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I 

o 1 e tr~.1 of '-n. 
Cincimati, Ohio, , ~ ll, 1950 

~ Dr. A bll Hillel Sil r 

~-
... :wntyu 1 r cal1:s t? .d rencc o... pinion between the tw, nt 

.. _ • ...t. -4 • 
AU10raJ.01 rr.:l .. Cll _9 n?CO 

ye , prop. q . 'L n ta' m ~"r. t 

given tot . .. • 
while aabbi Joch.lU.m w.ntnir d t!la :•since . 

~een ta1~ n • 
.tutu.re : cancan J· • ··t , t • '1d 

sin £or to 

ars o tation at 

jJaodeaty • 'fo e to S<Qtthing 

ever wi bee to acknowledge puo • 

It we beat, therefore, in our ai8CU8sion to to go 

content l tbl bright and t.-pting apecula o£ propiw , 

'fthicla of innatigation a st,udy wi • what can a surw:f" o cur past 

Rm111mbe;r t.he ~s or old, consider which~ rw a a guide tar our tuture. 

yeare of maey- genaratJ.o ," 

for ryone aounl adY.1 • Experie i a 1d.• teacher, and will i a ;;a t lmilder. 

For progn;a am eurr.i.ftl a people should take comtNl or it 

redutely. 

t an brace ita lf1ll 

The .,rld Jewish CClllllUlity' 1s Yer., old. It 1 rhape re ntaliat.ic to speak 

~ world Jewish ()QMl\1mt1ea 1n the pluralJ tor the -~--- durin which the existed 

on]T one Jftiah ca■IIIUll1. ty 1n one place, in Pale ne, wwbere elae, is short in-

dNd • .Dlr1ng the last 2700 a ot our h:1.etolT, there ha existed a nmber ot 



Jewish r-awnn:tidos IWIUltanaowll,1' ine:ldt and outside or lsat:1.ne. DUl'i 1108t ot 

\heel~• the population ot tba ~ties out81at or lestin, .tar outruaborad t.ht 

Paleetinian Jewiah pc,p111J.a:t1on. The nt ~q:aion:m ot our aa.,,. that ot tbt co,. 

ex1st-enoa of 

eat BO 

1Ddl))8nc.le°' J'ewiah 11'1.B.1!.B ..,-~ .. 'U,1-,~.,r,. w:l 

8P11Cll:la:ting a to t rel.Ii on 

Jelr.1.sb exi:~l.e:noe. 

alXl t.req~ thq ~ 8 by 

or Jft'iab lit i 

na onal cent.er in •·~~I.nit. 

Jow1. CQ1anm +tie a tbrounb thJ centurie took on a wide variety of 0t: :Uonal 

toraw - in tact, rr:, oonoei: ~ .rorm, d1.r:ta.ted by oxterilal politJ.oal con:!1-

t.ione or iDtc'nal na1111"l"" single ttorn. "J"hA1t'i& co ld mt 

tor li 

constant i ir «amunll 

world or Clriatian or • 

and to l)G"IPll'tuate an:! tralr'U!III"'-' 

t oon't'ict1on that t 

.t1ni beliat 1n tblt lf\.lPoriiort 

ol 1r faith their '11111" ot lil'e. 

The e oc:mm1U11t,- ie ot 

t a 

a J.-dah ca-,rd:t, 

rg1jad. t.ba Will 

dfa11"8Etd :with a -1s.s1on am 

, ---~ delrt1X'tl 

iU.a ot b.1.at.oJ.7, albeit st m.t lr,08.[.ICt"O\l • It. .,. 

t1hctiw .r. •• .It i eet in a d1.t:1ncti: enYironlent. wrtha·Je•, it ,q,er

ienoea are not errt.1.1-e~ um.qua. It orprd.sat-1 l etructare bu prCIO&dent.e, nnd its 

problau of IIU!"'lll'1Y.iln nt,t, tbout parallel ~. n spec,ua , 

then.f'<lft, 

ot..berJu,,.;~,~:11111tm1·t1o 

eratio.ns. 

n I speak or t 

relig1 a up wb:lch, ldl8 r u 

, to ooneider u 

in 

op'lb 

the b.1.atoric ethnio

Iazwael, at' "Dettl Yisrul•, 



not !_...l,. " 888th 

n .... 111 • tba a.ssem.bly or ...,1, whetbor t 11 ralastina or 8Ca'htorcad ill a 
t d1aporsio , . eh aay, ~11' th 1 • l"ftllg1<mj :;.;;:;;;:,t;; 

.t.ru lAtd t.o _.... ite ident4:t71: ~ ~~~•1'-' om am indiv.1a1ble. 

was ~d'f• 1 o :re<,ot'(ied history ot •~'""' 

d:11190C1.4\ted• tJtOuall T..Pv.t,_ 

t.1.on. It is t1c-i.1lt to 

~t&m.n a881m:1Ja-

icb. -~ , tJie ~ • tl• etbrd.o the 

re, oue-~ ~n:r1:an1:.. It ·IIUJl"J."1(~~ to l\'mla.l)Br that, °'~::...pae 

ot t,,.4 Jowish stato • tat exile o~ the .peop]a_• both &n.111~ 

struct.i • ... :r the JfflfJ.111 J)IIOP.18 ooi- ts roJ[.:tglLOn col '.JApatd. 

tained the poop • ~ ple ffllll,tteeL11lEKl t tat 

fhere ~ r.roUD8 in ~ ~ • , . aaol 'Rbo 1"-1tt, aat,q 

at -det:an:u.a,t1on. am 1n 

8J19'Wl ~ idolau.-,- or 
nammwor 

t,_.&11119CJ.U ap:1.ndt jo tied t -bOetiGel'VG 

the• J.-lah ~ ~t. tho cneco-s:,rl.,an ~J. ru.1ttre. ~ ~ 

l'illllill' , tba 

who wmtt.e<lto li 

ii- -~Lo:nal 1dentt 

pot. 

• 

no 

~ 

... --u.i..M"t.1oO bel1et• and diac1plin8, 1xlt 

1r I tfllr .celCb a ..U. ~ +.hwlrw a1~.- nrmwa ~ 

J sh lire.. om.ftl t , 
the 1 the thairph1lpeoplv' ch 1.1m 'UaOCablbee 

-=• 11p a tollcn, "Iot us go ~ th ti» t.tbe1:) that cie arouikt 

t for 4 dlln:nrbl'M'.l ~ the, -



-
la Ii!:"\ in t , ,4 

hie. 1n \1 
. , to 

lt n, di ot 

~ • a 

to te io 

, 1tiona - a t nRC1t1~ ill 

ot 

ot n,.fl 

Ari. 'then, fl or l 

n 

i 
.,-

Dhilb$01 , 
• • • • 

is tho Jewim ~ • • • 
l\ • • 

ap;)statft, .1 r 
\ 

J,102'.I t":<rtbl 0 

ot I the 

w, ci~,_ th ~ 

1l 1uc . their ti , 
J ... • 

CO' l,"alT ~ 

J .. 
• ~ or 

• "...,. a mtroot.14 

lite. <o not 

to • Jew lo • ~ l,e 



-5-

the recognized 1 dcrn in the ntella tual :.ifo of t J .:sh oplo, a? d le 

·tic d uidcs . R cently n a olo-i t for • i gr-o of •uprooted J wi intel-
loc 18" wrote mxl r t suLject, • ewicll I· ntity in So-
ci tyw . Thi ielc a near d inn J h g z • which has been t mout pi ce or 
the "U ooted intellect ls" , a ma z • no 1 icl leg s J dai · to sort of post,-
scr pt, to ts li ra.r7 offerin 1 ro.i.n an e_ h.a • quontly ad 

lrl. th hin or porno - ap -zy-. Thia ga • ne is f:inanc a national J • sn organiza-
tion mad u ~ lusivaly of th very best op hie procJaias that t · Jewish 

o le i ~ basica - a rel · E.i u c.~u~..,· ty 

ti s its "de tion to ur e ~ at d 

the vitalit o~ o sp; it., l herita "• 

ntellc~t, lo 

whj_ch s t! tr t 1 • nse of 1i .: ? • 

t brou ht Jews to nact co 

history, ueh a... t turn to t 

The advant "' ot the otior.s , " 

.. ...,. de , in its state ent of views, a.t

sit lf to maintain aoo perpetuate 

n-i r characterizes sunderatood 

only by a certain emotion 

....... ~.ua~itiona that time after 

tic vents or t 1r 

car ilde , is that they l d 
a5tray •" I am incl inod to believe that Professor ltson• a characterization is lllUC 
mo e pat revea • n • That •c rtain emot.ion ich pa thea within the Jewi 
pale , is proba ly a r lis for a cycle of repetition or .air mother• a coold.ng •• • 
Be th .. t as it , there i roar. in t spacious household of Israel even tor the J.-. 
of nobuloua, inte ttent and nostalgic identification, llilo are conacioua ot no ~ 
dates of l oya ty, ho assUJ:18 no burJen o respo sibility for Jewish survival, llh.o 
•m licioun critics" , a • hilo calls t , n pudent)¥ bold in inventinc object ons" . 
'!'!-·o Jew1.sh ople excludes no one who oes not e:lude hic8elt. But t not theae 
o ca ioru1 and peripheral Jen presume to be the spokesmen and leaders or Jewish lif'e 
in America. No people can lon survive uch spiritual)~ sick, • 1mJeas , and equivocal 
1 dership. 



'I 

Ale:,;andrian Jt!l'ff"✓• to uote Prot asor lf on a n• s " 

it os ential belie£'. practicos. By the con..- t attritio,1 

'ted in 

attracti o 

ertvirorrnent# very upgro,,t..~ ot diseent wa orn say oa:rricd O J lO W r&-

d so by choi.ce and out of a se11Se o.,. unity a lO'yalty. 

ferences or opinion existed amo1 rr t! titb. re~ to t i.llterprota ion o ... • 
lieved in divi oricrln ot tl in its De f, C o. • • • 

-

ell t wa their ju.stJ.!ication to the .rorld ut lar to U ir OM1 oolves ror ir 

continued existence a people apart• hich tyoy vll'MI- was a ourco or run,yanco to 
others snd hioh, only huc:m, tllQY 1:n1st vi occasional~ rel also as n 

~o themael s. T " all al pre nted a comiilOD attitu toward the re......,_... 

cul of t outside . rld~ &le t • s t.'loy . '-"' ............ ~..... cour. eou ly and torthr nt]V -

ek religion 8 £al J Greok philosophy ·or tom ot Judai ••• In-

ant to b the t-
ehRt; it c not an to b117 ti0 

,0 
tbe7 never crawl d, t. y ne t ---eo~~red to be th£ truth." 

Th 81 I ho I pat o:t t sp1ri tual life o! J s, c 

munity ot tanorrow 

faith and tr ii tion in J sh eultur 

t. other l Jewish eommmutie in 

and history• thou it ul be ll to 

ulii t ly unde i d ite crea. 1 

natittn.1-religiou borit.., into 

language. 

·c inh din the Uellom.Ntic Diaspora ar. 

e1..tltural spiritual 1.il - the dilut no its 

vague uni vorsalism• tho neglect of t H brff' 

Up tot perl 

clo ~ 

ot the Jiaancipation and tor a ti tboreatter - in tact, ~ 
to 19th century - tn it any stioned the baaicall3' 

th the aprea ot NC-'11.ar 

rl• ot natio.__,._.,,., et.torte_,,_ de, partic ~ in at.em &uro , to r co 

struct the Jewish cormmmi ty' into • •cular nationalitq organisation 1n which religion 



would occupy a tolerate po it.ion DUll!lel"IOU.S ...-.n .. ,,... ltur l, ~_l. ..... ~ l SO-

C l ae'livitie • A philoaop}\y ot Diaapo onali e r,ol d by cll thinke 

a Simon DW>1nowr a a-...- Zhitl<>Yeky ch, oppo ., .......... --• ntici t oo 

tinued existonce o! ~ Janah ople a , nati ral nority in the i>1&15POl:-&• 

po or C • -...v,.-... -11'\·- which WO ld insure it ti lity stat 

munal lt-g<1Y9 nt• ducatioml autolXl!\J', the right to J.oy its own -··---,-• 

The •e a br1 maa1ittnt tollowin the tiret orl _.__,.. thia eeai:18Cl po ib in 

countries of Eastern E\lrO aa a remlt or .l,ll'Uv.&,,all proTisiona inoorporat.ed int 

minoriV tnati • at the l:"Va'll.-a Co nee. ,._.,lllllt,r, nati l ainority ri hta aoon ran 

into violent eiatance on t part or Dm1r.1ri~nta am rapid null.1.fication followed. 

Today, with t practical liquidation ot the• rn opean Jewrie , aub t 

or Diaspora nati.cnall a becane purel &e11.Cle111 stern Eur~,:;::...:• .. ~... r1can 

Jni h canmunitiea hav _ n 

minorit1••· 1 co pt 

re J d sire v"•--

inatio. No 

The Amerl J 

long r1ca ,....1 na 

.911J~~tr special tat as t1o 

~n,u countrie • 

all ro a or di_,._ 

mity or taDorrow 11 con ........... 1 to , er 

, lt on pure:cy, ~luntar., ~v.,l,U o allegiance• 

enforced by no legal constraint, no nn•~- d mimrit)r rights, no 

ntal ,-,.1,¥.atea like t.ho hicb w enjo, by t nch lgi.an oonaiator1ee 

organised by pol.eon, or similar ca1111Un1ty structures which dar1 ot their 

aat.bairJ.Va,d protAc n ~ the ta.to. been----..... w.rietiea ot atate

col'ltr,, 1 .~ and etate-11u}Ml't1aed Jewiah cmmur11t1 a 1n the pa t, and al90 11111J7 .v,;.-~ 

re00•14.•-·-d ocamurnti which poe eaed tal priTile a not alone 

rel oue auto!XIQ', but xtenaiw pr-1:dla • ~ lt-gowrment, the right to• tab-

liah t 1r co'Ul"te ot juat1 , to diec1plin9 their Dmabers, to i.v am collect 

taJcaa. J a omDUJntiea ha run who gallt ot po ible wr1a na in slz-l». 

tun., 1n centnl.1 tion, in uthor:tty. patriarc te in le.tine, 111th ita 



exte 

pi.re ,d uni r 

in 

Cali te, ich was 

reco nised o icer o the at.ate J the 

1 denlJ tl 

jur oel am d1.acip 

in a the politic-.al• a 

Polnni rd Lithuania t 

under tJ Sasun:i an r an 

a 

th t lT leoted la7 

n which po 

ccmrun1ty ot pa . ich 

t 

t nt \:.pon nn aet ot poll -

•• 

It . not like 

control. It 

in the t, 

to 

1 

t ca ·th war ll r 

the 

, 0 ty, o-:.n t 

\&Jl1.ty ll re ble in i 

Mure, a it 

nt or the s 
needa. twill etri £or proD'l"ll1•81 daloeratisation o it organised ll.f • 

T nd!IQ' int 

councils, thou i.t i doubttu.1 whet 

or ani ti • 

wl ll f\llly supplant the xi.ti 

,~l~',lllllljJlfta 1l'l rnce and in ire • 
centered n Judai or it 11 not surv1: • 

' . an thrdc-religi.oua <'Cl!Jllllinity t it will C&rl7 on on t rican 

ace , ar 1 t ld.11 di int.egi-at.e in cour ot t • tlm1c-religiows 1a 

11 t ot 11.ti -

as ft to ntiw acti'ri.tie prlority" OV9r the 8)'Dll20 



edu tion. concon~atio t 

d 

. nt th e e 

survival. t ~ i 

aary . ort 

it no 

tin unle it root ... 

h 

r 
o! 00~ l 

in tho !lold ll 0 

eitic.a 

11 

a. 1 

pl.em h::..nc J 

on alf8llin 

unfore en sto ... b 

ond repair. 

tio • the 

1n •xi 

k 1lih 

n t. Diaspo 

t! 

or T ple, 

conoonant with 

Ju • It 

. n i 

.mcc ), 

CU 

co 

t n 

, 0 

di not r oo eorreeti .. 

wh1 

, cd.ally t 

had a 11 • 

te ti , . in ti 1 

t 

on hila. throp; • ora 

._ , not lon t. t 

• 
l 

oc 

~ 30 t . ot 

a, are e 

t ,. • 

r:>t 11 

a 

. te J. 

ll d , 

ll 

a ... tnl. lig!.o a re-

cammnity will li 

o or lli until 

, • ttera it 

te d ds life in 

t t,he l 

a 

s no 

it 

o.r~han 

in itJ ... m-

on its 

ot 
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It •s becau in r.,ost--ex111c times Jewish lUe in the .Diaapora .tound a tain-

ine, and nouriah.1.nt,o center in 1. synagogue do • al o the achool - or r 1er, 

prlmarily, the chool - ~ t it s able mt lo to urvi • but t.o ~ tel 

al~ eo aturqr am ¢.ritually so crea.ti: t. t 1n eri tic l time i le to c · . 

to t,he aid of 1da 

t opinion oft 

laB'tine. hi s i n he 

i id, n t t'Jll" o .!illel. 

s to otten tram Israel, • 

s of J;, 

it. nit m.n tor1rot n, Hillel, the byloni ~ ~111 up an.l ntabli h it.• 

scholar t bylon ro a le to 

pl.em.Rh the dnncD.1:ng spiritual and in llcctual lire o:f 

eatin • In the mi e it •s Je,rs fro. t D4 spora ·10 ounJed t great cente .. a 

of .ticbm in sate nnd el_,,'l'IA¥.._.., _ r __ 

r 
scholars tram tho di rsion fOUIHllllfll e08'un:1.~s 

~9' lished 

ritices the State ot Israol. @;(jc) S) 

ghout. mo' em t 

o r J founded 

at our people po s. s today or cultural d epiri treasures are not , -

~t cretono 

.tu.tttre. . ar not warranted by near 3,000 ,. ara ot experience to e'W"h.,11!'"" 

?ibr s ld , co rge .l our h s tor t 

c nter one. T 11en1 

S. o it pri tei l actor , !: 

Tr. f:l:".7 Fount !Or t • 

month a~,. I s tedt 

s hich I 

ture tour ple and our i 

ontM>et! o 

It is el.esr t ta eonaiderablo pa..~ o! a Jewish people - perhaps 
& jor1ty - will continue to live out-8-i' or Israel in the indeter-

mi . te 1'1ture. '!be Pr1- U1nierte or ~ te ot Israel a tw dQ8 
ago predict.a t would probably be a Jewi.•h population o 
J,000.000 1n I 1 in the next ten ·-··-a., and he spoke ot 4 to S 
ailliona au ult te population of t. countr7. 1.'bore are aore 
than t,hat mmher or Jna t.ocllv" in t bi S't.a'8a alone. It is to 

} 
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r lone of e 
d 

t· 
l t 

tel:-COl:iltl!.m:Lc&t1. 11 and interactio, 
t ic 

~ ooo(;(li110:rata 

In the pat center• or J 1110rld to anot • 
At -- old-

eat and noblaat con ctic~ ~d. 

in strength a slgnitj.-

• 011 - t, na onal center in Israel, 1 t Dia r ce~ter in the Uni d • 
the 

will no longer b t.o U 

to it 

xista s 

t alto 

alo in extenaal f c:ilit.i a, but so, I 

ct its 

r ita 11 

or thia 

victuals. 

a or mdaed, perbapa r-organized. t the lDOIIWJnt it i saDeWhat lplea lT n-

at.d ll1 a veritable two of org Di :ti.on. It poe~,:.-■ 1f not a autficient, 

leaet not 

90Ci ncie • 

quota ot synagogue , achoo , liblries • .11a1,,u. 

ted fine •ni• ot eolidarity and la.,al\v, particularly in the 

ara when unpreoedent.ed di• r pt, over t 1r llow Jan in urope a when thll . 
ched t to s1 tin etoration GE the 

'!'hair ruoti.ollll ro or. aounl t t1nd 

• 11 peop • 11 this 1 ter1al tort 



t 

t , .. 

~ll to u 

t. ac ~ 

0 .L • 

• 

I 

.ifJlEl 

in 
no 

If our 

I 

t ·· ( 

marily responsible tor the 

etioal.lJ, re-orlent i 

-12-

ty 

r 10n 

TIU. of the 

• It 

than a,vthi ich t least of th 11 

C in • Thi is not t 

tr fao 0 8C ~ in it 1£ the f-i 

solution. 

Fail we . b 1an -(_n 

I d1 to cu 

r contributed cul 11 or e. la ic 1 

li • C 

l 

r 

, 

·.:.ll 

on co c 

mo:;t o.,. t . 
~..-wT'-ion-

1 or 

tba instit1..rtion pr -

t 

• place or rahi to 

Ear_,,_ 

chi d. 

kind ot 

to di <b' , 

in th 1rect·on or ind:i 

t 

r lity. 

h ll ich id not to 

cwr h1ch 
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1gno I bNW. Thie is an ineluctable tact ot =~=-~- noe. cannot aurv:t 

without Jm lea • our ople rlahea or want ot know--.i""- • An PV bo 

cannot stam upr1 t.• ha c,aor nst r.ything, except •ambaruut•. 

OUr peopla trequent.11' 6.-•~ 11111111:~ tor their rel.ig1ou.-cultural 

ions - ClPailw, rab1c• Aramaic, r.1aY'nr 1r-o~tam langua • T s • true 

pecia~ in t. .r:l.el or technical acbolarahip am philo ey. unw~.,.., t 

~ _.._.r, poetry, thics Jewish law - t aeeoes nd t vital - wa 
I 

al.WIIYS in u.. ... .._.. In the ph1lo hie oo ~ only o book 

1nto lable b> J 

. on s life d t.~o t. 11' cannot co ive or t in.fl nee 

ativa ri in our history, ther in ly, ... or, ... ..,. stern, or 

rn tbout reter·emta to tho cul.tiYation ot 

1angua Ill 11 

The Hebnnr langQa Deen 1 .... ~~·~ ~or tJl8 

mind and aoul e io YCA UIID :~~=~ ..... ~ it st glorio 

trophies, the bond ot uni.on . ._.... _.._ • but also a tlOIMr 

tor pro • al'XI renewal in J81t'ish lit • w.l ot e m cl&esical tin 1n 

the ttneenth century bro--.A .... to clo holutic in Europe and ushan,d ii: 

t new and emanc1pa _ or the 1W11a.1:,..i; • tearn:ln hich clo 

dl.e • -·, 1n tact, t leaming of cient C am IA tin. Aflfflt•a • 

which enab d tern world to redioco r ite mac• po ible nr-o,~ 

to.arda n at.er 1\1 • Di did t diac rr or t 

langua pro ss ot J 11 •• Am t onl.7 ot Jewish lite. Both UUlllil!Ur 

i nd tion ~ l t t ....a~· _,wn, ~ n bl'W' learning on part ot 

Chri ian scholars, led by 1co della --... ·r..--.o I~ Johann n.ni .. 

maiv-, o did tor t 

t le its et. 

condary to of 

NT.1.ftl o 11
•""

1
- ~ ...... lliamiiel Chryeol.oral d done tar ur11.a1r. 

1'Q11 ot lite tho t _..,_ 

an.I Latin• it effect on t 11e>wl'Diat1on ot J-1 lite 



i,d;. 

spiritual 

" ~cult, to ooifbX~~-eS'ttm.ete 

--

ct 

a vision o 

nm.ftl, which ·OUJlr:11.rlatAlli:1 in the 4stlllblumw1[lft o.t t~ 

ot the nnrtol~Lon 111m,_.11t: at all the 

cent cru,m111g 

brilliant ij"i..i."ilJF;f· 0 

it. 

all, in 0\ 

tace. 

1 • 

an 

t 

rael. ~ . 

• 

It not 

I 

• 

or -

mat:tAtrp 

noot concet 

historic 

to 

• 

·llllS!fc:alRh ~,_mt .-,~-'-' 

to I:.;ntlrtm'b 

or 
8 

tJOt 

Zion da.Y• to the re-

li 

the Torah 1 

• lllllq or 
cognjsed 

#ti~~. 

t.:aa:1&1 lt 
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Declaration of Independence, the anti-slavery movement in the United States, 

and every movement for the economic and social advancement of the working masses 

of the people in the United States. 

Iviariy have been the contributions of our people during these last 300 years 

to the progre~s of America, but none has been as momentous as the spiritual contri

bution in fashioning its bc1 sic institutions and its dominant traditions. I venture 

to say that we Jev,s of America can make no more significant contribution as Jews 

in the future to the advancement of our beloved country than to preserve and ex

press these basic spiritual elements in our historic faith which have molded the 

great civilizations of mankind. [ 

~-:e have now closed three centuries of 1 vi s country. In no other 

land have our people been privileged to enjoy so lo~ a,period of uninterrupted 

and peaceful dwelling and labor ! Can we think hopefully of the future as Jews 

and as Americans? I believe that we can. I believe that we have every right to 

do so, though we ca-inot be dogmatic about it; for progress is neither guaranteed 

nor automatic; nor can we i ~nore the fact that time and again the unforeseen and 

unpredictable in history have upset all man's most careful calculltions. 

I believe that the age in which we live is a great age and that we are 

moving towards an even greater age. 0 believe that our present age is one of the 

greatest in hu.'Ilan history. 1,e are too near our times properly to appraise the~ 

One requires distance in order to see great objects in their proper perspective. 

i:-e ourselves are too much involved in the turmoil, the fears, and the conflicts 

of our day to see objectively the amazing new pattern of life which is emerging. ) 

liany people are quick to describe our age as materialistic, as lacking in 

idealism, in aim and purpose, and as drifting helplessly to disaster. There are 

very fe,., people who see this age of ours as a great age. I am persuaded that it 
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is truly a great age. Historic events, great in amplitude and consequence, are 

corning to pass in our day. I am not thinkin2· at the moment of the nevi v,orlds v1hich 

science is continually disclosing, the neN insights into the nature of matter and 

energy, the new sources of power and v.realth, the ne v methods of production, dis

tribution, transportation and communication. I am not referring to theanazing 

progress in the medical sciences v,hich has so markedly i mproved th~ health of the 

human race and increased the average len5th of life, nor to the marvels of engineer

ing and the miracles of con~truction. 

~n characterizing our age as great, I am thinking in terms of social progress 

and welfare, in terms of human advancement and ci vi izat on. More is being done 

in our day for the improvement of the condi tiob~ -Of ommon man, for the 

raising of his standard of living, his health, b;i.s cation, and for his protection 

against the disabilities of sickness, unemp oyrnent and old age , than in any genera

tion, than in any five generations in the past. Never Jere more detennined efforts 

being made to bring about a fairer sharing of the wealth that is produced and a 

better way of life for all. 

Never have the submerged races and peoples of the earth risen as they have 

risen in our day to demand and to achieve, as they have to a large measure achieved, 

freedom and self-determination. Vi.thin the last ten years one-fourth of the earth 1s 

population - more than five hundred million non-self-governing people - have 

obtained their political freedom. Imperialism and colonialism are in their death

throes. Backward peoples are pressing forward into the light of a nev day, and 

the exploitation of the dark races of the earth is rapidly drardng to a close. 

What we are witnessing in our day, if ~e have eyes not only to see things, 

but to see into the heart of things, is not social disintegration, but a radical 

ne i re-integration of humanity, a profound change in the social evolution of man., 
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a change not free, of course, from jangers - for there is no progress \lithout ,,. 

d~neer - but one of boundle~s and intJeasurable potentialities. 

J do not wish to overdraw the picture. I am not suggesting that our age 

is approaching idyllic perfection, or that the millenium is just around the corner. 

The important thing to consider is not whether we are on the eve of the 

millenium, but whether the major trends of our age are in the direction of the 

hoped-for good society, or away from it. Is our age trying to eradicate poverty 

and illiteracy and to raise the standard of living of people, regardless of race 

or color or creed? Is it trying to satisfy the legitimate aspirations of peoples 

to national freedom and independence? Is it trying to organize the world for 

peace and for international cooperation? I believe that in all these major trends, 

our age has given welcome evidence of great determination and of considerable progress. 

It is moving purposefully in the right direc io t e a li tion of war, the reduction 

of poverty, and the elimination of racial inequa1· hese are the three major 

trends of our century. 

Uurs is a great age, and I believe vve are entering into an even greater age. 

The ,vave of the future, the true direction of man's pilgrimage and d:stiny may be, 

from time to time, thwarted and opposed, dammed up, as it were, and obstructed, 

drawn off and retarded, but it cannot be permanently esto·)ped. 

In our day this moral forward thrust of man has encountered the stubborn and 

insolent resistance of Nazism, of Fascism and of Communist dictatorship . These 

have violently resisted the spiritual aspirations which constitute mankind's wave 

of the future. They put shackles on man, even when they promised him larger free

doms. They divided and stratified men, even when they prated about a classless 

society . They fomented war even when they preached peace. But the onmoving tides 

of man•s irresistible spirit have now swept over the shattered ruins of some of 
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these sinister aberrations and dark conspiracies of the rebels against light -

e1ough they have not as yet entirely obliterated them. And the tides are non 

:1hirling around the bastions of the remaining dictatorships of the earth. They will 

surely succumb. They cannot, in the long run, ·-·.,in in the contest for man's heart 

and man 1 s loyalties. lv.ian has struggled through the long, weary centuries to free 

himself from the bondage of nature. He will not voluntarily and for long submit 

to the bondage of man. Neither dictatorship nor racialism nor statism nor mili

tarism can or will command the fortunes of the human race. They represent the sunk 

wreckage of the past v,hich the storms of our day have dredged up again from the 

bottom of their buried depths and have set them afloat again dangerously along the 

ship lanes of the world . 

The coming age will be a great age for rica. The next hundred years at 

least seem likely to be knovm, I believe, as the 11 

sense as the 19th century was 11 The Century of ~ea 

Century," in the same 

Destiny has singled 

out our beloved country, the foremost emocracy on earth, to give leadership to the 

world and to lead mankind out of the grave social, Lolitical and economic predica

ment in which it finds itself. I believe that American leadership will prove itseJf 

equal to the challenge, if it will take counsel of faith and not of fear, and if it 

will be guided by the prophetic insights and the wide perspectives of the Founding 

Fathers of this republic. 

I believe that our age will find the formula of toleration v1hich vri.11 enable 

the many evolving and fluid forms of capitalism and socialism to work out their 

destinies in the one orld in which we live. They may be irreconcilable in theory; 

they need not be in practice. 

America will lead in finding the way. The r1ay is not that of a global arma

ment race which \/ill impoverish the peoples of the earth - ourselves included -

and end as such races al vays end - in the catastrophe of v1ar . The way is rather 



- 7 -

that of conference, cf courageous <liplomacy, of gi. ving urgent leadership in the 

united .?ations t o a program of speedy an i balanced r eduction of armament and help 

t o tLe backw:lrd peoples of the e:;2rth. 

I believe that the American people will earnestly strive to be uorthy of 

the challenge and opportunities of the American Century. 

And I believe, too, that it will be a great age for American Jewry if the 

catastrophe of :12 r doe s not shatter its security and life. As a minori t , v-re are 

helpless against the ravages of hate and demagoguery which war and econo nic depressions 

unleash. But given peace and economic stability, the American Jewish community 1Nill 

move forward and develop. It ,ill expand its cultural and religious life and 

institutions, and -vii 11 make worthy contributions to the total life of America. 

If the American Jews of the coming decades will carry on uninterruptedly and 

v1ith wisdom and discrimination, putting first t t, and accentuating the 

positive and indispensable enterprises of JeYis t>hey will make the numeri-

cally lar~est Jewish community in the trnrld also one f the greatest in terms of 

faith, culture and scholarship. What may endanger our Jev-1ish future here is not 

conscious escapism or deliberate assimilationi st tendencies such as characterized 

Jewish communities elsewhere and at other times. Rather , an unconscious drift and 

a carefree relaxation of all disciplines - not out of conviction but out of sheer 

indifference - such as belonging to synagogues but not attending them, or sending 
, 

children to-tsaaay Schools ·., hi.ch are so limited as to time that they cannot really 

give them an adequate Je-r:ish education, or in very many instances , not giving them 

any instruction at all, or homes rJhitib are emptied of all Jewish content. 

Too many of our people want an easy-going r eligion, one which does not challenge 

or disturb them, a religion without any spiritual travail, ithout any stab of 

thought. or conscien,ce> v,ithout any sacrifices, the religion of a self-pampering 
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p8ople. No reli :;ion has eve!.' s1..21·vi ve-: j ri that Kind of 3.:.1 ei10ti~na1 ana intcllc ctual 

vc.cuv.rr, Judai s .. lea3t 01' 211 . 

It is 2 ¥'221. vjrt11e in cur people that th~y are generous in heart - charitable 

and responfii. ve to all h'Jm:i.n nE-ed and suffering. It is a noo:1-e trao.i tj_on of Israel 

and a by- procluct of a religio . 'Nhich, foremost amon[; all the reli gions of rnankind, 

made charity apd lovinu-kindncss central in its code of human conduct . But Judaism 

is inuch more than chari.. ty, and t he charitable i11 pulse alone ·will not rreserve our 

faith Qnd our peopl e . 11 Thi s Book of the La1:, shall not depart out of your ·:1out'1, 

but you shall meditate on it day and night, that you may be careful to Jo according 

to all that is vrri tten in it; for then you shall make your vmy prosperous, and then 

you shall have good success. 1 No Jevd.sh community ever 5urvi ved for lon6 v1m ch 

did not cultivate Jewish learning and study ~nd, whic aid not cultivate the pre

scribed way of Jewish life, at 

pePm t-tied to exalt itself over the man •rho i_·1iel s • 

,Jhat we should fear most is the rise of a generation of prosperous Jews vho 

have no spiritual anchorage, or a generation of clever, restless Jews of quick 

ferment and high voltage, rooted in no religious tradition, rev€rent of no moral 

code, i gnorant of all Jewi~h learning and held to social responsibility by no inner 

spiritual restraint, who i.'li 11 range and bluster all over the American scene from 

literature and art to politics and [ OVernment and will commit their fellow Jews 

in the eyes of the American people. Such floating mines are a danger to any people, 

but especially to a minority group. Some of these mines are already exploding. 

If American JeYJry of tomorrow ·Hill restore what has become peripheral in our 

life to the center again - the synagogue, th~ school, the academy and the religious 

disciplines of Judaism - if it will recapture the wisdom of our ancient teachers 
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·who ad.nonished us that the strdy of he Torah outweighs a] 1 other com nanrunents 

.fC'~ it leads directly to the ·.1 a1.l - t hPr:. An:erican Jewry i~ destined to enjoy a 

-.. ·~::s 11 .. e Jent. certury f spir:i t1'al :-.rmiith in this f:;Tacious land. 

\ 

, 

WRI S 

J 



w IS 



- 6 -

the activities of the American Je't"d.sh community. r 
Je now stand on the threshold of the fourth century. / I believe that it 

will be a great century for mankind, present fears and apprehensions notwithstanding. 

1 believe that the coming century ill see the world greatly aQvmced on the road 

of international peace, the eradication of poverty, and the elimination of racial 

inequalities. I believe that it will be a great century for America - in material 

prosperity and social and cultural progress - and in the quality of constructive 

leadership which it will give to the free world. I believe, too, that it will 

be a gre&t century for American Jewry, if the catastrophe of war does not shatter 

its security and life. As a minority we are helpless against the ravages of 

hate an demagoguery which ,ar and economic depressions unleash. 
,· ( 

The pa c,t , in many ways , -Ria..,..."'13:·~~ us gro . fidence in the future. 

The American Jewish communi t y is not y . It is not running 

Pway from itself. It wishes to remain Jewish. 

There is also an historic sense among our people which asserts itself 

commandingly in critical hours, which, under the stress of urgency, brushes aside 

secondary and collateral issues and makes collective action mandatory. :1hile the 

significance of divisions of opinion among our people should not be underestimated 

or ignored, they shoul d not be overestimated either. 

n great 

decision , the overwhelming ma ·ority of American Je~s will be found on the side 

of all that is constructive, historic, and for •, ard-looking in JeVTish life. 

such moments it is not definitions and ideologies which cane into play, but 

and unexpungable loyalties. 

Encouraging,too 1 is the fact that the American Jewish commW1it has been able 
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to produce leaders when leaders ere needed, whether in the field of religion, 

social service, -...education, or in our movement of national renaissance. These 

leaders emerged f rom all walks of Je,,ish life, fron the rich an._ t he poor, f rom 

labor and capital, from native-born and i mrni ant. They came f rom the circl es 

of the Orthodox, the Conservative, and the rleform. The cause of Judaism and of the 

Je ish people was able to draw response, supr ort, and leadership from all sections 

of our people. This fact, too, , e shoul bear in mind in the years to come. No 

one group has a monopoly on Jevdsh loyalty and Jeviish service, and the destiny of 

our people is in the hands of no si ngle group or section of our people. 

The American Je ,,ish community will survive if it 1 ill remai n faithful to t he 

basic dogma of Jewish existence - the sense of 

of belonging to an historic J ewish community 

and whi ch is centered in a life covenant w 

and with uni versal Israel. 

oup solidarity, of peoplehood, 

across time and space, 

princi ples of Judaism 

I am persuaded that the synagogue wil institution primari l y responsilile 
~ 

for the survival of the American Jewish com~unity, as it has been re sponsible i or 
~ 

our survival throughout our Dispersion. To fulfi ll this task, t he synagogue must 

become much more a place of religious education than it has been heretofore. And 

we must avoid the beguilement of an easy-goi ng religion, one which does not challenge 

or disturb us, one hich does not make any emands upon us or call for any sacri

fices - the religion of self-pampering people. No religious co n unity has ever 

survived for long in relaxation, in perfunctory allegiance, · n lack of discipline 

and loyalty;-Jewish communities, least of all. ithout Jewi sh learning and study, 

without Jewish worship and r eligious observance, without the Je 1ish home, the 

erican Jev,ish community vill disintegrate, and our splendid philanthropic agencies 
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and the cultural influences which~~~ flow from the otate of Israel, and possible 

external pressures ill do little to prevent it. It is as simple as all that, and 

as formidable. 

·herP are two ways in v:hich we can express our grati tu e for these richly 

blessed years of life, freedom, dignity, an equality of opportunity which we have 
-,;; 

been privileged to enjoy in this land. By words - and they are important if 

they are sincerely spoken and emanate from tnbilry grateful anJ understan inb hearts, 

b(}.l, f I b d a- "'-d di' t • 1 h 1 but, more important y ar, y ee sand e ca ion. o serve our country~ o e-

heartedly~ to join with our fellow-citizens of all faiths in strengthening and 

preserving its noble institutions of freedom and democracy1 to defend1in the day 
, 

by day situations which arise 1the rights of all men and in so doing defend our ovm, 

t.o share actively in all movements in our ommunit and in the nation whose aim is 

greater justice and tolerance 

commitment is the tangible an 

re-dedicEtion and personal 

'I'o remain the 

faith which these twenty-three pilgrims brought to these shores, ens ined in their 

most precious possession - the Bible - and to serve their God and the God of their 

~~r.r:e, the universal God of mankind , with all our hearts an with all our souls 

and with all our might - that~wl~d be a resoluti n?hy of this historic occasion, 
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PROGRAM 
Wednesday Morning, June 7, 1950, 9:30 A. M. 

Gibson Hotel 

MEET! G OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD 

\\ednesday Evening - June 7, 1950, 8:00 P. M. 

Gibson Hotel 

Opening Pra er ............................................................................................ Julian Morgenstern 
Greetings 
Response .......................................................................................................... Philip S. Bernstein 
President's Message ......................................................................................... Jacob R. Marcus 
Memorial Tributes: 

D avid Alexander .......................................................................... Morris M. Feuerlicht 
Henry Barnston ................................................................................ David Lefkowitz 

atl1an Krass .................................................................................................. Max Raisin 
David Philipson ..................................................................... ............. Victor E. Reichert 
Colman Z witman ............................................................................. Harold Saperstein 

Kaddish and Closing Prayer -~ ....... ···········•·r····· .... . ........ H. Goren Perelmuter 

( Thursday J o • • , 
June 8 950 • .:3 ~- A· '° , , ~ ""'' :ir,-s· 

Opening Prayer ........................ ................................................................... Alfred Friedman 
REPORTS: 

President .................................................................................................. Jacob R. Marcus 
Administrative Secretary ................................................................ Isaac E. Marcu on 
•Financial Secretary .......................................................................... ~idney L. Regner 
Treasurer ..................................................................................... ........... Phineas Smaller 
*Finance ............................................................................................ Sidney L. Regner 

Investments .......................................................................................... Phineas Smaller 

Publications .................................................................................... Isaac E. Marcuson 
*Solicitations .................................................................................. Jerome D. Folkman 
*Synagogue Council ................................. .. ............................... Bernard J. Bamberger 
Contemporaneous H istory & Literature ....... ............................... Herbert L. Bloom 
*Synagogue Activities .................................................................... Jacob D. Schwarz 
*Committee on Palestine ............................................................................ David Polish 
* Arbitration ............................................ .......................................... Emil W. Leipziger 

*Chaplains ........................................................................................ Solomon B. Freehof 

Placement Committee ................................................................ Roland B. Gittelsohn 
Responsa-Euthanasia ................................................................................. I rael Bettao 

12:45 - Religious Service ................................................................................ David Jacobson 



Thursday Afternoon - 3:00 O'clock 
REPORTS: 

*Religious Work in ni ersities .................................................... Ed, ar<l E. Kl in 

Church and State ·························--··························································· Jo cph L. Fink 
Ceremonies .................................................................................................. L ui \ itt 
Curator of Ar hi . .............................. ............. ....................... h ld n H . .Blank 

Synagogue Music ........................................................................ . .. 'amuel 'an<lmcl 
Justice & Peace .............................................................. ....... ........... bram . <lman 

Thur day Evening, 8 :00 0 clock 

6 :00 - Alumni Association Dinn r 
9:00 - Sympo ium, "I r el and The American Jew" 

Chairman .................................................................................. braham J. Feldman 
Charle E. Shulm n Samuel NL Blumenfiel<l 

Friday Morning, June 9, 1950 9 :30 A. M. 

RELIGIOUS EDU ATIO D Y 

Opening Prayer ...................................................................................... D vid Max Eichhorn 
Report- "Religious Education,, ................................................................ J eph T. Bil ,,.ray 
Commission on Jewish Educ~tion ................ ....................................... o) mon B. Fr hof 
12 :45 - Religious Service ··------····· .... ........ . ..................... David W. P arlman 

Friday Af temoon, ~5.-HJ.'1:.,...,...--"'I ck 
(9 ~ 3 ~ 5P. ~/,_ 

,p>: --:r:+1 
Discussion - "Taking Stock of Oa.r Semi aries :Jr,,;·~"! 

Herbert A. Friedman, Albe t M. Lewi Norman G rstenfeld 
Maurice B. Pekarsky 

Friday Evening 

Rockdale Avenue Temple - : 0 0 I k 

Opening Prayer ...................................................................................................... Earle S. St ne 
Evening Service from the Union Prayer B k .................................... Alb rt M. Shulm n 
Con1erence Lecture ............................................................................................ Harry Kaplan 
Adoration and Kaddish ................................................................................ Sidney Berkowitz 
Benediction ............................................................................................................ Ira E. 'anders 

Saturday Morning, June 10, 1950, 10:00 A. M. 

PL M STREET TEMPLE 

Opening Prayer ............................................................................................. Robert P. Jacobs 
Morning Ser ice from the Union Prayer Book .................................... aul B. App lbaum 
Torah Reading ............................................................................................ Myr n Silverman 
Conference Sermon .................................................................................... olom n B. Fre h f 
Adoration and Kaddi h .............................................................................. Sidn B rko\i itz 
Benediction ............................................................................................ Mordecai M. Thurman 



Saturday Afternoon 

0 EG SHABBAT 

Hebrew Discus ion - "The urren Reli ,.iou ote in Hebrew Literature 

Chairman elson Glueck 

Ezra Spicehandler Maurice T. Galpert 

Informal Discu sion - "E ·p rim nts in Ritual and on rcgational ctivitic '' 

Chairman Sylvan ch,\·artzman 

Saturday Evening 

HUC-JIR C,raduation Banquet 

Sunday Morning, June 11, 1950 - 9 :30 A. M. 

O[ nm Prayer .......... ....... .... ............ .. ... .......................................................... Emanuel ch nk 

REPORTS: 
Pe11sio11 ................................................................................................ amuel M. Gup 

* couting ........................................................................................ Philip D. Book taber 

*P ychiatry ...................................................................................... Albert A. Goldman 

Marriage Famil and Th H me .................................................... amuel Glasner 

12: 0 - Religiou Service .. ...................................................................... Jacob :M. Roth child 

Sunday fternoon 
OPE ~ FOR -- MM T . • ·TI TG 

Su11day Eveni M. 

S} tnf o ium - "The Future of t eri n munit ' 

Abba Hillel 11 er, Abram L. ac ar 

Monday Iorning June 12, 1950, 9 :30 A. M. 
Op nino· Prayer .......................................................................................... l filton Ro enbaum 

REPORTS: 
ommittee on Resolution 

Committee on Presid nt's :Mc . age 

lnformati n on Judaism ............................................................ Harry W. Ettelson 

·Relief ................ ...................................................................................... Samu l M. Gup 

' ub ention ............................................................................................ Felix A. Levy 

In titutes on J udai m .................................................................. orman Gerstenfeld 

··union Prayer Book ................................................................................ Samuel Wohl 

Foreign orre pond nts .................................................................. Frank Ro enthal 

ominati ns 

Clo ing Prayer ...................................................................................................... Nel on Glueck 

Monday Afternoon 

TIVE BOARD 

Reports marked • to be pre ent d to the E.. ecutive Board only. All others to be 

condensed. All r port mu t be in the hand of the Secretary by June 1. 
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THE F T RE OF THE A 1:ERI 

J I H O M ITY 

ABB HILLEL ILV :.R 

Th oracular quali y of our sympo ium, "Th Futur of the 
American Jewish Communi y", r calls to mind th harp diff r
ence of opinion b ween he wo min nt Amoraim, which is r -
corded in Baba Bathra. Rabbi Abdima of Haifa maintain d that 
"since the day he Temple was destroy d, proph y ha b n ak n 
from the prophet and giv n o the wi '\ i1?[jJ ,po:, n':i :i, tv o,,o 
o,o:, , i1Jmi o N':JJO , Ni:iJ while Rabbi Jochanan maintain d that 
" inc the Temple wa de r y d, p op}V~~}~.•i~ n tak n from 
proph t and gi en to r ol and -ehil f n...._L"~!, .. !.,.~,.-:,.,_n~ ,~,· , , 1mg 
called upon to di cuss h u ·ur 'of th nu:1ln 11•au·J.- ,cau , ommunity, 
i would be embarras in~ to m to ta • :::no(.!:s;.;;;.w r th oth r 
of the e distingui h d seholar of h Torah~,,., o agr wi h Rabbi 
Abdima would lay me op n o an impu a ion of immod sty. To 
side with Rabbi Jochanan would b to conf s o om thing which 
no one ever wishes to acknowledge publicly. 

It were bes ., th r fore, in our discussion to for go th N',?pDON 

i1,'N0i1, he bright and tempting sp culum of proph y, and to con-
n ourselves with th humbler and opaqu in trum n of inv sti

gation, to learn what can be learn d of our pa t which may rve 
a a guide for our fu ure. "R m mber th day of old, consid r the 
years of many g nera ions,",,, ,, m tv iJ':l ,o,,y n ' ,:,r, i alway 
and for veryone sound advic . Exp ri nc i a t ach r, and 
will is a gr at builder. For progr and ur i al a p pl .. hould 
ake counsel of its past and brae i s will r olut ly. 

The world Jewish community is ry old. It is perhaps mor 
r alistic o speak of world Jewish communiti in th plural; for 

1 



the time during which here existed only one Jewish community 
in one place, in Pal stine, and nowhere else, is short indeed. During 
the last 27 0 years of our history, there have existed a number of 
Jewish communiti s simultaneou ly inside and outside of Palestine. 
During mo t of these years the population of the communities out-
id of ales ine far outnumbered the Palestinian Jewish popula

tion. The recen ph nomenon of our day, that of the co-existence 
of an indep ndent Jewi h stat along with an extensive Diaspora, 
which bas set so many Jews speculating as to their r,elationship, 
is really no n w phenomenon in Jewish experience. There were 

many flourishing centers of Jewish life in the Diaspora, and fre
quently th y exi ted side by side with the national center in Pal
estine. These Jewish communities through the centuries took on 
a wide variety of organizational forms - in fact, almost every con
ceivable form, dicta ed by ex ernal political conditions or internal 
preferences. There ne er was a single pat ern. There could not 
be for a living organism which was determined to survi e under 

all condi ions. hat was con ant in their communal life, whether 
in the a cien ~orld or the G e - an rworld or the Christian 

or Moslem world, waa h m to~~-.-----"""_ewish community and 
to perpetuate an:d ~t~~~ aith. What energized 
that will was the con: 1c 1an ~l'l'"'!C':l , ....,joh bound by a covenant 

;,,i+ 

and charged wi a nu • on ~ belief in the superiority 

and in the world-serving and world conquering destiny of their 
faith and their way of life. 

The American Jewish community is one of the more recent among 

the Jewish communiti s of history, albeit the largest and by far 
the most prosperous. It has many distinctive features. It is set 
in a distinctive nvironm nt. evertheless, its experiences are not 
entirely unique. It organizational struc ure has precedents, and 

its problems of sur ival are not without parallel in Jewish history. 
In speculating, therefore, about its future, it would be well to 

take into account the experiences of other Jewish communities 

in the long pa t, and to consider well the years of many gener
ation . 

When I speak of the world Jewish community, I have in mind 
the historic thnic-religious group which, whether as "Am Yisrael", 
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the people of Israel, or "Beth Yisrael", h H u h Id of I ra 1, or 
Bene Yisrael, th hildren of I ra I or " dath Yisra l", h A -
sembly of I rael, or "Kn th Yi ra l", the ngr ga i n f Isra 1, 
whe her at home in Pale tin or cattered in a gr at di p r ion, 
was always inex ricably bound up , ·i h i r ligion, ah rays ·trug led 
to preserve its id nti y, and always r mained o and in livi ible. 
There was never a im in our record d h • st ry , ·h n h one pts 
of faith and people were dissociat d, though th r ~r .r p riod 
of great apostacy and hr atening a imila ion. Prof. P iffer is 
correct when he declares that on]y J ws among all p ples in an
tiquity "united na ionalism and r ligion in a 5-ingl ard n d otion." 
It is difficult to determine which motif was he s ronger - th 
ethnic or the religious. Even the Rabbis of ld diff r d on his 
subject. or is it important. It is suffici n to r m mb r that with 
the collapse of he Jewi h state and the exile of th p opl , both 
after the first and the second Destruction , n ith r the J wi h 
people nor its religion collapsed. The fai h su taincd th p opl . 
The people maintained their fai h. 

There were groups in ancient re- xilic I rael who "w n astray 
from their God". The pr,ophets ,of I raf?~~t~~.~ hem out f r their 
bitterest denunciation?- and i , the n~w1™~ triumphed o r 
them as it triumphed o 1eii: ent r y ~~~'.t1._Q1atry of th pagan 
world. There were Jew in H 11 ~- is ic 'i1' . "' ,'° o forsook th faith 

,• I'} 

of Israel and joined themselves to he hea hen,. The Maccab an 
revolt was aimed as much against these Je ish apostates as against 
the Graeco-Syrian tyrannical rulers. Thes "wicked m n", as he 
First Book of the Maccabees d ignat s h m, w r no, so-call d 
"nationalists" who wanted to live as Jews, but no as r ligiou 
Jews. They wan d to lose their na ional identity as w II, to a im
ilate completely within the Oriental amalgam. Th y agre d with 
Antiochus that "all should be on people". In adopting th Gr ek 
vogue, they surrendered not only their cult but also th ir ultur , 
their Hebrew speech, and their H br w nam s and v ry di -
tinguishing mark of Jewish life. Th se assimilationis s were a 
powerful force, and for a long tim , but th p ople r lj cteu th m 
in the end, a well as heir philosophy which Fir Maccab e sums 
up as follows: "Let us go and make a covenant with the h a then 
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that are around us: for since we departed from them, we have had 
much sorrow." 

Philo, everal centuries later, knew similar Jewish apostates in 
Alexandria which city in his days probably numbered a half million 
Jews. Philo, to quote Professor Wolfson, distinguished three types 
of apostates: those who forsook Judaism out of weakness of the 
flesh, who pa sed from a violation of the dietary laws and the laws 
of intermarriage to a complete abandonment of Judaism; those who 
were motivated by the vulgar delusion of social ambitions - a not 
uncommon motive in apostasy:- "There was a progressive pilgrim
age of certain Alexandrian Jews from a seat in the front row of the 
synagogue to a place at the tail end of he mystery processions of 
the heathen." And then, there were the "intellectually uprooted", 
"a class of educated Jews, well versed in the arts and the sciences 
and philosophy, but devoid of any religious training, not only Jew
ish but heathen, having therefore no interest in the application of 
philosophy to religion, either for the defense of Judaism or for the 
defens of heathenism. They constituted the free-thinkers of the 
time ... These uprooted Jewish ·ntellectuals certainly had no reason 
to remain withi]l t9e JewisJ;l comiri>tt-,,,,..,ct~,. ..----1 It was comparatively 
easy at that time for a Jew o sc ... Perhaps some of 
these apostates, et her fo~ ru vi1 us r _ f some practical advan-
tages or for the simpl -- re---,,ason tha ,jt 6' easier for them to lose 
their relish for th God of their ather~.:i,, • ~n for the cooking of their 
mothers, had remained within the Jewish part of the city, though 
without being part of its religious life; and with all their indifference 
toward Judaism, they could not completely refrain from taunting 
their fellow Jews ... " 

All this has a very contemporary ring. We have these "intellec
tually uprooted" Jews in our midst today. They have not formally 
abandoned Judaism, nor have they joined any other religious com
munion. They may not call themselves materialists or atheists. 
They do not wish to be known as Jewish nationalists. They are 
not rooted in Jewish life. They are ignorant of Jewish scholarship. 
They do not seem obligated by any commitment whatsoever to 
the Je, ish group. evertheless, they would like to be the recog
nized leaders in the intellectual life of the Jewish people, the welcome 
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critic and guides. R cently an apologi for thi .,roup of' upr t d 
J wish int 11 ctual " rot a d f n of th m und r th 
"J wi h Id nti y in a Fr o i ty '. Thi articl app ar d in a 
Jewish magazine which ha b n the mouthpi c of th ' upr ot d 
in tell c uals", a magazin whi h r I ga J udai m t , or of 
postscrip to its literary off ring vvh r in an phah f hutzpah 
is frequ ntly pie d with a hin of pornograph . Thi ma azin i 
financed by a na ional J • h rganiz tion mad up x lu i ly 
of he ry b st p ople which pro laim hat th J \.\i h p opl 
is basically a religiou communi y nd which, in it • a m nt of 
view , affirms its "d otion o our r ligion, anrl pl dg s it. lf to 
maintain and p rpe ua h itali y of our piritual h ritag ". 
The writer charact.eriz he misund rstood int ll ctual whom he 
defends as Jews who are bound tog th r onl by a cntain motion 
which ari s "from the s ns of living within a ycl of r p t itions 
that time aft r tim brou h J s o r - n oll ti 1) rtain 
charac ristic events of th ir history turn to th Land 
of the Fathers". 

"The ad van age of h o • o that 
h y lead u astray." I • 
on's characteriza ion i mu h mor aling than that 

of our magazine wri r. Tha ' e rta n i h I thf\ 
intell ctuals wi hin th J i h pal , pr r Ii h f r a cy l 
of repetition of their mother's cookil g ... B I s it may, th r 
is room in he paciou hous hold of I ra 1 n for th s J s of 
nebulous, in rmit nt and nostalgic id ntification, J ,; ho are 
conscious of no mandat of loyalty, no r pon ibility for partici
pating in h common lif , who ar "malicious ritic ", a Philo 
calls them, "impud n ly bold in inv nting obj ctions". The Jewish 
p ople xclud s no on who do s not xclud him lf. Bu I t no 
hese occasional and p riph ral J s pre um to b the pok smen 

and leaders of Jewi h lif in Am rica. o p opl an long sur iv 
such spiri ually sick, aiml ss, and quivo al l ad rship. 

Alexandrian J ry, o quo e Prof sor '\\ olf on again, was Ha 
communi y united in it ntial b lief and prac ic . y th 
constant attrition and at raction of the n ironme t, every up
growth of di nt was worn away and carri doff; tho, e wh r main d 
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within did so by choice and out of a sense of unity and loyalty. 
Whatever differences of opinion xisted among them with regard 
to the interpretation of the Law ... they all believed in the divine 
origin of the Law and in its perfection ... This belief was their jus
tification to the world at large and to their own selves for their con
tinued existence as a people apar , which they knew was a source 
of annoyance to others and which, being only human, they must 
have occasionally felt also a a burden upon themselves. They all 
also presented a common attitude toward the religion and culture 
of he outside world, and this they proclaimed courageously and 
forthrightly - Greek religion was false; Greek philosophy was an 
inferior form of Judai m ... Indeed, Alexandrian Jews craved good 
will, but good will to them meant to bury the hatchet; it did not 
mean to bury con ictions and cover up differences. They never 
fawned, they never crawl d, hey never yielded what they considered 
to b th truth." 

Thi·, I hope, might also b the pattern of the spiritual life of the 
American Jewish community of tomorrow which will remain united 
with other world Jewish comm 1 1es i • fait and tradi ion in Jew-
i h culture and h • b Y' ~ hou i : . well to be forewarned 
of the weaknesse wbic.b inner d • lenistic Diaspora and 
which ultimately u e@in c ~ ... :r....,,ra# c tural and spiritual life ,,. " 
-- the dilu ion o ·~s naNm:ral- elig1 ), ,, itage into a vague uni-
versalism, and the neglect of th Hebrew language. 

Up to the period of the Emancipation and for some time there
after - in fact, up to the close of the 19th century - few if any 
questioned the basically and predominantly religious character of 
the Jewish co munity. With the spread of secularism and the rise 
of nationalism, efforts wer made, particularly in Eastern Europe, 
to reconstruct th J wish community into a secular nationality 
organization in which religion would occupy a tolerated position 
among numerous o her cultural, educational and social activities. 
A philosophy of Diaspora nationalism was evolved by such thinkers 
as Simon Dubnow and Chaim Zhitlovsky which, opposed to Zionism, 
anticipated the con inued existence of the Jewish people as a sec
ular, national minority in the Diaspora, possessed of constitutional 
guarantees which would insure it nationality tatus, communal 
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self-gov rnm nt, educa ional auton my, and th right o mploy 
its own languag . Th re was a bri f m m n f llowing th fir t 
World "\\ ar wh n thi s med po ibl in som coun ri of Eas rn 
Europe as a re ul of p cial pro i ion inc rporat din th minori y 
treaties at the P ace onfer nc . How v r, nati nal minor·ty right 
soon ran into viol nt resistanc on t 1 par of gov rnm nt and 
rapid nullification follow d. Today, with t1 pra tical liquidation 
of hese East rn Europ an Jewri , th ubj t of ia p r nati nal
ism has become pur ly academic. Vl rn Eur p an and Am rican 
Je"V ish communi ies have ne r a k d nor do th d ir any ial 
status as national minorities. This concept is ali n to h political 
structure of th s countri , wher J w d ir qual ri ht of itiz .n
ship and freedom from all forms of discrimination. o mor , no 
le . 

The American Jewish community of to orrow will continu as 
it is today, and for as long as Am rica r main fr , on a purdy 
voluntary basis of allegiance, r - nfor d by n l al on traint, 
no guaranteed minority rights, and n qua i-g v r m nt~ In an< ates 
like thos which were enjoy by he r nch d Il lgian on i tori 
organized by 2.poieon, or im"l _ c m,ffillffl~~uctur l which d -
rived some of their authorl y an t~m~f'Jm#h1 th ta . Ther 
have b en many of tat • d 
Jewish communi a '"'' '' 'A, .. ,u all niz d 
comm uni ies ~ hich po essed f unda s granting t.1em 
not alone r ligious autonomy, bu • ivil g of If-g v rn-
ment, th right to tabli h th ir o n court of ju tic , to di ciplin 
their m mb r , an to l y and collec . • muni i 
have run the whol gamut of pos ibl ariati n in t ·n 
centralization, and i authority. The p r· at in I ale• ·tin , with 
i s tensi p ·er ; he xilarcha in lon, ho b und r the 
Sassanian Persian mpir anc und r th aliphat , whi h \: a 
hereditary in charact r, and , h • head , as a r cog ize<l ffic r 
of the state; th ind pend n t and d mo ra ic ommuni i s 
Gra co-Rom n " o I , fr e of all go mm ntal dir ction with h ir 
fr 1 1 c d la 1 ad r·; h l i 1hl c 1nt • liz ljam·s or Yahal 
in pain which po ssed compreh n i,~e juridical and i ciplinary 
pow rs; th me ieval Jewish community of Europe , hich was in 
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almost e ery regard but the political, a state within a state; the 
communities of Poland and Lithuania wi h their powerful diets, 
have not much in common, except that they were all Jewish com
munities, intent upon surviving wi hin a given set of political, 
economic and social factors, and, doing what was advantageous 
and nee ssary. 

It seems likely that the American Jewish community will resemble 
in its broad outlines, as in fact it does at present, the Graeco-Roman 
Jewish community structure. Responsive to its own inward de
termina ion and its American democratic environment it is not 
likely to yield to over-centralization or accept excessive regimenta
tion or control. It will remain loosely knit, though it may evidence 
in the future, as it has in the past, strong capacity for unity of actioP
in times of great emergency, as was the case with war r,elief tasks, 
the reestablishment of the State of Israel, and civil defense needs. 
It will strive for progressive democratization of its organized life. 
The trend may be in the direction of stronger and more representa
tive Jewish community councils though it is doubtful whether they 
will fully supplant.. hie existing n tion nizations which have 
already entrenche, hem_5_elv1~S n f~fflml in prestige. 

The American Jewish commu it.111-.:1~1-~•,p~ ,,i.·ntered in Judaism or 
it will not survive: It ill be1as n i , rel·gious community that 

- o/ /) 

it will carry on in .. he American se,e >- :i," ~ will disintegrate in the 
course of time. The term ethnic• religious is broad enough to include 
all that we mean when we speak of the Jewish way of life - Jewish 
philanthropy, Jewish social service, Jewish culture - but it is not 
so broad as to give to these derivative activities priority over the 
synagog and religious education. Our concentration in the last gen
eration upon philanthropy, foreign relief and civil defense has per
suaded many Jews, I am afraid, not alone that these represent the 
essence and totality of Judaism, but that they are also the true 
means of our survival. Thi is a dangerous delusion. These activities 
are commendable, necessary and worthy manifestations of wholesome 
Jewish life. But they are not its roots nor its nourishing strength. 
Jewish life in America will wither, and dry-rot will set in unless 
the tree sends its roots deep down into the rich soil of Jewish faith 
and Jewish learning. It should also be borne in mind that the state 
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is steadily moving in on all fi Ids of ocial and w lfar rvic , p n
sions, socialized medicin , and all forms of curity, and h impor
tance of the private or denominational ag ncy in th ft Id \! ill 
progressively dimini h. Th r will r main littl \ . hich will b p ci
fically J ewi h in the fi Id of organiz d o ial . en ic . Lik wi , 
campaigns for for ign r Ii f will no continu ind finit ly, and th 
canno be counted upon to k ep J wi h lif perman n ly al rt d 
and mobilized. Without a vital r ligion and a r pl ni hing J wi h 
education and scholarship, th Am ri an J wi h community \ ill 
linger on as a waning and decaying r iduum of th past in a t ~ i
light zone of drift until som unfor n torm br ak ov r it, attacks 
its weakened frame, and sha t r i b yond r pair. 

The Jew survived in th Diaspora b cau h c nt r d his lif 
in the congrega ion, h school, and the synag g. Th ongr gation 
and synagog came into being in xil a surroga for T mpl , tat 
and governmen . It prov d so accordant to their n d and o on
sonant with their character that the r turning xil s brought it 
back with them to restored Judea. It remained of cours ith 
those Jewish communi i who did n t r Prof sor Moor 
correctly remarks, uTh dee i y of ~111~~~~ stitution a th 
synagogue was even grea of,rffaliifJinle than in i ; for 
while at home the Jews . in th T mple and a 
bond of union in its wo --+ f sti als, in for ign 
lands there was nothing o e 1 

It was because in post-exilic tim Jewish lif in th Dia pora 
found a sustaining and nourishing center in he synagog which was 
also the school - or rather, wa primarily the chool - that i was 
able not alone to survive, but o grow in 11 c ually o sturdy and 
spiritually so creative tha in cri ical time it \ a abl to com o 
the aid of Judaism in Pale ine. This was tru in th days of Ezra, 
and again, if the opinion of the Rabbi -- i valid, in th days of Hill I. 
??iT iT?Y iTn:mtvl1 iT1rn ,iT,o,, ,.J:10 N1lY iT?Y ?N1tv'O i111n iT :JT1tvJtv:J 

iT,o, '?:J.::i, . "When the Torah wa forgotten from Isra I, Ezra came 
up from Babylon and established it. '\Vh n i wa again forgott n, 
Hillel, th Babylonian, cam up and -·tabli hed i . ' In ubs quen 
generations, oo, the academies and cholar f Babylon were abl to 
replenish the dwindling piritual and in ellectual )if of h J wi h 
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community in Palestine. In the middle ages it was Jews from the 
Diaspora who founded he great center of mysticism in Safed and 
elsewhere in the Holy Land. Throughout modern times Rabbinic 
scholars from the dispersion founded academies in Palestine, even 
as other J ws found d colonies and settlements and reestablished 
after heroic struggle and with un old sacrific s the State of 
Isra 1. 

/ What our people possesses today of cultural and spiritual reas
ures are not exclusively the creation of the Jews of Palestine, nor 
will those be of the forese able future. We are not warranted by 
nearly 3,000 years of experience to expect otherwise. or should 
we converge all our hopes for the future of our people and our faith 
on one cen er alone. The millenial drama of our people was enacted 
on more than one world stage. Some of its principal actors, from 
Moses to Moses, never lived in Palestine. And, let it be said par
enthetically, if it need be said, that the State of Israel and the Jewish 
community of Israel are not at all synonymous. There are already 
tens of thousands of Christians and Moselms who are citizens of 
Israel. There will btr mor in h 

In my Founders Day Ajddres t_rt~~§~ffl~r.f~~ ~ftUJvered at the Hebrew 
Union College two mont~s ago, 

i. IJ 
It is clear tha a con ~de~ab e pa M_ : e Jewish people - per-
haps a majority - wiH con ;nue to ive outside of Israel in the 
indeterminate future. The Prime Minister of the State of 
Israel a few days ago predicted that there would probably be 
a Je ish population of 3,000,000 in Israel in the next ten years, 
and he spoke of 4 to 5 millions as the ultimate population of 
that country. There are more than that number of Jews today 
in the nited tat s alone. It is to the intere t, not alone of 
the State of Israel, which will have to draw replenishment and 
economic and political suppor from the Dia pora reservoir 
for y ars to come, but of the Jewish people as a whole and of 
Judai m, the noblest creation of the Je-\ ish p ople, and its 
supr me gift to mankind, that Diaspora Jewry should remain 
vital, igorous and spiritually sound. All talk, however patri
otically motivated, which derogates Diaspora J wry or alto
gether writes it off, i meaningl ss and harmful in the extreme 
... What is clearly indicated today is the setting in motion 
of the liveliest possible spiritual and cultural intercommunica-
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tions and interactions b tw n I ra I and th Diaspora, imilar to that which exi t d during p riod of th econd ommonw alth. 

In the past, cen r of J wi h lif hif t d from on par of th 
world to ano h r. At tim ev ral imp rtan c n r xist d ·imul-
taneou ly. In our day w aw th old t and nobl c nt r of J wi h lif in Europ prac ically d o th r im-
portant c n r ar arising today and ar growing in r ng h and 
ignificanc - h national c nt r in I ra 1, and h Dia pora n r 

in he nit d Stat . Th m rican J wi h c mmuni y O\: it 
to it, If and o hi ory o ak ov r it full mea ur of r pon ibility 
for carrying on h historic work of J udai m. F r thi mi h y ta k 
i will hav o find, in th futur , th r urc wi bin i If. It 
will no longer b able to Ii e on borrowing. I can no long r xp 
it piritual and cul ural pro ision to com to i from th Old World. 
Old World Jewr no long r i a a pro 1 10ning c n r. " hall have to pr pare our O\: rn ictual . 

Fortunat ly, we ar no al og h r unprepar d or un quipp d 
for thi task, no alone in rnal fa 'liti bu al o, I b Ii ,.; , in inner re our es. Am rica ... j,,.,.Aj-. ,-.. .... ,A,r ps ov rorganiz d. 
At the mom nt i i so ______ eS~i1Y, e1rmcst1ed in a Y ri abl network of organiza • tfici n a 1 a n 
a meag r quo a of s ? Uabbinic minari 
and social agenci s. or ar in th proc s of building. Am rican 
J ws have al o demons ra d a fin n of olidari y and loyal y, particularly in the las d p rat y ar wh n unpr c d n d di -
ast r swept ov r th ir f llow Jews in Europ and wh n h hi oric 
chall ng reached th m to a i in th r tora ion of h at of 
Israel. Th ir r actions w r ho of a ound and h althy organi ·m. 
A grea hour did not find h m a mall p opl . All this is good building material for he futur . 

Bu h wis archit cts of th futur of th Am rican J wish 
community will do w 11 o us all his good human ma rial, so 
r adily availabl , of loyal y, prid and r pon ibili , of g nero i y 
and or anizational skill, to tr ngth n th n ral and th indis
pen abl institu ion of the J wi h community, th ynagog, which is also the school. 
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The synagog, in its inception and for long centuries thereafter, 
was primarily a place of instruction rather than a place of prayer. 
Professor Baron correctly observes: 

Many synagogues were used as elementary schools during most 
of he day, and divine service itself had as many educational 
as devotional aspects. The reading of portions of the Torah 
in a triennial or annual cycle, their homiletical interpr tation 
in public, represented intellectual rather than purely cultic ex
ercises ... Philo was by no means wrong when, using Greek 
terminology, he called the synagogue a school where Jews 
gather every Sabbath to study the philosophy inherited from 
their forefathers and where all kinds of virtue are taught. This 
merging of the house of prayer and the house of learning was 
emphasized in later generations and the batei kenesiot u-batei 
midrashot appear frequently as one unit in the phraseology of 
the Talmud and the Midrash. 

✓If our reasoning is correct, if the synagog is to become he insti
tution primarily responsible for the survival of the American Jewish 
community, then it must drasti¢ally re-orient itself. It must shift 
its emphasis from place of worsh·p to pla e of serious religious 
education, far more ex en ive an r~ ....... ~-:-:---1,ensive than anything 
which we, at least we Qf the lib ra li'N'JLli:11:tua , ave so far achieved. 
Our Sunday Schools ar imply ot [. ~ Jews for the kind of 
an American Jewi communit whic :i, ' have in mind. This is 
not the time to discuss the remedy, but a frank facing of this fact 
• in itself the first step in the direction of finding a solution. 

Failure to teach the Hebrew language in our schools is consigning 
the future American Jewish community, I am afraid, to cultural 
sterility. No Jewish community ever contributed culturally or 
scholastically to Jewish life which did not foster the Hebrew language 
and literature. o Jewish community ever survived for long which 
ignored Hebrew. This is an ineluctable fact of our experience. We 
cannot survi e without Jewish learning. Our people perishes for 
want of knowledge. "An empty bag cannot stand upright." We 
have armor against everything but "am harazut". 

V Our people frequently employed other language media for their 
religious-cultural expressions - Greek, Arabic, Aramaic, and many 
European languages. This was true especially in the fields of tech-
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nical scholarship and philosophy. Howev r, he languag of pray r, 
poetry, ethics and Jewish law - the deep t and mo vital - was 
nearly always in the Hebrew. In h philo ophic fi ld, too, only 
those books which were early translated into he H br w and be
came available to Jews everywher ex rted any influenc upon J w
ish life and bought. One simply cannot cone i e of th gr at er ative 
periods in our hi tory, wh ther in Babylon, pain, I aly, orth
western, or Eastern Europe wi bout r ferenc o th d lib rate and 
extensive culti ation of the Hebrew language and Ii rature in 
these centers. 

The Hebrew language has been no only th nati and natural 
vehicle for he mind and soul xpre ions of our p opl h r posi
tory of its most glorious cul ural trophies, the bond of union and 
the chain of continuity, but also a pow rful in trum nt for progr 
and renewal in Jewish lif . Th r ival of Gr k and clas ical Latin 
in the fifteenth century brought to a clos th cholastic ag in 
Europe and ushered in the new and emancipa ing ag of th n nai -
sance. The ew Learning which cl sed the Middle Ag s wa , in 
fact, the learning of ancient Greek and Latin. Th s languag s 
which enabled th We-st MJrld to e i • gr a pa made . ' 
possible progress owards an e e gr a tMY-1--u-JCH:PP~ 1 n h sam way 
did the rediscovery of fh br ~ l n ~ n th progr ss of 
Jewish life. And no only of wi h if . ~, tl n umanism and the 
Reformation felt the impac of a re • al of Hehr w learning on th 
part of Christian scholars, led by Pico della Mirandola in I aly and 
Johann Reuchlin in Germany, who did for he revival of H br w 
what Manuel Chrysoloras had done for Gr k. But whil th eff ct 
of Hebrew on European tr nds towards new ways of lif and hough 
was secondary to that of Greek and Latin, it eff c on th mod rn
ization of Jewish life was primary and deci i e. The H hr w lan
guage served as the weapon wi h which to batt r down the spiritual 
and intellectual walls of the ghetto. Th Ha kalah mov m n which 
began with the Measefim under Mos s M nd ls ohn and which 
passed over to Eastern Europe, Ru ia, Poland and Galicia, m
ployed Hehr was the weapon against ob curantism and m di ali m. 
It served as a r olutionary sol nt of an iquat d forms of social 
life. It made possibl a fr sh advance towards a bet r and fre r 
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way of life. Hebrew was the highway along which our people moved 
into the modern world. And of course, it is difficult o over-estimate 
the role which Hebrew played in the movement for national revival, 
which culminated in the establishment of the State of Israel. One 
cannot think of the restoration movement at all from the early 
Hibbat Zion days to the recent crowning days of struggle and vic
tory, without at the same time thinking of the brilliant galaxy of 
Hebrew writers, poets, and essayists who inspired it and sustained 
it 

\,.. The Hebrew language has been, second only to the Torah itself, 
the principal factor, in our survival and our continued renewal. 
We are not at all times aware of this fact. O'J:J i,:,r., Oli1 ~3,1:i J'N 

"The miracle is not always recognized by him who experiences it." 
I cannot conceive of a vital Jewish life in the Diaspora without an 
extensive study of the Hebrew language and literature among our 
people, without a knowledge of Judaism in its historic Hebraic 
manifestations. Furthermore1 if we are thinking of any cultural 
link between Israel and the Jew of the Diaspora, between Yisrael 
and Tefuzot Yisrael, _then.._we.. must be t inking in terms of the He
brew language. W,e mus aise ~mB~~ hich will be able to 
read the language in whic the fuJttt't:.tiJ~cti-tttut.al creations of Israel 

ill be cast. ' = .5 .,,. 
It will not be ea~ t CJ,1) ivate he .P.reQi.t~~language and literature 

in the American J ewISh comm ity of tomorrow. It was never 
easy. ehemiah, you will recall, singles it out as one of the three 
grievous failures of the Je:ws of his day. The cultivation of Hebrew 
always involved struggle, not so much with forces without as with 
forces within. The survival of Judaism itself has always been a 
matter of struggle not only in the Diaspora, but also in Palestin 
Certain American Jews are giving up the struggle in the name and 
on the score of integration within the American community. This 
is the new slogan heard on the American Jewish scene, and I am 
afraid that the best part of that potato is underground. This is the 
most recent rationale for a minimalist Judaism which will be stripped 
of the Hebraic character, which will abandon the Hebrew language 
both in the synagog and in the school, and which will reject the 
concept and the mandates of Kelal Yisrael. 
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True in gration has n ver b n a Jewi h probl m. J w have 
alway integrat d themsel s with h lif and he cultur of the 
people in whose mids th y li d wh n giv n th l a chanc and 
ncouragemrnt. In fact, many J w hav in tim s pa rush d to 

integrate them lv s so ag rly hat th y w n far b yon I adjust
ment, to the point of pr cipitous and otal a imi a ion. J w have 
always mad good and loyal citiz n , and h d p r h ir full-orbed 
Jewish religious loyalti , h n r citiz n th y mad . Th Je~ i h 
probl m has be n on of self-int gration. Thi wa l diffi ul 
when our people lived, as i wer , in a wall d and b I agu r d ci y, 
in a hostile world. It i far mar difficult , h n h y liv in a fr e 
and open city, in a tol rant or fri ndly world. 

I am afraid that the peopl who ar today urging int gra i n 
upon the American Jew are b nt on working a cunning Laban n 
a duped Jacob; and if Am rican J ws ar not more wary han Ja ob 
was, hey are lik ly to li down with int gration and ri up ~ i h 
assimilation. 

To sum up, the American Jewish cornmu 
in the main, be wha American J ws il .... ~ ~ 1---- x rnal pr s~ ure 
will be massive but th in rn9J m tif~!!!I!~• b d cisi . It 
should be rememb red. ha l c mpul ion or any 
historic dialec ic wlu "'"'"' 'r,,c,r,n o " ali bu fi r , 
s iff-necked voluntarism. -~"\ o are Jews by fa 
only or by drift or for an occasional beau ge te, they will p rmit 
it to run down in ignorance and apa hy o low xhaustion and 
disintegration. If leadership is held by Jews who xp ri nc th 
inner compulsion of covenant and mi sion, who wi h J udai m and 
the Jewish people to carry on triumphan ly in th world, who draw 
from he brave and nobler membrane s of th pa hi hand valiant 
hopes for the future of our spiri ual ommon 'l-l al h; and who ar 
prepared to do all that is n cessary a d ad an ag ou to vi aliz 
and perpetuate heir faith and h ir communitie , th r is ur to 
emerge the adequate and suitable organizational form , he ag ncies 
which the community will require for positive and creati living, 
as well as he vi al synagog and the ffici nt school, specially the 
school! Forms will change. The lines, for exam pl , separa ing Ortho
dox, onservative and Reform Judaism may grow indistinct in 
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time and dissolve; although it is not quite clear what gains will 
accrue to Judaism from physical merger, or ritual uniformity. But 
given devoted and purposeful leadership and adequate religious 
educational agencies, we may look to the future of the American 
Jewish community, barring disastrous revolutionary changes in the 
structure of the American government and society, with a good 
measure of confident hope. 

w,pi1 pro,, iliin ,yow ,,,_,,,_, N.JN , i.J,, y,,, ''As soon as a child can 
speak, his father should teach him the Shma, Torah, and the sacred 
tongue." Extended to all age levels, here is the formula not only 
for survival, but for a creative and satisfying life for the American 
Jewish community of tomorrow! 

WRI-IS 

= 
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SUNDAY MORNING SERVICE 
OCTOBER '?9 

On October 29, at 10:30 o'clock, 
Rabbi Silver will deliver the last in his 
current series of lectures, "In An Hour 
of Crisis" . He will speak on the chal
lenging theme, "Freedom in the United 
States- For How Long?'' . 

It has been gratifying to note the 
large congregations which have been 
attending these services. 

Members are requested to be in their 
seats before the Service begins at 10:30 
o' dock. There is a program of organ 
m·1si.c from 10:15 to 10:30 o'clock. 
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presents 

in a program of. dramatic readin~s from the 

world's grca'\ literary masterp"eces 

Sunday, October 29, 1950 8:30 P.M. 

in The Temple 

T. M. C. PLANS ELECTION 
NIGHT PARTY 

or the 
November 7th Templ 
Election N1ghl fest ' viti s ----...--.---11 
replace an affair o igi a y ~o 
for November 4th. 

For the price of only $1 :-0,9 pe . erJmn 
members of The Temple Me,:i'.s Club 
and their ladies can enjoy an evening 
of planned entertainment. There will 
be dancing to the music of Earl Rose's 
orchestra . A television theatre will 
keep you graphically informed minute 
to minute on election results. Buffet 
style refreshments will be served through
out the evening. There will be humor
ous entertainment, and as a special 
adcled attraction, Dr. 7:::-il J ... a .. ppl 7, 
a noted political authority, will furnish 
up to the minute comment on the 
election. 

This Election Night Party is a repeat 
of a similar successful election party 
held under the auspices of The Temple 
Men's Club two years ago. This year's 
affair is shaping up into an even greater 
success. The fun will begin in Mahler 
Hall at The Temple at 8:30 P .M. and 
will last until 12:30. You are advised 
to get your reservations now. 

TEMPLE CHORUS GROUP MEETS 
The Temple Chorus group, an out

growth of the pageant chorus which 
participated in The Temple Centennial 
celebration, now meets on Thursdays 
at 8:30 P.M. in Room 20 of The Temple 
Religious School. 
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TEMPLE RELIGIOUS 
SCHOOL NOTES 

During the month of November a 
book review contest will be held among 
the boys ~md girls of The Temple Junior 
High School. A list of titles from which 
students may select a book for review
ing has been prepared by Miss Miriam 
Leikind, Temple Librarian. The reviews 
will be judged by a panel, and prizes 
will be awarded to the winners. 

The Thursday and Friday Confirma
tion Classes will begin their studies on 
October 26th and 27th at 4:30 P.M. 
Rabbi Silver and Rabbi Stone will con
duct these classes throughout the year. 

On Sunday, October 29th, at 12:00 
n' r•lork fn]hwino thP dni;@ of Sundav 
School, a brunch will be held for st~
dents and faculty of The Temple High 
School Department. The program will 
include games and dancing. 

TUESDAY SEWING BEGINS 
NEW SEASON 

Under the chairmanship of Mrs. I. 
Horvitz, the Tuesday Sewings Groups 
of The Temple Women's Association 
energetically began their work on 
October 17th. An unexpectedly large 
number of women participated in the 
sewing program . 

A new canteen committee has been 
organized under the co-chairmanship 
of Mrs. Leon Bialosky and Mrs. Morton 
Morgenstern, to plan . and prepare the 
lunches which the women of the Tues
day Sewing enjoy. 



THE FUTURE OF THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMUNITY 
Address Delivered Before The Centr l Conference of Amencan Ra bbis 

Crncmnah, Ohio, June 11 1950 

By D,-. Abba Hille l Silv er 

The oracular quality of our syrnpo
si urn, "The Future of the American 
Jewish Community", recalls to mind 
the sharp difference of opinion between 
the two eminent Arnorairn, which is 
recorded in Baba Bathra. Rabbi Abdirna 
of Haifa maintained that "since the 
day the Temple was destroyed, pro
phesy has been taken from the prophets 
and given to the wise", while Rabbi 
Jochanan maintained that "since the 
Temple was destroyed, prophesy has 
been taken from the prophets and given 
to fools and children''. Being called 
upon to discuss the !uture of the An:eri 
can Jewish community, it would be 
embarrassing for me to take sides with 
one or the other of those distinguished 
scholars of the Torah. To agree with 
Rabbi Abdima would lay me open to 
an imputation of immodesty. To side 
with Rabbi Jochanan would be to con
fess to something which no one ever 
wishes to acknowledge publicly. 

It were best, therefore, in our dis
cussion to forego the bright and tempt
ing specuium of prophesy, and to 
content ourselves with a humbler 
vehicle of investigation and study with 
what can be learned from a survey of 
our past which may serve as a guide 
for our future. "Remember the days 
of old, consider the years of many 
generations," is always and for every
one sound advice. Experience is a wise 
teacher, and will is a great builder. 
For progress and survival a people 
should take counsel of its past and 
brace its will resolutely for the future . 

The world Jewish community is vPrv 
old. It is perhaps more realistic to 
speak of world Jewish communities in 
the plural; for the time during which 
there existed only one Jewish com
munity in one place, in Palestine, and 
nowhere else, is short indeed. During 
the last 2700 years of our history, there 
have existed a number of Jewish com
munities simultaneously inside and out
side of Palestine. During most of these 
years the population of the communities 
outside of Palestine far outnumbered 
the Palestinian Jewish population. The 
recent phenomenon of our day, that of 
the co-existence of an independent 
Jewish state along with an extensive 
Diaspora, which has set so many Jews 
speculating as to their relationship, is 
really no new phenomenon in Jewish 
experience. There were many flourish
ing centers of Jewish We in the Diaspora, 
and frequently they existed side by 

side with the national center in Pales
tine. Those fawish comrnuniti s hrough 
the centuries took on a wide variety of 
organizational forms in fad, almost 
ever'} conceivable form, d icta~ed by 
external political cond;tionr or internal 
preferences. There never is a single 
pattern. There could not be for a living 
organism which was determined to 
survive under all conditions. What was 
constant in their communal life, whether 
in the ancient world or the Graeco
Rornan world or the Christian or Woslern 
wo ld, was the will to live as a Jewish 
corr:~:mity and to perpetuate .:ind 
transmit their religious faith. What 
energized that will was the conviction 
that they were bound by a covenant 
and charged with a mission and the 
firm belief in the superiority and in 
the world-serving and world-conquer
ing destiny of their faith and their wa'} 
of life . 

The American Jewish comm 
one of the more recept m 
ish comm unities of hist r • 
largest and by far the m 
It has muny distinctive ea,._ 
set in a distindive environme ~ v~r
theless, its experiences are no en tireiy 
unique. Its organizat' onal st u i:e has 
precedents, and its p oblems of survival 
are not without parallel in Jewish 
history. In speculating, therefore, about 
its future, it would be well to take into 
account the experiences of other Jew
ish communities in the long past, and 
to consider well the y ars of many 
generations . 

When I speak of the world Jewish 
community, I have in mind the histonc 
ethnic-religious group which, whether 
as "Arn Yisrael", the people of Israel, 
or "Beth Yisrael", the Household of 
Israel, or "Ada th Yisrael", the congre
gation of Israel, or "Knesseth Yisrael", 
the assembly of Israel, whether at home 
in Palestine or scattered in a great 
dispersion was always inextricably 
bound up with its religion, always 
struggles to preserve its identity, and 
always remained one and indivisible. 
There was never a time in our recorded 
history when the concepts of faith and 
people were dissociated, though there 
were periods of great apostacy and 
threatening assimilation. It is difficult 
to determine which motif was the 
stronger the ethnic or the religious 
nor is it important. It is sufficient to 
remember that with the collapse of the 
Jewish state and the exile of the people, 
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both after the first and the second 
Destructions, neither the Jewish people 
nor its religion collapsed. The faith 
sustained the people. The people 
m intained their faith . 

There were groups in ancient pre
Exilic Israel who "went astray from their 
God" . The prophets of Isr el singled 
them out for the ir bitterest denuncia
tion, and m the end Judaism triumphed 
over them as it triumphed over the 
entire system of idolatry of the pagan 
world . There were Jews in Heller,istic 
times who forsook the f ith of Israel and 
joined themselves to the heathen. The 
Maccabean revolt was aimed as much 
against these Jewish apostates as against 
the Graeco-Syrian tyrannical rulers. 
These "wicked men", as the First Book 
of Maccabees designates them, were 
not so-called "nationalists" who wanted 
to live as Jews, but not as religious 
Jews. They wanted to lose their national 
identity as well, to assimilate com
pletely within the Oriental melting-pot. 
They agreed with Antiochus that" all 
fhould be one people". In adopting 
the Greek vogue, they surrendered not 
only their religious beliefs and disci
pline, but their Hebrew speech as well 
and their Hebrew names and every 
distinguishing mark of Jewish life. 
These assimilationists were a powerful 
forr.e, and k •r a long time, but the 
people rejected them in the end, as 
well s thc:r philosophy which First 
Maccabees sums up as follows: "Let 
us go and make a covenant with the 
heathen that are around us: for since 
we departed from them, we have had 
much sorrow." 

Philo, several centuries Jater, knew 
similar Jewish apostates in Alexandria 
which in his day probably numbered 
a half million Jews. Philo, to quote 
Professor Wolfson, distinguishes three 
types of apostates: those who forsook 
Judaism out of weakness of the flesh, 
who passed from a violation of the 
dietary laws and the laws of inter
marriage to a complete abandonment 
of Judaism; those who were motivated 
by the vulgar delusion of social ambi
tions a not uncommon motive in 
apostasy. "There was a progressive 
pilgrimage of certain Alexandrian Jews 
from a seat in the front row of the 
synagogue to a place at the tail end of 
the mystery processions of the heathen." 
And then, there were the "intellectually 
uprooted", "a class of educated Jews, 
well versed in the arts and the sciences 
and philosophy, but devoid of any 
religious training, not only Jewish but 
heathen, having therefore no interest 
in the application of philosophy to 
religion, either for the defense of Juda
ism or for the defense of heathenism. 
They constituted the free-thinkers of 
the hme . . . These uprooted Jewish 



These are the new pupils of our Relipious School who participated 
in the Consecration Sel'vice held in The e p tober 3, 1950. 

intellectuals certainly had no reason to 
remain within the Jewish community ... 
It was e,omparatively easy at that time 
for a Jew to escape Judaism ... Perhaps 
some of these apostates, either for 
devious reasons of some practical 
advantages or for the simple reason 
that it was easier for them to lose their 
relish for the God of their fathers than 
for the cooking of their mothers, had 
remained within the Jewish part of the 
city, though without being part of its 
religious life; and with all their indif
Ierence toward JuJaism., the :f could not 
completely refrain from taunting their 
fell ow Jews . . . " 

All this has a very contemporary 
ring. We have these "intellectually 
uprooted" Jews in our midst today. 
They have not formally abandoned 
Judaism, nor have they joined any other 
religious communion. They may not 
call themselves materialists or atheists. 
They do not wish to be known as Jewish 
nationalists. They are not rooted in 
Jewish life. They are ignorant of Jewish 
scholarship. They do not seem obligated 
by any commitment whatsoever to the 
Jewish group. Nevertheless, they would 
like to be the recognized leaders in the 
intellectual life of the Jewish people, 
and welcome critics and guides. 
Recently an apologist for this group of 
"uprooted Jewish intellectuals" wrote 
a defense of them under the subject, 

"Jewish Identity vi a Free Society''. 
Thi a tiele a eared i~ . , Ie_wish 
magazine which has been °'the mouth
piece- of these ' 1uprooted intelle.Qtuals", 
a magazine which relegates Judaism to 
a sort of postscript to its literary offer
ings wherein an epha of "chutzpah" 
is frequently spiced with a hin of 
pornography. This magazine is financed 
by a national Jewish organization which 
is made up exclusively of the very best 
people, which proclaims that the Jewish 
people is basically a religious com
munity and which, in its statement of 
views, affirms its "devotion to our 
religion, and pledges itself to maintain 
and perpetuate the vitality of our 
spiritual heritage". The writer charac
terizes the misunderstood intellectuals 
whom he defends as Jews who are 
bound together only by a certain emo
tion which arises "from the sense of 
living within a cycle of repetitions that 
time after time brought Jews to re-enact 
collectively certain characteristic events 
of their history, such as the return to 
the Land of the Fathers". 

"The advantage of the emotions," 
declared Oscar Wilde, "is that they 
lead us astray." I am inclined to be
lieve that Professor Wolfson' s charac
terization is much more pat and reveal
ing than that of the magazine writer. 
That "certain emotion" which keeps 
theI!l within th€ Jewish pale, is probably 
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a relish for a cycle of repetition of their 
mother's cooking ... Be that as it may, 
there is room in the spacious household 
of Israel even for these Jews of nebulous, 
intermittent and nostalgic identification, 
who are conscious of no mandates of 
loyalty, who assume no burden of 
responsibility for Jewish survival, who 
are "malicious critics", as Philo calls 
them, "impudently bold in inventing 
objections". The Jewish people ex
cludes no one who does not exclude 
himself. But let not these occasional 
ancl _µeripheics.l Jews presume to be the 
spokesmen and leaders of Jewish life in 
America. No people can long survive 
such spiritually sick, aimless, and equi
vocal leadership. 

Alexandrian Jewry, to quote Professor 
Wolfson again, was "a community 
united in its essential beliefs and 
practices. By the constant attrition and 
attraction of the environment, every 
upgrowth of dissent was worn away and 
carried off; those who remained within 
did so by choice and out of a sense of 
unity and loyalty. Whatever differences 
of opinion existed among them with 
regard to the interpretation of the Law 
... , they all believed in the divine 
origin of the Law and in its perfection 

This belief was their justification 
to the world at large and to their own 
selves for their continued existence as 
a people apart, and which they kneiw 



was a source of annoyance to others 
and which, being only human, they 
must have occasionally felt also as a 
burden upon themselves. They all 
also presented a common attitude 
toward the religion and culture of the 
outside world, and this they proclaimed 
courageously and forthrightly Greek 
religion was false; Greek philosophy 
was an inferior form of Judaism ... 
Indeed, Alexandrian Tews craved good 
will, but good will to them meant to 
bury the hatchet; it did not mean to 
bury convictions and cover up diffe1-

T
1.. ( , , ences. uey 1ever iawnea, cney never 

crawled, they never yielded what they 
considered to be the truth ." 

This, I hope, might also bP the pattern 
of the spiritual hfe of the Jewish com
munity of tomorrow which will remain 
united with other world Jewish com
munities in faith anri tradition, in lewish 
culture and history, although 1t would 
be well to be forewarned of those fatal 
weaknesses which inhered in the 
Hellenistic Diaspora and which ulti
mately undermined its creative cultural 
and spiritual life the dilution of its 
nation.:il religious heritage into a vague 
universalism, and the neglect of the 
Hebrew language. 

Up to the period of the Emancipation 
and for some time thereafter in fact, 
up to thP doc;e 0f t½.e 19t11 ce ntu-y 
few if any questi0ned the b.,c;1cally ano 
predominantly religious character of 
the Jewish community. W1th the spread 
of secularism and the ris.o of nationalism, 
efforts were made, particularly in 
Eastern Europe, to reconstruct the Jew
ish community into a secular nationality 
organization in which religion would 
occupy a tolerated position among 
numerous other cultural, educational 
and social activities . A philosophy oi 
Diaspora nationalism was evolved by 
such thinkers as Simon Dubnow and 
Chnim Zhitlovc;kv which. ooposed to 
Zionism, anticipated the continuec ex
istence of the Jewish people ac; a secular, 
national minority in the Diaspora, pos
sessed of constitutional guarantees 
which would insure its nationality Etatus, 
communal self-go ernment, educa
tional autonomy, and the right to em
ploy its own language. There was a 
brief momen following the first World 
War when this seemed possible in some 
countries of Eastern Europe as a result 
of special provisions incorporated in 
the minority treaties at the Peace Con
ference . However, national minority 
rights soon ran into violent resistance 
on the part of governments and rapid 
nullification followed . Today, with the 
practical liquidahon of these Ea~tern 
European Jewries, the subject of Dia
spira nationalism has become purely 
academic. Western European and 
American Jewish communities have 

never asked nor do they desire any 
special status as national minori ies. 
This concept is alien to the political 
structure of these countries, where 
Jews desire equal rights of citizenship 
and freedom from all forms of dis
crimination. No more, no less 

The American Jewish community of 
tomorrow will continue as it is today, 
and for as long as America remains 
free, built on a purely voluntary basis 
of allegiance, reenforced by no legal 
constramt, no guarantP~d mmority 
right5. a!1d no quasi-;ove rnmental 
mandates like those which were en
joyed by the French and Belgian con
sistories organized by Napoleon, or 
similar community structures which 
derived some of their authority and 
protection from the state . There have 
been many varieties of state-cGnlrolled 
and state-supervised Jewish com
mumhes in the past, and also many 
legally recognized communities which 
possessed fundamental privHeges grant
ing them not alone religious autonomy, 
but extensive privileges of self-govern
ment, the right to establish their own 
courts of justice, to discipline their 
members, and to levy and collect taxes . 
Jewish communities ~ave run the whole 
gamut of possible variations in structur , 
in centralization, and in a tho • t T e 
patriarchate in Pal sti 
iensive powers; the xil.<µ.!.........,"'-""~ ~u.u..Ly 
Ionia, both und~:r the S sr 1 

Empu nd under the C <1h a 
was h reditary in charade , a wh6se 
head was a recognized office:r ,,0f the 
state; the independent and democratic 
communities in the Graeco-Roman 
world, free from all governmental direc
tion, with their freely elected lay 
leaders; the highly centralized Aljamas 
or Kahals of Spain which possessed 
comprehensive juridical and discipli
nary powers; the medieval Jewish com
munity of Europe which was in -::tlmost 
_,,.-- .... .,.._,_.,.,..,.J 'h. .. ,+- •h ,...., ....... '"'1 · ♦ ;,... :-- l ... ,..•~•"' 
\,,,,,,, - - ) ..... -';:J"'4• -- .,._,, - .. ... ...... _ t-' '-" •- "- • - ·--, ..... - ·- .. -

within a state; the communities of 
Poland and Lithuania with their power
ful diets, have not much in common, 
except that they were all Jewish com
munities, intent upon surviving within 
a given set of political, economic and 
social factors, and of necessity, doing 
what was advantageous and necessary. 

I seems likely that the American 
Jewish community will resemble in its 
broad outlines, as in fact it does at 
present, the Graeco-Roman Jewish com
munity structure. It is not likely to yield 
to over-centralization or accept excess
ive regimentation or control. It will 
remain loosely knit, though it ma 
evidence in the future, as it has in th 
past, strong capacity for unity of action 
in times of great emergency, as was the 
case with war relief tasks, the re
establishment of the State of Israel, and 
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civil defense needs . It will strive for 
progressive democrahzation of its 
organized life The trend may be in the 
direction of stronger and more repre
sentative Jewish commumty councils, 
though it 1s doubtful whether they will 
fully supplant the existing nahonal 
organizations which have already en
trenched themselves in service and in 

fa~g~merican Jewish community will 
be centered in Judaism or it will not 
survive. It will be as an ethnic-reliaious 
community thar 1t will carry on o~ the 
American scene, or it will disintegrate 
in the course of time. The term ethnic
religious is broad enough to include all 
that we mean when we speak of the 
Jewish way of life Jewish philanthropy, 
Jewish social service, Jewish culture 
but it is not so broad as to give to these 
derivative activities priority over the 
synagogue and rellg1ous education. 
Our concentration in the last generation 
upon philanthropy, foreign relief and 
civil defense has persuaded many Jews, 
I am afraid, not alone that these repre
sent the essence and totality of Judaism, 
but that they are also the true means of 
o\.l'J survival. This is a dangerous 
delusion . These activities are com
mendable, necessary and worthy mani-
festations of w1'_olesome Jewish life. 
But thev ar not ;ts roots and its nourish
ing strength Jewish life in Americ 
will ·.vither a.nd dry rot will sc1 m unles 
he tree sends its roots deep down int 

the rich soil of Jewish faith an ·l Jewis 
le,rning. It should also be borne i 
mind that the state 1 steadily movin 
in on all fields of social and welfare 
service , pensions, socialized medicine, 
and all forms of social security, "lnd the 
importance of the private or denomi
national agency in these fields will 
progressively diminish. There will 
remain little which will be specifically 

:~~~:~,. in t~~.;~~~~" of ~~9.:~~~;?JsocJ~: 
f;;~ig~ · reJi;i'~ill- ~ot ~o;;ti·;~-~-- indefi-
nitely, and they cannot be counted upon 
to keep Jewish life permanently alerted 
and mobilized. Without a vital religion 
and a replenishing Jewish education 
and scholarship, the American Jewish 
community will linger on as a waning 
and decaying residuum of the past in a 
twilight zone of drift until some unfore
seen storm breaks over it, attacks its 
weakened frame, and shatters it beyond 
repair 

The Jew survived in the Diaspora 
because he centered his life in the 
congregation, the school, and the syna
gogue The congregation and syna

gue came in o being in exile as 
e for Temple, state and govern
It proved so accordant to their 

needs and so consonant with their 
character that the returning exiles 



brought it back with them to restored 
Judea . It remained, of course, with 
those Jewish communities who did 
not return. Professor Moore correctly 
remarks, "The necessity of such an 
institution s the syn gogue was even 
greater outside of Palestine than in it; 
for while at home the Jews had a reli
gious center in the Temple and a bond 
of 1''1ion in its worshi·J, ec,,r:,&~iallv at 'he 
festivals, in foreign lnnds hFie was 
nothing of the kind " 

It Pas because in post-exihc times 
Jewish life in the Diaspora found a 
suc,faining and nourishing center in the 
synagogue which was also the school 
or rathe , was primarily the school 
that it was able not alone to survive, 
but to grow intellectually so sturdy and 
spiritually so creative that in critical 

~imes it was able to come to the a id of 
Judaism in Palestine. This was true m 
the days of Ezra. and aqain if the 
opinic,.., 0f H,9 '1-"' hl:,i~ ic:: ";i li,-1 , '"Yl the 

days 01 Hillel. " When the Torah was 
forgotten from Israel, Ezra came up 
from Babylon and established it. When 
it was again forgotten, Hillel, the Baby
lonian, came up and established it." 
In subsequent generations, too, the 
academies and scholars of Babylon 
were able to replenish the dwindling 
spiritual and intellectual life of the 
Jewish community in Palestine . In the 
middl ages it was Jews from the Di -

spora who founded the great centers 

OIHO ' GN\f13A3'J:) 
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of mysticism in S1fed and lsewhere rn 
the Holy Land. Throughout modern 
times Rabbinic scholars from th dis
persion founded acad m1 s in P l shne, 
even as other Jews found d colonies 
and settlements and r -established, 
after heroic struggl and with untold 
sacrifice , the St te f I rael 

Wh t c-ur ople po s 
culhuaJ and spuitu l tr d 

exdus1v !y the er _a 1nEI o 
Palestin , 11or 111 t} ose of -
ahle Jutur . We ar y 
nea ly 3,000 ears of to 
exp ct otherwise or should: we con
verge all our hope for th future of 
our people and our faith on on center 
alone. The milleni l dr ma of our 
people was enacted on mor than one 
world stage. Some of its pnncipal 
ac ors, from Moses to Moses, never 
lived in Palestine. 

NOTE Rabin '-,her .iddrt:»,-. 11 i ll ht> 

cornph•ted ,n th,.... lo/Ion ,n~ , ., -. tit> -. 

of Tht• Tt>nip/ ,.... Buflt>t111 

PARKING 
Members are also remind d that there 

is parkmg space available not only on 
105th Street and on Ansel Road, but also 
behind The Temple and 1n the park 
facing 105th Street . 

CLEVELAND ZIONIST SOCIETY 
CONTRIBUTES TO MUSEUM 

In apprec1ahon of the hospitality 
which has been extended by The 
Temple to the Cleveland Zionist Society 
over a period of years, the Society has 
made a donation of $2,000 with which 
to purchase Jewish ritual objects for 
The T mple Museum. A rare 18th 
c<..nlury '/ n han Hagyaddh ueauti
fuHy 1llurnill d has alr dy b n ac
qu1r d with part of the funds . Other 
it ms will soon be purchas d . 

The Temple Gratefully 
Acknowledges The 

Following Contributions 

TO THE MUSEUM FUND: 
in m mory of Mrs Loms W isman by Mr 

!d Riq lhaupt, in m mory of Dr. Wilham 
Rig ~lhau pt by Mrs. William Rigelhauol 

TO THE LIBRARY FUND: 
In m mory of moth r , Lena My rs , by Mrs 

S. H. Senor, m memory of Millie K hn . by Mr 
and Mrs Lawr nee M Rich, m memory of 
son, Lt Arnold Nathanson by Mr. and Mrs 
M P . Nat hanson; mm mory of Louis Weisman 
bv Mrs. H rman Kempn r, in honor of 1950 
High School Grnduahng Class of Thf' Tempi 
R lig1ous School by J r Broh-Kahn, in memory 
of Link S mpltner by Mr and Mrs. J B. Cohn . 

TO THE FLORAL FUND: 
In me mory of Edwin H. Weil by Mrs. A. B. 

Elroymson . 

,., c urrently d, .,p/c1~ 111.4 •• M111wturt>-." of je1~ , . h f ~ t,vc1/ tahJ,. ..,, on /0.:111 fron1 the .irn 4;~ 
Mu.,eun1 111 P,tt.,bur~f, Th,, e"11b1t 11 ,//heat Th T rnpl through Novt>niber n,nth . 

Mu cum H our · Sa\ urday M ormn • g o 1]. 

Sunday M ornin, At The onclu 10n of S ·rv1c 
Followin v ry publt m ing in Mahl r Hall 
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Sunday Morning Service 

10:30 o'clock 

s 
will deliver the first of a series- oi f.9ur lectures: 

.--

"Modern Jewish Life and Thought" 

peaking on : 

11 The State Of 
•• 

Israel •• 

Its Problems 

Friday Evening Service Saturday Morning Service 

5:30 to 6:10 11:15 to 12:00 

No. S 



JAe Jempk /3z,llelin 
u.l1r l!-1'11tµh-

Congregation T1fereth Isr a I 
(Found d 1P50) 

Rabbis: 
Abba Hillel Silver, D.D., Litt. D., D.H.L. 

Earl Stanley Stone, M.H.L. 
A s~1st;int Ra1'h 

D,rPc-lor of R, hg,ou Fd ucahon 

A ' DJTectc,r of R, hq1ou Fdur,t ion 

SARAH G BAKER 

E) cuhvc• S1•cr IM} 

LEO S BAMBERGER 

1brana1 

MIRIAM LEIKIND 
Organist and Ch<' r D rl'clm 

A R WILLARD 
A M Luntz ... . . . .. . .. ...... ...... Pr s1denl 
L W Neu mark . .............. V1ce-Pres1dent 
S M. Fnedman .................... Tr asurer 
Pub!tshf'd we kly, Pxcept dur1n9 th,. ~umm r vacahon. 
Enter ,j as econd -class mallet N ov mb r 12, 1931 ;,t th 
Pc t Off,c Cleveland O hio und r th A c o f arch 3 
1879 Sub~cnphon. Fifty Cent< Pr Annum MemhP 
Union ol merican H ehr w Conqr g;ihcn§ 

Ansel Road and East 105th Street 
SWeetbnar 1-7755 

RABBI SIL VER BEGINS 
NEW SERIES 

This coming Sunday morning Rabbi 
Silver will begin a new series of four 
lectures on ''Modern Jewish Life and 
Thought" , and will speak on the theme, 
"The State of Israel Its Problems." 

This week marks Balfour Declaration 
Day which falls on November 2nd. 
Next week, on the eve of the Biennial 
Convention of the Umon of American 
Hebrew Congregations, which meets 
in Cleveland, Rabbi Silver will speak 
on "The American Jewish Community 
Its Future" . 

Please be on time. The doors of The 
Temple open at 10 o' clock. The Service 
begins promptly at 10:30. An organ 
recital by Mr. Willard, orgamst and 
choir director, is presented from 10: 15 
to 10:30. 

l!-l'11tµh· Hfrnu1rial ilhlllh 
The name of 
SAM WEITZ 

has been lovingly inscribed m The 
Temple Memorial Book. 

JJn ii-h-murtam 
The Temple notes with deep sorrow 

he passing of: 
HARRY M. GOLDW ASSER 
SOL H. SCHACHTEL 
HILDA KROHNGOLD 

and extends its deep sympathies to the 
members of their bereaved families. 

-

announces 

An El ec t i o n Night Par t y 

c >_-1{) j> /II. - /:!:,1(} ii.Ill. 

• HUMOROUS ENTERTAINMENT 

• DANCING TO EARL ROSE'S ORCHESTRA 

• REFRESHMENTS 

• TELEVISED ELECTION RESULTS 

• EXPERT ELECTION COMMENT BY DR. CYRIL J. APPLEBY 

LAUGHTON THRILLS 
TEMPLE CROWD 

On October 29 in The Temple, 
Charles Laughton held a capacity 
audience entranced as he wo d his 
way enchantingly th ou ~el 
of readings fro the Bi le n· 
Thomas Wolfe, Thurbe 
oth r lHerar master iec~s. 

This program, sponsot~cl 
Temple Women' A sociation.,. i au
gura eel their ctiviti s for the I 50-51 
season. Laughton's readings ottracted 
city-wide publicity and comment, and 
the program was generally (;Onceded 
to be one of the most en3oyable to be 
presented b , a Temple group in recent 
years. 

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL NOTES 

An art class, open to all the children 
of The Temple Religious School is 
held at The Temple each Wednesday 
afternoon after public school sessions 
and on Sunday mornings at 9:30 A.M. 
This class, which meets in the Art Room 
of The Temple, is under the direction of 
Mrs. Frances Margulis . Its children are 
currently occupied in preparing Chanu
kah gifts for their parents. 

On Wednesday evening, November 
8, at 8 P.M. in Mahler Hall, there will 
be a dessert meeting for the paren s 
and teachers of The Temple Religious 
School. Parents will have an opportu
nity to meet the teachers of their 
children, and hear as well a lovely 
program of songs to be presented by 
Miss Phyllis Kammen, a soloist with 
The Temple Choir. 
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MR. AND MRS. CLUB 
FUNCTIONS 

The first meeting of The Mr. and Mrs. 
Club Discussion Group will be held 
this Friday evening, November third, 
at 8:30 P.M. in the home of Rabbi and 
Mrs. Earl S. Stone, 18112 Lomond Blvd., 
Shaker Heights. 

At this meeting, which is open to all 
the members of the Mr . and Mrs. Club, 
the subject under discussion will be, 
"Our Relations With Israel A Two 
Way Passage." The meeting will also 
afford those present the opportunity of 
selecting the topics for future Dis
cussion Group get togethers 

The membership of The Temple Mr. 
and Mrs. Club has developed the very 
lovelv aPr:l. unusual custom of meetino 
fo r b~eakfast at the Park Lane Villa on 
Sunday mornings, and then adjourning 
to the Services in The Temple. 

The next breakfast of this group will 
be on November 5th, at 9:30 A M. 
Reservations may still be made by 
phoning Mrs. Eli Goldston at SK 1-9950. 

HILDA KROHNGOLD 
MEMORIAL FUND 

Friends of the late departed Hilda 
Krohngold, former president of The 
Temple Women's Association have 
established a Hilda Krohngold Memo
rial Fund in her memory at The Temple. 

Friends wishing to contribute to this 
fund may send their contributions to 
The Temple O ffice . 



THE FUTURE OF THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMUNITY 
Address D livered B fore Th Central Con! r enc-e of Am er ica n Ra b b is 

Cincinnati , Ohio Junf" 11 1%0 

B y Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 

PART 2 
In my Founders' Day Address which 

I delivered at the Hebrew Union College 
two months ago, I stated: 

It is cl ear that a considerable pa rt o f th 
Jewish peopl e p erhaps a major i ty w ill 
conltnu e lo l 1v outside of I srael m th e 
rndelermmale future The PrimP Min is! r 
of the SI te of Israel a f w days ag o pr . 
dicled !hat !here would probabl y b a 
Jewish populalton of 3,000,000 in I srael 
i n !he next ten y ars, and he spoke of 4 
o 5 millions as the ultimate popu lation 

of that country. There are more than 
that number of J ws today in the United 
States alone It i s lo th e i nterest, no! 
alone of the Slate of Israel whi c h will 
hi>VP In rh;, TPnl .on ,.,\.,,,.,0nl -. ,..,-1 ~':"· 

not a m ager quota of synagogu s, 
schools, hbranes, Rabbinic s mma 1 s, 
and social agencies . Mor ar rn th 
process of building. American Jews 
have also demonstrated a fin sense of 
solidarity and loyalty, particularly in 

these last desperate years wh n un 
precedent d disast r swept ov r th 1r 
fellow J ws in Europe and wh n th 
histonc challenge reached them to 
assist in the restoration of th Stal of 
Israel. Their reactions wer those of a 
sound and healthy organism . A gr at 
hour did not find them a small p ople . 
All •his 1s good building mat rial for 
4\.. - C. . 4. -
l.1, .1.. .I.UlU.l(... -

nom1c and pohh~al support from the 
Di aspora reservoi r for years to come, but 
of the J wish people as a who! and of 
Judaism the noblest creation of the Jew-
1Sh people, nd its supreme gift to man
kind , that Diaspora Jewry should remain 
vital , vigorous and spiritually sound . All 
talk, however patriotically mohvat d 
which derogat s Diaspora J wry or al
together writes it off , 1s meaningless and 
harmful m the extreme ... What is clearl y 
indicated todav 1s the selling in mohon 
of the hv hes! possible spir i tual and 
cultural mtercommunicahons and inter 
actions between Ism I nd the Diaspora, 
simi lar lo th c1l whic h e xisted d uring 
penods o f th S cond C o mmon wPil llh 

v n-~ wise architects of the futur 
/, of ili; A!erican Jewish community will 

do well to use all t~ good human 
material, so readily available, of loyalty, 
pride and responsibility, of g nerosity 
and organizational skill, to strengthen 
the central and the i dispensable insti-

In the past centers of Jewish life 
shifted from one part of the world to 
another . At times several important 
centers existed simultaneously. In our 
day we saw the oldest and noblest 
center of Jewish life in Europe practi
cally destroyed . Providentially, two 
other important centers are rising today 
and are growing in strength and sig
nificance the national center rn Isr el, 
and the Diaspora center in the United 
States. The American Jewish com-

• • • • • • • ' r , • , • . 
iuuuHy v •• v~ a tu H::.eu ctHU to n1sto1 y 

tution of th Jewish community, the 
synagogue, wfoch is al th ho 

Th synagogu , in 
c nturi s th 
l c of inst 

prayer 

M ,rny syn,HJOCJUes w 0 r used n!i ('} •mpn-
1 rv schools durinrJ m :; ol th dny, nnd 
d1v1nP snrv1c llsc,11 h,H1 ,1s rndnv Pducn
ltonol as Pvoltonal <1sp els. Th renrtinq 
o! po rltons of the Torc1h in r1 In nn1,1l or 
nnnuc1I cycle thelf he mil ltc,I tn l l•rpr,,. 
lii I ton 111 puhbc, repr s ntPrl int,-,11 dual 
ra th r thc1n pu r ely cult1c x rr1ses 
Philo was by no me,rns wron wh<>n, 
using Gr ek ter minolog y he coll d th 
synagoque a school wh r c> Jews g,1 th r 

v£•ry SctuOd tn to sruny l h p hIloso phv 
inherited from thelf l ore! then, and wh ~r 
nil kmds o f v i rt ue o r tau h t This mC'r g
in q of the house o f p rav .r and th ho us 
of l ea rning was mph as1z d m l ater 
g nerat 1ons and th h a tai ke n esiot 
u -b a tei midrash ot appea r Ir qu ntlv 
as onP um! m th ph r aseoloqv of th 
Ta l mud an d the M 1dr ,ic,h 

/ H--om--reasonin ,,,~l the " 
synagogue is to beco;-e..._th~,;;,i;su"Pution t\ 
pnmarily responsible for the survival 
of the Am rican J wish community, 
th n it must drashcally re-ori nt itself . 
It must shift its emphasis from a place 
of worship to a place of serious religious 

ducation, far mor xtensive and far 
more mtens1ve than nything which 
w , a-t least we af tl1e liber al sy nagog ue,• 
hav so far ach1ev d . Our Sunday 
Schools ar simply not preparing Jews 
for the kind of an Am ncan Jewish 
commumty which w have m mind. 

e 
rank facing of this fact 

1s rn ds lf th irst st p rn th direction 
of findinq a solution . 

Failure to teach th Hebrew l nguage 
1n our schools is consigning th future 
American Jewish community, I am 
afraid, to cultural st rility . No J wish 
community ever contnbuted culturally 
or scholastically to Jewish life which 
did not foster the Hebr w language and 
lit rature. No Jewish community ever 
survived for long which ignored Hebrew. 
This is an ineluctable fact of our ex
p rience . We cannot surviv without 
J wish learning . Ou..--...,.,.,.. .... le p rishes 
for want of kn dge . n empty 
bog cannot nd upright." e have 

rmor ainsl verything, xcept ,. 
am 
Our people 

other language 
g1ous-cultural expr ssio Greek, 
Arabic, Aramaic, and m ny Europ an 
languag s . This was tr esp cially in 
th fields of technical cholarship and 
philosophy However, th languag of 
prayer, po try, ethics nd Jewish law 
h deepest and mos vi al wa n arly 

a lways rn the Hebr w . In the philo
sophic field, loo, o those books which 
w r . early transl ed in o the Hebrew 
and became av abl to Jews every
where exerted any influence upon 
Jewish life an thought. One simply 
1...u, u ,u~ 1..,ui.1... .; "'-' u~ ll,t ~ttdt t.IC.:cil;V'e 

penods m our history, whether in 
Babylon, Spain, Italy, Northwestern or 
Eastern Europe without reference to 
th d liberal and xt nsive cultivation 
of the Hebrew language and lit rature 
m these centers. 

to take over its full measure of responsi
bility for carrying on the historic work 
of Judaism. For this mighty task it will 
have to, in the future, find the resources 
within itself . It will no longer be able 
to live on borrowing. It can no longer 
expect its spiritual and cultural pro
visions to come to it from the Old 
World. Old World Jewry no longer 
exists as a provisioning center. We 
shall have to prepare our own victuals. 

RABBI SILVER'S LECTURES IN NOVEMBER 

Fortunately, we are not altogether 
unprepared or unequipped for this 
task, not alone in external facilities, 
but also, I believe, in inner resources. 
American Jewry is organized, perhaps 
over-organized. At the moment it is 
somewhat helplessly enmeshed in a 
veritable network of organization. It 
possesses H not a sufficient, at least 

Following the very successful series of lectures on "In An Hour of Crisis", 
Rabbi Silver, during the month of November, will d liver a series of four lectures 
on subjects related to modern Jewish problems and thought. 

November 5 The State of Israel Its Problems 

November 12 

November 19 

November 26 
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Th American Jewish Community Its Future 

The Jewish Religion Its Essence 

The Jewish Way of Life Its Discipline 



' • 

RECENT ACQUISITIONS 
TO TEMPLE MUSEUM 

Because of the generosity of donors 
to The Temple Museum Fund, it was 
possible last week to purchase some 
very valuable and attractive Jewish 
ritual art objects. Among the items 
added to The Temple Museum col
election are: 

l. Repou e Silver Habdalah Ser
vice; East German 19th century, 
including a tower-form spice box 
and adjustable taperstick, and a 
wine goblet inscribed "Habdalah". 

2. A Gilded Silver Torah Brea t
plate (Ta ); Polish, early 19th 
century; arched tablet crested with 
an openwork crown supported by 
a pair of lions standing upon 
"ajoure" demi-columns, and en
closing two gilded tablets inscribed 
with the Ten Commandments, over 
a reversible dial with holiday 
tablets. 

3. A Silver Torah Brea tplate; 
Polish or Bohemian, dated 1779. 

4. A Gilded Silver Torah Crown 
(Ketar); Russian, dated 1878. 

5. A Pair of Filigree Silver Torah 
Finial (Rimonim,) of the 18th 
century; and a Gilded Silver Torah 
Crown, Galician, 18th-19th cen
tury, with wide triple band of birds 
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6. 

and stags surmounted by six staves 
and crested with the Torah Crown 
wrought with rampant lion. 

The most valuable acquisition is 
that of a Filigree Gilded Silver 
Megillah, Set with Corals; Levan
tine, 18th century; inged tubul"r 
case with filigree inflo i ed olls 
and surmounted b eep\e f 
three graduatec:l tie lli h d 
with coral beads an 
pomegranate wi h bud 
plete with illuminate 
Book of Esther. 

Other attractive objects were pur
chased which will soon be displayed in 
The Temple Musuem. 

GIFT TO MUSEUM 
The Temple is deeply grateful to Mr. 

David Luria for his gift of a beautHul 
reproduction of the Darmstadt Hag
gadah as well as an i1lustrated French
Hebrew Haggadah. 

JEWISH BOOK MONTH 
November third through December 

third has been designated as Jewish 
Book Month . As ever, The Temple 
Library, under the able direction of 
Miss Miriam Leikind, offers the members 
of this congregation the opportunity to 
browse and borrow from the most com
plete Jewish library in Cleveland. 

'-J (u .. ezun 

The Temple Gratefully 
Acknowledges The 

Following Contributions 

TO THE LIBRARY FUND: 
In memory of brother, Edward I. Jacobs, by 

Dr . and Mrs. Charles S. Adelstein; m memory 
of Louis Weisman by Mrs . William Rigelhaupt; 
in honor of 30th anniversary of Mr. and Mrs. 
David Stromberg by Mr. and Mrs. Julius B. 
Cohn; in memory of father , Herman Opper, 
by Millard and Jay Opper and Mrs Tess 
Isaacson. 

TO THE SOPHIE AUERBACH 
SCHOLARSHIP FUND: 

In memory of Sol H. Schachter by Mr. and 
Mrs. Carol Levison; in memory of father , Jacob 
Weiskopf, by Mr. and Mrs. Charles Weiskopf; 
m memory of Helen Einstein Kittner by Jean R. 
Cassel; in honor of 75th birthday of Joseph 
Guggenheim by Mr. and Mrs . Henry H. Krause 
and Mr. and Mrs. I. W. Kohn 

TO THE FLORAL FUND: 
In memory of Bertha Simon by Mrs. Joseph 

Feldman; m memory of parents, Mr and Mrs 
Charles W. Klopfer , by Helen and Dolf Klopfer; 
in memory of Mrs. Ben Kanne by Mr. and Mrs. 
Leonard Bialosky; in memory of wife , Anne 
Kane, by A. J. Kane; in memory of Mary Segelin 
by Mr. and Mrs. Charles S. Miller; in memory 
of Selma E Markowitz by Sylvia Newman. 

TO THE TOMMY DIENER 
MEMORIAL FUND: 

In memory of Mrs. Robert Kopper by Mr 
and Mrs. Stanley Diener 

i urrently di playing •• Miniature •• of Jewi h Fe tiva/ table , on loan from the Carnegi 
Mu eum in Pitt burgh. Th, e hibit will be at Th T mp/ through Nov mb r ninth . 

Mus um Hour 
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Sa urday Morning 9 o 12 
Sunday Morning At Th Conclusion of S rvic s 
After very public function in Mahler Hall 




