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August 26, 194-7 
Gemeindehaus Building , Lavaterstrasse 33 

DR. 1J3Tu HILin SIL 

O_eninc Session 
1rich 

I am sure that the members of the ~ctions Co:mmittee are anxious to 
have some account, horever bri ef, of our activities in the United St tes 
and of the political situa tion in .. unerica. 

It ~as always my view during the •1ar ears and si nee thHt .. uncrica . ust 
be regarded as one of the princip 1 cente~~ or 01r nolitical effort end in 
some respects, the most im ·orte.nt cente". Thi .. view was not rl ays shared 
by all Zionists. But the events of the past fe9 years h~ve denon. rated 
the correctness of our view and toda~r it is gcneral __ y felt thet erica 
may :rell be the princi:p\. l battleground of our oli ti cal tr :..:':,le~ apart 
or course from Palestine itself. 

·:111ile ve clearly realized the imnortant, if not ecisi ve role , rhich 
1-unerica might :9la.r, ,:e did not delude ourselves i . to believing thPt .mcrica 
would necessaril, thro its in"luence into the sc les in our favor. On the 
contrary, ,. e 'lho lived in . me ica and could stud.:" the political sit ntion 
at close ranee in those ears, t' urned our 71ionist co leagues abroed th~t 
Am rican SUJ)port must ot be taken for c r c.nted.; thnt there rere ,oH . ful 
forces tendillG in the o~ ~osite direction and thAt co stant vigil nee end 
e fort on our p ~rt vere r quired. ~jven v,he most favorable nro-r.Jionist 
statements were made by Presidents of the Uni ed Stute , it v'las ·re ·;ho 
warned our friends abroad that pro-Zionist statements should not be confused 
, i th pro- ~ionist ct ion and that the 'lY b r de. polio of thr ~overnment 
may not necessarily be conducted in cco dance 't1.th the letter and ~pirit 
of" public pronounce .. ents . .: .. nd .~,e never ceased to de:m.a from our eo ermn0nt 
effective action and. not only friendly ·,·1ords . 1.rhis t?Osition ~·Lich ·,e took 
was not always po-•ular • • thin the 1 oven8n . It • as thouc;ht by some th t • e 
were too critical of our 6 overnment and ro.uc too suspicious of the 3tate 
Department; that our ttitude ras making us r ona non gr--ta v:ith the 
~a.mi istration; ·hereas another approach and other people ·ho were Lore 
friendly to the i1dmi istration could acco plish more el though the he d a 
good many years to demonstrate this and failed utterly . 

I am therefore amused at times ·hen sone of our ~:onist riends a:'flre s 
to us complaints about the attitude of the :J.nerican Government . The should 
remember that our appraisal of the _ ... ericc~n at·'-;i tu e v as always nt:ts:t a 
most cautious one - 1?lease rec 11 m a praisal o the __ mcrican situation 
at the last Cong ess . Ther should not charge us with so e of the illusions 
which others helped to foste in them and against 71ich · e repeatedly 
warned them. 

I have said this only by , a of introduc ion nd •rill hnve :-,o to 
say about the present sit ation in rJ rica further in m renort . I also 
want to sa , by wav of i _troduct • on, t:iat t e rr'"lnc-e--· .... nts ·hich , e e de 
in Basle for the conduct of' -:. he ,~rork in .t\.merica have on the ·.~hole · orked 
satisfactorily . The r'...Inerica ect~o of the ~x cu~ive ~ d 1 or -~ ized 
and con iceri g he strains o.nd trc s'""en of then .st ro tbs, I a glad to ' 
reuort t,hat the membe s of che :illPric ..... n sect· on have York d to~ .t h".'lrm­
onlously '"'nd in cor:.rad l"' spirit r 1uirea. by the seriousnos .., o"" t hP times . 
The a_ nge ent-s h ... ve also been satisfacto_ ,r in that close and h rr o i us 
collaboration has exist d bet1een the :~ericen secti c of ~he .xecutive 
and the ' erican Zionist _'.111ergency Council , re resenting the z;_onist of the 
United tates . mhe ~e bers 1ip o the ~ergency council as e~rtended to 
include all parties . The Council and the __ ·enc have orked as a te • : s 
Chairman o both bodies , I 1as able to achieve c fair de~ c or coor in ticn bet~een their respective activities . 

.:J. , . , 
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This has been of the utmost im ortance, especially duri~g the critical 
period throueh which re are passing. The cTev:ish .. • ency and ,.l...Jlleric n 
Zionism have snoken Ti th one voice and 1)ursued a co :on olic • :r. S he: .. tok, 
as head of theL Political Department in 1fashin ·ton, was a source of J::,reat 
political strength to us, and by his good will and tact c?ntr~buted to 
the harmonious condubt of our direct work. I trust thPt it w1.ll be possible 
to preserve this gain also in the future. 

During the past six _uonths, the vork of the li.meridan section of the 
~xecutive has revolved largely around the United Nations, althou hit 
should be appreciated thnt many other mntters both o a olitical and 
economic and financiai character are included in the . here of our activi­
ties. We have weJ 1 developed offices both in New York and ·.rashi gton, 
which deal "th many aspects of our comnlex operations on the American 
scene. But I vill limit myself to the yolitical aspect. 

The year began with the London Conference on Palestine and ,the informal 
discussions carried on by our representatives : rom about the middle of 
January to the middle of February. Two n embenr of the 1illlerican sect· on, 
Mr. Shertok and Dr. Neumann,participated in those talks. ~ome of us, and 
certainly I personally, expected that little or nothir rould cone of 
those discussions. I personally Questioned the v:isdom of oing to L ndon 
ezen for «~DIJMixaximlYill~ unofficial consultation in face o the Congress 
Resolution. But it v sour dut½when the talks ·ere started, to >ive 
wfiatever support was ossible from the !-unerican end. This we did. 

I 1;d.sh to refer in particular to one imnortant co versation which I 
had at that time vi th one o the highest off'icials o the ~-..m rican :i-overn­
ment with reference to the London negotiatiuns. He told ne that the 
opinion of the -~erican Government ha beens licited b the ritish Gov­
ernment and he inf'ormed me of th precise nature f the rcpl . It ras 
not all that I or m~ny of us 1rould have wishe for but it • s defi itely 
in keeping with the )osition taken by our Chief ~xecutive in his letter of 
October 4, 1946. I inm1ediately informed our dele ation in London. It is 
perhaps o ome consequence to note that duri the London t lks 1~. Bevin 
adhered to his own position though he had been: formed of the pro-Zionist 
solution favoured by the :.mericen Government at that oment. 

You will re cal_ that the ori inal proposal made by ·_r. Tr gve Lie, 
Secretary General of the United ations, v1qs to obvi te the holai o a 
special session of the .. ·tssembl by const. ituti an d i1oc Com..1ittee of 
~ight, incl~ding the five ajor po1ers to pre a e rec ~rn:1endat:ons or the 
General hSsembly in September. he lan fe~l thro ~h ccause of the ob­
jection of the .:Jnerican Government. '::he e objections • ere b sed unon form 
and technical groundc, but from discussions ·hichvre had ith Stat Depa t­
ment officials it appeared th~t at least one of the easons ra.s diss tis­
faction with the couposition of the pro ... osP.d co ·1ittr:e and a desire on the 
part of the Aun.erican Government Lo avoids rving unon that co~..:J.i tee. 

This r.ras the first intimation we had that the "J!l.erican Government 
was inclined to adopt umserved attitude 1d to avoid taking the initia­
tive or playing an active and leadin role in the a liberations of the 
United Nations on the Palestine question. 11th t t _·ansPi .ed thereafter 
has borne out this vie ·1. i::io .L ut mmore precisely, the i.IIlerican Government 
had begun to nanoo uver or a favor ble tactic 1 nosition in the UN. It 
desired the initiative· d su ·estions for a solution of the alesti. e 
question to come f'rom others :hile it T'8served to itself the ex ression of 
its vie· s if d vhen definite proposuls c e to be under nsi ... erati i)n. 

. ., . - ,.. ,r. ,, 
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The decision to convene a speci 1 session of the General ~ssefilbly of the United Nations on 1.pril 26th caught us r ther unprepared. The plenary session ofthe Bxecutive authorized and directed the !: • .merican section to assume the responsibilityat' preparing for the neetinu o the United Nations. J:Sut the interval b etueen the close of the Jerusalem session of the .uxecutive and t he : ssmmbly ·was ve i~y brief. - only a matter of a few weeks. ·,1e had to undertake a most intensive ac t ivity • ,hich placed asevere strain upon al~ of us, inclQding our rather limit ed ~tnff. It was necessn:-y to sends ec1( l emissaries to visit many capitols in Europe, .}'_frica, l orth and South .i Jnerica, as well as .; ustralia and ew Zealand. rt · rvas necessary to prepare, print and distribute documentary material not only in ...:.,nglish but also i .:1 Spanish and in oome mses also in French. A Legal dvisory Corre · ttee, consi ti· .g of a f; roup o able la\vyers was organized. ~ruitfum conta cts ver estab _ished d maintained vlith th~ Secretariat of tho United Nations and man other officials. t the same time our contact v1ith the :\:merican Government h 3.d to :p1? -served and ectended • 

. .'e also took speci al :pa.i s to c ... 11 j ___ to cons·ll tati ion repr osent".t ives of the o .... jor Jewish organizations in the United States in order to estab­lish a united front and av Jid embar::'a sing division in the JeY•Tish c0.m:p . .. ong tl1ose whopu.rtici )ut cd in thes e consultL.tions u ith us I "'ould en­tion the :.merican Jewish Conference - the most inclusive organiz tion of the .:..merican Jevrish c llliil 1nity - also the ·~ erican Je ·1ish Co:i.TII1ittee, the • 1orld Jewish. vO re s s and .. gudas : isroel. 

Undoubtedly, if ,. e had had at our disposc..l :nore time and more man­power, our prepar -tions could h e ve been even : o:.. e thorou~h thc.n they •rere. :,.s I look back I can~ot re:ttain from cont entinc tha t r a rely in all y ionist expe:.'ience h ve I seen so much i ntensive -vork done b:,r so few p eople on so large a scale and in so short a time. ...· nd I i':ouldlike here to express my personal a ypreciation or the rem~r ble capacity and de­votion displayed by my collea0 ues du_inv th t period . 
mhe situation vb.ich conf'ronted us was one of extrerie complexity and difficulty. We had no precedents to so by. It ,,as the first time that our movement we.s atten:pting to pres nt the ease of the Jewish peo~Jle to the representatives not of a few gover.:un.ents but the entire vrorld. \,e had to reckon ui th the cur:-ents and cross-cur:.,ents or the international scene; and at a moment vhen the wo:r-1 was seriously divi ed and our pro­blem was ine:ct icably involved in the con.:plexities of an i.ncrea si_ ly grave international situation . Obviously the situation e \ uired caution but it also required coura e and arertain degree of boldness on our part. 

s you know, we made a foi:,n 1 re .!.uost for representation, vithout a vote, in thedeliberations of the Special Session. ..:.aesia There had been no precedent for the appearance of a non- overn1i1ental gody before the United Nations. J.JUt 'le made this request on behalf of the Jev ish people and vrerecided to decline an invitation to be seated as guests until our application had be n acted u~on. You ~illrecall that this question, the right of' the Jewish people to be heard, ras one of the major issues before the _ssembly and m rebated at considerable le!l[;th. =ortunately we, the Jeiish : 0 ency, were grunted that recognition and given the privilege of participation in the deliber tions o. the Political Counnittee coriprisi:ig as it did the representatives of all 55 nations, and fortunately also no other Je vish organization vas thus reco . nized . I believe that the Jewish 1 Gency emerged strengthened and its _osition and prestige considerably enhanced by th~t recognition and o,~- arti­cipation in the deliberations. 

Two other battles had to be fought out, one in relation to the terms or reference and the other in rel tion to the com:position of the Special Committee. 1e took reat pains to explain our ttitude on both matters. ,le desired the terms of reference to be couched in such broad lanc;uage as to .void any prejudging of the issues and we vanted the Special Connn­ittee so constituted as to preclude the p ~rticipation of any __ rab state 
Ill 
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or the Mandatory power. Substantially speaking , v.re won these battles. 
Both the terms of reference and the compos ition of the comrn.ittee 1ere 
about as favorable as could reasonably have been ex::pected under the circum-
stances. 

·•1ithout reviewing the course of the debotes, I would merely say that 
considering the aggressiveness and vociferousness of the ~rab states, 
the discussions in the United Nations proceeded and would up in a manner 
f'ar more favorable to our cause than we might have expected at the be­
ginn;ng. Certainly a great contributi?n to1ards the~~l~f~ffr~tioRnaress. 
the issues was made by the representative OL Soviet Rtlsttia/ ff~as tne 
most significant and velcome s ingle occurence at the UN sessions. All 
in all the proceedings of the Special Session, f ar from discouragin us, 
indicated that there was a considerable reservoir of goodv:ill towards 
our people and that confused as the international s·tuation certainly is, 
there are :factors operating a@ii.n1t vs~ ~ --- . 

: vord about t he att itude of t he United tates delegation at the • 
It took a position which was technically and ornally correct, but vb.ich 
unfortunately ai,t not meet u·rtL the situation as it develo ed. ~he posit ion 
taken was that special session of UN was convoked for one nur _ose only, 
namely, to appoint ,... Con.mi ttee of Inq iry ,-se ~~g_y tbe stat g gei.rernroent 

ri)t PaJ ,u,t i.l.a. There ·w·vas nothing else on the acenda of the spEeiel sess •• on , 
and it nas not intended that the merits of the ca se should be discussed . 
This positi on might have b~en maintained ·nth ,ropriety if the delegates 
of the five -~rab States on the IDi had accepted it and had re , ined from 
discussing the merits of the ca5.1. In reality, they exploited every 
opportunity for days on end ~us~the pl atform of the special sesjion of 
the UN as a sounding board for their anti-Zionist propaganda d the e v1 as 
no ·vay of sto~ :ping them. The _ rab case ,, s bein heard; the Je ·1ish case 
was going by default. The United States dele~ation was not quick to 
reverse the position which it had ori5 ina y t (en. It reQuired consider­
able pres sure from all arts of the co ntry nd instructions from the 
highest level of government to orce the Unit tates delegation to cha e 
its position and t o a 7 ree that the Jevish .:·ge er should be heard . 

Once this vas accomplished, the attitude of the United States delega­
tion to i1ards our cause wa .s al t63ether frieadly and helpful on all substan­
tial issues. nefore the ill se s sion the United States delegation vot~d, so 
to speak, v ith us and against the . .':..rab bloc. It voted a.0 ai st _ lacing 
the question of the im:nediate independence of alestine on the a :.>enda ·:hich 
the .:. rab bloc favored and wt voted for the :-cind of ce s o: reference o.nd 
compositi o of the cor ·_ittee 0 1. inq· iry ,.,·hich ,. e f avoured. _ 11 in all, 
it may be sai that it made a false st~rt but that it righted it elf in 
due course. Its action ot the - cannot be i _ terpreted as forcasting an 
unfriendly attitude at the asse1bly o~ the IDT in Septem er . 

No:1 that the work of the ;pecial Committee is dra.wing to a close, the 
scene shif'ts again to ;:..lllerica and ··re : u~t c_ ert rene:red e ·""arts 1 connec­
tion vi th the General .... ssembly which vrill m.,et in a fe ·1 weeks . 

In certain reppects our task has beco e more dif icult in the last 
few y ars. •. hen we first orga nized, e laboured under the difficult of 
having to overcome i~ertia and i dif erence but we had the f ield largely 
to ourselves. However, in the course of several years, the factors and 
forces opposed to our cause h&ve h d the time to er st~llize, to organize 
themselves and to launch increasingly vigorous co nter-ef~orts of their own. 

One factor is growing interest of .. l.Dlerica in the oil resources o the 
Near ~ast . 'l1here has b ::. en a growi:1g propaganda launched by _; rabs , ith the 
help and uidance of certai 1..merican oil ~nterests . ) itish propaganda 
has b en steadily at rk, thou6 h:ina more under~round and subtle for than 
the .i~rab propaganda. r.ihere are the missionary interests cxercisi a. not 
inconsiderable influence in the circles of the State Department • 

• , I' 'L 
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_ bove all ue no·, hc1ve to operate in th midst of a strong ovement 
tending to ally the United States ,Ad th Great Britain in a vast i _ ternational 
alignment aimed to cont in, as they :9ut it, the exnansion of .Joviet power . 
This is su:nmarized in the pbase nthe Truman doctrine". Under the anti­
Soviet slogan .American foreign olicy is beins pr -ci itated into numerous 
improvisations, many a imed to strengthen the 3ritish Empire and some of 
them inevitably reacting unfavorably upon us. 

Add to all these factors the disturbed conditions in Palesti e, the 
violence, the accusations and counter- ccusations ~hich tend to confuse the 
public mind, and you have a situation ost dif ·icult, mot deJi.eate and one 
requiring constant vigilance nd • nabating e:'""'ort . Constantly and unceas­
ingly, day by day, we must carry on our isc~scions 1:1:i th statesmen nnd 
diplomats vrho direct .tuD.erican policv. But I am not e xa.0 ~eratin0 ... hen I 
say that all .these diploflatic eff orts dll prove ruitless and end in 
failure if we should lose the battle o~ public o_inion i the United States. 

The Zionist ~mergency Council is carryi~0 the brunt of that e . f ort 
in countless ways, too any to enumerate here . 

The erican Government seems to be haltL_ bet ·ren t ,o o i 11ions, t orn 
beti;een conflicti!lg .orces. On the one hand there is strong ad natural 
inclination not to ouarrel ·with Britain o_ 'ith the __ rabs o~er Je 1ish claims 
in Pal&st ine - the desire to let ~J i tain have her •ray •ri th a minimum of change 
in the status quo, with a minimum of interferenceon the nart of Jllerica and 
a mj_nimum of r es'ponsibility ~or fo cing a chan0 e of polic • On the other 
hand, there are clear public comnitments in favo~ of the Jevish ueo le 
and the • ionist cause and 3. strong ublic sentiment demanding the honori g 
of t hese co"':llnitment s and justice ~o the Je ish people. 

As you know, becret~ry I,lc. shall and othc high off ici ls ?ere r eat­
edly a ·)proached not only by us but by oth ,rs, y groups o~ Congressmen d 
Senators. 8ut they as or ten cclined the su • tion th -t the .unerican 
Govermnent give a clearer indic tion of its p esent _ositi n nd is vie~s 
regarding a just soluti:>n of the .2ales tin.e pr oblem. 

On one im .... ortant occasion, Secret r Earsha 1 sta ed tht the Govern­
ment did not consider it a dvisable a t the moment t o " develop the no_icy of 
the United States" regarding Palestine . He did not u e thee ression 
"to adopt a policy" or to ' formulate its _olicy", but "to e~elop its 
policy" . The ~ osit :· on taken by · r. 1la1--shall has been +h t the Unit d States 
has a policy vhich h .s been :pub __ icly expressed in broa.d terms. There was 
never an intimation on his part that this policy h~s be0n ab~ndoned or 
changed or is subject to change but he has insi~ted tha t themoment has not 
yet come to define it in more concrete and deta iled ~orm before t he re ort 
of the United Nati Jns Special Co ·ttee on Palesti e has be n eceived. 
He also indicated to e that we would not be confronted by a f uit accompli but 
before the United States government an ounced its 9ositi n at the United 
Nations as ·· embly it Y.rould consult • th us. 

{hat is the American policy on Palestine as a matter of record? 
There have been resolutions of Cone;ress and statements b various Presidents . 
But the latest pronouncements ,ere made in October 1946, one in _ublic 
statement by President Trumann indicating sup:,ort for J"e rlsh i i rati n 
into Palestine and the establishment of a Jewish state in part of the 
country, quoting the action o'f the ~ ecutive of the Je vish ; gency ich was 
taken in Paris, and the other in the form of a letter rom P:"esident T ruman 
to King Ibn Saud, statin that the United vtates is com.~itted to support 
not only the exist-ence of the J"e ish I ational ~ome in Pnlestine, but its 
continued development through im i r ation. '1. s to the ormer of these 
statements, .r . B rnes, then 0ecretarr of J tate, declared t t thes, . olicy 
announced by the resident s binding uuon the tate epartment and co -
trolled its policy . ·.s I :reared, ,this "Oro osal 0 1.. the J , ish 1.genc"r no,., 
represents the "ter a.inus ad quemr' /,i,RI8Rathe United tates Government is 
not likely to go .px It is not at all clear to hat compromises bet een it 
and ·orrison-Grady it may consent. 
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I am a 1are of a ·tidespread feel i ~ of concern t hat the ;unerican Gov­

ernment has receded away from this :>os i t i on, a f eel in ~hich , a s strengthened 

by the attitude of neutrality adopte d b y the represent 1-• tives of t he United 

States on the United Nations and by rumors which have been ci .. culnted since. 

·~·lb.at role the United States rill finally play in the comin -r/3C'ks and 1
1 nths 

I do not profes s to lmow. But just as it is necessary to a roid undue op­

t i mism, ~e should also ,_ void undue pessimism. The present slence of the 
American Govermn.ent is by no me£.ns evidence tha t it has altered its nosit i , 

or that it ill follo t he :Jrit ish line. 

I say t his not ns a att cr o s u ise alone. On the ba sis of ce tin 

soundings hich I have m0 de uite recently , I have reason to t hi _ that 

the attitude of the _-..merican Governnent has not ch· nged. Since f e ere not 

able to get a direct ? Ublic stete3~nt fron the Sec~etar y of St te or from 

the President for the reasons which I have i ndicat ed, it :,ras nece s s 2ry to 

sound out t hrough sources not nublic. Bef ore I left, I had conver sations 

with friends o~ t::e _._ d:::linistra t i n and the President, ~ i th Lr. Baruch end 

1 r. :>wope. l told them of · hat our concer n \Tas , ho ·, gr eQ tly ·re ~e e co -

cerned vrith the uresent i nt ent i ons of t he Go7ernment. There have been 
rumors that our Government had changed its :nind • .:r. Swo~e t ook this up 

with Mr. Snyder, and he sent me t hi s letter and t elegram before I left 

the United States. 

n 

"Dear Dr. i lver: 

This telegr am a r rived -"-ednesday noon. It seems th· t it oes 
ev r~thing you a sk r or. It arms you vith final aut hority to deny 

any cha r ges that ~..merica h s abandoned her position. 

In conversation vri th Secret · r ~r 0nyder I told him of our fears 
of the gro ,,ing gossip that erica ' s nosi t _')n h a c1 devi tedfrom 
that originally announced by the _ r esl ent. _ ... e volu t Per ed to take 

the matter up with the ~ resident and t his t ol ebr am is u r esult of 

tha t t allc. 

The Secretary sent it to e , ·i t h th0 !: .. o ,,led e t h, t I i tended 

to transmit it to you to use should the necessit arise. 

RB T B ·· .. _ l -qn , ,oP~ 
? Ll 5 FI TH ,1,.':,.v. rnE 

Good luck, 
Herbert B ard S r1ope". 

From other sources we have had simil r [ sure.no s. ,le may therefore assume 

that t~e posit i on o the erican ~overnment rid.ii has not deteriorated. 

There 1.s no rea on to ac- ume t t the 'a.merican Government will chan e its 

poli~Y• It is likely to favor the optimum ~roposals which the s ecial 

Committ~e ill recomr end. Se~ator ustin, Chairman of the United States 
delegation stated quite definitely that the United tates ,.-overnment isnot 

s~e~ing t~ avoid re~pons;bility but. ~ould a sume its full share ofresnon­
sib~lity 1.n connect irn ·,r1.th a s )lution hich 1ould be dented by the United 

Nations. enator "andenberg h s indicated time and a a. in- not only ·riend­

ship to our cause, but hi co viction th t the - nited ,Jtates overnment 

should as :nne ~ full shar~_of r~s 10~ i ilit i imple entin a decision 

~~!s~~ly poli t:i.cn ly and . 1nanc1 c:.lly, but also i n cessa y in a mili t a y 

... 1. 'l 
1/11 t 
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One more word with reference to the 1..merican scene. __ t certain 
critical moments inthe past ourefforts were hampered and at times frus­
trated by certain divisions of 0 1 inion in our o-·rn camp; nd Zionist policies 
and action based u:9on politica l re:;ilism ~?ere at times thwarted by those 
who thought that· e were too aggressive or too . ilitant, by men who in 
this hard and brutal age have clune pathetically to gestu:s~es of renun­
ciation and goodwill on our part as a ethod of overcomi g hostility to 
our cause or indif'f erence to our ~li~·ht. 

Take the matter of our relations '"i th Dri tain. ~le in :,.m~rica h ve 
long rEel..ized that a vigorous _>olitical reaction in )...merica against Bri­
tain's anti-Zionism is the only ef~edtive a lternative to an incre ingly 
violent resistance movement in Palestine. e felt that the more passive 
we v;ere in ..merica, the more cautious and timid ,. e were about exercisin 
whatever political influence re could _1uste_ there, the heavier vas the 
burden which e were throwing upon the ishuv. Britain did not hesitc.te 
to strike at us not only in Palestine and on the .r edi terranean but on 
the continent of' urope and in 0outh _me ica , wherever its i fluence 
extended • . my then should we hesitate to etaliate by such political 
means as we could command? Britain ·wa s u gin::; .var against the J e rVish 
people. ·, hy then should we hesitate to strike back in ~:..m.erica, here , e 
were not without s ome i nfluence? · men the ritish ~overrunent sought 
a loan from the United States a year and a _half ago, I and my acsociates 
felt that .lmerica should, if not refuse such a loan, at least defer it 
until the Dritish ~overmnent yielded to the request of the President of 
the United States for the admission of 100,000 refugees. ~-nd the Co ress 
was in a mood to hold up the lo nt But ,..: ionist voices ,.vere raised on 
both sides of the water in de·~ense of the :1ri tisll lo~n. . 'ellow ionists 
lectured us on duty as loyal ~Jnerican citizens and a pealed to Con0 ress­
men fighting our bc,.ttle to desist. The o n as . :psed and shortly there -
after the · ritish Government arrested the bers of our :~xecutive and 
sent them to Latrun. 

':..
1he same sort of thin ha pened 1he11 ·re organized ooli ti ca l -pres­

sure on the eve of the elections in the fall o 1946. nhere s an or ✓ an­
ized movement •1hich three tened t o ,,rithhold )Ort from the pa rty in power 
if the Government failed to exert the :f:.ill vrei ,::;ht of its influence in 
favour of our DP' s and their in igra tion into ?alesti e. __ gain ,e • ere 
denounced for permittin our Jeiish and Zionist interes ts to~ ~luence 
our conduct as unerican citizens. " e maintained tho.t as lo al .m icr.:ins 
it vas not only our right but our duty to de~and o our Government th t 
its ctions should corres_ ond to its nromises . It ·was as a result of 
our politic 1 action and ~olitical pressure t_ t the 0overnment did take 
certain steps at that time, c-uch the t ·10 imJ ortant nublic documents of 
President ~ruman . 

If I rehea rse thee facts, it is not or t he sake o historte.l re­
view, but because vie c .. re still con:rronted with the same question of po icy. 
Britain is again -p_;>roaching the United States for aid, and ,. i l l continue 
to do so. There is also a ntional election in the offing. 0hall we or 
shall rve not exert our f 111 strength in the United States? Shall ,, e or 
shall we not c: e ·re t Jritain feel the _ ull ·1ci0 ht o ... our notential 
influence in .Ja.erica in ,., atte~:s ... hich a f . ect her vi tally, tho gh not 
quite as vitally as her ~. olicy afrects the fate and ·uture of our people? 
Shall we or ehall ,e not m.Hke '1ur oun overnment cognizant o.:. the depth 
and stre th of our eeling r garding herd· ties nd obli ations about 
solemn co::n:nitn.ents <"r iven t o u . in the past? nd if these a re not to be 
sanctioned as up_pro_ riate _.:e thod in our 'P 11 tical stru le, • hat else 
re ains, apart ·rom rord and more ords, protests, sp ~e ches, and ex o t ~ ­
tions'? ·fua.t else rem i s b t cro,::in ense o frustre.tion no g our 
peo le and e. ~ro ing upea l to iolence • o. our o th? 
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I say these thin~s because it is by no -e _ns ce~tain that a decision 
by the United Nations, even i it is :n.acle and even if it i . favorable , ,i 1 
n0cessarily be honored and carried out. I eu:nest ly hope that this ,,ill 
not be the cl.4s e, but --.· hen t he United i:c.t ions ha s finished \! i th its con­
sideration of the _uesti on, ~e ay find ~hat this is but another assing 
phase in o r continuing stru0 ., 1 e. , ;Te must f F ct the! t ossi bi_i ty and gi d 
ourselves for t he b:"?.ttle resh if need be. If the bu den of co1-t l uing 
struggle is thrust non us, then I believe that the 7, i r,nists and the Je rs 
of meric . ·i:. l :p:--epa:'od to do their share in the va the~r c, n oe • o t 
effective. But ·e must lec_ d °'c·!.e._ co'~-r~ geo-:.isly . I assure O'.l the. nro re­
pared ::'or it and are increcsi _gly i npatient. Unless ·e of~e them an 
effective progra."11 of :9olitica l action, they ··Till se ot 1e o 1tlets for 
their feelings nd ene:--gies . _".lread~l irresryonsible ~rou ... s have been c~ -
itilizing on this craving for v~ orous olitical action . 

In conclusion I -rrant to s2_y ~ ... _;ord c bo'..lt the " _.Jxocius". Natura ly, ,·1e 
have done all that ~e could possibly do in the United States to urge our 
Government to intervene in the "af aire .!!,Xodus" . So :far -;e have been co -
pletely unsuccess:ful in stopping the r eturn oft.he refugees to ermany. 
Our l atest inf'ormation is that the Pres ident is acain eoing to i t ~rvene. 
Whether he will be any more successful than he '18.S be:fore, thct I do not 
know. Generally spealcing, the success of our Chief ~xecutive - and t his 
is said not in criticism - has been in givine; nnd not in getting . 

The hanging of the two sergeants uade a ter_"ible impres ion in the 
United St tes, an l ost us many friends . r~ot only the act itself, but the 
attendent ci cum...,tances. There was almost 2.n enotional stam-oede a 'h ... y from 
us. British propaganda ,·.as : uick to co.pitilize on that. ~le took everv 
means to bring things to an even keel again. 

The outburst of r. Hecht has done u no good in the United St 0 te 
intemperate , provocative, insultin~ of human decency. 4 great eal of 
symps.t :.1.y has been won recently by the n.ore s stem.a.tic ca211.pa i gn to ublicize 
the work of the H2.gannah . [uch riore of this should be done. 

Having said a11. this I v. ould not be a _a i thful reuorter of' the .1Jl1 J -

ican scene if I were not to t 11 you that, by and large - the ::.meric n Je ~ 
is sympathetic -ith the resistance in Pale tie. ~ht does not Been t et 
he approves of the :3ergson t 1 r oup. Tne .r. rican J e, believes i esistin.c_; not 
merely through ships, not merely thr·o 1g h fasts. n • hile the : J ican Je • 
is impres ed b ( 11 that 'e heve c a id in conde1mation of thee groups, he 
is not persuaded that the polic of the 0 e groups i false o e . H ho es 
for some kind of st tes ans! i p , for some __ ind of a joing pro0 r of resis­
tance coordinated under a central reco nized nat ional aut ority. I hope 
that it is not yet too late to achieve it. If it is, ten I am fraid th t 
we are in for very de perate times. 

The road ahead may still be very long and difficult. But I can o~fer 
you what co fort there is in the assur nee - end this is b ed on my close 
knowledge of the .~erican scene- I can of· e ou vrhat com.fa t th re is in 
the assurance that the __ 'i..merican J"e ,ish co11L"':1Uni ty is ore firmly united 
than ever 1th the Je irs in Polestine to achieve __ r edom an a secur d 
national axistence for our neoule in -r tz Israel. .... -
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