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TD ZIOIIST OBGl IZlTIO r ERICl OR 

m; QlCll ®DI 

Del1Tere4 Sunday Jul.7 2, 1950 
Hotel St.Tens, Chicago, Illino1a 

Detore the ZOl C onnntion 

BJ Dr. lbba Hillel SilTer 

I have been asked to apeak on "Thi ZOl On Tba l rioan Scene"• I aa frank 

to oontesa that I haTe nothing new to ea7 on ti.. 1ubJeot. I have apobn on this 

subject in extenao at least a halt dosen ti.Ma in the lut tvo rears betore 

regioaal and national Zionist gathering,. M•DJ others have spoken and writ.ten oa 

the 8 
aubjeot. lt our last oon-..ntion in Ma7 1949 the Ritkind C0111iesioa 

pNsented a oaretullf prepared r.-rt on "The Future Program and Contributions or 

The World Zionist Organisation" vbioh contained also ocaprebenaive reo0111Nndations 

tor the tutur• activities ot the Zionist MOT•111t in the United States. I • 

persuaded that "'bat nMde to be said on the 1ubj al.NadJ been aaid. BoweTel', 

r 
vbat needs to be dona baa untortunatel.J Jiot !-=-"'.:"~==---.s=~ 

The oontusion in hioh ·a ......ir n fV!l 'V' 

1
s toa4 ot talkiag and 

vriU.11& 11 due not ao auob t olarit to objeotivea er ideoloa, 

but to a lack ot dynaaio• ot aotioa oa our par\ agrantec! b7 tbl tailure of tbl 

gcn-ff-•\ ot Iar .. l to d•fi• ud ult• eoouro for the..,..,.,~, u tM iutr)a9Jlt 

ot tbe .Jevi1h people, it.a 1peoifto reaponaib111t1•• in tba field ot tud-«'aisiag, 

1adgration aad Mttl-nt. 

There oaa be ao powertul Zionist 0Jt1anisatioa nat.1oull1 ar iat.rnationalq 

wale•• it ia eD4CNl4 vi\h power, unl••• it ia u11ped a large and vital area u4 

eorre1polldlnc autb.aritf to O&fff tbroqh vbat. bu been oalled the aeoon4 pba • 

ot tbl Zioaist program vhS.oh began vi th the eatabl1abaeat ot t.ha state, --~, 

t.bl in-lathering ot the .Jwa of the Diaepara, vho dulr• t,o 1ettl.e 1n Iarael. 

!be strength ot the Zion11t. IIOT-•t and arganisat.ion vill in the laat 

auq1l1 oarn•poad to tM 11•• and aportanoe ot the tuka vhiob are apeoitioallJ 

a11i1•4 to tbla. The a11l1•• la eaoh iutanoe, direotl.J or ildinotl.J, 1• tbe 

gover a\ of Iar 1. Wboll the twaot1- and au\hari\J aad \be ad■laietratifl 
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oo titutea a •11•1 aohie'H•at. tor Zioni-. TM:, do aot mark the tultillaaat 
ot allot ita du.• 

The lepGl'·t. ot tu Caad 1ioa oa Zlonlat. Coqreaa Probl ... , whioh vu aet 

up b:, th• AlHrioaa Seotloa ot the Jevi1 A.geao,, which repr••••ta all Zioll11t 
parties la our oouatr:,, at.at.a the .... oonolwai a ln other vord.1. "The 
est.abl11Jaeat. ot tbl 10YV11a, iaternat.loaal.lT-r•ooenlud State ot Iarul couti / 
~ a moaent.OQII 1t.a1• towvd1 the realisat.ioa ot the Zionist goal."o 

There has also -r1•4 1ub1tut.ial acr• ... •t u to the need ot maint.ailliag 

a ••oaa Z1on11t araanlsaUon to oarr:, tbl aov-•t throa,h ita next stag•• to 

the ult.iaate tul.tillaeat ot &11 ot lta atu. 

Tbe Ritld.ad Report define, th tutun al.a u4 tunotiou as tollovaa 

1. To satecuard the int.grit nd indepeadenoe ot the St.ate ot Israel 

ate t with the lava of 

aiat.aaoe to the people ot Iarul, will prmot• the speed:, lliaratioa to 
Iara•l ot Jews de1irou ot sett.liq therein, will further their ad.equate 

preparatioa, econOld.o abaarpt.loa ud oultval llltearatioa ud will cooperate 
in lifting the standard. ot lit• 1 Israel. 

2. To asaiat 1n the organi1at1oa ot all Jewry tor ti. abov .... tated purpon1 
b:, meau of looal a.S 1eneral ina~ t.utioa i oontorai t:, with looal lav. 
3. To atrenatban l•wi•h Nntiaent ud ooualeuane11 as a people aad 

prcaote it.a oultural onaU'f1.t7. 

The leport. ot tlle u.rieaa SeoUoa ot the Jeviah A.genc1 praotioal'-7 NS te1 

the1• 1dent1oal a.hill ia the tollovlag vordl1 

(a) to extend to tJae State of Israel tbe tull 1upport aeoe11ary to euure 

ite e•oncm.o deTelopaeat and politi l nourit:,J 

(b) to further the apeff11n-cather1ng into the State ot Israel ot all 
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1. IZO aball be reoo1nl•ed b7 he S te •• tm 1111•-~-at ot tbt 

lev111l people t ouahout tbt vorlcl tor aooomplallllent ot tbe 
tam \ torth 1n thla Charter, ud. otber pu lie orsaniaatioa 
•hall be permitted to operate 1n Iu- 1 vith t 1~ Joiat 

oo•••t ot the xeoutift ot 'Ule O and thll over•ent ot I,r .. 1. 
2. The tuotiou of tbe WZO 1• Iarul ahall 1 oludea 

(a) Or1aniaa\io ad adaiilitration ot ilmdgratio. 

(b) aintenance f thl 1-dgran 111 tbe illiU 1 • • ot t ir 

abaorptie ia\o the l"Ul"al • urb • DCIIY' of Israel aad ooopera-
tioa vi the G er .. nt 1 oolordsation eftlopaeat 

a1Md at the permanent intearatio ot tbe 1111igr nta into the 
HOa<IIIJ Of the 1 nde 

It 11 ot inter••t t 

ripta and authori t7 ot tba w~crd-•z 

PriM iniater n Gur1oa 

the 

t11,,-.~~JIM :• tlr1t •uu••ted b7 

elWnate all Milliatera ot the Goftr•ent tbe ncu iYe ot th.ii Jevieh Age 07. 

It 11 clear that vi th Vie dialmtioa ot tM atat• t tbe orld Zio at 
Organisatioa, tbe 1tat al10 ot the Zioaiat IIOftlleat 1a the United State, ad 
t the Zionist Or aniaation of Aaerioa baa autauUoalJ.T dilliaiabed. It 1• bttoClld., 

1aoreaa1nal.J' 1••• •11Dit1eaat allll la•• relanat, u4 A.llerioaa JeV1 are qu1ok to 
rMliH ud to react aooarcl1a1l1. Tba7 an be1lui111 \o valk: avaJ fl"oa aa or1aD11a­
tioa v, ioh a o ••rlOIII role to pl.q la tu4-raia181 tor Iarael, alnoe tbl 
10ft -•t. or Israel ha• olearl.J iadlca'-4 1ta retereaoe for non-Zioniat control 
cner tuad-ra1a1q lat.bl Ua1W tat.a. Tb11, of eourae, •• the ••nilll ot th• 
atruul• tvo 79ara a,o vhio 4• t ti.a laterft tloa ot the 1cner••11t. we lo1t, 
r•ulti .. la a t.rial bur\ to ti. tuda and aa irreparable hurt to the ioni1t 
Org 1sat1o ot laerloa. I aak v t. • A•r1oaa Z10D11ta, vb t t •1••• 
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I aa persuaded that ti- ennta ot the next tev 7eara vill also d•o•trate 

that the 1ntaat •tat. ot I•rael require• a stroag ZOl, ••peeiallr in the Uai te4 

States, to ensure oontinued eoonOllic support. The tJJl tund• aN tolloviac a 

oourse ot d1alaiahlnc returu. IA•• i• being contributed to our \leltare l'Wada, aad 

ot the l••• aore i• beiq drained ott tor looal ••• Thia prooeaa is deatiaad 

to reach oataatrophio proportiou in the vab ot the continui11g aad u-dildniahillg 

illldgratioa Meda ot I1rael Wll•• the Zioldataot laerioa are mobilised to halt it. 

The aoa-Zioni•ta, vho were not unfriendly' to Israel, aad vbo tor a the 
---

WN inspired bf the gloriou eTeata vhlch traup1N4, to giTe 1••rouly and t,o 

grant priori tr to the 1111eda ot Israel, are nov beiag euil.y perauaded to a cal• dova 

th.ir giviag to vhat is called a •nonul11 lnel, and to gin priorit7 to their 

local 0011111waity needs. Onl.7- lo,al ud diacil.p 1•4 Ziollieta, vb•• alle11uoe to 

T 
tba moTeMat is aot ot 7Nter.dq -- a ~~ .. __:.._~~-:, ....... _,.,......___..., __, 11 1nT01Yed in the 

building ot a 1tate, ud vb diat,...,'\Afl ouatiag eooncaic crisis 

in Israel, can be ur1ball hi• rtunatelr 1 t 1• in this 

Ter, area ot tund-rai•iac that the anthorlt1 ot lileriou Zionist. hu beea 

• aenrq daaagecl and their aorale badl.7 shaken. 

Tbua eTer7 politioal and econOllio oouideratioa calla tor a ■arenctbeaiag 

ot Ziolli•• aad ot the Zionia t Orgaa1sat1• not tor the 1ake of Zionists, but tor 

the sate ot Iarael, aad I repeat again, the •olutioa 11•• i n the llaiD la the 

band1 ot tbl gowraant ot I1rael. 

What I said abollt the adY11abillt1 tor the pnr-•t ot Israel 
.,,,, 

voluntarily curb ita propeu1t1•• tor oentral1sat1• aad inoorpcratioa 1Ja order 

to allov tor a ••••arr -••UN ot tNed011 aad authorit1 to the World Zioai1t 

Orgaa1aat1• to oe:n1 oa etteot1T•l.J' appll•• pth eqaal fora• to tbe World 

Zionist Or1alliaatloa in ita relation to its oonatitmnt part•• Thu tbe Zieaiata 

ot the Uldted States should be allewd to 0&rr7 on their wart ft the berioaa 



• 

ao••• with a 1111111aa ot lnterTentloa traa the World OrgaDisatioa, but aubjeot, ot 

ooarse, to thl baalo pollo7 deoiaions ot the Coagre••• The Jevish l eD07 ahould •• 

a rule not uadertab to do a117 vork on t.he lnaer1oan see• either in the eooncaio 

or pol1t1oal tield, or in fund ralainc, vhioh the l meriou Zionist groups th elves 

organised terri tor1ally or ua1 ted more taraally oan do. There should t. ao 

duplloatioa or ettart. TbeN should be no division or autborit7. The Zioaist 

0C1111Wlit7 or the United States, llke the World Ziolliat Organisatioa, itaelr, requires 

olearl.7 defined, caapNhenaiYe and im.olate areas ot tuaotloaa and rNpouib111tie1 

ia order to giTe it signitioanoe, viW.lt7 aad prestige in the herioan Jewiab 

oGIIIIIWdtf. 

it oar last oonnntioa in Jew York a 7ear ago, I uraed upon the dele1ate1 

three thiags. a., ■axi■ua politioal ■obillsatioa. The 1tre111theD1ag or the 

American Zioaist Counoil, and the oonti1111ed po 11 
. ' 

ation of herioan public 

to OGIM• 

Two, I urged printe iDTeat-aeat. I appealed tor a prograa ot action 

vhioh would make eftl'7 Zioaiat la the United State, u iDTeator in IGM Palestilliu 

eooDClllio project. I urged the expanaioa or the work ot ti. Iara•l Corporatioa. 

The Coanatioa endorsed this prograa. Uatortuaateq, tor reuou beat know to 

itaelt, tbe ooup dear•• vaa 1ifta to tbe Israel Corporatioa, aad it. deal•• la 

no way profited tbe Pale1ti• looDalllo Corparatioa or •117 other Corporatioa. 

Surely w oaaaot bl.aae the gOTer eat of Iarael tor our failare to do a larae, 

ooutruotiw Job ia this field. Our failure 1a due to what I oalled earlier a 

"laok ot tbe qnud.01 ot aotioal oa our part. Tbis field et print. lanataea\ 

still reul u o ot tM two prinoipal purp•e• b7 which the ZOl oaa juatity 1 ta 

exiateaoe. 
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U vi.1U or uuble t.o uad.n-ta • the bard 1'01"k 111 tu•• ••••nt:lal 1el<la, 

tach t vu a nt v.rit.1na artlol• on t • DN4 tor J•v1• 4'ducat1oa ud tor 

ocratl••t1oa ot ti. A loa Jevieb o wdt.7. Iaportan\ aubj.ota 111d.ffd, bu 

aw, .. aoo p11• veq little vo urpat needa ot larul • Wa 

• •t - capital ud 

It 1• rurt nit tr ad to •Foat hapartant proj•cta or 

!D.OCNC11 the icu Jwie avant.ha\ thlre 
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w1 •• 1-port t matter•• Nat:17 r our 1on1 the• &DTO OUJ" 

Zio ta are at vor 1 t • Zio at. aniaatioa •• ,uo baa a vital 
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iaatere t 1a tha • jec , ut it.a 1 tere tin ust tort tw 1 
ecadar7 o priul7 a o 1111111 ter••- whicb oonoer I rael. ez-• ve 

at.ro enough and adequately uipped in •tart and finance• to do all th••• thiJaC•, 
10 IIUC the better. ut ,,,. are not. • lo 

the pr• st ta ke or state buildi to hie 

• aN not, for auoh 1 as 

•• set ur nd, are -
a d 1perate econcaic ri•• niat 1 Iarael - our priu.ry ooncen u a ioniat 
lg•ao7 aust be vith the econaaio eupport and th4a rahalli ot anpowr tor l1r el, 

, ot cour1e, with J.1t1cal action wbenenr c••U'J• h1 ia the speoitlc 
thouaht, ot at all the excluaiw prorlace t the ioniat ■o nt. • exclude 
noth1 that le Jevieh. • 1tr••• onl.J la th11 cr1t1oal hour prioritt ... Firet 
thi e :t:lrat1 

ooordi 17, 

aotio. ot ae ot 

Jevi b urriv 1. ut ot act!~ g o 

uld d b7 aouad J\ldpeat, nd vhioh 

vill be o• ot 

of' tiaulouai, worded 

l\9l!f.ll, Fll.l..,O'red ph1loeopb1ea tor 

,- 107&1. t7, which 1■ 

eat cOllllitaenta which ve 
rtake in tM ei&}lt or the vorl4 nd or h1■t017, When w •cl r to tbe nationa 

or th. world ttgJ. 

state, vhioh will 

• cha • • vill uild a ind, •tro and !loble J'•wi b 

boo Israel d a bl•••1 to JIIUklJd • be o n- bQ 

• gift to us. Let u heretGl"e o about our tuk ot buildlac enerpUoally, 

aacritioially', with• er h ta a villi nds. 



ADDRESS BY DR. l BBt HILLEL SILVER 
QM 

THE ZIONIST ORGl.N~iJ',.ION OF l.MERIC:. 
ON THE l.r.IBRICl.?l._SC ..... JE 

Delivor~d Sund~y July 2, 1950 
Hotel Stevens, Chicago, Illinois 

Before the ZOl Convention 

I have been t'.sked to speak on "The ZOA On The mcrica.n Scene". I run frank 

to confess that I have nothing ~v: to soy on the subject. I have spoken on this 

subject in extenso nt lc[:st c half dozen times in the lo.st tv!o ycers before 

regional nnd national Zionist gatherings. M~ny others hrve spoken ~.nd written 

on the sr-.me subject. ll. t our lo.st conva.ntion in May, 1949, the Rifkind Commission 

presented a. carefully pre1x-'1red report on °Tho Future Progrc.m ~nd Contributions 

Of The rlorld Zionist Organizt'.tion" v,hich contained c.lso ~omprchensive recommondc­

tions for the future r.ctivitics of tho Zionist Uover:1ent in the United St~tcs. I 

am persundcd tho.t whnt nocds to bft sc.id on thC! subject hr.s .... lrE:c.dy been so.id. 

whnt needs to be do o hns unfortunately not been donet 
'l..,f/v-( 

Tho confusion in rr.nks of which everybody is fond of tr.i.lking nnd 

writing is due not so much to n le.ck of clarity as to objectives or ideology, 

but too lnck of dynnmics of ~ction on our p.rt nggrnvntcd by the f . ilure of tho 

government of Israel to define ~nd m~ko secure "for th 

of th8 Jewish people, its specific rcsponsibil 

immigretion nnd settlement. 

m~nt, as the instrument 

field of fund-r~ising, 

\/ There cr.n be no po.mrful Zionist Orgnniz .... tion no.tiont:-.lly or intornetionnlly 

unless it is cndotmd with power, unless it is ass igned a largo r.nd vit.'.11 crcn c.nd 

corresponding ~uthority to carry through whet has been celled the second ph~~sc 

of the Zionist progrt,m which bogr.n with the establishment of the Ste.to, nnmoly, 

the in-gnthcring of the Je\·'ls of the Diaspora, who dc:siro to settle in Isrosl. 

V The strength of the Zionist movE;ment ,.nd organization will in the last 

analysis correspond to the size nnd import~ncc of the tasks 1hich r.ro spccificnlly 

cssigned to them. Tho .ssignoe in ec..ch inst:-.ncc, directly or indirectly, is the 

government of I :;ri cl. .'.'hen tih : functions ~nd c..uthority -:nd the c..dmin:15 trr. tive 

scope in tho fields of fund-raising, rosettler.1ent end upbuilding arc ncrro~cd 

and ercsed, tho vitality of tho movement nnd the str ngth cf its organizott~n 

are correspondingly cut down. 

Pcrhcps they should be reduced. ·.1'1:,rhn:p3 our movement should reconcile it­

self to c. ~il'Q 8ftti speedy liquid~tion. If that be so, thun we should not lnr.icnt 

the decline in our orgnnizntion~ strength nor clcmor for tho rc-vitnlizction of 

the movement. Y:,u cannot eat the pie nnd h"ve it too. T. LO~·-· ·.ho stcndily push 

for the ob8orption of 11 real nuthority nnd control by tho gov0rnmont; those 

who in prcctico treat the Zi.)nist O ... gcnization r.s just ono nmong a number or Ju :ish 

(P~ORE) 

I 
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bodies of equal or perhcps of greater importance :inste~d of regarding it as the ---
representative body of the Jewish people which created the State of Israel, end 

must now complete the implementation of the full Zionist program, but who at the 

se.me time utter pictistic phrases about the need for a strong Zionist movement, 

are €ithor deluding the~selves or nro guilty of double talk. I nm afraid thnt 

what some of them actually have in mind is the desirability of continuing the 

Zionist Organization solely for the ur ose of h~ving some scolding nddr ss, or 

J 
convenient whipping boy for the resentment and blame of whatever eoes wrong. 

I am not persuaded that the confusion in our ranks is ell that it is mnde 

out to be. Fairly substcntial agreement has emerged among Zionists follouing the 

first exciting and confusinr year of victory touching the future aims and tasks 

of our movcr.1cnt. There vms n time ·.·,hen v10 had to caution even our own Zionists 
( 

against their delusions their exultation. ~any believed that the 

Zionist victory was now complete and final ~at the politic~l struggle wes 

definitely over and that tho full Zionist program h d now been accomplished. 

However, most of them were soon sobered. For some time no~ trcro has been sub-

stantial agreement touching tho ¥5il'C.1.'e.J. che.racter of v1hat has been achieved. 

t, that~he 
It is novr recognized, 

establishment nnd international 

a signal achievement for Zionism 

of its aims." 

Israel constitutes 

~e fulfillment of all 

The Report of the Co~~ission on Zi hist Congress Problcns, which ras set 

up by the American Section of the sh l:gcncy, which re resents tll Zionist 

parties in our country, str.tes th srune conclusion in othor ·.rords. "The 

establishment of the soverign, • ternation~lly-recognized Stntc of Isrccl consti-

tutcs a. momentous ste.gc to ·:c;: r. s tho realization of tho Zionist goal". 

Thero ha.s also emerge subst ntial agreement ~s to the need of maintaining 

a strong Zionist organiz ion to carry the movement through its next st~gcs to 

the ultimate fulfillme t of all of its ai~s. 

The F.ifkin4 Re the future aims and functions as follows: 

1. To d the integrity and indGnondcnco of the Stctc of Israel as 

the scvera countries 7hcrcof Zionists are natione:.ls or inhr.bitants; 

to this o d, the Zionist movement ·rill r ,:nder mornl end tll'.terie.l as-

to the people of Israel, ,ill pronote the speedy migrction to 

f Jews desirous of sottlinc therin,. ill further thoir adcquc.tc 

prop e.tion, economic a sorption end cul tur~.l intogrntion e.nd ·1111 cooocrate 

in lifting tho standard ci'{ life in Isr~cl. 

(more) 
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2. To assist in tho orgc.nizc.. tion of ell Jewry for the ubovc-str:ted purposes 

by menns of loccl :-nd gonerc.l institutions in conformity iJith locnl lnv1. 

3. To strengthen Jewish sentiment and consciousness cs a people and 

promote its cultural crcotivity. 

ThE; Report of the : ... mericr.n Section of the Jei·Jish Agency pr"'cticrilly rost~tes 

those identicr.l D.ims in the following words: 

(a) to oxtend to the Str.te of Israel the full support nece:ssnry to ensure 

its economic development end politiccl security; 

(b) to further the speedy in-ge thE:ring into the S t::to of Isrr.:ol of ~11 

Jews who wish to go and live there, c.nd to prepnre thao for integrntion 

into the S tn te ; 

(c) to represent the interests r.nd views of the JcvJish people in r.11 

matters connected v,ith its p,~rticipation in the upbuilding of Isro.ol; 

(d) to foster Jewish continuity c'.r1d str1Jngthcn Jewish spiritunl 

crectivcness. 

✓ Substanti~l cgrecment c.lso emerged ao to the r l ~tionship between the 

Zionist Movement c.nd the govorruncnt of Isrc. 1. 

for pnrtisnn or selfish reasons h'.ve done thei 

suspicion, end inflr.me passions ov r this issue,. 

been thoso who either 

il the wr.ters, excite 

record is quite cle c...r. 

✓ It wns fully realized by ell right-thinking people th-:-.t in order to 

nccomplish thE:;ir common purposes, there must be in ull matters, 8§&siR to qtt~ 

t cordir.l consultc.tions, friendly coop r r,tion, :.nd intollig(mt 

coordinr.tion :; ith the authorities of Israel No rcsponsiblo Zionist leGd ~r 

ever ndvocuted tho support of 111-lr.frc..duh - "sopc.. rc.tion" bctwcc.:n the gov(;rnmcnt 

and the movc::ment, bot JO(.;n Isrncl o.nd the Diaspora, v~hich sorac perty he cks hrvc 

mischievously made it out to be. 'i.t the m cting of the li.ctions Committee: 1.n 

September, 1948, it vms decided upon the insistence of tho , .. r.ioric ... n Zioni.sts thc. t 

Ministers of the Stnte of Isrcel should not c.t the sc.nE: tinQ be members of the 

Executive of tho orld Zionist Org"nizction, £'..nd thut no funds of the: l"orld 

Zionist Organizc.tion should be contributej to the gov,Jrnoent of Isro. 1. This 

action was dictnted not by c;.ny dc..sir, t.o build u wall of sepr. r [l.tion bet we •n 

tho govvrnment ~nd tho Zionist mov ment - or to bar tho closest cooperation 

between them, but to reguL .. rize the formal, juridical rel"tionship between 

t"Jo parties, one n sov.,roign nnd indopcnd~nt state, nnd the other a int rn tiont.1 

movement. In the absence of such a cle,r cut, legal separation, our mov~ment 

might ecsily be subjected in some countries to the ch~rgo of being o tool of 

a foreign govornmont and its member ngents of the foreign government, nnd guilty 

(MORE) 
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or dual cllegiancc. It was to obviate this denecr of exposing our movement to 

such charges and in order to facilitntc normnl, uninvolved forms of cooperation 

between government and movement that the tctions Committee m~dc the decision 

which it did. It was, of course, anticipated thct problems of ndjustment would 

arise and that points of friction would have to be polished off. It was clearly 

realized that colonization, resettlement, the care and econo~ic integration of 

the imr.iigr~nts could not possibly be curried out by the Jewish Agency represent­

ing the World Zionist Movencnt without the const~nt consultation and close 

cooperc.tion with the authorities of the State of Israel. To suggest, however, 

that the action which vrn.s taken created insurmountable difficulties for the state 

end movement is stuff and nonsense. 

I am afraid thnt it WC'.s the desire of certain government forces to take 

over nll the immediate functions, operations and controls which belong to tho 

~orld Zionist Organization - and I do not at all qucstiqn the sincerity of 

their motives - which was oainly responsible for the tensions which ensued, and 

which finally culr.dnated in the action which was taken at the recent meeting of 

the hOtions Cor.unittce for the coordination of a Join Development Authority, 

preasiv fncadc of partnership by allowing eque~ p~esentation to the Agency. I 
~ 

run not at all sure that this new arrangement will not at some time or another 

gravely EUnbarrass our r.iovenent in our country or elscnhcre, and will not gjvc 

rise to d plorable situ~tions which we sought to obviate in September, 1948. 

The new arrangement was arri vcd at at the recent meeting of the I.\ctions 

Committoo is surely not the one that was envisaged by the American Section of 

the Jewish Ageney when a few months ago, after many meetings, and in full know­

ledge of all the facts including the problems created by mass immigration and 

the so-c&lled Hafradnh, it proposed that a Charter should be given to the World 

Zionist Organization by tho government of Israel. The Charter should provide that: 

l. The :7ZO shall be rec()f,nized 'by the State as the instrument of the 

Jewish people thr~hout the world for accomplishment of the 
I 

tasks set forth in this Charter, and no other public organization 

shall be pcr~itted to operete in Israel without the prior joint 

consent of he Executive of the '1ZO and the Government of Israel. 

2. The funct ons of the iTZO in Isrcel shall includes 

(a) 

(b) 

d administration of immigration. 

he immigrants in the initial stages of their 

abs rption into the rural and urban economy of Israel and coopera­
(more) 
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tion with th Government in coloniz~tion and dev~lopm nt schemes 

aimed at the integration of tho immigrants into the 

economy 

It is of 

and nuthority of the World Zic 

Minister Ben Gurion himself. 

the iden of u Charter defining the rights 

cnization was first suggested by Prime 

ore the decision vms tc.kcn to 

eliminnte nll ?.inisters of he Government fro. the Executive of the Jewish .gcncy. 

j It i~ clear that ~ith the diminution of the st~tus of the World Zionist 

Orgcniz~tion, the stntus else of the Zionist movement in the United States ~nd 

of the Zionist Organization of la.merica has nutomaticr.lly diminished. It is be­

coming increasingly less significnnt nnd less relevant, and hmcrican Jews arc 

quick to reclize und to re~ct accordingly. They nrc b~ginning to wnlk awny from 

nn orgnnizntion which hns no serious role to plny in fund-raising for Israel, 

since the government of Israel has clearly indicntcd its preference for non­

Zionist control over fund-raising in the United Stntes. This, of course, was the 

meaning of the struggle two years ·1go which.> due to the intervention of the govern­

ment) we lost, rcnulting inn m~terial hurt to th~ funds and an irreparable hurt to 

the Zionist Orgunization of kmerico. 

threw themselves so &ngerly into the 

fluencc of the Zionist Orgunizet· /.1.mcricn 

to dis-credit ZOl~ 

ment in the 

the funds, 

., d le~dership, whnt 

as a result of their 

hose hmericon Zionists, who 

in-

structure, [l.nd 

o the Zionist move­

United Stnt0s, or to 

li.1;1ericc.n Jews n beginning to wclk nv1"y from an org nizction which only 

pcriphcrelly touches ho essential tusks of tod~y t.nd of tomorrow - immigration 

and settlement. They ere losing interest in an orgcnizction which is prohibited 

from rnising funds ov n for its own pc.rty activities in Isrncl - which other 

Zionist pnrtics ~ref c to do - having been beguiled into accepting in lieu of 

independent, lifc-nour hing uctivitics the honor of hcving two colonies, built 

in Israel, out of 

as ZOA colonies. 

on funds collected by the J0wish l.gcncy r.nd onrmr.rked 

We nrc in dc.ngcr of ecoming a typical l.1.mcriccn lodge, restricted to the 

custonw.rJ routines or tm ican lodges nnd fraternal organizations, instead of a 

gr~at, cre~tivc nntionnl movement. 

If ~nizntion has been rcduc~d in status, authority and in freedom of 

action, the remedy lies not with us here, but vlith the government of Israel. 

The government or Isrnol should make up its mind whether it really wants n strong 

Zionist movement to carry on for a considercbla time in the future. I1' it does, 

thon it will have to curb ite own quito nnturnl propensities tounrd centralization. 

(MORE) 
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and incorporntion nnd deliberately r eplenish the power tlnd authority of tho 

Zionist Organizction and r e-instate it as a suprom8 agency of the Jev:ish uco le 

to execute, in close cooperation with it, of course , the full progr!'IJ!l of 

"Kibbutz galuyot". 

✓ I was plcnsed to o same o inion 

Committee meetings of those who 

uttered these 

f11milinr echo 

✓ 
I am afrnid rat er bolat~d ec oes, and not quite genuine. 

I believe that it is to the adv ntage of Isrnel thnt a maxil'!lum of initiative, 

independence and authority be vested in the ryorld Zionist Organization as long 

as such ~n org nization is deemed necess~ry, and in my judement it ~ill be 

neccssnry for at least another generP-tion, if we , re in earnest r. bout bringing 

into Israel another t wo or three million Jews nnd plan for their economic inte­

gration and render the stete maximUf.1 political sup ort in the crises 1hich ~re 

certain toe.rise in the life cf the ew _epublic. Thjs is not a question of 

Zionists living outside of Isr el, ~ho arc trying to dict~to to th€ government 

of IsrQel - or to influenc~ its sover eign decisions. Thi is a red herring 

·nhi ch is often dr21.11n across the path of tli.i 

in passing I should like to submit to you 

poor public relations, but also the work of 

e a d inescc?.pable issue . Jind 

not only poor taste nnd 

l ecture world 

Jewry, and more especially hr:tcrico.n Je:·:ry, to keep its hands off nnd not to 

meddle in the affairs of Israel at the very ti□o ~hen they rll'e being desperately 

aya continuously soljcited f or holp and su~oort. 

\J I h~ve not observed anywhere any pArticuJar desire to Meddle in tho v.ffairs 

of Israel, unless tho survival of poli ticctl p2.rties in Zionisri, ;hich e ntE-dated 

the establishment of th£ StRte, eech with its distinct progrnm, and euch 

maintaining affiliation with some political party in Israel, may be Seid to 

constitute meddling, If that is th8 case , then the political p rtics in Isrcel 

whi~h constitute the St,.t e of Israel, sho1.lld der:mnd th: liquidation of their 

pnrty branches in the Diaspora. The zo;~ has indicated time -nd again th&t it 

would welcone such ction provided it is concerted c.nd uniform for all. 

J The question is not one of meddling at Gll, nor of s ccl· ing ~dos or credit, 

The question is whether the ~orld Zionist Org2nization, ~nd, th ~reforc, its con­

stituent parts such ns the hmerican Zionist Organization will be assigned to 

mo.j or responsibility for completing the total Zionist progrf'.m and •rill be 

gr nted an ndequ tc □casure of authority vnd freedom to accomplish it. Tho 

answer, I repeat does not lie with us or ,·,i th the ~orld Zionist Organization 

or with the Congress, but with tho government of Israel. 

(more) 
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Th Congress of 195 - if it meets in 195 - will be very unlike all the 

Congresses which preceded it. The former Congresses were, in o sense, the 

Pc.rlioment of the Jewish Stnte in the making. Fortunr.tcly for us in 195 , there 

already exists o Jewish Stntc which hos its ovm Pnrlinment. Thus the 195 Congress 

will not logisloto for the State of Israel. It cnn only plan economic and political 

support for that Stote end further immigration ~nd tho mobilizntion of World Jewry 

for these tasks. But all such plnns and decisions will noturelly be subject to 

the approval of the Government of Israel. It will not be the Congress which will 

determine the scope end form of our movement, but the govGrrunent of Israel. Unless 

the govcrnr.ient of Isroel is prcpr.rod to allow the Congress, that is the World 

Zionist Organization, wide latitude and cuthority, freedom and independence to 

carry on a precisely defined progrnm of action, it wore wiser not to convoke any 

Congress at all; for the Zionist movement might very well emerge from such a Con­

gress even more shnken end diminished than it is at prosent. It is for tho govern­

ment of Isrnel cnrefully to balance the goins which might nccruc to it from totDl 

centralization and control against the lo$ses which arc bound to result from the 

dopletion of its original so 

The events of the le.st f course, demonstrated how much the 

infant state of Israel neods a strong Zionist rg iz~tion in the United States 

ond perhnps elsewhere for vital political support , sely we begnn to demobilize 

politic~lly soon after the establishment of tho Sta-t. We were then told by 

Israeli politicnl authorities that the government of Israel would from now on 

look after its own politicel interest in Washington. Flushed with victory,-Aet 

~i1el3 ef 1'he11 OM'l ntak±ng, they become over confident. Over-confidence led 

to the first mnjor defeat of the Isrcel government in the lsscnbly of the United 

Nations on the question of the internationalization of Jerusalem, a defeat which 

hos now been partially retrieved. Some Zionist ~rties like the Ponle Zion, 

through spokesnen, urged the ir.unedinte liquidation of the lmericnn Zionist E~erg­

ency Council. The controversy which raged ~round the funds ot tho close of 148, 

and tho consequent discrediting, however unintentional, of tho 4mcricnn Zionist 

leaders by the Israel government aaa..-still further weakened our politicnl stond­

ing in Washington,,.....[S02_Jt~h~a1.,Ju~lJJ:~11:l..~~~.!!::wJ..~WWQ.~:.-..en!ei::-i'-~tl'trr 

• The For a 

long time we wero stymied in the matter of tho refusal of our government to sell 

arms to the stato of Israel while the hrab states were being amply supplied by 

Groat Britain. We hove recovered some ground since as a result of the growing 

awareness on the part of American Zionists nnd the gov€rnment of Isroel of the need 

for unflagging political mobilization, vigilance and oction to hold and defend 

(MORE) 
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what h~s been won. We ~f.(l st· not out of thG woods by cny mocns. Notwithstnnd­

ing the joint statement of Th e Powers which wfl. s issued on .fay 25, the st~t c of 

Isrr.c l hns, ~s yet, received o r eply to its formnl request mndc l est Fcbrucry to 

the govcrnnent of the tes for peroission to purchnsc c. r r.w in this 

country. The flow of l~rnb stl' tes from Gror: t Britain - jot pL .. nes, 

bombers, tnnks - is continuing checked and these ~rms nrc intended not for 

domestic security purposos or t defend the region c.gninst tho Soviets, but to 

nttnck Isreel ct the first fcvo ~ble moment. The r esponsible politica l nnd 

militr. ry leaders hav tim.e nnd l-ti:Jlin r.lerted us to this prospect. The irnbs hnvc 

every intention to resume hosti1 ies. So thct on one pretext or cnothcr thoy have 

refused until no~ to mnke peace. Quite definitely, therefore, tho smnll, young 

and raen'"'c d stnt e of Israel st~n in need of :i strong Zionist orgcniz::ition in the 

support it politicnlly in the c _._ tuo.lity of nggression end threats of war. 
,. 

I am persuaded th[' t the f;V n t s of the next f ew yc,lrs will clso dcmonstr~t c 

tho.t the infnnt state of Isr,:i.01 requires n strong zo:1., ospc.:cwlly in the United 

Stnt es, to ensure continued economic support. The UJA funds ar e following n 

course of dioinishing returns Less is bLing c nttibut d to our Welfar e Funds, 

nnd of the less more is bein d c.inod off for lo 1 .... d • This process is dos-

tined to reach cntnstrophic prp ortions in the v.tlk , of the continuing nnd 

undiminishing imnigr~tion nocd of Israel unless tho Zionists of .ncricn ~re 

/

obilizcd to halt it. 

The non-Zionists, who wcr1.:. not unfriendly to Israel, ond who for n tir1e 

wer0 inspired by the glorious cvants which transpired, to give g0norously ond to 

gr~nt priority to the n£cds of Is rael, c.r o nov, being onsily persuaded to scr. l o do1.1n 

their giving to whr.t is cnllod :. "noro~l" l evel, o.nd to give priority to their 

loc .. l community needs. Only lo"'e..l nnd discipli ned Zionists, whos o '"'llcgi~ncu to 

the movement is not of yostor ".~", v1ho undcrs t"lnd t.:11 t hnt i s involved in the 

building of n stnt e , Qnd who ~~- deeply disturbed by t ho ~ounting ocononic crisis 

in Israel, cen bo mc..rshalled t o r' rrest this tr0nd. Unfortunat ely it is in this 

very ~r 0a of fund-raising thct th authority of ~ericun Zionists hns been 

severely damaged end their mornle badly shaken. 

Thus every political and economic consideration calls for a strengthening 

of Zionism nnd of the Zionist Organizction not for the s~ke of Zionists, but for 

the s nkc of Israel, nnd I repent ognin, the solution lies in tho rJcin in the 

hnr of tho govcrnm nt of Isrncl, v Whnt snid about the advisability for the govc. mmcnt of Israel~ 

volunt~rily curb its propensities for ccntrolizction nnd incorporotion in order 
(MORE) 



to "llow for a necessr.ry mcc.sure 0f frecdon and a th ..,ri ty to the 'forld Zioni•·t 

Org nj zation to ccrry on effectively r. nlies with eq al force to t:1\., ·1orld 

Zionist Orgtnization in its rel~tion to its co1stitucnt perts . Thus the Zionis s 

cf th ., Uni tctl Stc'.tcs should be allowed to cnrry on t c.ir 'Tork on th1:.. ; criccn 

scone vith c. minir.n..m of intervention fro, the 'Jorld Orer:nization , but su jcct, of 

course , to the bc.,sic polj cy decisions of the Conrrcss . The Jei;•ish npency should as 

a rule not undert.Qkc tc do r.ny ·•:ork on the l:1.moricun scene ci thrr in the ec nomic 

or politicnl field , or in fund-raisinc , . hich ttrn :.merican Zionist fl'OU s thcms1..;lvos.1 

organiz,ed torri torio.lly or uni tcd , or0 formcJ.1/J crn c1o . TherG shoul be no 

dupli er. tion of effort . Thcr8 should bE: no di7ision of a 1t1·,c-ri ty . 'rhc Zionist. 

cornrmni ty of th0 United States , lil' 6 the 1'!or ld Zionist Or~~ni3 -ti en , its elf , rc(:ui rus 

cleo..rly defined , comprehensive nnd invj olr-.tc areas of functi0ns <.'..nd rv-- onsibili tir.:s 

in ordGr to give it signific;ince .t vi t, li ty nr:d prcsti[C: j n the:: li.m,-:ri cDn Jev.rish 

community . 

t our l~st convcntioq in Ne·.11 York a yecr 'lgu, I urg ··d upon the dole 12tes 

three things . One, ma:'"imum poli ticPl mobilizcition . The strcngthonine of the 

Aoerican Zionist Council, and t!lC continuGd poli ticc,l oduc .... tion of . mr· ri c._n public 

opinion to cour!terc ct ccntin 1in . 1 t.i- Zim;ist 

the pcrt of r&bs, Je-,·;s nd non- Jeus . Thi~ ;: 

to come. 

in t .c Uni tc 1 St, __ tc.s c•n 

0n , and for a long ti~~ 

Two, I urged private investment . I u Doalcd for a nrcrr['. 1 cf rction ·1hj ch 

:vouli.l mn.ke ov·-::.ry Zioni;.lt in the United St~-,_tcs .,n i~vEJs or in sor-t( Prlostinicn 

t.!COnof'l.ic proj vet . I urccd the .;.,:Xpw.nsion of the \':o-rk of tl ·c 1..sr~ Ll Corpor ... ~tion . 

The Convontion endor s 

itself, the cou dL 

this progr2rn . Unfor un·1.tc ly , for rck,sans Lest h10~:m to 

given to the Isr- cl Cor orction , ,.,_nd its dem:1se: in 

no ·:1ay profj tcd tLc F, J.,.:,st-i ne Econo. ic Cor .... ·or .. ticn or t .. ny c.tJ. r r Cur .o . • tic1 n . 

Surely ·vo cannot blc..m the fOvcrnmc.nt of Isr:-.cl fer cur f,,j luro to do ,' 1.-,r['o , 

constructive job i t. is field , Our fnj_lurc j s cluo to ·hnt I c,,.lled ~-r-.rlj er u 

" le.ck of the d nt...mj CG :: acti on11 on our p~rt . Thj s fi,~J d L°'f n ·ivetc.. inv..:strK.:nt , 

still remains one of t c t\'rn principt l !"'Urposcs by ,1·.j c'·1 tl:c :oii. cn:-1 justifJ its 

tcnce . 

Thre,e, I urecd o.n oxtensi·✓e ro'7rnm for the rr:obj lization of r.:::mpo-·:1. r to 

~ssist in thG up uilding of Israel -- a realistic progr:'.m of • u1 Ch .... lut~~iuth , 

cmbrc..cinr1 not only a[ricul turc but 11 skills r.nd e.11 trcdes and prC'l' ~ssi n.., 

v hich ·wuld su -oly by catc orie=;s such nu tors r..s Isr!"lcl v;o .lld need at nny ei v n 

time . A prorr .. ••. i ch ·:ould find the men, if r.c d bo tr:Jin thct1 , 11s sist in -tht:;j r 

tr.nsport ion , nnd fccilit.tc thoir intq_!rntion in the c..concr-1i life; of I r.,c1 . 

( more) 



... ... . DR. l .. BBh HILLEL SILVER - Pago 10 

It was clear to rao that what v,o needed to do was not to lecture to the 

Americnn Jews nbout their bounden duty to emigrate fortlw,ith to Isr ... 1, or to 

frighten theo with tho foreboding that their position in hmcricn was not secure. 

Such tactics will simply not v:ork. They cc.y on the other hand increase such r e­

sentment and bitterness which would seriously affect nll pro-Israel ectivitics in 

the United Stctcs. It is a wiser course by fnr to create opportunities, to offer 

guidance end encouragement, to inform and enlighten nnd stimulate interest nrnong 

our people, pnrticulnrly the young, to go to Israel nnd to porticipnte for n few 

years or pcrmn.nontly in the glorious enterprise of building tho state. Tho appeal 

should be to idealism, pride -:~nd to tho pioncoring spirit. 

Little or nothing has been do~c by us ·n this field. Hore cgnin the 

Unwilling or Ullc.~blc to undert e tho herd work in these essential fields, 

, 

much ti111~ was spent in v~riti ..«rticlt;s on tht; neud for Jo wish 0duc& tion "' nd for 

democratization of the 

such ns accomplish v-

ic •. n Jowish cor.u:iunity. Important subjects indeed, but 

littlo to meet the two urgent needs of Isrccl <, t this 

moment - capital nnd mcnpower. 

1 

/ ft is furtherest from my mind to deprec~te tho ir.lpo tnnt projects of 

~ ucr.tion c.nd--~iiMii~Cy in the l .. moricrin Jc, ish -community, but I ac awc.rc thct there 

nre other inportnnt orgcniz~tions in Araericnn Jo • ife which ore chnrgcd primer-

ily with these inportnnt matters . r any of our Zionists belong to them. Mnny of our 

Zionists arc L~t work in them. The Zionist Organization as such hns a vital 

interest in these projects, but its interest in them nust for the time being be 

secondary to tho primary nnd compelling interests which concern Israel. Wore ~e 

strong enough ~nd adequately equipped in stnff ~nd finnnc os to do ell those things, 

so much tho bettor. But we ere not. ls long as w~ ~re not, and for such time ns 

the pressing tasks of state building to which we hnve set our hnnd, ~re upon us -

and dospcrnt c econonic crises persist in Israel - our prinnry conc~rn as a Zionist 

hgoncy nust be with the economic support nnd the mnrshclling of manpower for Israel, 

and, of course, with political action whcnevor necessary. This is th0 specific 

thought, not at ~11 tho exclusive province of tho Zionist novcncnt. We exclude 

nothing that is Jewish. He stress only in this criticr.l hour priorities. First 

things first! 

Accordingly, I sncrc with you the hope that the next your will be one of 

action. Not one of gr.nndiose pronounc~ments and plans - or of octiculously worded 

definitions of v,ho.t we re a why - or of newly tailored philosophies for Jewish 

survival. But of nctio .ction 1hich is inspired by loyalty, ~hich is guided 

by sound judgr.iont, : nd w ch flows out of tho great conmitracnts which we undcrtnke 

in the sight of the wor nd of history. When vie declared to the nations of the 

v orld "give us the chn c o d we will build n fine, strong end noble Jewish state, 

which ,·Jill be a boon o Isro. l and a blessing to raankind". The chance has been 

given to us. Let us herofor go about our tasks or building energetically, 

sacrificially, with ager hears and willing hands. 
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