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SO?.IE PARAGRAPHS FROM THE ADmESS 
BY DR. ABBA HILLEL SILVER OF THE TEMPLE, CLEVELllD, 

ON THE OCCASION OF THE CHURClDIA.N AWARD TO BE GIVE! TO 
BISHOP G. BROMLEY 0 

FEBRUARY' 2.3, 1949 

I regard it as a high privile to jo the lilB.1'J1 .&iends and &dmirere 0£ 

Bishop OXnam on the occasion o:f s rece1vin the Amlual Churchmen d ror 

bis contribut-ion to ~tion of goodwill and better understanding among 

~~~~~~-~ 
all peopl!es. /\ sal ___,.....,..,....... rican, 

tul servant 0£ ~ ty 

I take it that thee 

calling must devote themaelves if they are to be :raithtul to the inspiration 

and challeng t their religious tradition which, in the case or Jen and 

CbriS'tians, stem tram 

ot the Bible. 

I take it t 

C#l)t of an inevitable and irre~ssib 

spiritual and ethical teaching, 

nth 
<\"l-s--·r, 

~ ........ , ha nav r accepte tl c 

connict bet.we 

races 1n spite of surf'aoe indications to the contrary. Atblmrt the dark and 
• I 

~ a econcilabilities o! systems and ic.eologies, the spirit of religio 

( belitnilt,~steadt tq the light ot reconciliation. It took no sides, except the 

aide or God. Is it real.J.T to the best interests 0£ manlc1nd that religion, too, 

should in our dq take aides violentq with the East or the West and contribute 

to our religiou inspirations if e tty to act a bridge of understanding 

be en groupe ot nations se king to interpret one to the other, calling :Ila each 

to repentance when their wqa are not the way of God? (4,nd pleadtng unrremittingq 



a-s the prophet of old plaadeda •Have not all one father? Hath not ona God 

~ted us all? - do we deal treacherous]T, every man against hie brothar?fl 

I conoe 3 that :1n an atomic age and in the kind o! a orld in which we 

live, this eeE~ms cy na1: • But very great moral te ohin ol our religions 

and eve17 utterance or Ltosea, Isai or Jesus appears ins~ :naiv, aiiainst 

the background ot th very 1.nvol d am soph1stioatA9d real:,,olitik of the highly 

practical s ta n wbieh have twice within our ill time burled our 1r0rld into 

• I it, too, that it i not our duty a spokesmen of religion to align 

ourael'V1 ·fd·th a propaganda for one 

Our religion hava n ver aaked of us 

against another. 

involve ourselvaa in economic dogmatillDl. 

Organized li.gion o n-rTnt:--hs,,r-.r!"nn L"""'""...,.... ~-'"-al~• .c ion ex:18ti.,g econcmd.o 

orders in spi of th i ane imaginary order which 

might tail n to appr·~~~ .... ~_,, .,, ...... L., Church 

and t 

ciples which ch ag must challenged to ,ork inoo such a syntom as will best 

tits --Im) n eds. ther it b Capitalism, Soc1allsm, or COlmtIUni , 

the are basic p oip 

in eacll, and t Church and Synagogue st under all c d1t1ons 

de.Lend these ideals fa. .. 'Which no syatem :ts adequate guarantee. 

in free to 

itber the ru]At 

o£ king* peq,le or proletariat is sut.fioient insurance against a.bu ot l)Olrer-

exploitation or 

Th re 

and the defeat or the apirltual promises of human life. 

:-eat evils in our demo 
~~~, 

ls in the Soviet sy 

o! l1g1on 1 not to align mankind tor or against ona or the other, but to a... 

aist both in eliminating their rr:ta-l wakne sea am in perfecting tha1J1:•11ta. 

strengths. 



~ '-t) --tit .n,.x_ _ _y.,---, .. ~ ' j .... \.aJ _,,., 

I~, .... --~--3- L ': ~ uJb- - • 

! take it fin~ that as spokesman or relig1on, -we are opposed to war and f • 
the war machineo f "Tba evils of Tlhioh we suffer cannot be done any with b.r war. 

The long debate 'ffllich will contimle tor generations on a1 thorit7 versus .t.raecbm, 

on social controls to insure econazd.e secur1 ty -versus constitutic?nal liberties 

to protect the individual will not be settled l>,' the atoad.c bomb. Regional ee-, . 

curity- pacts and armament races have al1ra:ys led to war - ilOt to peace. 

It is only throUgb. tbe very patient and beartbreald.ngq slow processes of 

working together, through such available agencies as the orgm1s ot the united 

Nations, that nations mq .find their ,nv- ultima;eq through the labyrinth ot 

suspicion, tear and hatred to the open fields of cooperation and peace. 

It is because the man whom yQU have chosen to honor this evening, Bishop 

Go Branley Omam, has in 1111' judgment ,..,.'ff"Asented in his consecrated 11.fe • s min-

istr;y these ;-no pm-po'ID re?o 

evening to pq meed tr§~ o 

·~ 




