*x

AMERICAN JEWISH
ARCHIVES
R

Abba Hillel Silver Collection Digitization Project

Featuring collections from the Western Reserve Historical Society and
The Jacob Rader Marcus Center of the American Jewish Archives

MS-4787: Abba Hillel Silver Papers, 1902-1989.
Series V: Writings, 1909-1963, undated.

Reel Box Folder
183 68 769

New York Federation of Reform Synagogues, 1949.

Western Reserve Historical Society American Jewish Archives
10825 East Boulevard, Cleveland, Ohio 44106 3101 Clifton Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220
(216) 721-5722 (513) 487-3000

wrhs.org AmericanJewishArchives.org



FROM THE ADIRESS OF DRe ABBA HILLEL SILVER
OF THE TEMPLE, CLEVELAND, OHIO
DELIVERED BEFORE THE MEW YORK FEDERATION OF REFORM SYNAGOGUES
THURSDAY EVENING, MAY 19, 19L9

The profound meaning of Jewish history lies in Judaism, The destiny of owr
people is linked with the progressive establishment of the good society on earth, in
accordance with the ethical and spiritual principles of our prophetic religion, The
historic Jewish commmnity inside and outside of Israel has today, as in the past, the

mandate and the privilege of carrying on this work,

The establishment of the State of Israel has in no way diminished this primary
and contimuing obligation and opportunity of Jewish life., It has contributed a larger
measure of secwrity and confidence to Jewish life, and therefore, has brightened the
prospects for a spiritual renascence among our people., What has been tragically ab=-
normal in Jewish experience through the centuries -~ national homelessness -~ has now
been rectified, Upon surer foundations the world Jewish cammunity of tomorrow will
be able to build a more affirmative religious cultural life, and perhaps recapture re=
volutionary religious leadership in the world which twice in the past remolded civile
ization,

The establislment of the State of Israel was an act of historic necessity for
our people, but it does not represent the consumation of Jewish destiny, Our des-
tiny is linked up with the establishment of the Kinpdom of God on earth, Owur ancient
prophets preached this during the first and the second commormealths, Owr prophets
of tomorrow will preach it dwring the third commormwealth, Our people were the first
in olden days to proclaim the unity of Cod and the unity of mankind, We, their des-
ocendants, must be among the first today in the battle for this spiritual vision of
human life, Vlomstimpinourpoophwiththonmwo‘ntfofﬂwhim
faith to join with all men of good will in the courageous attad: upon all that dis-
figures life today and keeps man firom his divine patrimony = upon poverty, upon the
economic insecurity of the masses, upon corruption and social privilege, upon the war
machine and chauvinism, upon race arrogance and exploitation,
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Translated into concrete terms, it means replenishing the spiritual and reli-
glous reserveirs of Jewish life - the gynagogue, the religious shool, the academies,
the centers of Jewish learning and scholarship, For years now the Jewish communities
of the world, other than those, of course, which were destroyed or ravaged Ly war and
persecution, had to give priority to works of relief, physical rescue and the recon-
struction of the State of Israel, luch of this work will have to continue into an
unpredictable future, Certainly there still remains the wrgent and compelling need
for taking care of the hundreds of thousands of refugees who are seeking a home in

Israsl,

But even while this work is going on, and certainly as the wrgency and pressure
of that work diminishes, as we hope it will with the years, increasingly our energies
and our resources should be poured into the permanent and positive spiritual and cul=-
tural institutions and enterprises of Judaism, We must begin to think again in terms

of the total picture of Jewish life, both geographically and historically, M1lions
of Jews will live in Israel in the days to comej millions more will live outside of
Terael, It is the religion of Judaism which will unite them, not any political bonds,
Judaism kept our people inside and outside of Palestine together as one religious
fellowsh'p in the past although they were politically umelated, For the sale of the
Jews the world over, for the emrichment of theiyr own lives, and for their effective
contribution to the progress of the countries in which they are citigens, and for
hastening the day of the Kingdom, it is imperative that we begin to powr again owr
creative thinking, our substance and our energies into the institutions of Jewish rep
ligious life,

The 5,000,000 Jews of the United States owe it to themselves, to their children
and to this great and beloved country of which they are proud and loyal citizens to
make Judaism as beautiful, meaningful and dymamic as possible in their lives and in
the total life of Mmerican democracy,
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