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TELEPHONE .\IBSSAGE TO BUFFA.LO zrm ISTS 
12-8-47 

See Correspondence f E .. Freudenheim - General File 1~47-48 

I am very happy to h:.i.ve ttris opport nity to greet the ck. i sh Communi ty 

of Buffalo and to join • i th T ou, even if it is only at l ong-r'.in •_;e, in cele rat i ng 

the establishment of the J e'i ish st te. wie are as yet too c lo~e to t e event 

properly to ppraise it, but no one can doubt th0 t as momentous act 0f historic 

si nificance was consu·r.mated a week ago Saturday at the ssembl,. of he United 

N·tions. 

The just albeit long deferred claim of the ;ewish 1-,eople to rebuild its 

n~tion 1 life in the ancient land of Israel was finally recongized b t he n1. ions 

of the world. It received an ov9r helming and ecislve endorsement. l>r· e l has 

now regained st· tus as a nation mong the nations of the earth. Our G 1 t -- our 

n -tion 1 homelessness th s crimes to an end. The .s·N is h people ill nor, l e ... ree 

ag in to li.ve its own life r'n its o.m soil, t o develop its own cult re, to give <'ree 

pl y to its cre·1.tive enius and to ma -e ·ts s1 c·r·c contr·bution to th 

of m::i.nkind. 

One of the greatest rongs of istory has now been righted . Com ens on 

has now been ma e evPn if it can never be made in 111 measure or t . e mil ennial 

su erings and persec tions of our people. 

The United . tions, as a result of this ec· sion, s ·ned enor nuls 

in rest· ge -nd in thority. It has given convincinr r e-of t t ·t is c paLJle of 

facing up to gra-.re inter, +, ional _f,ro lems and of solvin.., t' em ·, ~th c rage nd 

forthrightness. 

' The role which our rn country pl ~ ed in the Un..:..ted. ations w:■u in 

connection i th this ec s ion has been most gratif)in. Without the stron p sltion 

which the United States finall r took, after considerable initial hesitd ion nd 

divided counsel, favoura ble action would, in all probabilit, not 

place. 

: e t ~<en 

"e are also g re tl n ebted t o the cons·sten 1 helpful role hich e 
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Soviet Union layed throughout t he negotictions. Its clear and une1uivocal position 

dispelled many fears and doubts, and e osed the baseless prop1ganda ~h·ch h::id r een 

spread concerning the true attitu1e of the boviet Govert.ment. That t~e Uni ted 

States and the Soviet Union were able to W>rk most harmoniously on his impo t ·1nt 

issue is e hope, a happy augury for the future. 

The Jewish State will be small, as a result of partit ion h·ch e reluctantly 

accepted, but we intend to make it great - great in achievement, and in all the 

attr·bu es of a progressive and democratic countr~~ - Thoe cnunt ries ·n the past 

which made the noblest and most significant contributions to m2.nkin .. ere never 

l ar ge countries territorially. Greece was a small cou.~try, hut it carved a high-

wa • for mankind in ph.i.losoph~ , art and literature. .Iidea ·N .. s a l.r s sm· 11 

count r . But t he prophets and spiritu 1 leaders which it produced m.de oft t little 

country t he Holyland of mankind. 

v· e ra for the peace of Palesti.ne. ~e e ten1 trie hani of genuine 

fr..:.endahip to the new Arab Sta e mch is to be es ablished t here. The Jevllsh 

nation in ~lestine .. ill be eager to coope ate full ath its ' r ab neighbors nl hin 

the framework of the economic union for the progress ani prosperity of he hole 

of Palestine. But, if forced to, we shall defend our State t 0 the utmost. Our 

tradition is peace but our resolution is steel. ihat e have ilded N~t. blood 

ands crifice ill not be uprooted, and the dec·sion of the United ations will 

not be defeated b· threats and violence. 

M ny 0 rave tasks lie ahead for the ~wish nati on in P l estine. B tit 

will be e~ual I am sure t the c len-e of its destiny. The ~ ,s of e thited 

St~s akatt should take pa ticular pride in the decisive role ·r ich the played in 

this gre· t drama of Israel. without me ic· , the United . ations ction wou_d 

have been imp ssible. ithout Americ· n Je~ry and American public o inion hich 

Americ n Jewry informed and mobilized, AcericIWXp•~tic~ our gove nment wruld 

not have been alerted and guided to the positive action :hich it took. The Zionists 

of merica ma: therefore be deepl gratified at the part h. ch the. ' e e privileged 
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to play in the/testing hour of J ewi.sh history The.l3ws of America, out o a sense 

of j,-r and _,ride an res onsibility, must nofl do their utmost to insure 111t the 

foundations of the Jewi sh sate shall be laid strong ands re, t hat the new state 

sha. _l be fully defended, and that the tens of thous ~nds of our people ~ho have 

• ~ited for this hour of redemption shall be helped tc come ad quickly as css i ble 

to the land of their people and the 1 nd of their he rts' desire. 

On this Chanukah eve of roud and joyous ce ebration, let us rededicate 

ourse l ves anew to the undefeated and indefe sible spiri t of the !accabees. 




