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ADDRESS BEFO .. IB THE NEW YORK BOARD OF RABBIS 
, APRIL 9, 1951 

BY 
'..} "tr/. ~ ~ _ DR. ABBA EL SILVER 
~ q - > 1"' I ~J b \' ,Jl -1,, { U l -' ,VJJ ~ .-L... 

The history of your organ· ation covers a period of .;Urea ~ ~ F, 

one of the most 

history. It has also 

volutionary, baffling and belligerent periods in human 

one of the most remarkable periods in Jewish history, ere-

ative and catastrop cat the same time. 

This period of~~e~arters of a century -hich spans the life of your organi-

zatio~ began in gre~t optimism for mankind, and is ending ~ .frustration 

and dLfeat. rt has been a scientifically brilliant era in which undrea"!lt-of progress 

in nearly every field was recorded. A new conception of the....,a:fl:l=-s~~ f the universe 

has emerged, and a nevi vision of power i~rms of atomic energy, supplementing other 

sources off-power made available~ ma~ discovered or perfected in this era. Man­

kind pushed forward to new horizons and a:i::!!N'II•~ new continents of knowledge, power 

and wealth. 

At the beginning of this era men were looking fo 1ard confidently to a happier 

vrorld in v;hich men would be free, nations independent, wars eliminated., arrl a world 
70 years later 

soci ty established. But the world stands todarfu v'"ild red and disillusjoned. The 

s;i-ong and sure foundations upon which it had builded its life have been rudely 

shaken. That high optimisn which fed upon truly remarkable achievements in every 

arvellous have been the vistas which opened up be­

fore the eyes of men in the preceding century. Men could dream then, and men did 

dream u.R8N:elrteei of a glorious and uninterrupted progress for mankind, of-a,.unending 

conquest of nature and of building in a world of abundance a civilization free from 

all poverty, ignorance and war. 

In the 19th century, wrote Victor HUgo, ar will be dead, the scaffold will be 

dead, hatred will be dead., frontiers will be dead., royalty will be dead, dogmas will 

be dea.d, and man will begin to live. 
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~ 
But here we are, he 20th century and war is not dead, the scaffold is not 

dead, hatred is not dead, frontiers are not ead, royalty is not dead, dogmas are not 

dead, but man is beginning to die. The vista which stretches before our generation 

today ends at the edge of wilderness. For 3 years now men have lived in a world 

of mounting hate, intolerance and bigotry, of revolut~ons, invasions, war, rise 

and fall of emp· BJ amidst the slaughter of millions of their kind. Great peoples 

have destroyed their liberties and enslaved themselves. Millions of men cower today 

in terrorized submissiveness. The wealth of nations is being drained in wa~ and in 

preparations for wars which will also drain the lives of t.,h;"'people. The mind of man, 

trained and sharpened by generations of scientif'ic education, ifo,}applied to the 

perfection of t e war technique so that sci nee records in our 

/great numbers no longer r· the hearts of men with pride or enthusiasm. day in 

They s. 

security. 

that these things will not contribute either to their happiness or their 

The human spirit sta ds today frightene , wei hted dO"rm with apocalyptic fore­

boding as if awaiting the crash of doom. The thoughtful among men have accordingly 

begun to search earnestly for a road away from disaster. They are seekine desperately 

lll!!:7 to rediscover that vision hich vas somehow lost amidst the brilliant pageantry 

of scientific achievement in the last century to the hurt and sorrm·r of the vror ld. 

They understand DOTI what the wise men of the earth have always known, that increased 

knowledge does not necessarily mean increased goodness or happiness, that facts are 

not in themselves blessings, that truth can make us mad as well as free, that the 

prolongation of human life is not the same as the :unprovement of human life, that the 

acceleration of a process does not always insure a finer product , that change does not 

necessarily spell progress and that democracy, as Lecky pointed outo/a.~ll'-century ,.. 
ago, may often destroy liberty. They realize now that the fault is not v ith science 

or education or democracy as such, but wi. th the interpretation which men have put upon 

them, w:i. th the omnipotence and autonomy which they have ascribed to them and with 

their failure to understand that science, education and democracy are means not ends 

in themselves . 
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What has been tragically missing in our ciyilization is the compelling and uni-

fying faith in the great hmnan goals which religion and religion alone has set for 

ma.nkirrl, and towards the attainment of which science, education and democracy should 

contribute if they are to fulfill their chief functions. Mankind lost sight of thGse 

goals; therefore, human progress today has no clear direction. Good material and good 

tools are not enough for the builder. The builder must have a plan. Every ae • ~ 
/:) ' >I 

~ of man must be modeled after some heavenly archet:ype. To build a noble and en-

during society it is not enough to have wealth and knowledge. Mankind must be pos-
- ~ 

sessed of architectural plan, and .ad, onzy the spiritual vision of man has de-
• ~ q QM.Aft- sie/)- Mankind must also have the will and the loyalty to follow 1'llst plan, anl that 

o~ the moral sense of mankind alone ~rovide Without faith in God, the reality of 

the spiritual vision as well as the moral denied and rejected A 

- .A,,,C--tt--r 5> ~ 

ism. 

Jewish life, 

FUll rights 

• Z I ~ ~ --~--•• - ~ & • I 
too, blf.t"9e "4aiP"t.ioPs ef s: eo~ ago began in J high fMl•lllllt- optim-

~) ~ 
of citizenship had been achieved practically eve!"ylvhere in Europe. 

/\ 

Ev~c;ar~t ~~_:er~· m~ry m:~,_~ru_ns:, htd rJ~~e ..... _.: ... ..,.,...,, 

The Jews ~~?-. n n9 :&into the schools ind th~ ~s • tjies ~ a ••!>G in increasing 
'~ ~ \ ~ G~~ ' - ~ II 

numbers and • • make ~•r•!i!lfts contributions to the arts and sciences. of 

Europe, to finance~industry, polit~cs and literature. The forerunners of that astound-

' 
ing gala.J<y of men of extraordin~~genius who were to enrich the civiliza­

tion of the }~stern world were already appear~ the scene. The JeYrs of' Europe 
" ~VH 

t.h2teQ-quartQl'& 0£ ~~ ago could see the open road ahead, the road which led avray 

from the dark aees+ isolation and discrimination, to free and equality. 

~ Jewish emancipatio/\which was a by-product of European liberalism in the 19th 

century began to suffe abatement with the decline of liberalism in Europe shortly 
.~ 

after the Franco-Prussi War. The national and social unrest which bseat:i aril :r:J; Iii 
~ 

ultimately shattered the foundations of European liberalism brought in its wake econ-

' omic reaction, intolerance of minorities, and~ Uwm organized anti-Semitism,•IMl 
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culminated in the anni • lationist 1' vi ies of Naziism after the First orld rar. 

Between the First and ~cond rorld Jel'rish life was t:."••~~ 
ope;; a==t-.a~:Ml'~I-B~~..J.S~:lJl':eI:J»'1i-,----;:;s period o~ of a century 

Against aJns ■t unrelieved gloom, two positive gains for Jew-

ish life stand out in b "lliant outline - the emergence of the .American Jewish com-

munity as the largest single Jevrish community in the·.,..~ie history of our people, and 

the establishment of the State of Israel. These two facts will determine the course 

of Jewish history decisively in the future. I need not dwell here upon._ import-
~ 

ance I should only like t indicate what 1-6 and responsibil-

(v ~~ities they...::g~~.3;-a~ .. iou~:s • ar:_to~ 

\'. / - The :AmericJn~rish community is a good community. It is inherently sound and 

v loyal. By and large it is not ravaged by any assimilationist or escapist tendencies. 
4J-

rt has demonstrated a remarkable sense of solidarity with world Jewry during the tragic 
I\ 

three decades through which we have passed. It has been proud and eager to cooperate 

' It is necestry~-- to bring about a re-direction of emphas~. There is 

a tendency duced by the urgent •-N!I~ f recent years to over-stress the im-
/ 

portance of the philanthropic motif in Jewish life and to assume that~ alone 

insure the survival of Jews and Judaism in the united states. Our laymen have thrown 

themselves most zealously and most connnendably into all tasks of domestic and foreign 

relief and in support of the state of Israel. They should not be discouraged from 

doing all that needs to be done in these directions and for as long as it needs to 
.-.-

be done• .lat, ~hey must be reminded }--time and again f that the enduring foundations of 
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Jewish life the rorld ove1 its glory and its "raison d • etre 11 is Judai , --its 
faith, its spirit, its ethics, its instj_tutio .s rrhich have been transmitted and pre­
served by the synagogue and by the Jewish school. Without religion, rithout Jewish 

scholarship, without Jewish schools and academies , without 
the inculcation of the Hebrew language and literature, Jewish life cannot be nurtured 
and vr.ill notf old the ~ - generations -.., e-=: t 't" ~ ~ .O.tejc () \~ 

~.-........ address before the Central Conference of American 
Future of the American Jewish Communi~I --
bees.use he centered his life in the coni;regation, the school, and the synagogue. The 
congregation and synagogue came into being in exile as surrogate for Temple, state 
and government. rt proved 

and so consonant vrith their 
character that the returning exil s rought it back with t em to restored Judea. It I ~ 
remained, of course, vd.th those Je1rish communities aho did not return. ofessor 
oore co rectly remar s, "The necessity o such an institution 

even gre 

ious ce 

outside Palestine than in it; for while at home the Je, 
ple and a bond of ·on in its worship, 

e;ogue ,,as 

a reli­

the 

It was because in post-erllic times Jewish life in the Diaspora found a sustain-
ing and nourishing center in the synagogue which was also the school - or rather, 
was primarily the school . that it was able not alone to survive, but to grow intel­
lectually so sturdytand spiritually so creative,that in critical times it was able to 
come to the aid of Judaism in Palestine. This vras true in the days of ~IPs. 

rl 
again, if the opinion of the Rabbis is valid, in the days of Hillel. ~ j) --" l J e ") 

"1) 3 o I J-z~ {µ -;}fl )I "')Y, -V/Jd1J m (1) $1 ,t /i > t, ., '"If." T 1' • I'. 

"When the Torah was .forgotten from Israel, Ezra came up from Babylon an established 
it. \Vhen it was again forgotten, ·11el, the abylonian, came up and established it.n 
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In 8Ubaequent eomratio , too, tl e a~waue scho a o Babylon~,.- b to 

replenish the dl1ng spirit an 1 t llact al life oft cazCII in 

Palestine. ......_ ... --~ it Jews u-u}JV o ft> d 

centers of sticism in . d nd els here in the lto)J' tan ut modern t , s 

Rabbinic scholars fr t dispersion ounded acada.ies 1n Palo i , even othe 

Jen founded colonies ttlanents and ~ .. atablished ic stru th 

untold cr1i'ice& t of Israel. 

t our people po s s today of cul ture.l spiritu 1 SJ. not ex.-

olus1:vely tho are tion o £ t."le Jen or lestine, nor will tl o e be or the tore 

Mure• ,e re n>t warranted by nearl.7 31000 re of experie to e ct othenri • 

r should comer al.l 0t..ir hope tor t, .tuture or our ple :d our faith on 

one center lone. The milleni.al ~,.- ot our ople enacted on more than 

11'0rld stage. S of it principal actors, fr so , nover lived in Pales-

t ne. And, let it be id parentbaticall~, if be ea.id, the-it the state 0£ 

Israel nd the h ccamuntty or Israel are trn10%1Yt¥ms. There 

tens or thousands ot Christians anc are oitisen or I • The 11 

mre in the future. 

I~ our reasoning is correct, 1.f the syrago to beccae th institution pd.-

marily re ponaible tor the eurvi ot the r can Jerl carmmmity, then it must 

drut1caJ:cy- n, orient itself. It must shift 1 •PQ&Sia a place or worship to 

a place ot rious 11 • ous education, far 'll'lft1'w xtensive d .tar more interud?e 

than aivthine hiob 11e, t le t or the liber. l synagogues o tar achie d. 

our Sundq School simp~ oot preparing J tor the kind ~ an rica Jewish 

oanmum·t7 whic have in llinrl. Thia 1a mt t t e to di cus the remedy, but 

• trank facing or t ract i in 1t88lf first step in the direction or .firxling 

lution. 



Failure to teach t,he Hebrerr l 

rlean Jen community, I afraid, to cultur, 1 an.1. ✓ 

ever cortributed c 1lt ~ or scholasti lly ·sh lif 

Hebrew language and lite ture • . T J iWish c :um. ty ever 1JrV1 d for lo f:P 

nored .. etrew. This is n ineluctable fact of oar expario.,ce. "'i'e 

out c.Te,r_ah learn· • Our people peris es · r •. of wledge. , A:n empty ba ~ ~ . 

stand upright. armor .. gains enu-ytl •• g t n baraz, tn . 

our poople fre uont:cy- employed other ~.sw: e . di.a for t1 1r re dou • ,-tura.1 

r Eurcixt n laneu,a a. This 8 trua 

especial);, in i_, e r·· o ~is o... teclmieu1 scholai... . • 

lant,YllS.ge o~ pr~ er• poet,. 7 , ethics :.. l d J .:.Cl ] - t ueepcst .d mat vital - ~ 

Niar ~ in t e Hel,rew. In • philosophic field, too_. on]¥ those book8 :dch 

were ear y tran :lated into th 

a:rry inf"luenr-e upon JfJ'I.'.. sh lit and thought. 

cree.tive poriods in our history, 

Eastern Euro without refer ~ to tl dolib r 

H brw language aoo literature in thaso centers. 

stern or 

l<.l xtonsiv cultivation or tl 

The Habrew lAngu.a been, eecond only to tbe Torah 1 ti;elf, th principal 

!'actor in our survival and our continued re,-9;, ... a not at all times aware or 

this tact. ttThe miracle is not al.ways recog-

nized bf him lx> xy,erience it,. ' I C8nnot concei ot a vital J . oh lite in the 

Diaspora ithout an extensive stu~ or the .. b langu.naa and literature m:aon_· o 

peop!e, without a knowledge of J iBI in it historic A braic manife tio • l-'\2r-

t naora, it are thinkin or any cultural lln1c be·-·-n Isr l ,. t. J or the 

Diaspora, belifflltm Y!sraol and Te.tusot Yisrael, thon thinldng in torms ~ 

the brew language. e auat ra1 a norat: n ich 11 be able to naad t 

ua in wbich the t cultural creations ot Israel will be cast. 



It 11 ot to culti a t 

i n J 0 taaorrcnr. It r 

0 0 t t f "lure o t of hi 

th ror 

Y• 

a invol: 

fore,, thin. Urv.i. 

not only in t. Dia , bit lso in 

I tour op in Israel, 

de!!rotion an1 ~~"~-buildin is t, 11 inC1"8 

t centr&l.ity or li on in their li.f1 , 

11 ti ·n such o 

li 

to 

pir. :tJ. ns. 

ople 

n ota an 

.,.., _ _,...1-_hal a me 

tort le 

t t e ntial spiritual rd.us an=i ftlues 

t t H rsl' poll d..cal obj cti V ha 

o renaisaan V nt, 11 o 

i 

• 

lY 

furiousl.J 

ho 

tot 

"th t nd litical prcbl oft 

t t 

n t of' struggl 

r the :first flush of natio 

to lize t tor 

on ins c orms 

ited to t 1r specitic ooo 

n the 

prophetic 

to co ·ndtra?w-

din I 

pm land cultur l orbi which 

ul 1mte o jcctives both or Herzl 

in the ctioal life or 0 

ersl s pres d 

ought politica soluti n 

t spirit 1 probl ~ 

t or e thntato cultural nd spiritual di integrati n of our lut in to 

ople ,- ld 8 a iri 1 lution for it in t tion or a sp1ri t1.'ll ce r 

fur 0·1r op in 1 stine. 

It was brt mate r r our ple 

cour o our 

t SOUi lltical vision 

ta establi d. 

center o 1d 

th 



ha ound u unprepared .1.or ·' 1nal political stru wi th:>u hi.cl 

the stato co t ':v our 

people could not v been ace • d too m .. t o 

practical work in P 1 litical .~ ... tic activity. f too 

slQr t,ic;al of th ca c... o .a.-- .. --t to at>Sorb l; 1.JrSOoao o J to ao190r1> 

uickly. 

But Hersl• paw t . e -J ~or t, visi on which A d 

d pir1 tual center i . rcoo. ~ ti tute J • h 0 ta • 

w1ich ould r stimulati? an uni.t'yi u . nfluenc::e t.'lrougho t • 
rly or oh intluen a T J • sh. cor. i tie oi too i1iasoo 

-~-te !ran Isr 1. t . ia par Jl!ftrY' l'lBEKI 

outside cult ,ral inn n,ea. on t ot Mfr 

a ffln"IJ- pas i recipien or 

1 ,. l!1tlBt be pre. red to recei t1 

anu 

opl.e to tl ..t t po ~, 4 v+u T'WMA in t Diaspora and, t 

In 1?09 n~­

pen our 1.1.fe 

the OGM• time J to 

est ne. " 

k COlllple rtect lution beyond t Dia .. in -

T1ia i t l r llo£ fr on. I 

t 1 

shoul<l be 1 d to co strong And creatiw. 

In the d or ne He • 1 hen the J ... _..._ ntici tad the a1e 

1 

oth 

of their ~it by t A syrians• they built a tunnel the . 01.hon i the val-

ley of Jehosophat to re rvoir lled Siloah, in or er t,c1 s cure a ter aupp]T 

or the ty. In 1880, n inscriptio was ~,.... hll...-n in tha rock not tar trm 

hie poor ot '-'• .... '--"'•• l'lritten in ancient u-1
-- hJn-A~A'!r nd acribi 1~ 

ne1 1'88 na.111. thro roe in o~.n.... to lri ruaalem. the 1."alDoua 

Si loan lllllCriptio which i now in the mu -•.,IA.lo• "Tbla 1a t etory or the 
tunnel, re the in ption. 8T ams or grwp __,,.... oppos1 te to tho ot tba 
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ot r . nt 1r t tm-e ubi , omtoclltot 

ot or t int. rock 0 • 0 

tunnel, t in 0 r • 8 

, an t rn d the sprin po~ iloah or or 

l2 cubit • 

ovi ) £ro op . te directio t 0 ano 1or, C , tnu 0 

cortedly $ 11 tr through t CS 0£ tio., l 

connecti cul tur l conduit ·ch ters f 1-

ir. ton edly tor, salv. tio or lo I op • 




