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ADDRESS BEFORE THE JUBILEE CONFERENCE
OF THE JEWISH MATIONAL FURD
WASHINGTON, Do C.

By
DR, ABEA HILLEL SILVER

I was a very young lad on the BEast Side of New York when I first came to know the
Jewish National Fund, It had been founded just a few years before, and was pently make
ing its incipient way among our people, iy contact with it was by way of its white
and blue penny stamps which I offered for sale frrom door to door, at meetings and pub=-
lic gatherings, and in synagogues on the eve of festivals and holy days, I was an en=
ergetic salesman, coaxing and enticing the sluggish customers, often with unpremeditated
eloquence which, with all its patent shorteomings, never lacked either fervor or sincer-
ity.

When my sales for a single day grossed a dollar or two, I returned home all aglow
and triwaphant = - "as ong that findeth great spoil." My commission was,
of course, nothing more than a ptar-studded dream, but I always {elt amply compensated,
The stars which shone so brightly in my youth have accompanied me in later life, and
the music and grace of those flowering years have remained, There can be no sweeter

reward,

It took nearly fifty years for that little white and blue stamp which so modestly
but tenaciously held its place on cards, inside letters or on the back of envelopes,
as a tolerated but umrecognized symbol of a peoplet's hope, to be acknowledged as the
authentic symbol of a sovereign state, Today, colorfully arrayed in garbs of charming
design, it proudly holds its authorised place on the face of all posted mail, and it
traverses officially the highways of the world as one to the mamner born,.

Ve had faith in that little blue and white stamp., Behind it was an invineible
idea, The 1dea made itself manifest at the very first Zionist Congress, though it did

not receive the official sanction of our movement umtil the fifth Congress in 1901.

We were then not only a state~less pesople, but a land-less people as well, We needed
not only freedam and independence as a people, but land upon which our people could be

settled, into which it could be rooted, and from which it could launch the offensive
for political freedom when the time came.
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Other people, too, were fighting for their sovereignty at the twrm of the century
in gany parts of the world, But they were at home, on their own soil, Theirs was the
problem of freeing themselves from foreign invaders and imperial domination, The Jowe
ish people had not yet reached that stage, That was %o come later. The preliminary
stages had first to be passed, Jews had to be brought inte Palestine, and land had to
be acquired for them to settle, The land base for owr political struggle had first to

be built, OQur people had not only to be brought to the land but to the soil as well,

They had to be rebuilt through the scil, That was a central theme of owr national re=
raissance movement, JFor a strong national base and for a national economic reorianta—
tion, we needed land which would be inalienably the property of the Jewish natien and
which would be acquired by means of a national fund collected in small amounts from the
masses of the Jewish pecple,

Like all great revolutiomary ideas, this idea went back to ancient precedentes for
its inspiration, All revolutions are in a sense, restorations, Mankind frequently
moves forward by poing back to basic ethical congepts and ingights from which it had
detoured, The Humanism of the liddle Ages and the Renaissance were kindled by the re-
discovered classics of ancient Greece, and the French Revolution poured its new wine
into the very old bottles, The land=laws of ancient Israel, which were promulgated at
the time of the first settlement of Canaman and which decreed that "the land shall not
be sold in perpetuity, for the land is Mine, for ye are strangers and settlers with me®
- was the inspiration of the idea behind the Jewish National Funde The Fund was pate
terned after an old design and echoed a prophetic social vision of long agoe

The Fund went back to other precedents and the long experience of our peopls. It
relied upon the masses of the Jewish people to redeem the land for the Jewish people.
It did not put its trust in the benevolence of the wealthy few, In all history the
privileged few have never served or saved the many, A people must redeem itself or it
is wworthy of redemption. Our movement for mational restoration was always a mass
democratic movement., The rich, the favored, the comfortable, with some rare and laudable

exceptions, rejected it or resisted it, almost to the very end, Fatuously, some are
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still fighting it because of their bitter frustration and chagrin, You will recall
that it was poor and often; persecuted men who sailed the unchartered seas to the Amere
ican wildernsss, who in hardship and struggle laid the foundations of the first cole-
onies, and whose descendants fought the Revolutionary War for their national freedon,
It wvas so with the settlement of Palestine and the subsequent war of 11beration for
the establishment of the State of Israsl, Pioneers are moved either by .a imner wrge
or by an outer spur, All others wait upon success or the prospect of success, They
git dom at the table when the meal is prepared,

The Jewish Hational Fund had the large patience of a people, and its brave, com=
mon ways. 1t did not wait upon success, It created it, It plodded patiently along
through the first lean and wnrewarding years., Up to 1920 only 25,000 dunams of land
had been acquired, But it carried on, undeterred, undiscouraged. In times of politi-
cal disturbance or business recession, when the private acquisition of land declined,
the Fund did not withdraw discouraged from the market, On the contrary, it increased
its purchases, It was determined to fulfill its historic mission, come what may. Tt
was braced by the will of a people. In turn, the will of the people was reenforced by
the example of its own indefatigable efforts,

Today the FPund has come to be the greatest non-govermmental land=purchasing agency

in the world, and its contribution to rural and urban land development in Israel, and
to the establishment of new colonies, settlements and villages for the absorption of
the myriads of new immigrants are truly mommental,

In the course of nearly three quarters of a century since its inception in Hibbat
Zion, our movement brought into existence many fine and noble institutions, agencies
and instrumentalities, but none, I believe, swrpasses the Jewish National Fund in popu=
lar appeal and in the affection in which it has been held through the years, and none
expresses so admirably the essential genius and social vision of owr movement, rising
above party and partisan ideologies and serving the universal needs of an unfragmentiged
people,
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We should derive much inspiration from the history of this Fund for the tasks
which lie ahead for owr movement, There was always a Sabbath mood about this Pund, a
quiet sanctity which never left it. Its ideal was nover lost in the hard realities of
the work-a-day world in which it operated., FPerhaps this was due %o the fact that it
never saw its ideal as ever fully accomplished, Tts work was never done., Always there
was more land to be acquired, more desert and wildermess 10 be reclaimed, more people
to be settled,

For many of our pecple the establislment of the State of Terael appeared to be an
ideal fully realiszed, a task finally completed, There was proper rejoiecing in thedir
hearts, an exalted Sabbath mood, a pride and a contentment. And who would begrudge
them or ourselves this hour of rejolcing, when "the mouth is filled with gladnese and
the tongue with song® -/:?f:.rlong-doremd hope and the desolation of the ysars? Should
ot those who sew in tears reap in joy?

But many of our people mistock this day of trivmph for a perennial Sabbath -

"a time which is an unending Sabbath and one which brought

rest with it forever more." smh lyrical hopes unfortumately are in the mature of a

- a gong for the distant future in some ultimate cycle of time. They
are not intended for the perilous times in which we find ourselvez and in the midst of
the nassite burdensome tasks which still await us. These people falled te recall that
among ouwr people, even as the Sabbath day was ceremoniously ushered in, so was the work-
ing week ceremoniously ushered in with the blessing of wine and light and incense, and
with the minging of songs. The mind of man was invited to turn back again to the work
of the world which must be done, and the blassings of God were invoksd upon the willirg
hands of lsbor. "Blessed shalt thou be in the city, and Llessed shalt thou be in the
field, The Lord shall command the blessing in all that thou putitest i:uine hand to,"

There is yet much work %o be done by us before the young State of Israel will be-
come strong, stable and secure - and we must put owr hand to that work with a will,
Israel is still surrounded by unreconciled enemies who refuse to make peace, who drean
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of a second rownxl, and who are reaming themselves for a propiticus hour of renewed
hostilities, The status of Jerusalem remains undefined and the United Nations has
again evaded 1ts responsibility for a final decision, The resources and econty of
Israel are being serlously crained by the dire needs of military expenditures, Dark
clouds of a new world war are moving ominously over the face of the earth, and are
lowering over the liiddle East, The economic problems of the new state are increasing
in intensity, They will not be solved quickly or easily, and for several reasons into
which we need not go here - principally, of course, for the reason of the large immie-
gration which will continue to come into the country., We must not recoil from these
hard week-day and work-day realities of bullding a state, fusing its people, defend=
ing its borders, developing its economy, and absorbing endless waves of impoverished
immigrants all at the same time. We should not wish to cover up these umpleasant re-
alities, the unavoidable vexations and the discords; nor apologisze for them, nor re-
gsent criticlsm of them, They should be faced by those inside and outside of Israel
frankly, and ways of improvement and amelioration should be sought without pride of
opinion or partisanghip or dogmatism, No ready-made, ideologic garment, fashioned in
the doctrinaire schools of the East or the West, will suit the wnique and extraordine
arily involved political, economic, social and cultural complex which is present~day
Israel, The garment will have to be cut to measure,

The citisens of Israel ave making heroic efforts, in sacrifice and in austerities,
to meet their and our problems, while at the same time contimuing to build their noe
tional life on a scale which is amazing the world, They know that their battle=days
are not over,

I am afraid that we here have begun to relax both in our political and economic
responsibilities, There is danger in this for the hard-pressed State of Israel, Foli-
tical demobilization on the part of American Jewry in these days of strange political
aligments, when former enemies are being wooed and erstewhile allies are being alien-
ated, is to encourage wypredictable and possibly dangerous policy shifts and reversals

under the plea of military necessity. We experienced such reversals in the past,
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though fortunately sounder and fairer judgment ultinately came to prevail, Economie
relaxation on owr part at this time will dangerously undermine the economic stability
of the State of Tsrael, and therefore, also its political position and its security,
We cannot allow it, What we have helped to build, we must now make secure, Now that
the tides of the world have finally carried our storm-tossed ship into port, we shall
not suffer it to be shipwrecked then. We who were one with the valiant sons and daughe
ters of Israel in the glorious comradeship of struggle will remain with them in an en-
during fellowship of labor until peace and secwrity will come to be abidingly theirs.

One of the great services which we can rendsr Israel in these critical times is
to appeal to owr govermment to give as large a measure of support as possible to it,
We should urge upon owr govermment, which was the first to extend recognition to the
newly-cstablished State of Israsl, to bring the great weight of its diplomatic influe
ence towards hastening the conclusion of peace between the neighboring Arab states and
Israsl, This would be a major contributlon to the pacifisation of one of the most
strategic areas in the world today, It would restore normal economic life to a part
of the world towards whose economic rehabilitation the President of the United States
has more than once drawn the attention of our country. It would facilitate the ex-
change of goods and service, and mutually helpful cooperative economic enterprises mong
the peoples there who, at this moment, are separated by walls of steel and barbed wire
and by bitter recriminations, It would usher in a new day for all the nations in-
volved. For Israel, sorely pressed as it is by the necessity of pouring so much of
its limited financial resources into armament and military defense, it would be a

blessed relief and would enabls it to devote itsclf gmbbeedes to the constructive tasks
of peacefully building its new life,

Economically our govermment should support the new State of Israel, at least with
that same measure of pgenerosity i th which it has aided other countries, none of which
is facing the crushing burden of absorbing hundreds of thousands of homeless and ime-
poverished refugees. If the aim of our govermment is to strengthen democratic nations
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everywhere, what country is more entitled to such aid than the State of Israel, which
is a veritable stronghold of democratic faith and idealism in a part of the world where
democracy is little known and little practiced, A strong and free Israsl will stand
as a bulwark against all forms of aggression and domination. The people of Israel have
evidenced their fierce independence and their love of freedom through years of relsnim
less struggle and warfare against powers both great and small, The econumic strength-
ening which American financial support would bring to Israel will guarantee not a base
for military operations, which Israel cannot and should not become, bul a base for the
cultural and spiritual propagation of those fundamental ideals of freedam and the ine
alienable rights of man which are as much part of the fundamental Jewish tradition as
they are of the American, The economic support of Israel will give America not a mil-
itary ally., Its great service to the cause of a fres hmanity will lie not in its mil-
itary prowess, but in the quality of life which it will collectively demohstrate, pro-
pagate and resoltely defend, No atiempt should be made to forge elther an Fastern or
a Western orientation upon the govermment or the people of Israel. Thelrs is an older
orientation - towards sinai, where long ago the sternally wvalid mandate was announceds

"And i&' shalf proclaim liberty throughout the land unto all the inhabitants thereof.e.."

Iarael can be a friend even when it is not an ally. To help friends in need is
part of a larger wisdom and statesmanship.

T believe that our govermment and our people can come to @ preciate all this if
we earnestly and energetically bring it to their attention,






