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Cltnmmuuity W4ttnk.agiuing &rruice 
sponsored by 

Church of the Master 

Euclid Avenue Christian Church 

Euclid A venue Congregational Church 

The Temple 

Organ Prelude 

Wednesday, November 21, 1951 

8:00 P. M. 

"Vision" 

Reading of the Pre ident's Proclamation 

Rhein berger 

Rev. Robert C. e,,·ell 

Invocation 

Hymn No. 117 "We Gather to Ask the Lord's Blessing" 

Responsive Reading No. 46, Old Testament Rev. Howard Spangler 

olo 

Organ Meditation 

Pastoral Prayer 

Organ Meditation 

The Thanksgiving 

Anthem 

cripture Reading 

Hymn o. 548 

Organ Meditation 

"A Song of Th Allitsen 

Mr A.~t OJ}Y itthl:~®iorliti 

"Thanks Be to Thee" 

Rev. William H. Dudley 

Handel 

Rev. Howard Spangler 

"My Country! 'Tis of Thee" '-II -

A Thanksgiving Message 
"Sharing in Freedom'' Rabbi Abba Hiilel Silver 

Hymn No. 550 "0 B autiful for Spacious Skies" 

Benediction Rev. Robert C. NeweU 

Organ Postlude "Tocatta" Boellman 



Nntes 

The Offering, beyond expenses, will be forwarded to The Cleveland 

Community Fund. 

At the organ is Mr. Russell A. Hehr, Director of Music for the Church 

of the Master. 

Mr. Anthony Fitch tenor soloist of Th Temple. 

The Choir is composed of chori ters from the Church of the Master, the 

Euclid Avenue Christfan Church, an - the Euclid Avenue Congregational 

Church. 

WRIIS 
,..._,, -,,. 

Leading the worship ar _:,_ - R v. ·m . dley, Euclid Avenue 
~ ~., ,K)-s" 

Congregational Churclr"; Rev- R bert C. Ne :i ', Church of the Master; 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, The Temp]e; and Rev. Howard Spangler, 

Euclid A enue Christian Church. 

Participating in thi ervice are: The Church of the Master, Fidelity 

Baptist Church, Euclid A venue Chri tian Church, Euclid Av nue Congre­

gational Church, The Temple, nitarian Society of Cleveland, and 

Wade Park Methodh:t Church. 

Thi service is being recorded for broadcast over WSRS tomorrow at 

7 :30 p.m., 1490 on your radio dial. 
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DA 'ID J. W1s1., Radio Director THE ONE AND THE MANY 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver November 4, 1951 

The crisis of our age is far more spiritual than economic or political. It is 
a crisis of ideas and attitudes. Were it mainly economic, our enormous material re­

sources, our advanced technological skill, our new sources of power, and our in­
creased facilities for transportation and distribution would be by way of solving it. 

They are not solving it. They are contributing more and more to conflict, break­
down and chaos. The besetting fear of our age is not that sufficient food may not 
be available for the world's expanding population. Rather is it the fear that while 
food and all the desirable things of life may be abundant and near at hand, the hu­
man race, like Tantalus, will, because of some fatal perversity of fate, never be 
permitted to enjoy them. 

Likewise is the political crisis a derivative one. It results from a loss of 

faith in the capacity of man to order his colle~tiYe life in justice and freedom 
without recourse to violence, terror aod dictator ip~ 

Our age has passed beyond cynicism or s aph It is now distraught; 
not because its high hopes for scientific prog~es9 been realized. These 
have been realized far beyond its most extravag~nt popes. The first half of the 
2oth century was the most brilliantly creative period in scientific history. In it 
man made his deepest soundings in the mysterious realms of matter and energy. His 

inventive genius achieved for him miracles of power and riches. But they failed to 

give him what he had hoped for most and what he needs preeminently - security, dig­

nity, happiness. He had hopes that his scientific laboratories would yield him the 
magic keys to all progress and well-being; but in the darkening world about him, we 
find him crying unto his helpless idols, like the priests of Baal in the story of 
Elijah, "O Baal, answer us .. " But 0 though they proceeded to slash one another ac­
cording to their custom with swords and with lances until the blood gushed out upon 
them .. , there was no voice, no answer .... " 

Our age is suffering from what the Bible calls "a cropping of the soul," a dan­

gerous deflation of morale, a spiritual malaise. Its brilliant intellectual aod 
scientific achievements only serve to illumine phosphorescently the appalling stages 
of its decomposition. 

In one of his recently published "Unpopular Essays," Bertrand Russell writes: 
:'The importance of Man, which is the one indispensable dogma of the theologians, re­

ceives no support from a scientific view of the future of the solar system." To 
which one is prompted to reply, so much the worse for the scientific view, which 
doubtless will go through many revisions and corrections in the future, as have so 

many other scientific views and doctrines in the past. Time and again science has 

been tardy in arriving at conclusions which the intuitive religious genius of man­
kind postulated long ago. Furthermore, there are religious convictions vhich re­
quueno confirmation at the hands of science and which science can never affirm or 
deny. 

The n> t of thi,; mailing i. 3.00 a }ear. Thi and other c p nditur inrnlved in our nati nal ·cckly 

broa<l~a t._ arc ma.de po i_blc only by your continued ·volunt, rv s ~ ·our contribution enable u 

to maintam th lugh quality of thi program. RA.nm Jo. 'AH B. WI E 



Rabbi Abba Hillel ilver 
,.. - - ovember hth, 1951 

But Bertrand Hussell is entirely correct when he states that ''the importance of 
~an is the one indispensable dogma of the thec:.ogians. 11 It is also the one indispene­
able dogma of democracy; and it is at the hea::-t of the terrible crisis which is today 
cleaving and rending our world apart . 

. Judaism holds that man has immense significanee in the scheme of things. Man i~ 
very important to God in the unfoldment of Eis purposes - each man, every man - rich 
or poor, wise or simple, white or black, sa:nt or sinner. Sin is a voluntary lapse 
into unworthiness and unimportance. It is descent into paltriness. Man should live 
and act as if his life 1ere treMendously significant, as if he were a co-worker of God 
in creation, as if his soul and mind were boundless in their capacities, and in their 
influence reaching distant shores and extending far into the future. 

One of the sages of l.srael lonr, aco, employing the rich imagery which so -,ften 
characterized their utterances, declar8d: ,r .. hen a man goes forth on his way, a troop 
of angels precedes hir.1 and proclaims: 1Hake rray for the image of God., blessed be He. 1 '

1 

1.7hile Judaism demanded much of man in terms of duty and sacrifice, it gave much 
to him in terms of status, dignity and inalienable rights. "Evezy man has the right 
to say,'' declared an insryired teacher of Israel, "for my sake was the whole world 
created.•,, A sense of kinship with God ·•crowned man with glozy and honor" and made 
him "a littlB lower than the angels. 11 

The poet of' A.rnerican der11ocracy, Jalt. ,,.~-hi tman, asserted: IIThe whole theory uf the 
universe is directed unerringly to one single individual - namely, to you." This is 
the heroic dogma of \merican democracy which derived its inspiration and sanctions 
from the Judaeo-Christian tradition. Heligion always addressed itself directly to 
the individual: nr a1n the lo rd, thy GodJ II It always held inviolate for man a rela­
tionship with God which transcendectall ~1is other lati nships with society. 

Our age, unfortunately, makes little of ~1 al. His personal life is 
not very important. Men are considered imper~o n he mass. Increasingly they 
are becoming statistics in the hands of a predat cy llectivism. They are shunted 
about like herds of cattle. They are slaughte d • the millions. They are coordin­
ated and subjugated to the state until the last ~es iie of their freedom and their 
rights vanishes. Because the religious basis of our society has been denied, and 
m~terialistic theories of life and history have taken hold of the thoughts and actions 
o: men and governments, the stature of the individual, and vrith it, his rights and 
inherent dignity, have suffered tragic abatement and diminution in our day. Evezy 
precinct of his life has been invaded and violated. Having denied to man the image 
of God, he has been eiven the mask of the robot. 

Because rnan is regarded as unimportan!l3. and possessed of no r ights which are in­
herently and inalienably his, subject to no veto either of the state or of siciety, 
j_t ha.s been poss:.ble in our day for usurping parties and governments to achieve the 
expropr~.ation or even the extermination oi whole classes and people of whose political 
and eco omic vie,rn i..lnd inter.~sts they did not approve. Our age has witnessed the ap­
palling mass slaughter of millions of men, women and children because of some insane 
race theories held by a totalitarian government. It has been experiencing rec~rrent 
w~ves of dangerous mass propaganda steeped in hate and bigotry, and aimed at depriv­
i~g the individual of his dignity, equality and freedom. 1fe have been swinging into 
an ever-widening orbit of intolerance. 

Our civilization today lacks compassion and mercy because man, the individual, 
is contemned. He is seldom thought of as an end in himself, but as a tool for some­
thing or someone else - the state, the party, the system - to be used, abused, broken 
and cast aside. 

, Te are moving into dangerous times as mankind gropes for a solution of its grave 
economic problems and seeks to find a fair balance between social control and in­
div"dual enterprise, between authority and freedom. Unfortunately, we are moving in­
to tt0 ...sP. dangerous times ,tith little love in our hearts and vdth little respect and 
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regard for man as such. We are spiritually unprepared for the enormous task. 

~{hat our age needs is a new mood and point of view - a renewed faith in the in­

dividual, a new reverence for his spiritual sovereignty and the inviolability of his 

personality, a new covenant i.vi th character. 

This is what Judaism and the classic religions of mankind have been teaching all 

the time. Unfortunately, these teachings have gohe unheeded most of the time, and 

most especially in our time. Hence, the "drooping of the soul" of our age and our 

low morale. Hence,tithe line of confusion which has been stretched over it, and the 

plummet of emptiness ... '' 

The call to our age is the ancient prophetic call: 11Make you a new heart and a 

new spirit; for wcy will ye die ..• turn yourselves, and live." 

WRI 
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THE 1.iALL AND THE BHIVG~ 
Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver November 25, 1951 

I have always been fascj_nated b~r bridges and walls. They have much to say. They 
arc~ among tho most fruitful arnl insp:.ring symbols in the speech and thought of mankind. 

1::alls have their c.efi:·1ite value £~!1.d purpose in hrnrinn li.fe ._. Th1Jy give us shelter, 
se<.:urity and privacy. They carve fo r us out of unlimited space which is too vast for 
t:r.:i to domjnate, a f'imaller a1'.'ea which we can subdue to our needs, and they enclose us 
~ .• 1 a manageable world which we can master. This gives us a sense of athomeness and 
confidence whi~h are good for us. ,·,alls an fences often also serve a good purpose 
j 11 defining beyond the peradventure of doubt and dispute what is ours and what is our 
n<::ighbors. The poet Robert Frost put it: 'Go d fence-a ke good neighbors. 0 To the 
building of such walls for protection, priv·cy • ip, there can be no object­
ion. They are part of the necessary routine Ol[-Jr~r~~~1~ai life. 

But there are other walls which men erect :pie e no such good purpose, but 
on the contrary, are hannful to the best in ere~s; Q ·( ociety. 

There c1.re, for example, walls which men set up between themselves and God. False 
philosophies are such walls - philosophies which maintain that matter is the whole and 
basic constituent of the universe, that mind and consciousness and all spiritual pro­
cesses are only modes of matter. From these premises it is but a step to agnosticism 
and atheism. Those who hold such opinions beguile themselves into believing that their 
opinions are backed up by science; but science offers no props to atheism and no argu­
ments for materialism. Men needlessly erect such walls which separate them from their 
God, 

Sin is a wall. This is the very essence of sin - separation. ttyour iniquities 
have separated between you and your God. 11 Sin is self-banishment from a world where 
man can be at one and at peace with his I.raker, and where man can be at one and at 
peace with himself, Sin is a wall of inner contradiction, a grievous dishannony which 
disintegrates personality. 

There are other walls which men erect between themselves and their fellowmen. 
Selfishness is such a wall. A man barricades himself behind that wall. It becomes 
his prison wall. He fondly believes that this wall of self-centeredness will give 
him greater strength and security, and will insure him against being expl.oited and 
imposed upon. Actually it isolates him and shuts him off in loneliness from the great 
and exciting world about him. 

~judice, intolerance 1 race and group hatreds are tragic walls which men build 
around them.salves.,. and our age has unfortunately wit,nessed the erectwn of many such 

The co. t of thi mailing i .00 a year. Thi and other e penditurc im·ol ·ed in our national ·eekly 
broadca t are made pos ible only h) )Our continued voluntary support. Your contribution enable u. 
to maintain the high qualitr of this program. R ABBI Jo. Alf B. ~ 'rsE 
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forbidding walls. ' John Hersey significantly called the story which he wrote about 
the extennination of the Jews of narsaw at the hand of the Nazis "The Viall". 'That · 
wall behind which tens of thousands of brave men and women perished was the symbol • • • 
of similar walls which Nazi racial intolerance set up all over the world, It led to 
the second \'Jorld War. Hillions were extenninated, cities and countries were laid 
waste, and the earth was filled ·with horror, . death and desolution by these builders 
of hate-,valls. The fomenters of group antagonisms are still active in the world to­
day, even in our own country. ihenever there is unhappiness, discontent or unrest 
among men, these racial and religious bigots swarm out of their dark holes, sweep 
over the land and sow the dragon seed of suspicion and hate. 

Sometimes even good and respectable citizens build walls around themselves, 
which are effective blocks to mutual understanding and good will. They build walls 
of social exclusiveness and snobbery. They segregate themselves in some illusory 
eminence and hug to their bosoms the delusion that theyare somehow better than the 
common run of humanity. In the sight of God there are no blue bloods and no f irst 
families, no Brahmins and no untouchables - only children of the dust whose brief 
0areers on earth may be made bright by the cultivation of the heart and mind, and 
who may find a measure of happiness in life by helping one another in goodness and 
love. This is to earn distinction, honor and security. 

11 It is better to be of a lowly spirit with the humble than to divide the spoils with 
the proud. 11 

Our world is divided today by political w lls an ron curtains. t'here are 
those who would build these walls still higher h resent those who suggest ways for 
razing these walls and leveling them off. In ~~et ere have been the wall-
building doctrinaires, the exponents of the irre • c 1 1k, Either I or you surviveJ 
1~0 middle road - no meeting ground - no compromise Thi,,s , of course, is the fateful 
.L'Oad tu war, and wars only serve to erect new wa ll. ... _., on -the ruined foundations of the 
old. 

There are nations which put their trust and security in strong walls, in im­
pregnable Haginot lines, in Chinese walls. But they all crimble sooner or later. 
The mighty walls of Jericho fell and the broad walls of Babylon were utterly over­
thrown. 11 The Lord God hath a day upon every lofty tower and upon every fortified 
Wetll. ~, A nation must not put its sole trust in armament, even as formidable as atomic 
bombs. The very strength of a nation often brings about its downfall, It becomes 
over-confident, over-bearing, precipitate; it drains its strength in numerous mili­
Lary adventures; its domestic economy breaks down and unrest and revolution finally 
~eaken it and prepare it for ultimate defeat on the battle-field. 

A nation should put its trust in the strength of its moral and intellectual life, 
the justice and fairness of its laws and institutions, the wellbeing and contentment 
of its citizens, the moral training of its youth, and the stability of its homes. 

Judaism urges men to be builders of bridges rather than of walls. Life abounds 
~n numerous tragic chasms and gulfs which separate men, in deep rivers and their 
s wift, dark currents. Hen must learn to build bridges across them and they are more 
difficult to build than walls. Charity, compassion, sympathy, magnanimity, great 
minJedness are such bridges. So is friendship; so is tolerance; so is brotherhood. 
"Love thy neighbor as thyself" is perhaps the noblest and most enduring of all bridges 
t=Ver dev1-sed, 11 .Vi th malice towards none, with charity for all, 11 is another bridge 
,..,hi ch an immortal American built across a river of blood and a civil war. 

(over) 
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Every earnest effort at international understanding and cooperation is a bridge 
leading to the Kingdom of God, to the good society. The League of Nations was such 
a bridge. It collapsed. Bridges often collapse and must be rebuilt. The United 
Nations is such a bridge. It is in danger of collapse. tfe must ·see to it that it 
aoes riot collapse. Tar is never a bridge. At best it is a Bridge of Sighs leading 
men from doom to death. 

• 

Prayer is a bridge - ~ bridge to God. Iiemory is a bridge - across the physical­
ly impassable gulf of death to our dear departed. As long as there is remembrance, 
there is no separation. 

1·1e ltrust be builders of bridges. ,·fithin our own families we must never permit 
any wall to separate us, no misunderstanding, no selfishness, no faithlessness. We 

must draw our dear ones close to us - very close - vvith a network of highways of love 
and bridges of reconciliation, or we shall find ourselves lonely and defeated. 

Our neighbor? 1:le should knock at his door and build a bridge of neighborliness 
to him. IIA great city is a great wilderness. 11 Neighborliness makes it a community. 

The poor, the weak, the stranger, the sinner1 We must build a bridge and go to 
them. In a real sense we are all poor, weak, strangers and sinners. Even to our 
enemy we should build a bridge - a bridge of forgiveness. nuen should be as pliant 
as a reed, not hard as a cedar.u declared our sages. 

All life is a bridge - from birth to deat) 
may be but another bridge athwa~t the night of ,i,,. ,ru. ~~~~.~[[,'f.+ 

The whole magnificent ethical message of ur 
be summed up in the challenging' symbolism o wa~ s 

~ 

past to the future. Death 
another dawn, 

storic faith, Judaism, may 
dges. 

\ 




