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THE MESSAGE OF THE PRESIDEr T, DR . _BBA HILLEL SILVER, TO TFE 
FIFrY-EIGHTH ANNUAL CO.WJEl'TION OF THE CE 'TR1~L c urF£r~ENCE OF 
AMERICAN R1 BBIS I P fftOr!TREhL, CA JADA , JUNE %4, 1947 

To the Central Conference of American Rabbis, 

My deur Colleagues: 

.. . -

Fifty years ago, on July G, 1897, Dr. Is .... ac U. ise, frcsicent of thP 

Central Conference of American Rarbis, opened itc eighth annu~l convention in 

this city of 1lontreal with the : ords: 11 T11e Rabbi and the congre§:c.tion ~·wrshiplng 

in this sanctuary invited us to .. eet here and here ·,e are in t;1e na ·,e of God &nd 

Israel and for the s ake of truti , peace and rii.-;hteousness ." 

I can find no more apJrot'.)riate ,rnrd ~ •:itb whic' to open the fif ieth 

annual convention of the Central Conference of .nmericun ct.abbis Hhich a~•n.in 

convenes in his beautiful and historic city of Iv ontreal at the gr· cious invit~tj ,-,.r 

of the same congregation, E. anuel, a11d its pres0n distin(.Juished Rab~i. Fifty 

years ago, the delegates attending the convention were war~ly welcomed not ~Jone 

by the sLJokesmen of the Temple and the corni.unity, bu b:, the Governor of <..t,ue1 ·ec , 

its Cabinet and tl e 1Jiayor of the city. Todc: y the Central Confer nee of ArnericL..n 

Rabbis is again f>rivileged to enjoy tbu.t cordial hos pit[d.it J .·hich men have come 

to associate with the n' me of Canada and •rn &..re rer 6ra .,ef 1. Dr . Isaac !. . ·~ ise 

proudly f)Ointed out, at th t time, thci.t this .:as he first conven ion of tre 

Centr· 1 Conference of Americ n abbis ·,hich i1et out...,ide the United S ates . He 

was happy that it wa s Leld in the Dominion of Canada und r t1e £'Jab of Great 

Britain. "It testifies before the civilized ·orld, 11 .ie declared, "be ore this 

and all future generations that in t he ye~r 1897, reli ious liberty and the freedom 

of speech is existent and resaected under the flag of Great oritain as ell as 

in the United States, to Jew and 0 entile, to native and foreign alike." He ··1as 

proud of the privilege to express his fraternal sentiments to·rards he Domin·on 

of Canada. 
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And so are we, fifty years later . Canada's 1)roud record as a lard cf 

freedom and human pro~ress remains bright and unt · rnished in spite of the spor~i;, 

outbursts of intolerance and bigotry which small reactionary groups instig• .te i." 

every democracy seeking to underr lne it. 

Since the Conference first met here> ..,he J e' ... is.1 co:amuni t.y of Car a<la 

unler its benign l:1~ s "nd institutions has .L.Jros t'3.eed and inc re;-,.sed ten fo d. i~ •...-

it has been n i)roud and loyal Jewish community~ It has bui lded ma.ny f'iLc 

religious, educational and charitable edifices and institutions. It t~s ~~nlforted 

a deep interest in t~1e life and fortunes of world Jewry. It hGs been gen0rous in 

its contributions to the relief and reconstruction of European J e r,ry and Jales ine. 

It is well organized to def nd Je,;ish life and the fair name of Israel. A 

high destiny under God awaitn this splendid communit and we invoke God's blessinµr.; 

upon it. Vie salute the people and govern , ent of the Dominion of Cc:.nacla '-4nd i;•e 

pray for their peace, prosperity and 1:rell being. 

Our Conference has , thanks to a kind Providfmce gre(..l.tly increased 

since we last met here. Tventv-nine members attended the Jontreal convention .. 

fifty years ago, out of a totti.l of one hundred and thirty. Our membership today 

is five hundred and fifty-two, and resJ->onding to the roll c · 11 this year are 

Of those v1ho attended the ·,:ontreal Cor;vention two members, we are ha1J1Jy to record, 

are living and are in attendance at tPls corventlon, Dr . David Philipsor ~nd Dr. 

Samuel Hirschberg . Dr. Leo t.i . Fran,din ··; s a member of the Conference fifty 

years ago, but did not atte 1d the Lon r al cm vention. 

Among the small band of Rabbis w10 attended the Conference a half 
ing 

century a~~o ere outstancy men, and the subJ ects whicl interested them b.nd which 

they discussed were vital subjects and tteir ap~roach to them was scholarly, 

reverent and courageous. They considered at great length the functions of the 

Rabbi as teacher and as public ~n . The;t .}robed the Theology of the old Pra er 

Book and the Messianic Idea in Judaism. They earnestly discussed the need for 
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publishing and disseminating more books of Jewish scholarship and books on Jevd.nh 

ethics and religion. They felt deeply the need for a comprehensive Jawish 

encyclopedia. And of course they discussed Zionism, 111hich in 1897 had become 2. 

very live issue as a result of the convoking of the first Zionist Congress in 

Basle, Switzerland. Dr. ~Jise was inclined to ignore this entire r.'.lover:,ent. It 

was an idiosyncracy of the later immigrants, he thought, w:·w , coming from la.r< ·.:: 
an 

of persecution, had imported it into the new world. He regarded it as711 unvle~san~. 

episode" of our history. 

Fifty years later all these subjects and their cognates are still 

vital and relevant and they still mightily concern the Rabbinate . The true 

role of the Rabbi in the modern Jewish community continues to be a subject of 

lively discussion and of sharp differences of opinion. Jewish t~1eology, old 

and new, and messianism, in one form or another, are still challengin6 themes 

and they will be as long as Judaism survives. The need for Jewish scholarship and 

for the dissemination of Jevlish lee1rning is as keenly felt today as it was then . 

And Zionism, far from ~)roving a passing and 11unplea:.;ant e.pisode" is today, after 

an amazing career of half a century in and out of Palestine , on the agenda of the 

United N&tions and the thought and conscience of the nations of the world are 

deeply concerned with it. 

In fact these subjects are the continuing themes and employment of our 

~rofession -- what is the nature of our ministry; what is the theolog;y- of our 

faith; v1hat are the mandates of the tradition of Jewish learning and :r,hat is 

the status of our people in the ·~10rld. Each age must face up to these problems 

and must make the proper adjustments in relation to its particular needs and 

experiences, and no ag~ ever makes the perfect adjustment. Our own generation of 

Rabbis, through the tragic years of war and v,orld disaster, has had to concern 

itself primarily not with the problems of theology ·nd scholarship or the ideal 
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pastorate, but with the status of our people in a world sinking into fierce 

sectionalism, hate, intolerance and war. Its best energies were s~ent on t,hp 

urgent problems of relief, defense and recons"Lruc ion , on the healin0 of the 

vwunds of our people suffered in the most calami t,..,us ~)e:;.~iod in all our his 01·1 

i r. •::hich it faced actual physical annihilation. T:10'1gh the ·;,ar is over anr 

t hou~h t he organized forces of N&zism and Fascism whose foremost victims ~s~e J J( 

sons lmc: daughters of Israel are destroyed, many of these tasks ~- i th \--hi•·,h ( 1:~ 

generation of Rabbis nc:.s confronted are far from done. But is clear th.-..t r-ome of 

the other mandates of our profession which v, ere partially neg lee ted t~ff ug~1 hese 
u 

Jears must again assert their claim upon is. A re--direction of emphasis is no·: 

indicated. In the post-,,ar era in \·1hich we nm1 find ourselves so beset 1i· i th grave 

spiritual crises, •herein men hunger for spiritual security, and for freedom 

from the fear of universal cutastrophe to ·hich mankind seems to be hurt.led by 

its om vast but unmanageable powers, the Rabbi is needed today as much in his 

capacity as teacher, spiritual guide, theologi~n and insl)ircd scholar an in his 

capacity as tribune, cham.._)ion, and defender of rights. There are encouraging 

signs about us pointing to a 6ro ;ing a .mrenes s of the need for a religious revival, 

for restoring centrality to synagog and school, for the expansion in the pro6 rams 

of our seminaries and theologic schools, for increased youth and adult Je1-;ish 

education and for more vital J evish literature. The Union of 1n1 erican He brew 

Congregations is facing the tasks of the new day ·:Ii th fine vision. It is expanding 

its religious activities in a commendable my . There is ho·.-rnver mucht :cmch more 

to be done. Among our Rabbinical seminaries, the Hebrew Union College faces its 

new day under tile leadership of a ne •• i'resident v1ho, we are confident, will continue 

and advance the high mission of this oldest Rabbinic oeminary in the United States. 

1) The Central Conference of American dab bis Vlill ii.sh to send its 

warmest greetings to Dr. Nelson Glueck as he assumes the Presidency of the Hebrew 

Union College. Youthful graduate of the College, he ·s steeped in its traditions . 



-5-

He is devoted to J e,·1ish scholarship and has m~de significant contributions to i +,. 

He is motivated by the highest Sf)iritual ide:ils of his fni.th, and in the c-.ct-dnir

tration of his high and responsible office he •. ; 1.l e 6ui ,ed by them. The corning 

generation of students and graduates of the J; ~- )_·e··: Union College ·. ·ill have ~h 

inspi:-..--ation of a fine, enkindling personality : le~•:: ~hem to service a.nd 

consecration. 

2) The Central Conference of 1-lmorican Rabbis ,. ill r,ish to record its 

sentiments on the occasion of the retire ent of Dr. Julian 1.1orgenstern from the 

.Presidency of the l..:ollege. For four decades Dr. Lorgenstern , also an alumnus of 

the College, 1ias identified i th the He bre1: 1 Union College ,1.S instructor and 

professor and as President sitce 1922. ,· ny of us ·1ho are attending this con

vention \lere his pupils or iere ordained by him. ,le are all deeply indebted to 

him, as is the whole of Am rican Israel. On the occasion of t11e testimonial 

tendered to him in Cincinnati last month, I sent him, in your name, the follo:1ing 

message: 

11 1 join your host of friends and adrr1irers t }1roughout the country in 

extending to you my tribute on the occasion of ·our retirerrent from the Presidency 

of the Hebre',7 Union College. You ha.ve honored this historic institution ~1-irough 

years of distinguished service, You have ordained nany Rabbis .1ho are carrying 
\1ith 

on t11e noble traditions of liberal Judais,1/'which you inspired t.hem. You hl:1ve 

enriched J e vish scholarship. Alr.rays you have :1eld high the l,re"" t ideals of 

prophetic Judaism and related them to \,hat ~ms finest in Am2rican life and thought. 

Personally, as a friend and former pupil, and officially, in the name of the 

Central Conference of Ar:1erican Rabbis, I salute you as you pa~s from one field of 

service which has been abundantly blessed to another where I pra.y you m .... y enjoy 

many years of productive labor in our cor.unon cause. 11 

You will recall that our last convention, considerable thought ,as iven 

to the subject of our chaplains. The Emergency f>lace.ent Committee was discontinued 

and its remaining duties uere turned over to the Committee on Chapltdns. This 
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Committee has been considering, among other thin6s, the future of CANRA as P. 

affiliate of the National Je-.vish Welfare Board. Other Rabbinic bodies have 

likewise been considerin6 this ,.Jroblem. Resolu ions on the subject uere ado )te 

by the Rabbinic Assembly of .America and b ~ the Association of Jenish Cl.aplains. 

This convention wi 11 receive a re1)ort from our Commit tee on Chaplains on this 

subject for consideration and action. 

The secretary of the Committee on ChaiJlr-ins, Dr. Louis I. Ege1son, has 

rey_uested me to bring to the attention of the Conference a serious 1Jroblen. in 

relation to the procurement of cha.plains for the future. He 1ri tes: 

"From forty to fifty full-tine chc..i.iJlains are needed no · for the Army 

and Navy. If universal military truining is voted by Con~ress, then our Jroblem 

o procurement v1ill continue as long as universal mili tar, training r ill be in 

operation. 

"The members of this year's graduatin classes of the various seminaries 

who were approached with reference to enlistment as chaplains have not reacted 

favorably. 1i e all recogni ze that the glamour of war is not present as t:1e 

incentive. Ho.d the .,ar Department chan5ed its regulations last year so th0.t the 

graduating classes of 1946 could have been approached for the chaplaincy, some 
classes 

of those men ·;ould have volunteered and the difficulty \;ith the 1947/ ·1ould not. 

have been so great. 

"Something has to be done about this m .... tter because ·,·:e cannot lay 

ourselves open to the charge thdt 1e are not providini for the spiritual life of 

our men in the Armed Forces. Our Committee on Chu)lains has suggested that 

possibly the seminaries may be approached and urged to mo.ke a condition with the 

men who are being enrolled in the seminaries to serve a fe\ years in the chaplaincy 

on graduation before accepting a pulpit . " 

3) I suggest that the Conference give very serious thought to this 

problem at this convention and that some U1.Jpropriate action be taken which will 
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\,hich :ill 
insure proper prov.Lsion for tha Si)iri .. ual needs of our men in the 11r.ed fo cs t.Jnd/ 

help to maintain the high level of service v,hich our Conference rendered o our 

men in service arrl to our country during the war . 

Your Commission on Justice and Peace \tas very ac ive durin5 tl.0 

year. It held a successful Institute on Judaism, dunagoment c1.nd Labor in ., .e 

Cit,~ of Chicago on npril ~o-21, in cooperation with he Chica._,o Federation of 

Reform 3yno.gogues . T: .. e Ins ti tu e \Jas • ell at ten led both bJ Rab':is and lLynen 

and on its ·)rogrhJl \,ere Many industrialists, labor lead,..::!rS and re r,~senta iv<.;S 

of he ;>ublic . The Institute evoked L.1uch favorable comment, and nas Jrai.rnd as 

a slgnificant co~_tribution to he con~i eration of this gret.t i)roblem of our day. 

The 4uestion of enga.ging a perr;,.ancnt executive sccrotur/ for the 

Com.mission on uustice and Peace has eng&ged the ,ttention of i c Conference for 

sor. e ti:.1e. The ~vork o. the Cor. mission .. • s gre~ tly e.rpe.nded in re cont years and 

for effective functioning, it no! re uires the s~rvices of & full time executive 

,/no 1• ·ill devote himself entirely to the •:.ork of .e Commission. At t11c lc.l,st 

conve11 ion, it •.;as r3solved "th t he .l!,~~ecutive Bo& d be ins ructed to exr lore 

further he JJOS sibili ty of engaging a ;>er:. anent sec re ary for the Commission on 

Justice and eace, and if they find • t pos.,.lble o do so, o )roceed to en6&P.;C 

a permanent secre ary . 11 The subject v, as e~ 11lor~d during the .,:ear c...nd conve: ations 

were held ;;itn the representatives of the Union of 1cr·c.:.n ebre·.r Cont:,ro6 ations. 

Both the Union a d t1 e Conference hc..ve E,.pi-1rovcd t e formatio of c..a. Jolnt Commission 

on Socia J otice to consist of an e u~J nu.~b r of laj-men ~nd Ha in . This 

secretary would be enga.:_,ed b., t1 e Joint Comrr.i c. sion and bo h tl1e Conference • nd the 

Uni0n ·ould sh re t: e cost . lt is ~stiriw.tcd tha the cost to the Conference, 

covering tl e salar • of the secretary and office ej.l ens t::, \;ould • mount to eight 

or ten thousand dollars . 

4) I concur int e judgment of the Conference , as expre$Sed at previous 

conventions , that it ould bB highly desirubl~ to set up such a office, an I ur e 
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that the Conference aJprove this ex.>enditure and authorize its Executive Committee 

to take the necessary steps to complete arraniements. 

Among the resolutions which the Committee on Justice and Peace will 
the 

present to the Conference is one calling for tho ~assage by/Congress of the 

United St· tes of the Emer;ency Displaced i>ersons Adraission Act, knovtn a~ the 

Straton Bill. This Bill provides for the iClllli~ration into the United St~tes of 

four hundred thousand displaced Jersons of all fa.i ths over a l1eriod of four 

years without regard to existing immi5 ration ½uotas. 

5) I strongly urge th~t the Gentral Conference of Americ~n Rabbis 

petition the Congress of the United States to pass this legislation. It .. ould be 

a major contribution to the solution of one of the most tragic hum&n 1r oblems of 

post-·aar Euro1Je. Favorable action by tl e Uni ed States 'irnuld inSf)ire other 

countries to open their doors to these hon·eles 1:,en, 10men hnd c 1ildren for ~::1om 

Euro,1e can no longer provide a hone. Th,~ re is room for them in the United 

Sta es, and tL1e:ce rests a moral obli6c;1 ion upon t ~e richest and most 1.)0 ,erful 

country on earth to take the initiative in this, as in other great int~rn~tional 

_cJroblems, to normalize our ,1ar-ravabed :·,orld and ~; ive pec..ce a, last ar.d hope to 

its rryriacts of uprooted and dispossessed refugees. 

The Conference members 11 o attended tr.e last convention in Chicago will 

recall the sense of shock Hhich was exi.1erienced b; .... 11 the delegates 111'-.en t:ie 

news ·:as broadcast on the Convention Sabbath day, June 29, tha members of the 

Executive of the Jer:ish A:;;;enc:,r had on thF ... t dc:.y een arrested b;,· the British 

authorities along ..-,ith thousands of other Jev1s in ·.1h t :Jas clearly the inauguration 

of a campaign of brutal repression designed to break the s~irit of t i e Yishuv 

resistance, and to compel it to acceJt the illegal and ini4uitous regime of the 

White Paper. 

The Conference expressed its grief a.nd horror at ..-hat it cho.racterized 

as 11 un11recedented and unjust Gestapo acts" in a resolution ·,rhich v,as to be 
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delivered in person by a committee of the Conference to the President of the 

United States. The resolution in p· rt read: 

"In vievi of the important role in tte titc,nic struggle played by S •'!S 

of all lands and of r:aich the J. ws of Palestin.;:, a :ce 3. ~Jart , vm had .,.. ri13h+ to 

e:~,..,cct that s • ;_Jle justice r,ould have been uete'.1 out to our ,.. ,eopL' eve .,r·,. here, 

but, instead of justice, Jewry hes had thrust upon it~ c infanous ,hitc Paper, 

oppress· ve and tyrannical measures in 1:'alestine, cont,inuous a 0 [.ressive c...nd 1)ro

vocative act:1 against Palestinian Jev;ry, the brea:cin~ of sacred Jromises and no~·: 

the supreme act of betrayal, the arrest of the .1:!.xecutive of th(., Je ·Jish .h. ency 

and thousands of others. 

11 ,le, the r1embers of the Centrc:...l Conference of 11, cric&.n Uo.bbi~, are 

resolved to resist t 1is .J.ct of fla0 rc:..n injustice -. • th ctl l thB rnor&l po.rnr at 

our command. ~· e hereby .t>eti tion the .!resir ent of our countrl to use r.i" ~ood 

offices to .Jrocure the ir.11ediate rele&.se of t bo J~embers or t he Sxecu ive Agency 

and of all other victims of tLis terroristic 1Jroc durc, u.nd tnc prompt i plementa

tion of that recommendation of the An;;lo-hmf' ri~a.n Inquiry Co.:.mission' s ret)ort 

·.1hich calls for the uncon i tional admission of one .i ndred thousand Je· ·s into 

Palestine." 

The arrested me~bers of the Je ~ish Agency reLlain d incurccratod for 

one hundred days before they were releasP-d. The r, as::, arrests, scarcl'1es and 

deportutions continued. T:1e hundred thousand refugees for whose admission the 

President of the United &t&tes has appealed ti::ie ::~nd again in the last tv:o years 

are still languishing 

\·1ho have been through 

in tile DP cam1)S of Euro~e. Shiploads of 1. ·eary refu0 ees, 
on reaching the shores of the Je ·rish atll Home 

all t ·1e hells of Europe are forcibly trans-shipped/to ne\',' 

detention camps in Cyprus. The i11a~1datory Gov _rnmcnt failed in its sinister 

purpose to break th SfJiri t of the Yishuv but its cam.>ai0 n to enforce t ht;; Whi to 

Paper policy at all costs is still goin6 on. 

n army of raore than a hundred thousand troops is employed to enforce 
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this policy which the League of Na. tions as ·.:ell as Gre .... t Britain I s om leading 

statesmen have condemned. A section of the Yishuv has reacted to the2e cruel 

and provocatlvc acts by ;tleasures of desperation n.nC v.i.nlcnce ;,r,i.1ich the ,:i.uthoritc::.tive 

sookcsmen of Pales t.ine JeHry and of the Jewish •• .~c:· c;r .1ave deplored . The 

• ndisputable fact hmJever reuains that the chief ls urber of the eace of 

Pal\;stine is the .':andatory Government itself uhich is cynically disregarding its 

obligo.tioro under the ~ andate \ihich alone justify its presence ln L)alestlnc . 

The Palestine political situation has gravely deteriorated since we 

last met. You will recall that the recomnendations of the nglo-A1ueri an Com

mittee of In4uiry 1:hich v:ere made ~1ublic on ~ril i::!O, 1946, ere rejected out 

of hand by the British Govern'";.ent, although it had t!romised t e Co imittee to 

implement them. It declined to implc;nent 1i.ny OT' c..ll pc:;1.rts of the report urtil 

the American Government had indicated to ;..:hat e tent it ,,as 1)r ep&rcd to 11 share 

the resultant ilitary nd financial res::>onsibil" ties" .... nd until the Ha&;anah 

had been disar~ed, thus reducing Pales ine Jevry to utter poli ical help essness 

and >hysical defenselessness. Neither of these conditions ~ms made to the ComE1i t tee 

of In 1uiry at t he time of its appoint rnnt . The dise1rmament of t l-;e Ha..>anah as 

considered b the Committee and re jected. 

You 1ill also recc..ll t11c...t subse uently, on July 10th of l a s 

the 1lorrison-Grady Plan • • s evolved by a joint 1-mglo-.n,.1e icun Co1.11.ittee of so-

called exJerts. Tlis report was so violently 1n contrast o the findings of 

the Anglo-American Committee of In4uiry that it ~~as c~1"'rc:1.ct8:i.~ized by its c uirman, 

Judge Hutcheson, as "a complete sell-out", and it .. ;a s so repugn(.J.nt to t ' e 

traditional Aj,erican policy on Palestine that our Govern~ent rejected lt. The 

plan would have restricted Je~ish settlement to one out of four zones into which 

the country was to be divided -- to an area of about 1400 s 1uare niles -- about 

four percent of the original Palestine envisaged b,r he Balfour Declarati0n. 
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In this zone the Jewish people would be granted a limited autonomy but no full 

control of immigration. Great Britain would remain in complete charge of tre 

administration of ti1e country as a ;·,hole, of lau and security, foreign affairs, 

custom union and tax:ation. It ·would also be c:.,ra:nt ::-1J L
1
-:~ .:.reas of Jerus&lcm, 

. nd the 3 urround ing territories an a Rr. · .,:Lr. 

:·e,.1resents about forty-five percent of the area 01."' i>alestine , uould become a 

British reservation, ultimately to be added either to the J e\·Jish or the Arab 

province, ,ii th oil rights to be retained by Greet Bri tL.in in perpetuity . The 
the sum of hundred 

United uta\,es 1·1as to pay /three/million dolla.rs to thE~ neighboring 1irab sta ~es 

as a sort of bribe to 11ermit the Jews to estublish this little ghetto in 'Nhat 

was to have been in its entirety the J e~'lish Ne. t ion- 1 Ho. e . 

Though rejected b:/ the United 0ta tes, by J e· ·s as Pel 1. as b:r Arabs, 

Grec.1.t Britain has not Given up this plan. At 1e .informal talks rhich v;ere '1eld 

in London in January and Februa!"• of this rear l:i • Great .oritain ,iith re presentatives 

of the Jcnish A~ency, 1:'r . Bevin ~·.gain pusl c 

a revised and even less acce,Jtable form. 

forr·ard this Uorr ls on-Grady 1)lan in 

On October 4 of last year, the President or the United States asain 

appe~led to Prime ~inister Attlee fort . e imr ediate ad Llission of a substan ial 

number of Je\lish refugees into l'alestine. He stated th;,4 t in viev.r of the 

fact that hinter will come before the Conference (tbe London Conference) can be 

resumed, "I believe and urge that substantial inunir;.,ration into t'alestine cannot 

v1ai t a solution to the Palestine .i:)roblem an<i tha i sbould begin at once. 

Prep rations for this movement huve already been m· de by this government and it 

is ready to lend its . edi&te &ssist~nce .'1 This further appeal of the Pr~sident 

Has rejected. In fact it aroused the ire of Foreign • 'inister Jevin who attacked 

the President in the House of Comr.tons charging that the President's appeal had 

"s1)oiled" his Palestine negotiations and that it ·,as motivated by considerations 

of local elections in the United tates. President Truman rejected Bevin's charges 
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as "unfortunate and rJisleading." He maintained that "America's interest in 

Palestine is of long and continuing standing. It is a deop &nd abiding interest 

shared by our people without regard to political affili.2.tion. 11 

Gr at Britain having failed to impose , , . . .r.:i~ ·i:: 1 s formula for the 

.-~ r:·11.:.ti :--·n o"" 1-he Palestine roblem eit11er on Palcs" i .. ic ur 01 the United States, 

::c esol r2d o ref'er the matter to the United ations, and on r1.pril 2 of t t-iis ye·· r, 

it re"iuested that an extraordinary session of the .;.ssembly of the United r1-;i ions 

be called together to consider the problem and to make recor.imendations concerning 

the future government of Palestlne. This Sf)ecia.l Assembly was :1eld 1 as Jou 

lrJ10--1 , on April 25 - Jay 15 of thls year. Th8 details, I am sure, are fresh in 

your minds. As u r Gsult of the deliberations, a Conmittee of Eleven •:as appointed 

to investigate all 4uestions and issues relevant o the problem of PalentLne end 

to submit a report to the General Asser.1bl:,r no later than c 1:1ter:1ber l. 

Tvrn considerations pr3sent themselves in vier; of the nf~~· develo1Jrtents, 

regardless of \;hat the ,1roposals of this Com:ni t tee v. ill be. No one can foretell 

how lon6 the disc ssions at the Asse1:-,bly 1.•ill tcJre, nor 1ha t ·.1ill finally .1at>pen 

to its recommendations~ for it should be re:.1embered Urt .he Assembly has only 

the pm· er of reco .menda tion. Great Bri ain has &lready indicated that it '.1ill 

not be bound by its recommendations , that, as Sir Ale.rc:::;an stated: "The 

United Kingdon should not have the sole rcs)onsjbillty for enforcing~ solution 

which is not accepted y both 1mrties and ·,hich ·,e c&nnot reconcile v. i th our 
on 

conscience. 11 In the m anti:ne our refugees .,· 11 continue to linger/ in the DP 

campe in their homelessness and misery indefinitely, and judging by every report 

which has reac '.ed us, their morale is seriously underr:ined, and hopelessness and 

frustration are slowly con .ributing to their spiritual disintegration. 

A second consideration which resents itself is the decisive role 

which the United vtates \1111 play in this situation. It is very clear to every 

thoughtful observer that tl e Committee of In4uiry will wo rk in a vacuum and can 
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bring in no practical solutions unless it knows beforehand ihether the Gre t 

powers, and particularly the United dtates, v·,hich everyone reali ~es hold c• i.e } ey 

position, are prepared to acce.._Jt it. It is clear ·'·r. r1•!-. 'yffe dll be no ne ·, f'•cts 

Co(nmi t tee i;1hich were not o the forr:irr 1 nglo-

c,.:,d alrJo that no nC':1 formule.s for the future govern .ent of the country ot alrt· ...... dy 

discussed :in one or another of these reports is lLLely to be forthcor.ting. 

To save the Committee of lnc~uiry from the fa.te of s 1,ending itself in 

futile &bstr, ctions, and the a:,ser.ibly in 'ef)tember, from argulnz i.tself into a 

humiliating impasse, it is essenti:l that the Governmen of t10 United ~,tdte 

should give some direction and leadership not in or-~or to excr 1Jrcssurc or to 

bias the findings of tbc Committee, but to ass· st the Con.rr,ittee ,o hc:..ndle its 

problem realistically. 

6) I therefore recommend t ·1at the C ntral Conference of American Rab bin 

should a,?)eal to the Govern:nen of the United S ~ es to exert its8lf &nc r in 

behalf of an interim arrangement , hich ··,ould make it possihlc for a substc ntial 

number of these refugees to go to ralestinc t once L>Gndinb t~1c final reco, cnda

tions of the Assembly of the United ~atior,s . The Central. Conference of A1,1erican 

Rabbis should also a,)pcal to the Goverm.cnt of the Unl ed States o assmne 

leadership and to exercise tiu morcJ.l prcsti6o ,hich it possesses in the sou ion 

of this grave international i>roblem and in conformi y rlith tho traditionci.l 

Af.\erican policy oft rest· ted by the Congres'"' of t' c Uniti)d .:> ates as ';:ell as by 

the chief execu-' ives of t 1e Governm .. mt, takc-, ste1x., to insure th.:tt he basic 

rights of the Jewish people, historically gr ounded a.nd internal,ior ally au ranteed 

to it by the Palestine Mandate, shall not be violated in any ?Ormanent settlement 

which will be made of the Palestine issue. 

It • s less t · .an two years since the close of t:1e second world war and 

men are already talking apprehensively about the ~rospects of a third :orld war. 
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The air is charged with belligerency and, on the lighJst levels, leaders of 

countries Wllich recently were allies in a stru66le c:1.gainst a common enemy, are 

indulging in violent charges and recriminations, ,)rocl iming new intcrnc.. tional 

doctrines which have the smell of 6 un-powder about them and ·,7hich arouse saber

rattling all over the world. The fatal, relentless march towards chaos, so 

reminiscent of events after t · e first world war, seems to hc:..ve begun a8ain . The 

slogans and techni4ues arc all the same, the propago.nda is the same, the forces 

behind the desper ate r..aneuverc- &re the same . ,hut is not the sa1,.e is the u.tomic 

factor :1hich raises the destructive lJoten lctl of a Nar todar to levels of 

frightfulne3s a11d annihilation undrea I ed of by the last -;enoration. 

There was a ti.me vhen one powerful nation whose mater.ial ·nd mill ary 

resources exceeded tl ose of any other at· JD coul , ~· its own • uthori ty, 

maintuin international stc.bili ty for '"' cons· dera le J.)· riO<.i. Great Britain filled 

that role for nearly hundred years up to the first .1orld war . But er o3ition 

wa.s greatly ,!ea,tened as c- result of the war . Out o"' the v st poli jcil, social 

c;1nd economic unheavals r:hich f ollov ed, no s_;_ngl e 1>o J • r, not even the United 

Stutes, emerged strong nougl: to a ... s me this rolo. The era of world leaders~1lp 

by u slnf.,le 6reat i)01,1er ,as definitely at &n end . To fill t_1ls vc:-.cuwn w:iich is r: 

dange"'.'ous o an· intern~ tional stability, ho ·ever im.t.Jerf' ect, the.t'e ·,as iJU 

forward the idea of an association of nations, c.. vmrld confederation of st..,tes, 

which should assu,e the res;onsibility for L ~)eacefully functioning world 

cor:u-:iunity. Our own coun ,ry , in an overt)o ·,ering isolationist reaction, set is 

face against this solution, even though is Chief Exec tive was its foremost 

advocate. We could not ourselves maintain l)olitical e4uilibr·wn in the , orld. 

But we would not assume a hare of res~onsi ility in an intern&tional organization 

to maint&in it. We refused to join the League of Nations or the Perr,1anent 

Court of International Justice. As· result, through all the calamitous years 

between the t\'JO world v,ars, our government, though deeply concerned and ·levoted 
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to the cause of world peace, though it urged limitation of armament and 

actually convoked a 
w~ 

conference to effect it in 1921 1 ne WRIPe forced to witness 

the progressive deterioration of international relations, a heddlong armament 

rqce and the tragic descent along the road of Fascism and razism to the second 

world war. 

Our f&ilure to stand by the League of Nations proved one of the costliest 

mistakes of history. ,ie are in danger of repeating the saire mis take in the case 

of the United Natio~~. To be sure v,e did not refuse t'\ join the United 1ation3. 

On the contrary we were most helpful in bringing i into being and v:e have been 

a v1arm friend of it ever since. But our ent~1usiasm for it seems to be of a 

sentimental kind. Je have not r eally made any radical new orientation in our 

international thought and conduct which 1:10. bcrship in such a world organization 

makes mandatory. Hor has any other great pov:er. le are not proceodlng on the 

firm conviction that the United St tes, as tl:·e strongest po111cr in t,ie v1orld 

today, must refrain from unili.. .. teral action &nd 1ms thro'iJ its full weil::iht behind 

the United ations in order to build it up, to give it tha.t prestige :hich will 

promptl; enable it to fulfil the grave tasks assigned to it. The Uni ed Stutes 

is still 11ressing for its major poli ticc..l pclicies outside the fraI1ev;ork of 

the United N&tions. 
but 

The so-called Tru:nan doctrine .-:an an unpremeditated,/withal, a dnngerous 

assault upon t e statu"' a .. d author· "t."f of the Uni tee, ··a tion,.. . T wi1ole ohilosophy 

underlying the United ations is hat no single nation i)ossesses the right to 

&et itself up as the sole judge of Hhat is good for the world, an the scle 

defender of freedom or de, ocracy. It aims to substitute collective judgment 

and action for unilateral jud6ment and action, honever high-minded ... nd nobly 

motivated. o nation belonging to the United ~ations has the right to assume 

sole responsibility for the peace or the freedom of the ·.1orld. That is the 

exclusive function of the United Nations. Thus it is not for the United States to 
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define where the frontiers of democracy lie and to pledge Ar~erican resources to 

defend them. Not only is the United States actually unable to defend them --

we simply have not the resources for such a gigantic task, nor would our people 

sanction such global military undertakings, nor are they persuaded t r.at Greece, 

Turkey, Iran and Hungary are really outposts of democracy -- but it is contrary 

to the very spirit of the United N~tions t l1at America should charge itself v;ith 

such a responsibility. The thought underlyin6 the Clart er of the United X!ations 

is to unite t he strength of all nations, t o maintain international peace and 

security, "to take effective collective measures for the .9revention Li.nd removal 

of the tnreats to the peace. 11 It is the ) rero6ati .re of t : e General Assembly 

of the United Nations to discuss any l.1uestion relating to t r•e rnaintenance of 

intern~tional peace and security, and it is its t->rivilege to call t he c:.ttention 

of the Security Council to situations ·:1h ich are likely to endanger tl:em. The 

Security Council has conferred upon it by the United ~at ions t he primary 

res ponsibility for the maintenance of 1)eace a d security, and rJ efinite ._)ro

cedures are defined in the Gharter of the United Nutlons for t he settl -·mert of 

disputes and for action ·1hich may be t aken ·.-1ith r es,.Ject to t hr eats to t ·1c peace, 

breakers of the peace or acts of aggression. In order to enable the 8ecurity 

Council to implement its decisions it is agreed t hat all members of the United 

Nations shall raake available to it on its all ar cd forces, a c:- sistance and 

facilities, and t hat ae reeu1ents boverninb the numbers nd tyJ?eS of forces and 

all other military cons iderations shall bo negotiated as soon ~s possible. 

Definitely, the United t a tions Charter docs not envisage a \;orld divided 

into two blocs -- as the '1 rULan doctrine seews to envisai.,e it -- nor does it 

contemplate the en trusting of the defense of rmrld freedom and democracy to one 

single state, nor does it assign to dny single state the duty to determine when 

-and where t 1e peace of the world is being endangered. 
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Any act by the United \)tates ~~hich by-passes the United Nations under

mines the authority of this international organization. And such acts cumula tively 

will soon destroy it. The collapse of the United r-utions will be the signal 

for the third, the atomic world war. 

The assistance vhich was extenfi~d by our government to Greece and 

0 
Turkey was~ principally motivated by considerations of relief or concern 

with democracy. Turkey is a dictatorship and Greece is a puppet monarchical 

state, kept alive by British interests. ~·~e rushed into that part of the norld 

when the British were no longer able to meet their financial and militc:ry 

commitments there. To justify our h-.;adlong plunge into a.n area where rm had 

no vital interests, and into commitments whose limitations no one ·rms . r opared 

to define, vrn improvised a new doctrine, to wit, t hat it is the sacred duty and 

manifest destiny of America to confine com1.1unism and to save democra cy. Suddenly 

the American 1:1eople ;:;ere informed that the Eastern Mediterranean had become 

democracy's svJirnming pool and t hat our very survival de~ended upon it. ,1ihat 

had been a British life-line had in some mysterious rray become our life-line, 

and we were, from here on, to guard it with our millions and our man po·.iier. We 

have already dispatched military J;:issions to that area. To ~Jhat end? To 

contain communism? That v-1~s Hitler's program, you ~Jill recall, his s J. ogan and 

his battle cry. By means of it he established the bloodiest dictatorship of all 

time and finally plunged the '.'Wrld into the second ~:orld war. In this T"far, 

strangely enough, communist Russia was found to be fighting not against the 
' ~s ,~ 

democracies but \Ji th them. helped to save the democracies as well as its elf. 
f 

It w ... s only after victory that the iron curtain ·.?as discovered .... 

In a blind effort to organize the world against communist Russia -- a 

job which Mr• Churchill deftly turned over to the United .::ita tes, -- our government 

may coi.e to seek tie alliance and may in turn come to pour out its millions in 

support of reactionary and ant ·-democratic governments all over the ·:orld. It 
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has already made peace with the Fascist Peron regime in Argentina. It ~as forced 

to reverse its forner :)olicy at the behest of a policy of organizin0 a hor.iisph~ric

defense against the putative boviet menace. Some American lcader3 are now 

urging that Germany and Japan should be cast in the role of defenders of 

Jestern Civilization. There is talk of a separate peace ::ith those lu e enemies 

of ours,. thus repeating the tragic mistake 
'~ ~&4_. A~ 

loud cla11oring of com ulsory military 

v·h • ch r;e made 
0 ~ 

is a 
rr,r:a.,~._,. c...A ♦• ,.,._,_. 

America is in danger of becoming 

the last stronghold a.nd hope of all forus of ;>olitica.l and social r cac ion in 

the world, ~;hich is contrary to ti.1e genius of our democratic traditions c.nd 

to the ,vi shes of the American ,.>eople . 

He cannot destroy comr.mnism by mr. 1lar spreads communism. le cannot 
the 

contain it by buildin0 a Chinese \I 11 around it., to be m&nncd by/mercenaries of 

reaction financed by AI erican dollars. ~ e can help to ret,uild th e health and 

economy of the ·:iorld, and in so doing, strength- n all peo;Jlcs in tLa \.ays of 

freedom; for no people ~·Jillingly resorts to dictatorship . T e ne:1 .iarshall 

plan for the re-construction of Europe r.iay indicate a .rnlcome move a·.:ay from the 

ill-conceived Truman doctrine to a sound economic .:lnd tJOlitical r ealism . dr . 

Marshall announced that the role of the United States "should con"ist of frlendly_~ 

aid in the drafting of a European pr ogram and of later sup;ort of such Q program 

so far as it may be practical to do so . " 

"It is already evident that, before the United ~ta es governmcn can 

proceed much fur her in its efforts to allcvia~e the situation and help start 

the European aorld on its uay to r Gcovcry, there r1 ust be some agreement among 

e countries of Europe as to the requirements of the situdtion ~nd the p~rt 

those countries t l emselves will take in order to give ~roper ef~ect to whatever 

action mi;ht be undertaken by this government. It would be nei thE)r fitting nor 

efficacious for this government to unrlertake to drai-1 up unilaterally a ._)rogram 

designed to place Europe on its feet econonically. This is the business of the 

Europeans. The initL .. tive, I think, must come from E rope. 11 
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This is excellent doctrine. It vrill be as excellent in ?ractice if 

the plan will not again by-pass the United ratbns, and if the mc...chinery of 

their international organization will be fully used in its e:-:ecution. 

~;e must live in the sai e ~'lorld \"lith the t,oviet Union. It is possible 

r.'ith patience and good 1.:ill to work out a modus vivendi. It will t~ke inany 

years before all causes of friction are removed. Certainly the stronger the 

United Nations organization is )ermitted to become t'1e more likelihood will 

there be for satisfactory adjustments and tr1e smaller th 3 d.:nger of an irrevocable 

break 1ivhich ·,;ould destroy our \!orld . 

A call to fight communist ex.)ansion beyond the :>orders of the United 

States is also a call for a crusade c;,1.gainst communist activities \!ithin the 

borders of the United States. This inevitably leads to & Red :itch Eunt, such 

as ve ex.t1erienced in our country at the clo e of tr.e fi ..1.·st ·;orld • :ar . :iJ.1ericans 

will recall ·:;ith shame the persecution of rad'cals, socialists and ,.x ... cifists, 

the \'holesale raids and deportations, the mob attacks and riots, the unse.:tting 

of duly elected members of Congress and of State Legislatures -- and tbe Sacco

Vanzetti legal raurder. 

On February 28, 1)resident 'l'ru an \H'ote to ex-Governor Earle of .1. ennsylvania : 

"People are very much \Jrought up about the communist ' bubaboo' , b1,t I ac of th 

opinion that the country is 1)erfectly safe hS far as co, ruunism is concerned ·,;e 

have too many sane people. Our government is made for the ··elfare of th~ people , 

and I don I t believe there vlil cor.10 ti! e when any on~ • ·ill really ·.:·ant to 

overthrow it . " 

And yet, four ~,eeks later, President Trllf.'lan issued c:..n executive order 

that communists and communist SJ°IDiJathizcrs should be screened out of '-i eir jobs 

vJith the government because they constitute a threat to our government and to the 

democratic processes of our government. 
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History has taught us t'·1at ,,,hen a country gets launched on an anti- • 

Communist campaign it "iuickly passes over to an <- nti-liberal and ... nti-deu1ocra tic 

cat1paign and ends up in a violent anti-semi tic campv. ign. 

All this is not to suggest that the Sovie, Government is nithout blame, 

or tltat it has no res~onsibili ty for the tensions --ihich exist in t'1e orld tod ... y. 

Far from it. The fault is not all Hith the United States or with Great Brltain. 

In many v:ays the Soviet Union has failed to cooperate in the pacificc t ion of the 

world. Like so:1e other r::ajor po14 ·ers, it has used its r,ilitc..r: st_ength to bring 

a bout, through undemocratic pJ.--ocesses, in some of the countries of Eu.stern 

Europe, forms of government acceptable to it. It h&.fJ refus ed to cooperu C' i th 

some of tl e very import&n instrum"'nt..ili tieo ~-.hich vere set up b ,. the Uni jed 

Nations. It has been unreasonable in tha exercise of the veto po:·;er . 'Hhcthcr 

motivated b, considerations of security or ot er·.~·L.,e, it has no , oen free of 

ex?ansionism. 

But the answer lies not in dlviding the r. rld into t.·o battle c2 .. m.>s . 

The answer s ill remains a United rations organization strong enough to i:, i.>ose 
on 

its authority/all parties to a dispute. The enercy, the vust a 1JJropriations 

and t ... c nili tb. ·y might r:hich are no : bei r, invested in ._Jrepara ion for a ~ossible 

future ,-!ar should be poured into tl1e inui:odia te stren -~ t :~nning of the ··:or ld 

organization. 

The Vatican ~1r icli is certainly the traditional i eologic foe of co1:ununism 

has recently ,·mrned lie . orld i;.. _ _,ainst t t:e 1::icr ace "involved in t :1e grov·1ing tensions 

bet,·Jeen the United ~tcJ. tes and Russia, 11 and in t:1e un1.JriJ l od and unprincipled 

propa6anda uhich feeds it. It urged riussia e.nd the United S &tes to set aside 

their ideological differences and seek a political understandin 0 as a me&r.s to 

achieve peace. The editoria l in t1e Vatican newspaper correctly st&tcs that 

"the struggle betv,een the .,estern poi; ers ~nd Ru., sia is not for the trium.t1h of 

one of t, e ti·,o contrasting ideologies, democrac • and communism. It is for 

practical reasons." On material ~uestions there is c.1.lvrays the possibility of a 
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compromise "unless this possibility is precluded by a \·ill to wag,e ·rar at all 

costs." 

Capitalism, socialism and communism and t leir vririu ions and permutations 

are here to stay for a very lon6 time and they must learn to live together if 

human disaster is to be averted. There must be room in the One \iorld \Jhich r:1ust 

be built for all these politico-economic forr.:s L,nd for others ·.,hich •.;ill follo : 

them, but they must all find their place \/ithin t l e frame-rork of a pt,u.ceful 11orld 

order. False steps ··:hich are taken in the early days of a 1 .. orld r econstruction 

Jrocess such as we live in have & fatal affect on all subse~uent evelop□ents. 

It is not yet too late to avert disaster. 

7) The Central Conference of a ... 1erican &~bbis, speaking in the name of 

the oldest Sf)iritual reli )ion of mankind, and tl e first to ,.,roclc...im the doctrine 

of the One God and the One ,iorld, the first o call for an or~anized international 

community under the sovereig .ty of God's moral la·.m, and for dis ..... rmament dnd 

peace appeals to the mind nd conscience of all Jovernr.icnts and 4)eoJ.;les of the 

earth, to strengthen in every .vay the United l htions orga.niz"'tion, to aschm·; 

any act :; hich -.rould underrnine its autl ority, to avoid any no-; division of ankind 

into competitive and conflicting blocs of rival idco ogics , dil', in the larguuge 

of the Charter of the United i ations iihich echoes the .i.':lI:1ortal teachinzs of our 

Bible, "to further tolerar ce and 1 • ve togetl er in ">eace ·;·ith or.e &nother as 

good neighbors. 11 I recotunend hat our de p concern and our ~)rofound convictions 

should be rc1nsmittod to the Government of the llnited States as ·:rnll as to the 

Secretariat of the United ations. 

Before I conclude my mess .... ge I must ,t1erform the sad duty of recording 

the names of five members of our fellov1Shi1) • ho 1 assed a~•;ay uring th3 ast 
of Erie, Pa., 

year: Dr. Joset1h Blatt, of Oklahor1a City, Oklahoma; Dr. i1ax C Currick,/l·bo 

was President of the Central Conference of rtncrican Rabbis in 1937-39, Dr. Is~ac 

Landman, of Brooklyn, N .Y., \,ho as Preside t-elect of the Synagogue Council of 
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America; Rabbi Harry S. flargolis, of St . .Paul, tiiinnesota , who i1:as for many 

years Treasurer of the Conference; and Rabbi Aaron L. ·'/einstein , of Je1maica, Long 

Island. 

\iemorial tributes to Dr. Landnan o.nd Rabbi. i.'argolis a,?.)ear in the 1940 

Yearbook of our Conference. Ap)ropriate memoric...l t.ri~:iutcs to the life :.J.nd l· bor 

of Rabbis Blatt, Currick ~nd ••instoin will app~ar in the 1947 Yearbook. 

}e cherish the c.el!lory of these, our colleagues. Each in his o :n :my 

and within th~ sphere of his life's influence served f~,. i hfully hin God a.nd hi 

.LJeople and each 1:ill be remembered by grateful hcc.:rts c:1.nd unforgetting friends. 

As I conclude r:iy term of office as J'residant of the Gen tral Confcr~nce 

of Amerj_can Rabbis, I rish to ext>ress to you r.;y )rofound a ... )reciation for the 

high honor • 1hich you bes to .'ed upon 1 e and for the pri vilogG ·: ich ·;:as mine to 

serve you. I am conscious of he fa.ct that w a ot fully ade,1uate o all the 

responsibilities of the office, more especially e ause of t he exacting d 1:1<-,nds 

of time and energy 1."hich othcc· i .portant J~wish cause .... rr.ade upon me during these 

tviO years. But I tr1..,st thi:tt have not al toge her ft..i led you, ... nd I hope t:ic1t 

I wi J 1 have the opJortuni .,y in my future capacity as a r~nk-and-file r.ier.t er 

of the Conf erencc to corr!pensttte for my deficiencies in office. I pray tl a our 

Heavenly Fat er may bless thin fine fe J o,, ship tl· roughout all tr e on-cor,1in~ 

years. 

Res ectfully submitted, 

ABB HI LEL ,ILVER, President 




