
 
Abba Hillel Silver Collection Digitization Project 
Featuring collections from the Western Reserve Historical Society and 

The Jacob Rader Marcus Center of the American Jewish Archives 

 
 
  

Western Reserve Historical Society                 American Jewish Archives 
10825 East Boulevard, Cleveland, Ohio 44106 3101 Clifton Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220 
(216) 721-5722                                                 (513) 487-3000 
wrhs.org                                                         AmericanJewishArchives.org 

 
MS-4787: Abba Hillel Silver Papers, 1902-1989. 

Series V: Writings, 1909-1963, undated. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Reel     Box         Folder  
         183           68           759 
 
 

The rebirth of Israel, 1948. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



May 14, 1948 

The decision has been taken. The Je,-ish peoJ)le have kept their an11ointment 
t-1ith history-. The Je -,ish State, the dream of twenty centu1·ies of homeless 
wandering, is today a re li ty. 

Summoned into exis t ence by the ur~ent need of the Je ·ish people, the Je,-ish 
State has been fashioned by that peo11le 's creativeness, built by its labor and 
sacrifice, defended and made secure by its blood. 

It was lobical that the a:-:pira.ti.on of the M 1dn.te in Palestine would be 
followed by the fulfillm 0nt of the rt.ir, d_ te's hi eh p1rpose~ tl1e tr[nsformn.tion 
of the Je,-:ish lfo.tional Homeland into a sove10-~ ".n Jcl.,ish State1:1 It was equitable 
that the two pecples living in Pale tine s~ tc11ld eo.c1

1 be affomEd the opportunity 
to achieve independence and self-dcte1111ination. Lo3ic and equi t,r dictated the 
decision of the United U:.'..tions. 

:But it rem ined for the Je1 ·s t he selves to im lement that decision. ·fhen 
the United Nations, put to a crj tlcal test of its efficacy and authority, fal­
tered and en.pi tulated to t e co m t,el of convenlence nd t h e intiraid~tion of 
lm·1lessness, the Jews were abandoned to their own fate. It wn.s for them -- and 
them clone -- to decld e .&;heir fut u ·e11 Hi story ha. t&.t1 .-l t that freedom is never 
besto,-,ed. It must be ,1on. It han been wo"1 • 

.-!e Jews who live in America have been fated to witness the darkest and 
the brightest moments in Je,·ish history6 But a f w years go, ,-:e ,-,ere helpless 
spectators of rui unrest rained madness which brou1:;it agony 1nd death to our 
people. An enfeebled ,orld, its con cien.ce blunted by compromise, ,-ms "eized 
with :paralysis and pennitted Hitler to destro .. 6,0C'O,OCO Je,·s -- onc--third of 
our people. Our pleas cmd vrotests 1-:ere i1 vo1n11 nothing was left to us but 
to hope that there might arise from this fri.ghtfll] ness a new Jewish people, 
secure in the exercise of its own nationnl , .11., safe on its 0,111 national soil. 

Today, we may give thanks tho.t ,-ie have been spared to witness the reali zaa 
tion of that hope. In the expression of our grati tuoe, •·e must be conscious 
that ,-,e stand. but at the be6 im ing 'There is much to bP- done -- ouch that we 
munt do. 

The Je,..Ji.sh State must translate Je ·1ish precept into action. The :prophetic 
teach· ngs must come alive in a progressi.ve der.10cracy whose exrunple will shine 
throughout the l.-orld. 

The people that has been a rninori ty everY1·1herc 1.n the ,~orld for twenty 
centuries, t hnt has suffered the d: sabili ties of minority status, nou has an 
opportunity to demonstrate that discrimination is n scourJe that must and can 
be stamped o,:i.to The Arab minority in the Jewish State ,1ill be granted complete 
equality of opportunity. 

It was. in ancient Israel that the sages preached the Gold.en Rule. The 
Je,·rish State must practice it. It ,-Jill be a good neigpbor. It uill ,-,ork w1 th 
the surrounding Arab States to advonce the interests of ~11. Granted :peace, it 
will strive earnestly to secure 1 t. 
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~e people that ha raclaimed n barren lan 0nd l-ias mo.de the deso.2t loom 
like a rose ,-,ill uild a state ,,.hicll "ill seek ab dance for a_;_l its '_fJCo:ple .. 
It will not er ate monopoli ... tic ,-,ealth by artificial restric ionn on c: ~?ucit~, 
and !)roductivity> It -,ill rai"'e the s-..,2ndr1rd"" of all its pE::ople , 

ihe people that has been t1e victim of every agercssion end the tarG~t of 
every tyrcnt will make itself secure.. It ,-1ill need \-.ec ons to defend i tsE'lf . 
But its strongest weapo 1 ,-,ill be thn.t which achieved its triumph in the hours 
of its creation, its ur_defeated spirit, the love of its lund and the ,.-.rill to 
die, if eeds be, in its own defen~e, 

Tne people of the Book, restore to its nat~.ve land, ,,ill build a state 
that ,-,ill be the instrunent of its cultural renarcence~ On its Olm soil once 
again, Tev,ish culture ,-,ill rise une ,. Herr, c~ in nncient days, the Jettlsh 
people '1ill be free to rneKe its fu.l Jest co.: tribuiion to civilization, 

:Emerging into· stateho0d ns a conseriue1J.ce of enli r:-htened f?ction by the •rorld 
community, tl:e Je1.•1. h peop'J.e ,-ill seek to •~tren~the"1 thvt community In its 
relations ,-,i th other stnten, the Jm·1ish State ,-ill be guided aluE>ys by the 
intere 0 ts of the United atio1so It ,-,ill seel admission to that body r.nd in 
its deliberations it ,-ill record it judgment as a free and independent state, 
orientated alw''YS to the. Uni tea. : c:: tions ana to the United nations alone" 

l!i th fidelity to the Charter of the U1.i ted -;ations, the Jeui ~h State will 
strive for ,-:orld peace and cooperc-.tion. 
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.By Dr.Apba Hillel Silver 

. . 

_. The decision-has been taken_ .. :· The Jewish pe?ple have 
k~pt their appointment witb history . . 

The Jewish State, the dream of twenty centuries of 
homeless wandering, is a. reality. 

. . 

••, , 

Summoned into existenc~ by th~ urgent need of the Jewish 
people-, t he Jewish State has ·been fashioned by that people's 
creativeness, built by its labor aµ.d ~acrif~ce, defended and made 
secure by its blood. . 

It was logical that tte expiration .of the Mandate in 
Palest ine would be followed by tpe ~ulfillment of the Mandate's 
purpos.e , the transformation of the Jelr(i~h National Homeland into 
·a sovereign Jewish State. It was _equitable that the two peoples 
living in P&lestine should each be afforded the opportunity to 
achieve independence and self-determination. Logic and equity 
dictated the decision of the United Nations. 

' . • ." ··.~ :· ~ . . . 
.... ·But it remained for th,e Jews t _hemselves to implement 

that decision. When the United ~atio~, . put t o a critical test 
of.. its .eff-icacy and authority, .faltered and capitulated to t.he 
counsel of convenience and the intimidat ion of lawlessness, the 
Jews were abandoned to their own fate. It was for them - and them 
alone - to decide their future,. · History has taught .. ~hat freedom 
is never bestowed. It must be won. It has been -won. . .. . . 

• , ·:- "\ r.• 
~ # • • ' 

We Jews who live in ~e~ica have been fated to witness ··~ ~ . .. 
the darkest and the brightest moments in Jewish h~stOI'.Y• But a 
few years ago, we were helpl~ss spectators of an unrestrained 
madness which brought agony and deatn to. our peopl~. An enfeebled 
world, its conscience blunted by compromise, was seized with 
paralysis ,and permitted -.Hitler to. destroy 6,-000,000 Jews - one-, .. 
thi~d of: our people . . ()\1.r pleae. and protests ·were in.vain. Nothing 
was left to us but to hope that there might arise from this fright­
fulness a new Jewish people, secure in the exercise of its own 
national will, safe on its own national soil. 

Today, we may give thanks that we have been spared to 
witness the realization of that hope. In the expression of our 
gratitude, we must be conscious that we stand but at the beginning. 
There is much to be done - much that we must do. 

The Jewish State must translate Jewish precept into action. 
The prophetic teachings must come alive in a progressive democracy 
whose example will shine throughout the world. 

- 15 -

C" ,.,J 7(: - Sf"' 



( I • • t • 

The people that has •.been a minority : everywhere in the 
world for twenty centuries, that has suffered the disabilities of 
minority status, now has an opportunity to demonstrate that dis­
criminat ion is a scourge that must and ¢an be stamped out. The 
Arab minority in·-the. Jewish State will be granted complete 
equality of opportunity. 

It was in ancient Israel that the sages preached the 
Gol-de.n .RuJ.e. . The-. J·ewish State':.must. practice· it. It will be a 
good neighbor. It will work.with the surrounding Arab States to 
advance the interests of all. Granted peace, it will strive 
earnestly to secure · it·, · '~·· • 

The people that has reclaimed a barren land and has made 
the desert bloom like· a rose ·will ·build a State which will seek 
abunqance for· all its people. It will not create ·monopolistic 
wealth by artificial restrictions on capacity and .. :productivity. 
It will raise the standards of all its people. !· , • • 

. The ·· l)eople::tha.t has been the victim· of every aggression 
and the target of every tyrant will make itself secure. It will 
need wee.pons· to .defend itself. But ita : atrongest weapoi:i will be 
that which achieved its ·trium11h in the hours of its creation·, its 
undefea:ted :ep~r.it, the love of ita ·land -and the ·will to die,· if . 
needs be, • i~ it~ ·awn .defense. . ... • • : : • 

.... -

The people of the Book, restored to its native land, 
wilL build :a . Stat~ ~tha.t will be the instrument ·of .its cultural 
re1;1a$cence .- • On .1 ts mm soil • once again·, Jewish culture wi11 rise 
anew. Here, as in -ancient days, the Jewish people wiil ' be free 

V to make ite ·fullest· :contribution ·to civilizat-ion. • ·~ .; 

. . • 

.. . 
' . • .L • . . . . 

: .Emerging into· st·at'eliood .as a consequence of enlightened 
action by the world commun~ty~ 1the Jewish peopl~ ·will seek tb 
strengthen that community. In its relations with other states, 
1,µe: Je:wis_h State will be: guided( always -by the interests of ~he 
United, Nations. In lts. de'liberations 1n··t,ha.t body it 't.,11i record 
its judgment as a , free :and independent· State·,. ·oriented aiways ~to 

. -the .United Nations and ;.to the Unit'ed Nations· alone. .., ' 
. ; • l 

. • With· fidelity :t ·o. the C~rtei--· 'or 'the United Nations,·' :.:. 
the .;Jewish State will · strive for -world· peace and' •cooperation. •• 

~ . . . • 
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