
 
Abba Hillel Silver Collection Digitization Project 
Featuring collections from the Western Reserve Historical Society and 

The Jacob Rader Marcus Center of the American Jewish Archives 

 
 
  

Western Reserve Historical Society                 American Jewish Archives 
10825 East Boulevard, Cleveland, Ohio 44106 3101 Clifton Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220 
(216) 721-5722                                                 (513) 487-3000 
wrhs.org                                                         AmericanJewishArchives.org 

 
MS-4787: Abba Hillel Silver Papers, 1902-1989. 

Series V: Writings, 1909-1963, undated. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Reel     Box         Folder  
         183           68           757 
 
 

Madison Square Garden demonstration, 1948. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



• 

JEUISH l'TAll YETE-1.A:NS OF THE UlTIT]!) STATES 
50 lfost 77 Street 
llet·r York 24_, xr" Y. 
TRafalgar 3-2900 
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FOR REr,EASE: -tONDAY, 

ADDRESS OF DR. AB~ HIL!.iEL SIL VER, CHAIR-IAN 

OF THE AMERICA!{ SECTIOlT OF TH:m JEUISH AG:FltCY FOR PALESTINE AUD OF 

THE AllERICAN ZIOlHST »1ERGENCY COffiTCIL, AT THE !iASS DE-IOMSTRA.TIOM 

AND ?-IEtIORIAL SERVICE Ill l-IADISOH SQUAm: PARK FOLLOWn G THE PARADE 

OF VETERAl~S FOR PALESTrm - SUl!DAY • APRIL 4, 1948 

----
The President and the Secretary of State declare that they still favor 

partition as the correct solution for Palestine. llh:, • then, have they taken 

the initiative to have a Special Assembly of the UN convoked to revoke the 

action of the last Asse!!lbly which oven-,helminc;ly endoroed pa.rti tion? Is it 

because the Arabs have resisted it? Do the Presider..t and the Secretary of State 

believe that after a period of temporary trusteeshi J, such as they propose, the 

Arabs will come to accept :partition? On ,-1hat infonnation do they base such a 

belief? If trusteeship is not a substitute for partition. a.a they have declared, 

and the pennanent solution for ~alestine will still have to be found in partition, 

which ,-rill have to be enforced ,-.hen ever it tal:es place , what useful pull)ose is 
. ... 

served by indefinitely postponing the penlrutent solution and thus prolonging 

the period of uncertainty and strife in the Holy Land? 

If our Government has finally reached the cor.clusi on that it is prepared to 

join an international police force to mointain la,., and order in Palestine in 

connection with the setting-up of a. Ul trusteeship , ,-,hy is it unwilling to do so 

in connection with the ca.rl'7!ng-out of· the UH Plan for Partition? 

If the .American Government is stilJ committed to the partition solution, as 

it repeatedly declares, o.nd to the :principle that the Jewi,sh people of Palestine 

has a right to independence and sovereignty, ho,-, does its new proposal for 
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trusteeship advance ur ensure that objecti veT The American people have a right 

to receive a: ans,,,er to this question. In fact, this ansuer should have been 

• 
given before the u. s. Delegate to the Securl ty Council introduced the ne,-r resolu.-

tiom in the name of our Government. 

Every American citizen is deeply concerned in the defense of his country. 

Love of America end devotion to her traditions and institutions are deeply 

ingrained in the hearts of the Je,,s of America. You Je rl.sh War Veterans, \·rho 

have by the hundreds of thousands served American in two world wars, need not 

be told these elementary truths, nor do any politicians in Washington need to 

lecture you or the Amerio~ Jews generDlly on patriotic duties and responsibili• 

ties. You need take no leesons in .Americrn ;patriotism from Loy Henderson, Robert 

Lovett or James Forrestal, or from the oil lobbyists, uho h~ve been responsible 

for the shocking reversal of the American position. 

In these desperate times, the strength of our country lies first and fore

most in the confidence that the free nations of the world have in the integrity 

of our purposes and in our pledged word. Any suspicion of du:plici ty in our 

foreign policy and in unreliability in our promises serves to strengthen the 

diplomatic offensive against us all over the world. 'Ihis can hardly be balanced 

by the billions of dollars spent by us for aid in the various countries of Europe. 

Those Nho truly love America and believe in the high moral role of leadership 

which destiny has assigned to her in this cent 1ry, \'rlsh to see her integrity 

remain unimpeachable and ~er position unassnil ~~le by any su~picion of profit

seeking or :power politics. Time and again in the history of nations, yielding 

to a temporary expediency has resulted in incalculr..ble drunage to long-range and 

fundamental pUil)Oses and functi ons. Let any .Anerlcm inq_ui re tod~y cmong the 

members of the United IJ'ations, ar.d he ,-,ill learn to his great humiliation how 

badly our position has slunped ns the result of the anazing reversal of the 

United States on Palestine, which we sought to justify by so much legalistic 

(more) 
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ab:'tl.~z.dabra and such fallacious arguments. It is not yet too late for our beloved 

cou·.1try to ·~'J1do the mischief for which certain officials in Washington ~.re respon~'--

·0~.et) ~J. ther the Congress of the United States nor the American people uould 

approve of these machinations. \-ey should a little group of c~ns]?i rators be 

petmitted to lead our great country into a morass of duplicity, undermining our 

~restige in the world, shrudng the very foundations of the United l ations, and 

doing gr1a~ous wrong to a people which has been strugcling to ~gain freedom and 

independence in the ancient Lend of Isrnel? 

The Congress of the United States has tuice er.do reed the national aspirations 

of the Jewish pecple in Palestine. l3oth major politic al parties are on record in 

BUJ?POrt of the establishment of the Je,,rish Ccmnon,-,ee.lth in Palestine. Every 

President of the United States since President ,n1son ht.s endorsed it. The United 

Nations four months ego, ,-it'1 the fullest sur,port of our Govenunent, has likewise 

approved of it. .American Jewry continues to st d by the United l!aticns decision 

~l". ,.r111 net be tntimidated by the :prop e da of h conspirators \!ho wich to 

scuttle it. 

It is not yet too late for our country to ret rn from a lrunentable detour to 

the highway of a clear :pUl!)ose and a fine, consistent :position at the united 

Nations • . Our Government should re-e:ffim the poeition which it wisely took l a st 

November in favor of solving the Palestine problem th1~ou{;h partition" a position 

which the ~resident of the Ur.ited States and the Secretary of State endorsed and 

still endorseo 

0 
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Parade ith u d , n Fifth A ·enuc to dem n that the l 1ni t ·d ... ti n cci

sion on Pal ··stine be upheld and that the ol n1n pledges 111ade to the c ish 

people-and to the world- be redeemed. 

Th Time - Sunday, April 4th, at 9:00 A. 
The Pia e - F fth Avenue From 39th treet to Madi on quare Park 

w Y rk C "ty D I., N. H., M ., Vt. , N. J., P~., 

39th tree EST of Fifth Avenu Md., W hin ton 

Queens Cou y 
38th Street EAST of fifth Av nu 

39th Street EAST of Fifth Av nue Bronx County 

N. Y. State (except New York City), 
Ohio, Va., Conn., Mass , R. I. 

8th Street WEST of Fifth Avenue 

37th Street WEST of Fifth A enue 

Kings County 
37th Street EAST of Fifth Avenue 

h w ur lidaric ·ith the emb ttl d J ' of P le tine 

b ' turning out to ·atch the parade and b joining in the ur t 

MASS DEMONST TION and MEMORI L 
beginning at 11 :30 A. . at MADISON SQUARE 

.p he ~ l.;ruJe 
-- Senator OWEN BREWSTER (R. l\Ie) 

r. AB LEL ILVER 
Brig. Gen. JULIU KLEI 

Rep. CHET HOLIFIELD (D. CaliL) 
Col JOHN J. BENNETT 

~lemorial en.ice o P le ·tine::' H eroic D ead led b~ 

Rabbi JOSEPH H. LOOKSTEIN 

AMERICA S HONOR IS AT STAKE. LET'S PRESERVE IT! 
JE I H WAR VETERA S of the U !TED ST ATES 

50 W st 77th Stre t, Nt v York, N. Y. 




