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VERTISEMENT 

• 
1 ll 

Statement be_ BBA ULLEL.,_~1 __ L_V_ E_R~, Chairn1an of the American Zionist Emergency Council 

T'\\'O B1'iti.h er~cant ·ho had bec-n ki . 
napped hr the: Ir un and held a ho ·tatc 
'\o\erc hanged after three conde u~d 

I ·guni • ts had been hanged by the British a 11. 

thorities in Pale~ tine. These scr-<cants ,, ere in• 

ocent of an crime. The lrgun wa not ve. ,d 
by the Jewish community in Palestine ·ith ~,~, 
authorit; to jud c, entencc or execute mm. 
The condition att nding their execution ,, er 
particularly revolting. The Jewish -<enc and 
the Vaad Leumi joined in a trong condemna• 
tion "of the dastardly murder of these h ·o in ■ 

nocent 111cn." 

Taken in and by it cH, this tra,;ic occurrcn ·e 
,, ill e ·oke a natural 1·cpulsion "hich n,ay 
ob cure the full lamentable story of which thio:: 
i only a par . Just" c ,111<l foirnc-\ ', ho, ·c , , 
demand tl at " e keep the entire picture in 
proper focus. 

Upon lear 1in~ of tl c c, ccution o( s~t. . 'ir• 

tin, a member of his family in Co ·entry, 
England, told reporters. "We do blame ti'-c G v

ernment. ¼cy shfluld ha e ited. Si..reiy t'u:y 
know now how des crate he~c . :::oo c a!'e a:id 
they ::ould ha e waited until our lads •1 crc safe 
before cxccu~:ng tho .. terroris"'~. 11 

'Yh,·. indeed, <lid the riti~h Gm·crnmcnt not 
·wait? ;\"fy t ""'"'-: the fr'1nt;c r 1·, 1 to han<f tl c:c 
thr~c ln;uni<:t ? T 11c '. 1 • pccial Cc,111mit.cc 
on Pale tine. fore ccin!i ' ' ti e ;')O. <:i~lc u ,h ·or
ab]e rcpcrcus ions that execution ' f tl rec dca•h 
sentence pronounced b~· a military com·t in 
J eru alcm" ould ha e, ad rccomi eNle<l a 
delay. 

'hy did the British Government r ~{usc to 
heed the plea of thi impartial oc: reprei·c·1tinrl 
the nited rations and earnestly b~nt upon t'.lc 
findir1g of a olution for the torturous Pak"' inc 
problem? W y w re the: s tcndng <- tl1r 

men, the confirm tion f their -scntc,cc, ~ d 
their x!?cution i ed to cainci c •vit, t v: pc,.; d 
of the UN Co , ittcc's invcstigati n? lt wt 

surely clear to C\ cr~·onc that this \Vould pro ·c 
violence and blood hed. The • cciat .., cm"1r 
of the ·n·ted ration , an:--iouc. to aff ed its 
Committee of lnquirr ever: o oortunit~· tn 
, ·ork in an atmo ·phcrc of calm and order, h1d 
called 

"up n all Go\crnment and pco,Ic,. and 
particularly on the inha itant of Palestine, 
to refrain, pendin action hr the General 
A embly on the report of the pccb1 com, 
mittee on Pale tine. from the t11rcat or m, 
of force or ' ny oth r action , hich 111 i!fht 
create an atmo phcre prejudicial to an early 
settlement of the question of Palec;tinc.' 

" ·h: did not the Go crn111cnt of Pale~tiiic , 
the one ~ovcrnment mo~L dircct!y concern d, 
cooperate? 

For o er a . car now. s -called illcnal imllli• 
grant •fho arri ·cd off the h re of Pale tine 
were tran • hipped by the . iandator~ Go ·ern
ment to Cypru . This was a ittcr cnom~h dis
appointment to the helplc s refu~cc and o he 
Jew of Palestine. Thiry-two such oat-loids 
of refugee had thu been sent to C} prus. h.r 
was this policy uddenl_ • chan~cd during d1e 
meeting of the ·nited . 'ation Co1~1mittce in 
Palestine ? \ 'hr \\ ere the rcfu&cc on EXODL .. 

1947--4 500 men, women and children-forced 
to r turn to Europe? Thi ship was rammed 
on the high ea· by British de tro}er ·, e1 dan• 
~crin~ the li es of e eryonc on it. It a at• 
tacked and boarded on the high sea contrary 
to all jnternational la"''• The unarmed refugee 
,,·cr-c attacked with tear bombs, with lire hoses 
and bludgeon . Fifty , ·ere injured, three '\\ ere 
killed, one a former officer of the United State 

¥as all this calculated to insure calm and 
tran.quility in Pale~tine during the period of the 
inquiry of the UN Committee? Or was it a 
~tupid act bordering on pro ·ocation, on the part 
of a ;o crmncnt hich docs not seem to be in• 
tcrc tcd in attajning peace a 1d tranquility in 
Lh· t countr~ . 

The Briti ·h Colonial Scctetan· . ' rthur 
Creech-Jone·, e. pressed in the House of Com• 
mon • hi foeli11~ of "hon-or and re ul ion" at 
the laying of the two Briti h ergeants. But he 
could not find it in his heart to express sorrow 
for th:, ._1ayht~ of the three men aboard the 
E. ·oov~ an~ the wounding of fifty. These 
pcop]c, too, were innocent of any crime. They 
,vcrc on their way to the Jcwi ·h National Home, 
\, hither they had .c ·cry right to go. 11r. Creech .. 
.J 01 c: kno,v , perhaps better than most people, 
th t tl c r·cstriction on Jc, ·· h immigration into 
P alc~tinc arc without basi in international law. 
arc Briti ·h-madc, contrary to the ~ 1landate aud 
th· t they have been condemned by the League 
of rations, by 'Britain's foremost. statesmen, anJ. 
by hi· o" n Labor Party. In killing these inno
cent men of the EXODUS, his Government was 
a rluilty of murder as the lrgunists who killed 
the t o sergeant'. Both , ·ere carrying out will
fu]. la vlcs policies , hich the moral sense of 
mankind mu ·t condemn. 

Kno\ ·ing all this, . Ir. Crccch-J one · declared 
in tbc Hou~e of Common · that the h., o soldier· 

hom the lrgun e~ccutcd were ''discharging a 
<;er ice -in fulfiUmcnt of international obliga .. 
tiou ." Explaining t'\hy the passengers of the 
E. ·oo S 1947 \·ere forcibly returned to Eu. 
ro c, he also referred to the fact that Britain 
''must can-~· out her inten1ational obligations.'' 
\Yhat international obli2ations \lr. Creech .. 
Jone ·? \\'hat international body appro ·ed the 
Briti ·h \Yhitc Paper o{ 1939? What interna
tional body authorized the setting-up of a police 
shtl? in P lcstine to enforce that policy through 
wh~lcsale deportations, mass arrests, the screen
ing of entire populations, endles curfews, m r• 
ti;11 law, nd he imposition of death sentence 
by milita y court in peacetime for acts which 
w uld c; II for no such puni5hmcnt in any civ·t
izcd countr in the world today? 

Yithin the la t fe\\ da) , follo , ·ing the e~ceu
tion of the two oldiers, Briti h troops hot up 
the villa!!c of Parde Hanna. Ridin~ in armored 
car in Tel-. Yi ·, Briti h oldier fired upon a 
bu. fu]I of people, all of them innocent of any 
crime. Fi c ·were killed and fifteen "' ere 
wounded. Then followed a night of terror in 
Tel-. vi during which British troops and police 
fired hot and threw bomb into restaurant 
t1nd cafc , into crO\.\ ds emer ·ing from the the
atre; tore and hop ere r aided, ..,mashed 

and destroyed. . n armored car manned hv 
British police deliberately plun&ed into a J e\ •ish. 
funeral proce ion. Similar pogrom,; ·wer• 
perpetrated in other parts of Pale tine. 

The~c acts "'c ·e undoubted!: inespon ihJ~ 
act of reprisal, ju t as were the act of the 
Irguni t ', I the Briti h Government prcpar d 
to assume re ponsibiilty for these dastardly 
crimes, as they would wish the J cwi h com
munity to assume responsibility for the deed 
of the Ir0 unist ? \Yill ~Ir. Creech-Jone and 
the Briti h pres denounce them a, bitter 1: ~t 

they haYc denounced the sla) in~ of the l ·o 
British soldier , and \,ill they call for the arr ,c;t 

and puni ·hment of the murderer ? 

'\\' hat is the root of a11 thi C\ il and corrup• 
tion? Lawlessnes • breeds lawles ness. The la,,·. 
le sness of the unsanctioned British policy aimed 
at defeating the clear purpose of the . Iandat 
and the Balfour Declaration ha led to violence, 
re entmcnt, puni 0 hment, reprisal and counter. 
reprisal, to the creation of a Jewish undcrgound 
•10vement which Jewish authorities are unable 
to control, and to hooligani m on the part of 
British troop which the Pale tine Go crnuc-nt 
cem to be unable to control. 

'\Vhere, ·ill all this end? The ·iti'lh Go\.Ct't'\• 
ment is maintaining toda~· o ·er 100,000 troops i 
Palestine at a time when it is forced to consider 
withdrawing its troops from Germany, Italy 
and Greece because it is short of funds, because 
it is short of manpower to run its industry at 
home. These 100,000 troops, maintained at high 
cost, have not brnuffht peace to the Holy Land. 
They have brought war. The British Tavy is 
now waging war upon helple \'\'Omen and chit. 
dren. British forces are being used by . Ir. 
Be in to impo e a blind and blunderi 1-s policy 
upon Palestine '\\ hich he 1-..no , cannot he en~ 

forced. That policy must be quicl ·ly abandoned, 
before anarchy , cep O\ICr the Holy Land. 

The nitcd Nation · Committee i to ubmrt 
it report within four weeks. . 11 men of good
·wi1l hope that thi • report may pa, c the , ay t 
a just and sati ,factor y solution of the Pale tin . 
problem. The Briti h Government can make a 
rnajm· contribution to the pacificati on of Pale·• 
tine jf it wiIJ abandon the E. '-ODCS practice 
of forcibl} returning J e, ·ish refugees to Euror,e 
and j{ it ·ill refrain from imilar acts of 1wo,. 
ocation. 1 he lr!tun had oh, er cd an ''armis
tice" all through the period of the inquiry of the 

•. ' Committee until the Pale ·tine Go crnn cnt 
pronounced the cnlcncc of dea th upon it n en, 

entcncc ·which mi nht well ha\ c been delayed 
if reason and political jud-'ment had prevailed. 
The Haganah h not only maintained la, • and 
order but it fou~ht in e ·en way hort of pro, ok
ing ci\·il "' ar, to curb the acti itic oI the dis
sident J ewi h -<roup . It could not, and cannot, 
however, stand idly by in the face of acts such 
as the Government's piratic I attack upon th 
EXODUS and the intensified campaign against 
Jewish immigration. 

. fen of ·ood-,\ ill scekin for peace '" ill en• 
dea'\-Ol' to keep the total picture in mind, itt 
judging e\ ent and in a a) in t res onsibilitiP, . 



I 
~.,. •11.1111 ,,._ 
AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

Associated Organizations: 
Zionist Organiution of America • Hadassah • Mizrachi • Poale-Zion 

342 Madison Avenue • New York 17, N. Y. • MU 2-1160 

FOR RELEASE: SATURDAY, A0G J'ST 2nd 

DR. A3BA HILLEL SIJ J,T'ER ISS JES I tl?OP.TAl.T STATEMENT 

OF ZIOJIST !OLICY 

... - - -
New York, N. Y., Aug. 1 - Com.~enting on r ecrnt outbreaks of violence in 

Palestine , Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, chainnan of t he .t\.m.e rican Zioni vt :Ehergency 
Council which s r, eru,:s for all major z·onist parties in the Unitl'd States, today 
made the f a llowing ~eclarstion: 

"Two British ser ants who had been kidnap ed b.r the Irgun and held as 
hostages were hanged .after three condc""ined Irgi.mists had been hanged by the 
British authorities in Palostine. T .. ose sel"'gecm ts wore i nno cont of any crine. 
The Irgun was not ves-te(\ by the J ewish co ':'lunity in :.:a1esti1 e with any authority 
to judge , sente. ce or execu. e nen. T} e condi ti ns at tending their execution were 
particularly revel ting. The Jewish .Ar,c:icy and the Vari.d Le11r.1 i j oined in a strnng 
condennation 'of the dastardly r.1u.rc.cr of these t 1:ro L 1.ocent nen. 1 

"To.ken in nn.d by itself, this tragic occurrence will evoke a natural 
re~ulsion which may obscure the full lanontabl c story of which this is only 
a nart . Justice and fairness, however, der:iand that wo keep the entire picture 
in 1Jroper focus. 

11 Upon leo.rning of the exeet:.tion of Sgt. tilartin, a ,cr"'ber of Lis fonily in 
Cotrent ry, England, told reporters, 1 Wo do blnmo t!1e Govern.-:1ent. They should 
have waited. Surely they l:now how dosrerate thos 0 peo _le are and they could 
have wcitod until our lads were safe before ex cuting those terrorists. 1 

11 'lhy, indeed, did the Brit!sh Go.rcrr1. ent n c, t wai.tl at was the franti• 
rush to hang these three IrgunistsT ~he ill S~ecial Co!"!r1ittee on Palestine , 
foresoeing 1 the i:;ossi.ble unfavorable repercussions t :1nt executic!'l of hree 
death sentences _ rono meed by a ni.li tary court in J erusale1a I would have , had 
officially rcqu.Js ted a delay. 

It Why did the British Governnent efuse to heed the plea of this i.npartial 
body representing the United Tations nnd earnestl~ bent upon the finding of a 
solution for th e torturous Palestine ~"> robler:i ? Why were the s entencing of t he se 
r.ien , the confir:ia.tion of their s0ntcnce, :1n d t :1eir ex ecution tir1cd to coincide 
with the })Oriod of the Ul- Cor::.1it : ee's in estif'ation? It wa'"' S'.1rely clear to 
everyone that this would r10 "Oko violer .. ce and blocdshcd. T 1e Srccial .A3senbly 
of the United Nations, a ~~ious to aff()rd its c,..,mriitteo of Inquiry every oppo ~ 
tunity to work in an atmosphere of caln and order , had called 

( r. o re) 
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1upon all GovernI!\ent s and. eonles, arid particularly on the 
inhabitants of Palestine, to refrain, pending action by the 
General Assembly on he report of the special com~ittee on 
Palestine, fron the threat or use of force or any other 
action which r:iieht create an atmosphere prejudicial to an 
earl~r settlecent of the question of Palo tine.' 

"Why did not tho Governnent of Palestine, the one govemnent most directly 
concerned, cooperate? 

"For over a year now, so-called illegn.l im .igrants who arrived off the shore 
of Palestine were trans-shipped by the Mana.atorJ Govemnent to Cyprus. This was 
a bitter enough disappointnent to the helpless refugees and to the Jews of Pales
tine.. 32 such boat-loads of ref11gees had thus been sent to C)'pnia. ,fuy was this 
policy suddenly changed during the r:1eeting of the Uni tec1. 1 ati ans Cor.unittee in 
Falestin~T \'Jhy were the refugees on EXODUS :i.94? -- 4500 nen, wonen and children 
-- for4>.ed to return to Euror e? This ship ,·as :-ar! .ed 01 the high seas by British 
destroyers, endangering the lives of everyone on i to It was attacked and boarded 
on the high seas contrary to all international la"'• The unamed refugees were 
attacked with tear bombs, with fire-hoses and bludgeonso 50 were injured, t h ree 
were n.illed, one a forner officer of the United Stat.e s I.a.~·• 

"Was all this calculated to in:3,1.re calf.l and tranq_uilli ty in Palestine durine 
the period of the inquiry of the UP Con: 1i ttee? Or was it a stupid act bordering 
on provocation, on the part of a f::;overn!.1ent which does not ooen to be interested 
in attaining pe ace and tra"lquilli ty in th :t cotintry? 

"The British Colonial Secre~ar.r, Arthur Creech--~ones 1 exJ:;ressed in the 
House of Com,ons his feeling of 1horror and revulsi on I at the slayin of the 
two British sergeant sit But he could not find it in his heart to e.xpreos sorrow 
for the slaying of the three Men aboard the EXOD~ S and the wounding of 50. 
These people, too, were innocent of any cri . e. They wer& on "'their wa:r to the 
Jewish National Hone, hither they had every right to go. Mr. Jones knows, 
perhaps better than nest peo~le , that the restrictions on Je,ish inLd g rat ion 
into Palestine a.re with out basis i n internati onal la•, ar Bri tish--made, cont ralj~ 
to the Mand.ate, and that they have been condenned by the League of Uaticns , by 
Britain 1s foremost states .. en, and b~ his own Labor I-arty. In killing these 
innocent r.ien of the EXODUS, his Govein."'1ent was as i.lilty of nurdcr as the Ir[;Wl
ists who killed the two sergeants. Both were carrying out willful, lawless 
policies which the □oral sen so of I!la.l'lkind ust condenn,, 

"Knowing all thl s, ?!.r. Jor..es declared in the House of Co .. ons that the 
two soldiers who .. the Irgun exee,1ted were, t dischar5'"'.i.ng a service in fulfillrrlont 
of international obligations.' Explaining why the passengers of tho EXODUS 1947 
were forcibly returned to Euro~e. he also referred to the fact that Britain, 
'must carry out her international obligati ons. 1 fuat international obligations, 
Mr. Jones? What international body approved the British White Paper of 1939? 
What international boey authori£:ed the settin~up of a -police state in Palestine 
to enforce that policy through wholesale deportations, mass arrests, the screen
ing of entire populations, endless curfe\\'S, ~artial law. and the impositi on of 
death sentences by a ili tary court in :peacetime for acts which would call for no 
such :punishoent in any civilized country in the worJ.d todny? 

"Within the last few da.ys, following the execution of t!ie two soldiers, 
British trocps shot up the ville.ge of :Pard.ess Han~a. Riding in amored ears 
in Tel-Aviv, British soldiors fired upon a bus full of people, all of then 

(more) 
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innocent of any crime. Five were killed and 1 5 were wounded. Then follo .,ed a 
night of terror in Tel-Aviv, during which British troops and police fired shots 
and threw bombs into restaurnnts and eafes, into crowds emerging from the theatre; 
stores and shops were raided, s1:iashed and destroyed. An arno r ed car manned by 
British police deliberatel;r plunged into a Jewish funera.1. procession, causing 
death and injury. Similar pogrons were perpetrated in. other parts of Palestine. 

"These acts were undoubtedly irresponsible act s of reprisal, just aa were the 
acts of the I rguni st s. Is the :Sri ti sh Government prepared to assune responsibility 
for these dastardly crimes, as they would wish the Jewish community to assume 
responsibility for the deeds of the Irbunis t s? Will Mr. Creech-Jones and the 
:British press denounce them as bi ttorly as t h ey have denounced the slaying of the 
two :British soldiers, and will the:, call for tho a:i."reet and punishment of t he 
mw-derers? 

"What is the root of all thj_s evil and co "rup tion? Lawlessness breeds 
lawlessness. The lawlessness of the ur..sanc t ~.on n.d B1·i ti sh policy aimed at defeat
ing the clear purpose of the V.andate al d the J3a1f our Declaration has led to 
viol.ence, resentment, punishment, reprisal and comte1-reprisal, to the creation 
of a Jewish underground ~ovenent whicl1 Jewish authorities are unable to control, 
and to hooliganism on the part of :British troops which the Palestine Government 
SGems to be unable to control. 

Ml.ere will all this end? The British Govern:1ent is maintaining today over 
10 000 troops in falestine, at a time when it is J,orced to conside1" withdrawing 
its troops from Gernany, Italy and Gr Gl'.-? Ce because it is short of funds, becaus e 
it is short of manpower to run its industry 2.t ho:-:ie. These 100,000 troops, 
maintained at high cost, have not brour,h t peace to t h e Holy Land. 'lhey have 
brought war. The :British Navy is now wagi.ng wa pon helpless worien and children~ 
l3ri tish forces are being used by Mr. Bevin to i npos e a blind and blundering 
policy upon Palestine which he knows cannot be enforced. Thut policy must be 
quickly abandoned, before anarchy sweeps over the Hol,v Land. 

~The United Nations CoIID:1ittee is to submit its report within four weeks. 
All men of good will hope that this re_ ort . ay )ave the tray to a just and 
satisfactory solution of the Palestine problem. The :British Goveniment can 
make a major contrl bution to the pacification of ?al e stine if it will abandon 
the EXaDO'S practice of forcibly returning Jewish refugees to Europ e a11d if it 
will refrain from similar acts of provocati on. The Irgun had observed an 
1armistice 1 all through the period of t he inquiry of the UN Committee until the 
Palestine Government pronou..11ced the sentence of death upon its men, a sentence 
wh.i.ch night well h av e been delayed if reason and politic u. judgment had prevailed. 
The Ra.ganah has not only maintained law and ordor, but it fought in every wey 
short of provoking civil , ar, to curb the a ti i ties of the dissident Jewish 
groups. It could. not, and cannot, however, stand idly by in the face of acts 
such as the Government I s piratical attn.ck upon the EX0D S and the intensified 
campa1gn against Jewish immi g ration. 

"Men of ,good will seeking for peace will endeavor to keep the total pictur e 
in mind~ in judging events and in assaying responsibilities, 11 
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CAUSE AND EFFECT IN PALESTINE 

Events follow each other with rapid shifts and 
changes in Palestine today, passions run high, even 
right and wrong seem conj med to many of those 
follo11Jing developments from a distance. In the 
belief that it will help greatly to throw light 11pon 
this complex and obsc1,re sitttation, we are here 
reprinting a statement ismed on August 2 by Dr. 
Abba Hillel Silver, chairman of the American Zion
ist Emergency Cotmcil and of the American Section 
of the J eu·:sh Agency for Palestine. 

TWO British sergeants who had been kid
napped by the Irgun and held as hostages 
were hanged after three condemned Irgun

ists had been hanged by the British authorities in 
Palestine. These sergeants were innocent of any 
crime. The Irgun was not vested by the Jewish 
community in Palestine with any authority to 
judge, sentence or execute men. The conditions 
attending their execution were particularly revolt
ing. The Jewish Agency and the Vaad Leumi 
joined in a strong condemnation "of the dastardly 
murder of these two innocent men." 

Taken in and by itself, this tragic occurrence 
will evoke a natural repulsion which may obscure 
the full lamentable story of which this is only a 
part. Justice and fairness, however, demand that 
we keep the entire picture in proper focus. 

Upon learning of the execution of Sgt. Marcin, 
a member of his family in Coventry, England, told 
reporters, "We do blame the Government. They 
should have waited. Surely they know how des
perate these pople are and they could have waited 
until our lads were safe before executing those 
terrorists." 

American Zionist Emergency Council • 

Why, indeed, did the British Government not 
wait? What was the frantic rush to hang these 
three Irgunists? The UN Special Committee on 
Palestine, foreseeing "the possible unfavorable re
percussions that execution of three death sentences 
pronounced by a military court in Jerusalem" 
would have, had officially requested a delay. 

Why did the British Government refuse to heed 
the plea of this impartial body representing the 
United ations and earnestly bent upon the find
ing of a solution for the tortuous Palestine prob
lem? Why were the sentencing of these men. the 
confirmation of their sentence, and their execution 
timed to coincide with the period of the UN Com
mittee's investigation? It was surely clear to every
one that this would provoke violence and blood
shed. The Special Assembly of the United ations, 
anxious to afford its Committee of Inquiry every 
opportunity to work in an atmosphere of calm and 
order, had called 

upon all governments and peoples, and par
ticularly on the inhabitants of Palestine, to 
refrain, pending action by the General As
sembly on the report of the special com
mittee on Palestine, from the threat or use 
of force or any ocher action which might 
create an atmosphere prejudicial co an early 
settlement of the question of Palestine. 

Why did not the Government of Palestine, the 
one government most directly concerned, co
operate? 

For over a year now so-called illegal immigrants 
who arrived off the shore of Palestine were trans
shipped by the Mandatory Government to Cyprus. 

342 Madison Avenue, New York 17, N. Y. 



PA LEST IN E-----------------------66 

This was a bitter enough disappointment to the 
helpless refugees and to the Jews of Palestine. 
Thirty-two such boat-loads of refugees had thus 
been sent to Cyprus. Why was this poli y sud
denly changed during the meeting of the United 

ations Committee in Palestine? Why wer the 
refugees on Exod11s 1947-4,500 men, women and 
children-forced to return to Eurc,pe? This ship 
wa rammed on the high seas by British d troyers, 
endangering the lives of everyone on it. It was 
attacked and board d on the high seas contrary to 
all international law. The unarmed refugees were 
attacked with tear bombs with fire-hoses and 
bludgeons. Fifty were injur d three were killed, 
one a former officer of the United rates avy. 

Was all this calculated to insure calm and tran
quillity in Palestine during the period of the in
quiry of the U Committee? Or was it a stupid 
act bordering on provocation on the part of a 
government which does not eem to be interested 
in attaining p ace and tranquillity in that country? 

These Were Guiltless, Too 

The British Colonial ecrecary, Arthur Creech
Jones, expressed in the Hou e of Commons his 
feeling of "horror and revulsion" at the laying of 
the two British s rgeants. But he could not find 
it in his heart to express sorrow for the slaying of 
the three men aboard the Exodm 1947 and the 
wounding of fifty. These people too, were inno
cent of any crime. They wer on their way to the 
Jewish ational Home, whither they had every 
right to go. Mr. Jones kno, perhaps b teer than 
most people, that the restrictions on Jewish immi
gration into P lestine are without basis in inter
national law, are Briti h-made contrary to the 
Mandate, and that they have been condemned by 
the League of ations by Britain's for most state -
men and by his o n Labor Party. In killing the e 
innocent men of the Exod11s 1947, his Govern
m nt was as guilty of murder as the Irguuists ho 
killed the two sergeant . Both were carrying out 
wilful lawless policies -which the moral sense of 
mankind must condemn. 

Knowing all this Mr. Jones declared in the 
House of Commons that the two soldiers whom 
the Irgun executed were "di charging a ervice in 
fulfillment of international obligations." Explain
ing why the pas engers of the Exodm 1947 were 

forcibly returned to Europe, he also referred to the 
fact that Britain, "must carry out her international 
obligations." What international obligations, Mr. 
Jones? What international body approved the 
Briti h White Paper of 1939? What international 
body authorized the setting-up of a police state 
in Palestine to enforce that policy through whole
sale deportations, mass arrests, the screening of 
entire populations, endless curfews, martial law, 
and the imposition of death sentences by a military 
court in peacetime for acts which would call for 
no such punishment in any civilized country in the 
world today? 

Within the last few days, following the execu
tion of the two soldiers, British troops shot up the 
village of Pardess Hanna. Riding in armored cars 
in Tel Aviv British soldiers fired upon a bus full 
of people, all of them innocent of any crime. Five 
were killed and fifteen were wounded. Then fol
lowed a night of terror in Tel Aviv during which 
British troops and police fired shots and threw 
bombs into restaurants and cafes, into crowds 
emerging from the theatre; stores and shops were 
raided, sma hed and destroyed. An armored car 
manned by British police deliberately plunged into 
a Jewi h funeral procession, causing death and 
injury. Similar pogroms were perpetrated in other 
parts of Palestine. 

These acts were undoubtedly irresponsible acts 
of reprisal, just as were the acts of the Irgunists. 
Is the British Government prepared to assume re
sponsibility for these da tardly crimes as they 
would , ish the J wish community to assume re
sponsibility for the deeds of the Irgunists? Will 
Mr. reech-Jones and the British press denounce 
them as bitterly as they have denounced the slay
ing of the two British soldiers, and will they call 
for the arre t and punishment of the murderers? 

What the British Gover11-ment Can Do 
to Break the Vicious Circle 

What i the root of all this evil and corruption? 
Lawles n ss breeds lawlessness. The lawlessne s 
of the un anctioned British policy aimed at defeat
ing the clear purpose of the Mandate and the Bal
four Declaration has led to violence, resentment 
punishment reprisal and counter-reprisal, to the 
creation of a Jewish underground movement which 
Jewi h authorities are unable to control, and to 

hooliganism on the part of British troops which 
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the Pale tine Government eems to be unable to 

control. 

Wher will all this end! The British Go ern
ment i maintaining today over I 00,000 troop in 
Palestine, at a time when it i forced to con ider 
withdrawing its troops from Germany, Italy and 
Greece because it is short of funds because it i 
short of manpow r co run its industry at home. 
These I 00 000 troops, maintained at high co t , 

have not brought p ace to the Holy Land. Th y 
have brought war. The British avy is now waging 
war upon helpless women and children. Brici h 
forces are being used by Mr. Bevin to impose a 
blind and blundering policy upon Pale tine which 
he knows cannot be enforced. That policy mu t 
be quickly abandoned, before anarchy sweep over 
the Holy Land. 

The United I ations Committee is to submit its 
report within four weeks. All men of good will 
hope that this report may pave the wa to a ju t 

and satisfactory solution of the Pale tine problem. 
The British Go ernment can make a major contri
bution to the pacification of Palestine if it will 
abandon the Exodus 19-1 7 practice f forcibly 
returning Jewi h refugees to Europe and if it will 
refrain from similar acts of provocation. The Irgun 
had observed an "atmi rice" all through th period 
of the inquiry of the ommittee until the Pal
estine Go ernm nt pronounced the ntence of 
death upon its men, a sentence which might w 11 
have been delayed if reason and political judgment 
had prevailed. The Haganah had not only main
tained law and order, but it fought in every way 
short of provoking ci il war, to curb the activitie 
of th dis ident J wi h group . It could not, and 
cannot, howe er stand idly by in the face of acts 
such as the Government' piratical arrack upon the 
Exodm 19 7 and the inten ified campaign gainsc 
Jewish immigration. 

M n of ood will eking for peace will en
d avor to k ep the total picture in mind, in judg
ing event and in assaying responsibilicie . 

WHAT KEPT THEM THERE? 

In the statement issued by the British overn
ment announcing its deci ion to return the 
Exod11s r fugees to D.P. pri on camps in G r
many, the ruler of Britain ascribed the decermina-

tion of the 4,500 Jew to go only to Pale cine and 
their refu al to di embark in France to "persistent 
Zioni t threat and propaganda." 

ne ea ily under rand why the Briti h l ok hard 
for excu e and explanation which may mitigac 
their g uilt in the eye of public opinion. Accord
ingly. they cry to hift the re ponsibility for the 
Exodus tr.lgedy c the French Government, to 
Zioni t propaganda. ro anyone but chem Iv . 

I Zioni t propaganda that omnipotent? Are 
Zionist propagandi c , who, by the way, , ere never 
allowed near or on board the thr e Briti h hip 
in Port de Bouc, p werful a to be able to force 
a multicu<le of everal thou and badly uffering 
men, women and children ro ace counter to their 
own will~ 

One ha only co read any of the man fir t-hand 
report of the con<lici n pre ailing on the three 
Brici h tran ports to realize how utterly ridiculou 
an<l h •po riti al rhi Briti h effort at hifting re
c:;pon ibilicy i . Herc i one report, not from a 
Jewi. h ource, but from a French doctor who 
bo rde<l th • tran port , and lacer d cribed what 
he a\: : 

EvL'n he ickbay i in a frightful care. It i 
filthy~ equipment and medicament and e en 
a cable on which co perform an operation are 
Jacking. The O in the ickbay reprc enc a 
minute pr porti n f tho e in need of m dical 
arcencion . . . there are many cases of prema
ture birth . girl uffering from appendicitis 
refu ed co land and demanded that he be 
operated on b ard hip, but in view of the 
gra icy of her con<lition, I decided co have her 
landed again c her wi hes . . . while I was 
ab ard a child vomited in my pre ence after 
eatino- a bi cuic, and I aw bi cuit morsels and 
worm in ic vomit. The c are not pa enger 
ship . They are hell-pri on hip . I did not 
think the Briti h would carr cattle under such 
condition . 

If, after o many week on chi modern Via 
Dolnrostt, these men and women steadfastly re
fu ed di embarkmenc in France or anywhere on 
earth but in Pale tine "Zionist propaganda" was 
hardly re pon ible. What wa rcspon ible was 
their own determination and their o n certainty 
chat only in the Jewi h homeland can they find 
rest, recovery from their wounds, self-re peer and 
new hope. 
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BURNING THE BIBLE, A.O. 1947 
On a British ship, British soldiers and sailors 

burned the Bible .... 
Could one have believed that Englishmen lovers 

of Scripture for so many centuries would sink to 
this-that recent history would repeat it elf so sick
eningly? All Hebrew and Yiddish books sent as 
gifts to the refugees of the Exodm were automat
ically burned-they might be pernicious "Zionist 
propaganda." Since the soldiers in charge could 
not read Hebrew, they could not, they explained, 
distinguish between the Bible and anything else in 
Hebrew characters. or was that important enough 
to bother about, obviously. 

There have been other signs of the victory won 
by the defeated Hitler over the spirit and morals of 
the English people. The little pogroms which 
spread like wildfire over a good portion of the Brit
ish Isles some weeks ago, some of Mr. Bevin's 
memorable utterances-all these are sadly remi
niscent of the growth of anti-Semiti min Germany. 

ow the ominous stage has been reached when 
Englishmen condemn the Holy Book to allto da fe. 

IN THE SAME SPIRIT 
" o amount of murders of British soldiers and 

policemen can presumably excuse senior officers 
( whether they mean it or not) monotonously re
peating, as I often heard them do: 'W e ought to 
have given Hitler another couple of years and 
let him finish the job'." 

The above is a quotation from an article Fare
well to Palestine," by Maurice Richardson, Pales
tine correspondent of the London Observer, which 
appeared in that paper on July 13, 1947. It is 
a revelation by one who is clearly no Z ionist parti
san, of the azi spirit prevailing among the respon
sible ranks of the British military in Palestine. 

These British azis could find consolation in 
the fact that apparently Hitler is not needed to 
"finish the job" on the Jewish people. Mr. Bevin 
and his associates have proved themselves worthy 
successors. They are "finishing the job" for Hitler 
in the streets of Tel Aviv and Jerusalem, on the 
roads of Judea, on the scaffold of Acre, in the 
harbor of Haifa and on the blue waters of the 
Medit rranean. 

LAND AND WATER : the facts about Palestine 
By Eliezer Kaplan 

Eliezer Kaplan, treasttrer of the ] ewish AgenCJ' 
for Palestine, set forth the economic aspects of the 
Palestine q11estion before the members of the U 
Committee. The major part of his testirnony is here 
reprinted. 

GE.r TLEME , with a clear conscience I say: 
the truth is that this little country contains 
sufficient land and water to feed not only its 

pr sent population but twice and thrice this num
ber. I say it upon the strength of our colonizing 
experience during three generations and on the 
basis of the scientific research which we have con
ducted during the past thirty-five years. 

The White Paper divided Palestine into three 
zones: paradoxically, the free zone, consisting of 
about 5 per cent of the total area of Palestine, 
embraces the most congested areas. TI1e restricted 

zones ( constituting 32 per cent of the total area), 
and the prohibited zone ( constitutin o 63 per cent) 
are the zones which comprise land to a large de
gree uncultivated and described by the Govern
ment as "uncultivablc." It may be of interest to 
add that the agricultural standard of living in the 
so-called congested free zone is the highest in Pal
estine. The Government of Palestine has restricted 
or prohibited land transfer and development pre
cisely in those parts of the country in which least 
development has taken place. The backward are 
to remain backward. 

The total area of Western Palestine is about 
26,400,000 dunams * counting a thou and square 
meters to the dunam. About a third of this area 

• A dunam is equivalent in area to about one-fourth of an 
acre. 
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is uninhabited desert and largely unexplored. Of 
the remaining 17,000,000 dunams about 9,000,000 
ar cultivated, though some of it not permanently, 
and about 8,000,000 are uncultivated and given 
up by the Government as uncultivable. We have 
hown by experience and reasonable analogy chat 

millions of the so-called uncultivable dunams can 
be cultivated and can provide a livelihood for tens 
of thousands of families in agriculture. 

Mr. Chairman and gentlemen, you have isired 
the egev. In accordance with Government figure 
there are in that area about 1,600 000 dunams of 
cultivable land of which only one-half is cultivated.• 
You have seen the primitive form of cultivation 
which now prevails, and you have seen the be
ginnings of our fforts to convert this semi-desert 
into a highly cultivated area. We are pursuing the 
method of trial and error. After observing the 
experience of three experimental settlements over 
a period of three years, we established thirt en 
additional settlements during the past ten month . 
I should rather say the nuclei of additional settle
ments. We have tried to study the climatic condi
tions, the proper form of cultivation; we ha e 
tried to bring water to these places. You have 
seen the dam and the reservoir at Revivim. It 
was quite costly, as is each new experiment, but
from the point of view of the development work 
that will be carried out there in the future-the 
cost is amply justified. 

In the neighborhood of Beersheba, on a plateau 
300 meters above sea level, we are trying a differ
ent system of water supply-that of underground 
storage. By building a number of lower dams, 
we are trying to stop the fast-flow of flood water 
and to recharge th<' underground ba in. Experi
ments have shown that by this method an accumu
lation of mmion of cubic meters of water is possible. 
We are trying a third method of bringing water 
from a di ranee, and you have seen the work done 
at ir Am an<l our water pipeline that may soon 
cover a distance of 164 kilometers. The cost of the 
water through the pipeline will be in its first stage, 
about 16 mil p r cubic meter. But again we are 
still in the stage of experimentation. Higher than 
average water costs are justified in this arid zone. 
Water will bring ble sing not only to the Jewi h 
ettlements but to the ,. hole area. We are al-

Jewish Agency expew e ti mate that some ei,~hr to twelve 
million dunam in the _' ..:ev re cultivable. 

ready upplying water to our Arab neighbors. 
During your visits you have no doubt had an 

opportunity to ee our reclamation work in other 
part of the country. You saw that we have suc
ceeded in converting large areas of o-called bad 
land into som of the mo t productive parts of 
the country. May I mention that of the one mil
lion dunam of land acquired by J ws during the 
last twenty-five years, more than half was thought 
to be uncultivable and unh althy " a te land. We 
believe that not only in the egev but al o in 
northern Palestine still gr ater pos ibilitic: are be
fore us. 1ore than ha! f of northern Palestine
about eight million dunam --con ists of hill coun
try, of which only about two million <lunams, ac
cording to Government tati tics are cultivated. 
Thi very low ratio of cultivation i the re ult of 
centuric of neglect. By deforestation over-grazing 
and improper cultivation, large areas have been 
reduced to rocks and boulder . The oil itself i 
of the highc t fertility. Many of the e areas can 
be revived, and I rate chi on the strength of the 
achi v ment both of our settlements in the hills 
and f many Arab farm . All this area is now part 
of the prohibited zone. We firmly believe that 
the Whit Paper of 1939. with it land prohibi
tion and restriction , is not only a blow to the 
Jews but continues to be a major handicap to the 
proper development of the country a a whole. o 
much for the legend of the scarcity of land. 

Q F E E greater importance than the size of 
cultivated area is the question of better, more 

ec nomic, and more intensive use of the land. In 
my statement before the Anglo-American ommit
tee, I d, elt at ome length upon farming methods. 
I cold the story of the reduction of the land area 
in our settlements from as much a 300 dunams 
per family three generations ago to twenty-five 
dunams of irrigated land in our inc n ified farms 
oft day. Experience has shown that on the average, 
in northern Palestine, one dunam of irrigated land 
is worth, from the agricultural point of view, five 
dunams of unirrigated land. The land area that 
we now accept as the unit of our settlement ac
tivities is as follows: In the plains, ten to twelve 
dunams of irrigated land for citriculture or for 
market gardening in the neighborhood of town ; 
25 dunams of irrigated land for mixed farming; 
100 dunams of unirrigated land for mixed farming. 
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In the hills, a family unit should comprise 50 
dunams of which 30 should be of superior quality 
reclaimed and ameliorated for fruit growing, green 
fodder and vegetables, and 20 dunam of inferior 
quality for carob plantation and controlled grazing. 

Our experience in agricultural improvement is 
the basis of our belief chat it is the character of 
land use which is of primary importance to both 
Jews and Arabs. Our Arab neighbors have im
proved and intensified their land use greatly during 
the past fifteen years of rapid Jewish growth. This 
improvement has taken place often as a direct 
consequence of resources made available by Jewish 
land purchases. Other stimuli have been Jewi h 
urban markets, the example of Jewish farm meth
ods, and the aids made available through Jewish
paid taxes. It i a most notable fact that in Trans
jordan, under the same mandatory rule, but from 
which Jewish immigration was excluded by the 
partition of 1922, the Arab farmer shows no cor
re ponding progress despite the availability of large 
land reserves. 

In accordance with official figures, the average 
income of the Arab farmer increa cd from the year 
1931 to 1939 by approximately 30 per cent ( <lis
re 0 arding the gain in citrus . By 1945 a ain 
utilizing only official figures, and disregarding lt'ar
time price adt•antages. the income of the average 
Arab farm family was approximately 50 per cent 
higher than in 1931. Thi gain reflects great 
progress in land u e and in farm managem nt. 
The Arab fellah has diversified hi farm and has 
greatly increased his production of v getable , 
olives fruits eggs and fodder. The Arab agricul
tural economy also profited to a very important 
extent from a favorable wartime price development. 
Because of thi price differential in his favor
alon ° with his increased productivity-the Arab 
fellah was able to rai e his standard of living not
ably and at the same time to pay off the greatest 
pare of hi debt . 

There has been, in the past ei ht years an even 
rearer development in Je-.; ish agriculture. The 

increase of the output of J ewi h agriculture ( apart 
from citrus) during the war, in on rant prices, 
was about 110 per cent. This increa e ha con
tinued in the two year after the war; output i 
now about 140 per cent higher than the output 
of 1939. This increase in Jewi h agriculture was 
caused by further intensification by a substantial 

rncrea in the irrigated area, and by establishment 
of new settlement . ince the beginning of the 
war, we have established ninety-four new settle
ments; this includes thirty-six nuclei of new settle
ments established during the past fifteen months. 

B UT it is now two years after the w~r, and both 
Jewish and Arab farmers face a difficult prob

lem of readjustment and adaptation to world mar
kets. Jewish agricultural economy i based mainly 
on the production of protective foods. Th1: price 
of its product have ris n since the beginning of 
the war by about 360 per cent. During the past 
year there was a limited decrea in the price of 
Jewish farm products but I regret to say that there 
was at the same time some increase in the co t of 
production. Jewish agriculture, which produce 
about 75 per cent to O per cent for the market, 
depends to a high degree on imported fodder. The 
cost of fodder has increased substantially even dur
ing the la t year. We are compelled-as a re ulr 
of Governm nt policy-to buy our fodder main!) 
in fiddle Eastern countrie , where prices are ex
tremely high. We pay about six times the pre
war pri e for grain. Jewish farmin° has to fact.:: 
the difficult situation of a high cost of labor re
sulting both from the high cost of living and from 
th s arcity of labor. An increase in immigration 
will make labor more readily available. Then, with 
a izeable increa e in the importation of cheaper 
fodder we will be able, though not without a diffi
cult transition period, to adapt ourselves to pre
vailing world pric s as we did before the war. 

But the question of agricultural reconversion will 
be no le s difficult for the Arabs. The prices of 
Arab products have increased since the war even 
more than those of the Jews in fact by 460 per 
cent. The Arab farm is based to a much greater 
extent than Jewish farming on the production of 
grain, and when the present sellers' market is over 
Arab grain gro er too will have to adapt them
sel es to world market prices. Before the war 
Arab cereal villagers were gen rally unable co 
cover their expenses out of their farm income and 
were compell d either to incur debts or to seek 
additional sources of income through hiring them-
elves out for labor. In our view the only way 

for these Arab farmers to avoid a postwar relapse 
into their former indebted and impoverished con
dition is by the improvement of farming methods 
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and additional irrigation-with corre ponding ex
pansion of urban market . 

The Government of Palestine ere th great 
ob tacles in the way of rapid development. Cer
tainly they exist, but the chief one among them 
are the present system of tenure of land, the lack 
of education and training, and finally the lack of 
capital. These obstacles call for a bold develop
ment cheme. The meth~ds of land tenure and 
the extreme fragmentation of holding call ur
gently for a throughgoing land reform; lack of 
capital can be made good by additional Je:: ... i h 
immigration and new farm credit facilirie ; market
ing po sibiliries can be provided by a ri e in the 
standard of living and by additional Jc\: ish immi
gration. Irrigation water can be provided jn 
exchange for land. There mu t be Government 
intervention, guidance and planning· without Gov
ernment authority and initiative, it is hardly po -
sible to carry out large development scheme . Bue 
I regret to say that our experienc under the pre cm 
regime has been a di appointing on . The Gov
ernment of Palestine has lacked imagination, de
termination and interc t in economic d elopmcnt. 
The aim of the Mandatory Government' interven
tion in economic affairs has b n "kccpin) the 
balance"-and the sufferers have b en Jew and 
Arabs alike. 

Only this week w were confronted wirh rhe 
publication of a draft law called "Irrigation ~ ater 
Bill, 1947 ." W c were amazed by the overnmenc 
deci ion to introduce uch radical lcgi lacion put
ting all underground water und r strict Govern
ment bureaucratic control without recourse to the 
courts, at a time when the whole question of Pal
e cine i mb jmlice. The general tendency of chi 
law, a of most other laws enacted since 1939 is 
restrictive and not creative. What Pale tine need 
is a Governmental authority which is determined 
to execute large development cheme . Thi i the 
primary economic requirement both of the Jewish 
and Arab population nO'I re ident in the country 
and of the many hundreds of thou and of Jew 
who need co come here. 

J TUR now to the second of the stultifying 
legends woven about this country-that of the 

carcity of water in Palestine. 
About forty years ago, in 190 , the Zionist or

ganization started its colonizing work in this coun-

try. There wa then nor .. 1 ingle modern well in 
Pale tine. About fifteen ye, r lacer, the total irri~ 
gated area in Pale tine was about . 0,000 to 40,000 
dunam . row th area under irrigation coral 450,-
000 dunam , which mean chat in the l. c cwenty
five year the ar a ha increa c<l mor than tenfold. 
But we .1r confident that ic i po ible to incrca. e 
rhe irrigated area further to an ,1mount totaling 
at ka t eight rime a much a i now irrigated. 
Jn thi dire ti n, lie the future f Pale tine's agri
culture. ~· c are only ac the beginning. The di -
covery of , ater is, in our view, rhe greace t dis
covery ever made in Pale cine. I would like to 
say that in the la c fifteen month we have had 
quire a number of further triking ucce. cs in 
finding warer in different pares of the country. 

I di cu ed che que tion of irrigation ac length 
in my tatemcnr before rhe Anglo-Am ·rican om
mitte<., and on that 0cca ion explained the work 
of our , acer comp.inic and the chemes pr par d 
by local and American ex1 ere , c pecially the over
all irrigation heme prc.:parcd by Ic.: r . Hays and 
a age. In a re.lance with fr. Hay ' report, an 

addicional area of about 21 2 million dunarn , be
yond hat i now irrigated, can be irrigated by 
utilizin .. T th water s urce of this ountry. HL 
cnvi. age even further development by way of co~ 
operation " ith the ncighborin countric . 

A regard the co c of water I would l ikc to 
ere again that what i dcci. i e i not the ab olute 

price f the 'I ac r, but th · relation of the co t of 
water to the value of crops produced. Our Agri~ 
cultural Re earch In cicute has made a detailed 
cudy of the ratio of the co t of water co the value 

of differ nc crop in the different parts of thl 
ountry, and they came co the:: encouraging con

clusion that a price up co 2 1 i mil per cubic meter 
i an economic one a r ·gnrd mo t of the product 
of an intcn ificd farm unit, even a urning the low 
prewar lev l of agricultural price . Mr. Hays b -
lieve that the price of water in Pale tine v ill b 
le than two mil . He emphasizes that the water 
will co t l here than in alifornia. We know 
that it will b le than the co t in many place 
in Pale tine before th war. 

I do not underestimate the ma nicude of th 
financial problem of the years before u but the 

The two di tin.~ui heel American engineers a ociateJ 
with che dra,•:in. -up of detailed plan for the Lowdermilk 
J A project 
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upbuilding of Pale tine should not be discussed 

merely as an economic and financial problem. It 
is a great human problem for all peoples of the 

world; for us it is a question of the revival and 
survival of the Jewish people, and who is able to 

appraise the cost of the survival of a people? 
fr. Ch~irman and gentlemen: The economic 

·vidence of the Jewish Agency has tried to show 

you the Jewish achievements in Palestine and the 

possibilities latent in this country. This is a small 

country, but at a time when the whole world be

came too small for those Jews fleeing from azi 
persecution Palestine alone was large enough to 

provide them with a haven and a home. Palestine is 

our home, our only home. The Jews need Pales
tine, and Palestine needs the Jews. 

SPIRITUAL WICKEDNESS : the story of the EXODUS 1947 

By John Stanley Grauel 

When the " Exodus 1947," a one-funneled former 
Chesapeake Bay ferry-boat, left France on J~ly 11 
with 4,500 Jewish refugees bound for Palestine, a 
member of the American Christian Palestine Com
mittee was on board as a member of the crew. 
John Stanley Grauel, a young journalist and lecturer 

Ephesians 6:12-For we wrestle not against flesh 
and blood, bttt against principalities, against powers, 
,,gaimt the rulers of d irkness in this 1l'orld. against 
spiritual wickedness in high places. 

THE E \J ord are being written with a deep 
sense of sorrow and of shame. The sorrow 
stems from the horror of seeing one's friend 

murdered in a mo c savage manner by chose who 
claim a tradition of justice. truth and Christian 

virtue. The shame rems from eeing my brethren 
and one time fellow workers in the Christian min

i try, in large pare, refusing to recognize one of 
the greatest tragedies of our time; failing to sound 
calls of righteous indignation because of the failure 
of the world's statesmen to make compen ation 

to the Jewish people who suffered so much. It i 

deeply disheartening to observe the religious who 
consider the Kingdom of God i to be fulfilled 

in a campaign again t the "little" sins even as 
the "greater" sins destroy the very foundations of 
civilization. 

The time has come to recognize that neither our 
nation nor Great Britain is to be absolved from 

re ponsibility for the political situation of Pale tine. 
The fact that Great Britain was a symbol of cour-

and former clergyman, witnessed the British attack 
on the boat in international waters and upon his 
arr:val in Palestine testified as to what he had seen 
before the members of the UN Committee. This 
description of his experience appeared originally 
in The Churchman" for September 1. 

age .. c nacicy through the years of the war is 
no e -cue for blinding ourselves to one of the 

most damnable displays of political treachery in 

the hi tory of our modern world. 
For three recent months and for eight terrible 

days I have witnessed the unfolding of a truly 
tragic drama. I have seen the product of spirit11al 

wickedness in hi,,h places. 

I was a member of the crew of the Jewish 
Ha ~an.ih hip Exodus 1947. I went on the jour

ney b cause I wanted to observe for myself the 

Jewi h prob! m from that particular angle. Most 
of all, however, I wanted to help. We had 

brought the ship from America and one bright 

and unny morning we loaded a precious carO'o 
of 4,500 human beings in a French port and turned 

our bow in the direction of Eretz Yisrael-the land 

of Israel. These people were refugees from the 
flaming hell of Hitler's Europe. On their arms 

were the tattooed numbers of concentration camp • 

On their face were the imprints of years of fear 

and uffering. In their hearts was the spirit of 
people who after long years of absence are going 
home. 

On the morning of July 18, the vessel was 
r.tmmed .rnJ attacked on the high seas by a 
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flotilla of five de troyers and a crui er of the Brit

ish Royal avy. It was an action brutal enough 

to do credit to the azis. It is a matter of record. 

The action was the result of orders from British 

leaders in "high places." Th Exodus 1947 was 

to be prevented from arriving in Palestine in time 

for the United ations Palestine Commission 

meeting. Failure came when the "illegal" Haganah 

radio in Palestine broadcast a message to the Com

mission advising them of the situation. 
In three and a half dreadful hours, I saw a fifteen 

year old boy die from bullet wounds. He and 

his brother were the last survivors of their family 

in Europe. I stood by the side of my friend twenty

four year old Am rican aval Reserve Officer, Wil
liam Bernstein, a he fought a losing fight against 

the effects of a fractured skull. While attempting 

to escape from a gas-filled bridge, he had been 

m~shed by a reel -headed club wielded by a Briti h 

LEON BLUM TO BRITAIN 

sailor. There were countle numb r of ocher 

equally frightful incidents. Forty-five were seri

ously injured and a hundred mor w re hospitalized. 

One thought haunted me. Here by some twist of 

History might have been a Peter or a Paul or ~ 

]eS11S. 
Those who sur ived ~ ere put on b ard three 

prison ships and at the time of chis writing, one 

month lacer, are floating around in the heat of the 

Mediterranean in the rinking holds of rho e ves-

el locked in wire cages like wild bea cs. 
omeching must be done. Great Britain stand 

judged for her sin by all too few. Th hour ha 

come for Christian of our nation to protest in 

such manner that, with the power of a surging sea, 

that prote c will sweep the abomination of such 

international crimes from the face of the earth. 

We claim the hri tian chic. In od' name, lee 

u practice it! 

Co IDERATIO for the Briti h Gov rnmc.:nt' pre cige annoc be the world 's 

chief concern in the matter of the Exodm 1947. TI1e con cience of the world i con

cerned only with the fact chat here are a handful of Jew , ur ivor of Hitler' ma -

acre , whom victory has failed ro liber cc from erman concencr,uion camp and 

who are forcibly debarred from the only haven to which they naturally a pin:-rhe 

land of Palestine, reclaimed from the de ere by their brethren. 

When the British shipp d these immigrants ba k co their point of embarkation, 

the Fr nch Government, faithfully int rpreting public opinion in France- as unani

mous comment in the French press bear witness- and faithfully interpreting, al o, 

public opinion in the world, withheld its cooperation. The pa engcr were told that 

if they disembarked of their own fre will , they ~ ould find ho picality n French soil. 

They turned down the offer; with some few exceptions the same reply wa given by 

the many ill pas engers on board: "\Ve are graceful to France," they all aid in one 

voice, ''but it is in Palestine we want co live. We would rather die than leave chi 

hip which was to have taken us there." 

I seated, some months ago, what I chink of terror in Pale tine. The Briti h chem-

elves I believe, are largely responsible for it, as they were for the terrorist acts of 

the women uffragetces and the inn Feiners. Terror unfailingly results whenever 

fanatic adherents of a just cause are driven co hopele ne .... But the pa ngers on 

the Exod11s 1947 are not terrorists; they are simply martyrs. Like the ancient hri -

cian martyrs they resist only with their faith and with their resolve co go unflinchingly 

co the end of the sacrificial road. To yield before chi faith and this readine for 

elf-sacrifice is not to lose face but to gain greatne s .... 

From " Le Populoire ," Pa ris A ugust 1, 1947 



74 PALEST I N E ____________________ _ 

COMMENTS TO THE POINT 
Sumner W elles: That the Mandate Be Terminated 

There is nothing to be gained by mincing words. 
The British military administration in Palestine is 
shot through from top to bottom with anti- em
itism. The British forces of occupation, now num
bering 100.000 men, have been presumably sent to 
Palestine to keep the peace between Jews and 
Arabs. They are ther a the ag nt of a mandatory 
power charged with the duty of insuring _the safety 
of the peoples temporarily entrusted to its care as 
wards. 

But the plain truth is that that great majority of 
the Jews in Palestine who are ~ holly innocent of 
the acts of terrorism committed by a handful of 
fanatics and who are trying to prevent the repeti
tion of such acts, are not only deprived of e ery 
semblance of their legitimate rights but are also 
being treated as outcasts by the very authorities who 
are supposed to be acting as their truste~s. . 

The Rubowitz case provides a shockmg illustra
tion of existing conditions. The Briti h police force 
in Palestine ha a nocorious "strong-arm quad." 
Last spring a sixteen-year-old boy named A~exander 
Rubowitz was kidnaped by member of this squad 
headed by a Major Farran, taken down the deserted 
Jericho Road and tortured. He died on the p~t. 
The officers responsible were advised co flee to yna. 
Due to unexpected publicity, Major Farran was 
compelled co return to Jerusalem, wa identified b_y 
eye witnesses, was imprisoned was helped by his 
fellow officers again to escape and sub equently be
cause of further publicity, surrendered once more. 
His accomplices are generally believed to be back 
on duty in Jerusalem. 

When we know that the authorities charged with 
the protection of the inhabitants of Palestine a:e 
guilty of such atrocities, and learn of the _gross mis
carriages of justice that have taken place m the ca e 
of the individual officials responsible it is easier for 
us to understand why such acts of retaliation as the 
murder of the British sergeants have been perpe
trated .... 

However often Mr. Bevin may deny the self
evident truth the evils resulting from pres nt-day 
conditions in Palestine are a threat to orld peac . 
They are engendering international friction and ill 
will. They are jeopardizing friendly cooperation 
between the western powers. either the Assem-

bly nor the ecurity Council can afford co ignore 
the fact that their obligations under Articles 11 and 
39 of the United ations Charter will not be met 
unless some way is promptly found to terminate 
the British mandate and to replace the British forces 
now in Palestine with some truly impartial peace
enforcement agency. 

From Mr. W elles' column in the 
A ugust 12, 1947, "New York H erald Tribune" 

Cleveland Plain Dealer: The ew Report 
The eleven-nation commission appointed last 

May by the United ations co conduct the inquiry 
uncovered no fact that was not already hallowed by 
age and repetition. 

It has one trend in common with all of them, 
however. This is that it is another retreat from the 
Balfour Declaration. If Britain, author of the 
promise to e tablish a Jewish homeland in Palestine 
and the old League of ations mandate over that 
unhappy country, had used half the energy to im
plement it pledge that it has consumed in finding 
devious and dishonest ways of avoiding it, the Pal• 
estine is ue •ould years ago have ceased to exi t. 

Britain could do nothing because the Arabs 
would object. London overlooked the fact that the 
Arab population doubled since the Jews came into 
Palestine in numbers simply because the Jews cre
ated conditions that were beyond their wildest 
dreams under the old feudal system prevailing in 
Arab countries .... 

ow the Holy Land, if the Commission's 
ideas are realized, will be divided into Arab and 
Jewi h states. 

Under the conditions prevailing since the war, 
this may be the answer. That is a question for the 
Assembly to ponder. But as it enters its delibera
tions it is well to remember that before the Com
mission set foot in Palestine, the British announced 
chat unless its findings fitted into British ideas they 
would not be recognized. Will Britain admit the 
helpless refugees from Europe as the Commission 
recommends? Or will it continue to make the 
world believe it is frightened by Arab opposition? 

either the U solution nor any other will bring 
peace to Palestine until there is a greater measure 
of honesty in high places injected into whatever 
method is employed. 

From an editorial for September 2, 1947 
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London Tribune: B,-itain and the .. Exodus 19--1-7 

What happ n d co that ship and what i co 
happen to the 4,500 pa sengcrs is perhaps more 
important to the future of Britain than co that 
of the Jews. There i something rather path r: -
and al o rather ridiculou -about thi affair. ... 
Here are the e Jew with 955 children am ng 
them. British Inrelligenc officers ha e do ely 
watched them in Poland, in Au tria, in Germany 
in France. The Jew reach France; their hip i 
spotted, and detained by the French aurhoritie 
after diplomatic demarches in Pari and London. 

Meanwhile, the avy concentrate a force al
most equal co that a sembled for the fir t battle 
for arvik. Five destroyers and a crui er are pre
pared to pick up the ship; Lanca rers hadow it 
across the Mediterranean; 66,000 tro p prepare 
in Pale tine co keep order. Altogether some 90 -
000 British soldiers, ailor , airmen, Intelligence 
officers, diplomats and p lice ha e b en engaged 
directly on thi operation "pre-war." 

Why? Mr. Bevin cold the Labor Parry two 
year ago that he could not allow an increa d 
rate of Jewish immigration into Pale tine becau e 
that would mean sending another di i ion, ab ut 
15,000 men, to Palestine; he could not p,ire thee 
men. According co the Colonial Office Re ort 
publi hed last week-end, at that time there were 
25,000 Briti h troops in Pale tin . fr. Be in ha 
ince enc in, not one, but three divi ion - not 

15 000 but 40 000 men. He ha al o trebled the 
a al contin ems in Palestine water ; and he ha 

incr a ed the Air Force and the Briti h police 
there. 

But the e immigrants, who are prep. red t un
dergo condition almo t a bad a tho e suffered by 
the Engli h ettl rs of America when they fled 
from political , nd r ligious per ecurion ( the 
famou Afa} flower v as , hip of 1 0 con ) , are 
no longer deterred by det orion in camp . Evi
dently after you have spent omc year in a er
man e termination camp ypru i quite bear
able; after all, there i hope of journey' end be
yond it. 

Meanwhile the Palestine High omm, 10ner 
ir Alan Cunnin ham has prote ted in vain that 

the Foreign Office action ha undone all the good
will he has gain d in r cent weeks; the Army in 
Palestine has protested that just when thin s , ere 
ceding down, the Government in London, still 

without policy, unite the entire J wi h p pulation 
again t the Briti h. 

But the For ign flice, coo, i undetern:d. Britain 
may be h rt of dollar and oil and al and man
po, er but when the Iiddle a t Departm ·nt of 
the Foreign Oflice calls, the avy and th Army 
and the dip! mat and the pie are all ready, rh 
refugee hall not pa s. 

Edi ri I ·n he July 25, 1947, issue o he 
'Tri une," wee ly organ of A neurin Bev n's 

roup of the Labor P rfy 

I. F. Stone: Th o t of Fighting R f11ge s 

The Briti h o c.:rnment, in it dri e co top Jew
ish immigration into Pale tine, ha be n high-pre -
suring the ~ hire Hou c, bullying the.: French and 
offering c onomic c nee ion in a. tern Eur pc t 
countrie which v ill help co ma h the Jewi h 
"underground raih: ay." 

flicial f everal go ernmcnt , in di cu ing the 
probk.m, ha e exprc ed urpri c at the amount f 
m ncy, time, effort and ,Htention Briti h official 
ar . p n<ling n thi. cold , ar again t refugee . 

]<.:\ ish le, cler abroad c rimate that the Briti h 
ar pending far more to blo k th , illegal hips 
than th· H· ganah and it upportcr are to buy and 
oud1c them .... 

The bl kadc a_oain t J v i h illegal immigration 
ha be omc one of the major items in the expen c 
of the Briti h Admiralty. Lately, Briti h naval ve -
el have taken t had wing u p ctcd hip fr m 

one harbor t a ther, creating difficultie for ch m 
in each. One hip v a "tailed" for ven e ks in 
European water by a Briti h de troy r. 

There are Briti h agent t day in all the ports of 
the Mediterranean on the watch for Jewi h boat , 
and the do not he irate to u bribery where nece -
ary to prevent them from taking on upplie , doin 

repair work and embarking refugee .... 
" PM ," July 27 1947 

New York Herald Tribune: Th DPs and Pale tine 

VIE A A T 10- nited Iacion inve ri-
gat r arrived here tonight from Munich deeply 
convinced of th gravity of the problem of the Jew 
ish displaced per on in the camps they inspected in 
Germany ye terday and today. 

Except for a Greek Jewi h doctor, every one of 
the desperate DPs questioned by the in peccion team 
of th United ations pecial Committee on Pale -
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tine has refused to consider any other future home 
but Palestine. And the doctor only said he might 
consider an alternative suitable to his professional 
future. 

As a result, the problem of the Jewish DPs, who 
are apparently unwanted by everyone but Pales
tinian Jews, has gained much significance among 
the UN committeemen as an inseparable part of 
the Palestine problem as a whole .... 

Itzak Hesko, 35-year-old leather worker from 
Hungary, a wan, beaten Jew who is the father of 
three small children summed it up as well as any
one when he said through embittered lips: "I am 
tired, so very tired of being kicked around, and I 
want to take my family to a place where we may 
have peace among our own. The place is Palestine." 

JO HN G. ROG ERS, " Herald Tri bune" 
Correspondent with the UN Committee 

NBC: The Bitter Fruits of Censorship 

What are the British people told about the Pales
tine situation? Only that nice British boys are being 
murdered in cold blood in Palestine by Jewish ter
rorists. You can search and search for news in 
Britain about Jewish citizens in Palestine being shot 
by British soldiers, for news of the curfews and mass 
arrests in Palestine ... nor do the British gee news 
about anti-British opinion in some of the world 
because the British avy hauls Jews off their ships 
as they try to reach freedom in Palestine. In my 
very careful opinion the British press has irrespon
sibly distorted the whole Palestine picture by giving 
only one side of the story. They have their reward 
this morning-front-page stories of anti-Jewish 
demonstrations in Britain. 

STEPHEN LAI RD, London reporter, Colum bia 
Broadcasting System, August 5, 1947 

THE PERENNIAL DEBATE 
By Hugh Weston 

Hugh lVeston is a Unitarian minister who served 
the p11lpit for three years in Pittsbttrgh, Pa. Fol
lowing a trip to 011th A m erica, he lect11red exten
sively in the United States on Pan-American affairs. 
1\1ore recently he has covered Ettrope and the 

fiddle East for the Pittsb11rgh r·Post-Gazette" and 
Pittsb11rgh '"Conrier .• , H e is now a radio com
mentator on Pasadena's K LA. 

N OT long ago I was asked by the University 
of California at Los Angeles to debate 
Aouney Dajani ( or Dejany as '-Omecimes 

spelled) of the Arab Office on the question of Pal
estine before the students of the University. 

fr. Dajani asserted that he had been under the 
impression that he was to speak uncontested and 
therefore declined co debate. I was accordingly 
asked to give a reply on a later occasion. 

I slipped in to hear fr. Dajani's lecture. He is 
a man of medium height and build, with typical 
swarthy complexion, jet black hair and dark mus
tache. He was lecturing calmly, yet forcefully in 
a manner calculated to suit the surroundings of 
a university. 

"The Jews are a Christian problem and not an 
Arab responsibility," he began with the familiar 
approach. 

Playing upon the anti-Semitic prejudices that 
consciously or unconsciously affect a large per
centage of any non-Jewish audience, he said, "If 
the rnited States were to absorb as many Jews 
as Palestine already has, there would be eighty 
million Jews entering America." Lengthily he 
dwelt on this point, showing how by comparative 
figures, untold thousands of Jews would have to 
enter America if its Jewish immigration were to 
keep pace with that of Palestine. The implication 
was that we would not want so many Jews in 
America therefore why expect the Arabs to be 
any happier over such an unlovely prospect? It 
was anti- emitism but so cleverly disguised that 
it served co win the naturally anti-Semitic pro
portion of the audience without unduly offending 
the more tolerant individuals. That such arguments 
had neither logic nor relevance was too much to 
expect many of these university students to see. 

The lecturer argued that the Jew of Europe 



.!..:,11'..,__ ______________________ p ALE T f ~ TE 

did not want to go to Palestine as much as they 

wanted to go to America, that their first choice 

was the U. S. A. He contended that the Jews 

entered Palestine by force thousands of years ago 

and stole it from the "Arabs" at that time; that 

they now wished to establish a Jewish government, 

that is, religiotuly Jewish, in Palestine-a kind of 

theocracy. The Jews could have returned to Pal

estine during the Middle Ages, but would not, he 

maintained; now the Jews wish to make the Arabs 

leave Palestine, their own country. Palestine is 

inseparable from the Arab world: "With a Zionist 

state there can be no peace in the Middle Ea t." 

Regarding Zionist-brought hen fits, he stated: "The 

fact that one people are ad anced doe not ju tify 

another people's taking their land from chem." 

Most Zionist benefits, he continued, are for the 

benefit of the Jewish community. Hebrew chool 

are closed to Christians and Moslems; no Arab 

labor is allowed on Jewish-owned land . 
After speaking of Arab progress throughout the 

Middle East, he went on to report that "Pale tine 

cannot be industrializ d either in the sphere of 

agriculture or in the sphere of manufacruring." 
He ended by announcing the Arab demand for 

independence and democracy along Atlantic harter 

line. 
He wa generously applauded by the tudenr as 

a whole. 
I knew I had a job to do. 

J POKE the following week to a large aggrega

tion of cudent , including many who had heard 

Dajani. 
I cl cided to begin chi way: I mentioned Dajani' 

recourse co the Atlantic harcer and the ideals f 

majority rule. I asked the students to lee u uppo c 

chat Dajani were speaking, not in America, but in 

Palestine, and, as an Arab, not against Zionism, but 

in favor of it. "What," I sugge ted, "would happen 

to Mr. Dajani?" I cold them I could hazard a rather 

safe guess and I read them a nitcd Pre di patch 

regarding another Dajani, perhaps a kin man of 

our own Aouney Dajani. It ran a follow : 

Jeru alem December 18, United Pr ss-A 
rich Arab landowner wa a sa sinaced in the 
center of Jaffa tonight, probably by hi o-..; n 
people for selling property to the Jews. . . 

The as as inated Arab~ a ustafa DaJan1. 
He had been to the Jaffa land regi try office 
to com piece the transfer of property to a Jew. 

After leaving, he wa walking down a Jaffa 
street toward his home in the nearby vill, ge 
of Beic Dajan when three hoc felled him. 

aja<la the Arab e ret army wa beli ed 
co have plocced the killing. 

I told chem about che Arabs who were lain by 

their own people f r concluding friend hip pact 

with the Jew • about the Mufti whose mention 

Aouney Dajani had ought to avoid. I a ked chem 

about Arab elem rac . Th cudenc were amazed. 

They had not heard of these things before. Dajani 

hadn't told them. 

Then, point by point I shO\ ed chem h w they 

had been misled by a ti ue of fa! ehoods and mi -

constructions. I even warned them again t their 

own tendencies to let prejudices influence the logic 

of their decisions. R garding Dajani's remark that 

the Jew do not wane co go to Pal tine, I quoted 

not merely my own experience with th Jews who 

survive in Europe, but the Anglo- m rican m

miccee' tatcment: "Th vast majority of the Jew

i h displaced p r ons and migrant , howe er. b -

licve th, t th only place ,vhi h offer a pro peet 

i Pakstinc." r quoted the leading exponent of 

Zioni m c he effect that che Jewi h hope wa for 

a dcm cratic scat in whi h all religion "ould be 

given e: ual treatment not for a theo racic care 
<. ' 

in which the Jc\ i h faith recei c<l pr fer ntial 

treatment. I read to the scudencs the proclamations 

of the Jewi h Agency on the abc;olute religious 

equality of all citizen in a Jc\ i h Pale tine. I told 

chem that I had never heard from any Zioni t 

ource what ever any tatement co th effe t that 

the Arabs would ha e to leave Pale tine. 
I m ntioncd, however, that though I had never 

hcar<l of any Jc:wi h uggesti n that the Arab 

leave Palestine, I hear<l of Arab sugge tion that 

the Jew leave Palestine. I ref rred them to Haj 

Amin el Hu scini's cc timony b fore the Royal 

omm1 s1on: 

. "W uld Pale tine be able in your opin
ion, to absorb all of the Je s now there?" 

HA] AMI : " o." 
Q. "Then ome of them would ha e to be 

removed by a process plea ant or painful a 
the ca e may be?" 

HA] A fl : ··we must leave all that to 
the future." 

I made reference co do uments such a f. A. 

hulwa ' book Roma and J emsalem, to oint ut 
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the restrictions and difficulties encountered by the 
Jews during the Middle Ages in their desire to 
return ro the Land of Israel. Dajani's falsehoods 
regarding the refusal of the Jews to open their 
chools and hospitals to the Arabs or to share with 

them the benefits of progress and industry were 
ea ily refuted by reference to my own many expe
riences la t summer in the Holy Land. 

Point by point I had showed the students that 
this poli hed lecturer was to put it nicely, a prevari
cator. Yet it was not I but the facts that showed 
them. For I did not even rely on my personal 
experiences. I relied on indisputable and uncontro
verted facts. Mr. Dajani made a brilliant appeal. 
But his appeal was brilliant because of the twists 
he gave his thought not because of the merit of 
his case. And when his lecture was paralleled 
point by point with the stubborn evidences of fact 
hi contentions melted away. 

But there was one last task to be performed. 
The e rudents needed more than the facts. They 
needed ro capture something of the imagination and 
htroism of a people. And so I told them a story. 

It was a story about some people who lived in 
the midst of wamplands north of the ea of Galilee 

m a ettlement called Kfar Blum. As I approached 
it I saw a sign in English addressed to British 
troops. It read something like this: DA GEROU 
MALARIA AREA. 0 STOPP! G FOR TWE -
TY MILE. 

But some people had stopped there. They were 
Jews. They were some of those 200,000 Jews who 
are members of the Histadruth, toilers whose Jew
ish hands are building a nation. They didn't think 
of themselves as heroes those Jews at Kfar Blum. 
Yet not a one except the newcomers had escaped 
the sting of the malaria mosquito. At times more 
than half of their number had been down with 
malaria at the same time. They had come from all 
over the world, a large proportion of them from 
the United States of America. They were there to 
drain those swamps and restore that land not for 
themselves, but for their children and their chil
dren's children. It didn't matter to them that their 
lives would be shortened. But it did matter that 
generations yet unborn would have a corner of 
the world over which to unfurl the banner of free
dom, fr edom for Jews, for Arabs and for all men. 

They were patriots just lik our American fore
fathers, gi in all for a nation yet unborn. 

WITH UNSCOP IN PALESTINE 

J r GALILEE, at Kfar Giladi on the northern 
border of Palestine, the Australian member of 

the J Committee wa greeted by several non
Jewi h Australian soldiers who are members of the 
settlement. They had be n its guests when they 
were on leave during the war and were so attracted 
by the economy and life of the communal settle
ment that they cho e to remain there and throw in 
their lot with that of the Jewish pioneers. 

When the Committee reached the settlement of 
D an at the foot of Mount Hermon, all of the chil
dren and many of the settlers in working clothe 
welcomed them in the tree-lined avenue leading to 
the village. In the dining-hall where the Commit
tee gathered around tables for refreshments was a 
banner inscribed: "Our home is open to our refugee 
brother ." 

The history of Dan was reviewed briefly by a 

villager. "The new Dan with its 50 inhabitants 
has become a ource of well-bein° not only for its 
own builders but also for the neighborhood on both 
sides of the Palestine- yrian border," he said. "The 
incidence of malaria ha dropped from 100 per cent 
to 1 per cent, and the dis ase might be entirely 
wiped out but for the non-cooperation of the yrian 
Government. Our Arab neighbors, both Pales
tinian and yrian are treated by our phy icians, 
and our relations are friendly." 

The speaker r called an old legend that the Jor
dan wa so named because its source was at Dan. 
"W/ e dwelling here cannot help asking you not to 
let reactionary water regulations prevent the u e of 
this water for the benefit of the whole land" he 
continued. "Instead of cold stone monuments to 
the memory of our dead families, we wish to create 
a living monument of villages and gre n fields." 
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Notes on the Palestine Situation 

"A FOREIGN HAND" 

After a week of disturbance and lo s of life 
precipitated by the August IO Arab assault on a 
Tel Aviv cafe, marked attempts at rapprochement 
were made by both Arabs and Jews throughout 
Palestine. Jewish villages reported without xccp
tion that relations with their Arab neighbors were 
completely normal. Leaders of the Arab villages 
showed no signs either of tension or hostility; sev
eral of them volunteered the opinion that the inci
dents were British-inspired and would not do the 
Arabs any good. 

Members of the local council of the Arab village 
of Salameh, adjoining the Yemenite Jewish Hatik
vah quarter of Tel Aviv, call d on the Jewi h offi
cials of Hatikvah and thanked them for th fact 
that Jewish policemen in that area had protected 
Arab live and property. The heads of both com
munities reached a peace agr ement \ hich wa 
solemnized by a traditional Arab ceremony. Offi
cials of the two quarters gathered in an open field 
and slaughtered a lamb, after which all partook of 
the sacrifice. 

A similar ceremony was celebrated in a nearby 
section, the Arab leaders declaring "that a foreign 
hand ha tried to in ti gate u again t th Jews, but 
only irresponsible young ters re ponded, for all the 
rest of u are oppos d." 

SYRIAN DROUGHT AND PALESTINIAN PO PULATION 

The L bane e paper Al-Amal recently carried 
an article ab ut a devastating drought in the Hau
ran the section which i the wheat granary of yria. 
The paper quote a report on condition in the 
Hauran made by an economi t and an exp rt from 
the yrian Mini try of Agriculture. According to 
the expert , certain villages have been completely 
deserted by the peasants who crossed into Palestine 
in despair. An even larger immigration movement 
across the border is inevitable unles the yrian 
Government helps the Hauran by introducing irri
gation projects farm machinery and training in 

modern farming technique . Farming i till done 
entirely by hand in the Hauran. 

THE TRUTH BECOMES CONVENIENT 

In the attempt to win the Arab states to Britain, 
it has con i cenrly been Briti h procedure t conceal 
or minimize the pro-Axi record of the Arab coun
trie in the war. Pro-Arab apologi c , for in tance, 
often quote a 1915 ratemenc of Mr. hurchill 's to 
the effect th.it Britain had in fact prderred Egypt 
to remain neutral. 

The truth about Briti ha\ arene of Egypt's pro
Axi stand came out with dramatic bitterne s b fore 
the ecurity oun il at Lake ucces on August 13. 
In the cour e of a heated An lo-Egyptian exchange 
over the udan i ue, the Egyptian Prime Mini ter 
charged Britain with interference in Egypt's inter
nal affair <luring 19 0 and 1942, when it forced 
King Farouk to in tall abinets favorable to the 
Allie . An wering tho e charge , the Briti h dele
gate, ir Alexander • adogan, a erred that Briti h 
interference \ a made nece ary by the pro-Axis 
activities during that period of "certain very highly 
placed Egyptian per nalitie ." Britain could pro
duce <l cumentary e idence of thi harge, ir Alex
ander a erred, but did not wish to embarra the 

gyptian Government more than nece ary. 
The Briti h delegate al o took i ue with Egyp

tian tatements that Egypt's loyalty to the Allied 
cau e \ a "the first element of victory" in the Mid
dle Ea t. "I my elf had thought," he aid, "that the 
fir t element of victory over the Axi in the Middle 
Ea t was con titured by tho e soldier of the British 
Commonwealth and ocher Allied powers who 
fought and bled and died in the orth African 
de errs and on Egyptian soil." 

IN THE CHRISTIAN SPIRIT 

In Jerusalem, on August 24, Rev. Ronald Adeny 
Vicar of Chri r's Church (low Evangelical) while 
praying for tho e in distress on the high ea , specifi
cally mentioned the refugees of the Exodus 1947. 
"May God overrule the Government's decision" he 
said, "and may a right and just olution be found." 



PALESTINE _______________________ ao 

ZIONISTS AND THE U. N. REPORT 

Issuing its report on Palestine on Sept. 1, the United 
ations Special Committee made a nttmber of 1mani-

1nous recommendations, chief among them that the 
11iandate for Palestine be terminated at the earliest 
practicable moment; that independence be granted 
after as short a transition period as possible, d1tring 
which period "the authority entmsted with administer
ing Palestine and preparing it for independence shaU 
be responsible to the United Nations"; that the Gen
eral Assembly imn-iediately make international ar
rangements 1

·/ or the alleviation of the plight of the 
250,000 Jewish DPs and of the Palestine problem"; 
that preser,vation of the economic tmity of the cotmtry 
be accepted as a cardinal principle. 

The minority report signed by the delegates of Iran, 
India, and Y ttgoslavia proposes an independent federal 
state; the majority report proposes an internationalized 
Jerusalem, a Jewish state in eastern Galilee, Esdraelon, 
the coastal plain, Beisan and most of the Negev, an 
Arab state in the rest of Palestine, Jewish immigration 
of 150,000 dttring the two-year interim period. 

The General Council of the lVorld Zionist Organ
ization, meeting in Zttrich, isstted the following state
ment, representing the reaction to the report of the 
leaders of the Zionist movement. 

"T HE Zionist General Council ( Actions Com
mittee) has given preliminary consideration 
to the report and the recommendations of 

the United ations Special Committee on Palestine. 
It con iders the study carried out by the United a
tions pecial Committee on Palestine and its report 
an earne t effort to arrive at a practicable solution 
of the Pale tine problem. 

"The Council note with satisfaction that a sub
stantial majority of the United ations Special 
Committee on Palestine recommended the early 
e tablishment of a sovereign Jewish state. The ter
ritory propo ed is a minor part of the territory origi
nally promised tO the Jewish people on the basis of 
its historic rights and do s not include areas of the 
utmost importance. There are other features of the 
proposals which require careful examination. The 
Executive will, after further study of the proposals, 
pre ent the views of the Jewish Agency at the forth
coming General Assembly of the United ations. 
The definitive attitude of the Jewish people will be 
determined after the General Assembly has taken a 
deci ion on the Pale tine question. 

"The Council regrets to have to tare that the 
proposal of the minority of the United ations pe
cial Committee on Palestine is wholly unacceptable 
and cannot serve as a basis for discussion. The sug
gested federal state would actually convert Palestine 
into an Arab state in which Jews would be con
demned to remain a permanent minority. Their 
right of immigration, being subject to the decision 
of an Arab majority, would be effectively denied. 
They would not be free to settle in most parts of the 
federal state, of which they presumably would be 
cmzens. The discriminatory land policy of the 
White Paper would thereby be perp tuated. Ac
cording to the proposed conditions, the will of the 
Arab majority would, on major issues, be decisive. 
In the context of these proposals the use of the term 
"Jewish state" is mi leading. The constructive and 
progressive forces of th Jewi h people would in 
the suggested federal state, be fettered and stifled 
and the economic and social development of the 
country ould thereby be impeded." 
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