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I am deeply grate!\11 for this great honor which Phi Epsilon Pi has besto....d uoon 

ma. I feel myself altogether umrort}v' of it. I am sure that you have evaluated my 

services all too generously, but, being human, I must tell you that it is neverthe­Tery 
leas/welcome. The praise of our fellowmen is allnv's a tonic to our souls especially 

in a situation where blame and censure are also not slow 1n coming. But let assure 
you that ew»n as I have never been seriously disturbed by cri•icim, I shall not be 

greatly deluded by praise. 

The historic achievement of the past year, the establishment or the state ot 
Israel atter the hope and labor of centuries, waa due to no one man, to no one grou-o 

of men, al though leadership is not to be discounted. It waa due to the strug les and 

sacritices of the Jewish people as a whole everywhere throughout the world, and more 

especial.1¥ in Palestine. The contluence of vast historic torces made the creation of 

the st-,te of Israel nigh 1.nrt1.table, am the J throughout the world am more e 
I, pecially, those in Palestine, had prepared themsel s through long years of prelimin-

&rT labor and the laying of foundations for a reconstructed national life in their 

ancestral ho , so that when the historic moment arrived, they were ready for it 

physically, apirituaJJ)", politically. The degree of their preparednaaa in Israel ia 
evidenoed by the ease with which they- took over all the ~ta of gove nt and 

all t . s rvices when the marxlatory regime left the country in a manner calculated to 
lead to breakdown and chaos. 1' ia also evidenced by the ma1ner in which the state 

or Israel, ha n proclA1mari its independence last y, was able to make good ita 
proclamation and to defend its tem.tor;r ainst the attacka of tive invading armies. 
The story of the ccabees, which is bei celebra tsd throug out the Jevdsh world 

this week, is no more glorious than the story of the valorous deeds of the fighting 

men of Israel in the year 1948, who broke t he J>(ffl9r of the canbined torces of Syria, 

t.banon, Iraq, Transjordan, and Egypt. 



The Jewish people is a peace-loving people. It hates war. It never looked 

upon war as an instrument, or national policy. 21 800 years a the prophets of Is­

rael proclaimed to the world the ideal or a war-less society hen "nations will 

beat their lllfOrds into plowDhares arxi learn war no more"• But the Jewish people 

never hesitated to detend t eir basic human rights, their liberties, and their 

faith th the last drop or their bloo • Joshua, David, Judas ccabee, and ar 

Kochba are matchless ndl1tal7 figures. The myriads or Jews ho died as martyrs for 

t heir taith throughout the dark a , s were no less heroic. The hundreds of' thousands 

of Jews, American citi.,ens and citizens of other free countries, who fought in the 

l Ast war a rrainst 'tyramJ1' and dictatorship and in the First World ar for the right 

of selt-determ:! nation of peoples belong to the same illustrious compaey of tree men 

who loved peace dearly, but who love treed:>m and justice nan more. 

In October ot last year, when addressing th United Nations at Lake Success, I 

stated, "The Jewish state, when it is established, :will respect the sovereignty of 

its neighbor states as tully- as it will de.fend its own. The Jewish people in Palee­

tine is prepared to defend itsel.t. It is not impressed by idle threats. A people 

which has surviftd the accumulated fury or the centuries, raced powerful empires in 

a bitter battle for survival, and during the l ast war saw mmdreds or thousands of 

its sons fighting for treedan in all the liberating armies of the Allied nations -

such a people will not be int:1midated. The Jewish people of Palestine, I at, 

dll be prepared to defend itself." Arn t he events of the last .fmr JD011ths have .t'ul.11' 

psti.:ried the statement which I made months before the state was established. 

The establlshnent of the a te of Israel was an act of historic justice. Th& 

is wfV' the United ati ns overwhelming~ wted for it. That is~ 19 states, ~ 

cludi our own beloved coL1J1try, have given recognitian to the government ot the 

state of Israel. That is wt\}" ever)'Where the existence or the atat.e of Israel is to­

da1' accepted as an accomplished tact. 



• 
I 

• 

That the Jewish people needed such a state is attested not alone the dictates 

or reason and the argum.f"nts fll-001 history, but by the strean of Jewish retugees hich 

is now pouring into that country, retugees who co 1ld f'ind a ho. e nowhere lse am 
who co 1d not find a home in Palestine under aiv other system of government but that 

of an indenendent and sovereign Jewish state. 181000 arrived in October of this 

year, 231000 1n ov mber, 27 1000 in Jll•mber. It is anticipated that 301000 will 

arrive in JPnuary. Thus, the state of Israel is already servin the people of Israel 

in ore of its mont det,perate emergencies - that of saving the hundreds of thousanda 

of men, women and c ldren who have for years been languishing in the displaced per­

sons c ps of Europe, and who have lived and are living in dread arxi \Ulder menace in 

other parts of Europe, Asia, and Northern Africa. The st te of Israel is emptying 

the Jewish re1'1gee camps add is rapi~ restoring an element of normalcy to Jewish 

ll1'e. Thus, the stone .mioh some builders rejected ha.snow become tblt chief comer­

stone o£ the rehabilitation of our people. 

It is to the everlasting glory of American Jnry t t it provided so much of the 

material aid arxi the physical. tools for the establismnent of the state or Israel and 

gave it, in the critical hours, such effective and decisive politieal support. Im­

gard t _d.s act along with the generoua relief which 1 t extended to our suffering 

people bro durin this :U st tragic decade, as the aost significant and noblest 

contribution which Americnn Jewry has mocie throughout 1 ts history. Thi a canmuni t7 

or 5.000,000 Jews, living in this gracious land ot treedom, was not found wanting in 

the critical am eearchin hour hen its less fortunate brother s re pass·n through 

the many hells or persecuti n and annihilation• and hen a remnant of them was struggl­

ing beroicaJl7 to rebuild a sanctuary ot national aurvival am spiritual renascence 

in Israel•s holT land. 

rican Jewry has yet much to contribute to the pro as arxi the strengthening 

or the new republic or Israel. Hundreda- of thouaanda ot our people .fran all parts ot 

( 
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the old world must still be helped to settle there. Economic op ortuni ties must, 

provided in order to absorb this great imnigration. The small state cannot assume 

the entire burden or this enormous~ cost~ program. But American Jewry can do even 

more - it can make available to the new government an:l 1 ts people Americm sldJ l II and 

methods - our science, our technology, and the lm~bow which developed as pi­

oneering people here in 1D8J\T fields or industrial developnent. The new state in the 

? ear East hich, judging by- the draft or its constitution which has recentlT be 

made public, is resolved to establish in that ~t or the lfOrld a citadel o.f c.lame>­

cracy, mJrT ll prof'it trom the colDlsel, help and support which American cit;zena, 

proud or the Am ricm tradition and the American way or life, can give to it. 

The establishment or the state of Israel is bound to have a tremenci>us e.ffect 

upon the future couree o.f the Jewish people throughout the world am upon k rican 

Jews as all. The end of national ext le £or the Jewish people s uch is destined to 

affect favorably the psyche o'f the Jelf'S thro hut t . orld. It will endow t Jn 

wherever he lives with a self-respect and a sen ot security, a moral tone long wantr­

ing in his experience. The concept of • galut11 - exile - is bound vent:.ially' to di~ 

appear. Whatever be Jf1fr is destined to create anywhere - in art or literature -

dll, I believe, come to retl.ect a now attitude or dignity- and confidence. There 

will be much ls se o£ the stress and tension in his creative work• leas of the spirit 

ot dejection or of rebellion. There will be less obsession with anti..5emitisn and 

dth apologetics. The Jew will fight f or his f'ull and equal rights everywhere mor 

confidentlT and more resoluti.T, enbeartened by the f'act or the new statue and dig­

ni ty which have come to his people through the rewcreation or th 8'tc of Israel. 

One important tact shouli bl borne in mind - the maj ori t7 of the Jewish people 

will continue to live outside of Israel. Assuming that Israel will in the cour• ot 

time cane to contain three or tour •1ll1 on Jff8• the majority- of the Jftish peopla 

will, nevertheless, contimle to reside outside 1 ta borders. Thia was t ca• al.80 
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during the second commonwealth, especially in the centuries illlnediate y prececl. ng the 

destruction of the Temple in the year 70. It has been est ated th~ in the closing 

centuries of the second commonwaal th - that is to say, in the century bef' ore and the 

century f'ollowin ~ the beginning of the Caamon Era - when the eta tAt of' Israel still 

existed, about 2½- million J lived in Palest ne and about 5½, m~Jlion lived outside. 

What was the relationship of the Jews mo lived outside of' Palestine to the Jewt­

ish state? They- owed no politica1 allegiance to the Jewish state, and the Jewish 

state exercised no political control over them. The country in whiah they lived was 

""1r country'. The existence of a Jewish state did not diminish by one iota their 

loyalty to the countries in which they lived and in which they an1 their children 

were bom. Theirs was no dual allegiance. Dual allegiance was never a tact in Jflff­

ish experience. It is the frightened an the insecure Jew, the one who is generally 

unhapP7 about his Jewish lineage ani who tries to C'1!TY favor with the non-Jewiah 

world on the basis of self'-ef'f'acement who spreads th charge of dual al. legiance 

: gainst those fellow-Jen who are not so frightened and se • 
The JffWB who llwd outside of Palestine in thCB e daya nevertheless recognized 

Palestine as the non-political center of world Jewry, especially because it was the 

center of their religion. It s the Ho~ Land. Th97 re mindtul of their ~ 

pheq, nout or Zion shall go forth the Law ard the word or the Lord trom Jerusal.an.• 

They made £requent pilgrimes to Palestine. It was a revered custom of J everywhere 

to contribute 8Jll'IQBJ 17 a halt-shekel which at stated periods was collected and car­

ried to Jeruaal.am as their voluntary contribution towards the maintenance of' their 

cen'b-al relig10·1s institutions. Tbe7 helped the nation to defend itself' when Rome 

attacked it, an:i they' supported the rebellion of Bar Kochba against Rane in the aeccm.d 

century when the Jen of P lsstine attempted to regain the:lr independence. Thq 

wanted the Jewish state to eurviw. There existed throughout thl centuriea the li 

lie t interaction between Palestine and the Jen of the Diupora which wu a boon t4 

both and which safe ded the integrity of the peo le and the character of its faith. 
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If' history is any gui , the Jews of today who will continue to live in other 

lands w1.ll maintain the same attitude towards the state 0£ Israel as their tore-­

fathers did. Theirs will 1::e a most sympathetic relati nship towards that land. T~ 

wi.11 mate~ help it to absorb as maey Jews as will wish to go there or may have 

to go there. They will help to build up its cultural, cientific, and spiritual in­

eti tutions as well as its economic life so that it may becaoo a land or which Jews 

everywhere will be proud. For the eyes of the world will. be on the land 0£ Israel 

to see what Jews as a people can accanplish on their own. There will be a free n 
of man:1ftJld communications, of mutual stimulation, of give and talce. Israel will 

again becane the non-political center 0£ world Je,rry. But the Jews or Israel will 

be Israeli citizens and the JffB of the United states will be citizens of the United 

States, and similarly with Jews of other lands. They will owe undivided allegiance 

to their respective cowitries, and they will dischrge loyally their full duties as 

citizens, as Jews have always done. But they 
~· 

11 retain a spec1•1"''•ttachment to the 
1 

L~nd of Israel which will in no ,rq interfere with their duties andobligationa as 

citizens of their respective countries. It was Voltaire who said that very cultured 

man should have two .fatherlands - his own and ITance. Dl an even more profound sell8e, 

but equally non-political, it mq- be applied to the Jew and Israel. Israel will be 

the Sabbath 1n the lite o.t our people when, according to a beauti.tul. tradition, an 

additional soul is vouchs&red unto IIBll. 

Having now reestablished the st..-ite o.f' Israel, and having i'\u.ly understood our ob­

ligations toward it in the :tuture ani correct relationship 1D it, the great mission ot . 
Jewish bistor.r neverthelesa still rema:1ns to be rultilled. ?Jational regeneration ia 

on~ a part o.f' our historic desti.lJ;y. The spiritual regeneration o.f' our people and 

o.f' manlcind is the historio mandate which was assigned to us by the prophets and aeera 

or our people. Nati nall1111 i alff1's a meanc, not an aid. The end is the ld.ngdaa 

ot God - the just aociety which men md nations must eatabliah upon earth, the om 

world community-, grounded in justice and peace, wherein men can live the abundant 



-1-

life and f'ulf'ill thameelvee as children ot God fashioned in His ima • This prophetic 

vision is the paramount contribution to the people of Israel to mankind. 

To the thoughtful Jew it must be clear th t there are no substitutes in Jewish 

life for religion. Nei t, philanthropy nor culture nor nationalism is adequate for 

the stress and challen of our lives. All these illte-rests can and must tind their 

righttnl. place within the general pattern of Judaism. But the pattern nnwt be Juda-
, . 

iE1111 the Judaism of the Torah, the S)'D&gogue, the JudaiSbl of the prophet, the saint, 

the mystic and the rabbi J the Judaism which speaks of God, the carmu111dlfiiit11 of God, 

and the quest of God. 

Bllth Judaism and its daughter religion, Clu-istianity, face today a camnon, ur­

gent task to defend a common heritage. Together they must build dikes against the 

flood or a ne7r barbarism hich is sweeping over our world. aterialisn, dictatorship, 

the tyranny or the st.ate or the class, the sutnergenc of the individual, the appall­

ing war machines which overshado international li:C , the breakdown of moral standards 

in th lives of individuals am in family life, t cheapeni~1g and brutG.lization of 

life generally - these are the challenges hich Jews who arr. faithful to the spiritual. 

traditions of' their people must lace. Together i th men of goodwill of all faiths 

they must make haste to coopente in organized et:t;,rta r,aka eecure tar the .tutur . 
the kind of' a civilization which oses. Isaiah• cah• and Jesus v:tdoDe".f.. 

It is in a troubled and insecure world that yolD'lg men ani wtaen live todq - a 

rrorld serious]¥ menaced by' catastrophe. Nnerthelees, there is a elorious possibil-

1 ty tor mankind to avert the threatening disaster ani to fashion a great new and 

noble aociet;J" hich lfi.11 lmow more o£ justice and f'reedan than 8JJ7 socaty 1n the past. 

The world needs taith and courage aid sacrificial 1079.lty'. Yo\lJlg Jews, especially 

those who have been advant gad by higher education, can DIC,l.lWIIIJ a great CCl'ltribution 

toward.a the solution or the problema of our dq and towards the raahionin ot thia 

new aooiety it the7 remain taith!\11 to the vision or their anceater1 which wu •to be 

witness to the people• and a light to the nationa•, to teach them haw •to cb just~, 

to love mercy, arxi walk lmmb~ w1 th their Ood" • / 




