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TO THE DELEG TES or THE 50TH COi'VE TION OF THE ZI ONI ST ORG I Z I O OF .ERICA 

FELLO. ZIONISTS, 

,,e h ve re 7istered a signific - t milestone in t hist of e Zionist 

move ent in the United S t s. his ia our Jubilee Convention c lebr t alt 

century at 1 bor and progress int e chieve nt r t he historic pur;><>se or our 

)eople to rebuild its nation l lite 1n t e Land of Isr el. 

Our beginninas ere ver humble. A rel tivel s 11 number ot ric n Je s 

atten ed t he first conf rence 1d in N ork City in 1 98 hie or~anized t he 

Fed r ation ot erican Zionists, un er t . e resi enc or Pro£ ssor ' ichard ~Dttheil. 

The impasaioned le of Dr. H r l had reac d • lio ea or t e United~ tee lilld 

it had stirred t e arts minds 6t a 11 ~r oup of men o u ht e _rophecy 

and t ~1 promise of s ords. The e n ere soon denounced and bit erl 

b those Jes ~ho ed. OU onopoly on erican J triotism n 0 C to 

bet a final uthorities on hat s pr ctic 1 nd on hat ere t e irectives ot 

Je ish history. Thus, . Is ac . ,iae, resain his bbinical collea ea t 

a conve tion held bout thia tie spoke with uteur oft e "poli tician," Dr. h rzl, 

of t he "ne e aianic move nt over t h ocean,• .d of so etty ) Olitici s 0 

were in appointed in t he United St tea ,a dele ates to t h sle Con res. He 

r a ed t h Zionist move nt aa a" o htless Utopia•• mom ntary ine ri tion 

or aorbid a1ml and a prostitution ot Iar el' ol c uae to d ' nee of 
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unsound poll ticians." He as cont id e t that 1 t s all '' an un le s episo e ot 

our history." 

But far from being an "unple sant episode," the u:1b ildin or t .e Je ·ish 

State in Palestine b s become the ajor problem in Ja ish 11 e today nd one ot the 

gre t orld problems upon hich at t e moment are centered ta tho ht and conscience 

or the United N tions. "The stone which t e builders rejected h ~ ' ecom e c.J.er 

cornerstone." On second thought, ho ever. it ap ears t~t t he real build rs of our 

peopl ~'s estiny t oughout the ages never rejected that cornerstone. It us ~1 a 1s 

at ever foundation of our eople 1s program ot urvival and redem}ti n. Firt 

years later finds merican Zi nism not composed of mall band or 1 aders f'ollo· era, 

but a vast army. eri ~an Je rJ is today overwl elmin ly Zionist . It is t he or anized 

op osition to Zi onism bich is today s~d and b dr led little roup, venemous 

nd visionle a snipers and sa ,Jers. 

Life rath r t the labors of en· ve rou t tis chan0 e bout. But 

without t he l r. bors or en, ithout t e 1nspirati n of reat 1 adera and t e lo· lty 

or t eir following, the s tte,..ing experience, of Je ish ille in t e t ·o ·.i orld 

are and in t h d k ye r which intervened oul.d have resulted. in tter spiritual 

demoraliz tion d chaos instead or t e ti ting 11 to live un to ma e secure reat 

national future hich the purposetul and hope-nurturin aove nt at n tional rebirth 



inspired. in the hearts ot our people. Thus, or ,anized meri an Zi ni.sm h s ri ht 

to claim share of the credit for a reat task ell done. 

The Zi onist move nt in t he United 'tates snot only l e its monumental 

contriD t ions to t he upbuilding or Palestine, but it h s inf'luen ed ecisivel the 

development of Je ish life and of: Judaism in thus country. It h s given efinite 

direction to the nfoldment ot erican Je ish lite. tev r is constructive nd 

creative in t he spiritual life of . erican Je. an in its for of communal 

or anization, hatever is positive and to ard-loolcing c n be tr ced 1n la ge me sure 

to t he tremendous affirnrtlons of sic Zionism. Fer ,Jionism is not rely a political 

pro ram for the re-es"" bliahm nt of the Je d.shState 1n Palestine . It is philosophy 

or J wish history, valid for Je ish co unities t roughout t he orld, guidi t em 

to a sound, di ified and self-res?9cting existence in nio s adjust nt to 

the life about them. 

The first orld r confronted the Zionist ove ent 1th 1 ts fl • t maJ or 

cri1ia an American Zioniaa a summoned to take aver h t •virtually involved a 

trusteeahip tor the orld move~ent and tor e Zionist institutions 1n Palestine.• 

American Zionism met t he c a l len e an tc ed t ~ e. hour . The second orld ar in 

aUIDlloned eri an Zioni m to a sume he ravest res~onsibiliti ~s forte future of 

our move ent. Here auain, I believe, e .re not tound anting either in poli ical 



action or in material au Jort. 

Outside f the Yiahuv, America toda ~ is t .. e o~ t 1m ortant cente of J e ish 

lite and of Zionist activity. The des r ction of Euro~aan Je l , t ,,e gro ,th of t e 

American Jed h community and the role of the United .::>t t es in t he orld today has 

sour ovement enters a great hour ot dee sion, it c n count 

u on the un jwervin · f ithtulness, t he sac.:-iticial loyalty, t e cour ge nd di<'.!cipline 

or ell-organized, ell-Wormed and ture l i oni st move- nt in t he United ta es, 

re-inf arced b t he over .1.elming pro-Zioni t s p t es of eri Je 'lry . 

¥ello dele0 tesa full report of th activities f your organiz tion du.ring 

t ' e past year has b en repared nd a e availabl to yo in printed f orm. I ho~ 

that you will take the t e to read it. You 11 et a good ~icture, I believe, 

ot what y ur organi zation, t ou hits numerous apartments, accomplish a d 1 

t he ~at ar, and to h t uses the tun1s hich you ade avuil ble to it ere ut. 

I think, by and 1 rge, it is a s tisfactor record th.Jugh, b· no eans co11pl te 

1atiafyin one • .I hope t t e shall never e complete satisfied. ·uoh more could 

. 
h ve been done if e had t ~ur dis pos l m.o re tund s an ore po er. Iou.r 

Administrative Co ttee, your Executive Oommitt e and your Inn r COllllittee met 

regularly throughout the ear and capably directed and su~ervised t l e rk o~ t he 

protess1onal sWt and detined plans and pro ·rams tor the better tunctioning, ot our 
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organization and our ~ropa anda. 

We registered a :rratif'ying increase in our membershi _, thou h e did not 

reach our oal hich we aet. The income at om~ Ex ans ion .Fund aloo exceeded ' 

a substantial margin last year's income. Bu~ h re, too, e did not tt.:..in the goal 

which , e set at the last conver. tion. It is possible t hat t he in ... ome durin ~he no t 

f'our months ma:,~ bring yo nearer to th t o 1. Resist· nee w s encountered to the 

raising of the uotas t o the Ex~ansion Fund. Here and ere so e Zionists took 

it upon t he selves to discount t e Fund, to ~u-stbn it or to push .t asi e for 

other fun s hose priority h-..a not at all been ackno ledged b our or0 ization. 

The !xpansion Fund , aa created b the Zioni t r ni ation of hmerica when it aa 

realized that the ·ncome from members ip du a · s ultogether inade .. uate to meet even 

a minimum pro ram or a tivities in the United dtates. Our or ·clllization is fre uentl~ 

challen ~-ed and oft-times ui te cor ectly b good Zionists a 'hy don I t ou do t .,is? 

and wh don I t you do that? ''h· d0n' t you e ... ~pand t his • cti vi ty nd .hy don't you 

subsidize this worthy project? ithout indicatin ·ays ot tinancing esa esir Ile 

activities, s~ch criticism aust inevi bl- re a1n unav 111n. 0 r organiz·tion ia 

raced with the altern tive either or raising annually an ade uate Expansion Fund, or 

ot raisin its membership dues. Propos ls 111 be made at this convention to ae t 

t ia aituation. I hope that t delegates ill ive eam st cona1' .erution to thi■ 
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btlsic tiac 1 problem at t he or anization, upon a ~rop~r sol~tion of hich e ~nds 

its roper functioning. 

You may recall that t t 1e l st conve1tion, I spok ot e need of e A anding 

our ork in the tield or C lutziut. erican ionism co.nnot rest satisfied 1th 

ma.Jdn only teri 1 contributions to the reconstitution of the J wish tional 

Iome , nor 1th articipating in olitic 1 tivity. • e can and ust supply also 

an power. There a.re s lendid youn • en and women in our move n t . o are ea er to 

go to Palestin d to 1 -e ot t heir talents and t eir labor t t e re t cause. 

any, man more can be inspired to d~ so. 

During t e -ear, e or anized a ~• ~ lutz ut OtlDlisaion and . .. ve 

appropriated a sum or money for its activi ies. The Plu t 4 11 , re resentiq the 

young an and o en on the Gener 1 Zionists of erica o are pre rin; t1emselves 

r or lif' e in Palestine. lhe are ra n from t e ranks of s , oun J a and 

Jujior Had ssh. The Pl ·at ~11 ah no h s about 150 members and ·ou , ill e 1 ased 

to le rn - t t hey h ve recentl ac uired a ne Hach hara farm n r Poug keepsie, N.Y. 

which has vailable facilities for training in a riculture d echanics. It our 

funds woul permit, I ould recommend for e comi y ar t he en gin ot a ermanent 

executive director who would devote himself exclusivel to e task ot ex 

the Chalutz move ent among t e General Zionists in t1e United S tea. 
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Consi erable roress s made during t hey r 1n Zi cni t ~outh · ork. 

There has been an increase in t he membership of t he youth or niz tions hich are 

sponsored b~ our Youth Co ssion nd also in t eir prour an educ tional 

activities. Your organization ap~Jro ri tea a ver· subs /intial sum of mop.e annually 

to Youth education and t e districts and giona locc.1.ll con ibute an even larger 

sum. Likewise, t h Had s •1 tches the contri tion or t he Zi nist Or ~aniz· tion 

ot Am r..rica. T e .. e is a gen _ral teelin t hat uch more can nd s· ould be done in 

this important field and th t t he problem is not, alto ether a fiscw. one. 

deal of thou ht haa gone into a restud of t he • bole subject and some helpful plans 

may be loo ed tor. 

You ill be leased t learn t h t t e Zionist Orbani za ion of meric 11 

a ain t his y r rd f our ne schol rships t ..} t . e Hebr ~w Univ~rs • t in J eru:>· _lea. 

It 111 be recall d t hat t h -:re re present~ three youn . 1n ricans s t yin t t • 

Hebrew Univer sity on 8 ch scholars ps. 

Considerable thonaht as devoted at t he time ot t h 22nd orld Zionist 

Con0 re1s 1st December tote ·ro r and ,ork of eneral Zionism. One of the 

r titying r ..mlts of t he Con reaa as t he ener.jence of the ·orld Conference ot 

Gene al Zionists as a more str ngly knit and bet er oriented confeder tion thin 

the Zionist move .ent. As a r esult ot i s decisions a oen ra.l office or the lorld 
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Conteder· tion or General Zionists i s established in Tel viv, a Euro a n office 

the 
in Paris, nd an Americcm office in Ne York. The Confede tin electad/tormer 

President ot the ZOA, Dr. Israel Goldstein, as its ch ir an. The orld Conference 

voted to est bllsh a General Zionist Fund tor constructive ork in lest ina similar 

to funds raised bJ other parties within the uionist move .ent. The Zi onist Con_;ress 

took official recognition of t he est blis · ent oft s ener 1 Zionist Fund. The 

ZOi &p) rO,.Jriatad t.ae sum _t 251 000 tote or aniz tion bud et of t,e i'orld "'onfederation. 

The ZO also initiated th ~ allocation of h ti" million dollars b· e united P lestine 

A ppe 1 tor the en ral iioni t Fund, and t hereb en bled t e Confeder tion to start 

a series of projects in Pa eatine, amon them a en-r Zionist kibbutz int 

Negev, ot · r colon near Ra' ana, ne gricult ural t rainin center, housing 

center for hundreds of ne immiurants, and special de rt ent for n immi6 rwita 

hioh rendera man forms of assistance to them as t he arrive in t he country. 

our n tional executive also appro ed of plan to est blish a colon 1D 

Palestine to oo emor te the 50th annive~s r of our or anization u on 1 1500 er s 

of land to be red emed in the next to ars t ou h t he Jewish ~tion 1 und. 

During t he ye r, your or niz tion is ued a pamphlet on t e pro r ot 

General Zionism, by Dr. Israel Goldstein, in order to ac aint our e bers p 

with the pro raa and actiTitiea ot Gen ral Zionism. Fro■ tis pamphlet Is ould like 
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to quote the f' ollo para0 raph1 •Since parti s re inevi hle 1n a free tunctioning, 

democratically constituted body politic , uener 1 Zionis s every .~ e 0 1 ht to s e to 

i t h tin P l •sti !e and on t e , to P lestina General Zionists . ·;e t Le s e .. 

oJportunity as others to repare for t'alestinc tot salt-fulfillment in 

Pa e tine. i th all res. ect f or t r e soci 1 i de lism of t e ..,oci list • pai nd for 

the reli ioUB loy lty of th Ort.hod~ izr chi, en ,ra..l uioni. m eve -.,·. her ould 

not like to see th is uv do :n ted bJ t he one orb~ t e other . e bell vet ta 

strong center art ould e a whole me • ... 1 arlca in t . e Yishuv. e believe t h t 1n 

a dition to a trong working cl ss , hich lso 1 eludes ener 1 lonists, lestine 

economy needs a strong middle-class d should enco - ge riv te i ndus~ , or the 

economic absor tive c. city ot the cou.i.1t 111 e_ nd chiefly U? n ind s t ri 1 

expansion. 

• t th t s e e e believe in one L 1-)or Feder tion (II ~ r th) i i hich 

l bor roupa ith diff erent ideolo ies int inin t eir e te identitie s ould, 

ho ver, be ffiliated. tone or the s saion of t.e C nfeder tion o ene 1 

Zionists , at Basle , Jropo to establish a sep te 1 bor fe er tion for G n ral 

Zio ist a,: ere s over helmin ly defeated. , e believe in a ified educ tional 

I. 

a atem for. P lastine. e believe t 1 t the n t • onal int re ts should b t e p raaount 

interest• in Pal 1t1ne, that the national rums and the n tional lnstitutiona should 
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be p aaount not only 1D name but in r ct." 

Time does not permit e to co ~nt u on t le ork ot all e rt ents or our .. 

oruanization during the ye • I should like mly to r ater to t e tine ork 1.~ h aa 

done by the de.oartm nt or ublicit d Public Relations . No o,i;:>..;,ortunit wa lost 

to tell the sto or Pal at: ne d to interpret t enewa c;.bout Pat estine roperly 

&nd effectively. T e "Ne . Pai ea tine .. e s tie orter, • ich as ubli hed reuularl · 

twice a a:>nth dur • t e year, was so f vorc..Lbly received bJ our m mbers t.'1 t your 

Administrative Council ap.rOYed its conversion into a eekly. e 'Ne Pales ine," 

w ich s issued six t s durin t e ear 1n ned hi h tam rd of 

literar excellence d s been a tine vehicle for o aove ent. 

Our .:>p era' ureau di a mot creditable Job 1n s readin tie 21onist 

m•a~ e among ZioniJts nd non-Zionists , Je a nd non-Je.s in this coW1tr:. Un er 

i ta auspices , over 500 s.,) aka s add eased ■o e han 500 eetin s ur t h ·er. 

ProJr&Jll guides and teria.l designed t assist district pro r c rmen 1n the 

prep r tion at their meetings ere rovi ed. umerous pamphlets ere publis .. ed. Three 

iaportant books were like i1e issued& the P lestine Y arbook, t ' e Histor · of t ! e 

Zionist O'lement, by Dr. Israel Cohen, and a tin text-book for the study oft e 

Hebrew lan u • by adults, "Hebrew - ~eir..Tau ht.• Thee is no in rep r ti~• 

a comprehensive histo ot Zioni min e United ~t tea. 
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The Commit tee on nity as busily at 1ork durin0 t he ... ar. Its activities 

ar directed principally t o t he non-Zionist .n anti- Zionis t ele· ants ithin e ican 

Jewry. It has been our ency of defense • &inst hostile :,>ropa ·and , princ1 y -lly 

that organizod b.,· t he bitter-end anti-Zionis+.s. i scussions are now ~ro re sin 

looking totta.rds expa_.-,ding the Committee on Unity into loint Co ittee of 11 

existinJ ion· st or a.niz tiona in t he united ..;1-t t ea, f ar t n task ot' counteractiDB 

hostile ~ropag da is not exclusively t he function of the Zionist Org z t i0n ot 

erica . 

Your or aniz~tion, as such, and its tens oft ous nds ~r e b rs t ~roughout 

t he a:untry cooperat-d ener et i ~a.lly t 1 year, as in previous 1ears, in t •1 e Jnited 

Je ish .hf> _.e 1 • • ch is endetivooring to raise t he l ar ge swn or 170 million o 1 rs 

in 1947. The nited Pa. astine ppeal receiv .:. s its entire income from t : is cam aip. 

In 1946 it recdived over 2 million doll rs Zioni '"' t a dily un e :st o much 

allot our work or construction an upbuilding , of land pure· ae d eoloniza ion, 

of educc1tlon and immi .rr tion in P lestine de,lends upon t e succe a.tul outcome of e 

· JA ca.mp ign . The 1947 camp~i has n t yet reached its oal . an c omauni ties • 

have not yet held t heir cam igns. Ot ers ~ .ve aa 'et fa..i.. led to r ~ac their .uotas. 

l strongly urge upon ver.> mem er or the ZOA t iva or hie time, energy a.nd hie 

substance mot gen roualy t o thia gre t camp•i to aid our stricken wnm brethren 
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in Europe and t he Yishuv in Palestine. 

There ~e many en and women ~ om I s ould llA.0 to single out for a e eci 1 

word of raise d co end tion for ork well d ne, ) t I am afraid, t· t e li~t 

would be too lon. I do ant, ho ever, to ex rees rofound ~r titude t t e 

officers of t he xecutive and of t he Kd inist t i ve Committees o ve so l o' ally 

cooperated with me durin.:J' t .1e year. I a s forced t l aan ver ' ... avlly upon them, 

for other Zionist duties hich I had assumed in conn ction 1th t . e American ~1 nist 

Eme r~ ncy Council and t t he Je . iah 0 enc · f ort' lestine de ~rea e nds u on 

my time an:l energy. 

Tice si nce t he last convention, I s out of t he oountry to attend Zionist 

conference abroad. ithout t he support of Dr.~ nuel Neu:J · , ·ho took over rin 

my a oa nee n ho at all times t o h t h ar re ined clo e tote oper~tione 

of t he or0 anizatl on, ivin to it of his re t isdo, political ers tanding and 

adlainis tr ti ve skill, it ould ve been most d ficul t for e t o carr on. lie , ·as 

a to er at st reugth t o o o anization, s ell s tot entire Zioni t :.!au e • 

Your chairman of the tional lllistr~tive ~oWlcil, • Daniel Frisch, 

eerved the or anization most en•r~etically, tr v lin far ide 1n eh lf or our 

Expansion fund d emberahip cam i , and participating int e councils or our 

mOYe■ent both here and abroad. 
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Our Treasurer, r. br ham Goodman, our aso~iate Treasurer, r. rk 

S ~ran, and r. ilton Pollack, hai r an of our Finance Co 1ttee, perfor e~ 

t heir duties in a most commendable · · nner and saw t o it that our or aniz tion, even 

t hou hit waa expanding its activities and increasing its expendit ures, should not 

go into t he red. 

I should like to t hank bb' Irvin iller, ,ho act ed as c ·i an of t he 

Inner Committee and looked · fter t ' e daw by da ork oft e organization fter 

Dr. Neumann relinquished t hut post to devote hi oself t o ot er urgent Zionist 

activitiea; • Joseph Goldberg, hairman of our e bership pai gnJ ·r. De ey D. 

Stone, c air an ot our Expansion Fund; • • lar all ,eis n, c ir an of t he Youth 

CommisaionJ Dr. oahe Davia and Rabbi ax Vorspan, co-chairmen ot t he He bre .urts 

u 0 itteeJ Dr. Harr J. Levine, chai rman oft J ~wish National FundJ nd Louis 

J. Sch· efel, ha.irman of the • · lutziut Commission. 

As I retire froa t 1e office of t . e PresidencJ of t ZOA, I 1sh t o t l wik 

particularly the mamba ·s 0£ t _e professional s t ff for t 1e1r ailln.: lo:, lt aDi 

tor the exce: tion 1 uali t y of t heir service. am Jersonally reatl· in ebted 

to them tor t 1eir unfailing courtes and f ort eir r e dineJs t o do far more t l n 

should be required ot public servant. To t heir tine abilities they a ded fu 1 

measure of consecration. I · ant to t h nk Dr. ~ldney rks, our ecutive irectar, 
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under whose over-all directi n our oruanization h a ro r essed duri recent y ars; 

r. Em st E. Barb· rash, director or our rublicit and Public Rel~t i ons partment 

and editor of t he "Ne P lestine e ,s Reporter•; Dr. s. Bernstein, editor ot Dos 

Yiddishe Volk an director ot our Palest ne dureau; Dr. Lud i g Le#isohn, editor 

of the a Palest ine; r. C rl lpert, director cf'theEducational De r ent; r. 

uel rosy, director at t he Expansion Fund; Rabbi Jero e n 7 er, director t e 

Committee on Unity fort les ~ine; r. He schel ~uerb· c -. , tee nic 1 dministr tor and 

director tour Veterans BureauJ and r. enry S. tern, chief uditor. 

Fellow ele tesa inc• our last co ntion, a orld ~ionist Con res 

was eld and t e issue ot Palestine h s been referred t o te United N tbna. 

The orld Zionist Congress as held in sle, S itzerland in December, 

following}about t . o months our convention hich as held in tlantic City. The 

ZOA pla ed an impor nt role at t h- Con ress. Your dele ation t ? t he Con ress 

orked for t e accep nee b • t he \Jon.:,;ress of t1 e .:JOlit ical position hich as 

adopted, I believe unanimously, b • t ... e convention in tlantio C1 ty. e t ook no 

positi n 1 t ad n t been previoual a p. roved b our convention, 11 t . • 

important i sues . ich ere i scu ·ed at t he o ress 1ad been thoro hl • disc ed 

and cted upon b. t he olitical Committee or our convention 

plenum. 

d b • t e conv nt1on 
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Let me recall to you t:e litical resol ion hlah us dopted b our 
, 

convention 1 stJe r. •The annual conven ion r t.e ZO re-affir s he historic 

cl ims and ae ir · tions the legall est b:ished ri hts or the J ·ish eople to 

ich iave been formall embodied in solemn intern tional 

covencillts ap ly to t .,. • ole of and ted lestine, undivided n undiminished , 

as t . e terri to in hich the Je ish . eople shall re-es t· blish 1 ts n tion 1 xi tence 

as a free and equal member oft e famil of n tions .•• Onl t:e e rl es blishm-nt 

of a free Jewish tate can u rantee free entr of J s into e 10 eland, full 

op.,Jortunity or colonization d econ ic develop .. nt, sec it :.., • nst op re sion 

and t e atta nt b th Je isb eople of n tion l re dom n t air ances ral soil ••. 

The convention directs • e officers or t he ZO and re uests t.e dale .. tes t the 

forthcoming .orld Zionist Con res to pursue r·rm 2olic~ for t.e fulfil ent ot 

the legal ri hts of t he Jewish eopl t o Palestine and t e early re-es blis ent 

or t he Je ish State.• 

This is t e osition hich t A erican dele tion advoc~ted d c ioned 

at the Basle Congress. 

This, sub tantially, is· so the resoluti n 1hich as do tad b~ th orld 

Zionist Con resss •Te 22nd io 1st Con~resa· re-affi 8 t e folio lit political 

demanda repeatedl voiced b the or ans ot t e Zionist Or ani tions t t Palestine 
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be established · s a Je ish Common, ealt . inter ted int e str .ct, e e emocratic 

worldJ t t the tes ot Palestine be opened t o J c~ ish immi~r tion; t rnLt the JeJiah 

Agenc be vested with the control of imm ration into Palestine t 1th necess ry 

uthori t for t he upbuilding of t he counttj-. • 

Both the conve tion of the ZO and the orld Zion t Con6re s refused to 

adopt partition s t he Zio ist pro ram. To this day no competent iionist aut ority 

has ado ted it. The xecutive of t he J c ish ency, meetin0 in Jar alem in arch 

or this year, adopted th fol ow resol tion1 ") hen appvarin be ore he United 

Nations d its member st tes, t e Executive and ta representatives ill present 

t . e full oli ical pro~ram or t e Zi nit Move ent s fo ulated b t he last Zionist 

Con resa; (b) epr sentatives oft e Je ish A e c ill in i st upon full dischar e 

or the an te so long as r · t sh a thority remains in stin erein it h no 

other le al basia n t andateJ (c) hepresentativea of t he J e ish 0 enc will 

be ell!powered to Y&mine t e o sibilit at other solutions hich ill s fe uard the 

rights oft e Je iah eople to uninterrupted i i 0 r tion d ide settl ent and 

assure the ere tion of Je sh ~tate - ithout co · 1 tin t he Zionist move ent 

to an advance acceptance.• 

There is no new de rture h re trom t e os ' tion opted b t e ZO orb 

the orld ioni t Con reaa. You may recall tat in ay mesaa •tote convention last 
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year in Atl tic City, I stateda "hen ~ropos 1~ ill be e to s by over nts 

which e will r Lnd trul re· sonable - .1hich :ill e .,t o~ funda.,, tal needs nd 

s tisfy our n ti nal aspir tions and our sense of .. ustice, tne .mole move nt ill 

be prepared, I am a e, to ive t ·1em eve • serious consider ti n. ts ch !"'ropes ls 

have definitely not been made t o s b., anyone . o far t ·~e • represe t , js' ul 

thinking of certain Zionists ho . ve begun to act, in rel tion tot. ~ionists ho 

disagree ith th m, s if artition ere actuall int• g. o d just 

propos ls re bound t o be m e u sooner or l ter, if' e do not lo ournerve, r:d 

if e are n0t misled b artful politi ~l ipul tors ho outsmart the selves. 

"until sch time there 18 nothing else for u8 to d but to c on s 

ener~etically and determinedly s herJtofore, insiatin upon our i toric nd leg l 

righta to alestin, our ri hts under tl e and te. Thee are no ot le or 

politi al r al.iti sin t . a sit tion, at present. Th re e no artition ropo ls 

before t e Zionist • ove ent. It is alon t e line of ur . istorio cla s n le ' 1 

ri hts t t e .hole ot Palestine t h t we aust continue our stru~ 0 le - and unfortunately 

the whole of Palestine h~s no• co to an one-third ot P st.ine, for e . v already 

been victimized by c tastrophic partition 1n 19i2 hen r jord n • s torn 

This is the pos · t1on ich e took at tne orld Zionist Con resa. Before 

t e Political Committee ot the United atlona, I and e other spoke men of th Je iah 

, 
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A0 ency presented the full Zionist pro6 ram and emands. I trust tr..at t his sound 

and logic 1 ~osition will be maintained b~ us at t l e h~ari ·S before t e pecial 

Committee or In uiry or t he Unite Nat ons, hich is no in P 1 stine. 

e lso took action at our convention l ast ar on t .e t hen moot uestion 

as t o het her ·,e should atten the London- rab-J . ish Round Table conf rence ich 

r. Bevin had convoked. The convention a opted t l e filo in resolutions "The 

convention notes tne f ilure of t..e London Confe-unce on Palestine to c ieve 

solution of the Pal stine roblem. The course oft e onfe ·ence to d· te, and its 

adjournment for t o nd lt months without t li~h est c .. unge 1n t e statua 

of Je iah immi -r tion into Pal stine confir t e vi tat it pre resents further 

dilato evice tollo ing - lon series ot ela in t· ctics ven+e b t he nritish 

~overnment to deflect ubli criticism. The isdom r Je ish artici tion int• 

conference is t open to ues~ion. a convettion is confi ant that representatives 

of the J ish A enc for P le tine dll continu to decline invit tion t t.is 

or an conference nless t h,re is e uate assur ce t . t .e urpose of the 

discu sion ill et e imple ent tion or t .e leg lly establi ed ri hta of the 

Je ish people, t he furtherance or edia e l!:i.mi ~r tion nd t ie 11111: arl , 

est·blie nt ot t e J iah state.• 

The 22nd orld Zionist Conwres adopted a similar resolutions •The 
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Congress is resol ,ed t hat in t he existin~ circ stunces, t he Zi onist ovement 

cannot rtici dte in t he London Confer3nce. If a change shoul t ake place in the 

situation, the eneral Council of he Zionist Orga ni za t i n sh 11 consider t 11e matter 

and decide ~;heth ... r or not to partici t> te in t he Conference.·• 

Thus, t he position, ich we took at t e convention was likewi s e opted 

by t he Congress, a.nd t he wisdom ot the Josi tion r1as vindic ted b" t he ai lure or 

the informal na ot ·ations which the r epresent tives oft e Je ish ency carried 

on soon after t he Con ress 1th the rlritisb Government durin0 t l e Jeriod hen t he 

Bri tish Government as also carrying on formal ne6oti tions t h t he representatives 

of t he rabs. any felt tat our negotiations er carried out 1n violatioc ot 

t e s iri t of t he Congress re.solut ion. Be ..it as i J m· ·· , t he utter f ilure of these 

negotiations indicted t t t e posi tion hioh we took s completely justified. 

Partition as discussed durin t hese negoti tions, but t he ritiah Govern 1ent ~ave 

no indication t . at it as prep~ed t o accevt it reeardless of ho re sonable and 

practical our representatives reg rd.edit nd ho, much of a sacri fice or our ri hts 

it involv d. The elo uent propon nts or partition in our mi1st played t , eir trump 

cards in London and lost. The c e ck chastened. But their drooping spirit;a 

have since bean revived and t ey are a ain impatiently tuu3ing at t he leash, a er 

to rush to ard 1th artition propo..,ala, un lllin to wait and see h t ropo ale 

will be made to WJ. 
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On t subject of res'stance, your co ver tion 1 st r o ted t .c 

following resoluti n1 "The ZOA recogniz st t t e Yis uv t tr uh is ap ropri te 
... 

o gans must be the decisive fact or in deter i nin.; the exte t of is resistance to 

t e illeg 1 ~olicies of the itish Govern nt and t he f rm ich such r istance 

a take, it resolves th t 1n ao far as the res onsi le elements of t • .e Yishuv 

• emb rk upon policies of non-cooper tion or resistance t he sh 11 receive t·e ole-

hearted sup. ort of t he LJioni t movement, of t Le ihole J e ish peo_?le d of freed -

loving eople every h re. ou 11 note th t t he resolution sti..\teS t "th ro riate 

or ans" of the Yis4uv must deci eon all estions rel ted to resistance and a.t e 

shall au ort t he "res onsible ele ents f t · e Yishuv" hen t ' e em rk on olicies 

of non-coo eration or resist nee. Our or ~iz tion never recognized t e - 1 ht ot 

dissident br ups t o car on resistant ctiviti son t1 ir o in defiance of the 

contm 1 and d scipline of t e ap ro ri te or ans of t e is uv. e reco nized, ho .ever, 

t he fact that t hese di·sident roups dis 1n f ct exist. •e sa 1 an era of civil 

strite develop g bet een Je s d J s in ... alestine s r sult of p sible conflicts 

between t e d t Ha anah to tle gre t comfort n 11 .... '1t of t e to re i e, 

which is t he pr e disturber ot t e pe ce of Pal tin, lob is ~rimarily 

responsible tor the bitterness hich xiste &ni ich ex re-> es itselt at ti ea ill 

a eta of des per ion hich a all deplore. ••hile conde .nin t e acta of these di sident 

oupa, • ve urged t t ay ahould be to\Uld to coordinate t activities ot ll 
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ele ants in P lest·ne who are et rmined t resist t he ini uitous reg· e of the 

hite Pape~. 

Te World Zionist Con resa adopted a similar os· ion& "The Congress 

declares t~at t he ersistent violation of t . e ri~ soft .e J ish people s laced 

t he Zi nist movement d t Yishuv under t he nece sit and moral com ul ion to 

resist unceasingly a d t ith .. tmost v13or t e present policy f the M n :i_ator · hich 

being ba ... ed on the hite Paper is devoid fall legal or mor 1 v lidity. The 

Zionist move ant, 11 continue toe tend t ot e Yishuv eve o~si ble sup; ort in 

its etermined stru0 le to rot ect t he vital int r st of the J e ish people • .d its 

inalienable rights including t e ri ht to 1mmi r t:on, settle ent ~ elf- efonse. 

The Congre sis confident that in this str g let e J e sh peopl has .ea m. t y 

or all friends or freedom nd lover of justice t hroughout t he orld. le upholding 

t , e ri ht of the Yishuv t resist the policies of t he resent o ressive re 1me in 

Palestine, the Con ress condemns murd r nd e s e din f nocent blood as a 

meuns of poli ical ,arfare. The terrorist c to .1hic certain dis ident 

roups in Palestine v resorted 1n e!.ianca or Jewish nitional · uthorit serves 

to dietort the true ch r cter or t e Yishuv in t e e es or the •• orld nd to defe t 

r t er t an pro■ote its le i timat strub~le. T e Con re s led es its f'ull support 

of the i nist ovement tote Yishuv in ita efforts ainst terrorism. It calla upon 
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the members of t h1di ssi ent or~anizations to desist from turt er bloo s' ed to 

submit to t hen tion 1 discipline of t he organized Yishuv t · e Zionist ove ent." 

Thus, on t le three principl issues, the. orld Zior. i t ConJre ai e 

Convention of a .. erican Zionists re substantially at one. Iho e 0 f VO ed 

partition, ho insisted upon oin t o t he London Cont ·ence conditionall d ho 

ere opposed to all forms of resiw ce ere turally dis . oint d it . e r esults 

of t he ~on ress. The were bitter ·nd unsparin in t 1eir criticisa and t ey euped 

mountains ot abuse upon t dele0 ates of t le Z At t he Con0 res for t he role hich 

they pla d it f ithf'ully carryin out e in tr· ction .!ch t . ~ h received rom 

I believe no ·, as I believed t · en, t h· t in s~ite of t he r nal e roi ents, 

part strife d t e difficulti s resultin rom t he r ct h t it st e tir t 

Convress after a lapse of even rears during ch time Je ish l ite ·as s ken to 

its ver; found tions, t he orld Zi onist Con~ress ~cted isel nd rs onsibly and 

that it 0 ave directives t , our ork which it uld be ell for us to continue 

to follow most scrupulously. 

lI pr ud of t he role ch t rican Zionist Or~ ni ~ tion la ed at 

asle and I sine rel hope t h t ri an Zioriats 11 continue toe ercise e) endence 

of J c..ment and continu to assume lar e e ure of r sponsibllit tor the po1tical 

conduct of our llOT ent. Our• 1a the lar est Je ish community int orld toda , aa 



ell in armed and ature as any Je ish communit in the • rld, and 1e United 

Stutes is the most import t center for the olitic~l activities at our ove ent. 

ue have mach to Give to our mov nt besides money . Palestine as ri0 ht to expect 

plar.ning 
of us cti Je and ea·~r 2artici tion in Jol~tical/lind direction. 

Felio deleg esa Our case is n sub Judice int .e Unite N tions . 

new Committee of In uiry, t ·s tie an intern tional one, is ·t ,ork, to scertain 

the facts about r 1 st ~ne. ithin two months it ·111 ~ake its report to the s embly 

of the United Nations. One adv nta6 e to us in t l referral f t h Palcst·ne • t er 

to an intern ional bod 1 t -t n t e hole . orld .d ot only re t ritain 

will have the right to express itself on our cla ch aft r all ere orlgincil.ly 

defined by t he hole orld, in an inte n~tional docum nt - the :t'alestine . n ate. 

1th Great ritain we h d co tote end or t he road, and at t · e nd of t he road 

there as a stone wall. 

At t .1e Special Session of t Le nited tions on 1' stine hie s eld on 

April 28 ay 15, e ~cored a fe tactical ains. The are not to be confused 1th 

ultimate and substantial aina. The status or th J wish ency s reco nized, 

though a determined effort s made, in ?urauance of a long ust bllshed olic on 

• 
the part of the Palestine andatory, to reduce the s tus oft e J ish enc and 

to elbow it out ot the picture henever osaible. You are undoubtedly ac uainted 
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from ress reports with t he long debates .d t he protracted maneuverin s hie. finally 

resulted in t 1e instruction · hich as given b. the Assembly of the United N t•ons 

to the First Committee (Political and Securit) t grant t he Ja ish enc a hearing. 

The Jewish enc • s t he only dy to s Jeak for the Je ish . eo.)l t t his Special 

Asae bly. Since t l • t time t he Je. ishAgenc has been ranted t he ri ht of . e mane t 

liasion representative ·th the Committee of In uiry. 

, nother tactic 1 ~in s the defe t oft e ef orts of t n b bloc to 

place t he s bj ect or the immediat e indepen ence of Palestine on t ~e ~end or the 

Special Sessions or the United ations, and l · t on t embod .. it in t he Terms 

of Rarerence for t he omm.ittee of In uiry. Thi f ollo ed b another defeat -

t h effort which s ade to dissociate t he roblem ft e J ·ish r ef ees in t he 

DP cam s from t . e Palestine roblem, and to direct t he omru.ttee of In uiry to lillit 

its in eatigation to Palestine exclusively. 

A positive and su stantial ain f ~ ur move ent s the d cl t•on or 

t he spoke man for the Soviet nion, Andrei Yromyko, hich · sclo ed for t he first 

tiae t he otrici 1 itude or t he Sovie Governm nt to Zionism. In a real s en e it 

was a revolutiona s t tement. It ack~o d ed and endorsed t hen tion 1 as ir tions 

of th J ish eople. 0 • , e id, "tt a t e as) ir tions of an 

important part or t e Je ah ~eople are boun up 1th t he uestion of P lestine, 
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and with the future structure or that country. Thie interest is com rehensible 

and completely justified." He spoke movingly of the terrible sufferin-s oft e 

Je , ish ;.1eopl during t e last war and of t he fri ' httul condition in "~1ich "t e 

Jreat mass of t he Je . ish people find themselves after the a r." It is t he duty 

ot the United Na"tx>ns to concern itself wit : this ; roblem. 8 The exJerience ot the 

past," he said, "particularly during the tie oft e second orld ,ur, has sbown 

t hc...t not one stute of •astern Europe as been in a position to ive proper 1-iol;> to 

the J a ish ~eople and t o defend its int .r ests or even its existence." This fact 

explains the aspiration of t he Je ish people for the creation of st te of their 

own. He expressed t he thought that t e creation of a single r b-Jewiah tate 

withe ual ri hts for t he Je ish people and t he rab people might be a poss i ble 

solution, but if t heir relations ve deteriorated to a point wher t hat s no 

longer realizabl ), t he division ot Palestine ·nto to inde~en ent, sepa te s tes, 

one Jewish and one rab, should be considered. 

It ~as hearteninu to have t his encouragin0 support forte sic co tention 

of Zionism from a Great Po er ose pos tin up t .... t h· t moment 8 var uncertain. 

You will pardon e it I refer to a state nt of aine 1hich Im e before the 1945 

convention ot the ZOA when I assuaed the office of Presidency, 
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" e must ;r~p-re t e 'nds of the lead rs of t 1 n tions of t .. e orld 1th 

k:nowled e and under t· ding, so t1 tour case ill be roperl un er tood and our 

c-...use ade uately supported. The e is much • ork to be done in 1as i n..; ·\IOn n,l in 

London and also in other capitals of t he rld. I do not kno h t he vovi et Union 

as n t invited on t he Commi sion of In uiry. uurel· t oviet Union i s interes d 

int e problem oft e displaced J e s of Europe, surely t l e or oblems oft e : i ddle 

East cannot find their co pl-te solution 'it out t e 0 ood ill helpf i l coop3rat1on 

ot the closest and mo t o· erful neighbor. ur ropa anda mut no take on lo 1 

h acter." 

t t e conve tion oft e eri an Je i b Conf r nee el . on F hr ~r:- 18, 

1946, I stated& "In t his connect! n I should lik to sug est t t e s . ould eon 

uurd ainst those ho ould liKe to tie t he Zi nist move ent t o one or other 

of present-day rival ideolo~ic ~roups, oviet oci lism v. ~oci 1 Democruc~· There 

are t hose ho resent ever approach made to ,in over t he a th~· or t he ~oviet 

• 
Government t ~ our cause. The call it 1flirtin ,' and JOi! t t e tin r of eriaion 

at ionista hen v >r some nti-Zionist st te ent or act e anates from Soviet or 

pro-Soviet sources. Thia is an a i ng pheno enon in J e ish lite 1 ich can or.ly 

be attributed to a blind and bitter ~artisanship hich carries over from an area 

hich 11 not related to Je ish lite to a specifically J e ish issue ot ~r vest moment. 
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• e e."e not an re not • scouraged 1n our effort3 to in over Gr t 

rit in, even tbo h e tave been ~rievousl di appointed tie an ga n, and ~ e 

lai est evelopments re t he most disap~ointin of ll. , e e e not and re not 

discouratied in our efforts to in over the President oft e Unitoo. vJ te~ our 

St· te Depart ant even tho~h heretofore e . e encountered considerable m· under-

standin and resis t ance t lere. o one has criticized or derided , s for carr in0 on 

intensive . ·ork i th t h ... se ovem nts. o one , a criticized or derided us for trying 

to es bllsh cont cts with other overnm nt in .«!iurope, South cilld Centr~l erica 

and other parts of the crld. 'h , t hen should tte Zioni t move ant re rd it elt 

as in any inhibited from r 1n to win un era nd1n and riendahip for our 

maament from one ot t he 7 re test po rs on earth? 

"Th . r bs are cert inl r not -averse to carryin on t .eir rop '--'anda oth 

in t h direction of reat ritain and of t he Soviet nion . M re t 1 not t t e 

. 
h ve tried, but t e l ve not tried hard enough, or oon enou h . t t he oment, 

the attitu e rte cioviet overn et - insof us t e Jpare ev dance can indicate 

an attitude - does not seem to be favorable to us. But t here is nothin~ final 

bout it. Some of us recall tu to a few months ago, even more definite 

evi encea seemed to point to a tavor~ le and friendly att·tude. The pres nt 

attitude ay or m not chan e gain in th• tuture. •• ma not succeed. But•• 
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certainly owe it to ourselves to do everJ thing in our o·.'ler to see t .. t t h t attitude 

does chan e, din our favor.• 

,;e ve m de ade uate prepc.LI"ations to ~resent our c Je in s tisfactory 

ma ner to the ColDlllittee of InY.u.iry of tha United at:lons. I -u_stion, ho ever, ·1 ether 

the Co ittee will unearth arr.1 new f'ucts hich ere not revaaled t o t .e ~.n l o-

American Comaittee of In1ulry a ear and a alf o d to t hen erous other 

commit tees of • n uiry hich ve made of li tle Pales tin and ti1e Palestine roblem 

t l e most thoroug y investi gated terrain int e ,orld. I doubt, too, het her an 

ne r raula tor t he solution of the problem , 111 emerge fro t ':1is Co i ttee. 

Ondoubtedl the vommittee or In uir;} is p;,>ro chi 1e problem in oat ea est 

anrl commendable spi it. Undoubtedl.f t e United td:bns, for t he s ke of solving 

t his rave in ern tional pr l em d for t he ke of its o. n . esti e and t he 

future effectivendSS ot UN ill do 1 ts utmo t t o tind a sol tion. But in t he 1 st 

an lysia, the solu ion .ill depend upon the &.c uiescen e of e tnree Great Powers, 

and aore es ecially, oft United St~tes. 

The Asse bly of th United Nations a onl t e po er of reco endatiol'!. 

Great Britain, t ough its spokes , Sir A exan er Cad an, 1as alread ade 

secure for itself a a out by declaring t h· t "The United Kin dom hould not ve 

the sole rea onsibility for enforcing a solution which is not ccepted b both parties 
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It a be assumed that t e nritish Government 111 Jres for t he ace ptance 

of its orrison-Grad propos· ls in t ~e revised d ~er h ps even less acce table 

form. Clearl t here is no hope for a sol tion th· re. It t he Unite tates will 

continue to rem in in Gre t ritain•s corner s it did throu hout t 1e sevsions oft e 

Special Assembly or e United ations, then hatever t he recommen tions ot the 

Committee of In uiry ill be, t he 111 be utterl do :)med. It ill no av r y long 

before t .ey, too, 111 e gatherin0 dust on t e shelves lon ~-si e of t,e re ort 

ot t he lo- e ican Committee of In uir, an all t e ot er reports. In fact it 

is uite difficult to understa ho a serious mind co ttee of in 1uir c n brinb 

in an reco.nmendations for a politic l soluti on of & olitical r ob-e ithout first 

a.scerta'lling t he }ros eta of such reco endations ein6 dopted b t ho e po ~rs 

ho, in t i e l ust alysia, must a sume t.e responsibility for ~ le entin t hem. 

Gre t rit 1n has indicated its osit i n time and ain un i s ta bly. 

It wishes re ain in control or t l e countr • for as lon s po aible and t o cmfine , 

t e J ish develop ent in falestine to narro limits as ossible. It can tird no 

fault in its lidm nist r tion of lestine u to no. Te fault .s 11 1th t he 

J iah gency, t h Arabs, t . e J ish educational tem an t e hi er soci 1 and 

cultural standards ot the J a. It is opposed tote establishm nt or J 1 h t&.te 



in the hole or in a art of Palesti ne. It is opposed t o ;.>r antin· t e J e ish 

people full contr ol of immisration even in limited area ithin a c· itonized 

Pal s t ine. The Soviet Government has indic t ed in broad outline . 1 it is rep red 

to approve of. The Soviet influence in t he United Na t i ons is consi arable, but not 

as extensive as t hat of t he United States. 

Where does t he United t ates Govern ent t and at t he moment? No one knoi s. 

At t he Speci 1 Ass ~mbly ot t he United Nations, t ae U .s. delegation ave no int !cation 

hatsoever although any overnments expected t he United ~tates 9 in vi ~w of its 

lon record of declarat ions on t he s ubject of t . e J ewish N tional Home, t o g i • 

some lead to t he deliberaii.ons nd to indicate n att it e, as did the ,oviet 

Union. The nited Stu.tea dele ation contented itself iith t a.kin posi t i on ich 

tee ically may have been j us tified, namely1 t ut t e ·ole urpose oft e 

Special Assembly as to appoint a Co ttee of In uir and t hat t erefore i t s hould 

not declare itselt on t ~e subst ,ca of t 41e • uestion. It vi oroualy o~ oaed t he 

granting or a h arin to t he J e ish -·ency on t he same 6round, although t he Arab 

dele tions int e As embly took occ sion, t e nd a ain, to argue t heir case 

sub- tantively and to carr on a vigor ous anti-Zionist propa ~anda. It as only 

under t he pressure of public o;>iilion t &.t t h United t,,)t t es dele tion r ther 

I 

ungraciously' yielded and a reed t hat t e Je i sh A~enc shoul be allowed to appear 
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before t he Political Committee. 

~in et. e conclusion of the Speci 1 ession, our overn ant h s continued 

to rem in rather ti~ht-11 ped. It hast en the ~osition u 0 ain o tec, nical 

r unds, th- t inasmuch s t he Committee of In uir is no· t , rk it · ould 

interpreted as an attempt to influence it if t,e .s. Government .ere to aka ~n 

decl rations t t his time. The ovem ~nt is not resentl inclined t etine 

in more s ecific terms t he olic.1 announ ed. b • r 1er .. t r an on October 4 or 

last year, at .ihich time he statedi "The Je· ish Auenc roposed a sol tion of t he 

Palestine proble by e sat t he ere t:lon of~ vi ble Je ish state in control ot 

its own immi0 ration n:i econ mic oli ies in an de u t area of l~stine instead 

ot in t he ·hole or Palestine. It proposed further t . e i, ediate issuance ot 

certificates or 100 th usan· Je ish ~ ........... r n s. This pro o 1 receiv d ,!despread 

attention 1n the Oni ed vt tes both 1n t res in ~ blic forums. rom a 

discussion hich ha ensued, it is my belief t 1lit ol tion lon t hese lines 

would co d t . e sup ort of public OJ inion int e nited ututes . I c nnot believe 

th t t he p be ,een t e ~ropo ,als ch ve been put fo ard is too -.;re t to be 

bridged by men of r ason and ood 111. Tosch a solution our overn ent could • 

ive its support.• 
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e have bean unable o receive anr clarificati ~n or plifi tion st how 

I 
t his · pis to be brid ed nor any a diti Jnal li0 ht on t ~e further decl·r ion in 

t 1 t statement at orKable solution for Palestine be eviaeg., I ould 

be llin0 to recomi1end to the Con ress a plan for economic assi tance f ort e 

I 
develop nt oft' t country.• 

or • ve . e b en able to receive a ·d • tion...J. info ..... tion on t .~e repl 

hich the President made to King Ibn Saud on ctober 8, 1946, in ~hich he st ted 

tat "the Je ish ational Hoe, ho. ever, h snot as et been full develo ed" and • 

"it is only natur 1 t t is vern e t should r vor at tis time the entr into 

Palesti ne of con~ider ble numbers of displaced Jews in Europe, not onl t t t hey 

ma· find s helter t here, but lso th t t hey may cont ribute their talents and energies 

to t he u building or t he J ish Nation 1 .o e." 

-
It is only fair to apprize our governme t tat t he e is fer in cer tain 

~uarterft tat our overrun nt a sh to h ve t hese and other eclar tions nd 

resolutions of the last twenty-five ea.rs brushed aside an 1 ,nored s embarrassing 
• 

to it as it roceeds to develop its ,iddle 7 st ~olic alon6 t e broad outlines of 

t he so-called Tr an Doctrine. ould be less tan frank if e did not re ister 

the apprehension hich exists amon man in our ranks th tour overIL..'lent, tar from 

taldn earnest leadership in t h solution oft is problem in tull conformity with 



with its co itm,...nts Wld ith its t rad i tion~l )?O .., tion, may no .. l be coo .. .:> rating in 

t he evolution of plan hich ill be, en it is finally sprung , surpr sin ly 

like unto t ho ~orrison-Grady Plan hich our overnment had ; reviousl rejected 

under pressure of public opinion. • e t;: ve no ,a of knowing. The assurance hich 

as i~en t his wefkby Secretary of State !arshall, as reported in t he press, to a 

group of members of Congress who called upon him that "there has been no change or 

departure from t .e traditional United " t ates polic to-ard r lesti ne" is most 

gratifying and m& help t o dispel so e or t ese f ears and pprehensions. Dut 

we hope th t before long a more s~ecif'ic and def 'nitive s tatement will be forthoomin 

t 

from our government. Tie is fast runnin out. •ithin t wo months re ort, ill be 

presented to the ~ssembl y of t he United Nations nd t he United ut· tes 111 h veto 

take a position. e hope that our overrun nt will not confront us and t he rest 

or the erican peo le 1th an un elco e fait accompli hich ill be at variance 

with the attitud,e hich we h ve ever ... ri -ht to expect :bx from our overnment on 

t he basis of t h record of more t han a uarter of a century. 

Our governm ..,nt is not un illin to assume t he role or 1 a ership 1n the 

affairs ot t he orld today. Its f oreign policy touchin many rta of t he 'orld 

'is strcng and affirmative. 1hen it ishea t'speaks and acts clearly and forcibly. 
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7e iah tat our government would take the same clear and firm position on t .e ubJect 

of Palestine. 

It is clear t hat tor our movement the comin year will be a ver critical 

one. It is clear tha for t he success ot our movement the role of the erican 

Government 111 be a deci sive one. It is clear therefore at t he 2:,ionists of 

America must remain fully alerted Wld thoroughl mobilized. • hey must ct with 

wisdom and ith courage. They must rally eupport from eve ./ section of our 

popul tion and from both political parties. Both cf t e ~reat polit ical ?arti sot 

the United t tea stand fully comait ted t o t he • ioni t .. ro 7ram. The Republican 

Part i s no~ in control of t he Congress of t he nit ed dtatea. Tre Democratic Party 

is in control of the .ndministration. Tbs lion is ts of erica h ve e right to ask 

both ~olitical Jarties t o e od on tl eir pled6es t this ecisive hour. Zionism 

h s al.-ays been regarded as part of t he for ard-looldn ro ressive foreign ~olicy 

or the Ame can overnment. Nothing s transpired in recent years to nece sitate 

any change 1n t his policy. i e s n. erican ci tizens ve t 11e • t t o turn to our 

6overnment and to ask tat it press £or t , e 1m lemen ation of t his ,c>olic in the 

council or n ti · ns - a olic hich is n n-partis n in c!iar cter an thorou . y 

approved of b~ t he erican Jeople. rica.n Je ill ·; tch closely, hopefully 

and prayerfully the actions ot our , ovemm Jnt 1n t e next few months. 
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e face the f'uture not ,ithout con~ern, certainly not .;i th. unrestrained 

optimism and yet not ithout a large ea.sure of confidence. Our co fidence erives 

from t he essential j · tice and moral character of our ca.use, hich t e nutions of' 

the orld a uarter of' century ago recognized and ac owledged, • whic the 

nations of' t he world, e hope, 111 soon re-affirm. 

Our confidence is also ustained b.r t he continuin g od 1111 r:id s.,·mpathy 

of the American Jeople nd of' many of t he leaders of our overn ent , and foremost 

amon them, t he President of' t he nited ~t~tes. But them ins~ring ofour confidence 

is the indef a ible r ~aolve of' erican Jewry and or the Je ries oft· e ·orld that, 

re ardless of cost and heedless of' acrifice, t he millenni 1 hoe of our ·eople for 

national rest rations all c4t t ; is tin 1st ·e not be defeated. The surest • insprlng 

of our confidence is t he superb d irrefra.0 able resolution f the Yishuv in Pl:4lestine 

t o continue to buil the J ish N tional Hoe int e f ce of all op;os tion, in 

t he vRry teeth of repression, obstr ction d inistrative l·wlessness . A people 

hich 1n t e six months ot polit-1 al unrest, severe tensions an overn ntal 

interference, could build t,er ty-four ne colonies, some of' em int e terle a 

wastes ot t h Ne.rev, striking roots into barren, bliaterin s·ndai overcomin :1 the 

hoat111t t n ture and t he enmit of en, and brin life into the var V lley 

of the shadow ot death, ia an unbeaten an an un ,e&.table people . A ainst t • 



• 

-56-

immovable, ranite facts of hat t hese our pioneers l e buil ed 1n P 1st ne -

t he t ee hundred more colonies nd settle·· e t , t e v.ill es, t o ns n cities, 

t he tr de, co erce an industry, t.e schools, co le s n ho .i als, t e ·anifold 

creations of heart and mind - all t ' e aves cf opposi tion must break n s_end 

t em elves in helpless ra e. 

These re t e sources at our confidence dS er c anot r r e t crisis 

in t he evolution of o atoric movecient • ich be an 1900 rs ·o hich 

will re ch its destined consu tion un ~er God hen t J .ish tate ill be full 

re-es ~bll hed . 




