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IO DD. SS 
DJ COi.JiE1,10R TION er THE FJRST A .I 
OF T ESTABLISffi.:E T OF P.E S':1F.TE OF :i:SRAEL 

The Jew3 f the rorld vdll celebrate this crnning Wed·1esday, Iay 4th, t.he 

first an11iversary of the establishnent of the State 0..1. 1s1a 1 . In this they vrlll 'e 

joi ed, I am sure, by no11-Jewish friends everyvrhcre vrho , throughout. he long s.1.rng~le 

to :~ecsta.blish the Jewish State , gave it their sympathetic unde standing and loyal 

SUFport . 

1 had the honor to announce the establis~u:-1€:r:t of the State of Israel to the 

Political Committee of the GenerD.l Assembly of the United Nations on the day that .:.t 

•ras proclaimed in Israel. After reading the proclamation, I stated: 11 ... he Je~r.:.sr ... 

State , in setting out upon its ca=eer , js co scious of tle any ~rave rroblems fore-

56en or anticipated, which confront it. It prayerfully cp peals , therefore , to all 

freedom-lov'i.ng peo les and , especially, to thc::,e who gav8 their fullest endorsement 

to the establishment of the Jewi i St;:1 te a few mon ,hs go, to gi .. ,e a fuJl measure of 

their support and of their strengthening to this n 1r -st republic established by this , 

the most ancic t of peopl2A; The Jewish State will strive to be wort:y of th confi

dence w.1ich has been plz.ce.d in it by t11e nations of the -rrorld , a1 d vrill endeavor to 

realize , as far as it is humanly possible , those prophetic ideas of j1stica, brother-

1ood, peace and democracy which • ere first procla • d by the people of Israel in that 

very lan n 

The establishment of the St-9.te of Israel last Mey .-rar for the Je ish eople 

an historic act of incon parable gr2r.deur , the maje. tic climax of a profound millenia.l 

drama . Tl e hope of the centuries vras finally re?.lized. T' e faith which sustained 

them through the long, weary years was proudly vindicate . The people that had so of

ten been consigned to death had risen frora its :immemorial crucifixion and had returne 

to sovereign national life . uite naturally there was E;reat rejoicing in their hear~s . 

And when, within a few sho • minutes after the proclm!lation of the establishment of 

the state , the government of the United states granted that State de facto recog ition, 
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an act which was before log to be the forerunner of sirrJ.lar acts of r~co
0
n5.tion on 

the ... art of more than fifty states, the hearts of Americen Jew·rs vere i1led ·with pride 

and gratitude to their belo· ed count:j• bee t'.se of this historic and decisive act ol 

suppo t . The ol est and strongest republic on earth ha1 reached out a helping hand 

The year which has elapsed since that memorable day y, a.::: never wanting in the 

sustai.ning hopefulness of that eat pol·tical achievement , but it ·was also not with

out its hnr struggles and. bitter fiehting for the new Stat of Israel. Pn.lest.lne ·ras 

almost innnem.ately invaded by the armies of five neighboring Arab states . Severe 

fiehtine ensued. Tel Aviv a rl other centers were bombed. The Jevrish quarter in the 
. 

Old City of Jerusalem was destroye • The Ne~ Cjty of Jerusalem was besieged and J.most 

starved into surrender. It did no~ surrender . Numerous Jffnish settlements were at

tacked. Many lives were lost. The United Nations was povrerle ss to restrai.. n the in

vaders who had resolved by vi lence to alter the decision of th t international bo 

The successive 

truces ordered by the Security Council of the United. ro.tic~1s did not halt the fight

ing. It was on the battlefield that the final decision had to 'oo re2ched, and it was 

reached. The fighting Jevdsh forces , though poorly equipped and hampered in every 

way by the .andatory regime prior to its termination from organizing and equipping 

nevertheless fought ·with a valor , a skill, and a resoluteness ·which decimrely dis

comfited and de~eated all the invading armies. So th~t today, on the eve or the first 

~nnjvers~J, an armistice has been 

ing ab 3tate s with the exceptio1 

established betv:een Isra3l an 
0\--\. ~~-------

of Syria Wft8ti..l~a cease-fire 

" 

neighbor-

There is no more fighting in Palestine. Final peace negotiations are at this very 

moment being carried on at a peace conference in Lausanne , Switzerland, between the 

representatives of the go ernment of Israel and the neighboring Arab states . An old 
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adage has again been proven right: Freecbm is never given. It is always wo.:1, and 

the price is often very high. The Israeli paid a very hiGh price in blood an v,ar 

casualties for the privi)_e ._e of becoming free and inc'ependen • 

But the Israeli spent their firs year , not merely in defensive fighting for 

freedom and survival . They set up the machinery of a ne, state , the complete apparatus 

of self- government . They helu their first general election for a con3t:tuent assembJy. 

They elected their President, appointed their m.::.nisters , and got their government and 

their services i'unctioning smoothly and vii thout friction . The Israeli published to 

the mr1d the draft of tho constitution of new state . It j s a model of the most 

advanced democratic conceptions of government , grounded in the classic spiritual teach

ings of economic justice , brotherhood, and equality of the ancient prophets of Israel. 

The dignity of man and his unalienabla rights are proclaimed. JTo discrilr..ination what

soever between Jew and non-Jew in Israel, betlvee races , creeds and the sexes is tol

erated in the basic law of this secular, non- theocratic state . 'rl1e Bill of Rights of 

the Constitution of the United States and the exal ed doctrines of human freedom of 

our ueclaration of Independence are in essence faithfully reflected in the const:tu

tion of thG nevr State of Israel. 

Se ond only to the historic political achieve~ent of the p&st year has been 

the air.a.zing social achievement in terms of the rescuing of tens of thousands of home

less refugees and of brj nging them into the country ~d i : ng them a nevr life and a 

new hope . Since last ay nearly 200, 000 Jews have cone .i.n o Israel the var- r avage , 

the canp earied, the men , women and children who had alke:d for years the broken 

highvrays of hopeless wandering ac oss the face of Europe . They finally found sanctu

cry on~ their ovm people in their o n land. They are pouring into the country at 

this very moment at the rate of a thousand a day . I know of no comparab]e saga in all 
r, 

the history of the migrations of peoples where so many "W'8~!1l'-!iwv·nesperately ~IN6i the 

shelter of so little a country in so short a time . I~rael is rapidly emptying the 
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D. P. camps of Europe and solving a problem rhich all the powerful nations of the 

This most welcome , large- scale Je1tlsh innnigration into Israel has , however , 

imposed most severe economic burdens upon the young state . The cost involved in the 

transportation , reception, housing and resettlement of these innnierants runs into the 

hundreds of millions of dollars a year . The young republic is exerting itself to the 

utmost to meet this situation. The Israeli are heavily taxing themselves and are sub

mitting to severe austerity measures to meet the sltuation. Je,rs throughout the 

,;orld have been assisting generously to help transport antl care for 

grants , but much greater assistance is needed, and ever rone hopes that it vtlll be 

forthcoming . Of all the prohlen:s which confront the new st te on this , its first an

niversary, none is as severe and as urgent as this problem of ir.rnigration 

There are other problems which confront the ne i stat.13 . No permanent peace 

has as yet been sifned. The boundaries of the count h ve not yet been fixed. The 

final status of Jerusalem still rem.2ins to be dete ·ned. The State of Israel is in 

favor of guarantees to safeguard the holy places which are sacred to the three eat 

religions of m ....... ,~ ...... d , and .a::~~~~~,i 

'-/l 
(~~~ internationalization O 

to them. The United Nations UA. " 

difficulties invol red in implement-

ing such an arrangement , especially as regards adequate military force , are becoming 

increasingly evident . The United Natio~s failed to provide forte prot ction of the 

City against siege , attack and bombardment last year following its decision to inter-

nationalize it Perhaps the solution lies in international supervision of the imm -

ity of the sacred places . The President of the st~te of Israel, Dr. Chaim Wei~mann, 

spearl.ng the other dcff for the State of Israel, pledged : "To insure ull sec ity for 

r ligious institutions ~n the exercise of their !'unctions , to ~nt the supervision 

of the holy places by those lho hold them sacred, and to encourage and accept the full

est international safegu rds and controls for their immunity and protectinn. 11 
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The problem of the ab re.:'ugees 1ho }eft their homes in Israel during the 

p 0 r i o of the war is a serious social problem ·Jhic . has g.:_ en gre t ~oncern to the 

Strite of Isra 1 as well s to the .Arab peopl s arrl tc the member s of the United JTat.:.ons . 

The state of Israel has indicated time and again its readiness to cooperate i any 

practical scheme for the perrnanent sclution of this problem. The suggestior. for the 

resettlement of most of these refQgees vrith proper assistance in neighboring Arab 

countries prepared for their reception, through a voluntary scheme of population 

transfer , has bee:i gaj nin ~ favor i.vi responsible circles . Ex- President Hoover has been 

an advocate of sor.ie 3uch plan for so:-rE time . !1There vras tirE , " -rrote 1Ts . Eleen or 

Ro~oe\·eJ.t recentl r , "when perhaps the best solution wo 11 h3.1 re been for these people to 

return to Israel. Hov ever , now wl th the great influx of Jewish • _'Tligra ion from c.. rus 

and central Europe , t!1e Arabs probably Trill be ½etter off if the f L .. ds aJ.rea~r in han 

are used to resettle them in some of the Arab coun "ies -rherc there ar8 vacant la.rids 

t:1 t need _ eople to TI"orl: the • tr 

Tle gravity and urgency of the problem is ot leing o7erlooked by t:-ie lea ers 

tl.. 
in the State of Israel who have a.lways advoca.ted ~ policy of clo..:ie cooperatic. vit~ 

11th~ peoples of t!1e lea East for tual ben fit . 

The State of Israel has not yet bt.en adir.itted into the United Nations although 

the Security Counci on March 4th approved Israel •s eppl:cation for~~ bcrsh;p in the 

United Nations. V{e hope tat this dmission will take place in the near future . 

When I fi~st addresse the Political Co ·tt e of the United J1~·~ - u neral 

. , 
1 . , _ y on ay 8, 1947 , and presented t e io. • s c Sv in behali of the Je tl ency 

for Fe.lest.i .. n , I said : "Th Jei. i. h people belongs i thi:::; society of nations . Surely, 

the Jewish people is no less uese ving than other peoples whose national freedom d 

in e end6 Ct:3 have been establishP.d and 1·~hose represe tc.t • ves a "e no ..:e ted here . The 

Je·r.ish people e e your Allies in the ar ard joined their sacrifices to Jours to 

sl O' 1 
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3lt in your midst - the epresentatives of a people an a la 

spiritual A!ld eth'.cal values , insp·r.:.ng ... ~:1 . .i: ersonalities , 

. 'ch gave tom kina 

d sacre ·rhich 

are your treasured possessions . Ve h pe t at h t peop e , non rebuiJ rJtng a a i ti 

nation 1 life in its ncient homeland, ·rill be al omed before long by yo to this 

noble fellowship of the United Nations . " 

Now th t Israel has achieved its independence 

acknowle ged y nea ly all the countrie of th orJ.d, 

a, d ~~ov"ralgnty 12.~ been 

it is only fitt·ng n proper 

that its admission into tho Dnited Nations should no longer be delayed. 

And so ~ e the State of. Israel on the occa~ n of +,h fir"i, ~~, 
u,,-. ""'~ d- ~ - w.ll, ~ {l,t .. -- ~ 

sary of its existence . 1\Althou~,!1 it is b .:;c;t ~-d.t'h r:.,..-iy grave roble. s , it ,ri:l , re 

are confident , solve them by the exercise of the same skill , det ..... rmi11E..tion , 

vo i ri whj ch ena'uled it to come throueh the war dange-rs of -l:,he t ast year, 'l"1d , h.:.c_ 

s stained j t during the many discouraging yen s of st .iggJe •rh:Lcu , receded the est b

lishnent of the Statec 
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