*x

AMERICAN JEWISH
ARCHIVES
R

Abba Hillel Silver Collection Digitization Project

Featuring collections from the Western Reserve Historical Society and
The Jacob Rader Marcus Center of the American Jewish Archives

MS-4787: Abba Hillel Silver Papers, 1902-1989.
Series V: Writings, 1909-1963, undated.

Reel Box Folder
182 68 747

Militant Zionism, 1947.

Western Reserve Historical Society American Jewish Archives
10825 East Boulevard, Cleveland, Ohio 44106 3101 Clifton Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220
(216) 721-5722 (513) 487-3000

wrhs.org AmericanJewishArchives.org



March <, 1947

To the Editor of
The Cleveland Preas

Sirs

I read with interest the article from the pen of Tallace R, Deuel shich
appeared in your Paper on Csuturday headlined "Militent U.?} ;usﬁb:hind Backe-
to-Palestine ilovement.® The writer stutes thut there is & basic cleacvage umong
Zionists betveen moderates aund militants, and that the outstanding militant
leaders are now americon Jews, and chief amon: them is Rabbi Silver, s«nd that
furthermore, I and other militant leuders have "mapoed out strategy to use
Zionist Jewish influence in the United States to induce the Americ.n Covernuent to
make the Sritish Government turn over Palestine to the Jews.," le furtherumore
states that there is no disagreement among Zionists on the goal wvhich they seek
to achieve —- the setting up of & Jewish state in Palestine, That is correct.

The difference, in his judgment, is in the m.tter of methods, The moderates
believe that the Zionist wmovement ®should tuke it slow and easy™ and the militunts
say that "even if there were all the time in the orld, slow, peacable und legal
methods would never succeed."

Ure Deuel is clearly in error if he believes that the outstanding "militant"
leaders are imerican Jews. The outstanding "militant® leaders are today im
Palestine, und they «nd their followers are gilving a splendid sccount of themselves
in defense of the basic Jewish rights which have been intern.tions ly juaranteed
by 52 nations including the United States, and shich Grest Dritaim has srossly and
shumelesasly viol:ted,

The Jews of P lestine we e wuite content to carry on their primaery work

of colonization and upbuilding 5loxly, peaceably «nd legully., They were not

pre sing for the fimmediate establishuent of & Jewish stites They were yuite

content to see the country develop according to the commitments undertaken by

Greaut Britain under the mundate "to facilitate Jewish immigration into the country
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and the close settlemcont of the Jews on the soil."

But through successive arbitrary decrses of the mandatory, Jevish immigration
and colonization were illegally restricted until today no more than 1500 Jews
monthly are sermitted to enter the country "legally," .nd the right of the Jews
to colonize is restricted to five percent of the area of thut small country,

The ;lilitant' lonists ask {or nothing more tham the fuithful observance
of the letter and the spirit of the mandate under which Great Oriteir governs
the country and are very impatient ahdn they witness hundreds of tnousands of
their seople still knguishing in the detention caups of Zurope. If thut is
extremism and militaney, then I and the millions who belicve as I do must plead
guilty,

The unrest in Palestine which we all deprecate is due entirely to Greut
Britain's unsurranted and unjustified policy which keeps the doors of Palestine
closed and turns thousands of men and wowen who hu.ve been through the hells
of Europe away from the shores of t.e country which has been . roclaimed as the
Jewish Nationul lHome, Let the doors of Palestine be opened and the so=-culled
terror to which desperate people have been driven will disappear,

"hat 1s most :isleading and reprehensible in ¥r. Deuel's article is the
reference to the ~fact that Zionists are endeavoring memeaey in sowe hurtful

Te vetl
nunnoryhpolitic‘l pressure upon our Government to influence Cre.t Britain to

live up to its obligations., 'hat pressvres, in kr, Deuel's judgment, should

free citizens in a Democracy exert to influence their government? By the terms
of the Anglo-Azerican Coivention of 1944, our Government is a party to the
Balfour Declaration and to the Palestine wand.te, The Con_ress of the United
States twice overwhelmingly voted for the Jowish National liomes In December,
1945, the Congress resolved "that the United States shall use its good offices

#1th the wmandatory power to the end that Palestine shall be opened for free

entry of Jews into thut country to the maximum of its agricultural und ecomomic

potentialities, and that there shall be full opportunity for colonization and
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and development so thut they may freely proceed with the upbuilding of Palestine
as the Jewish National Home and, in association with all elements of the
population, establish Pulestine as a democratic coumonweslth in which all men
regardless of race or creed shall have equal rights."

Is it reprehensible if the Jewish citizens of the United States now call
upon their Government to implement this resolution of Congress which was endorsed
b, both parties?

In 1244, both the Republican and the Democrutic sartiss included plunks

in their party platforms favoriné?kexish coumonwesalth in Palestine. The

Democratic platform reads "Je favor the opening of Palestine to unrestricted
Jowish lmmigration and colonization, and sych a policy as to result in the
establishuent there of a free and democratic Jewish commonwealth,"

The ilepublican platform called for the same thing, concluding its plank
with the following statement: "Je condemn the failure of the President to
insist thut the mandatory of Pulestine carr; out the ,rovisiomsof the Balfour
Declaration and of the mandute vhile he pretends to support them,"

The Zionist movement in the United States has h.d sup.orters in both
political parties. It is non-partisun. iepublican and Democratic oresidents
»1ike huve endorsed the movement, and so have Republican snd Nemocrutie governors
of 40 stutes of our Union,

Are the Jewish citizens of the United States to be condemned if when the
subject of Palestine is being discussed internationally, and vital decisions
are ‘eing reached, they turn to their Government .nd appeal to it to fulfill
these pledges w»hich have had such overvhelming endorsement on the purt of the
Americun people?

I must reject cutegoricully and with conteupt the assertion of ir, Deuel

that "Zionists cluim that they swung the vote which made possible the election

of Senator Hobert A, Taft, for exsmple, and that it was primarily Rabbi Silver

who won these decidingwtes." Zionists have nevor made such claims, and I did
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not have any part in the campaign to re-elect Senator Tuft, OSenator Taft has
been a good friend of the Zionist cause, So Luve Senator Bresster, of Malne,
venator Vandenberg of iichigan, and msny other Republican senators who certainly
did not depend upon the so-called Jewish vote to slect +them. Also many Democratic
senators from states where the Jewish population is negligibly small have rallied
heartily to the support of our movement,

A few days ago, President Iruman replied to ¥r, Bevin's cherges thut he
had wrecked a possible Palestine settlement by requesting the admission of
100,000 Jews to Palestine and th.t partisan and locul politics vere influeneing
America's attitude tovards the Pulestion question, The /hite House statement

called these charges most unfortunste and misleading und concluded by declaring:

"imerica's interest in Palestine is of long and continuing standing, It is a

deep and abiding interest shared by our people without regard to their political
affiliation.”
I trust that people will not be misled by unautienticated rumors and
inuendos to which unfortunstely kr, Deuel has given currency .
Sincerely yours,

ABBA HILLEL SILVER






