamuJca, Lydda, Tarshiha. 
You will not Bnd a single Jewish refugee in any of them. The Jews who have 
returned to their oountry are settled in Petah Tiqva, Rishon le Zio~ Tel Avi_v, 
Haifa, Jerusalem, Dagania, the Negev and other Jewish towns and villages built 
by us. 
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The return of the Jews to their country is a work of self-liberation and self• 
reconstruction, which is conhibutlng to the reconstruction and liberation of the 
country as a whole. 

My fourth and last remark is this. We have no conflict with the Arab people. 
On the contrary, it is our deep conviction that historically the interests and 
aspirations of the Jewish and Arab peoples are compatible and complementary. 
What we are doing in our country, in Palestine, is reclaiming the land, increasing 
the yield of the soil, developing modern agriculture and industry, science, and art, 
raising the dignity of labor, insuring women's status of equality, increasing men's 
mastery over nature and working out a new civilization based on human equality, 
freedom and cooperation in a world which we believe is as necessary and bene­
ficial for our Arab neighbors as for ourselves. 

A Jewish-Arab partnership, based on equality and mutual assistance, will help 
to bring about the regeneration of the entire Middle East. We Jews understand 
and deeply sympathize with the urge of the Arab people for unity, independence 
and progress, and our Arab neighbors, I hope, will realize that the Jews in their 
own historic homeland, can under no conditions be made to remain a subordinate, 
dependent minority as they are in all other countries in the Diaspora. The Jewish 
nation in its own country must become a free and independent state with a mem­
bership in the United Nations. It is eager to cooperate with its free Arab neighbors 
to promote the economic development, social progress and real independence of all 
the Semitic countries in the Middle East. 

I most earnestly suggest to your committee that the real, just and lasting 
solution of the problem before you is a Jewish State and a Jewish-Arab alliance. 

la&ued by 

AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 
342 Madi&0n Avenue New York 17, N. Y. 
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The Palestine Problem 

EXTENSION OF REMARKS 
or 

HON. J. HOWARD McGRATH 
01' UIODB lS.t.AND 

IN THE SENATE OP TIU: UNITED STATES 

F(.da11, Mau 16 <legislatl~e da11 of 
M onda11, AprU 21>, 1947 

Mr. McGRATH. Mr. President, at tbe 
recent special session of the United Na­
tions Gi neral Assembly c::Jled to consider 
tbe Palestine problem, three splendid 
stater-1ents were made by the spokesmen 
!or the Jewish people. 

These arguments, presented by Dr. 
Abl:a HIiiel s:1ver, o! Cleveland, president 
of the Amerlc~ section or the Jcwlsb 
Agency for Palestine; by Mr. Mosbe 
Shert-0l., head or the p:>Utlcal depart­
ment or the asency and by Mr. Davld 
Beo-Gurlon, the chalrm&n or the execu­
tive committee of the J ew!Sll Agency, set 
forth fully tbe historic right a:1d ju, tifi­
catlon of the J ewish people to establish 
a homeland and a J ewish st:lte In Pe.les­

Unc. 
T he lhree st-::tements comprise a mng­

nltlc::nt pre5entatlon cf the J ewish case 
nod a splendid review o! the blstorlc 
American support of this crest cause. 

I comme:-id the~e statements to the 
attention of all fair-minded people In­
terested In a Just solut.lon or one of the 
world's most pressing problems, and I 

request their publ:catlons In the CON­
GRESSIONAL RECORD for the Information 
of the Congress and the country. 

There being no obJecllon, the state­
ments were ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

• • • • • 
7'524G-2123t 

Statement by Dr. Abba Hillel Si'.ver, 
May 8, 1947 

I should Uke to MY at the outset thot were 
Mr. Dnvld Ben-Gurlon. chnlrman o! the 

J ewlah Agency !or Palestine. hero this morn­

ing. he WOUid be making this Sl.!ltcment. 
Un!ortunntely. the nnlvnl o( Mr. Ben-Ourlon 

h°" been dcl&)'c<I. He wlll be here tomorrow, 

and I hOpe that In the ccurse or U>e dellbora­
tlons he wlll hnve nn opportunity to partici­

pate here. 

Permit me to thank tho Msembly or the 

United Nation• for gran Ung the Jewish 

Agency tor Palestine n h oarlng on tbe ques• 
t1on wb!cb !s before this ccmmlttce-. We are 

grnterul !or th, c[>portunlty to t.:k~ e; unscl 

with ycu In tho matter of constituting and 

Instructing a apcclal commit= or this bcdy. 
which IS to llUdy the problem o( Pnl .. Une 

and to bring In recommcndotlor.s !or the 

future go,e,nmcnt of thot c: u:,try. We 

trust that our p:u-tlclpnUon In those <le­
UDernuons wn1 be heiprut ana w1u pro,·e to 

bell c:mtrlbUUOll to the Just solUUon ol this 

grave lntern•tlonnl r,roblcm which this ln­

tern3ttonnl comn:u:ilty Is now earoe•Uy 
ll«klllg. 

Such • succusful so:u:lon r.111 pro,·o " 
blessing not only to Pnleatlnc and to all Its 

lnhabltnnto, to the Jcw:J:h people. to t ile 

oewo of world p,,noe. but It will a:so enhance 
the mornl nuthorlty nnc! prcatlgc or thla 

grcnt crgnnlzatlon !or world Justice and 
pence upon which ao many high h~pea or 
znank!nd now rest. 

(2) 

P~ O\"t:l cvr:.oo.:t 

We nrc plcruied that the Pn!e,itlne i,roblcm 

will now bo rcvlcwe:t by nn lntcmntlonal 
body and thnt the thought nn<l conscience 

of mnnk!nd will now 00' brought lo bc:lr on o 

altu~Uon which hcretc!orc, r.:,d tor some 
rcnr.s now. baa been mnc:e txtremely <ltffl. 
cult by unllaternl action and by decl&IOl'JS 
made, pre3urnobly within the ter111& of 1 
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mandatory tru•t, but nctuaUy wlthcut the 

sanctton or supervtston o·r the 1n1'?rnattonnl 

bocly which eatabllshcd lbat lrU$t ond which 

defined both Its limits nnd It" purposes. 
The ndmlnlstrntlon or Pllltstlne hu. ,Ince 

the outbrca.l< of the war, been conducted by 

the mandatory pcw~rs ns l.f It v.·ere vested 

wllb the so,·erelgnt-y or Palestine; w1,ertas It 

1a assumed to ndmlnlster tbnt ccu'ntry. ot 
which lt wns not the sovereign, as a trustee 

ror carrying out tbe i:nri:0601 of the mandate, 
which clearly defined Its rights nl\ll Its obll­

gnUons. 
The problem of Pruc•tlne ls. of cour,;e. ol 

paramount ~pott..ance to the Jew1sh people 
and that ract, t take It, mouvnted the Gen­

eral Attembly of the United Nl\tlow; to extend 

an lnvltnuon to the Jewish oi:ency or l'lllta­

Une to present Its ,,Jews. We thank all tbOlie 

who so warmly urgt!cl our ndmt;a:on tor thetr 
good wm and their gnlloot nct!on. The Jew­

ish ngency, you wlll recall, ls recogn!icd In 

the mandnte ror Faieaune RS " public bcdy 
aulborl2ed to apenk and net en tehnlr of tho 

Jewish people In and out or Pt\Jcatlne 111 

motlera aft'eci111g the eatoblt,hment d tho 

Jewtsb notlons.l home. 
It ts the only rccoan!zod public bO<ly In 

tbo mnndate. IL la rccognJz•d as 6UCh, to 

quote article 4. " • • ror tbe pu,i,,,... or 

advising ond cooperating with th• odmlllls­

trntlon of Palestine tu iiuch economic. social. 
nnd ott:tr mnttcrs as mny atrt.ct the eu.a.b­
lllhment or the Jewllh r.atlonal home ar.d 

the Interests of the Jewish population In Pnl­

esUne And, subJe<t always to the control ot 

the admlnl•tratlon . to ._..,,t ond toke ~"rt 

tn the dcvclcpment or U1e. country." 

Onc!er arl!c:le 6. the J ewl8h agency ls en­
tlt:e<I ru.rthcr to cooperate with the admln­

latroUon In permitting " • • • clooc set­

tlement by Jews on the lnnd"; and, by nrllcle 

11, It 1, gl\•en a preferred status In retpect 

to the con.tn:ctlon and operation of public 

works ancl the de•elopment ot the natural 

resour::ea or the country. 
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Tbo JC9,'ltb ni;ency, Which WC have tho 

honor to reprcse.n~ lhercfore, aptaks noi. 
merely !or tho orgru,1::ed J ewish community 

of Paleallne. the democratlcnlly elected Na­

tlonnl CouucU of Fatestlne Jew&. who nre to• 
day the pioneering vanguard In the bulld­

lng or the JewWl national home: It sr,eaJ<a 

al$0 ror tl>e Jewish people of the world. who 

nro devoted to thls hl.,torlc Ideal, tor It was 

<barged, l>y tl:e aome artlcle 4. of the man-
date ... ,. . . to secure the cooperation of 
ou Jews who are willing to "'t.tdst In th• estab­
lishment or the Jewl•h notlonal home." 

I have spoken of "the Jewish people" and 
''the Jewl2h notJonal heme." In defining the 

terms of reference of the commtuce o( hl-­
qulry which you are to appoint, end In •ll 

the committee's ruture lnvtt\lgatlons, th•••· 

In my Judgment, should be regarded •• key 

tnrms and bo.slc concepts. They were the key 
terms and the baste concepts ot the BnJ!our 

Dce:aratton nnd of tbe mnndate und:r whtch 

Palestine Is. or should be. ndmlnlstercd 
today 

To rrocee-d wlU:c.ut relt\tton to them would 
be to detour lnto a poltttcal wilderness a.g fn.r 
as Palestine ls concerned. To treat the PoJ­
t!titlne p:o!Jt~m cs IC It '•\'ere one or merely 

reconc111ng the differences bet Wt<':n two sec­
tions or lhc por,uI•tlon proscntly lnbnblttng 

the ccuntry, or of ftndtng: n b~ven tor a ccr• 
tntn number or refugees nnd dl$1>loetd per­
s:ms. would only contribute to contusion. 

d.\LFOUll D£CLARAT%O.N Clttl> 

The Bolrour Declarotton, which was ls$ued 

by ala MaJesty'a Government •• a " • • • 
dcclara\lon or s;mpotby with Jewl•b Zionist 

aspiration." declares: 

"Hts MoJeat-y·a Government view wltb 

rover the establlahment In Palestine ot • 
nauonal home ror the Jewl8b poople." 

nie mandate, In lta prenmble, recognl­

... • • the blatortcat conne,ctton of t.be 

Jewish people with Pale.tine" and " • • • 

the grounda tor rcconst1tut1ng"-I call J O\lt 



attention to the word "roconatltutlng"­

"tbelr national home ln tbnt country." 

Those lnternatlcnal commitments or a. 
quarter or a century ago. wblch llowed rrom 

the rcco~Uon ot blstorlc rights nnCI present 

needs. and up:>n wblch so much boa alrendy 
been bUllt In POIMllne by tbe Jewish people. 

cnnnot now be craed. You c1UU1ot turn 

bock the bands or the clcck or history. 
Certainly. the United Nations, guided by 

Its great principle, proclolmcd In Its Charter, 

"to csmbllah conditions under wblch Jiattce 

ond respect (or the obUgatlona arising from 

4 
heir, decreed that the Jewlab people ,hoUICI 

be given the right. long denied. and tile op• 

portunlty to reconaut-..te their nauonal 

home In Palcstlnc. That nntlonal home la 

still In tbe mo.king: It h:>S not ;et been lully 

ea(abllsbed. No International community 

bas c:.ncclcd or even questioned that right. 
The mnndntory power, ~hieb wag entrusted 
with the obllgntlon to soregu:u-d the oppor• 

tunJty for tbe contlnuom growth nnd de­

vclcp:nont ol the Jewlsb national home. Ma 

untortunntely In recent yellfa grlevoual-y In­

terfered with and clrCURU'.Crlbe<I ll. Tbat 

treaties and otllcr sources 01 lnternaUonal oiportunJty muat now be Cully restored. 

law c:1.n be malnt.nlncd."" C3n never snnctlon When will the Jewish nntlonol home be 

the violation or treaties aud of lntematlonol an accompU.bed fnct? The answer to that 
law. que.Uon may well be given by the mau who 

Having tbla and almllnr situations In mind, we, Prime Mlnlatcr or Groot Britain nt the 

R rp:,eltlc provision, ycu wUJ recall. wns wr!t• time when the Balfour DeclaraUon woa la• 

ten Into the chapter or tho Cb1>rt"1" or tho sued. I am quoting lbe teaUmony or Mr. 

United Nntlons wblch Cicala wltb territories Lloyd Oee>rge, gh•cn belore the Pl\lestlne 

wbleb might beccme trlJstee$hlp territories. Roy"1 Commlulon In 1937: 
and whlcb la t.bererore e,,pcclnlly appllcable '"1'he.re would be no doubt."' be S:lld, ··as 
to territories now under mondotc. This Is 10 wtat Ibo Cabinet then bnd In their minds. 

nrllcle 80 er the C!larter, wll!cb rccd i: It wu not their Idea that a Jewish state 
.. E,ccpt na may be ngreed upon In lndl• £b~Uld te set up Immediately by lhe peace 

vldu:u trusteeml:, ns,etmcnts. made ucder treaty. On tile oll,er band, le waa contom-

ert1cles 77, 79, and 61. plncl~.g ench tcrrttcry pln~cd that. when tho tlrnc arrived for PC· 

under the trustee,hlp syate:n. and untll sucb col'd.lng represent.nUve lnltltutlona to Pales­
ogroemcnta hove tc:n concluded, nothing tine, If the Jews Md mean,,hlle r .. p,mded lo 

In tbla cbllpter sb.a.11 te conatruod In or or tho opporlualty afforded them and bnd be• 

ltaelC to nlttr In any mannc, the rights come n dellnltc majority oC tbe lnbabltnnt.&. 

wbntsoe,,er of nny atntcs or any peoples or then Pnlt.aUne would tbu.s btc.:>rne n Jewl1,b 
the terms or ex~atlcg lntcrnat!onru lnstru... commonwcnltb."' 
ments. to wblc!I mem~rs or the United Na• '"Tb~ notion that Jewish 1trunlcrauon," Ito 

t1ona may regp::etlvely b~ pnrUos:· contlnu~. ··would have to be nrllllclally re• 

It la the penip,,ct:ve or rour committee ol atrlcted In order to Insure thnt the Jews 

Inquiry on the entire problem whlcb, In our wculd be a permnncnt minority. never en­

Judgment. will prove decisive. It wm give tcred Into tbc head ol anyone engaged In 

dlrectl.on and \\"Ill greatly expedite Its work. Cramlng the pollcy. That wculd ha,•e been 

and Its conclusions wUI prove of construe- rcgnrded •• unJu>t and •• a rraud on the 

tlve slgnUlcance. IC It wut keep the proper people t<:> whom we wcse npl)C"lh1g." 

perspectlvo always In view. This aame answer could ftlao be given by 

A generation ago tho 1niornatlonal com• Mr. Winston CburcbUI. who v.•ns an lmpor• 

munltJ or the world, or which the United umt member of the Oovernmcnt wbleh la­

Nations today ts the pollUc4J nnd splr!tual sued the Bntcour Declaration; by Oeneral 

745246-21234 



Smuts, who was o member or tho Imptrlnl 

Wnr Cabinet ot tile time and wllo foretold 

an lncrenslng stre:un or Jewish Immigration 

tnto Palestine ond "tn generatton.s to aome. 
a great Jewish state rising there once more"; 

by Lord Robert Cecll, ond by mony o t-hera. 

QUOTES WOODP.OW WILSON 

Amcrlean stotegmc.n shared this \llcw ot 
the Jewl.sh nnttonaJ heme. Thus, President 
Wilson, on March 3. 1919, atat.ed: "I am per• 

sunded thot the Allied Dot.Ions, with the 

fu.lles·t concurrence of cur own Government. 
and people. are ni:rced that In P>lestlne shall 

be 11\ld the foundations or a Jewish com­
monwe3lth." 

That the oo,·ernment or the United Ststes 
does not now t.)n.sJder the Je.wlsb national 

l:omc na alrrody catobll$hed Is clcorly stated 

In the letter of Praldont Tru:nan to King 

lbn Snud, of Snudl Arabia, doted OCtober 23, 
19~6. He W!"Cte: 

•·nie o o,•ernment o.od people er the Dnlt..ed 

Stat.cs have given auppOrt to the concept or 

the Jewish noUonaJ home ln Palestine ever 
&lncc the term!nntlon o! the Plrat World 

War. " 'hlCb rttUlled In tbe freeing or o Iorgo 

orea or lbe Neor East, Including Paleallno, 

and the ealobllshment or n number or In• 

dependent Stntes whtch a.re uow membera ot 
the United Notions." 

"Tbe Unlled Stotcs," wrote President Tru­
man, "w.hlcb contributed Its blood nnd re­

sources lo tbe winning of lhal wnr. could 

not dlvelt ltgolf or • cert,111 responsibility 

for the manner In wbteh the rreed terrltorlee. 
were disposed or or (01 lbe rate or tbe peoples 

liberated DL lhnt time. It took tbe poaltlon, 

to whlct It atlll r.<iberes. that these people 

ahnuld be prepared !or oelf-go,·ernment, and 

Riso lhnt n nnttonnl home for the Jewish peo, 

pie should be estnbllfhcd In PJ lettlne. 

"I nm boppy to nou-. declared tbe Prnl• 

dent. ''tbot most or the Ubcrnted pc.opJN nre 

now clll2ena ot lnd•pendcnt couMrlcs. The 

Jewish notlonnl home, however. hM nol as rel 

l:een fuJly developed ." 
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It aho .... :d, or cours,, be clear-nd I regr•t 

th&t stntemcnts mnde b)' certn.lu repre.tenta-.. 
tl\1C?S It\ recent days have tended to conCuso 

wbnt abould be clear-that when we speak of 

a Jewish state, we do not have In mind any 

raetnl state or any tbeocrntlc state, but one 
which wl!I be based upon full equollty and 

rights !or 1\11 lnMbltont.a without dlallncllon 

of re.llglon or race t"Dd wtthout domtnatton 
c· subjugation. Wh4t we !lo•·• In mind by 

lhc Jewls~1 state Ls moet s1·cclncuy staled 

In• resolution ndopted by the Srltlsh L41bor 

Party Ir 1941>-now represented by tbe pres­
ont Oovernment or the United Kh,gdom, 

whlcl1 r~u.,.ted this specllll sca&lon or the 
United 1:atlon1. I o.m quoting: 

"Rere we baited halfwny, lrreaolutel)' u­
tweon connlctlng pOl!clc.s. '3ut there is surely 
neither hope nor menn1t1

0 
in a Jewlsh na­

tional home unle,a we are prepared to Jet 

the Jews. If lhey wl&b, enter this tiny lnnd 

1n sueb numbttt as to become n. mnJorh.y. 
'There was a strong CBae tor this betore lhe 

war. ::inc! tl~erc Ja tl.ll lrreslstlble cnse tor lt 
now. 

When your committee ti Inquiry will 

come 10 coiulder proposftla tor the ruture 

got•ermne.nt or Pn1eat.tne. lh1s 1ncscnpnble 
nnd trred\lcttle factor-the lnt-ernnttona.1 
obligation to tnaure the continuous d°'elop­

mznt of the Jewish t1ntlonnl nome-should 

be kept, tn our Judgment, conatnntly 1n 

mind. I bel!O\'e It WOUid be extremely belp­

rul to the committee or Inquiry If Ille mnn­

datory gove·rnment would pr~nt the ac .. 

count or Its stewnrdshlp or the Pnl.,.tlnc 

mandate to It rnthc.r than Wl\lt for the ne.xt 

08lembly or the United Nations. IL WOUid 

nssl&t the ~mmlttee in thinking through 

tho problem r.nd at nrrlv!ng At helpful rec­

omme.od.Bt-Jcns for the future government of 

Pnlcstlne. 

It la Ulogtcal, I feor, to ask the eommltte. 

Of lnqulr~ to consider the future govern• 

ment of Pnleatlno without llrat mnl,lng a 

thorough etudy or the present aovunmenl 



to discover what w:is tnulcy In the present 

administration, what neglect and what de­

viations occurred to b!lVO brought nbOut 11 

condition so dangerous and explOGtve as to 

ne=ttata lh• convoking or 11 apectnl .,,_ 

ston or the United Notions to deal with It, 

I bolleve tb•t tho committee or Inquiry 
abould m06t certainly .Seit Palestine. Writ­

ten documents nre Important, but tnllnlttly 

mere fm;ructh·e n.re the Uvlng docu,ments. 
the visible testimony or creative e!rort and 

ncbtevement. In Palestine they wm a:,e 

what the Jewlfh people, Inspired by the hope 

or rec:onatltutlng this national home n.ller 

the long weary centuries or their homelcu­

n&s, and relying ui;on the honor and the 

pledged word or the world community, bas 

achieved In a rcw short years agntnat great 

odds and seemingly lnt=ountable bnndl­

c.nps. 
The t.nsk wa.s wormou.s-untrntned band&. 

6 

Inadequate means, overwhelming dlfflCUltie.. 
Toe land wns nrtppcd nnd poor, neglected 

through the centuries. And the p:,rlcd or 

building took place tctween two dls'1Strcu. 

world wnu wben EU.rope-an Jewry wa.& shat­

tered and lmpo,·erlsl>ed. Nevertheless, tho 

record or pioneering achievement of the 

Jewish pe:iplo In Palestine hl\S received the 

noclatm or the entire world. And what wna 
bullt th••• with scclal vtak)n nnd high hu­

mon tdc:tllam hl\S proved n blessing, we be­

lieve, not only t.o the Jews or PA!eatlnc but 

to th? Arabs and \o other non-JcWl<h com­
muntu .. ns ,.,.,u. 

That the return or the Jews \o P::.lcattne 

would prove n blessing not only to them• 

selvu but n!so to their Arnb neighbors was 
envisaged by 1.-'>c Emir Fel&at, who was a 

great IOAder or tl:10 Arab peoples, nt the 

Peace Conrerenco following the First World 

\Var. On Moreb 3, 1919, be wrote: 

"\Ve Arnbs look with the deepest aympnlhy 

on the Z!on!st movement. Our deputation 

hero In Porta la fully ocqualnted with the pro­

pogala submitted ;-.tcrc!Ay by the Ztonl&t 
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or::nnl~tton \o the Pe~ce Oonrcrence, and 

we regard them aa modeute and proper. We 

wtll do our best, tnsoror as we are concerned, 

to help them through. We wUI wish tho 

Jews R most hearty welcome h ome. I look 

rorwlll'd, and my people with me look ror­

ward, to 11 ruture In wblch we wUI help you, 

and you wU! help us, so that tto countrte. 

In which we ore mutually lnteres~d may 

once ngrun tnke their places In the oommu­

nlty of civilized peoplt3 or the world." 

Your committee of Inquiry wlll conclude, 

we arc conJldent, that tr allowed to develop 

uninterruptedly the staudnrda or ille which 

bn,·e been developed In Palestine, the con­

«PI• of soc.lnl Justice and the modern seten­

tlllc method will serve u n great 1thnulua 

\o the rebirth and progress or the eott.ro 

Near East with wbleb Palestine nnd with 

which the clesttnles ot tbe Jewish nnllonal 

home !lre naturally bound up. 

Your comtnltt,eo or Inquiry should alllo con­

sider the pot!ntln!ltles or the country, wbtch. 

IC properly developed, C.'ln, occcrdlng to the 

expert t.cstlmony or th= most quolt!led to 

speak on the ,ubject, ausLoln n population 

much greater thnn the pre..ent one. Many 

more proJect.s which wlll result ln great eco­
nomic nnd J10Cln1 Improvement, not alone In 

Palestine but In all the netghborlng coun­

tries, nrc nwoltln0 development ponding a 

sntlsCnctory political solullon. 

WOULD JNV'£STJC:Aff YIOL.Ci-;CE 

The cornmlt"t<!e or Inquiry should, while In 

Polestlne, also look Into the re:iJ, tho fUndn­

mentM CMIS<?I ot the trng1c unrest cmd vio­

lence which today mar the life or the Holy 
Lnnd to which our Jewlah pioneers came, 

not With we,pon• but with tools. They will 

Inquire, I am auro, why n l)C.'lC<?•lovtng com­
mu nity, whc6C solo Interest was In buUdlng 
a peaceful 11ome nnd ruturc ror tbemae\vos 
and their children, la being driven to the 

pitch of ,esentmcnt nnd tension and lamen­
tably driving aomo ol Its mcnnbcn to action• 

which v;e nu deplore. 



They will aok tbemsolve,;, I am sure, why 

Bh.lploada o! helpless Jewish refugees-men, 

women. and children who have been through 
nlJ the bells of Nazi Eurcpe-nre being drl\·cn 

away from the aborcs or tbe Jewlab nat.lonal 

home by a mandatory gofernment wbtch as­
&Ulllod. na lta prime obllgatJon. to fncU!tnte 

J owlgh lmmlgraUon Into that country. 

They will also Investigate, I hope, how the 

mandatory government 1g carrying out no­

other or Its obligations. ,,.hlch was to encour­

age also scttlem~nt o[ the Jews on the land; 

when. In actuol practice, It b today geverely 

reatrlctlng tree Jewtsh seulcment to nn area 
less than 6 perce11t or that tiny country, and 

ls enforcing tc<lay In L'le Jewish nntlonoJ 

home dlscr1mlnntory racial lnws which the 
ma..ndate, :is wcl.1 as the Charter o: the On!tc:1 

Nations, &evere.ly condem.n1.. 
By way or cllgresslon Jet It be 51\ld-tr It 

need be sold at all-that we ore not engaged 

nor shall we be engaged In any criticism or 
condemnntton or the people of the United 

Kingdom. We hove no quarrel with them. 

011 the contrary, \\·e ht\\'e lhc b.:ghe&t r·egt\rd 

IU>d ndmlrntlon fo.r th1tt people and ror Its 

monumental contrtbutlong to de.mccrntlc 
clvlllzotlon: and we shall never ro:-get thnt It 

wna the UnJted Kingdom which, ftrst :unoi:g 

the untlons, gave recognition to tb.e naUontll 

aspirations of the Jew:Bh people. It la only 

a wrong n11d unJustlllable policy whlGb con­

tradicts and tends to defeat the for-v!aloned 

British 1tatesmanshlp of enrller i·eora which 
we. condemn. 

We hope moot c,rnestly that the commit• 

tee or Inquiry wlll al$0 \'lglt the dlsplnccd 

pc,.,,.,. camp• In Europe and see with their 

own cyos the nppnlllng human tr11Gedy whlch 

manl:lnd le permlUJng to continue unobAted 

2 yeara-lt la exactly 2 years today since 

VE-day-alter the close or the war In which 

tho J ewish people wna tho greate.t suJ!'erer. 

Whlle commlttees of lnvestlgt\Uon and 

&tudy are reporting on I.heir 11\d pUght, and 

whlla Intergovernmental dlscuuloDJI and ne-
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goUnttons nro going on. these wnr•r-nv-nged 
men and women are langubhlng l.o their 
miser)', sWI waiting tor 11\lvotlon. They nsk 

ror the bread of •=pe nnd hope: they ore 

given U1e stone or lnqulrlea and lnvestlga­

tions.. Their morale lg alumplng terribly. A 

splrltunt deterlorotlon, I am afrl\l<I, Is selling 

In among them. I t Ill only the hope that to­

morrow - perhaps tomorrow - redemption 

mny come lhnt keeps their spirit rrom break­
Ing uiterly, 

Most or them arc desperately cngcr to go 

to tho J ewish national hO'M. I hope thftt 

the CO1Jl1Clence or mankind. EJ)eal<lng thrcugh 

you and through ycur commlttec or Inquiry 

wut m:i.ke It poulblc ror tbeae weary men 

and women to find peace th. IBst. nnd hea.Hng 
In tho lnnd of their fondest hopes. nod that 

th.cir Uberatlon wm not be delayed ut>tll 

the report or the commit tee 1g nnnlly made 
and tho action of the Assembly to nnally 

token. but lhnt, pending ulllmn<e decisions 

and lmplemcntnc.looa, these untorLc.nnt.e 

people will be permitted rorthwllh to ml­

grate In sub$t..'lnttn.J numbers to Palcsttne. 

T:lere ls a <tetpernt.e urgency obt.ut. tb1s 

tr::glc human problem my frlenda. which 

b:ool:s no dclny, An Jmroed!nt.e relrucntlon ot 
the rtstrlcth'e mensures on lmmlg·rntlon tnto 

Pnleattne A.nd n return to the st-ntu-1 whteh 

prcvn!led before Lhe whtto paper pol!cy or 
1939 w11,9 1mp05od wU! not only be a boon 

to these 5u1Terlng bumnns, but will greatly 
reltevo the present menacing tenatona In 

P:>le,.Une. WIii wnah CUI mucb o.r tbe bllter­

n054 and wlll enable tt>o deJlbcrntlol!s or ycur 

committee or Inquiry and of tM next Assem­

bly to be carried on In a CUimer spirit. In an 

ntmospbere of moderation nnd good will. 

We are nll eager ror pence. We must all mnke 

a contribution to nchlcve It. Eut the d«:1· 

elvo contribution can only bo mnde by the 

mandatory government. 

I hope lllat I have not abused your pa­

tience, Mr. Cbnlrmnn, nod the patience or 

the representntlvea of the United Nation, 



here assembled. Permit m.o to conclu<le 

with Ibis ob•ervatlon: 

The Jewish people place great hope upon 

the outcome or the deliberations or this 

great bo<ly. I t bn1 faith In Its couecuve 

oense or Juatlce and ralmC$S and In the blgb 

ldeats which lmplre It. We nre an ancient 

people. ond tbougb we b.~vo often. on the 

long. bard rood which we have traveled . been 

dlslllu.slone<!. we have never been dlsbeart.­

ened. We have never Iott raltb In the sov­

ereignly nnd the ultimate triumph ot great 

moral prlnclplea. 

In these la.st tragic yenn. when tbe whole 

beusehold or waeJ became one grent boatelry 

or pain. we coUld not bnve built wbt\t we 

did build bad we not preserved our un­

shnlmble trust In the victory or truth. It 16 

In tbnt ntrong In.Ith nnd hope that we wlab 
to oooperate with you In this ta.sk which you 

bo.vc undertaken. 

The Jewish people belongs In this aoclety 

of nations. Surely the Jewish people Is no 

less deserving thnn other peoples whose na­
tlonnl freedom and Independence have been 

e.atebllahed and whose repreuntallves ate 

now seated here. The Jewish people were 

your n\Jle• In the wnr nod Joined tr,elr ane­
rlllccs to you,- to achieve n common victory. 

The representntl•es or the JcwLsb people or 

Palestine aboUld alt In your midst. nit 

repr,sentallvea or tbe people and of the lnnd 

whlcll cave to mnnltlnd t.plrllual and elhl• 

cal values lnaplrlng human personallllea and 

aacr~ texts wblcb are your tren.surcd pas• 

aeaalona-we hope thnt thnt people. now re• 
~~Udlng again Ill natlonol U!o In lta ancient 

h omelond. wlll bo welcomed before long by 

you to this noble !ellowslllp ot tbe United 

Notlona. 

8 

Statement by Mr. Moshe Shertok, May 
12, 1e•1 

I am here to reply t.o the queatlons wblch 

were put to Or. Silver after lbe c~ncluslon 

or ha nddr¢lla to the committee. In 10 do­

ing, I hope I may be permitted nl&O to ele:u-
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up some or tbc underlying Issues. In order 

t o bring out the meaning of my replies a 
little more clearly. 

1 would b<gln with a question Mked by 
the ropre$entallve ot Polnnd na to the or­

gan12atlon. compoelllon. and !unctions of the 

Jewish Agency tor PaleaUne. In the man­

date, It waa the Zlonlat o:g,ml%ilUon which 

waa recognJ.Zed as tbe Jcwlah agency. with 

powera to ad••lsc and coopcrotc with the 

mcndatory a<1m1n1stratJon Sn tn.ntters con• 

coming the Jewish natlonnl home and to 

take part In the country•• development. 

M the time, the World Zionist Orgnnlzo­

Uon. rounded 50 yeara ago. was nlready 2~ 
years Old. Subsequently. certaln non-Zlontn 

groups Joined In forming an enl<>rged Jew­
ish ngency. but the Zionist organlzat:on bas 
remalne<! the main driving force. The World 

Ztonl&t Ort:I\D1%1ltlon 111,a today 1ocn1 orgonl­

zatJona ln more thnn 60 couot:-!cs-wttb a 
few exceptions. in every country wbl'Tt! 

Jews Uve. 

Within the Zlonlat movement, as In any 
dcmoc.rattcally orgontzcd oocle.t.y, there (ll'e 

parties: the labor party and other lnb~r 

groups, tho ctnte.r or genc:-nl Zionists, the 
Mlzrnchl or the orthodox religious Zlonlsta. 

and the revisionist.a. n11a porty dMtlon ls 

reflected In our congresses, which are be!(! 

once In every 2 years after a general election 
ln au countries. The congress elects our ex• 
ecuuve, tbo present execuUve wn.s ttected 
by tbe 360 delc,gates to the twenty-second 

Zionist congross In Bnale Inn D<:cember. who. 

ln turn. were elec~ by neorly 2.000,000 Zion . 

lat voters througbout the world. The execu­

tive baa headquarters In J erlllll:lem and 

branchea with resident members In i-.cw York . 

London, and PnJ'111. 

AG!:.NCT'8 DUTt&S cun.JNED 

Two things must be streased. Plrat. tl!e 

ngcncy la the spokesman, not merely er Jew, 

nlrendy aHtlcd In Pnlesllne but o! llll Jews 

throughout tho world who nrc de<oted t o 

the Idea or the Jewish n&tlonat bOme. The 

entire J owl.lb people, I mlgM aay, bold the 
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Jcwlah agency r"4Jl()nslble ror the success or not displace or worsen the tot of the exist­

that great enterprise. Secondly. the agency Ing Inhabitant& who are al!O there u of 

18 not merely an orsan 01 natlonnt representn• right. Ir that basic premise Is not gr,ntcd, 

tlon, but an Instrument or nation-building, then there la very little to dl$cu$$. 
an Institution or tmmlgratlon, development, It may sound quJte plausible to argue 

and settlement. Jt moblllzes the energies that It the right or tho Jews to return 

and resources of our people ror national re- to Polestlno i. admitted on the grcu::ids or 

construction, and ln Palcstlne It directs anclcnt history, than the whole map or 

large-scale practical development work. the world would have to be rcm: de nnd 

It bu bc,en responsible ror bringing 1>un- chaos would ensue. But d~s the question 

dreds or tho:.:11&nda or Jews to Pal0$tlne nnd really arise? Do the descendant< o! the 

settling them there. It h~s corrlcd out an Romnns, tor enmi:le, claim entry Into Eng­

extensive program or settlement on the land. land? Do they need Englnnd? Docs the'.r 

It bu stlmulated :naJor lndustrlal develop• ruture, their .-cry ,x:stence, dei,cnd on set­
ment. It hU supplied guJdance and coor<II• tllng thete? Or do the Are.bs, ror tbnt matter, 

natlon to the vnst volume or Cree Initiative pre$!1 to return to Andalusia In Spain? Is It 

and enterprise In the wort or Jewish set­

tlement. Our Jerustilem hcadqunrters la 

divided Into deportm,mts: po!IUC!ll, tlnanclal, 

lmmlgrct!on, agr!Cultural settlement, trnde 

and lndunry, lnbor, etc. 

During tbe war the Jewish -.;ency acted, 

In " wny, u a recru!Ung authority, It rno­
blllzed the Jewish «or effort In Palestine In 
the cause or tlJc tJ"nlted Nutlona. lt bu eup­

plle<l 33,00~ volunteers ror l\rtncd service 

within tbe Brlti.h rorcts. They defended 

n mntte:r or U!e and death for them? Tbe 

analogy is Callnclou, and mlsleadlng. 

,H'W'ISH P0$.1TlON' UNIQUE 

The great historic phcnon,enon oc tbe 

Jewltb return to Paltstlne i. unique bec:,ute 

the position or the Jewish people •• n homc­

le$$ people, nnd yet atl<lcbcd with r.n un­

bre~l<ablc tenacity to lt,i birthplace, ls 
uruque. It ta tllnt phenomenon ibat nus 
mr.de the problem of Pat ... une an Issue In 

lntt.'nat.1onn.l ntrnirs. :md no slm\lnr lstue 

Palestine, ~erved In most middle eastern hru! ever orlsen. 

countries and rougbt In the c=pa.lgm ot 
Amen nnd Europe. All lnc!u, trl"1, te:hnlcol, 

and lclentlllc resources of Jewish Palenln• 

were harnessed to the wo.r effort. 
So much !or the Jewish agency as such. 

Politically, Its prlmory runctlon hna been 

to uphold and defend Jewl&b rights under 

the mnndnte. Imn,J:rntlon I• Uie crux of the 

prob,,m and several of the que,tlons put to 

or. S1.h'er hear on thnt tssue. In nnswcrlug 
tbese quesUoca. I mu.at mc.k~ one bns~c 
point cleor ~y way of bntkground. 

11 It I& gr:rntcd lbnt the Jewl&b p;,ople arc 

In Pnleatlnc as or right, then all tbc lmpllc.,­

tlons and corollarlcs of thnt premise must 

be ac; eptcd. The roremost Is that Jew, 

must be nllowcd to re::cttle In Pate,;Une In 

unlimited numbers, provided only they do 

74524.$-21:IU 

Were It not tor tile piuence In PaJc,;tlne 

tOdt.1.y ot over 600,000 Jcvls v.ho ref:.:..tc to te 

left In the n,lnorlty p:,sltlon under Arob 

domlnntlon; were It not ror the urge to set­

tle tn Palestlnc, or '3undreds or tbouannda 

of homeless nnd uprooted Jcv.·a In Europe, 

In the Orient, nnd elsewhere; were It not for 

the b epo,i nnd c.ll'orts or mUllons or Jem 
tnrocghout tho world to reestnbl!Sh their 

notional home nnd bulld It up Into n JcWl8b 
state, thm the United NMlons WOUid not 

be r.ced with the problem or Poteallne aa It 

la now. The problem Is real and prCS&lng. 

It cannot be mode to dlsnppcor by con­

Jurlng cp nonextstent dUllcultles alleged to 

be ln•·olvf!d In Its solution. 
When the dl&tlngu!sbcd reprc,;entauve 

from India uk& how mnny Jews from outside 



t.here were tn PAlestlne at. certnln dates­
the opeN1tlng ,.-ords bclng •·trom outstdc'"-

1 must confess I am somewhat b>ffled. I 

CM give him the round figures tor the 

Jewish populntlon In those yean-50.0lO In 

1900, 165.000 lo 1930, <15,000 In 1939. Now 
It la about 630,000. lncldentauy, there are 

more Jews In Pnlestlne today than there 

were Arabs at the end or the Flm World Wnr. 

But as to "'Jews from outllde." I connot 

8'1f. In a way, they are all from out.side; 

they are practl.cnlly au lmmlgranu. 

Tbue was but a tiny J ewtsb community 

In Palestine prior to 1880. In the early 

1eeo·s. the return etarted, almo&t almul­

taneously from Russia and Rumanlo, rrom 

Morocco and southern Arabln. and since then 
It baa been pra.ctleally continuous. It start­
ed bccnuse tbe Jews had nlwa)'S belleved It to 

be their lnallenable right to resetUe Poles­

tlne. That right waa sUbS<lqueoUy lntcma­

ttono.Uy recogn!zed o.nd enshrined. ln the 
mandnte. But quite apart Crom the man­

date, nothing will eradlcote, from the hcane 

or J ewa, the com,1ct1on that It Is their right 

to return. s~ In that dcepu sense, ll»Y are 
from not outalde at all but aons of the 

country. 

By the way, my Arab countrymen mnke 

much or the rnct that Pnlesttno has Olf1)ndy 

taken ln so mRll)' lmmlgrants. These Immi­

grants, they said. were recet,ed by the Arabs. 

We are vcr)• sorry, but we can.not concede 
them that credit. cor.veuely. they say lhol 

the Jews have aetlted In Paleatlne at the 

expense O{ the At'tlb1', That debit It.em. tco. 

we cannot ndmlt. There bns been no re~ 
celVlng or Jewish lmmlgranta by /\robs nor 

any aettle.me.nt of Jews at the expenge or the 
Arabs. 

The Jews dld not come rus guests or any­

one. They came ln their own right. They 

received themselves and their brother&; and 

they did so by their own efforta and nt the 

u peuse or no one else. Every acre or land 

we tUled was bought and had to be wrested 
746240-21234 

from wilderness ond desolation. Nothing waa 
tBken away-not one house, not one job. 

A tremendous runount or work. wealth, and 
wall-being was presented to the Arab popu­

lotlou. 

The honorable representotlve from India 

also Mked what was the age or the Jewish 

commu.nlllea In Europe: and whether, atnce 
the Bitler regime had been cru&bed, the Jew­

ish dtsplnced persons would not be better 

nd,•lacd to stay ln Oermnny. 

As to the age or European Jewry. It Is on 

the whole quite venerable, but age has not 

made ror security. Three-quarter,, of that 

Jewr~.000.000 peoplc,-are no more. But 

let us go back Into the put. Jews bnd llved 

In Spain !or a whole mlllennlum when, ln 

1492, they were dlspoUed and expelled. and 

only those who gave up their Jcww, ldcnUty 

and became Cbrlstlnns were allowed to re­
main. Je'\\·s bo.ve llved ln Poland at.nee tbo 

cleveMh or twelfth century. but In the seven­

teeth tbey were the victims or ferocious mllll­

sncres. Then there we:-e pogroms under the 
Rus&lan cz:irs In the nineteenth and twcn­

ttet.h centuries; and Jn the la.st war. as we 
have JU5t heard, came the Rnal catastrophe. 

Nearly all or Polish Jewry-3,000.000 men, 

women. and children-were wlped out by the 
Nazis. 

In O:,rmany. tbe beginning• ol Jewish set­

tl~numt nre traced bttc.k t.o t.he Courtli cen­
tury. But just six centuries ago. most of 

the Jews ln Oermnny were dest.ro)rcd ln o 

wave of !nnzlcd persecution which awopt 

Europe. T!len, by the twentieth century, 

Oermnn Jews hnd reached the pinnacle of 

emanctpntlcn nnd were largely ll&SlmUated. 

Yet they were burled down Into the abyss 

or dcgradAtlon and death. Even converts to 

Christianity w<re not ,po.red. 

A.NTI•s:E'M.rns ).f Stl1t\f'fVZ$ UITt.Clt 

It la true tbat Bitler ta gone now. but not 

antl•5emltlam. Be wns the product, not 

tbe aource or German Jew-batred. Anti-
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Semitism In Oermnny and In many other 
parts o! Europe IS n.s rite .,, ever and poten­

tially mllltant and fierce. some governments 

tried their best to keep It down. but they 
have n very bnrd Job In doing so. The very 

nge o! European Jewry oerves only to ac~ntu­

ate the bnslc historic Insecurity or Jewl&h 

lite In the dispersion. 

Tbe honorable representative or India hllS 

also a5ked whethor the Jewlsb cllsplnced por­

acns would be 11!8lmllable In Palestine. The 

IUlllWer Is "Ye,,." They would be perCeclly 

nsstmllable In the Je.,.•lz;h community there­

the one Jewlsh community In the world with 

a aelt-contaln,m economic system and no In­

dependent cultu~I life which ls c,6cr noel 

able to r~e!vc and nbsorb t.hem. He a.skcd 
whether they would not be better asslmlloble 
1n Ge·rmal\y, The nnawcr ta .. ·No.'" You can­

not aetlle In n grnveyard. nor ron you build 

o. dwelling out o! heaps or rubb!e. 

Actually, meat or the Jewish c!laplocz<I p,,r­

s.c:na nro not from Oermnny lt.self. but. from 
other countries. They ere tcdoy In cnmp,,. or 
they othcnvb.c cconUnuc u rc fu;;:~e:s becau.o 

they cannot be rHCitled In Euro}'e. They 

have now waited tor 2 years, and In t\11 this 

time no one has come forwa.rd with a 1olu• 
tlon to tbetr problem. The clear recom• 
mendntlons ot the Angto-Amerlco.n Commlt­
tcc have remained on 1'4pcr. nnd. to them, 

they have provecl n mockery. 

No one hna onere<I an nl~rnotlve to Pnlcs­

Une. But. even If there were nn n\tc:rnatl\'«::, 
they refused to be treated as mere chattels. 

They np)'eal to the world to realize thnt they 

rorm pert or a people which baa n national 

wm or 113 own. They want to go to the only 

country where they will reel at home, both 

Individually nnd collectively. Their problem 

Is !nsopnrable !rom the problem or Palestine. 

lt la the problem o! Palestine. 

To trc~t the luuc oC Pnlestlnc In Isolation 

from the lmmtgrotlon lstue .,-outd make na 

much sense aa to study the beaUng or a be~rt 

In dllregard of blOOd c1rcu1at1on. A solution 
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tor the problem or Palestine which woul<I 

Ignore the JO'l\-i5h clalm ond the need tor lm­

mli;rnllon would solve n<1tblng. Whoever 

undertook to Implement 1ucb a solution 

would be drh·cn bnck by the sheer ln1pact or 
rcnllty to face the problem ot lmmlgratlon. 

I m.ny perhaps lnte.rpose here an anawer 
to the quest.Ion put by the honornble repre­

,rentotlve or the Union or South Atrlcn. He 

asked whether we Wl\lltcd the queoatlon of 
the OP'& tn Eurcpe exnmlned solely In con­

nection V.1lh PalesUne, or In Its general 

upeot. Our answer I• thnt we heUe,·o that 

only In Palestine cnn the problem or these 

people be permanently and conGtrucUvely 
solved, for only there cnn thelr lives be re .. 

built on ttcure roun<lollons and thelr homes 

become part or the heme or the e11t1re people. 

The lmmlgraUon Issue ls not conftned to 

tbnt or the Jewlah cllspln«<I ~raons nnd un­
settled refuse•• In EUrope. Various Jewish 
communlttea In Europe are. tnvoJved. as well 
u the Jews oc lbe Arab and oriental coun­

trlea. With regard to these. members ot c bo 

0nlt~d Nn.ttons have hen.rd dur-lna Lbe pres­
ent 8eS51on ldylllc accounts o! the conditions 
ot complete equnllty ond tru, brotherhOO<l 

under which they live. The J ~wlllh ni;ency 
la natur:illy very lntlmntcly ncqun\nted with 

tho position, nnd the picture aa we know 

It Is tot.Uy dllfereJlt. 
In most of thou countries Je..,. are treated 

n.s second- or third-rote citizen.•. They 11,·o 

In perpetual fear o! eruptions or Oerco 

ronotlclsm, or wb!eb there have been trng!c 

cxnmpl"' both ID r-nt years 1tnd In the 

more re.mote pa.st. Tbetr lot rtingcs from 

prccnrl.ou, sufferance to acthre pe.raecutfon. 
All tormnl atatemente under durcso not­

wltlu1tnn-Jlng, tbelr hopes nnd dreams are 

centered on Zion, and their youth h113 no 

other ldta but to Join !ta builders. 

JNVE$TIGAl'lON OP COMMUlftnZ3 VIC'EI> 

We 1·ery strongly urge that the poe!Uon 

ot these =munltlos ahoUld form a part of 

the commlttr.e'a tnvestlgoUons. Dut tbe 
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rnost urgent problem Is. of course. that or 

the dlspbced persons In Europe who nro now 

on the brink cf detp~lr. 

The present pollUcnJ crlais In Pale3tlue Js 

nothing but fl c!nsh be·tween the dire needs 

or Jewah Immigration and lhe current nntt­
lmmlgratlon policy or the mnndntory power. 

\Ve were ttSk:Cd b)' the rcpresentnttv~ of 

Indl:> why publlc sermnls or tbe Brltlsh 
Government in Palestine a.re today the vJc­
Ums or terrorlst netlvlty. The answer Is 

bccat:te th, white paper or 1939 la •tut In 

force. Terrorism is a ptrntct.ous outgrowth 

or" dlsru:trous policy. 

The Jew1Sh 3ge-ucy has unrescn·cdly con• 
demoed terroriu blOOdshed, nnd In tbnt atti­

tude lt ls supported by the large mnJoray or 

the o.!innlud J ewloh community. Ila harm 

to the Jews and to the Jewl$h ruture ls rar 

graver than to the government and people 

of the United Kln3dom. But Jewish efforts 
to reiu;t n.nd check terrorism aro contlnuAUy 
Crustrnted because government net.ton, 1n 

pu.rsuanc~ or the wlllte paper. adds rucl to 
the fire. Our etrort.s wm continue, but the 
representatl\'C or ludln wlll no doubt ngree 
that P•lestlne la not the only country wlllcb 

hM been afflicted With tllls most hnt.eful 

disease. 

AnoU1er qucst-lon wn.s why, Jn coutradlC• 

!Ion to the E:nlr Folsnl'a ( Arab leader at 1919 

peace conference) nttltude, the Polesitue 
Arabs were now oppooed to Jewish lrumlgrn­

tlon. Since that question was put. we bn,•e 

heard • very nble expcalUon ot the Pnlestlne­

Arnb case which fully covered the point. AU 

l °11'01.tld add Is that tile uncompromtsl:\g 
opposltJon to lmmlgraL!on now voiced does 

not lnvaUdllte tbe broader conception and 

bolder vllrlon upretsed ln the. FelBal-Weiz.­

mann agreement. which Indicated a way or 

harmonlzlng Jewlah and Arab aspirations 

Within n wider rrameworl<, fully taking Into 

account the Independence tbeo promised and 

n01i' achieved by lhe Arabs In v .. t t=ltorles. 

While I om on tho point o! prornl.8d, may 
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I be permitted to recoil lhnt Sir Henry Mc­

Mnhon (Brlllah High Con>mtssloncr ln E&n>t 

durlut World \Vnr I ) blmsclf stated thnt 
Palestlno wns never Included ln the proml.S<,s 

made by him to the Arabs. and that this was 

well understood at the time by tho late King 

Hussein (King Hussein or BedJnz. Sherif or 
Meccn In 1915): nlso that Trons-Jordnn. 

which wns orlglnlllly Included ln the Balrcur 

Deelnrntlon. ls todoy an Amb state. 
P!nally. the dlatlngulsbed repretcnlatlvc ot 

lndln nskecl whether we recognlZed the d.ls­

tJnottoo between a Jei,1tlsh stttta n.nd a Jewish 

nauonnl llome. The answer 15 t hot we do. 
but porhnpa not quite ln lbe sense ln which 

the question was meant. Tbe estnbltshment 

ot the Jewish nnUonnl home 18 a. proca.s. 
The settlng up ol a Jcwl$h stnte lo lts con­

.su.mmt\t.Jon. Tbat such con.sununnlton htld 

been Intended by the authors or the J ewlab 

nat.tonnl home policy nnd thnt n way wns 
definitely ldt open for Its nchle,·emcnt wt1s 
eoneluslvely pro,,cd by the Palestine Roynl 

Commission. The point was fully under­

stood by those respon•lble for the 1944 state­
ment on Po.Jt-stlnc ot the Brttfsh Lnbor Pnri.y 

executl\·e. 

The lndlnn rcpre&entattve drew ollent-lon 
to tho use tn that stn.teinent or tbe term 

..Jewls.h 01\tlonol home" and not "Jewish 
state." But may I recall t.he words ot Mr. 

B~gb Dalton. the present CbMCCI0r of the 

Exchequer. when reporting on thM st.ale• 

ment of the cxeeutlvc to tile Labor Party 

Conference. ac urged common support, In 

consult.atlon with the United St.ates and 

Sovfet Governments-and now I quote-"tor 

a policy which wm give us a bnppy. rree. 
ruid prospc,roua Jewlsb state In Pnlestlne." 

That was only 2 years a.go. 

The matter bas a most •ltal bearing on the 

question or Plllestlne's Independence. On• 

Uke olber m'1Jldat« or category A. the de­

clared object or which woa to prepare the 

country tor Independence. lhe PnlesUne man­

date h:is no aucb clau.ae. Its primary pur-
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poc;,, In tlle worc:ts of the Royal commJsslon, que:.Uon, whether there have been nttempte 

ls the est:>bllsbment or the Jewish national M collnboratlon between Jews and Arabs. 

home. But, or courae, lllc ulthnnte goal The answer Is, yes, the_re bi>ve been, on both 

must be lndcpendence and the mandBt.e 
must be terminated. 

So It, upon the termination of tho Pitlestlne 

mandate, lte original purpo:e la to be !ul­

!Uled, If the ruture of lllo Jewlsb Natlonnl 

Home Is to bo ~ermnnently se:ured, U the 

natlonnl Interest or Ute JewlBh people ls to be 

harmonlll«! wltb other h1torcsts and not 

,aerlftced !or their sake, tben a JewlBb State 

mu.st come Into l:elng. A home. ln the words 

of a British statesman, In the debate on the 

White pnper tor Palestine. ls n pince to whlcll 

one ls alwnys Cree to come back. How Is the 

national home to ru11111 Its primary ft.tnctlom 

or b~lng Ol)<)n to Jews In nee:t of It. If It Is to 

remain forever subjected to non-Jewish sov­

ereignty? 

WOtrLD S::CUU AJlAB MINO!UTT 

An Arnb minority In a Jewish slate wUJ b• 

secure. 1f for no other reason, because the 

state wlll forever remain t.urroundcd by Arab 
countries with whloh It wUJ be most vltnlly 

l.ntc.rested to be at pence: oJ.so because tbero 
wUI always be: Jewish mlnorlttca In other 
lnnds. 

But a Jcwl$h minority In tm Arob State 

will have no euch eocurlty at nil. It will be 

nt tho mercy or the Arnb mnJorlty, which 

would be free from all restrn.lntJI. To pco­

vldc boldly, U I mny put It that way, !or the 

Independence or Palestine o.s a country, with• 

out plnclng nn equal emphos\s on sn!egunrd• 

Ing the Independence or the Jews as A peo­
ple, Is to tear the problem out or Its real 

context and Joacl the dice heavily ogatnat the 

Jewe. The whole Issue Is likely to be vitiated 

In advance by such an approach. 

The QUO$llon or our living with the Arab 

peoples one! the relationship or II Jewlsll State 

with tbcm Is, o.! course, the dominant ques• 

tlon of the future. The distinguished rep­

reacntnllv. or Poland hna R!ked, In blB gccond 
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aldes. Arnbs and Jews bnve cooperated and 
ore cooperating successfully In t.lle w:c1e and 

varied llclc:ts or municipal, commercial, and 

labor offnlrs. 
Amble Is taught In all J ewish gccondacy 

school& and In a large number or primary 

&ehoola. The Jewish agency ls par~lcularly 

active ln spreading knowledge or Arabic In 

the Jewish settlements nnd promoting 
friendly relntlollll between the_m and their 

Arcb neighbors.. From pc.nonnl o=>servttUon 
and dlrect experience accumutatcd over a 
period o! 41 years' restdoocc ln Palestine, 1 

can nmrm that there to nothing Inherent In 

the nature or either the nntl•c Ar=b or the 

Immigrant Jew v.·blch prevents friendly co• 

opc:atlon. On the contrnry, canatderlng the 
ndmlLted great d!trerence of background, they 

mtx remark.ably well. 
BY nuxtng I do not mean asallbllatlon. tor 

the Jew Clees not come to Palestine to u­

s!mUale to the Arnb, but to develop hi• own 

dlstlnc:lve lr.dlvlduntlty. 1:or doc• be expect 

the Arab to naslmUole to hlm6el!. Wllct I 
men.n ls- coopcratton bet,,een a self-rcspcct!ng 
Jew nn<l n aelC-respecllng Arab, o.nd bet-v.·ceo 

the t,,·o commun1Ue.:,. 
Toc:tay the Issue !JI overshndowoo and prnc­

t!cnl cooperation t, hampered by tile poJ: tt­
cal conmct over the country·a future. n1e 
present offl:lnl leader• o! the Arab Stota,s, 

h1vlng nchlcved pr~ctlcally nil they wanted 

with 10 little ancrlllce, refuse to ndmlt the 

lcgltlmacy or the nollonol nsplrot1011a or an• 

other people. At the head of tbe Arab 

Higher COmmltte or Pnl~tlnc 1tonc:ts n man 

who, apart from otbcr well-known nrp:c:s ot 
hla activity, wn.1 directly Involved durlng the 

war In the Nut policy of extermination ot 
the European Jews. 

Nevarthclcsa, the Jewa do not lose hcon. 

They come to Palestine not to figbt the Arab 

world, but to live nt pence with It. They are 
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not on outpost ot any foreign dcmlnntion. committee should contrun cr.e Atob nnd 

'I11elr cunblUoo Is to lntegrnto them.selves one Jcwll!h member. 

Into the modern structure of reviving Asia. 

They are lln old Aslntle people returning to 

their home. M the tome time, they are anx­

ious to make tbe.lr contribution to tbe great 

work of bridge building between modern 

Asln ond the re•t of t.lle world. 

PA~T:l:QSDIP OF £.C:"UAJ..JTY A!JtJJ> 

Tllelr Intense experience In development 

within tbe narrow conllnes o! Pru.nine Is 

yielding results which may be o! value to 
all who nre Interested In soclnl and eco­

nomic progress 1.n the Middle East nnd be· 

yond. But their true pn.rtnershlp with their 

neighbors c:,n on:y be hosed upon equality 

of stntus and mutual respect. They clnlm 

wbot Is the nntuml right of any people on 

the face of the enrtb- tbot Ill! many ol 

them .,, p!)SSlble abould live to3ether In 

their own country, tret ly develop their ctv­

U!Zlltlon, make their conlrlbut!on to tile 

common litack ot humanity, a.r.d be sctr • 

governing and Independent. They cannot 
pooslbly surrender tbat clnlm, a nd for Its 

attainment they nppeol for the assistance 

of the entire tnmJly o r nations. 

1n coucluaton. mny I n.nswc.r tho quesUon 

ot the distinguished dele1,11tlon from Co· 

lombln on our vleW1 regarding the ~ n,i;osl­

Uon o! the special commtttee. We W<.U!d not 
dlffercntlate betw~n big and smRII powers. 

nor would we auggest the exalus.loo of any 
government merely bccause It hnppens to 

bn•e or mny develcp " policy 0:1 Plllelllne. 

HllVlng a p~llcy does not necessarily menn 

being d irectly concerned Ill! nn lnterest.cd 
party. B\>t we believe that part l0$ directly 

concerned !bould not st:rve 01, t,hc commtt­

tce. Thot shculd exclude the Onlted King• 

dom. for reasons put. U I mny soy so. with 

unanswerable cogency by the dlstlngulahed 

representnUve or the Oltlted Kingdom him• 

HU. We WOUid also dcllnltely exclude the 

Arab States. union It were agrc:,d that the 
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Statement by Mr. David Beo-Gurion, 
May 12, 1947 

I nm grntetul tor the opportunity afforded 
to me to mnko n few aupplcmentary remnrks 

to the statement made by my collengue. Dr. 

Silver. on behal! of the Jewish Agency ro r 
Palestine. 

f'lrst or all. I WOUid like lo try to Clllrlf)' 
turt.ber tl)e nature ot tbe. p·roblcm wh!Ch the 
mandatory power hU placed before the 

Onlted Notions. •• this Is t$$0Dt!al lor de­
fining properly the tern:a or rercrcnce o r tbe 

• l)eclnJ committee. Laot Frida)', the repre­

sentntlfll of the United Ktr.s:Jcm, on bobnlr 

or bis Geveromcnt, declnrcd thnt they tried 

tor yenrs to settle the problem of P11lesUnc 

1111d had CnJled. They ha,·e, therefore, 

bro~ght the problem to you In the hope that 

the United Nations would ftnd a Just solu­

tion. 
This statement Js open to m!sunderstnnd. 

ln.g. TI1e mandotory power was uo·t ehnrge<l 
w:tb d\.scoverlog n &olutton to the Pnleat.lne 
problem llnd II.a rnllu.re WU not In Its lnnbll­

lty to find the right solution. The m:u1d11-

tory power was charged by lbe t.c,o.gue ot 

Nnllon• with the currying o\lt o! n deOnlte 

s«n.ucmcnt. Tnnti setuement was ae·t out nnd 
determined orlgtnnlly by the United King• 

dom heradf and aul>M!quently confirmed by 

an tile 11.1110$ ond asso(:lnted r,owers In the 

First world war, os well •• by the /lrnbs 
tllrough Emir Felsn.l and tile Syrian Arnb 

Committee. It woa Inter embodied lD the 

mandate oppro,1ed by f:2 nnUoua o.nd mnde 
lntcrnt1t.•1nnJ 10.w. 

Tho terms or thnt settlement, os decreed 

by the con&eleuce and the lnw or n11llons, 

are common k.nowle<tge. It Is tho restora­

tion or Palestine to the Jewish people. 

At the tlme the Onlted Kingdom tock over 

the mandate, the problem of Pnlestlne bad 

been clearly adJudlcat«I and Mtlled. Tho 
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!allure o1 the mandatcrr government, as ad­
mitted by the British repreoentottve, was a 
!11.llure to carry out the settlement agreed 
upon and entrusted to It by the nations or 
the worlcl. The tnUuro became manltest with 
the Introduction 01 a policy set forth In U,e 
white poper or 1939, which ,•lolatcd the meat 
essential terms of the mandate and vltfated 
!ta entire purp0$C. 

The white-paper policy, aa you know, was 
con<le.mned by th, per::r.nnent Mand~tes 
comm1 .. 1on or the League or N~tlons oa In• 
ccmpatlble with the mandate nnd with IM 

plcdgOll rep:ated!y given by the mondotory 
govcrnme!lt ltsclt. n ""tt.S nlso denounced by 
the moot eminent pollttcnl Jondcl'II or the 
United Kingdom lteeU, Including nll the 
pro:nlnent members of the present Oove:rn­
ment or the United Kln3C1om. c& a breach 
or raltb. Only recontly the white paper was 
again unanlmow,Jy condemned by the Ar.glo­
Amer!can c ~mmttt.ee or Inquiry. The v.-hltc• 
paper poJJcy ts re,ponslblo !or the misery 
nnd dc:t.hs ot a larce number or Jews and 
tor cruel nets of expul&lon of Jowlsh refugees. 

It la re,pon&lble ror est.abllghlng In Pales­
tine n poUce sU'lte w:tbout parallel tn the 
clvlllud world. It Is responsible ror the ln­
trcdu: tlcn lo Pal"3Une or rnclnl dlscrlm!Jta­
tton egolnat Jews In land legtslotlon. Tbls 
Is the re"-1 nnture or the failure or the mnnda. 
tor-y J)Q'\\'er. 

Tberefosc, I venture to •ugi;e&t that the 
first prcblcm fnclng the United Nations la 
bow to set right thnt failure and to lnsurc 
that lnlcrnntlonnl cbllgatlons t-0ward the 
Jcwllh po;,ulat ton In Palesl'.nc ore fnltbfully 
fullllled. 

n,e second point to which I would like to 
Invite the ntlcntlon o r your committee Is the 
ract thnt In PoJesune you ore faced not 
merely with n lru-ge nnd growl ng number of 
Jt'WS, but Wllh " d '.atlnct Jewish Nation. 
There ar~ Jews and Jewish ~ommuntt.lea lo 
rr.any count rl•s. but In Plllestlne there Is a 
new o..nd unlquc i:hcnomrnon- n Jcwf.ab Na• 
Uon. with all the attr,butrs. cl1nrac1erlottc 

resou:-ces. nnd up!rotlons or nntJonhood. 
TbLI naUonhx d springs from o long history 
and an uninterrupted connection ror 3.50~ 

years with Ile nnc..trol soil. 
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CANNOT A.RRCST PaOGltESS 

Palestine, which !or the Jewi.111 peopls bns 
al\\-"11y1 been and wlll always rcmnln the Land 
of Israel, was tn the course of centuries con~ 
quered and Invaded by mnny ollen peoples, 
but none of them ever ldenttfted It& natlonnl 
!nltl\ with Paleotlne. The Jewl•h NeUon lo 
Palestine ts rooted not only In pa•t history 
but In o greet IIVlng work or reconstruc:ton 
and rebuilding, both o! o country nr.d or n 
p, oi,Je. 

The growth of Ibis nation nnd Its wook 
ot reconstructlon must not and c3nnot be 
arrested- and tbla, tor two reasons. One le 
the rxlst.cnce of lt!rge numb3rs or home.Jess 
Jews fer wbo·m there ls no otbcr tn.lvatton 
In the future except ln thclr own nattonnl 
home. The second ls th.nt more than two .. 
thirds o[ the lnnd In Pn!Olltlno Is still 
wasteland. uncult1\tnted, untcttted. a!ld te-... 
lleved by the Arabs to b• unculttvotnble. 
The ht.story or our ge;tllement Jn the last 
70 ycan. Ma ShOWn that this land C31I be 
n.nd ts being cultivated by us. 

This ts not becau&e we are m ore skUlcd 

or more cap.ab!e lhtm others, but b~ use 
this Is the only soil In the world which we 
can our own. We nre nott Uk, our Arnb 

nelghbOn, In possession or vnst underpopu• 
lated terrltor!eo, like Ir.:c1, Syrln, llrnbln, etc. 
We must therefore maite use ct evc:-y btt o:f 
free land tn our country, eve.n de&<!rc. land. 

Another obser\'atlon Is this: we ore told 
that the Aral» are not responslblo ror the 
port.ccutlon o! tbe Jews lo Europe. nor Is tt 

their obllgntlon to relieve their plight. l 
wish to mnkc It qui te clear tbot It never 
entered our mind.a t.o chn.rc;e. the Ar;nb3 wltb 
solving the JewLlh problem, or to ask /\rnb 
countr,ca to accept Jct•lisb rerui ee.. We are 
brlnglng our homeless nod persecu ted Jews 
to our own country and settling them Jn 
Jewloh town• nnd village>. There ore /\rob 
towns ancl villages In Pnleolln1>--Nablu1, 
Jenln, R!lm!eh, Nnmucka, Llbla, Terscblchn. 
You will not finCI n single Jewish rcrugeo In 
any or them. The Jews who have returned 
t-0 their country o.ro settled In Petnh Ttqvn, 
Rlshon le Zion. Tel Aviv, Halen, Jerusalem, 
Dnganla. tho Nege1•, and other Jewish town• 
and vlllages built by us 



The return ot the Jews to their country ls 
a work of self.llberaUon nncl aelf-reconstruc­
tton, which La contributing to the recon­
atrucUon nnd llbcrnuon of the country na a 
whole. 

My rcurth and last remark La thta. We 

hove no conlllct with the Arab people. On 
the contrary, It La our deep conviction that 

blstorlC!lllY the Interests and nsplrntlons of 
the Jc\\•lsh and Arnb peoples are compatible 

and complementary. What we are doing In 
cur country, In Paleatlne La reclaiming the 

land. Increasing the yield o! the aoll, develop­
ing mcdern agriculture and Industry, science, 

and art. rol&lng the dignity o! labor, Insuring 
women's titatus of equaUt.y. tncreaatng men's 
mutery o,·cr nature. and 9.•ork1ng out a new 
clvll1%atton b!l$cd on human cqUllllty, free­

dom and coopernUon lo a world which we 
li<!.Lteve ts as neceosary and tx,neJ!clal !or our 

Arab nc(gbbora aa for ourselves. 
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A Jewish-Arab partnership, based on e<;U!ll· 
lty 1\lld mutual asslatenc:e, wlll help to bring 
about the regeneration o! tbe entire Middle 
East. We Jews understand nnd deeply sym­

pntblze with tbe urge or the Arab people !or 
unity, Independence, and prcue ... and our 
Arab nelgbl>On, 1 hope, will rea112e nut tbc 
Jeft In their own htatorlc homclMd, can 
under no condltlona be made to remain a 
subordinate, dependent minority •• they nre 
In all otber countries tn the Oln.sporo. The 
Jowlab notion In lta own ccuntry must be­
come a fl'ee and Independent state with n 
membdrslllp tn tbe Unltcd Nntlon,. It ls 
eager to cooperate with lta free Arab nell!ll· 
bors to promote economic development, so­
ot&! progre&S, and real Independence or au the 
semitic countries In the Mlddlo EJBt. 

I mC8t earnestly suggest to ycur committee 
that the renl, Just. and laatlng sclutlon er 
the problem beJore you ta a Jewish state 
and a Jewlah-Anlb atuance. 

• 
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HIGH SCHOOL. COLLEGE 
GRADUATION JUNE 1ST 

The graduation exercises of The 
Temple High School and The T emple 
College will be held Sunday morning, 
June 1st at 10:30 A.M. in The Temple. 
Rabbi Node! will deliver the com­
mencement address. The following 
students will be graduated from the 
High School Department: Sylvia 
Bineovitz, Rita Gray, Joanne Heller. 
Arlene Klausner, Rita Merecki, 
Shirley Robbins, Naomi Selzman, 
Lore Simons, Shirley Teklin, David 
Auerbach, W erner Oannhauser, Jay 
Hirsch, Arthur Levine, Julius Sil­
berger, Jr., Bob Spero and H erbert 
Strauss. 

Graduates of the College Depart­
ment are Maxine Adelstein, Franklin 
Glanz, Doris Klausner, Virginia 
Loeb and Helene Ronis. 

T. W. A. PRESENTS NEW 
CYCLORAMA TO TEMPLE 

A new cyclorama for the stage in 
Mahler Hall is being presented by 
The Temple Women's Association 
and has been purchased through the 
courtesy of Mr. and Mrs. S. W. 
Manheim. 

FINALS OF ORA TORI CAL 
CONTEST HELD SUNDAY 

This Sunday morning, from 9 :00 
to 10:00, the finals of the Auerbach 
Oratorical Contest will be held in 
the Chapel. Those selected from the 
pre-finals held last Sunday are Jay 
Hirsch, Allan Schwartzberg, Herbert 
Strauss and Werner Dannhauser. 

LAST HIGH SCHOOL DEBATE 
HELD AT EDUCATIONAL 
ALLIANCE 

The last debate of the year by the 
High School Debating Team was 
held last T uesday, May 13th at the 
Council Educational Alliance before 
a joint meeting of two Jewish Youth 
Council affiliates. the Jewish Music 
Group and the Tiu Club. 

The subject was "Resolved: 
Palestine Should Be Partitioned". 
David Auerbach, Werner Dann­
hauser and Julius Silterger sup­
ported the affirmative side of the 
question. Supporting the negative 
were Jay Hirsch, Allan Schwartzberg 
and Herbert Strauss. Alvin Kitay 
was Chairman. 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

FRIDAY, MAY 16 
5:30 P .M.- Vesper Service 

SATURDAY. MAY 17 
9:00 J\.'t..t .- Rcligio\l$ School 

Junior Righ Department 
Confirmntion Rehearsal 

11 :15 A.M.- Sabba.th Morning Service 

SUNDAY, MAY 18 
9:00 A.M.- Oratorieol Contest Finals 

10:00 A.M.- Rcligious School 
Elementary- High School 
Ocparltncnta 

10:30 A.M.- Templc Women's Associa­
tion 50th annive:rsary s.ttvice 

8:30 P .M .- Annual High School Night 
Mahler Holl 

MONDAY, MAY 19 
8:30 P.M.- Home Study Group 

.. Judaism and Christianity·' 

TUESOA Y, MAY 20 
9:30 A.M.- Templc Women's Associa• 

tion Sewing Groups 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 21 
2:00 P.M.--Temple Women's Associa­

tion Golden Jubilee Cele­
bration. 
The Temple-Mahler Hal 

THURSDAY, MAY 22 
4:30 P .M.- Confirmation Rehearsal 

FRIDAY, MAY 23 
5:30 P.M.- Ve1ptt Service 



HISTORY OF TEMPLE WOMEN'S ASSOCIATION 
PRESENTED IN PAGEANT MAY 21.t 

ROBERT MERRILL METROPOLITAN OPERA STAR 
GUEST ARTIST 

The Golde"l Jubilee meeting of The Temple Women's Association will 
be held on Wednesday aftemoon, May 21st at 2:00 P.M. in The Temple. 
An original pa-geant directed and acted by sisterhood mcml;ers will tell 
the story of the Association and its activities from the conception of its 
organizatior.. Robe~t l'.-ferr:11, star of the l.\lletrop0litan Opera will be the 
l!Uest arti!:t on this occasion. A reception and tea in Mahler Hall wilt follow 
the program. 

Mrs. E dwir. S. Goldstein will be 
the narrator for the pageant. Those 
participating are: 

PaAes: Mes.!ames Leonar<l I. 
Abrams and Mrs. Merril Sands. 

Ladies Go Visitin,t!: Mesdames 
Jared Faulb, Alan Sands. J ames 
Shulman, Mis~ Suzanne Bialo.;ky 
and Miss Dorothy Mathis. 

Afessage of the Altar Flowe rs: 
Mrs. Fred Sands. 

Our Women Go To War: Mes­
dames Norman Klivans. Mark Graves 
and Miss Dorothy Katz. 

Tuesday Sewin~: Mesdames 
Lawrence Bloom, Bernard Lane, 
Donald Arnold and Tobias Felber. 

DedicatinA the Organ Boys' 
Choir. 

MeetinA the Challenge of 
World War II: Mesdames Morton 
Bialosky, Richard Haber, Robert 
Miller and David Kyman. 

Our Temple Family : Mesdames 
Louis Wolf, Max Meisel and H erbert 
Simon. 

FOR CONFIRMANTS 
H I GH SCHOOL AND 

COLLEGE GRADUATES 
*An Assortment of 
Attractive Gifts 

*Uniongrams 
At the Tuesday Sewing Group 

of T he Temple Women's 
Association 

HIGH SCHOOL NIGHT PARTY 
SUNDAY NIGHT 

The Annual High School Night 
Party and Dance will he held in 
111ahler Hall at 8:30 P.M. Sunday, 
May I 8th. All members of the 
student boc.y of the High School 
Department will sttend. Confir. 
man ts of the class of 194 7 wilt te 
honored guests at the party. 

A special feature of the evening 
will be a dramatic review prestntcd 
by members of the Studt:nt C01.:ndl 
and Dran1atic Club. A last will and 
testament will h : read. Miss Marga­
ret ?-Jfulac will conduct a "get-to• 
gether" hour. Refrerhmcnls will be 
served and an unusl•al dance feature 
will be dancing to an orchestra 5een 
and h<:ard on the screen. Words of 
greeting will be extended by Rabbi 
Silver a.nd R abbi Node! and J ay 
Hirsch, President of the Stu~ent 
Council. 

Sien111rial 1'111liurraurte.1J 

The following names of loved 
ones, whose Yahrzoit occurs this 
week, will be mentioned during 
the Kaddish prayer at the Friday 
Evening and Sunday Morning 
service$. 

Elaie Seligman 

Barbara StrauH 

David Dauby 

Edna F. Schaffner 



RABBI SILVER'S PRESENTATION IN THE U. N. 
OF THE ZIONIST CASE FOR PALESTINE 

FollowinA is the complete text of 
tire remarks made on May 8th before 
the Political Committo" of the United 
Nations Genera/ Assembly by Dr. Abbn 
Hillel Silver, clloirmnn of the Ameti­
can section of the Jewish Agency for 
Pllle!!tine: 

J should like to say et the outset that 
were Mr. David Ben -Gurion. choir :nan of 
the Jewish Agency for P11lestine, here this 
mornir:g. he would be muking l his s tate• 
ment. Unfortun&tcly, the arrivnl of Mr. 
Bcn-Gurion has bctn delayed . He will be 
here tomorro"'• and I hope thot in the 
course or deliberations he vdll hav~ an 
opportunity to pc.rticipate: here. 

l'c:rmit n e to th&nk the Ass: ,ibl ·• .,f 
the Unitt-d Nctio21~ (<-r grantbg •' .c ]<.Wis,, 
Agency for Pe!estlne n hcCJ'L"'l& 0 11 the 
que-stion which is ~fcrc this <'omn:ittce. 
Wt: a.rt: grateful for the opportunity to toke 
counsel with you in lhe motter c f consli• 
tutin& and instructing n. apech.1 co-nn i,tcc 
of this body. which is to study the i:,roble·.1 
of Palestine and to bring in recomr, .;n! a• 
tions for the futu.re government. of t :uit 
country. 

We trust that our participation in I hcg.c 
deliberations will be helpfl,I e nd v i!I pro,·e 
to be a contribution to the just s~l- tbn of 
this t r8ve intern~tional proble"11 wliic:1 this 
int.emationol community is now ccrnt-s: ly 
seeking. fuch a succcssfu.l solution v. 1U 
prove a blessing not only 10 Pa1"1.ine and 
to all its inhabitants, to the Jewish people, 
to tl1e cause of world peace. but it will alsQ 
enhance the moral authority and prestige 
of this great organization for world Justice 
and peace upon which SQ many high hopes 
of mankind n ow rest. 

We arc pleased that the Palestine pro­
blem will n ow be reviewed by an inter• 
nalioual body and that the thought and 
conscience of mankind will now be brought 
to bear on a aituation which heretofore. and 
for aomc yea" now. ho.a been made ex­
tremely difficult by unilateral action and 
by d«isions made, presumably within the 
terms of e. mandatory trust, but actually 
without the sanction or aupc:rviaion or the 
int<-rnatione.l body which established 1 hat 
trust and which defined both its li,nits and 
its purposes. 

The adminittration of Palestine has, 
since the outbreak of the war, been con­
ducted by the M andatory power as if it 
were vested with the aovcreignty of Pales­
tine: whereas, it is assumed to administer 
that country, of which it was not the 
10vcr~1111, as a trustee for c,:rryina out the 

purposes or the M andate which clearly 
defined iu right and its obligations. 

The proble-n of Palestine is, of course. 
of para-nount iTlportancc to the Jewish 
people and that fact, I take it, mot ivated 
the general assc-nbly of the United Nations 
to extend a:, invitation to the Jewish agc:,cy 
or P alestine to present it• viewa. We thank 
all those who so warmly urged our admis­
si" o for the.ir goodwill and their ga\h:>t 
action . The Jewish Agency, you will re:all. 
is recog·niicd in the mandate for Pale.stin~ 
,,. a public body authorized to apcalc .ird 
act on behalf of the Jewish p w plc in and 
out or Palestine in rnattcr:s a.Yecting th e 
e,,tablishmcnt of the Jewish nati~nal hone. 

It is the only recogni~c1 public body in 
the mandate. Yt i• recogni,ed 01 s,ch, to 
quote Article 4, " ... for the pJipose of 
advising and co•operating wit.h the admini• 
st ration or Palestine in such economic. aocial 
and other matters es may nffect the estab• 
lishment of t he Jewish national ho-ne and 
the interests of the Jewish population in 
Palestine, and, subject always to the con• 
trol of the ad-ninistration, to assist and take 
part in the development of the country.•· 

Under Article 6, the Jewish Agency is 
entitled, further, to co-operate with the 
administration in pumitting . . . ..close 
aettlcment by Jews on the land"; and, by 
Article JI, it is given a preferred status in 
respect to the construction end operation 
of public works and the development of 
the natural resources or the country. 

The Jewiah Agency, which we have tb.c 
honor to represent, therefore apea.ks not 
merely for the organized J ewish community 
of P alestine, the democratically elected 
Nation<>! Council of Palestine Jc-, who 
arc today the pioneering vanguard in the 
building of the Jewish national home; it 
spca.ks also ror the Jewish people of the 
world, who are devoted to this historic 
ideal. F or it was charged, by the same 
Article 4 of the mandate .. . "to secure the 
co-operation of all Jews who arc willing to 
assist in the establishment of the J ewish 
national home." 

I have spoken of 0 th~ Jewish p:ap1e" 
and "tl,e Jewish notiono.l home." In de­
fining the terms of references of the com­
mittee of i:iqui.ry wh.icb y ou arc t o appoint; 
and in all the committee'• future invcatiga. 
lions, these, in my judgment, should be 
rciiarded aa key t crma and baeic concept.a. 
They were the key terma and the baaic 
concept. of the Balfour declaration and of 
the Mandate under whi.cb Palcatine i1, or 
should be, administered today. To proceed 
without relation to them would be to de-



tour into a politic.al wildernen as for as 
Palestine is concerned. T o treat the Poles• 
tine problem as i( it were one or merely 
reconciling the difference between two 
sections or Lhe populalion presently in• 
habiting the country, or of finding a haven 
for a certain number or refugees and dis­
p1acc1 persons. would only contribute to 
confusion. 

T he B.-,lfour declaration, which was 
issued by !-ib l'Aoje$ty·s govern:ncnt ss 
11 ••• "decl:iration of sympathy with Jewish 
Zionist aspirations,'' de-:lares: 

0 His Majesty's governme-nt vi~w with 
favor the «tabli.shment in Palestine of a 
nation home for the Jewish people." 

The mandate, in its prcainb1eJ recognizes 
... "the historical connection of the Jewish 
people with Pa.lcstine'' and ... "the grounds 
for rcconstitutin&.. I call your nucntion 
to t.he word •frecon1titutinc., .,their 
national home in that country.·• 

These intunationaJ commitment• of a 
quarter of a century ago, whieh flowed from 
the recognit ion of historic rights and present 
needs, !illd upon which so much has alrndy 
been built in Pa.lcstine by the Jewish people, 
cannot now be e:ra,scd. You cannot turn 
back the hands of the clock of history. 

Certainly, the United Nations, guided 
by its great prineiple, proclaimed in its 
CharlCT, 0 to cstab1ish conditions under 
which justice and respect for the obligations 
a.rising from t rcati~ a.nd other sources of 
international law can be m~intained, '' can 
never sanction the violation or trentics and 
o'f international lo.w. 

Having this and similar situations in 
min d, a specific provis;on , you will recall, 
waa written into the chapter or the Charter 
of the United Nations which deals with 
territories which might become trusteeship 
tcrritoriea, and which is t hereforc c,pcciaUy 
applicable to tcr;ritorics nr,w under mandate. 
This ia Ar,icle 80 of the Charter, which 
reads: '"c.xcept n.s may be sgreed upo.n in 
individual tr'4stecship agrcea1tn(s. made 
under Articles 77, 79, end 81. p.lacing et.ch 
territory under t:ie tru•teeship •Y•tem, and 
until sue;, agrec:mc.uu ha.vc condudcd, 
nothing in t his chapto• ah-ll be ·onstrued 
in or of itidt to alter in uny mJnntt the 
ri&hts wha•socvcr of any ,:. ates or any 
p .;1 1- 1 o·r the terms of exi 1..t '. ·•I 1, lernationat 
instrum,.1ts lo w' ;~h •· nb~rs or the 
United Nations m1<y tc•ixctively be parti~•-" 

It is the f)(rsp- • vc or ynur commiuce 
c..r inq ·y on lh.: t11 c: r b!c n ...-..h,ch, in 
our .iu.., 11ii.nt will i, \ C C .'..,-1~ h will 
g,ve d1•.: ion eod v, 'i • i~~tl,r c n .Ji e iu 
WQr'- . tH♦U itS C .U S ~ ! prr.1VC: O ( 

COO);trui ~\! \ 1 '- 1,('t, I It \' a11 kt"t'p li1c 
proper l ~p4. ,vc alwuys m v1,w. 

A gc:-ncrali<,n ago, the mteroot ional 
community or tht world, or which the 
United Nation• toda,y is the political and 

spiritual heir, decred tha t the Jewish 
people shouU be given the right, long 
denied, and the opportunity to reconstitute 
their nati-:>nBI h0"11C in Palestine. 

That national ho ne is still in the makiog; 
it has not yet b:,en fully established. N o 
iote.rn.ationul co--nmunity has cancele -J or 
even questioned that right. The Mandatory 
power, whi~h was entrustei with the obliga­
frm to ufeguod t'1e opp~rtunity for the 
continuous growth an J develop -nent of the 
Jewish notion1l ho ne, has unfortunately, 
in recent ye:irs, grievou~ly interfered with 
and circums=rib.:J it. That opp:,rtunity 
mjsl now h: fully restored. 

W!len will the Jewish nation3\ home be 
en aec,>-npli,he.l fact? The answer to tha t 
questbn may well be given by the man who 
w.1s P ri ne Minister of Great B r'ltain a t the 
tine w!'l .!..t the Balrour declaration w.as 
issue:!. [ n n quoting the t.estimony of M..r. 
Lloyd G:orge, given b efore the Palestine 
R ~yal Co11 niuion in 1937: 

"T',er, c?,1 1 b ! no d ? .i!>:," he said . 
'\ts to w 1:i.t the Cabi.1et the.1 ha :l in th=-ir 
min~. I t WJ~ n~t their i le> that a Jewish 
state sh<>JlJ b e set up im neJiatcly by the 
p eace treaty. On the othcr hand. it was 
conte·nplatetl that , when the frne arrived 
for accordi:ig rcprcs~ta tive in..stituti , ns to 
PSllestine, if the Jt:NS ha-I me.anwhile rc­
sp>ndcJ to tht: opportunity aiTorJed them 
nnd haJ beco ne a definitc majority or the 
in!lnbitants then Palestine would thus 
b ·cO"TIC a Jewish co-nmonwealth: 1 

••The not.km that Jewish immigration.'" 
he continue:!, 0 w,uld have to be artifically 
restrictej in or Jer to insure that the J ews 
w·outd b: a p.:r'lla.n.ent minority, never 
entcrcd into the head of any one engaged 
in framing the P()licy. T hat would have 
been regarded o.s unjust and as a fraud on 
the people to whom we were appealing.' 

T his same answer could also be given 
by M r. Winston Churchill, who was an 
important member of the government which 
issued the Balfour declaration; by General 
Smuts, who was a member of th e Imperial 
War Cabin"t at the time and who foretold 
an increasing stream or Jewish immicration 
into Palestine and "in generations to come, 
a great Jewish et ate rising there once more'": 
by Lord Robert Cecil , and by many others. 

American al atesmcn a hared this view of 
the Jewish nationa.1 home. Thus, President 
Wi.lson, on M orch 3, l9Jg, stated: "I am 
pcreuaded that the Allied nations, with the 
fullest concurrence or our own government 
and people, are agreed that in Palcttine 
shall be laid the foundations or a Jewilh 
commonwealth." 

That the government of the United 
S tates does not consider the Jewith national 
home u already estah\isbed ia clearly ttatcd 
in the letter or President Truman to Kin& 
lbn Saud of Saudi Arabia dated Oct. 29 
I 946. He WTote: "The government and 



people of the United States have given 
aupport to the concept of the Jcwiah national 
home in Palestine ever since the termination 
of the lirtt world war, which resulted in the 
freeing of a large area of the Near East, 
including Palestine, and the establishment 
of a number of independent states which 
arc now mcmbcrt or the United Nations." 

"The United States," wrote President 
Truman, "which contributed it"s blood and 
resources to the winning of that war, could 
not divest itself or a certain reaponsibility 
for the manner in which the freed territoriea 
were diap()Kd of or for the fate of the peoples 
liberated at that t;mc. It took the position, 
to which it at.ill adheres, that these people 
ahould be prepared for self-government, 
and also that a national home for the Jcwiah 
people ahould be catabliabed in Palest inc." 

"I am happy to note," declared the 
Prcaident, "that most or the liberated 
peoples arc now citizen, or independent 
countrica. The Jcwiah national home, 
however, has not aayctbccn fully developed ." 

It ahould, or course, be clear- and I 
regret that statements made by certain 
rcprcacntatives in recent days have tended 
to confuse what ahould be clear- that when 
we speak of a Jewish atatc we do not have in 
mind any racial atate or any thCOC1'atic 
atatc but one wbkh will be baaed upon full 
equality and rights for all inbabitanta with­
out d~tinction 9f religion or race and with· 
out domination or 1ubjugation. What we 
have in mind by the Jewish state ia moat 
succinctly stated in a resolution adopted 
by the Brit~ Labor party in 1945- now 
represented by the present government of 
the Un.ited Kincdom- which requested this 
apecial -.ion of the United Nations. I 
am quoting: 

"Herc, we halted halfway, irresolutely 
between conflictinc policies. But there is 
aurdy neither hope nor meaning in a Jcwiah 
national home unlcsa we arc prepared to 
let the Jews, if they wish, enter thia tiny land 
in auch numbers •• to become a majority. 
There waa a strong case for thia before the 
war and there ia an irresistible case for it 
now." 

When your committee of inquiry will 
come to conaidcr proposals for the future 
covernment of Palestine, this inesc.apablc 
and irreducible factor-the international 
obligation to inaurc the continuous develop­
ment or the Jcwiah national home-should 
be kept, in our judcmcnt, constantly in 
mind. I believe it would be extremely 
helpful to the committee of inquiry if the 
mandatory covcrnment would present the 
account of ita atewardahip of the Palestine 
Mandate to it rather than wait for the next 
Aaacrnbly of the United Nations. It would 
UIW the committee in thinkinc through 
the problem and at arrivinc at helpful 
recommendations for the future aovernment 
of Palestine. 

It is illog,ical, I fear, to ask the committee 
of inquiry to consider the future govern­
ment or Palestine without firat making a 
thorough study or the present government 
to discover what was faulty in the present 
adminiatration, what neglect and what 
deviations occurred to have brought about 
a condition so dangerous and explosive as 
to necessitate the convoking or a special 
session of the United Nations to deal with it. 

I be.licve that the committee of inquiry 
should most certainly viait Palestine. 
Written documents are important, but 
infinitely more instructiv~ are the living 
documents, the visible testimony of creative 
effort and achievement- In Palestine they 
will aee what the Jewish people, inspired by 
the hope or reconstitutinc thi.s national 
home after the Iona weary centuries or their 
homelcnncsa and relying upon the honor 
and the pledged word or the world com• 
munity, has achieved in a few short years 
against great odds and aecmingly inaur• 
mountable handicaps. The task waa 
enormous- untrained hands, inadequate 
means, overwhelming difficulties. The land 
was stripped and poor. neglected through 
the centuries. And the period or building 
took place between two disastrous world 
wars when European Jewry was shattered 
and impovcriahcd. NevcrthclCS$, the record 
of pioneering achievement or the J cwisb 
people in Palestine haa received the acclaim 
of the entire world. And what was built 
there with 10eial viaion and high human 
idealism has proved a blcsaing, we believe, 
n.ot only to the Jew• of Palestine but to the 
Araba and to other non-Jewiah communities 
as well. 

That the return of the Jews to Palestine 
would prove a blcsaing not only to thcm­
advcs but to their Arab ncighbora waa 
envisaged by the Emir Fciaal, who was a 
creat leader or the Arab peoples, at the 
peace conference followin& the firat world 
war. On March 3. 1919, be wrote: 

"We Arabs look with deepest sympathy 
on the Zionist movement. Our deputation 
here in Paris ia fully acquainted with the 
proposals aubmitted yesterday by the 
Zionist organization to the peace conference 
and we rccard them aa moderate and proper. 
We will do our best, in so far as we arc 
concerned, to help them through. We will 
wish the Jews a moat hearty welcome home. 
I look forward, and my people with me look 
forward, to a future in which we will help 
you and you will hdp ua 10 that the countries 
in which we arc mutually interested may 
once again take their places in the com­
munity of civilized peoples of the world." 

Your committee or inquiry will conclude, 
we arc confident, that if allowed to develop 
uninterruptedly the atandarda or life which 
have been developed in Palestine, the con­
ccpta or social juaticc and the modern 
scientific method will serve aa a great 
atimulua to the rebirth and pro11rcsa or the 



entire Near East with which Palestine and 
with which the destinies of the Jewish 
national home are naturally bound up. 

Your committee of inquiry should also 
consider the potentialities of the coun?')' 
which, if properly developed, can, according 
to the e,cpert teatimony of those moat quali• 
fied to speak on the subject, suatain 9 
population much greater than the present 
one. Many more projecta, which will reawt 
in 1reat economic and aoci•l improvement 
not alone in Palestine but in all the neighbor­
inc countries. are owaitinc development 
pendina: a aatiafactory political solution. 

The committee of inquiry should, while 
in Palestine, alac look into the real, the 
fundamental causes of the traa:ic unrest and 
violence which today mar the life of the 
Holy Land to which our Jewish pioneers 
came, not with weapons but with toolo. 
They will inquire, 1 am aure, why a peace• 
lovin& community, whose sole intereat was 
in buildina: a peaceful home and future for 
themaelvea and thcir children, ia being 
driven to a pitch of resentment and tension 
and lamentably drivin& aome of its members 
to action• which we all deplore. 

They will 81k themse.lvea, I am aure, 
why ahiploads of helpleaa Jewish rcfugeea­
men, women, and children who have bee.o 
throua:h all the hell• of Nazi Europe- arc 
beina: driven away from the shores of the 
Jewiah national home by a mandatory 
covunmcnt which 011umcd, as its prime 
obligation, to facilitate Jewish immigration 
into that country. 

They will alao ioveatia:ate, I hope, how 
the Mandatory government ia carryin& out 
another of its obligations which waa to 
encourage close aettlement of the Jews on 
the land; when, in actual pr·actice, it is 
today severely reatrictin& free Jewish 
acttlcment to an area leaa than 6 per cent 
of that tiny country, and it enforcing today 
in the Jewish national home discriminatory 
racial Ju,a which the macdatc, as well as 
the Charter of the United Nations, severely 
c::oodemnt. 

By way of digreaaion, let it be said-if 
it need be eaid at alJ- that we are not 
cna:aged nor 1halJ we be engaged, in our 
criticitm or condemnation of the people of 
the United Kingdom. We have no quarrel 
with them. On the contrary, we have the 
hi&heat recard and admiration for that 
people and for it• monumental c::ontributiona 
to democratic civilization, and we ahall 
never for11et that it was the United Kine• 
dom which fint amona: the nation• gave 
recoa:,,ition to the national aspirationa of 
the Jewith people. It it only a wrong and 
unju1tifiable policy which contradicts and 
tend• to defeat the far-visioned Britiah 
1tatcsmanahip of earlier ycart which we 
condemn. 

We hope mott eameat.ly that the com­
mittee of inquiry will al10 viait the di,placed 

persons camps in Europe and ace with thcir 
own eyes the appalling human tragedy 
which mankind is pcr·mining to continue 
unabated two years-it is exactly two years 
today aincc V Day - after the close or the 
war in which the Jewish people was the 
greatest sufferer. 

While committees of investigation and 
study are reporting on their safe flight, and 
while inter-governmental discussions and 
negotiations arc going on, thctc war.ravaged 
men and women arc languishing in their 
misery, still waiting for salvation . They 
ask for the bread of escape and hope thcy 
a.re given the stone of inquiries and investi­
gations. Their morale is slumping terribly. 
A spiritual deterioration, I am afraid, is 
setting in among them. It is only the hope 
that tomorrow- perhaps tomorrow-i-c• 
demption may come that keeps their spirit 
from breaking uttcrly. Most of them ore 
desperately eager to go to the Jewish 
national home. I hope that the conscience 
of mankind, speaking through you and 
throu11h your committee or inquiry, will 
make it possible for these weary men and 
women to find peace at hut and healing in 
the land of their fondest hopes, and that 
their liberation will not be delayed until 
the report or the committee is finally made 
and the oc::tion o f U,e Assembly is final.ly 
taken, but that, pending ultimate decisions 
and implementations, these unfortunate 
people will be permitted forthwith to 
migrate in substantial numbers to Palestine. 

There is a desperate urgency about this 
tragic human problem, my friends, which 
brooks no delay. An immediate relaxation 
or the restrictive m.easurcs on immigration 
into Palettine and a return to the status 
which prevailed before the White Paper 
policy of 1939 was imposed, will not only be 
a boon to these suffering humans, but will 
greatly relieve the present menacing tensions 
in Palestine, will wash out much of the 
bitterness and will enable the deliberations 
of your committee of inquiry and of the 
next Assembly to be carried on in a calmer 
spirit, in an atmosphere of moderation and 
good will. We are all cager for peace. We 
must all make a contribution to achieve it. 
But the decisive contribution can only be 
made by the mandatory government. 

I hope I have not abused your patience, 
Mr. Chairman, and the patience of the 
representative, of the United Nations here 
assembled. Pem,it me to conclude with 
th.ii observati.on: 

The Jewish people places 11rcat hope 
upon the outcome of the deliberations or 
this great body. It baa faith in it• collective 
acnse or justice and faimeaa and in the high 
Ideals which inspire it. We are an ancient 
people, and thou11h we have often, on the 
Ion& hard road which we have traveled, 
been ditillusioncd, we have never lost faith 
in the 90vereia:nty and the ultimate triumph 
of great moral principlet. In these laat 



tragic yeanr, when the whole household of 
Israel became one great hostelry of pain, 
we could not have built what we did build 
had we not preserved our unshakable trust 
in the victory of truth . It is ill that strong 
faith and hope that we wish t o coopcrate 
with you in this task which you have under­
taken. 

The Jewish people belongs in this society 
of nations. Surely t he Jewish people is no 
l= deserving than other peoplea whose 

national freedom and independence have 
been catablishl!<l and whose representativea 
of the Jewish people of Paleatine should sit 
in your midst. The representatives of the 
people and of the land which gave to man­
kind spiritual and ethical values inspiring 
human pcraonalitiea and sacrl!<l texts which 
are your treasured posscuions- we hope 
that people, now rebuilding again its national 
life in its ancient homeland, will be wel­
comed before long by you to this noble 
fellowship of United Nations. 
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.Jn Stmnrtam 
The Temple notes with deep 

sorrow the passing of: 

YETTA SPERO 

and extends its heartfelt sympathy 
to her bereaved family. 
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A MPLlt UP•TO•DATE FACILITlltS FOR THE HANDLING o, CARGO, EXCEUltNT 

RAIL AND ROAD CONNECTIONS WITH THE CITlltS OF PALESTINE 
AND WITH Nl!IGHBOURING COUNTRIES o, THE MIDDLE EAST . 

• 

USE THE RAILWAYS AND PORTS OF PALESTINE 

TEEPOL "X" FOR INDUSTRY 
A SHELL PRODUCT 

The newest and most interesting syntheric detergent for 
use in the following industries : -

TV<TILI! 
DYEING 
LAUNDRY 

(COTTON. SILK. 
WOOL. l/\YON.olc.) 

Ll!ATHl!R and FUR 
ENGINEERING 
RUBBER 

TEEPOL 'X' is a sulphonate product preventing the deposit 
of Lime-Soaps in tk process of Washing, Dyeing and 
Wei-Finishing. 
TEBPOL 'X' which is an Ester Salr, is a surface active 
material comprising the sodium salts of the higher $eCOndary 
alkyl sulphates, and is therefore anion active. 
TEEPOL 'X' is also successfully used in the COSMETIC 
industry, for the manufacture of sham.poos, and is an excellent 
medium for the cleaning of equipment in the FOOD 
industry. 
For decails concerning any particular application in which 
you may be interested, please apply to 

THE SHELL COMPANY of PALESTINE LTD. 
JEIIUSALIM TEL . AVIV HAIFA 
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JERUSALEM ELECTRIC & PUBLIC 

S E R V I C E C O R P O R A T I O N LT D. 

ELECTRICITY 
FOl All ,ua,oses IS /\VAil.AiLE IN 
JEl USALEM.. &ETHLEHEM. RAIMLl/\H 
/\ND SUU OUN DING DISTRICTS 

LOC.O.l O FFICE 
JULIAN•S WAY 

LONDON OFACE 
66. OUHN STlEET 

E. C. ~ , . 0 . • . 185 

SYSTEM: A. C. 3 Phaae, 50 Cyele• dlalrtbuted ot 6,600 

or 380 ond 220 volt• 
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UNITED NATIONS PRELUDE 
l!i'l H E proceedings of the Special Session of tlie United 
llj Narions General Assembly on Palestine reflect rl,e bewilder­
ing complexity of the present inrcrn:n.ional situation. Tbe session 
mer against the background of rhe acute tension thAr has developed 
in recent months between the United Scares and Great Britain, on 
the one hand and Soviet Russia on the other. Ir wa.s inevitable 
that rhese differences and conflicts should affect also rhe consider­
ation of the Palestine problem. From the Jewish angle the,c was 
substantial ground for anxiecy regarding the outcome of this 
unprecedented debate. Most of the States «presented at the 
Session bad had little direct contact with the Palestine problem. 
Of rhe Big Three, Grear Britain had through its Foreign Minisrcr 
more than once repudiated rhe basic conceptions of Zionism and 
advocated a return ro the e,cplodcd policies of dispersal and 
assimilation. Russia's arritude had nor yer been officially defined, 
but it was generally believed to favour rhc Arabs. As for the 
smaller Stares, there was every reason to apprehend that the Arab 
demand for the immediate establishment of an independtnt Pales­
tine Seate would find ready support. Nor could rliere be any illuJion 
concerning the very subsU\ntial advantage which the Arab cause 
enjoyed ab initio in the counsels of an 101ernational organisation 
in which it was solidly advocated by a bloc of seven member stares 
acting in complete unison on every major and minor question. 

Ir is a remarkable rcsrimony to the independence and maturity 
of the United Nations Organisation that despite these initial 
advanrages possessed by the Arabs the Jewish case should have 
received a fair hearing and the fierce anti.Zionist onslaught of 
the Arab Stares should have been repulsed along che entire fro.nt. 
The session rtvealcd that the United Nations Organisation has 
already evolved a sense of collective responsibility which enabled 
it to bring some order into the chaotic proble.m with which ir 
had been faced by the Mandatory Power. This achievement is all 
the more remarkable when it is considered that the whole procedure 
was without precedent. Palestine and the Jewish question had 
never before been discussed by such an authoritative international 
forum. On the few occasions when Palestine bad appeared on 
the agenda of rhe Council of the League of N ations the discussion 
had been brief and confined to specific problems that had arisen. 
The basic issues had rarely been touched. In the Permanent 
Mandates Commission where indeed fundamental pcoblems had 
more than once been raised, the discussion was confined ro a small 
group of legal and administrative experts. Now foe the first time 
the whole problem was open for discussion by the world's most 
aurhoritative international body. And for the first time, too, the 

Jews were allowed to have a word in it. That had not been easy ro 
arrain. Opposition had come from various and sometimes unupected 
quartecs. The first proposal for the admission of Jewish rcpresenta• 
tives to the General Assembly with full righrs other rhan the right to 
vote was rejecied by a majority. Among those who opposed it 
were also the Americans who were concerned not to establish a 
precedent on tlie strength of which otber non.official bodies or 
national groups not possessing sratehood might be admitted to 
the Assembly. The Americans for their part proposed that the 
Jews be allowed ro appear merdy before an ad hoc sub-commitree 
of the Political Committee and there only for the purpose of 
stating their case, without ta.king part in the discussions. This 
was rejected as being evidently inadequate, more t$pccially after 
the representatives of the Arab Stares had, day after day, 
dinned their crude arguments into the ears of the Assembly. 
Fmally, it was decided, by a large majority composed of the Soviet 
Union, the Western European and Lnrin American countries, that 
the Political Committee should invite the Jewish Agency and listen 
ro ics statements and views on all rhe issues to be discussed. The 
gradual evolution of the mind of the Assembly on this crucial 
question is a significant indication of i.rs independence. Irs judgment 
was also evident in die rejection of the claims of Jewish dissi.denr 
groups 10 be given equal starus wi.th the Jewish Agency in appearing 
befOTe the Political Committee. There is re:uon ro believe that in• 
£tuential qunrters had supported these claims and encouraged the 
dissidents to press them. The Assembly realised the inhe.renr 
unfairness of chis procedure and rejected the demand. So it came 
about that rhe Jewish Agency was able to appear as tbe author­
itative spokesmen of the whole Jewish people - the first time that 
the Jewish people had been given the chance to make an appearance 
before such a representative international forum. 

The second controversial issue was the formulation of the 
terms of reference of the Fact-Finding Commission. The Arab 
Stares bad from the beginning been pressing hard ro secure from 
the Assembly acceptance in principle of their claim for the immediate 
grant of independence ro an Arab-dominated Pale5tinc. When rhe 
proposed terms of reference came up for discussion, they insisted 
tbar they should contain a specific directive ro this effect. In rhis 
effort they had the support of numerous States, in particular of 
Soviet Russ.ia, whose attitude was dearly irupired by a desire to 
put an end to the actual mandarory regime. The representatives 
of rbc Jewish Agency were romulced on tl,is point and e,cpressed 
thernselve5 opposed to the inclusion of the independence directive 
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in the tcmu 0£ reference. While the Jewish representatives were 
not in principle oppo5ed to independence u the ultimate sracw 
of Palestine, they clearly realised that the whole issue would- be 
vitiated in advance if the Commission were to be given specific 
instructions to recommend the immediate gi:ant of independe.nce 
to present-day Palestine. The United States was strongly opposed 
to the Arab proposal, but in view of the wide support which the 
"independence formula'' bad received, they suggested a formula 
referring not to the independence of the "population" of Palestine, 
but to that of the "peoples" of Palestine, which would clearly 
have made it possible for the Committee to recommend the 
esrablishmenr of both a Jewish and an Arab State. Alcogerher six 
resolutions were introduced on this crucial poinr. The French 
representative urged that he could nor support any of them as they 
were designed ro forestall the material decision in one direction 
or another. He accordingly moved that the whole of the paragraph 
be deleted from the terms of re.ference. This was accepted by the 
Dominions and the Americans and supported by a large majority. 
Thus the "independence" directive which bad caused such a storm 
was quietly buried. 

The same thing happened to the Arab attempt to prevent 
the Fact-Finding Committee from visiting the D. P. camps in 
Europe. Their evident purpose was to separate the Palotine 
problem from the Jewish question. In this matter, however, they 
found themselves opposed not only by the Americans, but also by 
the Russians and numerous other States. The Committte was given 
authority to conduct its investigation in Palestine and wherever else 
it might deem useful. Equally significant was the ruling of the 
committee on the British morion that the U. N. should discuss 
the que$tion of "the future status of Palestine". Despite strenuous 
opposidon on the part of the movers and the Arab States, this 
formula was altered to read "all questions and issues relev_ant to 
the problem of Palestine." 

It will be evident from the above summary that apa.rt from the 
Arab bloc, which throughout mainrained a consistent anti•Jewish 
attitude, the member Stares of the Asse,nbly did not vote along 
fixed alignments. Not infrequently several Stares supported the 
identical motion from widely divergent motives. The reticent 
attitude of the United States in regard to a problem on which its 
Government b.ad, du.ring the lasr year, made a number of very 
definitt pronouncements, gave rise to considerable comment and 
criticism, but it was probably dictated by their firm insistence on 
the purely procedural purpose of the meeting. Apart from the 
question of the ac!mission of the Jewish Agency t0 the meedng of 
the Political Committee, on which they were apparently anxious 
10 avoid creating a precedent for the hearing of other non­
governmental bodies, their attitUde appeared to be designed to 
prevent any decision being taken which might prejudge the results 
of the forthcoming invesclgation. The British representative was 
not so objective. According to Mr. Ben Gurion's report to the 
Jewish Elected Assembly in Jerusalem, the British "tried generally 
to create the impression that they were standing aside, although 
behind the scenes they played a very active part, getting others 
t0 do their work." The attitude of Russia was perhaps the mon 
baJfling is.sue. 
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Russia bad hitherto carefully avoided showing her hand on the 
Palestine issue, apart from criticising the Mandatory regime. At the 
present session, ir supported the admission of the Jewish Agency 
ro the meeting of the Political Committee, while, on the other 
hand, giving powerful aid to the Arab effort to have the in­
dependence directive inserted in the terms of reference. Neither 

of these attitudes could reveal the mind of the Rus,sian government 
on the essential issues. ft therefore came as a great surprise that, 
at the very end of the session, Mr. Gromyko volunteered a 
comprehensive statement which left no room for doubt on the 
Russian attitude towards the Palestine problem. The statement went 
far beyond the procedural questions on the agenda. It revealed a 
deep understanding of the tragic posidon of the Jewish survivors in 
Europe and of the failure of the civilised world to deal eHectivcly 
with this burning problem. Nor was his analysis limited to the 
Jewish tragedy in Europe. lt went to the roots of the political 
aspect of the Jewish problem. " Ir would be wrong", said Mr. 
Gromyko, "if we disregarded the aspiration of the Jews to a State 
of their own and deprived the Jewish people of the tight to 
fulfil this aspiration. It would be unjustified to deprive the Jewish 
people of this right, especially if we take into account all it bas 
passed through during che Second World War. Therefore the 
investigation of this aspect of the problem, as well, and the 
preparation of suitable recommendations should form an important 
pare of the Committee's tash." Russia favours a solution of the 
Palestine problem either by setdng up, by agreement with 
Arabs and Jews, of an independent Palestinian state, or, if such 
agreement cannot be attained, by the partition of tbe country 
and the setting up of two independent states. The scatemen.t of Mr. 
Gromyko left a deep impression on the Assembly. In revealing rhc 
attitude of the Russian Government towards the Palestine problem, 
this statement cleared the air and laid the bogey which had been 
the main plank of the anti.Zionist propaganda, particularly in the 
United Scates. The notion bad been spread that unl.ess the Western 
Powers would fall in with the wishes of the Arab League, th.e 
latter would go over with flying colours to Soviet Russia. That 
bogey has been effectively disposed of by Mr. Gromyko's outspoken 
pronouncement. 

No survey of the proceedings at Flushing Meadows would be 
complete which failed to pay tribute to the dignified and effective 
presenuuion of tbt: Jewish case by the spokesmen of the Jewish 
Agency - Or. Silver, Mr. Ben Gurion and Mr. Sbt:rrok, the 
substance of whose statements is given elsewhere in this issue. 

The strength and d.ignicy of the Zionist declarations were 
in marked contrast to the crude and unbalanced utterances 
and threats with which the spokesman of the Arab Higher 
Committee and tl1e delegates of Syria and lraq harangued the 
Assembly. Yet, as Mr. Ben Gurion rightly pointed ou.t, it would 
be an unjustified exaggeration 10 say that a Zionist line bad 
~n taken by the session of the United Nations. "It must be 
stated", he said in his report to rhe Elected Assembly in Jerusalem, 
"that the Zionist formulas were not accepted but that the anri• 
Zionist formulas were rejected, and they were rejected with the 
full knowledge dU1t they were anti-Zionist formulas." 

A good beginning has been made but no more than a begin• 
ning. The prepatadon of the Jewish case before the U. N. Fact­
Finding Committee - the nineteenth committee of inquiry invest• 
igaring Palestine problems - will call fo~ a comprehensive and 
strenuous effort on behalf of the Jewisb Agency. It is only when 
the Committee bas reported to the forthcoming session of the 
Assembly in September of this year that fundamental decisions will 
be raken though even then there is no certainty as to whether the 
British Government will ace upon them. Nevertheless, t.bere can be 
no doubt that • great moral weight will attach to whatever this 
authoritative body will recommend to the next sasion of the 
Assembly. 

J. P. CO■SN 
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Jewish Agency Statements at U. N. 

ESSENCE OF THE PALESTINE PROBLEM 
MANDATORY'S FAILURE• JEWISH STATE AND JEWISH-ARAB ALLIANCE 

T HE representative of the 
United Kingdom hu declared 
on behalf of his Government 
that they had tticd for years 
10 sertle t.he problem of Pales• 
tine and had failed. They have 
therefore brought the problem 
to the United Nations in the 
hope 1har rhe U. N. would 
find a just solution. This st'3te­
rnent is open to misunderst:llld­
ing. The Mandatory Power 
was not charged wirh discover• 
ing a solution 10 the Palestine 
problem, and its failure was not 
in its inabiliry 10 find a right 
solution. The Mandatory Power 
was charged by the League 
of Nations with the carry­

ing out of a definite settlement. That settlement wu set out and deter­
mined originally by the United Kingdom herself and subsequently 
confirmed by all the Allied and Associated Powers in the First World 
War, as well as by the Arabs through Emir Fcisal and the Syrian 
Arab Committee. lt was larer embodied in the Mandare, approved 
by 5~ Nations and made international law. The terms of that 
serdement, as decreed by the conscience and the law of nations, 
arc common knowledge. It is the restoration of Palestine to the 
Jewish people. 

BREACH O F FAITH 

At the time ti~ United Kingdom took over the Mandate, 
the problem .of Palestine had been clearly adjudicated and settled. 
The failure of the Mandatory Government, as admi~d by the 
British representative, was the failure to carry out the settlement 
agreed upon and enmated 10 it by the nations of the world. That 
failure became manifest with the introducrion of the policy set 
forth in the White Paper of 1939 which violated the mon 
essential terms of the Mandate and vitiated irs entire purpose. 
The White Paper policy was condem.ned by the Permanent Man­
dates Comminion of the League of Natio.ns as incompatible with 
the Mandate and with the pledges repeatedly given by the Man• 
darory Government ind£; it was also denounced by the m0$t 
eminent political leaders of the United Kingdom itself, including 
all the most prominent members of the present Gove.rrunent of 
the United Kingdom, as a breach of faith. Only recently, the 
White Paper was again unanimously condemned by the Anglo­
American Committee of Inquiry. The White Paper policy is 
responsible for the misery and death of a large number o.f Jews 
and for the auel acts of expulsion of Jewish refugees. le is re­
sponsible for establishing in Palestine ~ police state "."ithout ~rall~l 
in the civilized world. It is responsible for the mtroducuon m 
Palestine of racial di!Cl'iminarion against Jews in land legislation. 
This is the real nature of the failure of the Mandatory Power. 
Therefoce I \lfflture to suggest that the first prob"1n facing the 
United Nations is how to set right that failure and to emure 

BY DAVID BEN-GURION 
CH/\IRMAN , JEWIS l-f i'G ENCY 

,hat inrernarional obligations towards the Jewish population 0£ 
Palestine are faithfully fulfilled. 

The stcond point to which 1 would like to invite attention 
is the fact that in Palestine you arc faced not merely with a large 
and growing number of Jews, bur with a disrinct Jewish nation. 
There are Jews and Jewish communities in m,my countries, bur 
in Palestine there is a new and unique phenomenon - a Jewish 
narion, wirh all the anributcs, characteristic resources and aspicn• 
tions of nationhood. This nationhood springs from a long history 
and an uninrcrrupred connection for three thou.sand five hundred 
years with io ancestral soil. P~lestinc, which for the Jewish people 
has :tlways been, and will alw:tys remain, the Land of Israel, was 
in the course of centuries conquered and invaded by many alien 
peoples, bur none of them ever identified its national faith with 
Palestine. The Jewish nation in Palestine is rooted not only in 
past history but in the great living work of reconstruction and 
rebuilding, both of lhc country and of d,e people. The grQwth of 
chis nation and its work of reconstruction musr not and cannot be 
arrtstcd - and lhis for rwo reasons. One is the existence of large 
nurnbers of homeless Jews for whom there is no other salvation 
in the furuce except in their own r,ational home. The second is 
that more th.1n two-thirds of the land in Palestine is still wasre 
land, unculrivued, unsettled and believed by the Arabs to be 
uncultivable. The hisrory of our seldcmcnt in the last seventy 
years has shown 1.hat thi.s hnd can be and is being cultivated by 
us. This is not because we are more skilled or more c.1pable than 
others, but because this is the only soil in rhc world which we call 
our own. \Ve arc not, like our Arab neighbours, in possession of 
vast underpopulated territories like Iraq, Syria, Arabia, etc. We 
must therefore make use of every bit of free land in our <:0untty, 
even desert land. 

Another observation is this: We are told that the Arabs are 
not responsible for the persecution of the Jews in Europe, nor is 
it their obligation to relieve their plight. I wish to make it quite 
dear that it never entered our minds to charge the Arabs wirh 
solving the Jewish problem, or 10 ask Arab countties to accept 
J ewi.sh refugees. We are bringing our hornclcss and persecuted 
Jews to our own countty and settling them in Jewish rowns and 
villages. Th.ere are Arab rowns and villages in Palestine - Nablus, 
Jcnin, Ramlch, Zarnuga, Tarschicha. You will not find a single 
Jewish refugee in any of them. The Jews who ha~ returned to 
their counrry are settled in Peracb Tikva, Rishon Le Zion, T el Aviv, 
Haifa, Jerusalem, Degania, the Ncgch, and other Jewish towns 
and villages built by us. The return of the Jews to their country 
t~ a work of sclf-libention and self-reconstruction which is con• 
tributing to the reconstruction and liberation of the: country 
u a whole. 

JEWI SH - ARAB PARTNERSHIP 

My fourth and l.ast rtmark is this: We have no conflict with 
the Arab people. On the contrary, it is our deep conviction that 
historically .rhc interesrs and the aspirations of tbe Jewish and 
Arab peoples are compatible and complementary. What we are 

(Continued on pog• 8-4) 
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TEST CASE FOR UNITED NATIONS 
INTERNATIONAL JUSTICE• END OF JEWISH BONDAG E 

sY DR. ABBA HILLEL SILVER 
MEMBER OF JEWISH AGENCY EXECUTIVE 

T HE just solucion of the 
gcavc international problem oI 
Palestine will prove a blessing 
not only to Palestine and to 
all its inhabitants, to the Jew­
ish people, ro the cause of 
world peace; but it will also 
enhance the moral authority 
and prestige of the United 
Nations, the great organisation 
for world j usticc and peace upon 
which so many high hopes of 
mankind now rest. It is gratify. 
ing that rhc Palestine pcoblem 
will now be reviewed by an in­
ternationru body and that the 
thought and conscience of man­
kind will now be broughrco bear 
on a situation which he_rctofore, 

and for some years now, has been made extremely difficult by uni-
1,N!ral action and by decisions made, presumably within the terms of 
a mandatory trust, but octually without the sanction or supervision 
of the international body which established that rrus, and whicli 
defined both llS limits and its purposes. The administration of 
Palestine has since the ombrcak of the war been conducted by the 
Mandatory Power as if it were vested with rhe $0vereign<y of 
Palestine; whereas ir has undertaken to administer rhat country. 
of which it was not the sovereign, as a rruscee for carrying out 
the pu,po,;es of the Manda re, which clearly de fined its righrs and 
obligations. 

BAS IC C O NC EP TS 
The problem of Palesri.ne is of couuc of paramount importance 

to the Jewish people and that fact, no doubt, motivated the General 
Assembly of 1he United Nations to eim:nd an invitation to the 
Jewish Agency to present its views. We thank all those who so 
warmly urged our admission fo, their goodwill and their gallant 
action. The Jewish Agency is recognised in the Mandate for 
Palestine as a public body authorised ro spuk and aet on behalf of 
die Jewish people in and out of Palestine in mattecs affecting ,he 
establishment of the Jewish National Home. It is the only recognis­
ed public body in the Mandate. It is recogn~d as such, to quote 
Article 4 of the Mandare, "fo, the purpose of advising and 
cooperating wid1 the adminisrrarion of Pl\lestine in such economic, 
social and orher matters as =y affect rhe establishment of the 
Jewish Nation.al Home and the interests of the Jewish population 
in Palestine, and subject always to the control of the administration 
10 assist and take part in the development of the country". Under 
Article 6 the Jewish Agency is entitled further to cooperate wich 
die Administration in promoting "dose settlement by the Jews on 
the land"; and by Article II it is given a pref creed status in respect 
of the construction and operation of public wo,ks and the develop­
ment of the lllltural resources of the country. 

The Jewish Agency therefore speaks no, mccely for 
the organised Jewish community of Palestine, the democratically 
elected Na110nal Council of Palestine Jews who are today the 
p.ionttring vanguard in the building of the Jewish National Home; 
it speaks for the Jewish people of rhe world who are devoted to 
this histocic ideal, for it was charged by rhc same Article 4 of the 
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Mandate "to secure the cooperation of all Jews who arc willing 
ro assist in rhe establishment of the Jewish National Home". 

1n defining the rerms of reference of the Committee of lnquicy 
and in all their future investigations, the terms "rhe Jewish 
people" and "the Jewish Nation.al Home" should be regarded as 
key terms and basic concepts. They were the key teems and basic 
concepcs of the Balfour Declaration and of the Mandate undet 
which Palestine is or should be administered today. To proceed 
without relation ro chem would be ro detour into a political wilder­
ness so far as Palestine is concerned. To treat the Palestine pcoblem 
as if it were one of rnercly reconciling the differences between two 
sections of the population presenily inhabiting the country or of 
finding a haven for a certain number of refugees and displaced 
persons, would only contribute to confusion. The Balfour Dcclara• 
tion which was issued by His Majesty's Government as "a declara­
tion of syrnparhy with Jewish Zionist aspirations" declares: "HL~ 
Ma jrsty' • Government view with favout the esrablishrneni in 
Paksrine of a natio11J1l hoo,e for the Jewish people". The Mandate, 
in irs preamble, cecognises "the historical coMection of the Jewish 
people with Palestine" and "the grounds for reconstituting" -
1 call attention to the word " reconstituting" - "their national 
home in that country". Those international commimiems of a 
qunrcer of a century ago which flowed from rhe recognition of 
historic righrs and present nce<a and upon which so much has 
already been built in Palestin,e by the Jewish peopl~, cannot now 
be erns.:d. You cannot rurn back the hands 0£ the clock of 
history. 

Certainly chc United Nacioos guided by its great principle 
procl:iimttd in i~ Charter "10 establish conditions under which 
justice and cespcct for the obligations arising from treaties and 
01her soucces of inrornational law can be maintained" can never 
sanction the violation of treaties and of international law. Having 
this and si,nibr situations in mind, a specific provision w:is written 
into the chapter of the Charter of the United Nations which deals 
woth 1errirorics which might become trusteeship territories and which 
is rhcrefo,e especially applicable to territories now under M andate. 
This ts Article 8o of tlie Charter which reads: "Except as may 
be agreed upon in indi.,idual trusteeship agreements made under 
Arcicle 77, 79 and 8, placing each recritory under the trusteeship 
sys1em and until such agreements have been concluded, nothing 
in this Charter shall be construed in ot of itsdf co airer in any 
m:mnet the rights whatsoever of any states or any peoples or the 
terms of existing international instruments to which members of 
the Uuired Nations may respectively be parties". It is the 
perspecfive of the U. N. Committee of Inquiry on the entire 
pcoblem wb,ch will pcove decisive. It will give di,ection and will 
greatly expedite irs work, and its conclusions will prove of con• 
s1ruc1ive significance if it will keep the proper perspective alway.s 
in view. 

FUTU RE OF N AT IO N A L HOME 

. A gcnc,a~on ago the international community of the world of 
which the Umred Nations today is the political and spiritual heir 
dcci:ced that the Jewish people should be given the right long 
den,ed and the opportunity to reconstitute their national borne in 
Palestine. Thar narional home is still in the making. It bas not 
yet been fully csrablishcd, No international community has 
ch~llcnged or even questioned that right. T he M andatory Power 
which was entrusted witli the obligation to safeguard the opportU• 
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nity for d,c continuous growth and development of the Jewish 
national nomc has unfortunately in recent years grievously inter­
fered wirh and circumscribed ir. That opportunity mu.tt now be 
fully restored. When will the J ewish Nation.ti Home be an 
accomplished fac,t? The answer to chat question may well be 
given by the man who was Prime Minister of Gttat Britain at the 
rime when rhe Balfour Declaration w•s issued. l am quoting rhe 
ccsrimony of Mr. Lloyd George given before the Palestine Royal 
Commi~ion in 1937: "There could bc no doubt as tQ what rhe 
Cabinet rhen bad in their minds. le was not rheir idea that a 
Jewish Srarc should be set up immedfarely by rhc peace treaty. 
011 the other band it was conmnplatcd rbat wbcn the time arrived 
for according reprcscn1;31ivc institutions to Palestine, if the Jews 
had meanwhile responded co the opportunity afforded them and had 
bccomc a definite majority of the inhabitants, then Palestine would 
rhus become a Jewish Commonwealth. The notion that Jewish 
immigration would have to be artificially restricted in ordtr to 
ensure that the Jews wouW be a permanent minority, never cnrtred 
into die head of anyone engaged in framing the policy. TI,at would 
have been rrgarded as unjust and as a fraud on the people to whom 
we were appealing". This same answer could also be given by 
Mr. Winsron Churchill who was an impoteant member of the 
Government which issued the Balfour Declaration; by General 
Smu~ who was 11 member of tll<! Imperial \Var Cabinet at that 
time, and who foretold an increasing scream of Jewish immigration 
into Palestine and "in generations to come a grtat Jcwi.<li State 
rising there once more"; by Lord Robert Cecil, and by many 
others. American statesmen shared this view of the Jewish National 
Home. Thus President Wi.lson on March 3, 1919, stated: "I am 
persuaded char the allied nations with the lullcs1 concurrence of 
our own government and people are agreed that in Palestine 
shall be laid the foundations of a Jc.wish commonwealth." That the 
Government of the United Srates does not now consider the Jewish 
national home as already established is c.lcarly stared in the lerru 
of President Truman to King Ibn Saud of Saudi Arabia dated 
October 29, 1946. He wrote: "The Government and people of 
the United States h,we given support 10 the concept of the Jewish 
Natio.nal Home in Palestine ever since the termination of the 
first world war which rcsulred in the freeing of a large area of 
the Near Easr, including Palestine, and the establishment of a 
number of independent states wbich arc now members of the 
United Nations. The United Srates which contributed irs blood 
and resources to the winning of that war could not divest itself of 
a certain responsibility for th.e manner in which the freed terri­
torie.s were disposed of or for the fate of the peoples liberated 
at rhe time. Ir rook the position 10 which it still adheres char 1hesc 
peoples should be prepared for self-government and also tbac a 
national home for the Jewish people should be established in 
Palestine''. "I am happy co note", declared the President, "mac 
mosr of rhe libera red peoples arc now citizens of independent 
countries. The Jewish national home, however, has not as yet bccn 
fully developed". 

Ir should of course bc clear that when wc speak of a Jewish 
state, we do not have in mind any racial SUltC or any the«ratic 
srace bur one which will be based upon full equality and rights for 
all inhabitaJIIS wirhout disrinction of religion or race and without 
domination or subjugation. What we have in mind by the Jewish 
sratt is mosr succinctly stated in a resolution adopted by the 
British Labour Party i.n 1945 - now represented by the pr*nr 
government of Great Britain whicl1 requested this special session 
of the United Nations: "H ert we ltal1cd h,lf-way, irresolute 
between conflicting polidu. Bur. there is sur,Jy ncirher hope nor 
meaning in a Je .. •ish 1urion.i.l home unless wc au prtparcd to let 
1he Jews, if they wisl,, enter this tiny land in such numbers as to 
become a majocity. There was a strong case for this before the war, 
and there is an irresistible case for it now". \'Vhcn 1he U. N. 
Committee of Inquiry will come 10 consider proposals for rhe 
future government of Palestine chis inescapable nnd irreducible 
factor - the international obligarion to ensure the continuous 
development of the Jewish national home - should be kept 
constantly in mind. 

I believe that it would be extremely helpful to the Committee 
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of Inquiry if the mandatory government would present the nccount 
of irs s1'ewardship of me Palcstinr mandate to it rather than wait 
for the next as.~cmbly of United Nations. lr would assisc me 
committee in thinking rlirough the problem and in arriving at 
helpful recommendations for the future government of P31estine. 
I t is illogical, I fear, to m th.e Committee of Inquiry to consid,er 
the future government of Palestine without first making a thorough 
study of the present govtrnmcnt to discover what was faulty in the 
present administration, what neglect aod what deviations occurred 
to have brought about a condition so dangerous and explosive as to 
necessitate the convoking of a special session of the United Nations 
10 deal with it. 

TE STI MO NY OF AC H IE VEM ENT 
I believe that the Commiucc of Inquiry should most certainly 

visit Palestine. \'Vrittcn documents are import.inc hut infinitely more 
instructive are 1hc living documents, me visible ttstimony of 
creative effort and achievement. 1n Palestine they will see what 
the Jewish people inspired hy the hope of reconstituting their 
national home afru the long weary centuries of their homelessness 
and rdying upon the honour and the pledged word of the World 
Community has achieved in tl1e few short years against great 
odds nnd seemingly insurmountable handicaps. The task was 
enormous - untrained hands, inadequate means, overwhelming 
difficulties. The lnnd was stripped and poor - neglected through 
the centuries; and rhc period of building took place between two 
disastrous world wars when European Jewry was sh.mered and 
impoverished. Nevertheless the record of pioneering ad1ievcmcnt 
of the Jewish people in Palestine has received the acclaim of the 
cnrire world. And what was built there with social vision 
and high human idealism has proved a blessing, we believe, 
nor only to the Jews of Palestine but ro the Arabs and other non­
Jewish communities as well. 

That the return of the Jews 10 Palestine would prove of 
benefit not only to chcmsclves bm also to their Arab neighbours 
was envisaged by Emir Fcisal who was 1he grut lcadtr <>f the 
Arab peoples ar the ~ace conference following the first world war. 
On March 3, 1919, be wrote: "We Arnbs look with die deepest 
s.ympathy on the Zionist movement. Out deputation here in Paris 
is fully acquainted with 1hc proposals submitted ycsrcrday by the 
Zionist Organisation ro the Peace Conference and we regard them 
as modecatc and pcoper. We will do our best insofar as we are 
concerned to help rhcm through. We will wish the Jews a mon 
hearty welcome home... I look forward, and my people with 
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me look forward, to a future in which wt will help you and you will 
help us so that 1he countriu in which we arc mutually interested 
may once again cake their place in the community of civilised 
peoples of the world.'' We arc confident that if allowed to develop 
um11terruprcdly th~ sundMds of life which havt been de\'doped in 
Palestine, the conctpts of M>Cial justice and the modern scientific 
methods will serve a.s a grcar Stimulus to the rebirth and progres.~ 
of the entire Near East with which Palestine and the destinies of 
cJ,e Jewish national home ar< naturally bound up. 11,e Commirrce 
of Inquiry mould also consider the potc_ntialities of 1he country 
which. properly developed, can, according to the exp,,rc testimony 
of those mosc qualified to speak on the subject, sustain a population 
much greater than che present one. Many important projccu which 
will result in great economic and social improvc_mc_nt not alone 
an Palestine hur in a!I neighbouring counrries arc awaiting develop­
ment pending a satisfactory political solution. 

CAUS ES O F UN RE ST 

The Committee of Inquiry should, while in Palestine, also 
IO<>k inro the real, the fundamenMI, causes of the tragic unrrst "-"d 
violence which today mu the life of the Holy Land to which 
our Jewish pioneers cam<' not with weapons but with tools. 1l1ry 
will inquire, I am sure, why a peace-lo"ing community whose sole 
intrrcu was 1n building • peaceful home and future for thein­
sch•c; and their ch,ldreo is being driven 10 the patch 0£ resentment 
and ten,ion lamentably driving $<>me of irs =mbcrs to acrions 
,.tuch ,,,., all d.cplore. They will ask rhcm5clve~, I am ~ure, why 
~hiploods of helpless Jewish refugees, - men, women and children, 
who hnvc l>ecn tlarough all the hells of Nat, Europe - .ire being 
driven away from 1he shores of the Jcwi1h national home by a 
mandatory govcrnmcnr which :wumed as it) prime obligation to 
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facilitate Jewish immigration into that country. They will also 
invc.,rignie, I hope, how the Mandarory Government is carrying out 
another of irs obliganons which is to encourage close sctdemcnr of 
the Jews on 1hr land; when in actual practice ir is today severely 
restricting free Jewish sc1tlemrnt to an arta less than six percent of 
that tiny country and is enforcing today in the Jewish national 
home discriminatory racinl laws which the Mandate ..s well as the 
Charter of the U. N. srvc_rcly condemn. By way of digression let it 
be ,said that we arc nor engaged nor shall we be c_ngaged in any 
criticism or condemnation of rhe people of Great Britain. We 
have no quarrel with them. On the contrary, we have the 
highest regard and admiration for char people and for its 
monumental conrribuuons to democratic civilization; and we 
shall never forgcr that it was the United Kingdom which first 
among the nations gave recognition to rhc national aspirations of 
tbc Jewish people. It is only a wrong and un jusrifiable policy whicl, 
contradict-s and tends ro defeat the far-visioned British statesman• 
ship of cMlier years which we condemn. 

\Ve hope most earnestly that the Committee of Inquiry will 
also vas,r the displaced persons camps in Europe and $CC wirh rhe,r 
own eyu the appalling human tragedy wl,id, mankind is pee• 
mitti:d to continue unabated two years after the dose of a war 
m wh,d, cJ,c Jc..,ish people was d1c gfflltcSt sufferer. While 
cnmm111ees of investigation and study arc reporting on their sad 
plight, and while intcrgQvcrnmcntal di.cussions and negotiations 
art going 011, these war-ravaged men and women arc languishu1g 
1n their rn,scry nill wa11ing for salvation. They ask for the 
bread of escape and hopt; they arc given the stone of inquiries and 
invc51igarion$. Their morale is slumping terribly. A spiritual 
dctcr1oration, I am afraid, is setting in among chem. Ir is only the 
hope thar tomorrow - perhaps tomorrow - redemption may come 
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that k~ps their spirits from hrcaking utterly. Most of them arc 
desperately cager to go to tbc Jcwisb national home. I hope that 
the conscience of mankind speaking through U. N. and through 
its Committee of Inquiry .. ~II make it po,sible for those weary men and 
women to find peace at lost and healing in the land of their fondesr 
hope and that their liberation will not be delayed until the report 
of the O>mmirtec is finally made and rhc acrion of rhe Assembly 
is finally taken, but that pending ulrimatc decisions and implcmcnt­
atiom thcs;, unfortunate people will be permitted forthwith to 
migrare in substantial numbers 10 Palestine. There is a desperate 
urgency about this tragic human problem which brooks no delay. 
An immediate relaxation of the restrictive measures on immigration 
into Palestine and a ruum to the status which prevailed before the 
Whire Paper policy of 1939 was impoS<'d, will not only be a boon 
to these suffering human beings but will greatly relieve the present 
menacing ren.sions in Palestine, will wash out much of the bitterness 
a.nd will enable the deliberMions of the Committee of Inquiry and of 
the next Assembly to be arried on in a calmer spirit, in an 
atmosphere of moderation and good will. We arc all cager for 
peace. W c must all make a contribution ro achieve k But die 
decisive contribution can only be made by rhe Mandatory Govern­
mc.nt. 

The Jewish people places great hope upon the outcome of the 
deliberations of the United Nations. It has fai th in it$ collective 

sense of justice and fairness and in tl1t high ideals which inspire it. 
\V/e are an oncirnt people and though we have ofrcn on the long, 
hard road which we have travelled been disillusioned we have never 
been dishcnrrcned. \V/r have never lost faith in the sovcreignry 
and the ulcimMc triumph of great moral principles. 

VICTORY OF TRUTH 
In these l.m tragic years when the whole household of Israel 

became one gr.--at hostelry of pain we could uot have built what 
we did build had we not preserved our unshakeable trust in the 
victory of truth. It is in that strong faith and hope that we wish 
to cooperate in this task which rhc U. N. ha••c undertaken. 

We belong in this rociety of nations. Surely the Jewish people 
is no less deserving than orhu peoples whose national freedom and 
independence have been established and whose reprcsenrarivcs are 
now scared here. TI\< Jewish people were your allies in the war and 
joined their sacrifices tO you.rs to achieve a common victory. The 
representative of the Jewish people of Palestine should sit in your 
midst - the rcprcsent.ativcs of the people and of the land which 
gave to mankind spiritual and eth.ical values inspiring human person­
a Ii.ties and sacred rexts which are your treasured possessions. W c 
hope that that pcopl.e now rebuilding again its national life in its 
ancient homeland will be welcomed before long to this noble 
fdlowship of the United Nations. 

SUBSCRIBE I 

TO "PALESTINE AND MIDDLE EAST" 
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THE RIGHT TO HOME AND FREEDOM 
CRUX OF PALESTINE ISSUE • REPLIES TO U. N. QUERIES 

T O treat the issue of Pa• 
lcstine in isolarion from the 
immigration issue would make 
as much sense as to study the 
beating of a heart in disregard 
of blood circulation. A solution 
for the problem of Palestine 
which would ignore the Jewish 
claim and the need for im­
migration would solve nothing. 
Whoever undcnook to im­
plement such a solution would 
be driven back by the sheer 
impact of reality to face the 
problem 0£ immigration. This 
is the crux of the Palestine 
probltm. 

To begin with, one basic point 
must be made clear. If it is 

granted that the Jewish people are in Palestine as of right, then 
all the implications and corollaries of thar premise must be accepted. 
The foremost is that Jews must be allowed to resettle in Palestine 
in unlimited numbers, provided only they do not displace or 
worsen the lot of t,hc existing inhabitancs who are also there as 
of right. If that basic premise is not granted, then there is very little 
to discuss. It may sound quire plausible co :ugue that if the right 
of the Jews to return co Palestine is admitted on the grounds of 
ancient history, then the whole map of the world would have to 
be re-made and chaos would ensue. Bur does the question really 
arise? Do the descendants of the Romans, for examplc, claim 
entry into England? Do they need England? Docs tlicir future, 
their very existence, depend on settling there? Or do the Arabs, for 
that matter. press to return to Andalusia in Spain? Is it a matter 
of life a.nd death for them? The analogy is fallacious and 
misleading. The great historic phenomenon of the Jewish re1um to 
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BY MOSHE SHER TOK 
HEAD, POLITICAL DEPT., JEWISH AGENCY 

Palestine is uuiquc because the posmon of the Jewish people as 
a homeless people, and ye:t a1tnd1ed with an unbreakable tenaciry 
to its birthplace is unique. It is that phenomenon that has made th.e 
problem of Palestine an issue in international affairs, and no similar 
issue has ever arisen. 

Were ic nor for the presence in Palestine today of over 
6oo,ooo Jews who refuse to be lef1 in the minotity position under 
Arab domination; were it not for the urge to settle in Palestine, 
of hundreds of thousands of homeless and uprooted Jews in 
Europe, in the Oticn1, and elsewhere; were it not for the hopes and 
efforts of millions of Jews throughout the world to re-establish 
their national borne and build it up into a Jewish state, then the 
United Nations would not be faced with the problem of Palestine 
as it is now. The problem is real and pressing. It cannot be made 
to disappear by conjuring up non-ex is cent difficulties alleged to be 
involved in its solution. 

RETURNING SONS 
The question has been asked by the distinguished represent­

ative from India as to now many Jews from =ide there were in 
Palestine at certain dates - the operating words being "from 
oucside." In round figures the Jewish population at various times 
was 50,000 in 190Q, 16,,000 in 1930, 475,000 in 1939. Now it is 
about 630,000. Incidentally, there are more Jews in Palestine today 
chan tl,en were Arabs at the end of the first World \V/ ar. Bur as 
to "Jews from ou1side", I cannot say. In a way, they are all from 
outside; they are practically all immigrancs. There was but a tiny 
Jewish communrty in Palestine prior ro ,88o. 1n the early 188o's 
the return started, almost simultaneously from Russia an.d Rumania, 
from Morocco and Southern Arabia, and since then it has been 
pra.crically continuous. It started because the Jews had always 
believed it 10 be ,heir inalienable right 10 resettle Palestine. That 
right was subsequently internationally recognised and enshrined 
in rhe manda,e. But qui1e apart from the mandate, nothing will 
eradiccate, from the hearts of Jews, the conviction that it is their 
right to return. So in that deeper sense, they are 001 from outside 
ac all bur sons of the country. 

The Arab spokesmen make much of the face that Palestine 
has already taken in so many immigrants. These immigrants, they 
say, were received by the Arabs. Bur we cannot concede them that 
credit. Conversely, they say that che Jews have settled in Palestine 
ar 1he expense of the Ara.bs. That debit item, coo, we cannot 
admit. There has been no receiving of Jewish immigrants by 
Arnbs nor any settlement of Jews ar the expense of rhe Arabs. 
The J cws did nor come as guests of anyone. Th.ey came in their 
own right. The)• received themselves and their brothers; and they 
did ~o by their own efforts and ar the expense of no one else. 
Every acre of land we 1illed was bought and had to be wrested 
from wildcrnrss and desolation. Nothing was taken away - not 
one houS<1, no1 one job. A tremendous amount of work, wealth and 
well-being w;u presented to the Arab population. 

SCOU RGE OF DISPERSION 
The honourable rcpr~nialive from India also asked whether 

since tlie Hirler regime had been crushed, the Jewish displaced 
persons would not be better advised to stay in Germany. Three• 
quarters of thar Jewry - 6,000,000 people - are no more. But let 
us_ go ~ck into -t~e past, Jews had lived in Spain for a whole 
nullcnnaum when, m r192, they were despoiled and expelled, and 
only iii= who gave up their Jewish identity and became 
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Chri$tians were allowed to remain. Jews have lived in Pol~nd since 
the eleventh or twelirh century, but in the seventeenth they were 
the victims of ferocious massacres. Then there were pogroms under 
the Russian Czars in the nineteenth and rwentietb centuries; and 
in the lase war came the final catastrophe. Nearly all of Polish 
Jewry - 3,000,000 men, women, and children - were wiped our 
by che Nazis. In Germany, the beginnings of Jewish utrlcmcnr 
are traced back to the fourth cenrury. But just six centuries ago, 
most of the Jews in Germany were destroyed in a wave of frenzied 
persecution which swept Emope. Then, by the twentieth cenrury, 
Gc.rman Jews had reached the pinnacle of emancipation and were 
largely assimilated. Yer they were hurled down into the abyss of 
degradation and death. Even converts to Christianiry were not 
spared. Ir is true thac Hitler is gone now, buc not anti-Semitism. 
He was the product, not the source of German Jew-hatted. Anti­
Semitism in Germany and in many ocher parts of Europe is as rife 
as ever and potentially militant and fierce. Some Governments 
tried their best to keep it down, buc they have a vcry hard job in 
doing so. The honourable representative of India has also asked 
whether the Jewish displaced persons would be assimi'3blc in Palestine. 
The answer is yes. They would be perfectly assimilable in the Jewish 
community there - the one Jewish community in the world with 
a self.-containrd economic system and an independent cultural life 
which is eager and able to receive and :1bsorb them. He asked 
whether diey would not be bctrer assimilable in Germany. The 
answer is no. You cannor urrle in " graveyard, nor can you build 
a dwelling out 0£ heaps of rubble. 

Actually, most of the Jewish displaced persons arc not from 
Germany itself, but from other counrrics. They are today in 
camps, or they otherwise continue as refugees because they cannot 
be resettled in Europe. They have now waited for two years, and 
in all this time no ooe has come forward with a solution to their 
problem. The dear recommendations of the Anglo-American 
Committee have remained on paper and, to them, they have proved 
a mockery. No one hAs offered an altcrnatjve to Palestine. But 
even if there were an alternative, rhey refuse to be treated as 
mere chattels. They appeal to the world ro realise that they form 
part of a people which has a natioMl will of its own. They want 
to go to the only country where rliey will feel at home, both in­
dividually and collectively. Tiieir problem is inseparable from the 
problem of Palestine. It is the problem of Palestine. 

The honourable representative of the Union of South Africa 
asked whether we wanted the question of the DP's in Europe 
e><amined solely in connection with Pal..-stinc, or in irs gcner•l 
aspect. Our answer is that we believe rhat only in Palestine can 
the problem of these people be permanently and constructively 
solved, for only there can their lives be rebuilt on secure foundations 
and their homes become part of the home of the entire people. 

The immigration issue is not confined to that of the Jewish 
displaced persons and unsettled r<£ugces in Europe. Various 
Jewish communities in Europe arc involved, as well as the Jews 
of the Arab and Oriental countries. With regard ro these, members 
of the United NatiQns have heard idyllic accounts o! the conditions 
of complete equality and true brotherhood under which they live. 
The Jewish Agency is naturally very intim111cly acquainted with 
the position, a.nd the picture as we know ic is totally different. 
In most of these countries Jews arc treated as second or third-rate 
citizens. They live in perpetual fear of eruptions of fierce fanaticism, 
of which there have been tragic uamplcs both in recent ye.us and 
in the more remote past. Their lot ranges from precarious suffer­
ance to active persecution. All formal staremenrs under duress 
norwithstanding, their hopc-'I and dreams arc centered on Zion, and 
their youth has no other idu but ro join i~ builders. We very 
strongly urge that chc position of these communities should form 
part of the Inquiry Committee's invesrigations. But che mosr 
urgent problem is, of course, chat of the displaced persons in 
Europe who arc now on the brin.k of despair. 

ROOTS OF TERRORISM 
The present political crisis in Palestine is nothing but a dash 

between the dite needs 0£ Jewish immigration and the current anti­
immigration policy of the mandatory power. We were ashd by 

the representative of lndia why public servanrs of 1he British Go­
vernment in Palestine 3re today the victims of terrorist acti,•ity. 
The answer is because the White Paper of 1939 is still in force. 
Terrocism is a pernicious outgrowth of a disastrous policy. The 
Jewish Agency has unreservedly condemned terrorist bloodshed, 
and in rl1at attitude ir is supported by the large majority of the 
organised Jewish community. Its harm to the Jews and to the 
Jewish future is far gravtr than to the Government and people of 
the United Kingdom. But J..-wish efforts ro resist and check terro­
rism are conrinually frus1rnted because Government action, in 
pursuance of the White Paper, ad&. fuel to the fire. Our efforrs 
will conrinuc, bur the represenr.uive of India will no doubt agree 
that Palestine is not the only country which has been afllicted 
with chis most hateful di;ease. 

Another question was why, in conrradicrion to the Emir 
Fcisal's (Arab leader ar 1919 Peace Conference) altitude, the 
Palestine Arabs were now opposed to Jewish immigra1ion. This 
point has been fully covered in the statement of the Palestine­
Arab case. All I would add is thar rhe uncompromising opposition 
ro immigration now voiced d~s nor invalidate the broader con­
ception and bolder vision expressed in rhc Feisal-Weizmann agree­
ment, which indicated a way of harmonizing Jewish and Arab 
aspirations within a wider framework, fully taking into :,ccount 
cbc independence d1c.n pro~d and now achieved by the Arabs 
in vast territories. \'<lhilc I am on 1l1c point of promises, r should 
like to rc.c.ill rhat Sir Henry McMal,on (Brirish High Commi­
ssioner iu Egypt during World War I) himself stated thnt Paltstine 
was never included in rlic promises made by him to the Arabs, 
and char this was well undtrstood at the rime by the late King 
Hussein (King H ussein of Hedja~, Sherif of Mecca in 1915). 
It will also be recalled that Trans-Jordan, which was originally 
included i.n che Balfour Declararion, is today an Arab slate. 

HO ME AND S TATE 
Finally, tbe distinguished representative of India asked whether 

we recognized the distinction between a Jewish state and a Jewish 
national home. The answer is chat we do, buc perhaps not quite 
in the sense in which the question was meant. The establishment 
of the Jewish national home is a process. The setting up of a 
Jewish Seate is its consummation. That sud, consummation had 
been intended by 1hc authors of the Jewish national home policy 
and that a way was ddinirely left open for ics achievement wa.s 
condusivdy proved by the Palestine Royal Commission. The point 
was fully understood by those responsible for the 19◄4 Statement 
on Palestine of the British L,bour Parry Executive. The Indian 
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ttpresentarive drew attention to the use in rhar statement of the 
term, "Jewish national home" and nor ''Jcwi:J, st,itc''. Bue may 
1 recall rhe words of Mr. Hugh Dalton, r.he present Chancellor 
of rhe Exchequer, when reporting on that statement of the Executive 
ro the Labour Parry Conference. He urged common support, in 
consultation with the United Stares and Soviet Governments 
"for a policy which will give us a happy, free, and prosperous 
Jewish state in Paleninc." That was only two years ago. 

The matter has a most vital buring on the question of 
Palestine's independence. Unlike other mandates of Category A, 
the declared object of which was 10 prepue the counrry for in­
dependence, rhe Palestine mandate has no such clause. Its primary 
purpose. in the word. of the Royal Commission, is the establ.ishmcnr 
of the Jc\\•isl, national home. But, of course, the ultimate goal 
must be independence and rht mandate musr be terminated. So 
if, upon the termination of d,c Palestine mandate, its origiru.l 
purpose is to be fulfilled, if the furure of the Jewish national home 
is to be permanently secured, if rhe national intcresr of the Jewish 
people is 10 be harmonized with other interests and not sacdficcd 
for their sake, then a Jewish Smrc must come into being. A home, 
in the words of a British statesman, in the debate on the White 
Paper for Palestine, is a place to which one is always free to come 
back. How is the national home co fulfill its primary functions 
of being open to Jews in need 0£ it, if it is 10 remain forever 
subjected to non-Jewish sovereignty? An Arab mino.rity in a 
Jewish state will be secure, if for no othu reason, because the state 
will forever remain surrounded by Arab countries with which it 
will be most virally interested to be at peace; also beca115e thett 
will always be Jewish minoririu in other lands. Bur a Jewish 
minority in an Arab state will have no such security at all. It will 

ESSENCE OF THE PALESTINE PROBLEM 
(Conllnued from poge 77) 

doing in our Gounrry, in Palestine, is reclaiming the land, increasing 
the yield of rhe soil, developing modern agriculture and indwrry, 
science and art, raising the dignity of labour, ensuring womcns 
st.atus of cqu.1liry, increa$ing man's mastery over nature, and 
working out a new civilisation baM,d on human equal.icy, freedom 
and cooperation in a world which we believe is as necessary and 
beneficial for our Arab neighbours as for ourselves. 

Jewish-Arab partMrship, based on equality and mutual 
assistance, will help to bring about the regeneration of the entire 
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be at the mercy of the Arab majority, which would be free from 
all restraints. 
• The question of relationship of a Jewish state with the Arab 

people and of Jews living together with th~ ~ab_s is, of course, 
rhe dominant question of the futute. The disttnguJ.Shed repreaent• 
arive of Poland has asked whether there have hem anempts at 
collaboratton between Jews and Arabs. The answer is, yes, there 
have been, on both sides. Arabs and Jews have cooperated and are 
cooperanng successfully in the wide .3~d varied _fields of _municipal, 
commercial and labour affairs, Arabic 1s taught tn all JewtSh Sttond. 
ary schools and a large number of primary schools. The Jewish 
Agency 1s parucularly active in sprc.ading . knowledge .of Arabic in 
tile Jewi,h settlements and promoong lr1cnclly relanons ~tween 
them anJ d1eir Arab ndghbours. From personal obscrvauon and 
d1rcct experience accumulated over a pedod of forty-one years' 
rc$1drncc m Palestine, I can affirm that there is nothing inherent 
in the nature of either the native Arab or the immigtant Jew 
which pr.:vents friendly cooperation. On the contrary, considering 
the admittedly great difference of backgcound, they mix remark­
ably well. By mixing I do not mean assimilation, for the Jew does 
not come to Palestine to assimilate to the Arab, but to develop 
bis own distinctive individuality. Nor docs be expect the Arab to 
assimilate 10 himself. What r mean is cooperation between a self. 
respecting Jew a.nd a self-respecting Arab, and between the two 
coll\muniries. Today the issue is overshadowed and practical coo­
peration i.s hampered by the political conflkt over the country's 
futute. The present official ltaders of the Arab states, having 
achieved practically all they wanted with so little sacrifice, refuse to 
admit the legitimacy of che national aspirations of another people. 
At the bud of the Arab Higher Committee of Palestine stands 
a man, who, apart from other well-known aspects of his activity, 
was directly involved during the war in the Nazi policy of extermi­
nation of the European Jews. 

GOOD NEIGHBOURS 

Nevertheless, the Jews do nor lose hearr. They come to 
Palestine not ro fight the Arab world, bur co live at peace with it. 
They are nor an ourpost of any foreign domination. The.ir ambition 
is to integrate themselves into the modern sttucturc of reviving 
Asia. They arc an old Asiatic people returning to their home. At 
the sarne time, they are anxious ro make their contribution co the 
great work of bridge-building between modtrn Asia and the rest 
of the world. Their intense experience in development within the 
narrow confines of Palestine is yicldin.g results which may be of 
value ro all who are interested in social and economic progress in 
the Middle East and beyond. Bur rheir crue partnership with their 
neighbours can only be based upon equality uf status and mutual 
respect. The Jews claim what is the natural right to any people on 
the face of rhe earth - that as many of them as possible should 
live together in their own country, freely develop their civilisation, 
make their conttibution to the common stock of humanity, and 
be self-governing and independent. They cannot possibly surrender 
char claim, and for its attainment they appeal for the 3$$istance 
of the entire family of nations. 

Mjddle Easr. We Jews understand and deeply sympathize with 
the urge of the Arab peopl~ for •unity, independence and progress, 
and our Arab neighbours, I hope., will realize that Jews in their 
own historic homeland, can under no conditions be made to remain 
a subordinate, dependent mfaority, as they arc in all other countries 
i 11 the Diaspora. The Jewish nation in its own country must become 
a free and independent state, with membership in the United 
Nations. It is cager to cooperate with its free Arab neighbours to 
promote economic development, social progress, and real independ­
ence of all the Semitic counrries in the Middle Bast, I most cam• 
estly suggest that a real, just and lasting solution of the problem 
is a Jewish State and a Jewish-Arab alliance. 



U . N. lmpre•s lon s 

REPORT FROM FLUSHING MEADOWS 
CLOSE-UP OF U. N. • HIGHLIGHTS OF AS SEMBL Y 

D ELEGATES and pressmen making 
their way to the United Nations building in 
Flushing Meadows saw the American 
countryside looking irs best. Summer is in 
the air and the trees arc clouds of pink 
and white blossom. Tbi.s burgeoning of 
nature has always been linked by the poets 
and the optimists with a renewed belie.f in 
mankind. But it is symptomatic that the 
winds of spring arc carefully kept at bay 
in the United Nations headquarters, where 
the Assembly meets in a man-made atm0$­
phere of air conditioning and artificial 
lighting. 

The victory of technical achieve,. 
ments over nature may be caken to symbol­
ise the underlying battle fought out at 
Flushing Meadows, where power policies 
and the stco.ch of oil, amid which one can 
perceive the acrid smell of far-off gun­
powder, suffocate the still small voice of 
human conscience. 

• 
Looking back over the three long weeks 

of endless debate and bickering, however, 
the Jewish observer may derive a certain 
feeling of relief. After the first few days 
of bitter disappointment, when the re• 
prescntarives of the five Arab St.ates had 
the freedom of the floor with no one 
to gainsay their statements or to state the 
Jewish case, the Assembly began to regain 
its sense of equilibrium and fjnally its 
decision was more favourable than bad at 
first been thought possible. The Jewish 
Agency was formally recognised and the 
important precedent set of non-govern• 
mental bodies being allowed to participate 
in the United Nations proceedings. The 
Arab resolution calling for the terminadon 
of the Mandate and the immcdute in­
dependence of Pale.srine was defeated. And 
almost at the end of the session, Soviet 
Russia electrified the world with what may 
be called the "Gromyko Dedararion." 

The United Nations O rganisation con­
sists nominally of 55 member-states, but it 
speaks with two major voices - that of 
the Anglo-Saxon powers and that of Russia. 
The smaller nations generally move within 
the orbits of England, America or the 
Soviet Union. It was, perhaps, not alto­
gether a coincidence thar as my train pulled 
in to the Station, the guard should have 

shouted: "United Nations, watch your 
step!'' For it seemed to me later that most 
of the delegates were occupied chiefly in 
watching not only their own steps but those 
also of their neighbours an~ even more of 
the three Grut Powers. There were, it i.s 
true, several occasio.ns during those three 
weeks when some of the smaller countries 
broke out of step, bur in the end tbe field 
will be found to con tam only the three great 
pro1agonism of the world drama. Notable 
among the side-steppers was the Indian 
delegate who took every opportunity of 
"needling" Grear Britain and kept tb.e press 
gallery in a subdued guffaw. Darting 
through the discussions like a mosquito, the 
Indian representative de.alt sud, pricks as 
declaring that hls government condoled 
with England on d1c difficulties of her 
"unrcn11blc" position in Palestine. 

• 
The dimacc of the United Nations 

gathering was one of continu:al change. 
The weather vane veered continuously 

• 

BY F AY DO R ON 
OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT "1 U N, 

w11h the wind of opinion, each breeu 
between chc cardinal parties concerned 
switching ir abruptly. No one could 
foretell from one hour to the next 
how thing$ were going to shape, and the un­
happy newspaperman had to be on the spot 
rhe whole rime in order not to mis.< the 
rising storm or ihe prospect of fair weatber. 
Thus, for instance, the Arabs had had a 
field doy at rhe opening session. But they 
began to lose ground as rhcy overplayed 
their hand. Not even d1c most prejudiced 
among the delegates could stomach their 
arrogance and d1cir continual contempt for 
the Chair eventually aroused the anger 0£ 

the w.ually suave chairman, Senor Oswaldo 
Aranh11. Luer, ihey bcgnn to make a come­
back and reached a ncw peak when tbe 
Arab Higher Committee withdrew its 
applic•riun to appeor l,,,fore the Assembly. 
This ~how of injurrd pride quickly brought 
the United Nations to rbeir kn•es and rhe 
Palcsrinc Aral,s w<rc soon being besought 
to reconsider their refu.:il to appear and 
were finally assured of equal representation 

(U. N. Pholo! 
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Mr. D-avJd Btft•G•rlon ~•nferrfnr wUh tile Jndla.n • e.ie1ate. Mr. Asar A ll, at ~la.thlos 

with the Jewish Agency. Flushed with their 
victory, the Palestine Arabs eventually made 
their m• jor mistake. Touched on tht raw 
by rderenm to rhe hrad of the Higher 
Committee ( made in the main by tbe Polish 
delegate and to a much lesser extent by the 
spokesmen of the Jewish Agency as well as 
by the memorandum submitted by the 
Nation Associates), Emile Ghory lost his 
remper. He made his by now nororious 
comment on the crucifixion and thus put 
himself outside the pale of modem civil­
ised society. From that moment the Arab 
stock began to drop. 

This episode was one of the three dramat• 
ic momcncs of d,e United Nations session, 
galvanising the Assembly as it did with a 
rude shock. The other two highlights were 
of grcatu significance. The first was the 
appearance of the Jewish Agency delegation 
and the deep impression created by Dr. Abba 
Hillel Silver, Mr. David Ben Gurion and 
Mr. Moshe Sherrok as they made their 
Statements on behalf of the Jewish people. 
The entire gathering seemed ro realise that 
it was an hisroric occasion. The second 
dramatic episode was when Mr. Gromyko 
srated the Soviet Government's arritude to 

d,e Palestine problem. He spoke in the 
Assembly Hall at Flushing, where there 
are no arrangements for simultaneous trans­
lation. As a result, the press gallery was 
almost empty for the reporters not knowing 
Russian had made for the bar ro pass the 
time until the Englisb translation .should 
be forthcoming. For those who knew Rus-
• • " "dh d s1an, 1t was a scoop an t ere was a su • 

den flurry as people came hurrying back 
into the hall when ir was known that Gro­
myko was making an historic speech. As the 
French interpreter stepped up to the 
rostrum and began his translation, one could 
feel rhe angry disappointment of the Arab 
delegates, the almott painful though highly 
controlled attention of the British repre­
senratives. Whatever may have been the 
motives behind the Russian statement there 
was no doubt as to the dramatic atmosphere 
it created. 

Now the stage is being laid for the next 
act, but we shall have to wait for 1he de­
nouement unril September. The technie.11 
arrangemems made for the convening of 
cbc family of notions were admirable. The 
Assembly met in an cxcdlcndy lightcd hall, 
whc.c 1he acoustics were as good as arc 
humanly possible. The proceedings were 
broadcast and televised. Speeches were 
translated almost miraculously and simult­
aneously into a numbe.r of languages by 
a system prepared, ironically enough, for 
the Nuremberg Trials. If mankind could 
achieve the same levds in rnatrers of conduct 
and conS<:icncc as have been reached in the 
technical field, there might be hope for the 
world and recompense for the Jewish 
people. 
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U. N. ASSEMBLY AS SEEN FROM JERUSALEM 
FROM CYNICISM TO HOPE • JEWISH AND ARAB REACTIONS 

T HE proceedings of the U. N. As­
sembly's special session were followed in 
Palestine with the closest ancnrion. Every 
newspaper, Jewish and Arab, carried long 
cepotrs from Flushing Meadows and Lake 
Success. Many people who owned sufficient• 
ly powerful wireless secs made a daily practice 
of listening in to the speeches, which were 
broadcast direct from America. The Palestine 
Broadcasting Service did its share by devot­
ing a great deal of time in its news bulletins 
10 what the delegates of the U. N. were 
saying and doing. Thjs excellent all-round 
coverage reflected the interest shown by all 
the inhabitants of Palestine in these lengthy 
discussions whid, were likely to affect their 
furure for many yurs to come. 

• 
Before the special session scarred, the 

public was perhaps incfo,ed to be pessimistic, 
if not a little cynical, about these deba.tcs 
and their outcome. The prospect of yet 
another commission aroused no great enthu­
siasm. There had already been scvem:un 
or eighteen commissions - no one sumed 
certain of t!,e exact number - and it was 
thought hardly likely char a nineteenth 
would make much difference. The fact that 
die U. N . meeting coincided with the first 
anniversary of the publication, and the al­
most simultaneous re jecrion, of the Anglo­
American Committee's report was not lost 
on the politically consciou.~. Leading ar­
ticles in all the newspapers brought it co 
the notice of the public at large, and con­
tributed not a little to the widespread feel­
ing of despondency. As the session got un­
der way, however, the public mood under­
went a noticeable change. le was seen that 
1he de.legates were in camest, that they 
were genuinely seekiog a solution, and 
that they were determined to do justice to 
all sides. 

ln particular, the attitude of the smaller 
nations was widely appreciated. They seem• 
ed co have made up their minds that Pa• 
lestine should not become, or rtmain, the 
plaything of power policies. Perhaps they 
felt a natural sympathy with the Jews and 
Arabs, both of them small nations like them­
selves. Whatever the reason, their represen­
rinives talked sense and kept their feet 
planted firmly on the ground. Everyone 
spoke well of rhe chairmanship of Dr. 
Aranha and Mr. Peanon. A new sense of 
confidence quickly made itself felt in Pa­
lestine, particularly in Jewish circles. The 
Jews were satisfied, on the whole, that the 
international aspects of the Palestine pro-

BY WALTER EYTAN 

blem were once again ro the fore. They 
fdt rhey had nothing to lose by public dis­
cussion of tl,eir case, and they had only one 
fear - that pressure might be brought to 
bear on 1he fact-finding commission not to 

visit Palestine. Some hints had apparently 
been dropped to this effect, and such a 
move would have been interpreted as a 
manoeuvre to prevent the comrn.ission from 
seeing Jewish achievements in Palestine for 
themselves. Happily, subsequent events 
proved this fear to have been unfounded, and 
the members of the commission are to have 
the opportunity of seeing everything they 
wnnr. 

• 
The attitude adopted by the Arab States 

at the special session was disconce,rcing, 
though it cannot have come wholly as a 
surprise. Even Arabs were shocked at the 
things their spokesmen said and at their 
tactical blunders. The Arab newspaper 
" Ash-Shaab01, for instance, asked: "Was it 
advisable to say in front of an inte.rnational 
body chat wt hate the Jews because they arc 
Jews?" TI,cre was, gtncufly, a good de:tl 
of disagreement and hcr,sy-hunting in the 
Arab camp. Observers could not help notic­
ing the contradictory sra1cmen1s made by 
Arab delegates. The representative of l.,e. 
b:mon said in the course of the discussion 
that "the only valid, legal, international 
instrument or framework under which Pa­
fostinc is at present governed and administ• 
ered is definitely that of the Mandate of 
the Lenguc of Nations." The Iraqi delegate, 
however, said: "I wane it to be thoroughly 
undetsrood chat rhc Mandate is illegal; the 
Mandate has never gained a legal found­
ation". What were the Arabs of Palestine 
to make of thmgs if Arab spokesmen at the 
Unfred Nations flatly contradicted On<! 

another in this way? This confu.,ion and 
dissatisfaction found ample expression in 
Arab newspaper comment, which in one or 
two cases at least went so far as to question 
the right of the Arab Higher Executive to 
speak in the name of the Palestine Arabs. 
Mr. Henry Ca.ttan's speech, however, met 
with general approval; he spoke with more 
resrra.inr, and with greater regard for rele­
vance, than most of the other Arab dele­
gates. The genera I conclusion seemed to be 
chat of one Arab newspaper which said: 
"We must select very carefully the people 
who are to defend us". 

Jewish circles were satisfied, on the whole, 
with the hearing which had been given to 
the Jewish Agency and with the manner in 
which the Agency's representatives had put 

their case. Full representation on the 
Assembly itself would of coursc have been 
preferred, but as chis proved to be impossible 
it was felt that appearance before 1he Po­
litical Committee served essentially the 
same purpose. The opportunity which che 
Unircd Nations gave co bod, the Jews 
and the Arabs of Palestine ro sta1e their 
v\ews, even though they did not represent 
sovereign states, was particularly apprcciar­
td in Jcwisb circles. It was taken as a sign 
that the United Nations proposed 10 deal 
fairly with the two parties whose furure 
would be most profoundly affected by 
their dtcision, in spite of their inability 10 
claim rile formal attributes of statehood. 
The prestige of the Jewish Agency, as rhe 
body internationally recognised to speak on 
behalf of 1he Jewish P"Oplc in matters 
affecting Palestine, was undoubtedly 
s1r<ngthened both by the part it took in 
the proceedings of the Political Committee 
and by the tone and content of the 
speeches its rrpre~mativcs made. 

• 
lt was thought unlikely that any of 1he 

Great Powers would take a definite st:tnd at 
this prelimin:uy stage. Grear Britain had 
declared her intemion of doing no more 
than submit 1be problem to the United 
Nations, witl1out any kind of recommenda­
tion or suggested solution. Her motives were 
obscure, but the move seemed tactically 
intelligible. Jr was fd1, however, that Grear 
Britain's position was weakened by her 
declaration that she did not fed bound to 

accept the United Nations' decision. This 
had been stated by the First Lord of the 
Admiralty in the House of Lords and was 
expounded ac greater length, though not 
very convincingly, by Sir Alexander Cado­
gan at the United Nations mee1.ing. Ir was 
repe.ated ~plicitly by Mr. Bevin himself at 
the IAbour Party's Conference at Margate 
on May :i9th. Public opinion in Palestine, 
and not among Jews alone, held that if 
Briwn was sincere in handing over to the 
United Nations a problem which she was 
unwilling or unable to solve on her own, 
sbc could not m.orally do other than abide 
by 1he Unired Naci.ons' decision. To the 
people of Palestine, accustomed to daily 
displays of British armed might, the spec­
tacle of Great Britain on the dclensive at 
Lake Success had about it an element of 
the grotesque. It appears to be generaUy be­
lieved in this country that the $Cttlement 
of the Palestine question which Grear Britain 
favours is a continuation of the Palutinc 
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mandate, in the form of a trusteeship, shorn 
of the clauses which provide for the est• 
ablishmcnt of a Jewish National Home. 
Certain Arab quartc.rs ascribe to Great 
Britain motives and intentions which arc 
even more sinister than this. It is doubtful 
whether more than one man in a hundred 
believes that Great Britain proposes to re­
linquish her conrrol over Palestine, and Mr. 
Bevin's references to the Middle East in 
the last for~gn affairs dtbate in the House 
of Commons and at the Margate Confer­
ence h.we done nothing to shake this 
genw1lly held view. Tbc main question, as 
seen by those who consider themselves real­
ists, is how Great Britain's continued in­
terest in Palestine can be reconciled with 
Jewish and Arab aspirations. 11,e P41estinr 
Post, on the day the Assembly's special 
session began, offered a solution in three 
succinct sentences: "No scheme for the 
future of Palestine stands any chance of 
general acceptance that does not make 
allowance for the reasonable satisfaction of 
both Jewish and Arab claims. It is only 
under such a scheme dint Great Brit.1in is 
likely ro find satisfaction foe her own le­
gitimate claims. No plan has ever been pro­
pounded that will do justice to all thtee 
parties in an undivided Palestine". Tbjs is 
putting the case for partition in a nutshdl, 
and it is probable that there is greater sup­
port for such a policy in Palestine to-day 
rlun for any othtr suggested solution. 

The attirude of rhe United States at 

lake Success and Flushing Mtadows came 
in for a good deal of criticism from both 
Jew; and Arabs. Initial American opposition 
tO Jewish repreStJJtation at the Assembly 
made a painful impression in Jewish quart• 
ers, and was nor wholly made good by 
America's insistence, at a later stage of the 
proceedings, chat no "independence" clause 
be included in the commission's terms of 
reference. Arab circles, of course, unanim• 
ously anackcd the United States' attitude 
as "pro-Zion in'',. and oddly e.nough it still 
seems ro be gener.1Jly believed by Arabs 
that appeasement of her Jewish electorate 
is the only focror char weighs witb America 
in deciding her Palestine policy. During the 
sittings of the U. N. Assembly it was dear, 
however, co all dis~uionare observers that 
the United States were steering a careful 
middle course a.nd wetc anxious not to 
commit themselves ro anything or anyone. 
However disappointing this may be to those 
who believed that successive Presidents' 
messages to Zionist conventions were a sure 
poinrer to ~rican policy, it is a political 
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fact that is being increasingly realised and 
taken into account. 

• 
The sensation of the Assembly's special 

session was the dosing speech of M. Gro­
myko, the Soviet delegate. Russia had for 
years been very careful not ro comm.it her• 
self on the Palcrtine issue, and little was 
known of her views on the subject apart 
from wbat could be gleaned from occasion­
al articles in New Times and other period­
icals. Her general view seemed to be that 
the people of Palestine must cast off rhe 
yoke of colonial servitude, but who aactly 
the: "people of Palestine" were, and whar 
they were to do after shaking off rhc 
shackles, was never rll.lde wry clca.r. Com­
munist ~rties all over the world, relying 
upon their recollection of Russian state• 
ments in the past, agreed that Zionism was 
a tool of British imperialism; and it was 
undem:ood that Zionism and the Hebrew 
language were proscribed throughout the 
Soviet Union. And now M. Gromyko rose 
to his feet and made a speech that sounded, 
in parts, very much like a Zionist speech. 
He conceded the right of the Jews to a 
home of their own, and declared that his 
Government wished to see tl,e establish­
ment of an agreed Arab-Jewish Sta~ or, 
if this proved impossible, of separate Jewish 
and Arab Stares in Palestine. This declara­
tion was welcomed in almost all Jewish 
circles, and Ara.b opposition was neither as 
loud nor as pointed as one might have 
expected. The general feeling seemed to be 
one of ,clief that Russia had ~t lut de­
clared herself on this subject. Her sphinx• 
like attitude in the past had encouraged 
all kinds of hopes and fears, and had thus 
contributed greatly to the general uncertain­
ty of the situation. It bad, moreover, been 
used - sometimes quite openly - for 
purposes of political pressure by the Arabs. 
"If you, Great Bri1am and America, do nor 
concede our claims, you will drive us into 
rhe arms of Russia," seemed co be the line of 
reasoning. Always inherently unreasonable, 
owin.g to the lack of any common interest 
between the Arab ruling class and the lead­
ers of a union of socialist republics, this 
threat has now been completely exploded. 
If Britain in the past two years appused 
the Arabs for fear of the Soviet Union, 
there is now nothing left to appc.ase them 
for. According to an exceptionally well in• 
formed poliricol correspondent in London, 
this has already led co a modification, or at 
lea$t to a review, of Britain's Palestine 

policy - but outwardly, to Palestinian eyes, 
there ba.s been no sign of this so far. That 
it must, logically, lead to such a modifica­
tion, there can be no doubt; bur logic is not 
a determining factor in politics, and few 
people in Palestine really believe rbat Great 
Britain will seiic the chance that Russia 
has offered her. Although Russia's .intention 
may have been merely to hasten British 
withdrawal from rhe Middle East, she has in 
fact given Great Britain - or more correct­
ly, rhc Unittd Nations - the opportunity 
of an agreed settlement of the Palestine 
problem. If such a settlement could be 
achieved, it might well be a stepping-stone 
10 agreement on ()ther problems wbich at 
present divide the "Slav" from the "West• 
ern" bloc. Palestinians are inclined to take 
more than a parochlal view of M. Gromy­
ko "s proposals, whose salutary effect may 
in time be felc wdl beyond the borders 
of Palestine itself. Probably few people, 
even now, would claim to understand fully 
rhe Russian point 0£ view, but at least rhe 
spell has been broken, the magic word has 
been said, a.nd we may all yec have a chance 
of living happily ever after. 

• 
The Jews bave welcomed the United 

Nations commission to Palestine and arc 
confident that ,ubstancial justice will be 
done. The traditional Jewish belief in ab­
srracr justice bas been well ro the fore in 
newspaper commenr during the past few 
days. No Jew can believe that a panel of 
impartial judges would fail to understand 
ti\• Jewish c:ue. Tbe Arabs, on the other h:ind, 
have cheir doubts. Their leader in Palestine, 
Jamal Husseini, has expressed himself in 
very violent terms, which in fairness to him it 
may be best not to quote. With no threat 
of a Russian alliance left to fall back on, 
Arab kadcrs seem to be groping for some• 
thing else as a support to keep chem from 
falling. They learned at Lake Success that 
shriU voices do not carry far; we are un­
likrly ro hear a repetition, except perliaps 
totto 'tlou, of Dr. Fadhil Jamali's tluear 
10 "throw the Ziorusts back into the sea". 
But, whether Jew or Arab, all .Palestinians 
will be looking to September 1st, the day by 
which the commission has been asked to 
submit its report. It is only then, when the 
commission's recommendations come up for 
discussion, that it will be possilile tO assess 
Palcnine's chances of peaceful development 
in the future. The voice will be the voice 
of the commission, but the decisions will be 
che Assembly's own .. 
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MEMORANDUM TO UNITED NATIONS 
PROBLEM AND SOLUTION • PROGRESSIVE AMERICAN OPINION 

~ co;;prehenti•e fill'>'<')' of the P11/n1i11e problem, ad,ocating " )cwith Stou 011d a pdTtition tolutio11 flldS submit1ed to 
1 ~ • N. G~neral Auembfy by promi11ent non•)ewi;h leaders of progrnrive Am<'ri,1111 opiwo11 ' includin, Freda 
K,uhwey, _Ed11or of_ ~~·1,r Natio11" and Puride111 of the N<1t1t111 Asroei<1tes, Philip Murrd)'. Pre;,dent of t >n rctr 
off T~d,~mal Orgad11t<1t1unr, H enry A. Atkint011, SuretdTy of the Church Peat;: Unio11 J.im~s G Pat1<1t1 p,,.1i.,nt 
0 1 e armer/ E 11,atiuna/ 1111.I Coopcr11ti>t: Unio11, a11d oth<'rr. E~arpll ,ire gi,·tn bt>lo~• from 1/,i; notabl,.' d.xmnent. 

T HE Palestine case, now before 1he 
United N ations, is a challenge to the 
conscience of mankind. More tha.n lhat, 
it is a challenge to the honour of the United 
Nations, its c.ipacily ro maintain peace, and 
irs willingness to utend tbe area of human 
rights and dignity. Today on the continent 
of Europe 1,369,Soo Jews remain alive out 
of a pre-war population of 6,500,000 ex• 
elusive of the Soviet Union, which had a 
Jewish populati.on of 3,000,000, half of 
whom were destroyed by the Nazis. 11,e 
mass slaughter of rhe Jewish people was 
accomplisbed by the Nazis without effect• 
ive inte.rference from other nations. Noc 
until the war's end did the world come to 

know the foll details of a horror so dark it 
defied belief - the story of more than 
six million J ews herded into camps, dc­
porttd, srarved to death, torrured to death, 
gassed to death, burned to dearh, or mas. 
sacred in the rowns where they lived. 

The argument may be valid 1hat no 
general measurtl of rescue were possible 
during rhe war years. But it musr also be 
said rhat the Nazi cxtennination programme 
wa.s planned by Hirlu even before he came 
10 power and was putinto effect, bit by bir, 
throughout tbe years of bloodless conque•l 
between 1933 and 1939. The pattern was 
everywhere the same: withdraw4J of 
citizenship, suppression of organised op­
position, denial of livelihood, expropriation 
of property, humiliation of the individual, 
and finally dcpor~tion and death. Few 
of those who could have been saved - even 
those who sought safety in flight - were 
saved, for no country was willing to open 
a single door to rescue a single life. 

• 
One people in one country was prepared 

ro welcome these victims - the Jewish 
community in Palestine. But rbe doors of 
Palestine too were slammed shut in the £ace 
of rbe suppliants. The Britisb White Paper, 
enacted in May, 1939, limited immigration 
to 75,000 in five yurs, at the rate of 
t 5,000 per year. T bis re.strictive order, 
which wa.s declared illtgal by the Permanent 
Mandates Commission of tbe League of 
Nations, was enacted, quite frankly, in an 
effort to appease the Arabs. This act of 
appusement, like other similar aces of the 
Chamberlain government, resulted in failure. 
The W hite Paper violated the Mandate, 
bur it did not buy the loyalty of the Arabs. 

Their war record was one of enmity and 
double-dealing. The Jews, on 1he other 
hand, though injured and berrayed by the 
resrrictions imposed in the White Pap,,r, 
played a notable role in the defeat of the 
Axis. 1,300,000 Jews were in unifom1 in the 
armed forces of the United Nations: 550,000 
JcwLJ. men and women served in rhc armed 
forces of the Unite.d Scates; 500,000 in the 
armed forces of the Soviet Union; 65,000 
in the armed forces oJ Britain. In Palestine 
85,Soo and 50,400 women volunte<rcd for 
war ,ervia; 27,028 Paleninc Jews served 
with tbe British force$ in Palestine and 
France, Egypt, Sudan, Eritrea, Abyssinia, 
Libya, Greece, Crete, Iraq, Italy, Austria, 
and the Low Countries. Sixty units of Royal 
Engince.rs, transportation, ordnance, elect• 
rical, and mechanical services served and 
ranked high in the estimation of their res• 
pective comman.ds. Selected civilian volun• 
ceers carried oul secret raids in rht Middle 
East and parachute missions in enemy 
Europe. Half of them lust lheir lives. 

• 
At rhe war's end the cornrnon assumption 

was that the first victims of Hirlerism would 
be the first to be rescued by a sympathetic 
world. That the doors of Palestine would 
be promptly opened 10 the Jews was taken 
for granted, especially after the Labour 
Parry came to power in Grear Britain. 
President Truman, within two montbs after 
the end of the war, despatched Earl Har• 
rison ro Europe ro investigate the plight of 
the Jews. Upon receiving bis report, on 
August 31, 1945, the President requested 
rbe British L.ibour government 10 open 
Palesrin.e 10 the 100,000 Jewish refugees 
then in the German displaced persons camps. 

Almost rwo yea.rs have passed. The re­
f ugecs have not been admfrted to Paleitine 
except in insignificant numbers, even rhough 
the Anglo-American Committee - the 
eighteenth commis.!ion of inquiry sin« the 
Balfour Declaration - studied the problem 
anew in 1946 and again requested the ad­
mission of 100,000. Today the refugee 
colony in Gumany, Austria and I taly num­
bers almost 250,000. Every method of ex• 
clusion and repression has been utilized by 
the British government to prevent the entry 
of these people into Palestine. Bebind this 
policy is the larger purpoie of setking sup­
port for British imperial interests, both 
material and strategic, from the ruliQa 

elements among 1ht Arabs, even at 1he cost 
of defending a dccadenr f,udal and hier­
archical social sysrcm and at the same time 
violating rhc commirmcms embodied m rhc 
Palestine Manda1t. 

• 
Fivr hundred thousand Jews in Europe, 

almost half of the surviving Jewish popu• 
lation, "may wish or be impelled ro migrate 
from .Europe'', according to 1hr «port of 
the Anglo-American C..ommiltec of lnquiry. 
An exluusrivestudyby the commitree,couniry 
by couutry, revealed an active anri-Semitism 
which, added ro ,he unpowrishment ,ind 
the psychological horror of living in 
countries responsible for the .laughtttr of 
their families and friends, bas produad a 
frantic desire, as well as a need, to cmi­
grane. In ,he words of the commiuec, while 
"the govcrnmcnrs of the countries we visited 
expressed 1heir opl'()$i rion to arui-Sc.mitism ... 
tlus is a poison which after years of infcc• 
1ion r.ikes years 10 eradicate." 

The refusal of the British 10 admit more 
than a thm trickle of the di611laced Jews of 
Europe to Palestine has mobilized the en­
tire Jcwi,h community in opposition to this 
policy. l3oadoad :ifrcr bo.,rload of Jewish 
immigrants in past months has made its way 
to Palestine, only 10 be forcibly removed 
and sent 10 the Island of Cyprus. Ead, 
transfer has been accompanied by resistance, 
first on the parr of rhc immigrants them• 
selves, and second on that of the Jewish 
community. Reg3rding restrictions of the 
White Paper a, illrgal, the Jews of Pales• 
tine decline ro regard :1ny Jewish immigra­
tion as illegal. 

• 
All observers in Palestine report that 

the Jews will refuse a solution which fails 
to sarisf y their demand for the admission of 
refugees and for the right to conduct th.cir 
own affairs. 

In the opinion of Crossman and others 
the Jews will fight ro 1he finish to 
achieve their goal. Ben Gurion, chairman 
of the Executive Committee of the Jewish 
Agency, told Crossman in Palestine: ''In 
deciding our destiny don't make the mistake 
of thinking of us as Jews like the Jews you 
have in London. U1L1ginc that we are 
Englishmen fighting for our narional exist­
ence, and calcula1e thu we shall behave as 
you would behave if you were in our . . ,, 
s11uauon ... 
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KUPAT-AM BANK LIMITED 

BALANCE SHEET AS AT DECEMBER St, 1949 

LI AB ILITIE S 
SHA.RE CAPITAL 

AIJTHORISEO 
10,000 Ordinary Shares of LP. 5 ea<:h 
21,000 e~ Cumulative Preference Shares 

19,000 5~ Cumulattvr Ptt'!uence Sb.a.res 
··c·· ot LP. 5 eai:h 

ISSl1ED ANO PAlO 
8,670 Ordinary Sitar .. of LP. S eoch 
5,814 6~ Cmnulatl\'e Pr~fe.re.tte-t! ShattS 

"A" oJ LP. 0 each 
15.373 6~ Cumulative" Preference Shares 

"8 .. O{ LP. 5 r:.ch 
4$5 5'j; CumulatJv·o Prt!ettncc Shart-s 

·•c" ol LP. 5 each 

GENERAL RES'ERVl: 
DOUBTFl1L DEBTS R&SERVE 
CURRENT ACCOl1NTS, DEPOSITS and 

SUNDRY CREDITORS 
GUARANT&ES AN"D ENGAGEMENTS 

ON BEHALF OF CUST011ERS- ... contr.> 
PROFIT AND LOSS ACCOl1NT 

Balunc:e et 1.1.UMG 
DlvJdend declared bY Annual 

Oenc,ral Meelinl ol 16.0.l!MS 
LP. 4,!lli.2$8 

Bonut~cs ond 
.Donalio1)S " 0,439,:!SS 

PROFIT FOR TIJE nAR 

BILLS. MORTGAGES ETC. FOR SECl1RITY 

LP. MIis 
50,000.000 

IOS,000.000 

95,000.000 

250,000.000 

baaed 
33,350.000 

28,070.000 

LP. Mil~ 

raid 
33,350.000 

28,070.000') 

76,865.000 19,68-1.639') 

2,275.000 2,215.000 

l◄0,5607xio 83,;179.639 

14.0:!7.248 

10,954.613 

3,072.63$ 
~0.922.330 

25,000.000 
8,417.387 

SSl,352.1173 

23,995.015 

2,582,974,774 

A SS £T S 

CASH lN HAN'D AND AT BANKS 
INVESTMENTS - at cost or m.ark.tl pTfce 

whfclltwer lower: 
J3rttlah CovcTnmcnt ~ur·lll~ 

LP, MIis LP. llfllB 
1,099,372.073 

150,581.250 
Pales-Urte: Seeurltles and othe_r h'wcstm.ents 18,840.088 169,421.338 

SUBSIDIARY COMPANY -
Pafd o/ a of 09$ ahatt"t of LP, 5 each 
Advances 

BILLS DISCOUNTED -
less lnlC!l'Ut. n.~l,..ed fn a4vance 

LOANS, ADVANCES AND SUNDRY 
ACCOUNTS 

PROPERTY:-
Bulldtng nl Kalla and Soles 

nfle.r depre,ciatJon 
SO~ Sh:ltes in "Blnyanel Bank'' 

Ltd. (T . A.) at cost 

FURNITURE - .after deprecl.atton 
LIABILlTIES OF CUSTOMERS FOR 

GUARANTEES nnd ENGAGEMl:NTS 
- Set! c.ontra 

1.243.750 
838.695 

lbS.305. 7T.l 

553,534.328 

29.049.913 

19,671,000 

708,840.101 

48,720.913 

3,184,931 

551,352.973 

2,582,974.77' 

nnd COLLECTION - liff contra 1.13 I ,331.008 
BILLS MOIITGAG'£S •••. lor SECURITY 

nncl COLL£CTlON - F.f.."e contra 1,131.331.006 

• t Part or •1 B.. Pre.t. Shares converted lnto 
.. A .. Pret. Sha.res. ln A-t'C'0.1"dAn<!O whh t.bo 

St'ht'm~ of Convcnllon. 
0 1r~rlnrc ; \V~ G f .U8 K-r !'rl~ Cht'llrmnn : 

S. RAl •OPORT~ General Manas:cr. 

NO'l'E : - Cm)nmtecs h0\•e been givC"n by lh(!o B11.nk In rMJ)~t or 002 PollciN or ••lJnbtt!\hon llohetdo<ll" Sh~I lh1v1"1'1 Kupat Am. 
Asuda tu..dodll Ltd. 

Statcmen, Puniuant t:o Section 10'7'$J. Com­
panies Ordll\'11lce, lffl: -

AUDITORS' REPOltT: We have audltl-d lht' 8R1nnce Shecl ot Ku.s>:it Am Bank LJm.Jt~ u al Dettmber. 
31, 1948. u above set forth, we h.ove verWcd Uu~ cash tu h:u-.d and at Banks. the lnve:stmcnt.s and 
blltt, w" have chtotl\.cd lhc vouchtr11· ond documents :mci htwe ob'lained n11 the fntormntlon and 
cxplunat.Jons required. ln our opinion the: obove Bnta,tce Shcct l.- oro~rly drown \lP , ·o n to exhibit o 
tru~ and corttet vfc-w of the state of lh«!. Bonk'& allatrw, ~«ordtng to the best of our lntormatlon 
nnd the c.x.ptanatlotu gl\•en to ua :ma M ""hown by thf' book'\ of the Bank. 
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The profit ot the Substdh)t;• Company 
tor the year 1946 ~ not lncludt-d Jn 
lhc Bank'a aceounU. 

Director, : 
w. GL11SKIN, Chalrmon. 
S . RAPOPORT. Orncral l'tt.Ann.rer 

T~l Aviv, April IS, 1947. ROJANSKY, ST &RN a Co, 
Certlrlcel Auountan,,-AadUou 

THE PALESTINE CENTRAL TRADE & INVESTMENT CO. LTD. 

FOUNDED BY: 

Associated Firms 
and Muchants: 

SH.f\RE Cf\PITI\L LP. 450,000. -

THE CONSOLIDATED PIPB AND TRADING AND 
IRON STORES LTD. 

MANUFACTURlNG CO. LTD. 

JACOB BOTKOVSl<Y LTD, 
L. 0 LUC K MA N N LTD. 
OII R 8 H ON O U lt EVITZ 
MANN a 8EltlllMIN LTD. 
ARON NII TANEL 

u. 
N, 

PEAR LI N 

P£ C -KER 

LTD, 

LTD. 

111, PIIBLMANN(HI, l18t)LTD. 

E L . S AK.£8 L TD . 

TIMBER STORES LTD. 

S VIBSKY 

U . T A I 

BB O 11 . 

II g ll 

SA.LO.MON VENEZIA • CO. 

OSNBY Z l lllEIU IAN LTD. 

Sole Distributors of the products of THE PALESTINE PORTLAND CEMENT WORKS LTD. 

I 
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ZION INSURANCE COMPANY LIMITED 
IAlANCI SHUT AS AT 3hl DECIMIH, 1946 

SHARE CAPITAL 

LIABI L I T 1£S 
LP. Mlls 

A • lhor J.ud tn 
LP. Mfb 

Sb.aru of -LP. 1.- lu•e4 
Founde.l:'S' Shard 100.- JOO.-
5~ Non-CumuJaUve Participating 
Preferen«- Sh.&rff ·•A.. R~~­
able at \he option or \be Cornpany 
Ordlnary ShorN 

G£N:EnAL RESERVE 
OTB:£R RESERVE ACCOUNTS 
LIF& INSURANCE FUND 

10.000.­

•uoo.-
00.000.-

t'lR£, ACCIDENT. 'MARINE AND GENERAL 
INSURANCE t'UND 

CLACMS ADMI'l"l'lro O,R INTIJIIA TED 

10.000.-
30.MG.-

Fire, Accident. Muine and Ccncral lnt:uranc~ 26,t83.46$ 
Le• s Advaoccs 4.208.569 

- n:n.:aoo 
Ute Assurance 947.'192 

BALANCES DUE TO OTHER lNStlRJNC COMPAN[ES 
DEPOSITS BY RE,lNSURlNG COMPANT£S 

For Life Assurance Fund 
For Flreo. Accldffll, Marine and 

General Insw-ance Fund 

SUNDRY CREDITORS AND CREDIT BALANCES 
PREAUUMS RECEIVW IN ADVANCE (Nell 
INTEREST RECEIVED IN ADVANCE 
PROFIT AND L0SS ACCOUNT -

Bol.mc:e as at 31st Dec-ember, J.948 

37,294.300 

11,916.318 

LP. Mils 

pai d 
100.-

10.000.-
30,807.-

◄0,707.-

20,000.-
8.000.-

lll'7.&4S.2' I 

~2.◄63.340 

23,222.688 

10.506,643 

◄D.210.'1'17 

6,581.838 
3t71S.4,M 

n.m 

4,471.3.57 

387,010.187 

A S S I! T S 

CASR IN HANO ANO BALANCES Wl'l'H BANKS 
DEPOSITS WITH BANKS FOR FIXED PERIODS 

LP, Mils 
63,502.~9 
13,087-Sal 

SECURlTlES, ot ~l or mArkcl value. ----
whkh~cr i. tower 

8,000 l'llEFERENCE SHARES of LP. %.500 ...,b 
In the .Ju<lca lna:urancc., Co. Ltd~. 0.1 0031. 

MORTGAGES AND ADVAJ,ICES ON MOI!TGACE 
AGREEMENTS 

1.0ANS ttneludln,: Lr 10,343.638 gu.;1ranle<."<1 by 
tru: Keren Ka)•e'molh L<:bracl Ltd.• 

HOUSE PROPERTY, at .,...\, •• - De«! of S.ilc 
WANS ON CO~fl'AN'Y'S POLICIES, 

WITIUN THEl!t SURRENDER VALUE 
OUTSTANDING PREMIUMS 

7U2U79 

20.000.-

BALANCES DU£ FROM OTH&R INSURING COMPANIES 
SUNDRY DEBTORS, L<.•H llcoervo 
R.E-INSURlNC COMPANIBs 

lJJc, AtifUra.nc·e Pund 
t"lrc. A c.-c.ldent Mllrlne and 

O~n~rn1 rmurnnce l-"und 
Cl:.ims admlU('(I or Jnllmah.-d 

C0~1MI$SIONS FOR L.1:F£ INSURANCE 
ON ACCOUNT OF t'UTURE Y&J\JlS 

E. K l,ITZl!NOK 
J . S llRJ ER } 

18,28U91 
7,007.730 

A UDITORS' JUlP OllT TO TOE SUA Rt:JIOLD &ll11 OF 7;1ON l NSORAN(lE CO. LTD. 

LP, MIis 

76,580.930 

83,622.979 

611,648.511 

18,ZJ3,108 
5,000.-

?,UO.?S? 
%'7 ,645.878 
7,713.907 
2,IM.3S7 

74.'133.GSl 

11,813 .. Nt 

:181,010.187 

We havt" e:xamJned the above BaL1.ntt: Sbeel ot ZION JNS-URANCE CO. LTD. and have obtained oll the tntormotton ond CX'l)lanoUoJlS we have 
required. We hove vcrWed the cash tn hand, the b:tlnnces whh brut.ks, and the s«.urlHa. Tht- Jftttcr lnt"lude '-CC:urfll~ ot a nomlnal valut" ot 
LP. 7,000.- de:P()Sited with the Governmenl ol Pnles:Une i.n compliance wtlh lbe rt.<qulrenu:n.t.s or ~tt.Uon 101 of lhc Companl~ 01'dlnrincx,. 1929. 
A part of the morts:•aes. Joans and ltt'uriUC!S a,rc registered In the nllffle of tnunees on behnll of the C<:unpuny. Th(! ftboYl! Bala.nee Sht'Ct is In our 
opl.nton _properly drawn up ao as to exhtbll a Lrno ~md eorr«ii vl.ew of the !ii'lote: of lhc affair$.,, the abo\1c Jnsu-rance Compn.ny, according to the bcrl 
o.r OUT Jnfonnatlon and th~ expJan.ntJon.1 _Jivrn to UJ .and as a.hown by the books of the Compn.ny. 

Jerusalem. 7th Aprll. 19'7 

TNUVA-
PALEsT1NE's 

LARGEST 
MARKETING 

ORGANISATION 
OF 

FARM PRODUCTS 

BRA OOE a CO. 
Cb4r1th_~ A('<OOunltlnta.. Audlton 

~ ~· • " -,· . .. . 
al~~ • ., 

w N E 

COGNAC 

LIQUEUR 
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SOLEL BONEH LTD. 
The Contracting Organi sation of the 

Jewish Labour Federation In Palestine 

• • • 

GENERALCONTRACTORSFORBUILDING,ROAD 
CONSTRUCTION AND OTHER PUBLIC WORKS 

Also own and operate the following industries: 

LIME & STONE PRODUCTION CO. LTD. 
HA IF A • TEL-AVIV • JERUSALEM 

• • • 
KOOR. INDUSTRIES AND CRAFTS CO. LTD 

Coordinating Industrial Enterprises : 

VULCAN FOUNDRIES 

"HAMAT" TOOLS AND 

LTD., HAIFA 

MACHINERY 
MANUFACTURERS CO. LTD., TEL-AVIV 

THE PALESTINE \VJNDO\V GLASS WORKS 
"P HO ENICIA" LIMIT E D, HA IFA 

"H AW AK" LIMITED 
GENERAL BUILDING MATERIALS 

Tel-Aviv Factory for Silicate Bricks at Nachlat Y ehuda. 

"K H A R SA H" CE R AM IC WO R K S, HA IF A 

• • • 
THE PALESTINE PORTLAND CEMENT WORKS 

LTD. (Part Holding) 

• • • 
HAMGAPER LTD., HAIFA (part owners) 

Manufacturers of rubber and rcclaim.cd rubber products. 

• • • 
HBROUTH LTD. TEL-AVIV, HAIFA, JERUSALEM 
Suppliers, Contractors and Manufacturers of Water an.d 

Sanitary Installation~. 

• • • 
"OGEN" LTD., HAIFA 

Operating, Building and Repa_iring of Launches and Boats. 

• • • 
SHIKUN AMAMI LTD. Housing Co. 

HAIFA BUILDING CO. LTD. • HAIFA LANDS LTD. 
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• • • 
HEAD OFFICE: 

80LIL BONl!B D UO.D ING, Gli, llAllBOI/R 8T., UAU'A, 
P. o. o. IA ■ TELEPU ONIII cau-15 

BRANCH OFFICES: 
:19, Lll.lENBL1JM 8TU?ET, T 8 L • A V I V 
J , IIIN•'fl£U UDA 8T&EET, JE.&US ALEII 

HAMASHBIR 
HAMERKAZI 
PALESTIK& COOPERATIVE WHOLESALE SOCIETY LTl 

HEAD OFFICE: 
T 8 L /\V I V, ltA MASII BIR BLDG., S /\L/\M8B RD., P .O.B. 120 

P UONII 60.11-16 

BllANC liES : 

11 A I F /\. P . 0. B, ~l. J Ell II SALE 1111, P. 0 , B. C:18, 
PRONE -lt"U P RON E ..,_ 

THE CENTRAL SUPPLYING IMSTITUTION OF 
THE COOPERATIVE MOVEMENT IN PALESTINE 

SA LES DEPARTMENTS: 

GrtOCEllrES - FEEDlSO STUFFS / OltAINS 

A CllREALS-S£11D S / CUEilllOALS•FEaTILIZEas / 

AO RICULTUIIAL MACUl NEllY - TOOLS & 

L'll'l'LEMENTS / DAIRY EQUIPllHNT - llEl'&IG• 

ERATIOS / 11IJUO/\TION EQUIPMENT-PUMPS / 

USDUSTRIAL EQUU'MFCNT / 8NO[NEEllINO 

S UPPLl&S OF EV&JtY DESCRIPTION / FISHING 

a FlSU-llRllllDlNG EQ UIPMENT / BUILOl!fO 

MATl!RlAL$ - fUt:L <I LUBIUCATL"lG OILS / 

TEXTILES - POOT WEAR £TO, / STATIONEllY 

& WRITlNO M/\TERlALS / HOUSEHOLD & 

ICITCIJ EN UTENSILS 

INDUSTRIAL ENTERPRISES: 

SHEMEN LTD. / HAMC:AP&R LTD. / PALESTINE 

PORTLAND CEMfil>'T WORKS LTD./ BAT ZAMAR 

LTD. / MJN'AL LTD. / FLOUR & FODDER MILL / 

HAIOI.AYAL TEXTILE L'.J'D. / SEED CLEANING & 

SELECT!ON PLANT 

Some of the above (!rtiterprilH At~ operated JolnU_y 
with other comptutic..'S 

AGRICULTURAL MACHINERY AND 

IMPLEMENTS MANUFACTURED IN 

AGRICULTURAL SETTLEMENTS 

A F F I L I A T I O N S: 

HAMASHIIR HAMERKAZI 
(FINANCES&INVESTMENTS) CO. LTD. 

OONSUllEas· OOOPJ!llATION • 
l'llNO LTO. 

BAMASBBl&•l.Af!AIIUUIAX 
LTD. 
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STEEL BROTHERS & CO. LTD. 

J , K MIC H IE 
Ct,oJr""o" Moftogl"'O 

(INCORPORATED IN ENGLAND) 

1 J, McCREATH 

Mo"ODl"t 

DI R ECTORS 

SIR JOH N l,\11 W, T, HOWISON 

Auth011sed Cop,tol t t, ,000.000 • l<soed Coc,lul t. R~s,rve< ci 3 l 50.l/00 

E A S T NDIA MERCHANTS 
HEAD OFFICE : 24/28 LOMB AR D S T RE E T, LO NDO N E. C. 3 

BRANCHES : INDIA, BURMA, CHINA, CEYLON, THAILAND, CUBA 
PALESTINE, TRANSJORDAN, SYRIA, THE LEBANON ANO ITALY 

MILLERS, PRODUCERS AND EXPORTERS, IMPORTERS 

SHIPPING AND INSURANCE AGENTS 

MANAGIN G AOENCIES : 

INDO-BURMA 1-'f:TROLF.UM CO. 

A T T O C K O I I. C O . 

LID. 

I.TD. 

CONSOLIDATED COTION&OII MfLLS LTD. 

BURMA CEMENT C O . LTD . 

PY IN MA DEV ELOl>M ENT CO. LTD. 

LENYA MINING CO . LTD. 

SUBSIDIARY AND ASSOCIATED COMPANl t~: 

THE BURMA CO . I.TD. 

C A R .6 U T T A: CO . ( 1 9 2 8 ) L T D. 

GEORGE GORDON &: CO. (BURMA) LTD. 

STEEL BROTHERS & CO. (THAILAND) LTD. 

PALESTINE MrLLING Ill TRADlNG CO. LTD. 

IN PALESTINE, TRANSJORDAN, SYRIA AND LEBANON: 

GOVERNMENT OF PALESTINE AGENTS 

GOVERNMENT of TRANS JORDAN AGENTS 

GOVERNMENT OF SYRIA AGENTS 

GOVERNMENT OF LE 8 ANON AGENTS 

PRINCIPAL OFFICE: 43, KINGSWAY • P.0.8. 1412, HAIFA • PHONE 4596 

BRANCH OFFICES: 

PALESTINE JERUSALEM & TEL AVIV 

TRANSJOROAN AM M A N 

LEBANON 8 E I RUT 

IT ALV MILAN 

Cooperative Press "Achduth'' Ltd., Td Aviv, P.0.B. •)9 
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AY, r.1A Y 9, 1947. 

I 
U. N. ASKED TO SET 
JEWISH HOMELAND 
AS BASIS OF INQUIRY 

Dr. A. H. Silver, Representing 
Agency of Palestine, Cites 
Eminent Authors of Plan 

OR INTERIM IMMIGRATION 

He Urges Assembly Group to 
look Into DP Camps -
Russia Would! Enter Inquiry 

The t ex t of Bo.bbi Silvera 
1 s/,atcmcn; appcari 011 Paur t. 

By OLAYTON KNOWLES 
S ptdl.t to Tiu, Nsw YOl!lt Tut~ 

LAKE SUCCESS, N , Y., May 8 
-Internatlon&l obligations lo In­
sure development of a. Jewish na­
tional home In P11Je3tine must be 
the "basic and Irreducible" co.n­
alderalion in any lnqulry there. a 
spokesman !or the Jewish Agency 
for Palcslln♦ asserted today before 
the Un.lted Nations Aasembly'a 
Political and Security Commlttee. 

The Jew!tlh Agency, claiming lo 
s-peak for Jews the world over, 
subordinated ~ven other major 
requests to this one In submitting 
Its viewa lq the committee. It 
was the tlrat l.ime that the Jewish 
Age.ncy had received a. hearing be­
fore r. world tribunal. • 

Or. Abba lilllcl Silver. chairman 
of the American ~ellon of the 
Agency. p.rcsented the organiu.• 
tlon·a position In an eloquent. e\"en• 
tempered, thirty-minute address. 
Flanked by Moi,he Shertok and Dr. 
Nahum Goldmat11. fellow member• 
of the Agency executive. the S<I· 
year-old Zionist leader urged that 
the corqmittee of Inquiry that tho 
Assembly Is 11bout to name vl11it 
both Prucstlno 8'1\d Europe in lta 
search for a solu Uon. 

l!IU&'&"ette Jnqulry Elements 
Tile visit to Palesti ne, be said. 

would enable the committee to ex­
plore t ho polentlrultica of the 
country, seek the ca.u~s of the 
present tragic l!ln.reaL there and 
learn at tlrat band bow Great Brit• 
ain. the mandat ory power. la 
"carrylng out another o( its obliga• 
tlona. whkh la lo encourage clOM! 
~ttlemtnt of lhe Jews on the 
land." 

ln Europe, he clcelartld, the com­
mittee mould visit the dlaplaetd 

raona' camp■ to "see with their 
wn eycs the appalling human 

tragedy which mankind la permit• 
tlnr to continue unabated two 

Continued on Pase .a, Column 1 
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courts and tho Federal <!OUrts. MJ only ob­
Jectton to legllllatl•e proposal• on tbla point 
la that they would Ht lobor unions apart 
from e.·eryono ohle and from e,·ery kll>d ot 
orgc,ntzatton In the country. Tim hi accom• 
pl!abed by Clllowtug SUik In Federal coun, 
r<gardless or tile ._mount In eontroveroy and 
h\ dellance of tbe C0LUtltuUooal pl"O'ViSiOUI 
thftt JutlSd.lctlOll o! -~ prlvnt-e SUila In 
Federal courts aball be limited to thooe con­
troveniles In wbtch W•r• la a dtvenilty or 
clttunablp between tho parties. 

Concerning the vlW $UbJ4'Ct or medlaUon, 
I am dollnltc,ly against the creation or a 
me<ll8tlon board bec1u..e I do not• bell••• 
that device wlU promote lndustrlal peace. 
Here aro aome or the reuona r.or my con­
clust.on. 

Tile creaUon or aucb a board la hound to 
Jnterfero with and disrupt not only tile , •0111n­
tary mediation ot tbe OOnclllatlon servlce, 
but. a much la.rgcr area of aucctsaful coJ• 
lecUve bargaining between management and 
lRbor. This would ttnd to undermine that 
broad toundaLlon which tbe iwenUeth• 
century fund report.11.nds so essential Cor our 
oconorntc well-being and ror tile cause ot In• 
du.trial pence. 

Given a medlMlon bOard. both sides would 
tend to carry lmportan• lssUta atraJght to 
I.ht boarct "'ltttout mal<lng an, ,:ea! elfott 
to reach a voluntary ag·reeme.nt among 
themselves. We aaw this perrecuy a atural 
human tendency at work during the war. 
Time and Ume again. real negotlatl.ona be­
tween the pllrUca practically came to a stand• 
aUll, whlle tile prlnclpl\l$ got reaay ror the 
big show In Wuhlngton. 

Those Wbo know the work or tbe Con• 
ctllatlon ~rvlce realize that lut year our 
OommlBsloners &Ide<! in tbe peacdul setUe­
ment or 13,000 Industrial disputes. What'$ 
more, ln 9 cases out o! 10 where comm.is• 
41onus wore called ln before work haQ hal~Q. 
no 1toppage occurred. Lo.at year our con­
clllatoro alSO helped to a.?ttlo S,4-00 strikes. 
Nearly two-tblrda of tbese had begun beCon, 
either side calla<! upon the COncUlatlon 
&!rvlce. 

In my view, we would be very lll-advlsed to 
upset or bYJ>II&• th!JI highly useful machinery 
thrOugh we ostabllabment of a medlni!on 
board, 

And now • word or two about complllsory 
arbltraUon. To a good many people tbla 
IOOIIJI Ilk& art easy anawu to the strike PTOb• 
lem. But they overlook the tact thnt It 
compulaory arb!trntlol\ la to aucceed In dim• 
lnae.f.rlg walk-ouuo and lock-outs, It must et 
tile aame limo abOlhlll or restrict the right 
to contract. 

Thu. tbe principle of compulsory arbitra­
tion does •Jolonce to our whole Anglo-Suon 
concept or law. FOr It muat be reallud thac 
11 an arbitrator writes a contract which 
through a waae incre&H or any other pro­
vl&lon, incren.sea the cost to the employer. 
It 11i'IU then becOme. necusary ror the arbl• 
trator or aom• oovernment agency to look 
Int<> or d•termlne what lb• manufacturer 
may charge tor hli product. Thero la no es• 
caplng this chain or events, 

That la why bOtb labor end maMgemtnt 
are ao oppoH<I to such control.I. Tiley know 
that we cannot pruer•c our Cree O<!ODomy U 
Oovomment le to dictate the terms of labo<-­
management agreements. Suell a proceu 
does not lend ltoelf to a little compUJalon­
lt torecana tho end ot frttdom to contre.ci. 

Ten yenra bavo passed alnce the Supreme 
Court uphold the constltu.tlonallty of the 
Wagner Act. During that period tile ranJca 
or organized labor have lncreued very rap­
idly-management attltudea ba•e changed 
and are atlll changing. Stnce th• Wagner Act 
wu p--0, In 1936. a great body of la11i' 11M 
cteveloped In lnterpretlng the act and !ta 
meMllng. To a conolderable d•1ree the pro­
vhllOJU of thl• act have lnJluenccd tb• C0\11'511 
of collective bargalntna ltHlf, aa well aa tbe 

pottem of union rtcrultment. Tbus It LI 
very dllllcult to know Juat bow estenal•e or 
destructl\'e e.ny gfven cbange might prov• 
to be. 

'For tbat reason I have repeatedly urged 
the Cong,_ to make th!JI matter the aub­
Ject or a apeclsl atu(IJ' by a ccmm1ulon. aa 
President -r,umon recommended In bis atste 
of tb• Union mes.age. 

And 1 would atrongly,ecommend thatauch 
" otudy concern ltulf with the bw,lc tl\nS<la 
of labor dlopules ana tnduatrlaJ peace. Nat­
urally I would reco.mmend the klnel of •P· 
proacb that la gelll'ecl to today's reality and 
tomorrow·• potentiality. I woUld look for­
ward to the goal which u,,, people of this 
Nntlon seeJ<--ure abunclnnce In a world M 
poace. 

Soldiers' Cemeteries Overseu 

EX'lENSION OF REMARKS 
OF 

HON. OWEN BREWSTER 
o.r IU.llft 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 

F ridav. Mav l 6 <legislative dav of 
M o11d11v. A pril ZJ), 1947 

Mr. BREWSTER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent to have printed ln 
the AppendJx or the RECORD an editorial 
enUUed "Visits to Our Dead," published 
In today's Washington Post. The edito­
rial deals with the situation 1n regard 
to our cemeteries overseas. 

There be.Ing no objection. the editorial 
was ordered to be prlnt1!d In the RECORD, 
as follows: 

V1Srrs TO ova or .. Ut 

There la aomelhlng 8""rllegloua, almoat 
ghoulish, about the practice now going oo 
ot d!Jllmorlng our war d••d 1111d slllpplng 
them 1>1101' to tbla country ror reburial. We 
are glad that Prealdent Truman has aug­
gested an altemauve to thla painful procep 
In the form ot overaet\S pngrlmagta tor next 
or kin. The Ptealdent'a proposal la similar 
to tho procedure odvoc.ted editorially by 
tbla ncw,pap,,, on March 13. Mr. Truman 
expressed aptly tho ewmtlally ·ttumanltarlan 
and equalltRrlan conslderatloua lnvol\'ed. 
."I feeJ sure," be said, "that It they could see 
for tbemaelvea tJ)e care Which la devoted to 
the graves or I.hose who died In tho Flrot 
World War, and to u,e temporary cuneterles 
In wblch their own doad lie burled today, 
many or the next of lctn would prefer that 
their Jo•ecl ones aboUld rest rorever In tile 
countries where they Cell." 

Congret11 llaa appropriated a210.000.COO. or 
approxlml\tely ,110 par bC)(ly, ror return or 
war a•I\CI to the United States. We do not 
advocate repeal o! mhl measure. stnce tbe 
process Is Already under way. Poo&lbly there 
are eome tam!lles to whom the move would 
be comforting though the renll'wed gnet ad.a 
t. mlUIOChl.ltlc n.ote. We do think. how••or, 
that from the atandpolnt of their own even­
tual gatlatactlon, n•n or ktn ought to be per­
mitted the atterMtlve of an oversea, vl•lt 
to the graves, We hope, therefore. that Con­
groaa wlU adopt a plan almllar to that con­
tained In a blU Introduced by Repceseotatlve 
St. George to m•ke such pilgrimages poMlble, 
mucb In the same w11y tbu Government aid 
waa provlded ror ouch trips attar World war 
I . Indeed, It I.a too bad that relatives cannot 
11.rst make tile trip,, to the neat and tnsplrlng 
cemeterle1 where our war dead rest with 
their comrade1, and then decide whether 
they With the bodies roturnod. U thl1 were 
tho caH, we are conlldent tl'lat the over­
whelming eenUment would be for leaving 
the 1ravt1 undeucrotod. 

The Seealor Who Walks Alone 

EXTENSION OF REMARKS 
OP 

HON. W. LEE O'DANIEL 
Of TEXAS 

IN THE SENATE OP THE ONITEO STATES 

F rida71, Map 16 <lcq/8/a/ive da11 of 
Mo11dav. April 2n. 19n 

Mr. O'DANIEL. Mr. President. I ask 
unanimous consent to have printed In 
the Appendix of the R tCORD an editorial 
entitled .. Tbe senator Wbo Walks 
Alone," wrltt.en by Robert W. Akers, edi· 
tor of the Beaumont <Tex.> Ent.erpr1$e. 
and published In the Enterprise or the 
tssue or May 9. 194'1. 

'I11ere being no objection. the editorial 
was ordered to be printed in the Rtt0ftD, 
as follows: 

THE UNATOR WHO WALKS ALOMS 

(By Robert w. Akers. editor, the E~terprlse) 
The Tel(ans In Wa.slllngton •tick together­

Congressmen. new&pn_per corretipondents, 
oovcrnmont olllclala. Any gotllerlng that 
calls ror the pre:senee or the LOne Star d.ele• 
gallon finds Lhcm all thero. au , that lo, ex­
cept w. LU O'OANttL. 

Tho cnplloJ TeXJU1 colony now tatces this 
situation ror grant"4. To ,. visitor who In• 
qulroa, as r did last month, "Where·• Sen­
Rtor O'Dt.Nm.?", the reply la a ahrug. a 
haatJly sp0ken. "Ob. be never comes to those 
tblngs.'' a change or subject. 

Ju•t wben thla situation 1tarted, I don't 
know. but J Judged lt mun not have been 
long alter the Junior Unite<! St.ates &na­
tor l\rrlvod In Wa.slllngton lo 1941. It •P· 
pears the ,est or tbe Texll.lls ln Congrefl• 
quickly concluded he didn't care to "Play 
hoJI" with tham, politically apealtlng. 

l t also appears outwe>rdly tbu t.bla lnte_r­
preU\Uon la all right with Mr. o·o.u,1sr.. Be 
goea his own way and votta hla own way. l n 
a wge proportion or lnatancea bla vot.e la not 
cast with that or the 0<,mocra.tlc regulans. 
those who go along with tllo admlnl.ltrnuon 
leadership. 

Those d.llferencea or opinion have put 
O'DAm.ei. on th• bnclt. row aa far ,.. Fodcral 
11,ppol.ntm4'0t. In lhe Stale are concerned. 
And u,ni. In turn, bu led to the recently ex­
hibited antagonism between O'D•NttL and 
senator CoNNALLT . long-time party wheel­
bon;e, who ge1,1 nrat choice 111 patronage 
deelalona. 

It also means that when aolegattona come 
to Wuhlngton I04'klng ualat1tnce on f'edual 
matters they head ror senator CoNNAl.l.T '" 
office. The senior Senator·• long and lofl\l 
service as a DemocmUc MemlN!r or Congreu 
hae made blm a m.an of great lntluence. 

In 1948 O'OAl'ID.1. will ask reelection and 
lllat campaign la llkely to be the moet ctltlcal 
teat ever raced by thhl unortbOdOJt pollllclan, 
who has never yet IOU II vote conleflt. 

0·O•1<1EL'a poUUcal euttr baa been con­
tradictory. He goea alter votes on a maaa ep­
pe,il baala-mualc, entertainment, ahlrt• 
aleoved appearances b<!fore the crowd, de• 
manda ror beneOta tor the old folka, fiery de• 
nunc111tloN1 that bring the Camlllar cry, "Pour 
It on '•em, Pappy." • 

Jn the Senate, however, he votes like a 
sound, con.sernuve bu&1ne1111man-whlch Is 
what be la. In hct. Bl.I lqlalallve dec!JIIONI 
ha~e obvlou.ty been made on a baata of per• 
sotlal conviction and not on party rogularlty. 
Beeauae he LI a conurvatlve busln.,..miui, by 
backgroun<l, thoeo personal convictions bnve 
b<!en, time alter time. contrary to Democratic, 
especially New Deal, policies. He LI wltb tile 
Republican. on many an laaue. 

A great man,y Texna hualnesam4'D, IICelong 
Democrats though Ibey are, wlU oay \lllbesl• 

• 
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taU.ngly, "O'DAHl'.SL'& dolne a good Job up 
there. Be hns o common-eenae attitude and 
he ,·ot4>8 hll p<enonlll bol!efs." 

So 1948 wlll bring a dramntla abow-clown, 
Will T~llns, tradltlonolly Insistent upon 
oemocntlc regularity. return tor another 6 
years a Senator who baa pald &cant at.te.n .. 
tlon t6 patty policies? An O'Danlel victory 
wouJd be not ollly a tribute to hi.I Jl"r&0na1 
popularity but an acceptance ot senJ1torll\l 
re~ntatlon that dev!otea Jrom tl'le atrlct 
p arty lh>e. 

Opposing the Junior SenatOT are expected 
to be Coke soo,eruoou. alllo an eeonomlc con• 
aervative. and LYNDON JOB'NSOlrf, wb.o came 
wtlhln a hair's breadth ot defeating O'OA.NTIIL 
1n a ape;:lal ,enaiorlal elec,tlon In 1941. 
J0J:lHIIOH, wl,o n,pr-llts the Austin dl.ltrl<li 
1n oongr-, has atrengthened bis State• 
wide political re.nee,, &Ince bl.I return trom 
war eervtce and obvioualy bope.s to move 
forward. 

Sl<lte-wlde polls lndlCllte tbat Q'DAlfll',l. 
h as ton much 1uength since he won by a 
comfortable margin over Jamea V. AIJJ'ed ln 
the regular elecdon of 1942. 

The Senator ,ay1 he LI not won-led ny 
tttaw votea: that be la conll<lent ot reelec­
tion when the ballottng really counu, and he 
contltluea to b8 t.h<• Senaior who wt.llr.a 
alorut, Be LI out of tbo Republican cnunclla, 
because ho 11 a Democrat. and lie LI out of 
tbe Democratic counclla bccaUS4 of an all· 
IP'-l•ely lndep<endent attitude. 

Do 1 tb1nJr. he'll be TeelCCted ln 19487 1 
wouldn'i even guesa now. But. Just on a 
basis 01 his perfect e1ect1on-w1.nn1ng ·record, 
J cert&lnly woUldn't bet agalnn him. 

~~,Palestine Problem 

EXTENSION OP REMARKS 
OP 

HON. J. HOWARD McGRATH 
or aaoo• JJll.AJfD 

IN nu: SEN A TE OP THE llNITlm STATES 

E'rlf!.a11, Ma11 16 <legislattve da11 of 
Mo11da11, April 21), 1947 

Mt-. MoORATB. Mr. President, at the 
recent speclaJ session of the Uolted Na• 
tlons General Assembly called to consider 
the Palestine problem. three splendid 
statements were made by the spokesmen 
for the Jewish people. 

These a~uments. presented by Dr. 
Abba Bille! Silver, of Cleveland. president 
of the American section of the Jewish 
Agency tor Palestine; by Mr. Moshe 
Shertok. bead of I.be polJtlcal depart­
ment or the agency and by Mr. David 
Ben-Gurlon, the chairman of the execu­
tive committee of the Jewish Agency, set 
forth fully the historic right and JustlJI. 
cation of the Jewish people to establtsh 
A homeland and a Jewish state in Pales­
tine. 

The three statements comprise a mag. 
nlftcent presentation of the Jewish ease 
and a splendid review of the historic 
American support or tbls great cause, 

I commend these statements to ~be 
attention of all fair-minded people In­
terested In a Just solution or one of the 
world's most pressing problems, and· I 
request their publications 10 the CoN­
c .. aSioNAL RECORD for the lo.formation 
of the Congress and the country. 

Inasmuch as the statements are 
rreater In extent than b permitted under 
tbe rule, I have secured from the Public 
Printer an estimate of the cost of pr1Dt­
ln11 them, which will be t•2e. 

There ~1011 no obJectlon, the state­
ments were ordered to be printed In the 
RECORD, as foflows: 
9rATDCSJC't BT Ila. ,.,..,. Bn.LsL $n.fla, MAT 

8, 19'? 
I should lllte to gay at the ouiut that were 

Mr. David Ben-Gurlon, ch"1tmllll of the 
JeW!ah .ageucy tor Pa1..,t1no, here t.bls morn­
ing, be would be mak.lng lhll statement. 
Onfortuoat<!ly, the arrival of Mr. &n-ourlon 
bu b«n delayed. He will be here tomorrow, 
and I hope that tn lbc courae of tbe deUl>era. 
tlona he will bOve en opportunity to partlcl• 
pale bere. • 

Permit me to tbanl< tbe Asaembty or tbe 
Onlt<>d Nat1ona tor gnntlng the Jewish 
Agoncy for Paleatlne a llearlng on the ques­
tion which LI before lhla committee, We ue 
graterUJ tor the oppo,tunlty to take counsel 
wtt.b you tn tbe matt.er or cotatltutlng and 
instructing a apeclal committee of tbla body. 
which I• w study the problem or Pnlestlne 
and to bring In recommendatlona for the 
future government of tbaC: country. We 
trust that our participation ln tbeH de• 
liberations will be helpful and wlU prove to 
be a contribution to the Just eolutlnn o! lbl.l 
grave lntenwtlolial problem which tb1a 1n. 
tttnAtlnoal community ta now earnestly 
seeltlng. 

Such a 1111ceeatul .olutlon will prove a 
blesslng not only to Paleatlne and to au Its 
lnhobltante, to the JewJah people, to tM 
ceuae ot world pttee, but It ww aJao enhance 
tbe moral authority and prestige o1 lbla 
great organisation for world Juttlce and 
P"ace upon Which 10 many blgb hopes ot 
manl<lnd n~ rut. 

PLEA.DD OVA OUTLOOK 

We are pleued tbn tbe Palestine problem 
will now be renewe<1 by a.n lnt.etnatlonal 
bOdy and that the thought and conscl.ence 
or mankind wlll now be brougbt to hear on a 
attuauoo wbJcb heretofore, md tor some 
rean now, bas been made extrem.ely dUll­
cult by unllaterl>l action and by declalona 
made, presumably w!lhln tbe tcrma ol a 
mandatory trust. but actually without tbo 
aanctlon or eupuvlslon ot the lntunattonAI 
body whtch eatabllahed that trult &lld Which 
defined both Its Jlmlla and lta pn.rpo11••· 

The admlnlatratlon or PalOlltlne baa, ~lone 
tbe ou~bn,alr. ot tbe war, been conducted by 
tbe mandatory powers aa U It were vested 
WIU> the eoverelgn ty of Palestine; whereas It 
la uaumed to admlnllter that counu-y, of 
Wblch It was not the ao.-ettign. as a trustee 
tor carrying out the purpoees or tho mandate. 
Wblch Clearly deAned It& rlghta and !ta obll• 
gatlom. 

Tbe problem of hleatlne II, ot-courae, ol 
paramount Importance to tbe Jowl.lb people 
and that tact, I take It, m.oU-.ted tile ~n­
e.ral Aascmbly ot the United Nattona to extend 
an lnvlt"Uon to tho Jowl.lb agency ol Pales- • 
tine to pre~nt It.a view•. We 1hant al! lhOH 
Wbo eo warmly urged our &dmtaalon to,: tllelr 
good Will and lbdr gaJ.laM action. Tbe Jew• 
!ah agency. you will -JI, la recognized In 
the mandate for l'aleattne u a public body 
authorized to tpeal< and act on behalf o( llle 
Jowl.lb people In and out nt Palestine In 
mattera altecllng the eelabllabmeM ot tbe 
Jewlah national home. 

n la the only rOCOgnlr«I public bOdy In 
the mandate. Ji ts tCCOIJUleed .. SU.Ch, to 
quote article f . .. . • • for the purpooe of 
advll!lng and cooperating with tbe admlnla· 
in1t1on of Palestine In aucb economic, aocln.l, 
ind other mntlOTII u may affect tbe estab• 
ll•bment of tbe Jewl•h national home and 
the lnter'ffts Of the Jew\all popUlatlon In Pal• 
eatlno and. subJect aJwara -to the control or 
the administration, to assist and take port 
1n the development ot the country." • 

Under article II, the Jewlah aaency la en• 
titled turther u, COOp<etale with tbe adlnln• 
llltraUon In permlttJq ... • • •I- •«­
tlemant by Jewa on the land": and, by article 
11, It Ill g!••n a preterrld • tatu, In respeci 
to the conatructlon and operaUon of publlo 

worlrs and the development of tho natural 
, ..,urcea of tbe country. 

Tbe Jewl.lh agency, which we hnva tbo 
honor to represent, therefore. 61)el\u not 
merely for th& organlUd Jewlob community 
or Palestine, the democ:rAtlcally elected Na• 
Uottlll Onunoll of Palesttne Jn,'tl, who are W• 
day the ploncorlng vangunrd In the build• 
Ill& o.f the Jewish nsttonlll bome: It epcaks 
a1&o ror lhe Jewlah people ot the world, who 
are devoted to tbla historic Ideal, !or It W11S 
charged, by the aame. srtttle • or the man­
date, •· • • • to SOC'\ll'e lbe cooperat.10·0 of 
au Jewa who tUe willing to "'"'J.st In the eatat>• 
l tabmcnt ot lite Jewll!h nnllonal home." 

I have apoken ot "the Jewish peaple" and 
"the Jewll!b nation•! home." In defining L~ 
terma ol .. reronce ot the com.mlt<ee or In• 
qulry wbJch you -..,.. to appolnt, and In all 
tile committee·• future lnveatlgatloll8, these, 
ID my Judgment, ahGU)d be regar<led ... key 
terms and baalc concepts. Tbey were the key 
terms and the basic concepta or Lbe 13alrour 
Declaratlon and or llle ruand1te under which 
Palestine ts, or should be, administered 
tOday. 

To proceed wllhout relation I() lbem would 
be Lo detour Into a p&)1uca1 w1lderneaa as tar 
u Paleetlne LI concerned. To treat the Pal• 
estlne problem aa If It were one of me~ly 
reconclll'lS tbe CIIIJettnets b8t..,een two oec­
tl0ll8 of the popU!ftll0D p-nLly Inhabiting 
tbe country, or ot llnd•ng a haven tor • cer­
tain number or n,rugc .. and dlaplaced p<er• 
10oa. WOUid ollly contrlbu~ to oonfllslon. 

a.u .rcn:nt oac:LA.tAno:N c:rrzo 
'111• Balfour Declaration, wblcb w11a t,gued 

by His. M.ajcais,•a Oovernment. aa a "• • • 
declara.lon or 1ympatb7 wllh Jewlall Zlontst 
aaplrntlon," declaree: 

"B.la Majeo.ty·• Gosernment view with 
tavor lbe esl&bllahmeol In J>aleaune of a 
national home ror tbe Jewlah people." 

The ma1>date, In Its preamble, recognizes 
" • • • the blstortcn1 connection ot tbe 
Jewt•h people with Palestine" and ... • • 
tbe grounda for reconltlt\>tlng"-1 call your 
attenUon to the \\'Ord "reconatltutJng"­
"thelr national home In that country." 

Those lnterna1 loD111 oommltments of a 
quart<!r ot a centur1 ogo, wbl<b llowod trom 
the recogriltfon of blatorlc right• and pres<>ot 
needs. nnd upon whlcll so much baa already 
been bullt In P1IIC$llne by the Jowl.lb people, 
cannot now be erQ:8ed. You canno\. tum 
i.clt the bl\nda Ol tbe clock of btstory. 

Certalnly, llle tlnllcd Nations, gnlded by 
Its great principle, proclaimed In Its Charter, 
"to eetabllah condlttone under which Justice 
ftnd reepe.,t tor the obllgallons arising from 
treat.lea nnd otller 10urcea or lnternottonal 
law can be malotAln~:• can nevu aanctJo.o 
the vtolatlon ot tN!atle. Md ot lnt;,matJonlll 
law. 

Bnvlng tbla and slmUnr altuatlona In mind, 
a apeclllc provlalon, ,ou wlll recall. wna writ­
ten Into the chnpter or the Charter of lhe 
United Nations which deals wltb territories 
Wlllch might become truateeablp terrll()rlea, 
and which la tb1'Tefore especlnllJ applicable 
to territories now un~cr mandnte. Tbla la 
article 80 of lite Charter. Which ttads: 

"lbtcept 11a may be agreed upon In lndl• 
vldUt\l trusteeship 11greementa. made unc1,er 
artlcl .. '1'1. 79, and 81, plAc,lng each territory 
under the trustettblp a)'llem. Md until aueb 
agree1Mnle have been concluded. notblng 
tn lble chapter atul.l.l be con,;i.rued In or of 
ltaelf to alttt In an:, manner tbe right& 
whataoever of an:, mm or an:, peoplea or 
the terms of ~ lltlng lnternollonol tnatru· 
menta. to •blcb mffl>l>ert or the Onltecl Na• 
tlom ma:, ,.,.peet1vel)' be parties!' 

I t LI t1,e p<en,pectlve of your commlltee or 
Inquiry on tlle entire problem wblch, In our 
Judgment, Will prove dOCIBlve. I~ wlU Cl•• 
d lrectlon and will greatly expedite lta woclr, 
and lta con<IU.lon• Will pro,·e of con.uuc­
t lve elgnlJlcance, 11 It wlU keep the proper 
per,,pectl.-e always 1n view. 

A ~•ration ago tbe tnternatlonal com• 
munlty of th• world, ot ,rblch tbt Ulllted 
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Natlom today Is the political and aplrltunl 
heir, decreed that tile Jewlsb people ahould 
be given tile rlgbl, long denied, a11d tile op­
portunity to rcconsUtule their national 
home In Palestine. That natlonlll home ls 
ottll In the making: It h>a not yet been fully 
e1tabllshed. No luternattonal communtty 
ha• canceled or even quenloned thai rlgbl. 
The mandatory power. which WIJI entrusted 
with the obJJgatlon to anregunrd the oppor­
tunity for the contlnuou.s growth and de­
velopment or t.ht Jewts.b 11ational home. bas 
unfortunately 1n recent yeara gt1e,•oua.1y in­
terfered with and clrcumsarl- It. That 
opportunity must now be ru11y restored. 

Wilen will the Jewl4h natloMl home be 
an accomplished tact? The answer to that 
question g,ay well be given bi• the man who 
wa.s Prime Nln14ter or Oreat Britain at the 
time when the Balfour Declaratlc>n was ls­
aued. I am quo~lng u,e t<0st1mo.ny or Mt. 
Lloyd Oeorge, given before the Palestine 
Royal commuslon tn U137 : 

"There would be no doubt." be said. "u 
to what the Oablnet then bad In their minds. 
It was not their Idea that a Jewish ata,e 
should b<O set up lnunedlately by the peace 
lTeaty. On the otbe.r hand, lt was oontcm• 
plat.eel that, wben the t.lme arrh·ed for ac­
cording representaUve Institutions to Pales­
tine, tr tho Jewa bad meanwhile reeponded to 
the opportunity atrorded them and bad be· 
come a <lellnltc majority o! the lnbabltants, 
then Pates-tine would tbU4 become a Je•'isb 
commonwealth.'' 

"Tb• notion that Jewlsb Immigration," he 
continued, "would have to be artlftct,,lly re­
strlct<Od tu order to 1,uure thRt the Jews 
would be a permane.nt mlnorlty, never en­
tered Into the head oT anyone engaged In 
framing th" policy. That would hove been 
regarded as unJ11$t and os a fraud on the 
people to whom we were appe:llil1g." 

Tbl4 some onawer could nlao be given by 
Mt. Wlnoton OburcbUl, wl>o was on Impor­
tant member or the Government wl>tcl> ls· 
aued the Balro11r Oc<tlaratlon: by General 
Smuts. who was a member of tile Imperial 
War Coblnet at the time and who foretold 
an Increasing atrel.lll of Jewlsb Lmmlgrotlon 
into Po.lt$ttne and "'ln generations to cornc. 
a gTeat Jewlllh atM.e rising tbere once more": 
by Lord Robert cecn, and by meu>y others. 

QUOn:8 WOODJlOW WU.SON 

A.merlcan atatnmen aharcd tbu view ot 
the Jewl4h noUonat home. Thus, President 
WUaon, on Mt\rc:b 3, !919, stated: " I em per­
suaded that the Allied nntlons, Wllb the 
t-ullest concurrence ot our own Oovtrnme:nt 
and people. are agreed that In Palestlne &hall 
be laid the toundotlona or a Jewlsll com­
monweallb ." 

That the Government ol the United State& 
doee not now coNlder tbe Jewish national 
home as already eatabll4hed 11 clearly 1tated 
tn the letter or Presldont Truman to King 
Ibn !laud. or Slludl Arabia, dated OCtober :19, 
1946. He wrote: 

''The oovernment and people or the United 
States bavc given auppo,-t to the concept or 
the Jewlsb na.Uonal home In Palestine ever 
since the tenntnatlon or the Flrat World 
War, which resulted tn the tre<>lng or a large 
arec, or tho Near East, lnclucUng Palestine, 
and th<> establishment oc a number or w­
dependent States which are now membenl or 
tile United Nations." 

'"The United States," wrote President Tru­
man. "which contributed Its blood and re­
aourcee to the winning ot that war, could 
not divest ttaelf or a certain respon1tbutty 
for the manner In which the treed territories 
were df•pooed or or toe thp fate or the peoples 
llberBtcd at that time. It took the poaltlon, 
to whlcl, It atut adb.,..,., that tbe&e people 
oboUld be prepared for 111tc-governmcnt, and 
also that a national home ror the J ewlsb peo­
p111 abould be enabllehed In P~lestwe. 

"I 1.m boppy to note:· decla«d the Prttl­
dent, •that moat of the liberated pe0ples are 
now oltlzeia ot Independent countrl... Tbe 

Jewish national home. however, hM not as yet 
been CUiiy developed." 

It should, of course. be clear-and l regret 
that statements l'.Ot\de by certain rcpresenla­
th1ea In recent dRya have tended to confuse 
whnt about ' be clenr-tbst. when we speak or 
a Jewish state, we do not hove In mind any 
ractal state or any theocrauc state. but one. 
wh.lch wlJI be based upon full equality and 
rights tor all Inhabitants without distinction 
or religion or race e.nd without domtnntton 
or subjugation. What we have In mind by 
the J ewish &tote Is most succinctly at.at.ed 
In a reaolu \Ion adopted by the Brl ti.sh Labor 
Party to 1945-now represented by the pres­
ent Government or tbe Onlt('d !tlogdom. 
which rcqueilted thl4 special aesston of the 
United Notions. l am quoting: 

"Here we halted hallway, Irresolutely be· 
tween contllcllng pollcles. But there ls surety 
neither bope nor meaning In a Jew!Sb no• 
tlonal home. unlegg we are prepared to let 
tho Jews, If they wish, enter this tiny land 
In aucb numbers •• to become a mojorlty. 
The.re was a atrong ense tor th.la before the 
war. and there ls an Irresistible ca.Se tor It 
now:· 

When your committee of Inquiry will 
come to consider proJ)o&all tor lhe future 
government or Palestine, tht& ltuecapable 
ond trreduclble ractor-tbe lnterruitlonat 
obllgat.lon to Insure the continuous develop­
ment of tbe Jewish national bom&--abould 
be kept, In our Judgment, constantly In 
mind. l believe It WOUid be enremely help­
ful LO the committee oI tnqutry If tho man­
datory government would present the ac­
count or Its si.ewudsblp of the Palestine 
mandate to It rather than wait for the next 
assembly or tbe Un.lted NaUons. It would 
IIIISIB' tbe comm.lttee In thinking through 
the problem and at urlvlng at helpful rec­
ommendntlon.s for the future government or 
Pateotlno. 

It 1s lltogtcal, I rear. to aak the committee 
or Inquiry to conatder the luture govern­
ment of Polestlne without ftrtt moltlng o 
thorough study or the present government 
to dlsco1•er wbnt was faulty In the preseM 
11dmll1l1tratlon, what neglect and What de­
•latlona occurred to have brought about a 
concltllon 10 dangerous and exploalve as to 
neceultote the convoking of a apeclal ses­
■ton of the Ontted Nation• l.o deal wtth It. 

I bdleve that the committee oc Inquiry 
•hould most certainty visit Palestine. Writ­
ten documents arc lmport•nt. but lnftnlt.ety 
more luatructtve are tbe living documenta. 
the vu;tble testimony of creative eaort and 
achlevement. In Palestine they will ace 
whnt the Jewish people. Inspired by tbc hope 
of reconstituting tills nlltlonal home ari.er 
the long weary centu.rles or their homel ... -
neM. and retying upon tile honor and the 
pledged word or ~be world commw,tty, bas 
aci11cved In a tcw 1hort years against gre3t 
odde and -mlngly Insurmountable l>nndl· 
caps. 

The tuk was ellJ)rmous-untn.lned bands, 
Inadequate mean.a, overwbctmlng dlfficulttes. 
Tbe land waJI stripped ond poor, neg)eateCI 
through the centuries. And tile period or 
building took place between two dU.Utroua 
world won when European Jewry was sbl\t­
tered and lmpoverl&.hed. Nevortheleso, tbe 
rceord ot pioneering achievement ot the 
J ewish people In Paleatlne hu receh•ed the 
acclaim o! tbe entire world. And ""bat wa.s 
buJlt there with eoc,tal vision and high bU• 
man Idealism has proved a bles&lni, we be· 
lteve, not On.If to the J ew• oc Palestine but 
to the Arabs and to other non.Jewish com• 
munltles u well. • 

That the return of the Jew, to Palestlne 
would prove a ble811ng not only to them­
aelvoa but alao to their Arab neighbors wu 
envisaged by the Bmlr Pet,at, who wu a 
grent leader ot the Arab peoples, at the 
Peace Conference tollowlng the Pint w orld 
War. On March 8, 11119, he wrote: 

"We An.be look With the deepen l}'lllpat.bf 
on the Zlonln m ovement, our depu'8tlon 

bore In Parts la fully acqunlnted with the pro­
po8,'llS submit~ yrsterday by t!IC Zlonts, 
organt.zac.ton to the Pe-ace: Conference, and 
we. rcgud th.em a.s mOdt.rnte nud p·roper. We 
wUJ do our best, insofar ns we are concerned, 
to help them through. We will w1s11 tbe 
Jews R m06t bentl)· welcome home. l look 
forward. nnd 1nr people with me took ror­
ward, to a tut.Ute in whtcb we wUI help you, 
and you wlll help u,. so that the countries 
In which we are mutually tnureated may 
once agclln take their places In tho commu­
nity or c1V1J12ed people• or the world." 

Your commltt.ee of lnqulry wlll conclude. 
we are conftdent, thnt I! allowed to de1·elop 
uninterruptedly the standards or life which 
have been de,1elope:d tn Palestine. the con­
cept.a or social Ju.slice and the modern acten­
t1no method wrn seM·e at< a great 1tlmutu.s 
to the rebirth and progreA or the entire 
Near East with wblcb Palestine and with 
which the destlnlee or the Jewish na\.tonot 
home are naturally bound up. 

Your committee or Inquiry should ai.o con­
sider the pot<ontlallUcs or the country. wbJC!h, 
tr properly developed, can, aocordlng LO tile 
expert testimony or tboae moat quallJled to 
speak on tho 1ubJect, sustain a population 
much great<lr than tho prel!<mt one. Many 
more projects wblcb wut result In great eco­
nonllc and social lmproveme.nt.., not alone 1n 
Palestine but In all the netgbborlng coun­
tries. are awaiting development pending a 
aati.ractory poUtlcal solution. 

WOULD INVESTIOATS Vl0L$'NC'f; 

The comm!ti.ee or Inquiry should, while In 
1'111.,.ttne. also look Into the real. <he lunda• 
mental caUBes of tJ'\e tr-agtc unrest and vto­
tence which today mar the Ille or tho Holy 
Land to which our Jewish pioneers came, 
not with weapons but with toots. They will 
Inquire, I am sure. why a peace-loving com­
munliy. Who«le sole lnterelt WM In building 
a P8ce!ul home an<l future for themselves 
and tbelr children. Is belng driven to the 
pitch or r0$elltm<,nt and tension and lamen­
tably driving some or lta members to nct101u 
which we all deplore. 

They wlil ask them..,tv,a. I om sure, why 
shlploods oc helpless Jewish reCugee&-mcn, 
women. and children who bl\ve been through 
all the hell• or N0%1 Europe-are being dTIYen 
away trom the •shores or the Jowl.sh notional 
hor:ne by a nu1odatory governnient whtch as• 
sumed. as Its prime obllgatl.on, t<> taallJtate 
Jewish Immigration luto \bot oountry. 

They will also tnveallgate, I hope, bow the 
mandatory government ts earrytng out an­
other or lta obllt!otlona. which waa to encour­
age also settlement or the Jews on the land; 
when, In actua.l prl\Ctlce, It Is today severely 
renrlctlng rrce Jewlsll setUemcnt to an aren 
lesa tllan 6 percent or that tiny country, and 
It en!orclng to<loy In Ille Jewlab national 
home dlsertmlnntory racial laws which t he 
mandate, aa well ns the CbJU'ter of lbe Onlt!'(l 
Nations, severely condemns. 

By way or digression let It be satd-U It 
need be Sllld at all-that we ue not engaged 
nor shall we be engngcd In any erltlclsm or 
condemnation or the people or the United 
Kingdom. We have oo quarrel with them. 
On the contrary, we have the highest regard 
and lldmlratlon tor tbat people and ror It& 
monumental contributions to demoeratlo 
civilization; and we shall never forget that It 
wu the United Kingdom wblcb, drat among 
the nations, gave recognition to the national 
uplrouons or tho Jewish people. It la only 
a wrong and unJu.stlOable policy which con­
tradlcta and tends to derent the rar-vlatoned 
Brltlah atatesma.n.ablp or earlier years which 
we condemn. 

We l>ope moat earo.estly that the Commit­
tee or Inquiry will afao vi.It tbe displaced 
penon• campa In Europe and see with their 
own eyes the appalling human tragedy which 
manldnd 18 permitting to continue unabated 
2 reara--lt ts exacUy 2 rears toda:, ,tnce 
VE-day-.rter the cloee ot tlle war In Which 
the J eWISI>. people wu tbe •greatest auaerer. 

-
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While commttt<Mia or lnv'9t:18at1on and 

•tudy are reponlng on their Ad plight, and 
while Intergovernmental dtacw;alona and ne­
gotlaUons are going on, these war-rav9ied 
men and women are lallgUIJilllng In their 
misery, stlll waiting tor salvation. They ask 
tor the bread ot escape and hope: they are 
given the et.one ot Inquiries and lnveatlga­
tlOIU. Their morale It stumping terribly. A 
1pJr1tu.a.1 deterioration, I am atraJd, la oetttng 
In among tbem. lt ta on.ty the hope that to­
morrow-perbat>I tomorrow - redemption 
may come thac l<eeps.tbelr splrlt from break• 
Ing Utterly. 

M06t of them are deaperately eager to go 
to the J cwl,sh national ho:ne, I hope that 
the contclence ot mAnklnd. spealtlng through 
)'OU and through your committee ot lnqUlry, 
will make It l)OAlble tor these weary men 
and women to find peace u lut and healing 
1n the land or their fondest hopes, and that 
their liberation will not be delayed until 
the report or the committee IS Anally made 
and the action or the Assembly ta finally 
tum, but that, pending ultimate declJ.lona 
and lm_plecnentatlons, these unrortunate 
people will be permitted forthwith to ml· 
grate In •ubctantlal numbenl to Palt11tlne. 

niere la a desperate urgency aboUt this 
tniglc human problem, my friends, which 
broolta no delay. An Immediate relaltatlon of 
the rt11trie1'lve meuures on lmmlgratlcu Into 
Palestine and a return to the atatua which 
prevailed before the white paper policy of • 
19311 waa lmpooed will not only be • boon 
to th- suJrertug humana. but will greatly 
relleYe tbe _.,nt menacing tenalon1 In 
PaJ.,,uru,, will waab out mucb or the blt\ff• 
neaa and will enable the ddlberatlona of your 
ooaunlttee of Inquiry and ot the next ANem· 
bly to be caaled on In a calmer ■plrlt, l.n an 
atmoepbere or moderation and gOOd will. 
We are ail eager tor peace. w e must all malte 
a contribution to achieve It. But the decl-
11,e oontl'lbutlon can only be made by the 
mandatory gonmment. 

I hope Ulat I baYe not abUSed your pa­
tience, Mr. Ch1-1rman. and the patience of 
the representatt, .. or tile United Nattona 
here .....,,bled. Permit me to conclude 
with thlJ obluvatlon: 

The Jew!ah people place great hope upon 
the outcome of the deliberations of thla 
great body. I t baa fai th In lta colleetlve 
- or Justice and ra1rne.1e and lo t11e high 
Ideals which lnaplre It; We are an ancient 
people, and though we have often. on the 
long, hard road which we bave traveled, been 
dWllualoned, we bave never been dlaheart• 
ened. We have ne•er loct t&ltb In tbe eo•• 
emgnty and the ultimate triumph of great 
moral prlntlplea, 

lh theae lut miglc )'e&n, when the wbole 
howsehold of I srael be<lame one great hcetelrJ 
of pain, we oould not have built what we 
did build bad we not pre&erYed our un­
eball:able trw,t In the YletorJ of truth. U I■ 
In that atron11 faith and bope that we wlah 
to cooperate with you Ill th!■ t.aak which you 
hue undertaken. 

The Jewlab people belongs In thla IOClety 
or natlona. Surely the Jewlah people le no 
1- d_,'1ng than other peoples whooe na• 
tlonal JrNdOIII an,d lndependence hne been 
eetabllshed and whoee repr-ntatlv .. are 
now aeatecl here. Tbe Je•lah people were 
your &Ille, In the war and Joined their sac-
1'111cee to you,. to achieve a common 'flctory. 
The rep.-ntatlv .. of tho JewWl people of 
Palestine 1hould tit In JOU? midst. The 
repreuntatlves or tbe people and ot the land 
which gave to mankind aplrltuaJ and ethl• 
oJ ntues Inspiring humnn pel'SOllalltle, and 
aacred tdta whleh are your tnarured pce• 
_,on.--we bope that tbat people, now re• 
builcllng again l ta rutttonal lite In Its ancient 
h omeland, will be welcomed before Jong by 
:,ou to thla noble rellowahlp ot ~ Vnlted 
lfatlona. 

• 

8rAt'bO:lff n Mo8Hz Se:DTOJ<, Mn 12, 1947 
I lllD here to reply to th• qUeatlona which 

were put to Dr. Sliver atter the conclualon 
or hie addreaa to the committee. In eo do­
tng, X hope I may be peri:nltted aleo to cteor 
up eome of the underlying IMUea, In order 
to brtng out lbe meaning ot my replleo a 
little mor& clearly. 

r would l>egln with a question aal<ed by 
t he reprae:ntat1,e ot Pcland u to tbe or• 
ganIZAtlon. compooltlon and functlona of the 
Jewish Agency for Paleatlne. In the man• 
date, It was the Zlontst organ!zatlon which 
waa recogn!Zed aa the Jewlab ■g4'nC)', wllb 
pow""' to ~d•lae and cooperate With the 
mandatory odmln1"tratlon In matters COtl• 
oernlng the Jewloh natlo-.al home a,nd to 
take part In the country•• d.-.e1opment. 

At the time, the w orld Zlonlat OrgllDIZa­
tlon. rounded !50 yearo ago, waa already 2& 
yea.rs old. 8uboequ•ntly, cutaln non-Zlonls~ 
groupe Joined In forming an enlarged Jew­
ish agency, t>ut the Zionist organuratlon hM 
remained the maJn drl•lng force. The World 
Zionist Organ\Atlon baa today local organ!• 
"8tlon& In more tban IIO countrlea-wlth a 
few eiceptlllns, In etel')' country where 
Je,n Un. 

Within the Zlonbt movement, •• In an:, 
democratically org_anlzed aoc:lety, there are 
partlos: the labor. part:, and other lobor 
groupe, the center or general Zlonlata, the 
Mlzrochl or the orthodox reUgloua Zlonlllta, 
and the revutonlsts. Thia party c1Jv1"1on le 
relle<:ted In our congr_., whlch are beld 
once 1n every a yeara after a general election 
In all counttlea. The oongress elecw our u­
ecutlte, the pruent e1<ecut1ve waa elected 
by the 880 delegatN to the twenty-aecond 
Zlonlat congress In Baale lMt December. who, 
ln tum. were elected bJ nearly 2,000,000 Zion• 
lat 'fOten throughout the 'lfOfld, 'Ibo eu,cu­
Uve baa headquarters In Jeruaalem and 
branchos with resident memben In New Y«I<, 
London, and Paris. • 

A.OEN'CY•a VOTUO 0~ 

Two uung. mun he atteased. Pint, the 
agency i. the spouaman. not merely or J ewa 
already aetlled 1n Palestine but of ail J ewa 
tbroughout' the world who are devoted to 
tbe Idea ot tbe Jewtah national home. The 
entire Jewlah people, l might say, hOld the 
Jewlab agency raponalble for the su«eM of 
that great enterprlae. 8cc0ndly, the agency 
IS not merely an organ ot national repreeenta• 
Uoo, but an lnaU'wnent ot nation-building. 
an 1n.1UtuUon ot lnunlgraUon, developmenl, 
and aetUemeDt. It moblllsee the energlee 
and raourcs ar our people ror national re­
toru1tructlon, and In Palestine It directs 
targe, ecale practical development work. 

It baa been ffalpOnalble ror brlngloa: hun• 
dreds of thouaanda of Jew• to Palatine and 
aettllng them tbere. It bu carried out an 
exienllve program ot a.tttecnent on the 1-Jld. 
It hu atlmUIGted major Industrial develcp­
m.eot. J I h a, suppll<!d gulil.ante and coordl· 
nauon to the vnat volume of tree Initiative 
and enterprise lo tbe wo,k or Jewleb set• 
1.lement. Our Jerusalem headquartera la 
divided tnto departU>ents: polltlcal, Ananclal, 
Immigration, agrleultural setUement, tncte 
and Jndust,ry. labor, etc. 

.Ourlnr tbe war the Jewish 9iency acted, 
lo a way, u a recruiting aut.horlty. It mo­
blllzeel the J ewlah war effort In Palestine In 
the cause or the Unlied Nations. U baa aup­
plled 33,000 Yolunteer1 tor armed aervlce 
within tbe British rorccs. TIiey defended 
Palestine, aervecl In mcet mlddle eutem 
countrla and fought In 1he campal.gna ot 
.Alr141> and EUr~. All tnduatrlal, technical, 
and eclentUlc raourccs ot Je"'1sh Palestine 
were barn- to the war e.llort. 

8o mueh for the Jewl■h agency aa aueh. 
POUUcaJJy, Its primary function baa been 
to uphold and defend Jewish rl,i,ts under 
the mandate. lmml,rac.lolt la tb• cnm ot ~ 

problem and aenral ar the queeUooa put to 
Dr. 8Jlver bUr on ll>et i..ue. In nnowennr 
theae qu..Uona, l muet ,.~ one baste 
point clear by way of background. 

It It la granted that the J cwlsh people are 
In Paleatlne ae or right, then nil the lmpllca• 
t lona And corollarlee ol thet premise must 
be accepted. The toremo,;t 1" that Jewa 
muat be allo- to reeeitle In Palestine In 
ullllmlted nwnben, provided only they do 
n ot dlspla.ce or woraen the lot of the exui­
lng Inhabitants who are al.a mere 1111 of 
rlgbt. u that baate pren,t,e Is DOI granted. 
then there la •err Utt.le to dlscusa. 

It may aound quite plaoobu, to &rl!l•• 
that 11 the tight or \be Jewe to return 
to Palestine le admJlted on th• pcund1 or 
ancient hlatorY. then the whole map of 
the world woutd hn•e to be remnde and 
cbace woutd ensue. But doea the quesuon 
really arise? Do the deBCendants of the 
Romona, tor ""ample, claim entry lnto Eng­
land? Do the, need Bngland? ~ lh.oir 
future. their ,er:, w•t.ence, depend on set• 
tllng there? Or do tho Arabs, for that me.~r. 
press to return to Ande.Jw,la In Spain? i. 1, 
a matter or Ute and death Jor \hem? The 
analOff le fallacloua and mlltleadlng. 

.JCWJ8H POfrmOJr Vtt.JQVK 

The great hlatorlc phenomenon or the 
Jewi.t, return to Palestine la unique because 
the position ot tile Jewish people as a h.ome­
lesa people. and yet attached with on un­
breakable tenacity to lta birthplace, la 
unique. It 11 that phenomenon thnt hna 
made tbe problem or Pal .. tlne an lsaue In 
lnWnallonal al!'alrs, and no simllar lasue 
has _.., artaen. 

Were It not tor the presence In Palestine 
today or over 600,000 Je"8 •ho refuse to be 
left In the mlnorlty pooltlon under Arab 
domination: were It not tot the urge to 1et• 
lie In Pal .. tlne, of bundrede of thouaanda 
of homel ... and uprooted Jewe In Burope, 
In the Orient, and el1Cwbcre: were It not tor 
t.be bopea and. elfor-ta ot m.tllton. o·t Jewa 
througbout th& world to reeatabllah thell' 
naUonat hOme and build It up Into a Jewish 
atat.,, thon the United Nollona wouJd not 
be raced with the problem or Palostlne as It 
Is now. The problem Is real and presalng. 
It cannot be 1D11de to disappear by con• 
Jurlng up nonexJatent dllllcuJUes alleged to 
be Involved In tta oolutlon. 

When the CUttlngulahed representat.Jve 
trom l ndla aalta how many Jewa from outalde 
thne -.-ere In Palestine at certain date.­
the operating worda being "trom outslde"­
J mu.t cont,. r lllD -,,ewhat ballled. I 
can gl,e him the round Cgurea tor the 
J ewlah population In th- ye~.000 In 
JIKIO, JM,000 In J9GO, 4?5.000 In 1.1139. Now 
lt I■ about 030,000, Incidentally, there are 
more J..,,. In Palestine today than there 
were Arabe at the end or the Pint World Wu. 
Bu.t u to "Jewe trom outlldc," I cannot 
say. In a way, they are all from outalde: 
they are practically all lmmlgrAJ>w. 

Tbcre was but a tiny J ewish community 
In Palestine prior to 1880. In tbe early 
1880'1, the return started, almoe~ slm\11• 
taneouaty from Buaala ADd Ruml\Jlla, from 
Mor<JCCO and eouthem Ambia. anti sloe• then 
It haa been praotlcaUy contlnuou..' It •tart• 
ed because the Jew, bad aJwa,a l>elleved It to 
be their lnall,nable rlgM to ,._.ttle Palea• 
tloe. That right waa aul)Mquently lnterrut• 
tlonally re.,Olrnlacd and enahrlned In tho 
DIJllldnte. But qutte apart frem tbe IIWl• 
date, nothing wlU eradicate, from the hearta 
of JeWB, the conviction thl>t It la their right 
to return. Bo Ill that deeper aeDM!, they are 
from not outelde at all but sons or tho 
<fUDtry, 

By the way, my Arab country,nen make 
much of the fact thDt Pllleatlno has already 
takm Ill eo many 1mmia:ran1.1. These IJnml· 
srante, tbey atJ<I, w,re •-Ind by the Arabe. 
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We are ,•ery oorry, but we cAnnot e<>ncede 
them tllat crecllt. Convenely, they aa:, that 
tbo Jowa have settled In Palestine at the 
expe~ or the Arabe. That debit Item, too, 
wo cannot admit. There bu been no re­
ceiving ot Jewt&h lmmlgrAnte by Arabe nor 
any settlement ot Jew& M the expense ot the 
Araf>&. • 

The Jowg did not e<>me as gueste ot any­
one. They came In their own right. The:, 
received tbemselve. and their brother£; and 
they did eo by their own e!Yorui and at the 
expense or no one el&e. !Nery ocre or land 
we tlllod waa bought and bad to be WTested 
crom wlldemca and deoolatlon. Notb.Lng waa 
taken away-not one bou.se, not one Job. 
A tremendous amount ot work. wealth, and 
well-being wu pr-nted to the Arab popu­
lo.tlon. 

The honorable representaUve trom India 
al&o uted what waa the a«e ot the Jewish 
communtue. In El.trope: and wbether, •Ince 
the Bluer regime hod been cl"\18hed, the Jew­
ish displaced persons would not be better 
a<\Vllled to ata:,ln Germany. 

As to the age ot European Jewry, It Is on 
tho whole quite venerable, but age baa not 
made tor security. Three-quarters at tbat 
Jewr,-,000.000 peoplC!-"ro no more. But 
let ua go baclt Into the pnat. Jews bad Uved 
In Spain tor a whole mmennlum when. In 
1492, illey were dlapolled and expelled. and 
only tllose who gave up tbelr JowJab Identity 
and became Christiana were allowed to re­
main. Jews have Uved In Poland alnce the 
eleventh or twelfth century, but In the seven­
teeth they were the victims o! teroclou. m4&­
gam-e.. 'then there were pogroms under the 
R-U411an curs In the nineteenth end twen­
tieth centurle.: and In tho !Mt war, e.s we 
have Juat beard, came the llnal cate.atTOphe. 
Nearly all of Poll&h Jewry-3,000.000 men, 
women, and chlldren-were wiped out bf t.no 
NIWI. 

In Germany. the ~Inning,, ot JewlSb set­
tloment 8J'O traced back to the fourth cen• 
tury. But Just 111>: centuries ago. m08t ot 
the JeW& In Germany were destroyed In a 
wave ot tr"nz!ed pe.rucutton which ,wept 
EUrope. Then, by the twentieth century, 
German Jews h.ad reaehed the ptnnecle ot 
emancl~tlon and were lru-gely assimilated. 
Yet the:, "·ere hurled down Into the abyi,a 
or degradation and death. Enn convuts to 
Cluvtlanlty were not apnred. 

ANTS•ISO&rtl.SM l5111VJVSS Jtl1lJlll 
It 18 true that HlUer Ls gono now, but not 

anti-Semitism. He waa tho product, not 
the &0ur1111 of German Jew-hatred. Anti• 
Semltlmn In Germany Md In many other 
parte ot Europe 18 ru, rite "" ever DIJd poten• 
tlnll,y mUltaat and _,...,, some government& 
tried tbelr l>Cllt to keep It down, but they 
have o very hard Job Ju doing 80. The vozy 
age ot E\ll"o~ Jewry aerves only to accentu• 
ate the basic bl.stone lnlle<!urlty o! Jewllh 
Jlte In the dispersion. 

The honorable reprosentatlve or India bns 
ateo Uked whether the Jewlah displaced pcr­
&Ona would be a.MUnllo.ble ln Palestine. Tbo 
answer la "Ye9," They wo-utd be perfectly 
aselrnllnble In the Jewish community there­
the one Jewlal community In the world with 
,. selt-contalnell economic syaUm and an In• 
dependent oUJturGJ lire whlch la eager nnd 
able to rec•lve end absorb them. He a&ked 
whether tbc7 would not be beu,er aaalml!Able 
1n Gen:ruu1y. The An5We.r ta "No,11 'You can-­
not ectUe In a gr,weynrd, nor can you b\llld 
a dwelllng out Of be11ps o! nibble. 

Actually, moat of tbe Jewish dl&placed per­
&0nt 11re not trom Germany ltaelt, but trom 
other countries. They are IOdny In carops, or 
they otherwl&e e<>nllnuo ru, refugee. ~auae 
they cannot be resettled In Europe. They 
have now waited for 2 years, and In 1111 thl.s 
time no one bu come forward with a aolu• 
tJon to their problem. 'l'be oleer reeam­
mendatlom ot tho Anglo-Amerlcnn Oommlt­
teo have remained on paJX'r, and, to them, 
they have proved a moclter,, 

No one baa ottered an alternative to Pole.­
tine. But even It there were an alternative, 
they refused to bo treated u mere cbatUla. 
They appcol to the world to reall:l'A! that they 
form part of a people whleh baa a notional 
"lllll.l or It& own. They WADt to go to u,e only 
country where they wm reel at home, both 
lndlvlduatly and collectively. Their problem 
Is Inseparable crom the problem ot Plll~tlne. 
It la the problem of Po.Jestine. 

To mat the Issue ot Palestine In l$0latlon 
from the tmmtgrntlon Lssue would make as 
much 1ense M to &tudy the beating of a heart 
In dl&reg1'nl ot blood clrculatlon. A solution 
tor tho problem ot Palc&tlne Which would 
Ignore the Jewlall claim and the need for lm­
m1gmtlon would solve nothfJlg. Whoever 
undertook to Implement such a solution 
would be driven bnck by the &beer lmpnct ot 
reality to race tho prcblcm of IIJUD!grntlon. 

I may perhaps tnterpooe here an llllSWer 
to tbe question put by the nonornble repre­
sentative or tho U!Uon ot south Africa. He 
1\$1<ed whether we wanted tho question ot 
the DP'a lu Europe en.mined aolely In e<>n­
nectlon with PalC8tfne, or In Its genernl 
upect. Our answer Is tbAt wo bellevo tbnt 
only In Po.lest.tne can the problem ot these 
peopl.e be permanently and comu-ucuvely 
aolved, tor only there co.n their lives be re• 
built on 11eeure foundMJons and their homee 
become prut ot tho home ot the entire people. 

The lmmlgrotlon t.asuo Is not confined to 
thnt or Ille Jewish dloplaced pe1110na and un­
settled refugees In Eurcpe. Vartou& Jewish 
e<>rnmunltlee In Europe ore ln?olnd, aa wcll 
aa tbe JeW& or the Arab and oriental coun­
tries. With regard to these, members o! the 
United Nntlona have beard durJng tho pres­
ent session Idyllic accounts Of the con_dltlou.w 
ot complete equality and true brotherhood 
under which they live. Tho JewWl agency 
la naturally very tntfmateJ:, acquainted with 
the posHlon. and the picture aa we know 
It la totally dllferent. 

In mo.tor these countries Jews are treated 
as second- or third-rate clt!zcn.o, 'l'h.ey live 
In perpetual tear ot eruptlona or Cerce 
tnnatlclam, ot wbteh tboze have been trnglc 
e:tamples both In recent J•IU"II nnd In tho 
more remote put. Their lot nngca from 
precarious euffernncc to active pors«:utlon. 
All formal atntemoots under duresa not• 
withstand.Ing, tbelt hopes and dreftm4 are 
centered on Zion. nnd tholr youth has no 
other tdea but to Join Its b\llldcn. 

tN'\1CST70A'l"ION' OP' COMllUJNJ'TtES uaoD 

We very strongly urge that the position 
ot tb- e<>mmu111ues should form a part or 
the committee·• lnven~a·Uona. But the 
mo.t urgent problem la, or course, thnt or 
tho displaced persons In Europe wbo are now 
on tbo brink ot dtllp<Ur. • 

The pre,,ent political crl&I& In Pale.tine I• 
notblng but a cl,uh between the dire needs 
ot Jewish lnUnlgratlon and th.e cunont anti• 
Immigration policy or tbe mo11dator:, power. 
We were wed by the reprC?sentotlve ot 
Ind!A why public aervants ot the Brlllab 
Government In l;'alestlne are today Ille vic­
tims ot terrorist 11ct1VltJ, TIU) answer Is 
bee:,...., the white paper oC 1039 Is llttll In 
rorce. ~rrorlSD'I la a pernlclowi outgrowth 
ot "dl.lMtrcua policy. 

'l'be Jewish agency he.a unreservedly con­
demned terrorlat bloodshed, lll1d In that Mt.I• 
tude It la supported by tho large moJorlw of 
the orgl\nlzoo J ewl&h community. Ite hnrm 
to tho Jews and to the J ewish future & tar 
gravl!l' thAn to tbo government and people 
ot tho t7nlted Kingdom. But Jewlsll efforts 
to ffl!lst and checlt tttrorlsm are contlnutllly 
Crustroted because government action, 1n 
puraUIUlCO ot the White paper, adds tuel to 
tho tire. OUr dort& will continue, but the 
repre9entstlve or India will no doubt agree 
that Palestine Is not tbe only country wblth 
bas been af!Ucted with this moat baWuJ 
di.lease. 

Another queetlon wea why, In contradJc­
tlon to the lmlr Jl'el&al'a (Arab leader at 1910 
peace conference) attitude, the Pale.tine 

Arabs were now opposed to Jewish 1mmlgro,­
tlon. Since that quesUon wo, put. we hl\ve 
beard a very able expoe1tlon or tlle Palesttnc­
.Arab cue wbleb fully covered the point. 1,11 
I would add ta tbat tbe unoompromlalng 
opposition to Immigration now voiced does 
not lnvalldate' the brooder conception nnd 
bolder vl.9lon expressed Jn the Pelsn.l•Wrlz• 
mann ogreem•nt, which Indicated a woy of 
barmonl.-.lng Jewl&b 110d Arob ..-p1rat1on• 
within • wider tromework, fUlly tpltlog Into 
account t11e Independence lben proml&ed and 
now acbtc,·ed by the Arab& In vast terrltorle& 

WbUe I •m ou the point ot promisee. may 
I bo permitted to TCCllll that Sir Hmry Mc-, 
MAbo.n (British Blgh Commlaloner In Eg.vpt 
during W(lrld Wor I) blmselt stated tbnt 
Palestine waa never Included In the promises 
mnc:to by blm to tho A ... b •. and that this WM 
well understOOd M the time by the late King 
llusseln (ltlng Hussein or BedJ>z. Sherlt or 
Mecca In 1015): IIIBo thl\t Trana-.Jordan, 
Which WAS Orlg!nally Included In tne llaltour 
Declaration, la today an Arsb otate. 

Plnn!ly, tho dlallngulalled repre&enti\tlve ot 
IndJa asked whether we recognl,,ed the d!s­
tlnctlon between a Jewlsb stato and a. Jewlab 
nat!ono.1 home. The nnswu is t.bnt we do, 
but perhnps not quite In the sense In wlllch 
the question was monnt. The estobllBhment 
or th& Jewlab nauonnl home 18 a proc-. 
The setting up or a Jewish state la lta con­
aummadon. 'lbat such conaummottou had 
been Intended by the authors ot tbe Jewish 
national home policy and tbnt a wily WAS 
de.tlnltely Iott opeo tor Its acblevemcnt WAS 
CQDcluslvj!ly proved b9 the PI\JP$Une Roynl 
CommJsslon. The point was fully under­

r._tood by tboae r,sponalblo for the 1944 state­
ment on Paltatlfto or the Brltlah Labor Pnrt:, 
executive-. 

The lndlan rcpr«e11t-nt1ve drew attenuon 
to lbe use In that atAtement or the term 
.. Jewl&h national home." o.nd not .. Jowlsh 
atnte:· But may I recall the word& or Mr. 
Ht'8h Dl\lton, the prel!ent Chnncelar of the 
Exchequer, Wben reporting on that otatc­
ment or tile executive to tho LAl>or Pllrty 
Conteren()t!. He urged common oup;,oJ"\, In 
consultation with the unlWd States and 
Soviet Oovernm.enta-n.nd now I quotc-"tor 
a pollcy which WIii glve u.s R happy, free, 
n."d proapcroue Jewish ato.te l11 PaJesUne." 
That ws• only 2 years ago. 

Tbe matter baa a most vital beating on the 
question ot Palest1oo·s Independence. Un• 
ltke other manc!Jl.tes or c•t~ory A lbo dc­
clnred ob~ct .or w!)lcb wa.. lo prepare tbe 
country for lndepondc.01111, Ule l'nleatlne. man­
dote brus no ouch clause. fts primary pur­
J>080, In the words or the Royal Commt.alon, 
Is the eatAbllahment ot tho Jcwlllh nntl<>nal 
home. But. or courae. the ulUmnle flORI 
must bo Independence and tho mandate 
must be terminated. 

8o I!, upon tho termination of the Palestlne 
mondato. Ila original purpo!o Is to be tul• 
nuect. It the tuture of tho Jewish NaUonAI 
Home la to be JX'rm&nenlly secured. U tho 
national lntere&t or tho Jewllh people Ill to bo 
harmonized with other Interests nnd not 
,aerlftCed tor tllelr sake. thon R Jewl&b State 
mUJlt. come Into being. A bOme, ln the word, 
ot a Brltlab state.man, In the debate on tho 
white pnpor for Palestine. Is I\ place to whloh 
one la always tree to come bock. How la the 
nollonal home to fuJJlll Its primary 1unct1one 
or being open to Jewe In ne•d or It. If It Ill to 
rema1f1 forever tubJectell to non-Jowlob 10V• 
erelgnty? 

WOVLO S'!:CUU: AUii XINOJlJTT 

An Arab minority In a JcWJ&h atate will be 
ftOCuro. U ror no other t01\$0n, beca\lSb the 
atote will forever remain wrrounded by Ar1'b 
countries with whlch It will be meet vlW\y 
Interested to be at pttce; nJao because there 
wm always be Jewish minorities ln other 
Janda. 

But a Jewish mJnorlty In an Arab State 
wllJ hove no aucb aecurlty at all. n will be 
at the mere:, ot the ArAb moJorlty. wblcb 
would be tree from all rcstratnta. To pro-

• 
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vlde boldly, If J may put It that way, tor the 
Independence or Palestine as a COllJITI'f, with­
out placing an equal emphMla on 1afeguar<1-
lng tho Independence or the Jew• u a ""°" 
pie, Is to tet\r I.he problem ou, or !ta real 
context and loed the dice heavily against the 
Jewa. The wbole i.ue la Ull:ely to be vmated 
In advance by aucb an approach. 

The question or our Jiving wtl.h the Ami! 
peoples and uie N>latlonahlp of a JeWlah State 
w1U1 them Is. or course, the dominant qUtt­
tlon or the future. The dl1tlngulabed rep­
r....,ntatlvo of Poland bu asked, In hi& ,econd 
quea:tJo.n. whether there have been at~:rnp-te 
at collabomtlon between Jews and Aral>a. 
Tbe amwcr la. yea. there have be.en, on bOtb 
sides. Araba and JOW$ have cooperated aud 
are cooperating l!U.-sfully In the wide and 
vnrled tlelds or municipal, comroerC!al, and 
labor flttalre. 

Arabic Is taught In all 'Jewish eeoondary 
achools and In a la.rge number or primary 
school•. The JeW'lsh, agency le particularly 
active In apread.lng knowledge of Arable In 
tbe Jewlllh settlements and promottug 
friendly relntlons between tbem and their 
Arab neigh bon. PrOm personal observe tlon 

• and direct experience accumUlt.ted over a 
perlOd or 41 ycara' residence In Paleotlne, I 
can aJ!lrm that there IS notblng Inherent In 
the nn.tme ot eltber the natlve Arab o·r tho 
lmmlgrnnt Jew which pN>venta friendly co­
operation. On the contrary, conalderlng the 
admitted g,ceat difference or background, they 
mix remarkably ,veil. 

BY mixing I do not mean ustmllatlon, for 
the Jew doea not come to Paleai!ne to ao­
otmllat.e to tho Arab, but to develop hlS own 
dlatlnctlve lndlvldUallty. Nor doe• he expect 
the Arab to uslmllate to himoeU. What 'I 
mean 15 cooperation between a self-respecting 
Jew and a oelt-reapcctlng Arab, and· t,etween 
the two communities. 

Today the lque Is ovcrahadowed and prne­
tica:t cooperation la hampered by the poliU­
c&l conftlct over the country'e future. The 
present omc1aJ 1eaaera or tbe Ara.b s~atee, 
IU.vlng achieved practically all they wanted 
with ao little aocrlllce. refuse to admit the 
legttlmacy ot the national aaplratloru, or an­
other people. At the bead o! the Arab 
Higher Commltte or Paler;1.lne atanda a man 
wbo, apart rrorn other well-known aopecta ot 
bis activity, wu directly Involve<! durlng the 
war 1n the Nut policy or extermination or 
the European Jews. . 

Ncvertlle1-. tbe Je"11 do not 1000 heart. 
They come to Pal .. tlne not to llgbt tbe Arab 
world, but to Uve at peace wltb It. They are 
not an outpost of any foreign domination. 
Their ambition la to lnt,,grate themselves 
Into the modern structure or reviving Aala. 
They are an old Anatle people returning to 
their home. At tho aame time, they are anx­
ious to make their contribution to the gnat 
work or bridge bU!Jdlng between mOdern 
Asta and the reat or the world. 

P.uTl'iDLSKIP OP &QV4Ltl'Y A8XD 

Their tntenoe experience In development 
wltbln the lUUTOW confines or Palestine ta 
yielding reaUlte which may be or value to 
all who are Interested tn,. aoclal and eco­
nomic progreu In the U.lddle EUt and be· 
yond. But their true partnership with their' 
neighbor& can only be baud upon equality 
or atatw, and mutual rel)>ect. 'They cl&lm 
what la tile natural right o! any ,»<Opie on 
the race or the earth-that as many ot 
tbem as posalble tboUld live t,oeetber In 
their own oountry, treely develop tbelr clv­
llluUon, make tholr contribution to the 
common st.ock of humanity, and be aelf­
governtng and Independent. They cannot 
posalbly surrender that nit.Im, and for Its 
atl4lnmcnt they appeal ror the uotstance 
ot the entire ramuy or nations. 

In collclw,lon. may l answer the question 
of me dlltingulahed delegoiton rrom Co­
lombia on our Ylews regarding the eompo11-
tlon or ~especial committee. We wouJd not 
dlll'erentlate betweeo big and ,mall powers, 

nor woUld we suggeet the uclWllon of any 
covernment m~ly becai.e It bappena to 
have or may develop a polleJ on Palestine. 
Bulng • policy doea not neoessarUy mean 
being directly concerned u an Inter­
party. But we believe that pert! .. directly 
concerned should not oerve on the oommlt­
tee. That llbOUld f!XC!Ude the United King­
dom. for reaaona put. If I may say ao, with 
unanswerable cogency· by the dlatlngulabed 
rep-"tatlve of the United Kingdom blm­
.. lf. We WOUld also del!nltely exc!Ucle the 
Arab States, unleoa It were agreed that the . 
committee · should oontaln one Arab and 
one Jewllh m.ember. 

STAUIU><T BY BlfH•GtmON, MAY 12. 1947 

I am grateful tor the opponunlty afforded 
to me to make a row aupplementary remarks 
to the 1tatement made by my colleague, Or. 
Sliver, on bebal! or the Jewish Agency for 
Palestine. 

Plrst or all. I would like to try to clartfy 
further the nature or the problem which the 
mandatory power bat placed before the 
United Nations. es I.his i, essential for de-
11.nlng properly the tertna of rererence 01 the 
special committee. Last Prlday. the repre­
sentative or the United Kingdom, on behal! 
or hlS Oovunment. declared that they tried 
ror years to oettle the problem of Palestine 
and had failed. They have. l.berefore. 
brought the problem to you In the hope that 
the United Nations wouJd !Ind a Just aolu­
tlon. 

This atatement Is open to mlaunderetand­
lng. The mandatory power wu not charged 
w'.tb cllseo•erlllg a aolutlon to the Palestine 
problem and Its (allure wu not In tta Inabil­
ity to Jlnd t}le right solution. The manda­
tory power wu charge<! by the League or 
Natlona with the carrying out or a del!nlto 
aottlement. That settlement waa set out aud 
determined originally by the Unlted King­
dom h,,era,elf and aube,equontly conflrmcd by 
all tile AIU .. and usoclated powere In the 
Plrst World War , •• well as by t.be Araba 
through Emir Pelsal and the S)'rlan Arab 
Committee. It woa l&ter embodied In the 
mandate approved by 52 nations and made 
lntematlonlll law. 

Tho term& or that aettlenient, u decreed 
by th1> consC!ence and the law or nations. 
are common lmowledge. 1t Is the rest0ra­
Uon or Pnlestlno to the Jewllb people. 

At the time tho United Kingdom toolc over 
the mandate, tbe problem or Palestine had 
been clearly adJUdlcated and aettted. The 
failure or tile mandatory government, u ad­
mitted by the Brltlab repreaentatlve, wu a 
failure to carry out the settlement agreed 
upon and entruated to It by the nations or 
the world. The failure became manifest w1th 
the Introduction or a policy set forth In the 
white paper o! 1939, which violated the moot 
....,ntlal terms or the mandate and vitiated 
Ito entire purpose. 

nie white-paper policy, as you tnow, -• 
COlldemned by tbe permanent Mandates 
COmmlSslon or the League ot Natlona aa In• 
co111pa.tlble with the man<late and With the 
pledg .. repeate<Uy given by the mandatory 
government ltoeU. It ..... al80 dl!IIOUDCed by 
the moot eminent political leaden, ot the 
llnlted Kingdon, lt&elf. Including all the 
prominent member& or the pr-nt Govern­
me• t or the United Kingdom, u a. breach 
oI faith. Only recently the white paper wu 
apln unanlmou.ly condemned b7 the Anglo­
American Commtttee ot rnqulry. The whlte­
papu policy Is reoponslble ror the misery 
and deatha ot a large number or J ews and 
t or cruel acta or expulaton or Jewish retugeu. 

It II responsible ror .. tabllablng In Pales­
tine a pollc<1 ,tat• without parallel In the 
cJVIIJud world. lt II responsible tor the 1n­
troduct1on In Palestine or racial dlacrlmtna­
tton agalnat Jew, ln l&nd leglllatton. Thll 
la the real nature or the rallure of u,e manda­
tory p0wer. 

TIM,,efon. I venture to suggest that the 
11rat prol)lan faelag the United Notion, Is 
b ow to oet rtc)lt that rallure and to lnsllre 
that tnlerllatlOaal oblJgattono toward the 
Jewlllb ,opulatlon In Palestine are faltbfully 
fuJAJled. _ 

nie second point to which I would like to 
Invite the attention of your commlttu (a the 
tact that In Palestine you are rued not 
merely wttb a large and growing number or 
Jewe, but with a dlatlnet JeWlah Nation. 
TbON> &re Jews and Jewl1h communlllea ln 
many countneo. bu, In Palestine there Is a 
new and unique pbenoroenon-a Jewbh Na­
tion, wltb all the attributes, charft01Qrllllc 
resourc... and uplrai)ono o( natlonhoOd. 
Thia natlonbOod aprlnga rrom a long history 
ud an uninterrupted connection for 3.500 
years with Its ancestral son. 

CA.NNOI' A.&UST Pltocm:ss 

Palestine. which for the Jewllb people has 
a1,va,- been and wt.II alwa,- remain the Land 
of 1ar:ae1. wu lo the course ot centuries con­
qu•red and Invaded by many alien peoples. 
but none ol them eve, ldentlfted Its nauonftl 
faltb with Palestine. The Jewlsll Nation tu 
Palestine Is rooted not on.ly In post blStory 
but 10 a great ll•lng work of rteonstructlon 
and rebuilding, both of a country and or • 
people. 

The growth or this nation and Its work 
of reconstruction must not and cannot be 
arreotec1-and thl•. tor two reasons. One Is 
tbe existence o.r large numberl or bomeleaa 
Jewe tor whom t.hMe is no oth~r salvation 
In the future except In their own national 
ho.m.e. The second ts that more than two• 
thlrdS Of the land In PoleeUne Is still 
"""'teland. uncUltlvated, unsettled, and be­
lieved by the Arabe '° be uncultlvatable. 
The hlStory or our eettlement In the last 
70 yean h .. lhown that thll land can bo 
All~ 18 being cultlftled by WI. 

nits 1s not because we are more l!lktlled 
or more oapabte than others. but because 
th.Lo ta \he only .oU tn tho 1'.IOrld w'bleb ,woo 
call our own. We are not. Ute our Arnb 
neighbors, In pogseoston ot vut underpopu­
lftted territories, Ute Iraq. Syria. Arabia, etc. 
We mw,t therefore make uae or ev4'ry bit or 
free land lo our country~ even desert Laod. 

Another oboerVatlon IS this: We are told 
that the Arabs are not responalble ror lbe 
peraecutlon or the Jews In Knrope, nor II It 
their obllgMlon to relieve their plight. I 
wlllb to make It quite clear that It never 
entered our mlndo to charge the Arabs with 
aol•lng \be Jewllh p.roblem. or to an Arab 
oountrlea to accept Jewish nfuge... We are 
bringing our bomeleu and persecuted Jewa 
4> our own oountry and settling them In 
Jewlab town& and ,w-,ee. There are Arab 
towna and vUlogea In Pl\leatlne-Nablw,, 
Jenln, Ramleh. Narnueu. Llblt., Teracblclul. 
You will not Jlnd a single J ewllb rdugee In 
any of Ut~. The Je.wa 'Who ho.\te return~ 
to their country are aettled tn Petah Tlqva, 
IU&bon le Zion. Tel Aviv, Haifa, Jerusalem. 
De3anu,, the Negev, and other Jewish towns 
and vmagea bullt by u.,, 

The return or the Jewe to their country la 
a work or ae1t-ltber11tlon and setr-reconstrue­
tlon, which II contributing to the reeon­
atrucUon and ilberatlon of the country u a 
whole. 

)l'y fourth and laat remnrk II th!J!. We 
ha .. no conJllet wttb the Arab people. On 
the contrary, It Is our de<,p oonvlctlon that 
hlltorlcally the lntereate and uplrattono ot 
the Jewlllb end Arnb peoples are compatible 
and complementary. What we are doing lu 
our country, ln Palestlno la reelalmlng the 
land, lncreuJng the yield or the aou, dovelop­
lng modern agriculture fttld ln(Justry, sclcnet1, 
and art. rolalng the dignity or tabor, ln•urtng 
women•• atatus or equality, lncreaalng men•• 
maatery over nature, and worktng out a new 
clVJJIPUon baaed on human equallty, tree­
dom and cooperation In a world which we 
believe la u neccaoary and beneJlclt.1 for our 
Arab nelghl>Ono aa tor ouraelvea. 
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A Jcwbih-Arab partneraWp. bnsed on eqlllll· 

lty and mutual aulso.an~. wlll help to brtni 
nbout tho regenel'1\tlon of tl>e entire Mtddlo 
Enat. We Jews understand and deeply sym­
pathize with the urge or the Arab people ror 
unity, lndependcnco, and progress, and 0111' 

Arnb neighbors. I hope, wlll renllzo lhnt ihe 
Jew, In Ulclr own hlnorlc homeland. CID\ 

under no condJUODa be made to remain a 
eubordlnnte. dependent minority as they are 
In all other countries In the Dlru;pora. 'l'he 
Jewish nntlon In Its own country must be· 
come " tree and Independent &1<1te wltll a 
memberablp In the Unl.ted NaUone. n 18 
eager to cooperate with lta Cree /lrab neigh• 
bon to ~romote economic developm~nt, ao­
clal prosreu, and relll Jndependeuce or all tbe 
semitic countries In the Middle E>at. 

I moet earnestly •1181leSt to your committee 
that the real, Just, and lasting solution or 
the problem before you ls a JeWIBb state 
and a Jewlab-Ar•b alliance. 

The Situation ia Palestine 

EXTENSION OP REMARKS 
OP 

HON. OWEN BREWSTER 
OP l&.AJNZ 

lN TRB SENATB OP THE UNITED STATES 

Frlda11, Mau 16 (legfslatloc da11 of 
Monda11. Aprij 21>, 1947 

Mr. BREWSTER. Mr. President, I 
asl< unanlm-,us consent to have printed 
In the Appencl1x o( the RECORD an edlto• 
rial entitled "Stealing a March," pub• 
JJsbed In this momJng's Washington 
Post. The editorial deals w.ltb recent 
developments in Palestine and the Soviet 
attitude. 

There beJng no obJectlon . the edJtor,al 
was ordered to be printed In the R1:coRD, 
as follows: 

11'1!4L1M O A M.AR.CTI 

It ts Ironical that while the State Depart• 
ment baa been counsellng neutrality about 
P lllestlno tho Soviet abould ha•e come out 
with a elear expression o! 11<1 l)Ollcy. It Is 
a policy or altemattvos. U a duol, demo­
cratic Arab-Jewt.sb atate proves lmpooalble 
to bring about, then. 1111ya Mr. Oromyko, 
Ruaala would back a panltlon of Palestine 
between /lfab and Jew. Tbl8 WAS, or courae, 
tba conolu.elon ot the ramous Br1t!Bb Peel 
report o( 1937. and we ourselves have """n 
no plan that could lmpro•e upon It. D11· 
carde<I at the time by the British. the report 
hlUJ gained mare welgbt as time baa gone on, 
particularly ID. view or the Intervening Arab• 
J ew bitterness. ~rt;11Jnly there e<>Uld be no 
aettlement along the line.a of tho canton!• 
zntton or Palestine bending up to • British 
Ra) wblcb was rotbered by Britain's Mt. 
Morrison and our Mt. Orndy. The. British 
no less than the Americana must 11.ave be<>ll 
stunned by Mr. Gromyko'• deaer\lou or the 
aldellnea. 

Neutrality bu blthcrto been commended 
on the grounds that nothing must be done 
to lnJure the IUSCeptlblllUea of tho Arabs 
lest we thrust tbe.m Into the arms or R\16$l1\. 
T he wblapeni In \Vhltcball and the State 
o,,partnl!mt have bttn working overtime on 
this thtme. U the Araba were left enraged, 
It 18 681d, they would prompUy embrace 
communll!m, and the Rusalam nt a atroke 
would extend their away even to the Moe• 
Joma ot India. The cru,e wasn't even ploUII• 
ble. A united Arub world la more ot an 
Invention thrui a lact. even about Palestine, 
with the Lebnneae stranger to tho Saudi 
Arabians than to New Yorkers. Betides, 
they are run by pnab.aa, landlord.I, and 
teuda118t& 'llho would »budaer at the thought 

of le:mlng on MOIICOW, They know more 
about the Ruaalona than their apologlsts. ll 
Ru..la were to beatrtdo tho Mlddlo East, 
tlle men who are now runntng tl\e Aro.b 
League would be t.he llrat to be llquldl\ted, 
perhaps on the ground I.bat they had tnken 
the place or tho old ZlonJ.ots as Brlt!Bh 
agents. Mr. Gromyko expo,,.,. the bollo\\'• 
nea3 ot tt1eae wl\J.oµere<l warnlnga of Arab­
Soviet DJrtatlona. 

Actually tho Rusalane In recent yen,w 
Ju<ve felt they bad more In common with 
tbe Polest!nlan Jews. TIUIJ la naiurol 
enough. In t11e lint place, lt Ill obvloua 
now that the ZlonlJta are no longer what. 
the old Bol8hov!Bte med to charge, vi~. "the 
lackeys ot British lmperlal!Bta." secondly, 
tho advanced and progressive Jews or Pnlea. 
tine hold out. much more promllie to I.he 
so,1ct Covemment than the bocltward A.robs 
controlled by tbe teudlll cliques or !<Ing,, and 
ell'endlJ. Moscow connot rorgot tho contrl• 
butlon thnt Jowl.sh Palestine made ~ the 
war elfort or the Allies. It was an lnvllluab\e 
worl<abop ana Ruaala bu a protound respect 
tor the klnd or technician that manned It. 

But. a&lde from lbe rruJta ot Palestine 
lnduatry, P»leatlne occupleA a pa1ltlon or 
8logular strategic Importance. It Is the 
vlrt"Ual llnlc between the three contlnclita, 
lying on the Medltenanean within close 
toueb or tile Sue:t Cl\Dlll, and It Mrveo as tbe 
outlet and Inlet for tbe trade of that area, 
cblelly /lrabla'a oil. Moreover, Zlonl$t lead­
ership 11 predonllnantly Russian ln na­
tional origin. n seems to ua. therefore, t11at 
there Is nothing surpr!Blng In tile Russian 
gambit at Fluahlng Mea4ow. Aside from 
dtacom.8t!ng America and Britain. Ruaala 
may be dlaeloslng where her lnurosts reA!ly 
lie. Many rClte, It 18 the kind ot a.Oltmott,·•· 
neu that long ago should have been tortb• 
coming out ot the State Deparlment. 

Reaipatioa From Coacren 

EXTENSION OP REMARKS 
O'P 

HON. THOMAS D' ALESANDRO, JR. 
OP II A&n..utD 

IN TBE BOOSE OP REPRESENTATJVES 
Thursda11, Ma11 1S, 1947 

Mr. D'ALESANDRO. Mr. Speaker. on 
May 6 last, I was honored by my fellO\V 
townsmen or the great historic city of 
Baltimore by belng elec~d their m"or. 
As I am to be Inaugurated next Tues­
day, I. therefore. arise to tender my res• 
fgnatlon as a Member or Congress. In 
whlch distinguished body I have bad the 
boi;ior to serve since 1938. Last Novem• 
bcr tbe voters ot the Third Congressional 
District ot Maryland elected me for the 
flJtb consecutive time by an overwhelm­
Ing majority. Naturally. I am deeply 
grateful to them as I am to the men and 
women or Baltimore who have chosen 

·me to serve as their chief executive for 
the next 4 years. 

Baltimore ls a hl.storlc city tllJed wtth a 
r ich heritage and a lofty tradJtlon which 
entwines and threads about the Nation's 
early history. U Is a thriv.lng, prosperous 
munlclpallty or more t,ban 1,000.000 In• 
habitants. Situated on the Patapsco 
River. ll'lth the commanding Chesapeake 
Bay r ight off the city, a figurative 
stone's throw of Washington. the Na• 
tlon's Capital, it L'S the gateway between 
the North and South. It bas had a glori• 
ous past 1n the realm of culture, business. 
education, and patriotism. With the 

realization of lhe planned Improvements 
s<iheduled during the next 4 years. I am 
confident that It wllJ have a wonder Cul 
future. In the character or Its people­
and I, know It weJJ-,therc Is no room for 
prejudice. bigo1irY, hat.red. or malice. 
There Is. however. a fierce pride lo the 
glory and achievements or the matchless 
contributions which many or It.~ sons and 
daughters have made l.n the rormallon, 
preservation, and future greatness or our 
country. 

My native city or Baltimore was In• 
corporalcd In 1797, a decade before our 
founding fathers struck off at PhUa­
delpbla that Immortal document-the 
ConsututJon; a lltUe more than two 
decades when the lmmort.al Jefferson was 
Jnsp!roo to write the Declaration or Inde• 
pendence. and George Wash1ngton set 
!orth as the head of the Continental 
Army to wrest independence !or 4,000.-
000 people who were dest.lned 171 years 
later to assume the leadershJp or the 
world. Now, I propose to return to my 
native city. hwnble In spirit. fully ap. 
preciatJng the magnitude ot the task In 
this POStwar era, but determined with 
strong resolution to devote all my time 
and talents to help make Baltimore one 
or the preeminent cities or the Nation. 

It has been my pleasure. while a Mem. 
ber or Congress, to serve under two great 
Presidents. Fran.kiln Delano Roosevelt 
and Harry S. Truman; and three eminent 
Speakers, Messrs. Bankhead. Rayburn, 
and Martin. I have been the recipient 
of much kindness at I.heir hands. I shall 
always cherish to my dying day I.he 
strongest sentiments of deep and abiding 
friendship made while a. Member o.f this 
body. Since I have been a Member of 
this dlstlngulsbed body, I can truly say 
that I havt: never questioned t.be motives 
or Integrity or any Member who may 
have dltrered with me on any political, 
economic, ol' social question of the day. 
And I can say, In all can(lor, that I have 
never tavored any colleague except wlih 
gladness nor have I ever opl)()Sed any 
except with sadness. 

As I leave here, I thlnk of the critical 
problems which face our country In this 
hour. Our Nation. the guarcl1an of de­
mocracy. Is ascending the watchtower of 
the world in order to be prepared to safe. 
guard the rights of free peoples. Two 
opposing philosophies are battling for the 
souls or mode.rn m11,11, democracy versus 
communism. This communistic a.Wtult 
upon mankind would chain, bind, and 
strap lhe bodies, minds, and souls of 
men and women while the forces of de­
mocracy, as we practice It. would give 
dlgnlty to the human personallW, endow 
It with rights which no government can 
take away, because God and not a hu• 
mnn Institution hns bestowed t)lem. 

sumner Welles, a fellow Marylander of 
mine. recently said; 

The American people hMe entered the 
Valley or Declalon. U lhe United Stata 
mnl<es tull use of the opport"Unlty afforded by 
lta poslt1on. lte pow1>r, and ltl ,uources. It 
cllll dctumlne the deallnlea ot humanity. 
n can asvo waurn olvlUZAUon. 

With all my heart. Jam convinced that 
divine provldence has shaped our des­
tiny so that we can become the Uberator 
of mankind. It Ill no easy task. It Is 
an upbJJI struggle. I run sure that wise 

• 
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leadership here In Congress, In the State 
Department, and In the White House will 
bring about the high destiny that Amer­
ica mu.5t fuUIJI. It would be helpful If 
every Ame.rlcan were to dally reeall the 
words ot Thomas Jefferson: 

I hava sworn upon tbe altar or OOcl eternal 
bostUlty to every form or tyranny over the 
mlnda of men. 

And now I close with the fervent wish 
that we she.ll never give away the secrets 
of our atomic bomb unt.11 and unless 
security tor us and the world Is estab­
lished. It was the product of the genius 
or our scientists, our engineers, our in­
dustrialists. We must be the guardlans 
of Its safety if we and our children are 
to Uve In this world. The future or tjle 
world aod of ourselves Hes within dur 
grasp. We can defea~ the much-dis­
cussed recession which economists so 
glibly talk about. We can do It by work, 
by productJor for the more we produce, 
the Jess will be the cost 'or living; the 
more thlnas we can buy, the easter will 
be the building of our reserves-®1rltual, 
Jlnancial, and physical. 

Fellow Congressmen, I return to my 
City of Baltimore, enriched by my serv­
ice and experience In this Chamber. I 
leave the pyramid of government to re­
turn to Its baso--tbe city. When the 
base, or the city, ts strong, sound, and 
durable, the government at the top will 
be stable and enduring. There, In Bal­
tlmo.re, the metrop0lls city of Maryland, 
l shall labor tn the Interests or Its peo­
ple, conftdent that you will labor with 
vlslon and courage to set our Nation's 
problems aright. 

ne Penistent Dre&JD 

EXTENSION OP REMARKS 
or 

HON. J. WILLIAM FULBRIGHT 
OPA&KAH&M 

IN THE SZNATB OP TIU UNlTIID STATES 
FrldaV, Ma11 16 (lcg/$latlt!e da11 O/ 

Monda11, Aprtl 21), 1947 

Mr. FULBRIGHT. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent to have printed 
in the RECORD an editorial entitled ''The 
Persistent Dream," which appeared In 
the Washington Star o.n Friday. May 16, 
1947. I t.hlnk It Is one of the best edi­
torials on the subJect of a United states 
of Europe within the framework of the 
UnJted Nations that has been written, 
that has come to my attention, this year, 

There being no obJectlon. the editorial 
was ordered to be prtnted ln lhe RsooltD, 
as follows: 

TH¥ PDSJ.lff.NT l>&&A)I 

Jt t, not a new 'tdea -that Winston Churcb­
lU preaeboa In calllng'.for a United State9 of 
Europe, Ba latest addrua, rannatly launch• 
Ing a crampa11n In Jlrltllln to that end, la 
1tmpty an eloquent alllnrultlon or taJlh In 
an enctcnt dre:un, More Important, It ta a 
10mber wamtni that the 1Jtne la at b411.d 
when the P<!Rce or the Oontlnont and tbe 
world demands tb•t the drPnm taJr.e on aub• 
,tance: thRl It he tranalMe<I Into rell.ltl)o: 
t.hat action be atarted on It now: not 10 year• 
ltom no-..•, or • century Crom now. 

Nothing coUld ta eoater, of cour,e, Ulan 
to ralle the Ul\lat realistic obJectlona to tbls 
dream. lt h .. bad Sl'••t and brllllant ,pon-

' aora, off and on. for centu.rlm past, but atlll 
the natlona or Burope have oeemed to cling • 
mote Jealously than ever to Ulelr aeJ)Arate 
aoverelgntlea. Politically, ec:onomlcally, bis· 
tort.ca!ly, they have de<oloped among tbom­
eetvcs .ucb rivalries, such antagonisms, aucll 
bates that th" thought o.r uniting them b .. 
the appearance sometimes of betng a 11ho11y 
unattalnAble Ideal ror practical men In R 
hara and per·ene world. 

Yet It IS a tact that Ille dream la per• 
alStent and that the movement to reoU"" It 
Is ;tronger todny, and more ·vldelJ)read. 
than at any tllne 1n hlalory. Mr. Churchill 
Is not the only voice crying In the wilderness 
of unconnected and cluhtng aoveretgntlu. 
His aucceseor. Prtme Mlnlskt AtWee. la on 
record a.a fi'l.rntng that the OOMtnent must 
redora.te or pens)>. tn Prance, In I taly, In 
the Lowlanda, and elsewhere the same note 
ts being eounded In mounting \'Olume. The 
Government or R\1.1$1a may be 11.atly against 
the Idea, but EUropeans ar" tor It tn evor-ln­
crenalng numbers. lndeed, "'en In the New 
World, bttfl ln our own country,, th~re ts a 
llN'•t and growing sentiment for It, a senti­
ment eummod up In the pending Pulbrtgbt­
Bogga resolution to have Congress deelar• 
tor • United Statell or Europe wltllln the 
framework or the Untt<!d Nattona. 

Tblll dream perslat. tor a good reason. 1n 
!loll'. Obureblll's words, <IMded Europe, be,. 
ca..,.. or Ito tragmentatton Into land• puUIJ;ig 
against each other Instead of totietl'er, baa 
led ttaelf and much or the outalde world 
"Into the pit or squalor, 1laugbtcr, and 
ru1n.'' Today. as ne.ver bet ore, there ta a 
compulsion l.o unite, politically and econom­
ically, fix common ,urvtval. Tbe reallnlo 
obJecttona an,, tn fact, unttallltle; worse, 
they 114d up to a deteatln lnY1tatton to ca­
tastrophe. A federawd continent may be 
long In the maldng, t.ut men with ta.Ith, 
every friend or a clvlllzed and tasilng peace, 
wlll keep OD 1tflvlng ror It against all oclda. 

State, J1t1tice, Commerce, and the J11di­
·ciary Appropriation BiU, Fiscal Year 
1948 

SPEECH 
OP 

HON. WALTER H. JUDD 
OP IUNN&SOTA 

JN TB.B HOUSE OP BEPRESl!NTATIVl!S 
Ti1.11r,da11, Ma11 15, 1947 

The Bouse In committee or the Wbola 
House on the State of the Unton bad under 
conaJderatlon the blU (H. R . aan), molting 
approprlnlon, tor tbe Departments or Stat.e, 
Justice, Comm=•• and the Judtcl'ary ror 
the llscal year ending June 30. 1948, and 
for other plll"JlOll(!8. 

Mr. JUDD. Mr. Chairman, I rise In 
SUPPOrt or the amendment to continue 
ror a year Federal operation of the con­
trol towers at the 148 designated air­
ports. I wish the subcommittee of the 
Committee on Int.er&tate and ForeJgn 
Commerce which has been In vestlgatJng 
the whole matter of air safety and con­
trol had been able to complete Its study 
and bring before ,us a well-considered 
over-all plan tor development of alr­
POrts, coordJnatlon or alr traffic and 
proper allocation of costs among the 
Federal Government, States or munici­
palities, and those wbo u.se the airports, 
such as mUltary planes, commercial 
Planes, and private planes. 

The sub:commltt.ee reports that It wlll 
bi: able to complete Its work and report 
out basic Jealslatlon In the next few 

months. Until we have enacted such 
legislation, I bclleve we must coctlnue 
the present Federal support of the pro­
gram as It has been developed by the 
Government during the war. 

For Instance, In my dJstrlct is Wold 
0hamberlain Airport, which serves the 
Twin Cltl.es and Is already one or lhe 
buslest and most Important In the coun­
try. As tre.ffic to Asia expands, It should 
become the maJor port for air traffic Lo 
and from AIMka, Russia. anu the Orient. 
Obvlo~y. uniformity In sl(llals and 
control Is as essential for International 
air traffic as it Is for sea navigation. 
Ughthouses. and so forth. For Congress 
to reJect the pending amendment would 
leave municipalities with the IJnpOSS!ble 
task or makJng other arrangements In 
the 6 weeks between now r nd June 30, 
the end of the &cal year. Some mu­
nlclpolltles could take over the support 
or control towers; many could not. The 
net result would be disruption of the 
present efficient alr-conlrol system or 
the Nation. From the standpoint or 
our national defense alone, I cannot be­
Ueve such acUon would be the part of 
wisdom or of economy, and I hope the 
amendment to continue the program for 
1 year will be adopted. 

Completion of Veteran,' Temporary 
Reue Ho1t1iac Procram 

SPEECH 

HON. JOHN J. RILEY 
• mt- SOUTH CAIOUllA 

IN 'I"ID ROUSE 01" lUlPRESEN'l'ATIVES 
Tln.irsda.11, Ma11 15, 1947 • The House In Committee or the Whole 

House on the State ot the Union .had un• 
der cona1c1erat1on the bUI (H. a . 2780) to 
amend acctlon 602 (a) or \he act entitled 
"An act to eK!)e(llte the provtaton 01 homing 
In connection with national defuu111, and ror 
other purpotn . ., 

Mr. RILEY. Mr, Chairman, this bill, 
H. R. Z780, as repon.ed by the House 
Committee on Banking and currency 
wouJd authoriie the apprOJ)rlaUon of 
funds to complete all suspended unlls 
covered by remlttent contract with edu­
cational Institutions and local agencies 
except those on which the Government 
has cx,Pended no funds, an estimated 
1,622 units, and those on which the Gov­
ernment expenditures have been In• 
curred only In dismantling or transpor­
tatJon, an estimated 2,108 units. This 
amendment would restore the runds tor 
~ose 2.108 units. There ts still no pro­
vision for ·the 1,622 units. 

These 2,108 housing units have been 
dl.smantled. Parts of U1em are In one 
place and parts In another. The various 
collegis aJlSI communltlcs have prepared 
the land and provided ~be utmu-n 
the stte&-they have made their plans to 
use these houses. The housing, which 
this amendment would provide, Is largely 
Ior Ule use or veterans who wL~h to com­
plete their education at either high 
school or college, With the ma.rrled vet­
erans, time Is ol Ule essence. They have 
to obtain th.elr education-now or toruo 
the opportunJty. They cannot wait .a 




