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May 14, 1948

STATELENT BY DR. 534 HILLEL SILVER

on ?nocLyg_T/mN 0T JEWISH SPATE

The decision has been taken. The Jevish people have kept their anpointment
vith history. The Jewvish State, the dream of twenty centuries of homeless
wandering, is today a reality.

Summoned into existence by the urgent need of the Jewish people, the Jewish
State has been fachioned by that people's ereativeness, built by its labor and
sacrifice, defended and mede secure by its bdlood,

It was logical that the erpiration of the Mandate in Palestine would be
followed by the fulfillment of the Mundute's high purpose, the tronsformation
of the Jewish National Homeland into a soveroisn Jewish State. It was equitable
that the two pecples living in Palestine shenld each be affowmied the opportunity
to achieve independence and selfedetemmination, Logic and equity dictated the
decision of the United Nations,

But it remained for the Jews themselves to implement that decision. lhen
the United Nations, put to a eritical test of its efficacy ond authority, fale
tered and capitulated to the counsel of convenience and the intimidation of
lawlessness, the Jews were atandoned to their own fates It was for them =- and
them zlone -~ to-decide their futwre, History has taught that freedom is never
bestowed. It must be won. It has been won.

le Jews vho live in America have been fated to witness the darkest and
the brightest moments in Jevish history. But a few years ago, we were helpless
spectators of an unrestrained madness wvhich brought agony snd death to our
peoples An enfeebled vorld, its conscience blunted by compromise, was seized
with paralysis and pemmitted Hitler tb destroy 6,000,000 Jevs -- one=third of
our peoples Our pleas =nd protests were in vain., Nothinz was left to us but
to hope that there might arise from this frightfulness a new Jewish people,
secure in the exercise of its own national vill, safe on its own national soil.

Today, ve may give thanks that we have been spared to witness the realizam
tion of that hopes In the expression of our gratitude, we must be conscious

that we stand but at the beginuings There is much to be done ==~ much that we
must do.

The Jewish State must translate Jewish precept into action. The prophetic
teachings must come alive in a progressive democracy vhose example will shine
throughout the world.

The people that has been a minority everyvhere in the world for tventy
centuries, that has suffered the disabilities of minority status, nov has an
opportunity to demonstrate that discrimination is a scourgze that must and can
be stamped out. The Arzb minority in the Jewish State will be granted complete
equality of opportunity,

It was in ancient Israel that the sages preached the Golden Rules The
Jewvish State must practice it. It will be a zood neighbor. It will work with
the surrounding Arab States to advance the interests of oll. Grented peace, it
will strive earnestly to secure ite
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The people that has reclaimed o barren land and has made the desert bloom
like 2 rose will build a stabte which will seek abundance for ail its ‘veoplea
It will not create monopolistic wealth by ertificial restrictions on capacity
and productivity, It will raise the stendords of all its people.

The people that has been the vietim of every aggression and the target of
every tyrant will make itself secure. It will need weapons to defend itself,
But its strongest wespon will be that which achieved its triumph in the hours
of its creation, its undefeated spirit, the love of its land and the will to
die, if needs be, in its own defense.

The people of the Book, restored to its native land, will build a state
that will be the instrument of its cultural renzscence. On its own so0il once
again, Jewish culture will rise ane. Here, 2s in ancient daye, the Jewvish
people will be free to meke its fuliest contribution to civilization,

Imerging into statehood as a consequence of enlichtened action by the world
community, the Jevish people will seek to strengthen thet community., In its
relations with other states, the Jewish State will be guided always by the
intereets of the United Nations. It will seek admission to that body and in
its deliberations it will record its Judgment as a free and independent state,
orientated always to the United Hotions and to the United Nations alonee

Vith fidelity to the Charter of the United Hations, the Jewish State will
strive for world peace and cooperation.
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By Dr. Abba Hillel Silver

‘;The decision has been taken. The Jewish peqple have
kept their appointment with history.

The Jewish State, the dream of twenty centuries of
homeless wandering, is a reality.

Summoried into existence by the urgent need of the Jewish
people, the Jewish State has been fashioned by that people's
creativeness, built by its labor and sacrifice, defended and made
gsecure by its blood. x

. It was logical that the expiration of the Mandate in
Palestine would be followed by the fulfillment of the Mandate's
purpose; the transformation of the Jewish National Homeland into
a sovereign Jewish State. It was equitable that the two peoples
living in Palestine should each be afforded the opportunity to
achieve independence and self-determination. Logic and equity
dictated the decision of the United Nations. ’

But it remalned for the Jews themselves to implement )<,
thet deClSlon. When the United Nations, put to a critical test
of its efficacy and authority, faltered and capitulated to the
counsel of convenience and the intimidation of lawlessness, the
Jews were abandoned to their own fate. It was for them - and them
alone - to decide their future, - History has taught that freedom
is never bestowed. It must be won. It has been won.

We Jews who live in America have been fated to witness
the darkest and the brightest moments in Jewish hlstory. But a
few years ago, we were helpless spectators of an unrestrained
madness which brought agony and death to our people. An enfeebled
world, its conscience blunted by compromise, was seized with
paralysis .and permitted .Hitler to destroy 6,000,000 Jews - one-
third of our people. .Our pleas and protests were in vain. Nothing
was left to us but to hope that there might arise from this fright-
fulness a new Jewish people, secure in the exercise of its own
national will, safe on its own national soil.

Today, we may give thanks that we have been spared to
witness the realization of that hope. In the expression of our
gratitude, we must be conscious that we stand but at the beginning.
There is much to be Aone - much that we must do.

The Jewish State must translate Jewish precept into action,
The prophetic teachings must come alive in a progressive democracy
whose example will shine throughout the world.




The people that has'been a minority: everywhere in the
world for twenty centuries, that has suffered the disabilities of
minority status, now has an opportunity to demonstrate that dis-
crimination is a scourge that must and can be stamped out. The
Areb minority. in-the: Jewish State will be granted complete
equality of opportunity.

It was in ancient Israel that the sages preached the
Golden -Rule. The Jewish State-must practice it. It will be a
good neighbor. It will work with the surrounding Arab States to
advence the interests of all. Granted peace, it will strive
earnestly to secure'it. o y ILHESG PR .

The people that has reclaimed a barren land and has made
the desert bloom like a rose will ‘build a State which will seek
abundance for all its people. It will not create monopolistic
wealth by artificial restrictions on capacity and productivity.'
It will raise the standards of all its people.

. The -people::that has been the victim of evVery aggression
and the target of every tyrant will make itself secure. It will
need weapons to. defend itself. But its stiongest weapon will be
that which achieved its triumwh in the hours of its creation, its
undefeated :spirit, the love of its land and the will to die, if
needs be, in its own defense..~a‘v-

The people of the Book, restored to its native land,

will build 'a.State.that will be the instrument of its cultural
renascence+ On .its own soil once agein, Jewish culture will rise
anew. Here, as in ancient days, the Jewish people will be free
LU "to make itse- fullest-contribdtion to civilization. ‘
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. Emerging into Statehood -a8 a consequence of enlightened
action by the world community, :the Jewish people will seek to
strengthen that community. In its relations with other states,
the Jewish State will be guided always by the interests of the
United Nations. In its deliberations in”that body it will record
its judgment as a. free ‘and independent State, oriented always to

-.the United Nations and: to the United Natione alone.

With fidelity to the Charter of the United Nations, i
the Jewish State will strive for world peace and ‘cooperation. |






