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It is not only the written and spok en wo which h ve mnng. ords are per-

hapa t he least succ ss 1 to convoy ep meani.ne. uric a painting, sculpt11re arn 

l.an:iacape tre ucntly convey fDr deeper meanings to us. "~ unto day ut toreth speech, 

and night unto ni ht cl th knowledge , though there is no eech, though there are 

no words. " Human acts spe and human relations ha~re aning. OUr attitudes, ambi

tions, pursuits, care rs 11 have aning or sh ld have aning. 

This age in hi h "78 live i .. 11 0£ activlty, b t I am afraid is pos ssed of 

little meaning. e t avel vcrry fast in our y cl are ea r to trav, 1 even £aster• 

can speak turther , se further, hear .further t lmo t vecy day. The tempo of ill 

h s been amazingly ace ler .u,d, but t is the aning of ll this atupendous e r-

tion ot m1nd, this ious ovement, these phenomenal advances which are makine n 

speed and power? 

There ould a e ning to all of our phenomon activity 1r it 1tll related 

to some essential go , but is it? th the co ·n of these numberless inventions c11d 

disooveries and the vast accumulation of mw soi nt:tfic knowledge, death through whole

sale slaughter has co e to 11 more intim.: tel. ·t the human race , nd wars on a 

scale unknown in the p t hav become a canmonp co in our lives, and political and 

econanio strit and con.0.ict are tearing ou_ ro 1d apart, an fwa r we are beset with 

insecurity and fear . 

OUght we not pau e and ask ourselves, witoor are bound? n.t is the meaning 

of what are do· ng? t meanin do we ascri to the ! ct that w are hat are 

and where aro? In a hundred wa.7 are different .fran our neighbors. What mem ing 

do ascribe to this distinctiveness? at specific challenge , hat sunaons, what 

mandate? 

t does livin i t year 1949 mean to you? t does being an .Axoorican mean 

to you? AIDlrica is surely more than a count-cy-. It is an idea, an historic i a . It 

is more than land an population ani al th. It ha a me ning. ~os who founded this 

Republic spoke in the n ot a meaning inherent in the ?lff &Oftl"l'lllcnt which thq re 
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tting up. They spoke or certain seli-evi ent truths, cEsrtain i"undmr.ental ideas con

cerning treedan, human equality an the rig ts of man. America ha!; always been more 

than a tact. It has lso been a revolutionary and enkindled idea. America i Bunker 

Hill and Valley Forge the Bill of Right• 

Inaugural and the Emancipation Proclamation. 

ica is ttysburg d the Second 

erica i the covered wagon• the pio-

neering spirit, the unc e£ Rted confidence in endle s hum n progi'8ss. America is the 

ta1r deal an:i the s uare al an the Aha.rin of the thin s which we have with those 

who have not. America is tolerance and good dll n< cooperation be'bteen all men of 

11 races and creeds. As d:cy- America ha$ aning I 

But how man)" A?tt ricans are aware of thi me nin in their daily lives? Certainly 

the bigot is not. Tho fomenter o racial hat reds is not. The champion or th poll tax 

ani J:lm crow laws i not. The demagogue and t political witch hunter is not. cer

tairicy' those who abuse our free institutions to erve f'oreign dictators or tho who 

have lost their faith in .America so that panic b and apprehension tbq would 

blindly stroy the very institutions hich thy s to conser¥ - certainly t ey e 

not aware of the meanin(J' of Aniarica. Nor the econan:1.c exploiter, the corrupt labor 

agitator, the graspin0 cleric o would CO.l "'ound church an:i stat.ea the professional 

militarist who would make 0£ our country an ed camp and pour out our national re

sources to arm half t .e world against the other hal.f I Certain:cy, these people, while 

Americans living in America, do in every way ignore or betray the essential meaning ot 

America. 

lat us in our daiJ.7 lives ~ am to reach out for th mea1ing of things and live 
£or 

by the light or these t18&Ilings. 1'3t s not be too b ey- a inquil7 and £or quest. ~t 

us not be too busy r or wonderment. thout mem ing our days 1181' be long, but o tr year■ 

will be -.pty • The purpose or religion is to open our ey9s to aee through things into 

the llaart or thing and to infuse all knowledge d. th the glow or thical purpose. 

thout the university, the churc and synagogue are repositories '?t superstitions 

and their essential truth is maITe and distorted by ignorance and tear. Wi~hout church 

and snagogue, the uni rsi't7 ia a dynaa) 0£ powar which may ct.stzw mnk1nd. 




