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SECGrD ANNIVERSARY OF ESTA ..... LI3HL •~NT OF T 

er York City, ay 11, 1950 

ST.tiT .c. OF ISRAEL 

T\ o years have elapsed since the re-establishment of the St, e of Israel . le 

cannot as yet have a true perspective on 1rhat has taken place and all of its tre

mendous implications , but enough has taken place to justif'rJ the joyous celebration 

here this evening and similar celebrations throughout the 17orld. 

It is customary and quite natural for us to think of 1vha t ve have done for Is

rael . I should like to speak this evening briefly of ,hat Israel has done , is do:.ng 

and will continue to do for us . American Jewry has, of course , done much for Israel . 

Without the decisive political mobilization and action of American Jevrry , the State 

of Israel would not now be in existence . fithout its large and sustained economic 

su. port , the developm~nt of the State, the absorption of immigrants, as well as its 

military defense would have been nigh impossible . It will remain to the everlasting 

did not find it unprepared 

of leadership. 

But great as were the 

o~~~to as 

,.. 

dens and responsibilities 

services which ~e rendered to the tete of IsraeJ, eater 

by far have been the services rhich the State of Israel has rendered to us and to all 

the Jewish people in the Diaspora . .. at has transpired in the last 2 years is not 

only an impressive chronicle, tut an inspiring epic . Close on to 410 , 000· homeless , 

menaced or war- ravaged Je s have been given a hane in Israel . The great nations cf 

the earth in possession of vast and empty territories did not offer any sanctuary to 

them. Israel , and Israel alone , opened its doors wide and welcomed these men and wo

men, many of whom had languished foryears in the concentration camps and the hell

holes of Europe . I recall that in 1943 at the American Jewish Conference I stated 

that the problem of Jewish refugees would never be solved until the Jewish state is 

established . There were practical men in those days and men of aifairs who presumed 

to lmm1 better. They denounced us~itical extremists for raising the issue of the 

Jewish state at a time when Jews should be concentrating all of their energies on the 
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demand for admission of Jewish refugees to Palestine . They withdrew from and des

troyed the American Jevrish Conference over this issue . But these men, who now 

pride themselves upon being the nleading guides" of the nevr Sta e of Israel, ere 

dangerously blind • des in those days , and it vras fortunate that the Jews of 

America did not follow their leadership . The stone which they rejected it- the Jew-

ish State - has now become the chief cornerstone in the soluti 

lem of Jewish refugees . 

of the vorld prob, 

In order to absorb these hundreds of thousands of immigrants who have poured and 

are pouring i nto that little state , Israel has established 200 a icultural settle

ments , expanded its agriculture and industry, built tens of thousands of hones , and 

provided fot them health, education and social services . These immigrants , be it re

membered, are our charge , and the responsibility of Diaspora Jerry . It is ·:e w o 

shouldered this terrific economic burden upon t--~~,, .. - . 

resources were bei ng heavily drained to maint • 

tra e . 

epublic , at a time when its 

defense anny, .r.en it had 

Israel gladly ·assumed t he crushing immigration load, aware that it vro ld force 

a lower standard of living its own people and a rigid regimen of austerity which 

would beggar even the austerity program of England during the war . In accepting this 

responsibility in the face of these besetting hardships and sacrifices , Israel has 

rendered a unique and unforf;ettable historic service to y,orldJewry . n tvro years 

Israel became the Eretz Miklat f or world Jevr.ry. It is prepared to continue to per

form this service for still other Jews - Jews fron Iraq, from Rumania , fran Hungary , 

from oslem countries where t ey are in imminent danger , 

efore 1948 there as no place for such Jews to -o excep to the gas chambers . 

Today there is the free and welcoming land of Israel ! en , therefore , I hear 

American Jews say , 11 Hovr l ong will Israel continue to ask us for help?" , I counter by 
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asking, "How long will orld Jewry continue to ask Israel for help?" 

The Je, ·sh people established the state of Israel not merely in order to have 

a state . This in itself is important - to restore to the Jevtish people normal 

national existence and international status, which it had lacked for 2 , 000 years . 

It establis ed the State in order that there might be a place of in-gathering for 

those of our people from all parts of the world who may have to go there or 1ho may 

wish to go there . Having begun this tremendous c11 d revolutior.ary enterprise , we can

not now stop midway . ~fe assumed tremendous commitments hen e set in motion those 

great fore es which culminated in the establishment of the State. Because the men 

and women of Israel believed in the earnestness of our pirpose not only to create a 

state , but to help maintain and defend it, they fought so valiantly, inspired not 

only by the justice of their cause , but also by the knowledge that behind them in r~ 
I 

serves , were 

of America . In the same manner , t 
• 
~ 

and risked all the ~~!!,!111111-.S complications 
CJ 

great Je • sh community 

number of immi ants 

only out of a xsm 

sense of Jewish loyalty and sol"darity , but because they relied upon our continuous 

support. 

The enemies of Israel are hopeful that we will no !f 

we will grow tired of supporting Israel . This wo d lead to a political c 

and this is what they a.re waiting for . This is the reasonvh:y they are 

and political debacle hi.ch would be for tnem the si al for a new attack on Israel. 

In confident anticipation of such an eve tuality, they are re- arming themselves to the 

teeth, w'th the aid of Hr. Bevin and with the quiet concurrence of our own state De

partment. 

Hovmver, if I lmovr my people - and I believe that I know t 1em ·rell - they are 

too loyal , too resolute , and too vrise to fall into such a trap . They will not des

troy ri. th their o ·m h nds vrhat they have so sacrifically and so lovingly buil • On 
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the contr ary. Our people will help Israel to take care not only of these hundreds 

of thousands whom they have already sent there , but of -U1e many hundreds of thous

ands more who are yet to come ,Ji• Ae. They ,"Till want Israel to become economically 

sound , politically stable , and numerically so strong as to discourage for all time 

the annihilatio1ist hopes of all political adventurers in the neighboring Arab countr ies . 

There were three things which vre Jews had to do in recent years . First , -r;e had 

to shmv the orld thA.t ·re wanted the state of Israel . On a vast scale we organized 

e\Tid made vocal the rill of our people arrl persuaded men of good will everywhere of 

the sincerity and steadfastness of our purpose. Through many ways , atlnvart many ob

stacles , outmaneuvering many conspiracies , we pressed on indefatigably and relent

lessly until the United Nations in November 1947 gave sa1ction to our historic claim 

for the re- estab).ishment of ldd the stateof Israel. 

Israel . And so , unaided by 

world that -....ti .......... ~ 
r ny 

ment of the State , ani serio ered oy an~ ,,., 
>~ 

daughters in Israel for 8 montns fought off and 

ared to fieht for the State of 

sanctioned the establish

lockade , our valiant sons and 

and finally defeated de-

cisuely the annies of six invading Arab states . In the1l'. sacrifices and in the 
~~~~~ 

bloc rere the foundations of the State firmly laid. 

And novr e must deMonstrate to the rorld and to ourselves - es eciallyto our

selves - that we are prepared staunchly , resolutely, and patiently to sustain that 

diffic ltie ;ni~ da gers r • ch beset every youne st~ n wl~uco~,,,,. 

Jef~on who said: u e are not to expect to be t r ans-

lated from oospotism to liberty in a feather bed. " Certai. nly we Jews are not to 

expect to be translated fran homelessne s , to nationhood, from servitude t o--liillWlillll•~ 

tainly not God 1s Pampered People . our ancestors under Joshua had to conquer Pales

tine foot by foot . -8M ancesbo....., I\Jider Zerubabel~ to rebuild Judea
1 

ri.th o~ hand 

layin the stones and the other .... a holding the sword. Spiritually our history h s 
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al ays been one of conflict and strug le - a life of swords . To wrestle ,.i. th gods 

and men and to prevail - th.:> t is the meaninr, of the very n , Israel . ··1e are not 

to be pitied because of this . The nature of ~ experience throu h the a es hqs 

toughened us . .a•-•!l!!Pll!!le!l!e'l!!!~~~r~ 11 am k 1 she oreph11 , the stiff-
necked people . It is th enabled our people to rise from the ashes and ruins I' 
of t·ro forld tlars rhich wrecked and ravaged European Jewry and destroyed one- third 

of our people , +.~•---~, undefeatedJ '11 triumphantly to build in the midst of 

chaos and terror and battle a new State . 

A few days ago , or. the occasion of its second anniversary, the government of too 

State of Israel issued an Independence Day Proclamation in which, after recounting 

the truly remarkable and magnificent achievements since the establishment of the 

State , it stated: "Ho·rever, the road ahead is still long and har our enemies con-
tinue to threaten us , our verry; existence , oµr • 

The existence of the sta 

e and. the borders of our state . " 

thr tenecl. The r e is no 

peace on the borders of Isra orit~ o i b states have not et recon-

ciled themselves to the existence of the st te Tsra 
- 1-o_~ 

--=-c""'-=-=--by the unreconciled 1, • Bevin in shipning mi 

other military supplies Jt't'...ailtJ c!li•••~ refusing to supply ams 

to Israel until - and here is the bitter irony of it all - until" srael is at peace 

'.vi th the Arab states" , is not or:ly not contributing to the reconciliation of these 

countries to the ineluctable fact of the existence of the tate of Israel ,Uut is en

couragin ~· ate hopes for a n renewed offensive rhich might yield t em now at 

was denied them a year or so ago. 

One wonders hy the Security Council of the United Nations vras. so precipitous 

last August in lifting the anns embargo in the Near East after the victories of the 

Jevri sh forces ,·rhen it so stubbornly refused to liit' the ,. 
unanned, 1 as fighting agr1inst the .Arab arrde~ 1 ho d • ?alestine ~~~ ... ~~ 

by violence the ctei~~ ffl,,o"~ he United l ations . If pacification of t e ?ear 
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F,ast was the real objective , why was not the embargo kept in fo ce until peo.ce 

t r eaties were finally conclude ? And 1hy did tl e United States support Great Britain 

in rushing through
1
against the earnest solications of the st~te of Israel , a prema

ture abandornnent of all restrictions on the shipment of arms to the Arab com1t ies? 
. 

rvas not the covert intent to ch;:i.nge radically the military balance between Israel and 

the Arab states? No foreif:7} armies were threatening the peace and security of the 

Arab states . These states do not today need jet planes, bombers and ighters , tanks , 

heavy guns nd wa sh:.ps to maintain domestic peace and security at home . 

Arab states to 1afend democracy and freedom in the Piddle Fast in any future emer ency? 

Only purblind statesmen of short memory who have 2.lready forgotten thee 8rience of 

the allied nations j;; t~se sa""le Arab s ta es during th~ lB.st war ·rill persist in 

entertainin - such .C' hones ~ }The e a :::~:'o.i:.r·~ ·+ the Fascist (" ;id Hazi 

enemies of the democracies e e and sabotace aca,inst ~1-
IM 

lied military o era en ree ee vror ld to le an on in any 

future conflict. 

These anns ace be:ng assembled against Israel . r . 

ta 

threat of the surrounding Arab countries , and is encouraging, wittingly or unwittingly, 

their intransigence arrl t r refusal to conclude an honorable peace with Israel . 

There are forces in the State !)epartr:ient :rhich have not reconciled themselves 

to the establishment of the State of Israel . It 7as these same forces -vrhich ·were 

responsible for the astoundin revc aal of our government in arch of 1948 , ,..,hen 

after having voted for the part:tion resolution of the United Nations , it suddenly 

announced thE..t it ·was 1.0 lon er prepared to O'O alon;;) ri th it a1 d der.ianded 

session of the United rrations to nulli that resolution. It is 

speci 1 

forces 
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which are nov~ supporting the supply of 

the same forces 1hich have been responsible 

government the request of Israel to acquire arms in this country. The explana-

tion given by~ Ill:lent snokesmen is specious and artful . It is maintainc that 

the security of Israel, surrounded as it is by neighbors which refuse to make peace , 

•rhich are heavily rearming themselves , which are maintaining a blockade 

rael, and which are propagating for a second round , is really not being 

'/ill the un.:.ted 'tates of America , which \'las the first country in the ··rorld to 

ve official recognition to the nm1ly- established State of Israel , stand idly by 

see this menace of war/ a~nify until~~ is beyond control? Is it to the best interes¾ 

of .America to see the young state , an outpost of freed mad democracy in that part 

of the -:rorld, weakened and endangered? Does the United States favor a continuation 

of the present policy of Arab rearrna.~ent 

ment could not go on tlthou • • 

tate of srael to · n 

tipn 

\.::::.,1 
instead 

irranigration? 

-of using them 

' 

of its limited resources 

for~economic reconstruc-
1' 

not the power ani the prestige of our government brused Nii .. al" 
/\ the 

Arab states shall negotiate a peace settlement ,-d. th Israel fortlnrith , by bringing about 

a cessation of arms shipments to these Arab states , or by making it possible for the 

State of Israel to acquire arms in this c 

states th t any ne 'I military adventures part will _. no more success 
A 

and 

no less than their earlier futile attempts . 
I 

We owe it to Israel and to our o ·m beloved coun:try to make our voices heard so 

Israel that ve are not unmindful of the pr oblems which beset them, 

-



J 

f f'; 

l 

[ 

,. 
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mined to stay 1.·ri th them through all their political and econor.iic vicissitudes until 

security and peace finalzy come to them abidingly. Let us tell them of our gratitude 

for rhat they have done in such a generous a1 d sacrificial 

Jews from so maey parts of the ·mrld an::i for rhat they ere to do. 

let us tell them of our gratitude for vhat they have ne for us - for the new dig--
nity which they have brought into our lives . v o can estimate t e worth to us and 

to o • r children of the new pride which has come into our souls? ·rhat is it worth to 

us that after the silence of the centuries , the voice of Israel can be heard again , 

free and authentic , speaking in the council of nations? We are moving proudly and 

hopefully i nto a nevr day because Israel is there l The road may be long, but it is 
~ the road which leads away from darkness to light , from debasement to dignity, rom 

insecurity to peace . 

WI I 



SEGO 'D ANNI r SARY OF TABLISIIl.ffi OF THE STP.TE OF ISRAEL 

new York City, 1ay 11, 1950 

Tvro years have elapsed since the re-establishment of the state of Israel. ¥e 

cannot as yet have a true perspective on rhat has taken place and all of its tremen

to justify 

the joyous celebration here this evening and similar celebrati0ns throughout the 

orld. 

It is customary and quite natural for us to think of what vre have done for Is

rael. I shc1ld like to speak this evening briefly of what Israel has doe , is do ~ng 

and will continue to do for us . American Jewry has, of course , done much for Israel . 

Vlithout the decisive political mobilization and action of erican Jewry, the State 

of Israel wou1d not"be in existence . ithout its large and sustained economic sup-

port, the development of the State , the absorption of immigr nts , as well as its 

military defense would have be n nigh impo si 

credit of the American Jevr.isn lornm ±t~ th t 
~oa~ did not find it unprepared or rel ctan to as 

~ of leadership . 

• 1 remain to the everlasting 

challenge in Jewish history 

and resno sibilities ... 

But great as were the serv:i cev 11hich we rendered to the state of Isr~el, grea er 

by far have been the services which the State of srael has rendered to us and to all 

the Je rish people • n the Diaspora . ~.·ihat has transpired in the last two years is not 

only an impressive c onicle , but an inspiring epic . 
~ 

Close on to 400 , 00 boneless , 

menaced or war-ravaged Je vs have a home in Israel. The great nations of the 
A,( ~ a.P.-!( -earth in possession of vast and empt~ terri tories ~ offer ..,. sti.nctuary to them. 

Israel and Israel alone opened its doors wide and welcomed these men and vromen, many [ l 

of whom had languished for years in the concentration camps and • the hellf of Eur-

ope . I recall that in 1943 at the American Jewish conference I stated that the prob-

lem of Jewish refugees oul.d nevc be solved until the Jewish 'ta • • d. 

·rhere ere practical men in those days an • men of •a.ai9'- affirll~wnro-a..,._:.:.:_,; 
better . They det _ ,_ b

3

;;:..>-~~
2

~ the issue of he Je • sh St ate at a time ihen 
I\ 
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~ ., 
ca should be concentratinP- all of ..,_. energies 

to Palestine . They 1vi. thdrevr from and destroyed the American Je ,ish onference over 

this ~ issue . But these men , ho now pride themselves upon being the "leading 

guides' of the new State of Israel , were dangerously blind ides in those days , and 

it was fortunate that the Je ·rs of America did not follovr their leadership. The 

s tone which they rejected - the Jewish State - has now become the chief cornerstone 

in the solution of Jewish refu es . 
Jv. 

these hundreds of thousands of immigrants who have 

poured and a e pouring into that little state , Israel has established 200 agricul

tural sjttlements , expanded1agriculture and ind 1stry, built tens t t~ousands of 

hones , provide health, education and social services . These immi~ants are our r ~ ~~~~-~ 
charge , the responsibility o.i._-~ Diaspora/\ !t is vre who terrific 

upon the young republic , at 

"'rmy, at a tj me when it had 

~I r¥>" liament..ary rnachine~r, -r1restle "'J:/ ... .r 

with inflation , the high cost of living, 

and a most unfavorable balance of trade . 

Israel gladly assumed the er 1 a • gration}A,::~~lliWIIIIII~¥-, ~ 
- ~ (1\A 

that it u.~~~~ Sit 1 lac standard of living ~ its o m 

a rigid regimen of a • • 

the austerity program of England during the ::...t; war. 

1
hardships~nd sacrifices , 

n two years ,.••91!119-~~ 

to continue to perform ~ service 

~ \J ~ 

or worl 
I 

-- ·· _ Iraq, 

osl em countries Yrhere they are in immi."lent danger . / 

is prepared 

Before 1948 there was no place for such Jews to go except to the gas chambers . 

Today there is the free and welcoming land of Isr ael 1 When, herefore , I hear 



• 

11 How long will world 
\M ~ 

of Israel l!iie...,-M!"-.~,-q::a=:pc.a.i,. not merely 
I -important . Yll d 7 to restore 

9i 
ha ked for 2,000 years 

for our people from all parts of the world who may have to go there or ho may uish 
I 

to go ving begun this tremendous and revolutionary enterpr.:.se, we can

e assumed tremendous commitments when we set in mo-

forces cuJ.ninat in the establisbnent of he state . e-

cause the men and women of Israel believed in the earnestness of our purpose not only 

to create a st~te, but 

so valiantly, eeiliiP.l~ l'St, not only 

""' knowledge that behind t 

Je~~sh community of America . 

not on 

but~!:;~~~~~ 

it iTN tho iPtt•Pe J they fought 

the justice of their cause, but 

the great 

ing number of immigrants 

~Vvl 
The enemies of Israel are hopeful that we ¥WaBl w now leave them in the lurch1 

that we w-i· ~~ grow tired of supporting Israel. This would lead ••••'!f to/foli

tical collapse , and this is what they are waiting for . This is the reason vrhy they 

are not now makine peace ri th the State of ·rsrael. They are waiting for ~ disastrous 

economic and poll ti cal debacle which would be for them the signal for a new attack 11.A LJ. 
n confident anticipation of such an eventuality, they 

are re-arming themselves to the teeth, rit the aid of Mr . Bevin and ·ri th the quiet 
f? ~ / 

concurrence of our ovm state Department. If I kno v my people - and 

loyal , too resolute , and 

will no th their o m ha ll'IL, ..... ~-what they have so sacrificially and so 

built . On the contrary. ~-~l ..-.-~ help Israel to take care not only of these 
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hundreds of thousands 
., 

ey have already sent there , but of the many hundreds 

of thousands who are yet to come thee . 
I' 

They will want Israel to become economically 

~~~-· politically stable , and numerically so 

the annihilationist hopes of political adventurers in the neiehboring Arab 

countries . 
/."~ 

There rere three th:: n s which we had to do in r cent :rears . First, we had to show 
f 

organized and made vocal the ,rill of our people and persuaded men of good ,Iill every

where of the sincerity and steadfastness of our purpose . Through many ways, athwart 

many obstacles, outmaneuvering marzy- conspiracies , we pressed on indefatigabl/"Jre

lentlessly until the United Nations ei tM zrr.erld in 1 ovember 1947 gave sanction to 

our historic claim for the re-establishmen~ of the State of Israel. 

·rere prepared to fight 

for the State of Israel . s 

una~ded by any of the Unite io s~nc establishment of the State , 

and seriously hampered by an arms blockade , our valiant sons and daughters in Israel 

for eight months fought off and kep at bay an ~oefeated decisively the armie~ of six 

invading Arab states . In their sacrifices and in t heir blood ·were the foundations 

of the State ◄ € 

nd nol we must demonstrate to the rorld and to ourselves - especially to our-

selves - that .-re are prepared staunchly, resolutely, atiently to sustain that 3tate w 
in all the difficulties , <l:t I 5 r uRl dan ers , hich beset every young state ,l'isidt 

• come~ into being. It was Thomas Jefferson uho ~~.-.ii., 11 Ve are not to expect to 

be translated from despot ism to liberty in a feather 

not to expect to be translated from homelessness , to 

bed. " Cert~' nly re Jews are1 
~v, C 

nationhood -to national freedom 
A. 

in to a feather bed. This has never been our good for tune , at. i~ ~iMc in oru hiut911¥_ 
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eve was our load a:"l5 e peup½c an easy one. We may be God 1s Chosen People, but e r 
are certainly not God I s fampered eople . Our ancestors under Joshua had to conquer 

J Palestine foot by foot. Our ancestors ebuild -µa~~A-te vn th 

one hand layin the stones and ,.,i th the other hand holding ,ord. 

----iritually our history has always been one of conflict and stru gle 

2' Q;!JP ;peep] a 16B 8 &!l.wa.y& a life of swordsp~rrestle with gods and men and to pre

vail- ~t is the mea_}ling of theV,rame, Israel._ e are not to be pitied because of 

d&;~. The nature of ...,,. experience through the ages has toughened usf Jt has harcened 

us has made us the "am k 1she oreph" , the stiff- necked people . It is that which 

enableA our people to rise fran the ashes and ruins of two orld Jar s which wrecked 

and ravaged 't,h ■ a nel■ ef European Jewry and Jitiihilil••sP.ll!!'.'l]et,r destroyed one-third of our 
~ 

people to rise , undefeate~and triumphantly build in th~ midst of chaos 

and terror and battle a new· S ate .~~tlll---. 

A few days ago, on the occasion of its the government of 
/ 

a.mation in which, after recount-

ing the truly remarkable and magnificent achievements since the establishment of the 

State , it stated: "However, the road ahead is still long and hard. Our enemies 

continue to threaten us , our very existence , our independence and the borders of~ 

state . " 

The existence of the state of Israel is still being threatened. There is no 

peace on the borders of Israel. The majority of the Arab states have not yet re

conciled themselves to thee ·stence of the state of Israel. \Vhat is being done to-

day by the unreconciled ax- . Bevin in shipping military aircraft , boat, tanks 

and other military supplies to Egypt and Iraq and Jordan , and in refusi to supply 
~ \J ams to 1'+11 -iiN,ak.e e, Israel until - and here is the irony of it al l "Isr ael is · at 

peace vn.th the .Arab states" , is not only not contributing to the reconciliation of 

these countries to the ineluctable fact of the existence of the state of Isr ael , but 
w; 

is encouraging desperate hopes a I g I I •• for a renewed offensive hich .--in 



them now what was denied them a year or so ago . 

One Security Council of t.he United nations was so nrecipi tous ,--

when it so stubbornly refused to lift ......,..._, eP1bargo rhen Israel, dan1;erously unarmed, 
~ 

was fighting against Arab annies who had invaded Palestine to undo by violence 
r-

the decision of t ' e United ations . If pacification of the ear Ea.st was the real 
not 

objective ,...--,i why was/the embargo kept in force until peace treaties were finally 

concluded. did the nited states support Great Britain in rushing through, 

of the State of Israel , a premature abandonment of all 

restrictions on the the Arab countries? Was not the 

to change radically the military balance betreen Israel and the Arab states? to 

foreign annies were threatening the peace 

states do not today need jet planes , bpmbe s 

warsis to maintain domestic 

t~~~i;..4iiitee.iill~ u a 
-"C.1""1 

in the liddle Fase in any future 

the Arab states. These 

, tanks , heavy guns and 

l l 
t ~-

e,,, 
states1t6 defend democracy and .freedcm 
7 --

Only purblind stateSP1en\ of short 

memory who have already forgotten the experience of the allied nations with these 

Arab states during the last war will persist in entertaining such fantastic hopes. 

~ These states who welcomed the Fascist and 1 azi enemies of the democracies and 

were the centers of revolt and sabotage against allied Mi li ta.ry operations , will 

prove broken reeds for tJIIMJ'" free world to lean on in any .future confiict. 

These arms are being assembled against Israel • .ir . Bevin is helping to prepare 

the next war against Israel. Our State Department, by refusing to sell anns to the 

Israel, is helping to keep Israel weak in the face of the mounting reanna-

the surrounding Arab countries and is encouraging, .vittin ly or unvrittin ~ , 

their intransigence and their refusal to conclude an honorable peace ·rith Israel. 
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selves to the establishment of the State of Israel. It was these forces which were ,... 
responsible for the astounding reversal of our goverrnnent in arch of 1948 when, 

after haying voted for the partition resolution of the United ations,vsuddenly an

nounced that it was no longer prepared to go along with it and demanded a special 

session of the United Nations to nullify t resolution 1if Ifs: aalso1 l.9h:7. It is 
I 

the same forces which are now supporting the supply of arms by ritain to the Arab 

states . It is the same forces which have been responsible up to now for 

which are heavily rearming themselves, which are maintaining a 

blockade against Israel, and which are propagating for a second round, is really not 

being threatened. •, , WR I 
ill the United States rvm±ch official 

recogniti ,)n to the nevrly-est~bl±shed utc te 

Jiilii•·~0~menace of war magnify until it is beyond control? 

~ee his 

~--·nterest ~?, 

the young state weakenectCndangered? Does • \i a continuation of the 

present policy of Arab rearmament 

on without its tacit approval 

Britain, vhic~ould not go 
/' 

~e economically harassed State of 

Israel to continue to drain off so much of its limited resources on araaments i11 szdc1 

to insure Do the American people want it? Ought not the povrer and 

the prestige of our government be u ed to ensure that the Arab states shall negoti-

ate a peace settlement rr.i. th Israel forthwith, '!biitbe!' by bringing about a ces~ation 

of arms shi ents to these Arab states, or by making it possible the 

State of Is!'ael to acquire arms in this country., thereby serving notice on the Arab 
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e o e it to Israel and o our om beloved country to make our voices h m d 
an en 

so that iJlm may e put to his dangerous policy which is ow be1r.g pursued by our 

governrnen . 

On this second amiversary let us give evidence to the fine rae and ,omen of 

Israel that we are not urmtl.ndful of the problems which beset them , that ·re are de

termined to stay with them through all their political and economic vicissjt~des un

til security and peace finally come to ~hem abidi~ly. Let us tell them of our gratr-
/' . 

itude for what they have done in such a generous and sacrificial spirit for our fello -

Jews from so many parts of the world and for what they are preparing t.o do . Let us 

tell them of our gratitude for i,•rhat they have done for us ~ or the new dignity rhich 

they have brought into our lives . \fuo cane stink.te the worth to us arrl to our chil-

dr m of the new pride ·which has come into our souls? What is worth to us that 

after the silence of the centuries , 

into a ne~ day because Isra 

which leads away from darkness to 

to peace . 

an be heard again ., free and 

m ving prouuly and hopefully 

long , ut it is the road 

f:r,om debasement to dienity ., from insecurity 
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investments. This will decrease as the on 
companies, which account for a large share 
of it, finish their foreign developments. If 
the United States underwrites a bold new 
pro3ram of point 4 activity, it can be ex
pected that, even in the l.ntial stages, an ex
panision of private business investment will 
take pl&ee. If this basic underwriting is not 
provided soon, and in volume, then because 
of the unsettled condition of the world, no 
large amount of private investment in under
de· •eloped countl1es will be made. 

Point 4 will probably become law in the 
United States within a few weel{s now. The 
legislation which is likely to be pa-SSed will 
launch the new program, partly as a United 
Nations enterprise, partly as a bilateral tech
nical-aid scheme conducted by the United 
States Government. But the measure will 
not provide the underpinning necessary to 
carry out the investment features outlined 
above. That essential part of the program 
will probably await action of the Eighty
second Congress next year. 

The technical-aid bill will provide some 
funds for UN agencies, which should allow 
a snrnll beginning after other nations have 
made their contributions. To this extent 
our action will implement point 4 at Lake 
Success. It will also provide funds for United 
States agencies operating in the same field. 
An attempt is being made by proponents of 
the program to provide the first machinery 
for cooperation and clearances between these 
two efforts. Most important of all, as this 
legislation passes"'and becomes operative un
der the direction of the UN and the Presi
dent, we muat make certain that we have 
launched an effort that is not prevented by 
law from advancing to fill the need in under
developed countries. But this will not hap
pen without much organized understanding 
and support within both the United States 
and the other members of the world family 
of nations. 

Address by Dr. Abba Hillel Silver on the 
Second Anniversary of Estabtishmen 
of the State of Israel 

EXTENSION OF REMARKS 
OF 

HON. ROBERT A. TAFT 
OF OHIO 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 

Wednesday, May 17 (legislative day of 
Wednesday, March 29), 1950 

Mr. TAFT. Mr. President, I ask unan
imous consent to have printed in the Ap
pendix of the RECORD an address de
livered by Dr. Abba Hillel Silver on the 
second anniversary of the establishment 
of the State of Israel. The address was 
delivered at Madison Square Garden, 
New York City, on May 11, 1950. 

There being no objection, the address 
was ordered to be printed in the RECORD, 
as follows: 
ADDRESS BY DR. ABBA HILLEL SILVER ON THE 

SECOND ANNIVEBSARY OF EsTABLISHMENT OF 
THE STATE OF ISRAEL, MADISON SQUARE GAR· 
DEN, NEW YORK CITY, MAY 11, 1950 
Two years have elapsed since the reestab

lishment of the State of Israel. We cannot 
as yet have a true perspective on what has 
taken place and all of its tremendous im
•Plications, but enough has taken place to 
justify the Joyous celebration here this eve
ning and similar celebrations throughout the 
world. 

It ls customary and quite natural for us 
to think of what we have done for Israel. I 
should like to speak this evening briefly 

of what Israel bas done, ls doing, and will 
continue to do for us. American Jewry has, 
of course, done much for Israel. Without 
the decisive political mobilization and action 
of American Jewry, the State of Israel would 
not now be in existence. Without Its large 
and sustained economic support, the de
velopment of the state, the absoi:ption of im
migrants, as well as its military defense, 
would have been nigh impossible. It will 
remain to t he everlasting credit of the Amer
ican Jewish community that the greatest 
chaJlenge in Jewish history did not find it 
unprepared or reluctant to assume the bur
dens and responsibilities of leadership. 

But great as were the services which we 
rendered to the State of Israel, greater by far 
have been the services which the State of 
Israel bas rendered to us and to all the Jewish 
people in the Diaspora. What has trans
pi::ed in the last 2 years is not only an im
pressive chronicle, but an inspiring epic. 
Close on to 400,000 homeless, menaced or 
war-ravaged Jews have been given a home 
in Israel. The great nations of the earth in 
possession of vast and empty territories did 
not offer any sanctuary to them. Israel, and 
Israel alone, opened its doors wide and wel
comed these men and women, many of whom 
had languished for years in the concentra
tion camps and the hellholes of Europe. I 
recall that in 1943 at the American Jewish 
Conference I stated that the problem of 
Jewish refugees would never be solved until 
the Jewish State is established. There were 
practical men in those days and men of 
affairs who presumed to know better. They 
denounced us as p litical extremists for 
raising the issue of he Jewish State at a 
• when~ hou db cancer ating al 

of their energies on he emat 
sion of Jewi.j,h refugees t • 
wlthtlr~w from and d stro • 
Jewish conferetrce av thi.~~t:'1:::1~1~~Ri4:! 
men, ho no--. pride he se 
amo He g i ·1ng s irits of ~·~~ 
.of Israel~ were dange ousl J!lil:1ct,i,;glnae :-. 
tho,e days and it was for ~t h~ e 
Jew o America did ot follO'I, t ;f der
shi . Th stone wh ch they re ed, the 
Jewish State, has w become the chief 
cornerstone ir the olution of flie world 
problem of Jewish refugees. 

In order to absorb these hundreds of thou
sands of immigrants who have poured, and 
are pouring, into that little state Israel has 
established 200 agricultural settlements, ex
panded its agriculture ·and industry, bUllt 
tens of thousands of homes, and provid~d 
for them health, education, and social serv
ices. These · immigrants, be it remembered, 
are our charge and the responsibility of 
Diaspora Jewry. It ls we who placed this 
terrific economic burden upon the young 
republic, at a time when its resources were 
being heavily drained to maintain a large 
defense army, when it had to build from the 
ground up its administrative and parliamen
tary machinery, and wrestle with inflation, 
the high cost of living, and a most unfavor
able balance of trade. 

Israel gladly assumed the crushing immi
gration load, aware that it would force a 
lower standard of living upon its own people 
and a rigid regimen of austerity which would 
beggar even the austerity program of Eng
land during the war. In accepting this re
sponsibility in the face of these besetting 
hardships and sacrifices, Israel has rendered 
a unique and unforgettable historic service 
to world Jewry. In 2 years Israel became the 
Eretz Miklat for world Jewry. It 1 prepared 
to continue to perform this service for still 
other Jews-Jews from Iraq, from Rumania, 
from Hungary, from Moslem countries where 
they are in imminent danger. 

Before 1948 there was no place for such 
Jews to go except to the gas chambers. To
day there is the free and welco. ing land 
of Israel. When, therefore, I hear American 
Jews say, "How long will Israel continue to 

ask us for help?" I 
long will world Jewr-y~c.,...._.. 
for help?" 

The Jewish 'people established the State of 
Israel not merely in order to have a state. 
This in itself is important-to restore to the 
Jewish people a normal na ional existence 
and international status, which it had lacked 
for 2,000 years. It established the state in 
order that there might also be a place of 
ingathering for those of our people from all 
parts of the world who may have to go there 
or who may wish to go there. Having be
gun this tremendous and revolutionary en
terprise, we cannot now stop midway. We 
assumed tremendous commitments when we 
set in motion great forces which culminated 
in the establishment of the state. Because 
the men and women of Israel believed in the 
earnestness of our purpose not only to create 
a state but to help maintain a.nd d fend it, 
they fought so valiantly, inspired not only 
by the justice of their cause, but also by the 
knowledge that behind them, in reserve, were 
the vast material and spiritual resources of 
the great Jewish community of America. 
In the same manner, they welcomed the over
whelming number of immigrants and risked 
all the :::erious complications to their national 
economy not only out of a sense of Jewish 
loyalty and solidarity but b cause they relied 
upon our continuous support. , 

The enemies of Israel a.re hopeful that we 
will now leave Israel in the lurch, that we 
will grow tired of supporting Israel. This 
would lead to a political collapse, and this 
is what they are waiting for. Tlus is the 
reason why· they are not now making peace 
with Israel. They are waiting for that dis
astrous economic and political debacle which 
would be for them the signal for a new at
tack on Israel. In confident anticipation or 
such an eventuality, they a.re rearmmg tllem
"'elves to the teeth, with the aid of Mr. Bevin 
and with the quiet concurrence of our own 
State Department. 

However, if I know my people-and I be
lieve that I know them Well-they are too 
loyal, too resolute, and too wise to fall into 
such a trap. They will not destroy with their 
own hands what they have so sacrificially and 
so lovingly built. On the contrary. Our 
people wlll help Israel to take care not only 
of these hundreds of thousands whom they 
have alrea,dy sent there, but of the many 
hundreds of thousands more who a.re yet to 
come. They will want Israel to become eco
nomically sound, politically stable, and n u
merically so strong as to discourage for all 
time the annihilationist hopes of political 
adventurers in the neighboring Arab 
countries. 

There were three things which we J ews 
had to do in recent years. First, we had t o 
show the world that we wanted the State of 
Israel. On a vast scale we organized and 
made vocal the will of our people and per 
suaded men of good will everywhere of the 
.sincerity and steadfastness of our purpose . 
Through many ways, athwart many obstacles, 
outmaneuvering many conspiracies, we 
pressed on indefatigably and relentlessly 
until the United Nations in November 1947 
gave sanction to our historic claim for the 
reestablishment of the State of Israel. 

Our people then had to show the world 
that it was prepared to fight for the State 
of Israel. And so, unaided by any of the 
United Nations who sanctioned the establish
ment of the State, and seriously hampered by· 
an arms blockade, our valiant sons and 
claughters in Israel for 8 months fought off 
and kept at bay and finally defeated decl
slvely the armies of six invading Arab States. 
In the sacrifices and in the blood of these 
Israeli minute men were the foundations of 
the state firmly laid. 

And now we must demonstrate to the 
world and to ourselves--especially to our-• 
selves-that we are prepared staunchly, 
resolutely, and p atiently to sustain that 
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State in all the difficulties and dangers which 
beset every young State newly come into be
ing, that we are prepared to help it with our 
resources both material and human. It was 
Thomas Jefferson who said: "We are not to 
expect to be translated from despotism to 
liberty in a feather bed." Certainly we Jews 
are not to expect to be translated from home
lessness, to nationhood, from servitude to 
freedom in a feather bed. ever in all our 
h istory was our lot an easy one. We may be 
God's chosen people, but we are certainly 
not God's pampered people. Our ancestors 
under Joshua had to conquer Palestine foot 
by foot. Under Zerubabel they had to re
build Judea, with one hand laying the stones 
and the other holding the sword. Spiritu
ally our history has always been one of con
filct and struagle-a. life of swords. To 
wrestle with gods and men and to prevail
t hat is the very meaning of the name, Israel . 
We are not to be pitied because of this. The 
n ature of our experience through the ages 
h as toughened us. It has made us the "am 
k' she oreph," the stiff-necked people. It is· 
that quality which enabled our people to 
r ise from the ashes al)d ruins of two world 
wars which wrecked and ravaged European 
Jewry and destroyed one-third of our people 
and u n defeated triumphantly to build in the 
midst of chaos and terror and battle a new 
state. 

A few days ago, on the occasion of its 
second anniversary, the Government of the 
State of I srael issued an independence day 
proclamation in which, after recounting the 
truly remarkable and magnificent achieve
ments since the establishment of the State, 
it declared: "However, the road ahead ls still 
long and hard. Our enemies continue to 
threaten us, our very existence, our inde
pendence, and the borders of our State." 

The existence of the Sta e of Israel i still 
being threatened. 'There ls no peace on the 
borders of Israel. 'The majority of the Arab 
States h ave not yet reconciled themselves to 
the existence of the State of Israel. hat is 
being done today by the unreconciled l\.fr. 
Bevin is shipping military aircraft--108 Jct 
planes, more than half of them already de
livered-gun boats, tanks, and other military 
supplies to Egypt, Iraq, and J ordan, and 
to Syria with which Grer.t Britain has no 
treaty obligations and in refusing to supply 
arms to Israel until-and here is the bitter 
irony of it all-until Israel ls at pence with 
the Arab States," is not only not contributing 
to the r econciliation of these countries to 
the ineluctable fact of the existence of the 
State of Israel, but is encouraging among 
t hem desperate hopes for a renewed offensive 
which might •ield them now what as de
nied them a year or so ago. 

One wonders why the Security Council of 
t h e United Nations was so precipitous last 
August in lifting the arms embargo in the 
Near East after the victories of the Jewish 
forces when it had so stubbornly refused to 
lift t he embargo when Israel, dangerously 
unarmed, was fighting against the Arab 
armies who had invaded Palestine bent upon 
u ndoing 'by violence the resolution of the 
United Nations. If pacification of the Near 
East was the real objective, why was not the 
embargo kept in force until peace treaties 
were finally concluded? And why did the 
United Sta es support Great Britain in rush
ing through, agai. st the earnest solicitations 
of the State of Isrnel, a premature abandon
ment of rill restrictions on the shipment of 
arms to the Arab countries? Was not the 
covert intent to chanE,e radically the military 
balance between I rnel nd the Arab States? 
No foreign armies were threatening the peace 
and security of the Arab States. These states 
do not today need Jet planes, bombers, and 
fighter , tan , heavy guns, and warships to 
maintain d me tic cr,ce and security at 
h ome. 

Does anyone perhaps imagine that these 
arms are intended and will be u sed by the 
.Al ab States to defend democracy and free 
dom in the Middle East in any future emer
gency? Only purblind statesmen of hort 
memory who have already forgotten the ex
perience of the Al11ed Nations with these 
same Arab States during the last war will per
sist in entertaining such bizarre hopes. 
These states who welcomed the Fascist and 
Nazi enemies of the democracies and were 
the centers of revolt and sabotage against Al
lied military operations in the last war, will 
prove broken reeds indeed for a free woi'ld 
to lean on any future conflict. 

These arms are being assembled against 
Israel. Ir . Bevin is blunderingly helping to 
prepare the next war against Israel. Our 
State Department, by withholding a reply to 
the request of the Israeli Government to 
acquire arms in the United States is helping 
to keep Israel weak in the face of the mount
ing rearmament threat of the surrounding 
Arab countries, and is encouraging, witting
ly or unwittingly, their intransigence and 
their refusal to conclude an honorable peace 
with Israel. 

There are forces in the State Department 
which have not reeonciled themselves to t he 
establishment of the State of Israel. I t ,; as 
these same forces which were responsible for 
the astounding reversal of our Government 
in March of 1948, wh en after having voted 
for the partition resolution of the United 
Nations, it suddenly announced that it was 
no longer prepared to go along with it and 
requested a special session of the United Na
tions to nullify that resolution. I t is these 
same forces which are now supporting and 
Justifying the supply of arms by Britain to 
the Arab States. I t is the same for w 
have been responsible for t he om nou 
lence of our G vernment on the r 
Israel to acquire arms in this coun r 
explanation given by our Gover 
spokesmen is specious and rtful. 
maintained tha the s c rity o! Isrnel, 
rounded as it is by neighbors which rus 
to make peace, hich are heavily rearm1 
th ems lves, hi h re maintaining a blo 
ade agamst Israel, and which re propaga 
ing for a second round, is really not be1 
threatened. 

Similarly disingenuous was the r eply given 
by the State Department to the suggestion 
o! 51 Con5 ressmen that aid under point 4 
be extended only to those Arab States which 
have re. ched peace settlements with Israel. 
The State Department believes that it would 
be u ndesirable to use this program as an in
strument of political pressure. I n God's 
name, since when is the withholding of aid 
to states which refuse to make peace an un
desirable and unjustified form of polit cal 
pressure? Is our Government not using its 
financial and material aid in other parts of 
the world at this very time to exert political 
pressure? What government in the world to
day dissociates aid from foreign policy? 

Will the United States of America, which 
was the first country in the world to give 
official recognition to the newly established 
State of Israel, stand idly by and see this 
men ce of war mount and magnify until it 
is beyond control? Is it to the best interests 
of America to see the young stn e, which 
everyone recognizes as an outp0ot of free 
dom and democracy in the Near East, weak
ened and endangered? Does the United 
Sta es favor a continuation of the present 
policy of Arab rearmament by Great Britain? 
This rearm ,ment could not g on without 
its tacit approval. Does it wish the eco
nomically hard-pre ed State of Israel to 
continue to drain off so much of its limit d 
resources on arms instead of using them for 
its economic reconstruction and the pressinc, 
human needs of its vast imml r tion? Do 
the American people really "ant it? Ou ht 

not rather the power and the prestige of 
our Government be loused in such a. m anner 
as t o insure that the Arab States shall nego
tiate a peace ettlement with Israel forth
with by bringing about a. cessation of arms 
shipments to these Arnb States, or by making 
it possible for the State of Israel to acquire 
arms in this country, thereby serving notice 
on the Arab States that any new military ad
ventures on their part will find Israel fully 
prep red and would prove no more succes ful 
and no less costly to them than their earlier 
futile attempts. 

We owe it to Israel and to our own beloved 
country to make our vole s heard so that an 
end may be put to this dangerous policy 
which is now being pursued by our Govern
ment. Bevin's w. y has always been the 
wrong way in Palestine, the stupid and 
bloody way. Our Government should not 
follow the lead of this embittered politician 
whose Palestine policies have been so thor
oughly discredited. 

On this second anniversary let us give evi
dence to the fine men and women of Israel 
that we are not unmindful of the problems 
wh ich beset them, that we are determined to 
stay with them through all their political 
and economic vicissitudes until security and 
peace finally come to them abidingly. Let 
us tell them of our gratitudes for what they 
have qone in such a generous and sacrificial 
manner for our fellow Jews from so many 
parts or the world and for what they are pre
pared to do. Let us tell them of our grati
tude for what they have done for us--for 
the new dignity which they have brought 
into our lives. Who can estimate the worth 
to us and to our children of the new pride 
wh ich has come into our souls? What is 1t 

rt to us that after the silence of the cen
U1 e , the voice of Israel can be heard again , 

f and authentic, speaking in the• council 
f n tions? We are moving proudly and 

efully Into a new day because Israel is 
ere. The road may be long, but it is the 

o d which leads away from darkness to 
light, from debasement to dignity, and from 

. -t<W.securlty to peace. 
/ 

aturalized in F" seal Years 
1948 and 1 9 

EXTENSION OF REMARKS 
OF 

CIS G EE 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 
W ednesday, il-fay 17 <legislative day of 

W ednesday, March 29) , 1950 

Mr. GREEN. Mr. President, I re uest 
unanimous consent to have printed in 
the RECORD a copy of table 44, sent to me 
by Hon. Watson B. Miller, Commissioner 
of Immigration and Naturalization, 1 ·t
ing by States the number of persons who 
have been naturalized and have become 
American citizens during 1948 and l !H9. 
This table, I know, will be of interest to 
Members of the Congress. 

In order to fulfill their obligations as 
American citizens these peoples shoul 
reg,ister so that they may participate i 
our National, St te, and local elections. 
Let me give an illustration. To vote in 
Rhode Island, one must register before 
June 30 of n election year. My col
leao-ue the junior Sen tor from Rhode 
Is~and l r. LEA IY I , .• d I re stressino
very st ·on"'lY th 'l nee of r"'g s-
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ll? llllV111.. ,n,11(1:l p ir., ,l'l'l 
"1M1l ,,_, ,'lr.,IC - , .. "1n::>1ilil 1'1 
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·9r., D'll.' ill 'll 1'1::11 1!•1UN1::I ill> 
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? C':J1Y? 1n'Ji1 .;m n~::i .,,~,., '1:l ,i:,,,::i c:,n, rir.lll t:i1l'1 C:'t; : ,~n ,~,t-1, m ., ' 
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