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ST T,.; .. ~ NT BY DR. ABBA HILLEL SILVE.R 
C .. IR}. N OF Tiic; 1- i, .RlCAN s ~c I lON OF TH., mnss GBNCY li'OR p .. LE STINE 

AND OF 'l' ·Ll: .t1 .1~HlCi,.N ZI01' IST •'UERC~NC Y COllNCIL 
AT PR SS CO ~ ER• :JcE T T E ..:..aYF'LO ~R HOTEL, {A HINGTOl1, 

D. C., OND Y, Y 5, 1947. 

W.XKJta I am deeply irateful to you en and women fr haTin taken tie out 

•f your busy ay to come here and to listen to some r the thin s which I, as a 

sp kesman of the Jewish eop le, would like to say to you, and, thr u~h yGu, te 

the American people about the subject which is now bein Presented to the ,reat 

international tribunal of mankind, the United Nations. 

We are ha py that the subject is n w before the United ations. fter 

all, the Jerish National H e K did receive its iree.t endorse ent and its status 

intern tionally at the hands of the United Nati na, then known as the Lea ue •f 

Ne.tins. fe are ~lad that the conscience r nkind ill have n o portunity to 

reTiew the whole roblem am to ss ju ent. 

We did not ask that the subject be presented at the Unite ations because 

we had hope that there would be no further delay in penin the doers of alestine 

fr Jewish refu,ee s and for the continuation in the develo ent of the Jewish 

National Home, a delay which, as you know, has brou ht bout the serious olitical 

deterioration in Palestine arxl has been worki terrible hardships upon the un-

f rtuna.te en,ari: women and crhildren ho are st ill in the D·. P. ca ps where they 

have been lan~uishin for quite a number of years. I hope that the nited tion1 

will be able to find the just solution to the problem. It would mean much to all 

concerned. It will enn ch to the restige of the United Nations. It was the 

failure to solTe an intern tional problem justly and to~ ple ent that aoluti n 

back in 1931 which marked the be innin of the end f the lea e f Nations, and, 

in a sense, also the be innin of the Second rld War . 
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e are a bit concerned at the moment about what is happenin, at the 

Assembly of the United Nati ns in Jlmr Flushing. It is now re th n a week sinoe 

the subject has been discussed in the Plenary Session and in co ittee. Those 

states or th se renresentatives of states op osed to the Jewish National Home have 

had a f·eld day at the United ations and have used that institution as a soundin~-

ard fr their pr a anda, and under uise of a discussion on procedure they have 

en a~ed in uite an elaborate substitute debate on the subject an have read into 

the record much hostile pro _a~anda, while the voice of the Jewish ople -- which 

is, to say the least, one of the parties most directly concerned in the whele 

proble, and in my humble jud ent the most directly concerned arty because it 

is the subject of the Jelfish Nat ions Home which is be in discussed -- has n t been 

permitted to be heard. Certain technicalities have been invoked. uThe Je ish 

Agency is not a stat3, it is sai, "and as a non- overnmental body has not the 

ri:;ht to appear afore the .tt.ssembly •f t e n ·t Nations' . Other states have 

maintained that there is no such pr vision • n the Charter of the Unite nations 

that non- overrunental odies cannot bes oned to appear bf re the JS embly. 

It has been ar ued that iTing us t e privile e of be·nt there to share in the 

discussions would establish a recedent for other or e..nize.tions ho may in the .fie 

future ask fr the same iTiler;e. 

It shoul be re e bered, howev r, that the Jewish ency is not just 

another or anization which ishes to be heard on the sub;ect of P lestine. The 

Jewish A ency is a oublic body reco nized in the { n te for Pe le st ine, iv n the 

ri t to sn k for the Jews of Pal st ine and ews outsi e of Palestine on subjects 

dealin with P lestine. ay I read you t e provision of the nd te on the su -

ject of th Jewish A ncy: 

"Article 4. An ppropriate ewish Agency hall be reco nized 
as a public body for the r se of advis in and co- perat in with 
the dministration of Palestine in such economic, aooi 1 and ther 
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matters as m;,q affect the establishment of the Je ish national home 
and the interests of the Jewish poplll.ation in Palestine. a.ad, sub
ject always to the control of the A.dministratio n. to assist and take 
iart 1a the de'Yelopllent of the country. 

"The Zionist organization. so long aa its organization and con
stitution are ill the opinion of the Mandatory appropriate, shall be 
recognized as euch agency. It shall take steps in consultation with 
His Jk'itannic Majeaty 1a Government to secure the cooperation of all 
Jews who are will1Jl8 to assist in the establishment of the Jewish 
national home." 

Thus the Jewish Agency in asking for an opportunity to be beard is asking 

for what 1n all law and in all e . ui ty it is entitled to hen the sub j c l 

Jewish National Hane is bei».g diecuased by the international tribunal. Tm very 

heart of the problem before the United Nations is the establishment of the Jewish 

State, and if because of a technicality the Jewish Agency is not permitted to 

state its case in all the diecu.eaions which revolve about the subject, in my 

opinion a grave injuatice will have been done a.nd a serious reflection cast on 

the integrity of this great internatio~l institution. 

For example, when the subject of the composition of the Committee of 

In'-luiry comes up - and this is something vital to the Jewish Agency - are the 

members to be neutral, impartial, or the to.ols and atoogea of othar government• 

comnitted to a policy hostile to us. Vlhen the terms of reference of the Committee 

come to be discussed, that is a matter of life and death to us, what these terms 

of reference shall be, and it is unthinkable that the opinion and counsel of the 

Jewish .Agency should not be involmd when theae prelimillary and fu.rdamental 

things are being discussed and decided. And that i wh¥ the position of our own 

Gov rnment ill Flushing at this moment is to ua especially baffli»g. 

e bad assuned that our Government, baaing ourselves on the public pr~unce

menta of our Goverment, on the atatementa fre uently uade by th• Chief ixecutivee 

of our country favoring the establishment of a free and democratic Jewish ColllDOD

weal. th in Palestine, and the Reaolution adopted by the Congress aa recently ae 

15 month• ago on thia subject, not to speak of the ge»eral pu.blic opinion of the 
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United states, which when canvassed was found to be friendly on this subject --

we had assumed that our representatives would ke sure thnt the Jewish Aiency 

would have an o ortunity to present its case ful l y, as the 1r bs have had. 

Instead of that, stran~ely enouih, our spokes ,en at this fissembly see to be 

Russia,EI Poland, Czechoslovakia, Chile. le do not conclude that this over-concern 

of our representatives with technicalities f procedure is indicative of any 

reversal to oppose in detail what one is unwillin~ to oppose in :full, but we 

do say that we are considerably bewildered at the s ectacle of the United States 

dele~ate arguing at ~reat length as to why the Jewish A~ency should not be heard 

at a Special Session discussin the establishment of the Jewish National Hoe. 

Great Britain asked for this Speci 1 ssembly a:f'ter • BeTin's •xi:xau 

improvisations in this field upon the success of which he had staked his political 

career ended, as they were doomed to end, in total failure -- ~nd we must say that 
be 

we are ~lad that Great Britain will no lon er,/kaxa the sole judie and jury in the 

case in which it stands as the accused, and, if you will pardon us, we also 

question the sincerity of Great Britain referrin~ this tter to the United 

Nations, accompanied by a declaration that it has no intention of abi ini by the 

recommendations should these reco end tions orove not acce,tabl to Great Britain. 

In other words, Great Britain reserves the ri ht to reject the recommendations in 

the sa~e manner it rejected the recommendations of the Antlo- merican Committee 

which it, Great Britain, c led into existence, in the same manner as it called 

the Special Session into existence, and we are afraid that our fear is not un

justified. Ve are afraid that this is a procedure of del y, heart-br ~in pro

crastination, the purpose of which is to break the morale of the refu ees, to 

scatter their number nd to co pel the Jewish eopl to accept ,r. eTin's private 

solution for the Palestine problem. 
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I hoe, good friends, that when the Cor..mittee of Inquiry is appointed 

by the United Nat ions, it will be oomPOsed of neutrals, truly neutr 1 states, 

and ill zllllfillll s contai neither Arabs nor Great Britain. In Pro osin the 

Spec ie.l Session of the United Nat ions, Great Britain indicated th t it wishes 

to iTe an account of its stewardship of the Lee.iue of Nations Mandate for 

Palestine. I do hope that the Committee of Inquiry will have a full opportunity 

to investite.te the lon, record of the violations perpetrated under this steward

shi. I hope they will inquire how e.n interns.ti nal trust which was volunt rily 

assumed to romote the establishment of the Jewish National Home, which accordin, 

to the report of the British Palestine Royal Commission was unquestionably the 

primary purpose of the .vmnde.te, how that interne.t ione.l trust which was based on 

the Mandate -- one of its principal articles res.din as follows: 

"The Mandatory shall be resnonsi le for Placint the country under 
such political, ad~inistrative and econ io conditions ~swill secure 
the establishment of the Jewish tre.t ione.l home, e.s le.id down in the 
preamble, e.nd the development of elf- overnin institutj_ons, and also 
for s fe,uarding the civil and re i,;ious ri~hts of e.11 the inha itanta 
of Palestine, irres ective of race and reli ion." 

You will note th t in this article 2 there is ention of the Jewish 

National Home and of no other national home. You will note that what is spoken 

of here after the pri.me.r ll responsibility of the Jewish Ne.t ione.l Home is the 

sett int; up of self-,;overn • n~ institutions in conformity with the prfrne.ry aim, 

the establishment of the Jewish ational Hoe, and also for the rotection of 

civil and reli~ious ri hts of all the inhabitants of Palestine, hich ciTil ri hts 

have not been interfered with by anybody, and nobody he.s complained that they have 

been interfered with. You will note that there is no ention of the establishment 

of e.n Arab National Home. You will note that in this ~andate as part of the pre

amble it is sta ed that reco nition is iven to the 11 hi toric l connection of the 

Jewith peo le with Palestine and to the rounds for reconstituting their national 

home in this country". 
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I se.,r, I ho e that the Committee of Inquir wil 1 inquire as to how this 

internation 1 snabaxkaa trusteeship has been violated to a point where today 

Jews e.re be in driven away from the shores of their ?Tat iona 1 Ho by Br it ish 

military mi~ht, and how a ,overnment which pledied itself to f cilitate Jewi h 

immi r tion into Palestine and the close settlement of Jews on the soil as part 

of its commitments can reconsile that obli ation with the present enterprise in 

which it is eng ged in driTi~ tra,ically weak men, wo en an children ho come 

to the shores of Palest· e in rotten hulks, leaky boats as to their last re.f'uge, 

drivin them away to new detention camps ,XJIXJllirJ.irdl and how they can reconsile the 

close settlement on the soil with the edict which they issued th&t Jewish settle

ment shall be restricted to 6% of the area of that little country. I hoe that 

the Committee of Inquir. ill study the basic documents u on which the work in 

Palestine has been proiressin,, and what was intended by the Balfour Declar&tion 

and the ndate, and it is this thou~ht th t I would like to emphasize to ycu 

at this time, because there is consider tle conf\lsion as to ht vre.s intended 

and hat the urnose of the ational Ho was and how to take care of re.f'u ees 

at the present time. 

The Jmimaq Prime inister of Great Britain at the time of the issuance 

of the Balfour Declaration was Lloyd Geor,e, and this is the testimony of Lloyi 

Geor e: "It was not their idea (the me bers of the Ca inet) that a Jewish State 

shoul be set up immediately by the Pence Treaty ... On the other hand, it was a 

oontem lated that when the tie arrived for accordin~ represente.tiTe institutions 

to Pal stine, if the Jews had eanwhile responded to the opportunity afforded 

t hem ..• and had become a definite ~ajority of the inh bitants, then Palestine 

would thus become a Jewish Commonwealth. The notion that Jewish immi ration 

would have to be artificially restricted in order to ensure that the Jen,s shoul 

be a per nent minority never entered into the heads of anyone engated in framinc 

the olicy. That would have been re arded s unjust and as a fraud on the people 

to wh we were appealin •" 
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his, by the way, was too the understandin of our own President at the 

time, President .. ilson, who declared in rch 1919: "I persuaded that the 

Allied n tions, with the :fullest concurrence of our own Government and eoPle, 

are a,reed th~t in Palestine shall be laid the foun#ations of a Jewish Commonwealth." 

The idea, therefore, was the reconstitutint of the Jewish State. It s 

not the salvation of a ressin~ refu~ee problem in 1919. Attempts have since been 

made to confuse the issues~- the problem of what to do with a hundred thousand or 

two hundred thousand ~ tragic Jewish refu ees now in the A erice.n and Briti h zones 

of Occupation in Germany, and this n tional problem which the Balfour D clar tion 

and the d te sou ht to solve and which Zionism came to solve which was the 

problem not of refugees but the problem of the national homelessness of the 

Jewish people which has been the source of all our kE•gi• tra edies since our 

dispersion. The tra~edy of the Je·vs bein, a inority everywhere in the world and 

a jority nowhere where he can control his own destiny, the roble of not havinc 

•s national st tus in the world, so the.t at the nited Nati ns the Jewish people 

which has contributed as much as any oth r nation in hi tor to nkin must hover 

around in the corridors and is not permitted to have a seat even in the discussion 

of a problem which most directly e.nd vitally concerns the -- this is the roble 

which the and.ate sou ht to solve. To reconstitute the Tewish ational o e was 

to orovide the Jewish 

wished to or if they h 

o le with a hoe to hich its eo~le could o if they 

to as a tter of ri ht. Six illion Jes were stroyed 

in t e le.st few years of th r in Euro e because they had no national hoe to 

which slit to o the s ere.te er ency, so the h d to o to s chambers. 

The Zi ni t oveinent was not ere ted e.rter the Second :; rld :far to 

meet the roblem of these unfortunate Jews in the D. P. c mps. The Zioniet 

Movement was created in 1879, and the first Zionist Con ress e.t the time when 

there were ~ree.t i i rat'on opportuniti sin ny parts of the world for Jews, 
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but at the time when the national proble existed, as it has existed for thousands 

m of years, and tka:xkitiax•t the book by the founder of the Zionist rovement is 

ap roprietely called, "The Jewish State". 

I stress the point because what we are concerned with is a national 

problem and not a refuiee problem, and what the Balfour Declaration and the 

ndate speak of is a National Home. I hear it often said, and to me it is a 

disconcert in statement, "Oh, yes, the United States is concerned about send in 

Jews to Palestine but why isn't it concerned with takin Jews into the United 

States?" Now, this is not a. logical ar~ument. It is a ''red herring". It would 

be wonderful if the nited States would o en its doors to ,Jewish re.fu ees -- ancl 

t other refuiees -- but, after all, the United States is not the Jewish ational 

Home and the United States did not undertake to facilitate Jewish i igration. 

It is the andatory which is obli a.tad to kee the doors open and ~ even to 

facilitate Jewish inur.iiration. Therefore, this 

logical thou~ht on this sub,jeot. 

~um.ant is only meant to confuse 

And may I also emphasize this thou~ht, if' I ay be Per itted to do so 

briefly. 'fe have no issue with the re.bs rea ly. Ile are not opposed to having 

the Arabs hopes fulfilled. At the time of the issuance of the Balfour Declara-

tion, it was realized that the national asoirations of the Arabs, which had been 

in abeyance for many years, would be fully satisfied when out of the Turkish 

Empire which was then breakin up not one, but a number of indeoendent hrab 

States would be set up, and since that time five independent Arb ltates have 

been set up. Four of them are already members of the nited at·ona, ~nd the 

fifth has been declared independement and will probably seek repr~sentation in 

the United Nations before long. And these states occupy an area of a million

two-hundred-thousand square miles, are under-populated, with population i poverished, 

and there is room, if nroper stimulation were ive~ to irri ation and technical 
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i provements, for millions upon millions more of population. It was contemplated 

by these statesmen that alo~ with satisfyini the leiiti~ate KUix national aspira

tions of the Arab people, the le~itiinate as pirations of the Jewish people would 

like\fise be satisfied, and a little b notch of that vast area of the iddle Ee.st, 

in the little land kno,m as Palestine, would be set aside as a Jewish National 

Home. In fact, in 1919, tte leaders of the Arabs fully understood that there 

was no conflict between their interests and our interests, and I should like to 
Emir 

ce.11 your attention to that a reel"'.ent which WA.E reached betvreen/hiJms Feisal and 
Elnir 

Chai Weizmann, and more pe.rticularly to the corres pondence between/ix:bma Feisal 

and Justice Felix Frankfurter. I will read you these few sentences from a letter 

of be Faisal's of ~arch 3, 1919: 

,,We feel that the Arabs e.nrl Jews are cousins in race, havin, 
suffered similar oppressions at the hands of powers stronier than 
the selves, and bv e. happy coincidence have been able to take the 
first step:k towards the attainment of their national ideals to
~ether. 

"We Arabs, especially the educated a on, us, look with the 
deepelt sympathy on the Zionist movement. Our depute.t ion here in 
Paris is fully acquainted with the proposals submitted yesterday 
by the Zionist Orianization to the Peace Conference, and we regard 
them as oderate and proper. We will do our best, in so far as we 
are concerned, to help them throu~h: we will ~ish the Jews a most 
hearty we lco11e home. 11 

e hope to cooperates in the lon future ahead with the Arab 
4
eoples 

of the Near East, because Palestine is in the Near Ee.st and itsia fortunes will 

be intertwined with the fortunes of the entire Near .ast, but that cooperation 

cannot be purchased at the sacrifice of the Jewish national ri hts in Palestine. 

nd ma I express this thou~ht in conclusion before we will have a 

mo ent to answer questions. I hone that this eommittee of Inquiry will via t 

Palestine. I hope that it will sp n most of its time in Palestine and will 

see hat has been done in Palestine since the issuance of the Balfour Declaration 

and since the • ndate, how Jews have build there, what they have built, the 

quality of the buildin and whether their buildin he.a hurt the Ara opulation 
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or has benefitted it. They will find -- I have just returned fro Palestine 

a few weeks ago -- that an e ic of marvelous colonization, the like of which 
for 

the world he.s not seen/m&q many ~enere.tions, has been accomplished. They will 

see there the outpost of the 20th century in a world which is still unfortunat ly 

but essentially a medieval world, an if the Jewish National Horne is permitted to 

continue, the standards of livin~, the conceptions of social ·ustice, the new 

techniques of buildin~ and agriculture which are being used will in y humble 

judiment -- and I say this with a feir amount of pride in an achievement of y 

peo le, and not at all in the snirit of bre.,ie.docio -- that all these if permitted 

to carry on will act as a great stimulus to the entire Tast area f the world 

which in my humble judiment is the next great area of hl:can develo ment -- the 

idd le .Ba st . 

I hope they will also visit the Displaced Persons C ps of Europe and 

see what is happenint to these war victims ,111 the eople who suffered most in the 

wa.r, how their more.le is bein undermined by this protracted detention. hy. 

sorne of them have lived in camps ten yea.rs or _ore . There are childrene who a.re 

seven or ei ht years old who ha.ve never seen the inside of a home. nap alling 

bu an tr iedy is takin~ place there which could have been averted ri ht after 

the war, but for considerations of oil or war or what not -- I am not even 

me.king indictments -- these people are la.n uishin there with their hopes 

d ferred t' e nd e.i in, f cing the future as if they were facing a stone 11. 

Yo red a treat d al about terror in Palestine . l have iot to say a 

word abo t th t. The Jews who came to Palestine c e there bearing tools, not 

weapons. They ca.me there as pioneers to build, to invest their lives with sweat 

and bloo • wV'eapons are being forced into their hands by a ~ ndatory Government 

which is ex outinr a la,less policy and a lawlessness breeds lawlessness. The 

closing or the doors of Pal stine vas a la less ct of the nndatory not 
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sanctioned by the league of Nations. It drives men and women away from. the 

shores of Palestine as a lawless act, unilateral and illegal, not to speak of 

immorally enforced by the Me.ndatery Government. No one condones terror, and I, 

for one, question the oolitical value of these a.ots of so-called terror. l.lut 

one must be fair. One must understand what breeds this bitter resentment which 

forces men and woraen, peace-lovin~ men and women, to resort to these desperate 

measures. The people laniuishing in Europe are their kith and kin. They have 

spent years and yea.rs in the hell of Europe. Six million of them had to die be

cause you couldn't disturb the Middle East during the war, but they were hopinc 

for the end of the war when these rennants would be let immediately to come to 

Palestine, and these Jews of Palestine have to stand on the shores and see the 

ships come near, crowded with their blood, coming nearer and nearer to the shores, 

and then the boats are boarded by troops and with 1 te r ,as and fire UBXa+ 

hoses and truncheons, transported to other ships and carried away a~a in to new 

camps. 

'rhere is one ,vay to put an end to the terror in Palestine, and you can 

do it in 24 hours. Great Britain could do it in 2i hours. Just make the announce

ment that Jewish reru~ees who want to come to Palestine will be allowed to come 

as is their right to do. That is all. That is all that would be needed. I heard 
magnanimity,&Mfor 

a representative of one of the reat European Co:mm.on~ealth appeal for/patience 

and for ~ood will so that the United Nations could carry on its deliberations 

in an atmosphere of calmness. I a~ree ~ with him entirely. It would be 

entirely desirable . But I know of only one way it can be accomplished: if the 

spirit of magnanimity would come not only to the Jews but to those who hold the 

key to the door of Palestine . I£ Jews were allowed to enter in substantial 

number to Palestine today, the whole tension ,,ould be lifted . People would 

breathe more easily and in that spirit of r;renter mar;nanimit , let me say the 
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the United Nations can then proceed ~ith its work in solvin~ this ~reat inter

national problem. 

I hope that the United ~tates will take the leadership in this tter, 

as it does in some other international tters in mich it has not such clear 

com.'llitment s as it has in the mat t er of Palestine. 'When our Governments wants to 

move affirmatively and a~gressively, it kn ws how. I am £raid that in this 

atter -- which is not a small matter on the periphery of merica's forei~n 

policy, not a small matter at all or els there would not be a Special Assembly 

of the international or~anization I hope that in this instance our Government 

ill take a position of real leadership in conformity with its traditional di nity 

on the subject and rill 1 nd its resti~e and authority to xkixxg1ta the solution 

of this ~reat humen proble . 

QUESTIONS 

Question: Dr. Silver, I noted u used the words "baffled" and "bevril ered" in 

connection ith the United States position in not allowin the resentation of 

the At; ncy posit ion in the UN. ·.vould the yord 11 betraya 1 11 be too stronr;7 

Dr. Silver: I am not usin that tern. You can readily understand hy I am not 

usin it. The mm act is not yet complet . I hope some just solution will 

be found, and I hope that our country will be on the ri ht side. 

uestion: I notice th tin your re rks basin your expectations on statements 

by th Presi ent, ~ Con~r as, and public o inion. Is thera an inference there 

that there is a fi diT·.sion bet een the statements of th President nd the acts 

of the State Department in carryin(; them out? 

Dr. SilTer: At times there appeared to be. t times there appeared to be lack 

of cooperation and lack of a strai ht line, as you put it, as between the le is-
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lative branch of our Goverrunent and the executive branch of our Government, and 

betw-een the Chief Ex•~cutive and the State Department. I am hopinr; that now that 

we are approaching the hour of eoision that there will be some basic understandin 

as to what is the position of our Government. 

Question: Could you be more specific? 

Dr. Silver: At the monent I don't know. At the moment, as I stated, we have all 

been seriously confused as to this attitude of our Government e.t the United Na

tions. PresU11e.bly it represents the attitude of the State Depart~ent. Presumably 

also, that of the Chief Executive. Whether it is ere y a technical attitude 

ta~en by our Government to insure a certain per nent Procedure for the United 

Nations or not, that we don't know. le will know before the day is over. If 

our Government is really concerned in seein~ the.t we ~et a hee.rini, there are 

ways of ~ettin~ it even if we cannot appear fficially before the Assembly. 

Question: You spoke of Bevin's private solution. Can you explain ~hat that is? 

Dr. Silver: Bevin• s private solution, you kno -- when I say "private", it isn •t 

that he invented it. He didn't invent it, but hei is most determined to put it 

over, even in opposition to the Colonial ~~ti•• dministrator. Bevin's osition 

at the moment is to solve the proble by cantonization of Palestine, settin up 

a num~er of cantons, very restricted as far as the Jewish area is concerned, 

and the ri~hts of the Jewish people within that area are even more restricted. 

Over-all control i in the hands of Great Britain. 

I notice also a confusion which crops up from time to time, and it ap

peared, I think, in one of the papers yesterday: partition plans, the partition 

lan of • Bevin and those of some others. . Bevin's schem does not conten-

late partition. It contem lates ax a unit ry state with cantons in which the 

area of the Jewish cantons will be about 1200 quare miles, and where the ultimate 

control of i.nuni ration within those narrovi cantons will also be lefi to the 

British Hi h Commissioner. 
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Question: There have been accusations that the A~ ncy does not represent the 

Jews of Palestine or the Jews of the world. Can you say somethin~ about that? 

Dr. Silver: Gladly. There is one body in Palestine which speaks for the Jews 

of Palestine, the Vaad Leumii, the National Council. That }ationali Council h s 

within the last forty-sif;ht hours sent e.n official cable to th Secretariat of 

the United Nations that the Je•.rlsh r;ency speaks for the Va d Leumii in inter

national relations and represents the Jews of ~alestine. 

Question: You have based the Jewish case on le~alit , ut the Arabs base their 

case on ethnolo ical rather than le al irounds. 

Dr. Silver: Of course e will have full occastion to present to the Committee 

of Inquiry a rather extensive reoly. Their ar u~ent has no basis. There has 

never been an Arab country called Palestine. The re has never been an Arab govern

ment in Palestine. Palestine has been for centuries now a province within the 

Turkish Empire. The statesmen of .the world t t he time they issued the K ndate 

fully understood the ethnolotical backiround of Pale stine and the historical 

connections of the Jewish people with Palestine. They took all these facts, 

wei~hed these factors, and decided that inasmuch as t hey were settint up in that 

reat world of which I s oke a ori.ent a~o five inde" ndent Arab st t s, it is 

perfectly lo~ical to reconstitute their homeland in what was their historic home, 

the place where the Jewish peo le hP~ lived for centuries, where they created 

Judaism and Christianity and to which they have constf:Jtly southt to return an to 

which toward the close or the 19th century they be an a ~eat movement or return, 

oulminatin~ in the work of the last two or three decades. 

uestion: Could ou comment on th relationshi between a Jewish State and 

de ocratic developments in the iddle ~ast? 

Dr. Silver: I think a Jewish state in Palestine would be a ireat radiatin center. 

The imri Jews co in to Palestine brin with them hi h democratic ideals, not only 
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of their own neoPle, but of the • estern World, and in all they have sour;ht to 

build in Palestine, the,, have i printed a stamp of democracy, ann I think one 

of the fee.rs of the Jewish atione.l Home is that :kn very thin~ that the Jews 

are brin~in irresistible democratic influences which are ~ound to pen tr te to 

the periphery. 

Question: How do you account for this a arant division of policy between the 

President and the St te Department? Domestic influence? 

Dr. Silver: I don't knm7 just at the moment that there are sharp differences 

between the President and the Secretary of State. I don't knmT what their osi-

"-. . "'ion is. 

Question: Has a meetin~ been sou ht with Secretary 
will or will 

rshall by the A~ency? 
not 

Dr. Silver! I can't say whether it/xilix~xXKixi:.xnxxaxrlma not. \'e have/been 

in touch with . Marshall since he left f.or __ oscoi7, ut that sort of contact 

~oes on all the time. 

Question: Could ou sa a word on vhat you t ink the reaction of the Arabs, 

particul rly Arb ~overrunents, , · ht be to the roceedin~ you su~ est d nd what 

steps should be taken to deal with it? 

Dr. Silver: I canx't speak for them. Inf ot, thy have spoken for the selves 

quites ecifice.lly. They are a~in it, but I don't think that they should be the 

determinin~ factor. 

uestion: Can you xplain the rel tionsh·n of this roblem to our policy in aidin 

Greece an Turkey to resist Communism and also the influence on Palestine of 

Russia's spok smanship of it in the UN? 

Dr. Silver: I think it would be a great mistake to use -- for our people and 

our Government to conclude that the need for stoppin~ Communist penetr tion into 

the Middle East -- an that is the objective -- that that has to be had at the 

price of sacrificin~ the Jewish National Home, that they have to ap ese the rab 
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States in he iddle ~ast by the sacrifice of the Jewish National Home in order 

to keep them loyal to the Anglo-American bloc, as a~ainst the Soviet bloc. I 

think that is fundamentally an error. First of all, the rulers of the Arb 

States fer Co ~unism far more than they fear the Jewish National Home, because 

they know that Col'!llUunist penetration in the .1iddle East means the end of their 

feudal re imes, so the dan~er of driving them into the lap of the Soviet Union 

is a propaganda, not at all an actuality. 

Question: Can you tell why you don't make a deal with the Ar bs and get to ether 

with the Arabs'? 

ha Dr. Silver: I think it would ave been much easier to come to an understand

in~ with the rabs if the Great Powers of the orld hadn't interfered. 

Question: Do you think there will be a civil war if Jews are per itted to enter 

the country'? 

Dr. Silver: Not at all. Please remem r that the Jews of Palestine are not fiiht-

ni the 1 r bs. They are fi,htinr; t e Briti h. 

Question: Have there been an negotiations before the Powers stepped in? 

Dr. Silver: There were attempts to come to arui understandin, but as lon~ as the 

Arabs understand that they can play off power politics ag inst us, whv should 

they sit down with us to discuss it? What have they to ~ain by it? 

uestion: You say ou question the sincerity of Britain in referrin~ the Palestine 

question to the sse bly and that you q ation th British sincerity of her inten

tion to abide by the decision. I would like to s whether you have troubled to 

clear this point up with the British Government. Sir lexander Cadoi n said in 

the Com11.ittee of the UN last week that Britain was preoared to kll aooept any 

d cision, but not to enforce it, which is a different tin . 

Dr . Silver: Oh, you think so. 

,ueation: Certainly there is e. difference. To alone r,ive n and money to fi ht 

terrorism in Palestine and accepting a decision carried out by all the nations . 
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Dr. Silver: I am afraid I cannot be characterized as ~ivin~ a misleadin~ state

ment. I a have only quoted the statement. I interpret it to mean that Britain 

reserves the ri~ht to accept or reject the decision. 

Question: Sir Cadoian ~aTe a different opinion. It has been uoted in the 

papers . 

Question: Do you think that if a pro-Jewish solution is ro1 osed, an army will 

be necessar to enforce it7 . 
Dr . Silver: I think if the nited States and the United Nations toiether agree 

upon a ·ust solution, that this itself would carry enou~hs oral force not to 

necessitate any other kind of j!mxm force to implement that decision. 

Question: On what basis do you say that Great Britain reserves the riiht to 

accept or reject the decision? 

Dr. Silver: Just hat they stated. Their own word. 

()uest ion: It is true that Lord Hall in the ouse of Lords stated that the :British 

Govern..~ent was not prepared to enforce ad cision of the United Nations if that 

was unacceptable. 1hat meant, on the interpretation of Sir Cadoian, that they 

weren't prepared to enforce it alone. 

Dr. Silver: They meant to accept it and not enforce it. 

know is that Mr . Bevin stated that if the re ort of the 

I do not know. 11 I 

nglo-American Colllnittee 

were unanimous, that Gre-t Britain wou ld implement that report, and the reoort was 

unanimous and Great Britain refused to implement it. 

Question: ouldn't she have done so if the United States had been pre red to help? 

Dr. Silver: That was not a condition of the report. It was not called for. 

Question: 1ould you say that when the door of le stine is opened, then the 

ur~ency of the problem would be solved. Do you think that if i igration were 

allowed, that would be solution of the problem of the D. P. 's. 

Dr. Si lv-er: I think so. That would b e. solution of th t oblem. I think it 

the doors of Palestine were opened and substantial nu bers allowed to co in 
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in accordance with the recommendation of the An lo- nErican Com..mittee, it would 
be ossible to take into Palestine a hundred thousand refu ees within ye r, 
and even more, and if that were done and some of the other countries of the 
world oul be a little more lenient and take in some more of th m into their 
countries, that would solve the refu~ee problem. 11nuxiJtin 

Question: If the ritish were to allow a substantial immi ration now, would that 
terminate undertround ctivity, the so-called terroristic activities? 
Dr. Silver: I think it would take the steam out of the entire move nt. It 
would take the bnsis, the justjfication, avay from it. That is wh t dds fuel 
to the flames. All you h veto do is be there and you sense it i ediat ly. 

ETING JOURNED AT 2:30 P. • 




