
 
Abba Hillel Silver Collection Digitization Project 
Featuring collections from the Western Reserve Historical Society and 

The Jacob Rader Marcus Center of the American Jewish Archives 

 
 
  

Western Reserve Historical Society                 American Jewish Archives 
10825 East Boulevard, Cleveland, Ohio 44106 3101 Clifton Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220 
(216) 721-5722                                                 (513) 487-3000 
wrhs.org                                                         AmericanJewishArchives.org 

 
MS-4787: Abba Hillel Silver Papers, 1902-1989. 

Series V: Writings, 1909-1963, undated. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Reel     Box         Folder  
         183           68           798 
 
 

For a creative Jewish community in the United States, 1950. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



.. 

dear friends 1 

I v,.,,,_ tha ch ,rl.ll said beron; the evaning is owr m tribrte to the 

Honora le Jobah J . stein whan you have gathered to honor. !C'.1c.w that I will not 

hav an opportunity later on to add my voice to the trl.butes as I hould likB to, to 

the any things t twill be said in appreciation of the services or this man to the 

cause or J sh educat·on, and to the cause of ll that is fine and constructi'V8 in 

Jewish life and in erican life. 

But I do want to take this .first anent to~ that all the nico things t t 

11 undou te~ be said, I should like to un rscON am phasise. I have tar yoare 

observed at a distance , s<Eletimes quite closely, the quality or his rvice , whole­

hearted, tai thf'ul, diaintel"8sted from the personal point of viewr, to the cause of r­

ican Judai 

It i men or the type or Judge Goldstein who are responsible far t I be-

lieve is o of the tine st Jewish cammin! ties in t 

munity. 

rld - the >Joor can Jewish cm-

I happy that the meet~ this ev8n1.nn '6egan with the ld.ndling or the Cban­

ukah lights, as I k err 1 t 110 ld, this being the first evonine or Chanukah. I o 1d 

lika to spend a nianent with you, by way of introducing t I have to S&Y' about the p . 

poaes of our organization, in dnlling on the essential meaning of this beautitul, 

meaning.tul holiday, the holldq of rededication, Chamkah. 

What was the st.rug le ot the 1.1a1::uabeea? What motivated their, at f'irst, 

seemingly hopeless revolt a¢nst overwhelming odds? did they rise in rebellion, 

the r again t t --.. -? What were they fi.ghting tar? They were not fighting t<:11.' 

political inde dence , a though that is an i 1 worth fighting tor . The Jawiah peo• 

in the days of the accabeea had not experienoeat ~ ndependence. In tact, they had 

lost their in pexxlence centuri s bef'ore. had been a political~ dependent peop 

for near11" mmdred ars lD'lder the ire, and for a h'tmdred years before at 

1D1der the Persian DlqD. • 



at t we righting f'or was a threat to their spiritual identity and 

vival. An attempt to submerge into pagan totalitarian:1 • T 

were resisting t our tree and democratic world isted a ff/fl years • T y 

resistin coordination an cultural and religious leichahaltung. They d not want to 

co ju t another Iavantine nationality in the midst of a gan empire. T y __,.,._ not 

ndf\11 or the grandeur of pagan civilization, its cult~, ite art, its philosophy. 

t they abhorred s U. sp1ri tual an moral corruption of t pagan1 of their day• 

y bhorred it materialism, its licentiousness, its cruelty, its alawtry, its i al­

ization or war , its contempt !or the poor and the aged, the ale, tli..e denied arrl the dis­

p0asessed. 

It a superior .faith and moral code 

of God and llWl and S00ietyJ a mbler vision for the future or mankin:lJ a vision or uni­

versal justice and brotherhood and peace. FOlitica~ the ~ople or Israel in the s 

0£ the cabeea bad mthing to give to the world. ~ had no political mission far 

nldnd. P0li tically, Israel never was a co--·-- ople. BUt spiritually, 1 t d a 

!ai th and a co and a wa;y or life which they- bell IV8d1 earnest.11' believed, in e'V817 

fiber of' their being, could beco the aalvation or manldnd. 

Because of' that, they- resolved to ranain mn-conformists in ti. ancient world . 

They determ • ned not to be abeorbed within that amorphous amalgam which the Syrian-Greek 

ruler was fashioning. 

In the tirst Book or the 

the finest historical document which has come down to us fran those times, it ia reoorded 

that King Antiochus wrote •to his1h>le ld.ngdan t t ll should be one people, and eve~ 

ong should leave his aoo his faith• . 

Tha then peoples thin the ~~ or Antiochus offered no opposition at 

all, says the Book of the accabees. •All the heathen agrMd, accord ng to the IYfllMDi. 

or the ki • T was little to distinguish the religion of any one of the people• 



within the fal'-fiung Flnpire of Antioclms Epiphanes !ran that of any other. And remember 

- no heathen ever died for his religion. Paganism recorda no martyrs for faith. 

The J s alone offered opposition. Not all Jews I This is important to re-

member. Not all Jews resisted. I\Y' consented to the abarxlomant of t heir ta.1th and 

their way of life . n.r said - and we read in tap Book of the aocabeea - • Let us 

go and cake a c0'98nant with the heathenJ for since 11e departed from t oom ne have had 

much sorrow. " llaI\V joined themselves to the pagans and abandoned t . eir taith, tooir 

customs, their speech, their Jewish way of life. 

But there remained a terr, •~s the few, the "saving remnantn, the .f'aithf'ul, 

the scattered, the harassed, who ruld not yield. The few, who beliewd that their re­

ligion was something worth ct_ying for. 

They went underground at tirst, to resist and to build up strength. Before 

long they felt themaelws strong enough to raise high the banner of revolt. They ral, .. 

lied more people around them, but alJnv"s. th4r rma1n1ed the tew against the many• bey 

began to •ee , not merely a war acainst the S eks, but a civil war against 

their own paganized fellow-Jen . They fought the elleJ!tV' thin and wi thou\. Thejr taith 

was an enldndling taith, and soon more and more raJJ1ed to them. They waged war .first 

against small eneiqy contingents, and then larger and still larger ones. Their cry was• 

.tight for our ll ws and our 1m. tt So aays the Book of the r ccabees. nFear )'8 not 

their multitudes. 11 And tlghting thus, t .1ey won. The nak in number am the strong in 

faith. That was t miracle of' Cbanukah. That is how our faith came to be rwn:z::ed an:l 

rededicated. That is how manJd.nd was made i-ree again to advance a step .turther on the 

road or spiritual progress. 

Pbrtunately• there were always Jews in history who ro• to the defense of' their 

faith . As you I Off• I belon to that group of Jen o have been known, tavorably er 

unf"avorab:13, as Jewish nationalists. But I find r.,, references ill Jewish literature ani 

histoey to shaw that Jews s"trovi and sacr1ficed at mv time, to preserve their identit)" 



merel.7 .far the sake or preserving their identity, or r~ the sake or creating a great 

art, or a great literature , or a great science . It s allrays to prcserw and transmit 

their rare, their lDlique spiritual ooritage, "ffh:ich they believed s e sential not mere­

ly to themselves , but to manld.rxl, that they strove am sacrificed and endure the per­

secutions and the hate of the long, 119ary centurie • 

ver reUsion peripheral in Jewish life . ver was t e Jewish or 

lite divorced tran .tait Thos no attcpt to construct a concept ot Jewish life d 

a pbilosop}v of J • sh. existence in hich religion is relegated to a secondary, toler­

ated, or insignificant position are, in rq humbl judgment, commit-ti.~g a grave error. 

Nor lfilJ. the establisl'IDent of the state ot Israel, wonderful and miraculous as 

it is, eerva to preserve t Jewish op;te outside of Israel in the Diaspora. shall 

not be able to ll ve on borrowing. all hope tor the time 1il en there will be the 

clo•st exohan or influence i"lorin~ between Israel and the Jfflnah eammmities outside 

of Israel. That will be conditioned as tar as we concerned, on our capacity to re-, 

ceiva t!ie influence which will emanate tran I brot~rs in Israel may pl and 

plant and harvest th wheat and bake the bread, and our children- as the rab is put it, 

may not even have the mouths with which to eat the bread that is prepared for than. 

If the Jewish cat11,urdties outside or I l are to surr1.w. the7 will haw to 

draw their survival. strength .trm w.i.thin thamaelwa• !'ran those inner sources trom hich 

our ople throo.gh all t centuries deriwd its sustenance and its nourishaent. 

This brings o to the subject which I want to discuss b~ this e ni.ngJ 

that subject hich has S1DOOned you here. In all our past those who wished to deatro.Y' 

Judaism and the Jewish people aet about first arrl ronaoat to close dOlrl our echoola aid 

our aoademi.es• am to prohibit Jewish edu<:ation. Here again, I re.ter you to the Book ot 

the accabees. one of the tint th:ings that ntiochus Epipbanea did 1n order to wxler­

aine t resistance of the J to his uni-veraal s cheme ~ amalgaaation was to order tha 

abutting dc,m or all J sh acbools in P&lesti~,. of all academ1.cea, and to prohibit tlw 

teaching o t e orah. 
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h· .. ve lived by t have survived through t • 
"Torah meana 11 instructionn , "teaching" . A characteristic of our religion has bee the 

conviction that for a man to be truly God-f'earing an:l pious, a certain spiritual tm--

i ty is required, t e de pe t o insight, the prof'oun:lest of knowle • It accordi ly 

placed the gre teat of emphasis upon instructi.onJ instruction in the h , • struc1J.on in 
I 

the chool, • struction int synago J always instruction. 1ll8 ogue s primarily 

a place of study rat r than a place of prayer. " te t upon the do~sts or t 

hou and upon tey gates. a "Teach them dilig nt:ty unto tey children. u These are ca:mon­

places in the technique of Jewish survival. 

Our eames, there.tore , ho wished to destroy our .fta.1 th and our people looad 

first to tbe destruction of' our schools. Comerae~ those ho wished to preserve our 

:faith and our ople looked first to the establlshnent of' schools an! academies. 

That is hat Ezra did in l-.is dqJ a ~ cr1ais and threatened aas1m:11a~on. 

He turned the task of saving the people over to sagea and teachers of the Lmr. 

Centuries later, exactly he eame thi e by a great rabbi,. Joshua ben 

(]amala, o.t the .first century, of' who the Talmud aQ'd, "This man is to be remembered tar 

good, r or re it not for him the Torah o ld have be forgotten in !8Nl81. For at 

tirst he o had a :rather was taught Torah by him, and he who had no rather did not 

stucv Torah. It was then decreed that teachersot children should be appointed in Jel"\)19, 

sa • However, he who had a rather, the father uld bring him to Jeruaa and hava 

him t&ught, le ho had no rather wculd not c to Jerusslan md study. It wu 

then decreed that teachers ot the young should be appointed in e r:, district through­

out the land. But boy's 1111K uld be entered ,iDto acbool at. the age ~ l6 or 17, am il 

the teacher would bwm one ot t , he ould aent it arxl lea • Thus it wu until 

the time ot Joshua ben c...,.,. who decreed t t teachnrs of c ildren ahould be ppointed 

in ffery district and e ry ci ~ , and that boys of the a • of 6 and 7 sh uld be enter.cl. • 
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Thus the J sh people was the tirst people in the world to hav founded a 

universal system o£ u lie scoool education to a.o..,~ aJXi transm:t t the J • s or 

lite. 'l'hat, by y, o or the reasons }v ill1 racy has al~s ooen a ne li-

gibJa factor in J , tr olden days to t present time . 

This centr lity of education 1n J sh e aeems to have been ovorlooke in 

our day. Fortuna 1,7 tor us, e are begintµ.ng to ober up to a n&l realization o th'ls 

basic and ineluctab f ct in 11 Jewish experience. 

In our conce tration i n the st generation upon do stic· and roreign r i r, 

and civic de.fen , maey J re persuaded m on y that philanthropy represents t 

essence of Judai and or Jewish life , but also that t is the surest • u ans or oor 

sum.val. Thi 1 neerous illusio • 

£1th rich outpourings or generosi: o the part or American J.-wo""' tor re-

lief and for ci vie derense is mo t canmendable. Tt is a wale manifestation or t 

inherent. strength and soundne of the N110rican ccinmunity. 

But the• do not repreeent t --... •~h life. JeriS'l life will wither 

and dry rot wil t in unless J ewiah li.f'e in erlca sinks 1 ts roots deep into the ich 

ubsoil of Jewish l•--..n, n a Jewish echolarahip. 

In this connection it 111.ght be',rell to poi nt out that the state is st.I.cl 1y' 

moving in on all of ur social service•, and the 1mportal'¥» ot the deru:nirational nay 

in the ti ld ot relier is diminishing on the eric ace~ . Li. ttle which will be 

specifically J sh tn t.'18 f"ields of orc,mized social rvice will remain. OUr Jar 

scale campaigns will also not be able to keep ewish lire permanent~ alerted md mo il­

ized. thout a Tital faith and without a replenishing Jnish education nl scholarship, 

Jewish life will 1 er as a ntng and decqing residue or the past., in a 1Jr.Uight zone 

or drift, until unforeseen storm breaks ov r it, attacks its 1198kenad .riw. 

shatters 1 t beyond pair. This aust not, happen. 
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There is a fine human material in this Jewish community of America. It ia a 

tine community, one of the noblest communities in the whole history of our people. 

Rabbis are frequently given to criticise their people, and I suppose that is one of 

their .functions. It is necessary to sateguard our people against the sin of complac­

ency. nevertheless, there come manenta, high moments, when it is per ectly proper tor 

the spiritual leaders of our people to eanpliment them f'or great things <bne in a great 

manner. 

It is gratitying to know that a great hour did not £ind our people a small 

people. OUr people knew how to rise to the challenge of a historic hour, how to organ­

ize sldllrully, how to maneuver intelllgent'.cy' to achieve their just rights in the world. 

They knew how to pour out sacrificial giving for years on end in order to keep J8"d:sh 

life trom breaking dmm utterly as a result of two disastrous world wars, ar:d how to 

pour out of their substance and their spirit to help rebuild the State ot Israel. 

'.ftlere is fineness and strength in this Jm.sh cammmity of .America. Tb.ore 

is no mass escapism here. There is no eerious trend toward assimilation. There is a 

camnendable sense of solidarity and mutual ntsponsibillty. What is called tor now is a 

kind or statesmanship lfhich will utilise these fine qualities inherent in this numeri­

cally greatest Jewish camnunity of the world, for those spiritual and cultural tasks 

and responsibilities which must claim priority in the future if we are to survive and 

aurrl:va worthily on the American aoene. 

Survival itaelt is no great virtue. A people can ha~ on by the sheer force 

ot inertia. n I speak or survival, I have in mirrl our aurviftl as a crutiw and 

dynamic people resolwd to maka the contribution which destiny has tnlJIDOned us to mabt 

to the greatest democracy in the world• the miited States or AiDeric•• whose citisetUJ 

we are privileged to be• and to the mankind as a woole. 

We have eometh5ng to gift. ours 1s a glorious spiritual heritage. hav8 

prophetic, messianic values to giw to this blessed lani and to the world. But 119 can 

give thaa only as we intorm the rising generation ot the maaning and mamatea or tla 



Jnish way ot llte, its code, its traditions• its standards, its demands. can inf"orm 

t only throueh the school, through teachers, through books, through study, and by 

habituating then in the practices and customs ot Jewish life. That, in my humb judg­

ment, is the task to which Jewish leadership ought to address itself in the days to come. 

Not that the work ot philanthroW 1• overJ not that there will not be need for 

years to cane to succor the needy, to care for the poor and the aged in our midst, or to 

lp our fellow-Jews overseas, or to assist tor years to cane the glorious t ng hich 

we have helped to create, the state of Israel. There will be need tor all that., or couree. 

But let us not lose sight of the first things. • The .first things are t main­

tenance or a holesome, spiritual~ sound Jewish community in order that it may do all 

those things which we all believe sho ld be done. That means educating the rising gen­

eration of Jewish boys and gi.rl.s into a wide knowledge ot am a proud loyalty to all 

that is essentia~ Jewish. 

This brings me to m:, l'inal thought. It what I have said is true, and it is 

not a new idea which I have expressed, th8ll it is cl.ear that n shall have to re -Orient 

drastically our entire system or Jewish education. The Jewish school in the United 

States is not all that it should beJ the Hebrew soboolJ the Hebres achool and certainly 

not a Sunday school. Jewish education will have to be far more extensive and tar more 

intensive to do the job which it must do. 

I am deep:cy concerned, .for exampl.e, about the inadequate instruction in Heb-

rew which is being given to our children. are conaign!JW t• Jewish community or to-

morrow to cultural sterility by not cultiffting more intensively' a knolrledg9 or the 

Hebrllr language am literature among our people. 

Not a single Jewish cClililunity in the rld, at arv time in our history, ewr 

contributed anything oreatiw to Jewish lite which did not roster the Hebnnr langm.p 

and culture. No cammmity ever survived f'or long which neglect.ad F.ebnnr. That is one 

ot those ineluctable tacts of our experience. one si. p~ cannot conceive of the great 

creatiw periods and centers in Jewish history, whether in Babylon, Spain• NorthiMatern 

Europe, Foland or Russia, and the• made DX'DDD8Dtal oontributions to the sun total ~ 
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Jewish li.t"e . What call Jewish culture is not exclusively the product of Palestine. 

Many streams poured into it. One cannot conceive of a single one or these great centers 

without their energetic fostering of the IIebnnr language arxl ligerature. 

The Hebrew langua second only to the Torah •s a principal factor in our 

survival and renewal. do not always realize this. "The man ho is the • naficiAl.:cy' 

of a miracle does not alJrays realize that a miracle has happened to him. " But the eb­

rew 1angua did perform a miraculous service in the preservation of our people. The 

Hebrew language has not only been the native and natural vehicle for the mind and soul 

expressiors of our people, the repository of its most glorious cultural trophies, the 

bond o.t" union and the chain of continuity• but also a p0118rtul instrument tor pgoreasa 

and renewal in Jewish life. The revival of Greek and classical Latin in the 15th century 

brought to a close the scholastic age in urope arrl ushered in the new and emancipating 

age or the Renaissance. The ?ew Learning ti.ch closed the iddle Agea •a, in tact, the 

learning of ancient Qreek and Latin. These 1an - hi.ch enabled the astern world to 

rediscover its great past ada possible progress towards an ewn greater future . Dl the 

same ~ did the rediscovery of the Hebrew language affect the progress or Jewish lite• 

And not only of J • sh life. Buth lnlmanism an:l the Reformation .felt the impact of a~ 

vival of Hebnnr learning on the part of Christian scholars , led by Pico della Uirandala. 

in Italy and Johann Refthbir in Oel'lll&IV', who did for the revival of Hebnnr what &n'Q81 

Chruaolox-al had done for Greek. But while 1 ts e.ftect on European trend.a towards new waya 

ot life and thought were secondary to that ot or-eek and Latin, its effect on the moderni­

sation of Jewish lire was primary and decisive . The Hebr• language aerved u the wapon 

with which to batter down the spiritual and j ntellectual wlls or the ghetto. 1he Haa­

kalah movement which began with the ••.tim under )loses ndelaaohn an 1tl ich puaed 

over to F.a.starn EUrOpe , Russ:1&, Poland an:iQalicia• employed Hebrew aa the 119Apon against 

obacurantim and medisnllsm. It eernd as a rewlution&r7 sol-nnt or antiquated tonne 

ot eocial life. It made possible a f'reah advance towards a better and treer way or lite. · 

Hebl'8W was the highway' along hich our people moved into the JllOdern world. And or cour• , 

it is ditt.lcult to overestimate the role which Hebrew played in the JIOY8m8nt tor national 
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revival, which culminated i n the establlshnent or the State or Israel. One cannot think 

of t~ restoration movement at all .from the early Hi t Zion days to t recent crown­

ing days or stru gle and victory without at tl same time thinld.n o the brilliant 1-

&r:/ of ebnnr writers, poets arrl essayists ho inspired it an sustained it. 

It is not easy to cultivate the Hebrew langua and literature in these united 

states. Dl tact, it was never easy. It not easy ewn in Palestine. 1he preserva-

tion or Judaism and the preservation of the Hebrew langua{J) was not an easy task 8'9n in 

ancient Palestine, as the events of Chanukah demonstrate. The surv:l.va ot ~m has 

always been a matter of struggle, the rn against the m.ey, the •ak against t• strong. 

Certain American Jerrs are giving up the struggle. some are giving it up 

through indifterenoeJ so are giv.i.ng it up on the basis o:t a new p•udo-philosopey of 

Jewish life hich they call 11 integration in the American scene". That is the latest 

slogan to justify or rationalize a minimallit type ot Judaism bich is stripped ot it■ 

Hebraic character, which abandons Hebrft both in school and in the synagogue• and 

which rejects the concept or •Ielal Tltrael", ot t universal ccauunity ot Israel. 

n-ue integration was nevar a problem tort Jerr. Jen were alaaJa eager to 

integrate themeelve in the life or a country 1r g1.van the least chance and the least 

opportunity. T Jew was a:braya a good m d loyal citisen, and the deeper hie tull,­

orbed Jewish loyalties, the finer citizen be made. 

The Jewish problem has always been the pr-oblem or •lt-inteption. That was 

a less difficult problem when the J• lived in a ghetto as 1n a beleaguered city• isolated, 

quarantined. It has become an extreme:cy, difficult ~blem to live in a •lt-integratAtd, 

a spiri tua]JJ intact Jewish life, in a free and open city, as it were, in a tolerant 

and democratic BOciety. 

Neftrthele■s• this is exactly what must be done. The ditticulties should not 

discourage us. The Wilk against the strong I The t• against the many I They should prow 

an additional challenge to all that is f'ine am strong in us. 
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Does the world need us today? Does the orld need our ta.1th :today? Does the 

recrudescence o:r paganism in our ~~ or brutality., of war., of moral decadenoa, imi­

cate that the ssage of our faith~ no longer needed or relevant? Or do they mt 

rather call for a revival o:r the glowing Jlllrish ideals which have in the past kindled 

the torches of other great religions of mankind? Does the world noed our vision today 

as it needed it in the days of the accabees? 

I believe so. I belie\19 that it deaperate4' needs it. Ard because ot that• 

and for many other reasons., I should like the Jen of .AJDerica, more .fortunate :than any 

other in ,our history, ma.teriallJr~ politically, and in so many other~, to reinvigor­

at,e their spiritual and cultural llvea and especially the lives of their children,­

their children who are entering much more seri ous times even than those through which 

we have passed. 

cause I believe_ in this, I am eager to see Jewish aehoola• aore echools alll1 

better schools, Jewish teachers., more teachers am. better teachers• Jawish books, more 

boob and better books. I am eager tor a cultural religious renascence among the 

Jews o:t America. 

Will we have it? You and I will give the ansnr. P.ieing a man of ta.it , I 

think that e will give the right answer. 

Thank you very much. 
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For A Creative Jewish Community 

in the United States 

I AM HAPPY that the meeting this evening began with the kindling of the Chan-
ukah lights, as I knew it would, this being the first evening of Chanukah. I 

should like to spend a moment with you, by way of introducing what I have to 
say about the purposes of your organization, in dwelling on the essential meaning of 
this beautiful, meaningful holiday, the holiday of rededication, Chanukah. 

What was the struggle of the Maccabees? What motivated their, at first, seem­
ingly hopeless revolt against overwhelming odds? Why did they rise in rebellion, the 
few against the many? What were they fighting for? They were not fighting for 
political independence, although that is an ideal worth fighting for. The Jewish 
people in the days of the Maccabees had not experienced any independence. In fact, 
they had lost their independence centuries before. They had been a politically depen­
dent people for nearly two hundred years under the Greek Empire, and for a hundred 
years before that under the Persian Empire. 

What they were fighting was a threat to their spiritual identity and survival. 
An attempt was being made to submerge chem into a pagan rotalitarianism. They 
were resisting what our free and democratic world resisted a few years ago. They 
were resisting coordination and cultural and religious Gleichshaltung. They did not 
want to become just another Levantine nationality in the midst of a pagan empire. 
They were not unmindful of the grandeur of pagan civilization, its culture, its art, 
its philosophy. What they abhorred was the spiritual and moral corruption of the 
paganism of their day. They abhorred its materialism, ir-s licentiousness, ics cruelty, 
its slavery, its idealization of war, its. contempt for the poor and the aged, the weak, 
the denied and the dispossesse,d. -

It was a superior faith and moral code which they defended; a higher concept 
of God and man and society; a nobler vision for the future of mankind; a vision of 
universal justice and brotherhood and peace. Politically, the people of Israel in the 
days of the Maccabees had nothing to give to the world. They had no political mis­
sion for mankind. Politically, Israel never was a conquering people. But spiritually, 
ic had a faith and a code and a way of life which they believed, earnestly believed, 
in every fiber of their being, could become the salvation of mankind. 

Because of that, they resolved to remain non-conformists in the ancient world. 
They determined not co be absorbed within that amorphous amalgam which the 
Syrian-Greek ruler was fashioning. 

In the first Book of the Maccabees, that amazing historical document, perhaps 
the finest historical document which has come down to us from those times, it is 
recorded that King Antiochus wrote "to his whole kingdom chat all shou]d be one 
people, and everyone should leave his laws and his faith". 

The heathen peoples within the Empire of Antiochus offered no opposition at 
all, says the Book of the Maccabees ... All the heathen agreed, according to the com­
mand of the king." There was little to distinguish the religion of any one of the 
peoples within the far-flung Empire of Antiochus Epiphanes from that of any other. 
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And remember-no heathen ever died for his religion. Paganism records no martyrs 
for faith. 

The Jews alone offered opposition. ot all Jew ! Thi is important to remem­
ber. Not all Jews resisted. Many consented to tb abandonment of their faith and 
their way of life. Many said-and e read this in rhe B k of the fa cabee -"Let 
us go and make a covenant with the heathen; for since we departed from them we 
have had much sorrow." Many joined them elv ro the pagan and abandoned their 
faith, their customs, their spee h, their Jewish way of life. 

But there remained a few always the few, the " aving r mnant", the faithful 
the scattered, the haras ed, ho uld not yield. The f h belie ed th t th ir 
religion was something worth dying for. 

They went underground ac first, to resist and co build up strength. Before long 
they felt themselves strong enough to raise high the b nner of revolt. They ralli d 
more people around them, but always th y rem ined the few ag inst the many. They 
began to wage war, not merely a w, r against the Syri, n-Greeks, but a civil war 
against their own paganized fellow-Jews. They fought the en my within and ith­
out. Their faith was an enkindling faith, and n m re and m re rallied to them. 
They waged war first against small enemy contingents and then larg r and still larger 
ones. Their cry was, "We fight for our Jive and our la " , ys the Book of the 
Maccabees. "Fear ye not their multitudes." nd fighting thus, they won-the weak in 
number and the strong in faith. That was the miracle of Chanuk h. That i h w our 
faith came co be renewed and rededicate,d. That is how m, nkind a made free again 
to advance a seep further on the road of spiritual pr gees . 

SUR VIV AL THROUGH SPIRITUAL STRE GTH 

Fortunately, there were always Jews in history who rose ro the defense of their 
faith. As you know, I belong co that group of Jews who have been known, fa orably 
or unfavorably, as Jewish nationalists. But I find few references in Jewish literature 
and history to show that Jews strove and sacrificed at any time, t preserve their 
identity merely for the sake of preserving their identity or for the sake of creating a 
great art, or a great literature, or a great science. It was alway to preserve and trans­
mit their rare, their unique piricual heritage, which they belie ed was essential not 
merely to themselves, bur to mankind that they strove and acrificed and endured 
the persecutions and the hate of the long, weary centuries. 

Never was religion peripheral in Jewish life. ever was the Jewish way of life 
divorced from faith. Thos who attempt to construct a con ept of Jewish life and a 
philosophy of Je ish existence in which religion is relegated to a econdary, toler­
ated, or insignificant position are in my humble judgment, committing a grave error. 

or will the establishment of rhe Scare of Israel, wonderful and miraculous as it 
is, serve to preserve the Jewish people outside of Israel in the Diaspora. We shall not 
be able to live on borrowing. We all hope for the time when there will be the closest 
exchange of influence flowing between Israel and the Jewish communities outside 
of Israel. That will be conditioned as far as we are concerned on our capacity to re ­
ceive the influence which will emanate from Israel. Our brothers in Israel may plow 
and plant and harvest the wheat and bake the bread and our children, as the rabbis 
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put it, may not even have the mouths with which to eat the bread that is prepared 
for them. 

If the Jewish communities outside of Israel are to survive, they will have to draw 
their survival strength from within themselves, from those inner sources from which 
our people through all the centuries derived its sustenance and its nourishment. 

WE HAVE SURVIVED THROUGH OUR SCHOOLS 
This brings me to the subject which I want to discuss briefly this evening; that 

subject which has summoned you here. In all our past those who wished to destroy 
Judaism and the Jewish people set about first and foremost to close down our schools 
and our academies, and to prohibit Je ish education. Here again, I refer you to the 
Book of the Maccabees. One of the first things that Anriochus Epiphanes did in 
order to undermine the resistance of the Jews to his universal scheme of amalgama• 
tion was to order the shutting down of all Jewish schools in Palestine, of all aca­
demies, and to prohibit the teaching of the Torah. 

We have lived by the power of our schools. We have survived through them. 
Torah means instrttction, teaching. A characteristic of our religion has been the con­
viction that for a man to be truly God-fearing and pious, a certain spiritual maturity 
is required, the deepest of insight, the profoundest of knowledge. It accordingly 
placed the greatest of emphasis upon instruction~ instruction in the home, instruc­
tion in the schoo] instruction in the synagogue· always instruction. The synagogue 
was primarily a place of study rather than a place of prayer. "Write them upon the 
doorposts of thy house and upon thy gates.'' ·Teach them diligently unto thy chil­
dren." These are commonplaces in the technique of Jewish survival. 

Our enemies, therefore, ho wished to destroy our faith and our people looked 
first to the destruction of our sch ls. Conversely those who wished to preserve our 
faith and our people looked first to the establishment of schools and academies. 

That is what Ezra did in his day; a day of crisis and threatened assimilation. He 
turned the task of saving the people over to scribes and sages and teachers of the law. 

Centuries later, exaccly the same thing was done by a great rabbi, Joshua ben 
Gemala, of the first century, of whom the Talmud said: 
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This man is to be remembered for good for we1·e it not for him the 
Torah would ha e been forgotten in Israel. For at first he who had a father 
was tattght Torah by him, and he who had no father did not stttdy Torah. 
It was then decreed that teachers of children should be appointed in Jeru­
salem. However, he who had a father, the father wottld bring him to 
Je1·usalem and have him taztght, while he who had no father would no.t 
come to Jemsaleni and study. It was then decreed that teachers of the 
young should be appointed in every district throughout the land. But boys 
would be entered into school at the age of 16 or 17, and if the teacher 
would 1"eb11ke one of them he would resent it and leave. Thus it was 1mtil 
the time of Joshua ben Gem~1la who decreed that teachers of children 
shottld be appointed in e ery district and every city, and that boys of the 
ages of 6 or 7 should be entered. 



Thus the Jewi h peop th first p pl in th w rld t hav found d a uni-
vers l system of publi s • nd cran mit th J wi h , ay f 
life. That by the way, i one f th h y l l ay be nan lig1ble 
factor in Jewish life, from olden d ys t th pr nc time. 

This centrality of du tion in Jewi h lif 
our day. Fortunat ly for u w are b ginning t 
basic and ineluctable fact in all Jewi h xp rien 

em t h ,. b n verl k d in 
b r up co a nc, realiz tion f th1 

In our concentration in the la t en rati n up n d me ti and f r i n r Ii f, 
and civic defense, many Jew ~ ere p rsuad d not only that phi) nthr py r pr nt 

the e sence of Judai m and f Jewi h life, bur al ch. c it i th ur t m . n f our 
survival. This i a dangerous illusion. 

All the rich outpouring f gen r ity n th part f m ric, n J wry f r r li f 
and for civic defens i mo t omm ndable. le i a w 1 me m. ni c.uion f th 
inherent trengch and oundnes of the American Jewi h c mmunit . But th , d 
not repre enc the ro ts of J i h life. Je ·i h hf will \; ·ith r an<l dry r c will c in 
unless Jewish life in America sink its r t deep int the rich ub il f J wi h 
learning and J ish scholarship. 

In this connection it mi he be ell t p int ut that the car 1 r adiiy m vin. r 
in on all of our s cial r ices and the imp re nc f th denomm.monal a ·n y in 
the field of relief is dimini hing on the Am ri n sc n . Lml which will b pe i­
fically Jewish in the field f rganized ial ervic will r main. ur J. rg - al 0 

campaigns will al o not b able t ke p Jewi h hf r , nemly alert d . nd mobil -
ized. Without a ital faith and with ut a r pl ni hin Jc i h education and holar­
ship, Jewish life will ling r as a aning and decaying r • du f th pJ t in a twili l\H 

zone of drift until some unfores en t rm break r it attack it weaken d fr me, 
and shatters it beyond r pair. This mu c n t happ n. 

THERE I GREAT E I A RI A JE RY 

There is a fine human material in this Je i h community f America. It is a 
fine community, one of the noble t c mmunitie in th wh le hi cory of ur pe pl . 
Rabbis are frequently gi en to criticize th ir p pl , and I upp th c i ne f 
their functions. It is n cessary to saf guard our p ple ag in c the in f <.: m1 lac ncy. 

evercheless, there come moments, high moments, hen it i p rf ctly pr per f r 
the spiritual leaders of our p ople t complim nc chem for gr at things done in a 

great manner. 

It is gr tifying to kn w that a r at hour did not find our people a small peopl . 
Our people kne how co ri e t the challenge f a hi t ri h ur, how t r aniz 
skillfully, how co maneu r intelligently t achie e their ju t rights in the world. 
They knew how to pour out sacrificial givin for ye r n nd in rder to keep Jew­
ish life from breaking down utterly as a re ult of tw di tr u , orl ar , and h w 
to pour out of their substance and their pirit co help rebuild the race f I r al. 

There is fineness and stren th in chi Jewish community of Am rica. There i ~ 
no mass escapism here. Th re is no eriou trend co ard a similation. Th re is a 
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commendable sense of solidarity and mutual responsibility. What is called for now 
is the kind of statesmanship which will utilize these fine qualities inherent in this 
numerically greatest Jewish community of the world for chose spiritual and cultural 
tasks and responsibilities which must claim priority in the future if we are to sur­
vive and survive worthily on the American scene. 

Survi al itself is no great virtue. A people can hang n by the sheer force of 
inertia. When I speak of survival, I have in mind our survival as a creative and 
dynamic people resolved to make the contribution which destiny has summoned us 
to make to the greatest democracy in the world, the nited States of America, whose 
citizens we are privileged ro be, and co mankind as a whole. 

We ha e something to give. Ours is a glorious spiritual heritage. We have 
prophetic, messianic values to give to this blessed land and co the world. But e can 
give them only as we inform the rising generation of the meaning and mandates of 
the Jewish way of life, its code, its traditions, its standards, its demands. We can in­
form them only through the school, through teachers, through books, through study, 
and by habituating them in the practices and customs of Jewish life. That, in my 
humble judgment, is the task to which Jewish leader hip ought to address itself in 
the days to come. 

ot that the work of philanthropy is over; not that there will not be need for 
years to come to succor the needy, to care for the poor and the aged in our midst, or 
to h Ip our fellow-Jews overseas, or to assist for years to come the glorious thing 
which e have helped to create, the State of Israel. There wruU be need for all that 
of course. 

A SPIRITUALLY SOU D COMMUNITY 
But let us not lose sight of the first things. The first thing is the maintenance 

of a holesome, spiritually sound Jewish community in order that it may do all those 
things which we all believe should be done. That means educating the rising genera­
tion of Jewish boys and girls into a wide knowledge of and a proud loyalty to all 
that is essentially Jewish. 

This brings me to my final thought. If what I have said is true, and it is not a 
new idea which I have expressed, then it is clear that we shall ha e to re-orient 
drastically our entire system of Jewish education. The Jewish school in the United 

rates is not all that it should be· not the Hebrew school and certainly not the Sunday 
school. Jewish education will have co be far more extensive and far more intensive 
to do the job which it muse do. 

I am deeply concerned, for example about the inadequate instruction in Hebre 
which is being given to our children. We are consigning the Jewish community of 
tomorrow to cultural sterility by not cultivating more intensively a knowledge of the 
Hebrew language and literature among our people. 

or a single Jewish community in the world, at any time in our history, ever 
contributed anything creative to Jewish life which did not foster the Hebrew lan­
guage and culture. o community ever survived for long which neglected Hebrew. 
That is one of those ineluctable faces of our experience. One simply cannot conceive 
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of ~he great creati e p ri <ls nd cent r in J '- i h history, herh r in B b lon, 

pam, orthwestern Europe, Poland or Ru ia-and the mad m num mal n­

tributions to the sum total of Jewish life; what e c 11 J wi h culture i not ·xc1u­

sively the product of Palestine, many screams p ur d into ic--one cannot on i e 

of a single one of these great centers without th ir energ tic fost ring of th Hebrew 

language and lit rature. 

THE CE TRAL ROLE OF HEBREW 

The Hebrew language, second only to the Tor. h, \ as a principal factor in ur 

survival and renewal. We do not al ays re 1ize this. 'The man \ ho i th b neficiary 

of a miracle do s not always realize that a miracle ha happen d to him.'' But th 

Hebrew language did perform a miraculous ervice in th pre r ation f ur people. 

The Hebrew language ha~ not only be n the nati e and natural ehi I for th mind 

and soul expressions of our pe pie the repository of its most glori u ultural tro­

phies, the bond of union and the chain of continuity, but al o a p w rful instru­

ment for progress and renewal in Jewish life. 

The revival of Greek and classical Latin in the 15th C ncury brought to a do 

the scholastic age in Europe and ushered in ch new and emancipating ag of the 

Renaissance. The ew Learning whi h closed the Middle Ages as in fact the 

learning of ancient Greek and Latin. These languages which n. bled the estern 

world to redisco er its great past, made possible progre s cowards an en greater 

future. 

In the same way did the rediscovery of the Hebrew Janguag affe c the progress 

of Jewish life. And noc only of J wish life. Boch humanism and the R formarion 

felt the impact of a revival of Hebrew !,earning on the part of hri tian ch lars, led 

by Pico della Mirandola in Italy and Johann Revehbir in Germany,~ h did for the 

revi al of Hebrew what Manuel Chru oloral had done for Greek. Bur while it effect 

on European trends towards new ways of life and thought were se ndary t that of 

Greek and Larin, its effect on the modernization of Jewish life wa primary and 

decisive. 

The Hebrew language served as the weapon with which to batter down the spir­

itual and intellectual walls of the ghetto. The Haskalah movement which beg. n \: ich 

the Mease.fim under Moses Mendelssohn and which pas ed over to astern Europe 

Russia, Poland and Galicia, employed Hebrew as the weapon against ob uranrisrn 

and medievalism. It served as a revolutionary solvent of antiquated f rms of so ial 

life. It made possible a fresh advance to ards a better and fre r way of life. Hebre 

was the highway along which our people moved into the modern world. 

And of course, it is difficult to overestimate the role which Hehr w played in 

the movement for national revival, which culminated in the establishment of the 

State of Israel. One cannot think of che restoration movement at all, from the early 

Hibbac Zion days to the recent crowning days of struggle and victory, without at the 

same rime thinking of the brilliant galaxy of Hebrew writers, poets and essayists who 

inspired it and sustained it. 

It is nor easy to cultivate the Hebrew language and literature in these United 
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States. In fact, it was never easy. It was not easy e en in Palestine. The preservation 
of Judaism and the preservation of the Hebrew language was not an easy task even in 
ancient Palestine, as the events of Chanukah demonstrate. The survival of Judaism 
has always been a matter of struggle, the few against the many, the weak against the 
strong. 

Certain American Jews are giving up the struggle. Some are giving it up 
through indifference; some are giving it up on the basis of a new pseudo-philosophy 
of Jewish life which they call "integration in the American scene". That is the latest 
slogan to justify or rationalize a minimalist type of Judaism which is stripped of its 
Hebraic character, which abandons Hebrew both in the school and in the synagogue, 
and which rejects the concept of Kelal Yisrael, of the universal community of Israel. 

True integration was never a problem for the Jew. Jews were always eager to 
integrate themselves in the life of a country if gi en the least chance and the least 
opportunity. The Jew was always a good and loyal citizen, and the deeper his full­
orbed Jewish loyalties, the finer citizen he made. 

SELF-INTEGRATION 

The Jewish problem has always been the problem of selrintegration. That was 
a less difficult problem when the Jew lived in a ghetto as in a beleaguered city, iso­
lated, quarantined. It has become an extremely difficult problem to live a self-inte­
grated, a spiritually intact Jewish life, in a free and open city, as it were, in a tolerant 
and democratic society. 

Nevertheless, this is exactly what must be done. The difficulties should not dis­
courage us. The weak against the strong! The fe against the many! They should 
prove an additional challenge t0 aU that is fine and strong in us. 

Does the world need us today? Does rhe world need our faith today? Does the 
recrudescence of paganism in our day, of brutality, of war, of moral decadence, in­
dicate that the message of our faith is no longer needed or relevant? Or do they not 
rather call for a revival of the glowing Jewish ideals which have in the past kindled 
the torches of other gieat religions of mankind? Does the world need our vision 
today as it needed it in the days of the Maccabees? 

I believe so. I believe that it desperately needs it. And because of that, and for 
many other reasons, I should like the Jews of America, more fortunate than any other 
in our history, materially, politically, and in so many other ways, to reinvigorate their 
spiritual and cultural lives and especially the lives of their children-their children 
who are entering much more serious times even than those through which we ha e 
passed. 

Because I believe in this, I am eager to see Jewish schools, more schools and 
better schools; Jewish teachers, more teachers and better teachers; Jewish books, 
more books and better books. I am eager for a cultural and religious renascence 
among the Jews of America. 

Wi11 we ha e it? You and I will give the answer. Being a man of faith, I think 
that we will give the right answer. 
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