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Addnu livered at the Dedicati on ot the 

H US OF LlVINO 

Hotel tati.r 
_, York City 

October 27, 1951 

By 

ISM 

or. Abba Hillel Silwr 
The Temple 

Cle'nlland, Oh1.o 

The Hou• ot Livin Judai• which the th1on ot American Hebrew Congre tiona 

1• dedicating thia wekland bear■ a ftrJ' appropriate and auapiciou1 name. • oaen 

eat 011111n. • he accent here 1a on UvinJ Juda1 • Thia House is dedicated to thl 

living taith ot • lite-enchanted peopi. whose ie a Ood ot lite, who• Torah 1a 

a Tne ot Lite, 

our people and our taith haw long liwd in the deep ahadon. They were sont 

beNt in our day and the com• ol death eno•OG11'ii1i•~•'t.:1~1e u But they hl v now c 

...,._,,.~., ot a new and a more hope-any &o the ehadon. 1 

tul dq. They re a 1n n 

Great toroe• connrgad thle aoo aga to dl■tro.v both Judai and the Jewish 

people. Auim.ilation threatened the one J anti-Semi tis the other. In our dq the• 

toroee reached their cataclyad.o cl iwrx. They t.ook a frightful toll. ■uttered 

millions ot oaaualti••• But both Judaia and the Jew18b people aerged, eoathed 

and eoarred to be sun, by the 1D0Bt brutal on■laught in their history, but unbeaten 

and uncleteated. They have now recoiled trcm wakne•• to strength, and •• o often 

1n the past, tollorin chan or fortune ard dangeroua experience■, tney have re-
~ 

suad their historic ch~ in with iftA'ter oontidence •• thanJ\betore. 

In the new~~ ~ ot Israel, tbe ld.llerd.al hope of our people tor 

national nartoration tound, in our ctq, its bleaaed anchorage. ~rywbtrw our 

people ia buoyed up w.l th a nn-touad pride and dignity, and w1 th tha proapec\ of 

exoi ting new begirm nc•• 



Juda1 , too, 1 experi.enoed • markad l'ffival which 1• reflected in 1ncre aed 

congregational meaberahip, 1n ,_, aynagopee and •choola, and 1n naral expansion. 

Thus, the prophets of do011 who foretold the extinction ot Judai with the die

appearance ot the ■haltering ghetto wall.a and the p 1ioal and spiritual collap• ot 

the Jewish people u a r.ault ot the aonatroU1 1 carna have again been prown 

to haft -n empty visions and to ha'n d1Yinld talN~.[ The Pealld.at•• pun of tri

tapblnt Ute ie echoing in our hurtsa •I ahall not die but live to declare the deeds 

of the Lord.• There 1a deathle■arlll1s in the faith which 1• Judai , m •• 1 as 

our paop1- rersa1nJ loyal to it, thq •bare in ite uaortallty:J 

It ia with • olaanr vi.lion that• now can•• the road head, new that eo 

mq, of U■ road,,-blook■ have been~; 

We an na1r convinced, tor •xample, hat t re 11 no refuge for our people 1n 

There 1• no aJ:1)8asin the •nt• ."'Wll'vu,~ 
~C) 

po• ia not to absorb us but to deatro7 

ised Jf# even more than other Jm. 

the boatile world epuma it. 

are not likely to forget. 
J.; 

n"StOeJ~·t, and Nlt-deniale Hie pllr-

hatea the modern, tborougbl.7 stern-

• lter Frank, who waa Director of the Reich 

Institute for the History ot the Hew Germany, ~clareda •:rt will alwa.r• remain a 

tu1c ot paraount iaportanoa to Ulffltil the ao-oa1led •noble•, educated, •German• 

Jff and to expo• him•• the 1I09t dangeroua type ot alien paraait.. It ie euy to 

abolr a Oalician Jff u a 11:1e11ber of the 1Aaiat1o horde• on European ■oil. This ia 

harder wt.n the •Aaiatic • t. ua 1n the cirllised tona ot • Baruch Spinou, a 

•• ndalaaobn, ot a Friadrioh OUndolt, or an Albert 11.natein, a Un1m111an Har

den, waiter R&t.benau or a njlllllin Diar•li••.J 

ot tbia type cannot be appeaaed or an9119red. Tbe7 oan o~ be 

deat.TOJ9d, and thQ' attend to their own deetruct.1on. Tlw t.Ne 1IOl'ld doe• not call 

tor tba pb.vaical --.lpmation ot peopaa, onq tor their TOluntu-7 cooperation tar 
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their CODDOT\ good. The trN world does not aak ot •n to surrender their biataric 

taitha - only to live up to them. Freed or td. th nd worship is one ot the basic 

-=sot c1vil.1sed aoc:lety. Black• brolttl and red dictatorahipe dread it and aup-

Hor 1• there aecurit7 tor us or meaning or dignity in fighting anti-Semiti 

as such or 1n heotical'q defending our loyaltq or proola1m1ng our patrioti frGI 

the bouee-top1. 

persuaded of 1 t . 

t~llindad man queat.iona our loyalty and no bigot will ever be 

OUr Neun ty 11•• 1n uniting with all right-minded men, to defend our eociety 

againart all denagogueJ and political acmnturera and against t conditions which 

g1,,. the• enw:1~• ot the me aoc1•'1' thlir opportunity. Our eecurity liea in 

fighting po9erty, injuatioe, inequal.Sf¥, 
T 

lead to nr. It is in ti. o~-'1'fi o · 
..-::\ 

ot Judai• which we haw atiar._ .... .__ rut~~i,a,,~ld - tor our tai~ a.a bom 

not tor oureelvea alone bu hole - n our loyal carrying out of 

it.a mandates ard conmd:tante that our 1\utdalllentltl eeour.l v li•e• 

Again ft. have learned, I beline, that there is no aecur11;¥ tor our people and• 

tor that matter, tor arrr people 1n ecientitio prog:r9aa alone, tor more knowledge da, • 

not mean aore goodmN1 1110re tolerance or more brotherhood in the world. 

The great alaughtering ot our peopla took place in the most acientitioal.ly ad

vanced country in the 110rld - Oe~ and the progr9aa ot tbe oenturiea did not 

attenuate the nrulenae ot intolarance. In the middle ot the 17th century 01111-third 

of the Jna of Europe nre musacred. In the lld.ddle ot the 20th century two-th1rde 

were maaaaored. 

L1.kari• , • aball not tind •curiV 1n tonal political deaocraoy. n.ocratio 

inatituU. ona auCCUllllb when the apirit which intoraad thall Jangu.iabee. TbeN ror1111 an 
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aotual~ exploited by tho whON I ., purpoee 1• to destroy democraey. The diota

tore who bestride our world today and who ha destroyed • rr -ati ot freedom 

and human rights in their countries ha all proclaimed tbemNlve to t r:, 

championa and tendere ot daocney. lrith the de y of the spi:ritu l foundation• 

ot 800iet,y in our ge~tion, the tou.ndatione ot democracy, too, have begun to crumble. 

Thomae Je~tereon toreuw auch a deftlopaent a1Xl warned againat 1 • •can the libeniee 

ot a nation be thought Neu.re,• be uked, "When ha~ remo~ d their onq t1rm ba11• 

- a conviction in the minds of the people that t 1r liberties are the gift of Go ?II 

Freedaa and security tor ua and for madd.m 1od w re the prophets ot Iarul. 

discovered the, 1n a td.thtul connant with the l1Ying God. L our recen e:xperienoH haw also taught '1111 'that. there 1e no refuae tor the 
eoul ot our people, • pec1a~ tor the eoula ~ our intellect l aona and da h r•, 

in the eoonolli.c •••1ani• IT 
found it ill the interratio 

thought and in aooiety 

and oorreoted by the etbi 

he 19th. These IIOV9l'Dllnte 1n 

ey ould be weighed, atnrad 

techniques or ml1Ull irogreae 

which Judai• bu evolved. But thq do not d1aplaoe JUda1 • An ancient Ii 1th such 

aa ours which hu witneaaed ,.., ar II ld.ghty ahan 1n human hiatory and • en 
aba to dinill out ot the turbulent cent11riee a patient am protoum w18do , 1• in 

pold.tion to n the 1 al.1st and the cru.aader tor righteouenese not only a C01U1:•U 

and a chart, but al.ao a perspective gainst xce , cri rion ag 1nst error and 

delU81on, and in deteat, proud OClltort a.nd reaa-· ........ --. 

Tho who cent.er all their hope• in a given economic qatem or in the mood and. 

._per or an age are et1Ded to t1nd the l•a betrqed, tor no a,at.em can tu.111' 
naliH the high hope• ot • man nd t mood or an Ell changes rapidl.7 with the 

change in ite political and econon:lo fortune . dei 1• con mad not with.,..,,_. 

or with~ econclld.c or political o . ti•• b t with the. eateguarding or the monl. 
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principles ot justice, •roJ' and trMdaa which ffffery ap must be challenged to work 

into such inatitutione •• will best eatiety ite needs. Judai , which • in he na

ture ot a permnent 80cial am spiritual revolution, ia cone ned with etemal ideal.a 

which IIW!lt be constant~ approx1u+,ed but whic can ver itber 

the rule or Jd.ng, demos or proletariat ia au.tticient insurance gainat abuse ot 0119r, 

the ru-thle• exploitation of man and the defeat ot the 9Pir1.tual prolliN ot hUlllall 

lite. 

Those of our intellectuals llho in the la t ration detoured 11111q Juda-

1• and the Jewish ttormm>m.ty • in their quest tor hort-cuts to tha ndlleni found 

to their connem&tion nd eorrcM at thra end ot th 1r road either a Hi r or a Stal:1n. 

11aJV ot theN intellectual.a have retraced 1r step found . thair way back 
~ 

to their peopla and their tai th, aOl'll pe nt o d oalt 

to be JdU•d in oelabration ot ~~ -1m~:-l~• ~_ui_ur..."'""·""11:1tel1' ha ,wudmd per-

11Uent spiritual~ diapla fl'Wl"'IIII·.,..,. -_ __ , ~ ....... t.i_ l'd t ot their di Tided 

beine••) 

•• have al o ome to underatam t t ere 1 no urrival tor our ople in the 

D:l.aapora except 1n and through Juda • I mean, of c ne, a ignitied and purpo 

M liUl"rift.l., for a J)80pla can d Ollt n ori 

most 1ndetinite~. ll not be able to surYive a oular nationality group 

1n thl Diupora, eepecial~ 1n tho• countrie , like the uni d s tee, re there 

are no ainoriV nationallt, groups de rm.1.ned to prea--, heir cultur l identitie•• 

ft'Ndaa will accelerate the proceaa or d1111Dtegra o , and reecution 

but the irooe•s ia inevitable. 

retard it, 

The eeta Uabnent ot tha te of I11N911 undoubte~ one or the at ngnt-

ticant and magnitic nt ewnta 1n Jew1 biator,. i h it haVi rNched one ot the 

great ■tag9a in our hietor, . ta 1llportance will no be uolated 1n time nor lblited 

to Iarael. It ia too q- tor u to tore- 11 ite apNad1ng and dNpeninl intl.u

encee 1n t,be future . It 11 undwbte~ affect all Jewiah llfi in the Diupora, 
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tacta a?Xl the intluenou will b continuoae 

be non-political. shall not belabor thie po nt ju 

ll, ot 

re 

to di rt it. it wculd a mistake to 

pre rw Judai • r inaide or outside of Ier 1. hi is a ta all o ita own 

ch the Jews or th at CUT7 on n t 

pl~•· alao to the J oft State of I 

do• A politi 1 atate 

There a dan r of he ex.ti ti"n ot J dai 

era and op ta d the spiri-~ 

ita pres rvat n a n ponrtul s 

It is ood tor our c 

ver97 which raged around 1 

i untortunate]l' spent 

too long at 

urt, 88 1 st. 1i1 ap-

T y d J dai ui cha 

n • thin ano nt lea,im, and 

d to tig desper teq 

ndanciea~ . 

~ 1 ot vita11• 
•• 

d tor 

and 

d t t • oontro

olYed.fyberal '1a

ht na Zio,•-..a-• !t took it 

t oppoa t to "j,oni not an 

integral part o philoeopby or purpoe or ral J1 da • hi I 

tuna ly ia r1ow clo• • here 

on, but where 'their tor 

he tate ot 18 re and 

t lfOl'ld will co inue to 

1, 

, h 7 

o ot 

, tr out ot du.d

am t11e.J 

, o tinue. h J 

ot the world who in the day- to c 1'dll ab to migrate t re or who 

all i:-rt• 

ha to -

or who c foreoa t tut or !ore ot • nte 1n r people• his

1ngu • d tar 1 UZJpr9diotabillty - • t, re. But tory 

it C ar joriv or the J 

r ra ot I.rul, { 

opla will, 1n 

llw 01 tside t jor of ae will 11 n it.ed 



te • The 

oti 

t 

t 

is i'A) ... 0 

orld 

t 

ll 

r 

rti i lly 

t 

o he S tf, o T 

• 
o r road- o lrili h, I 

incro 

nti t 

th of ter • 

1 to the t olo _ 11.n. 

int st to 

n t tot.a_ lLfle 

both ins!, 

nh l n n t 

rlrt . Tn 

, t 

, 

t. r C ntry• 

a ou side ot Pal• 

rt n t ot 

of , uni

.fi...n.1. ly 

,hi 

le illu i to the sicist 

Religion i 

ound t lo , _,._ 

r on 1~ st or 11. or t ro-

i d pth d purity and To11lot O 8CUraDt1 and itll 

exalte he hie•, r lity, 

d i o day nnv before. , Gt ie 1 r b;y tar to 

at philosophic, o1 ntiftc th .... -p ... t r y 

......,.A~... to conei w:1. Aristotle, ar birol w1 th 

na Cohen Iii r.at, or ollan ~ .th Ill 0 



llor 1 the aey da r th t the underqin approach ot L1. r ~da1 11 

rti r eolip• in t • l.1ke]y to wi thr ugh 

to wide acceptanoe b7 our ople tor 1 t 1 ot t ic all 
.. , and to extent ot then d8 ot each ,t 0 8 t 

to oh th l1f xcept 

when 1 t a driven 1 olatio. • Intellect l.:cy culturally our peopl 

voluntarily ghettoi"4 it.aelt. t.;tberal. Jud.molo6" .... 

of Uvin Ju 1 to utill c 

po•· 

nact tha re ti 

expert nee • Y ster 

dom1na tca>rrow. 

the 

to survive bu to grow 

1 

org n1 

[ cert.ain~ no ~,.,., if not __ ,. ... ..,.,~-

t 

s applied 

to va 

l tr& ·.ti n 

the unchanging pur-

etioea through t s 

ct con ct and 

, bu it cannot diaplaoe todq nor 

mor. than 150 0 

CApaclt not o~ 

y, lty ot ot J . , 

j rn nt year 1-
cular:cy- it ha d8 hstantJ.al gra pro 8 d CCIDDIAl'ldi n achi ve-

nt to it 

our future. 

,ut 

iorld, nd c ly no t r 

, ver be n ea :, in the 

true 
ourvival. It had tc etru lo to ' it e __ j ....... n..t11,!!ll ....... in the 110rldJ 1n ancient 

t • againet pa ni.• am idolatry, :u1 . die l n persecution and pro-
oeripti011, m in mod rn t a f , u t,er lis, NCUlari and tbil alluremnt• 

or ape tasy. ~on it tollolrera, l v all the 

·• t· termaot 
spiritual exoee a, or aterltiee 

tt.. thie dq 1e mt too difficult tor thN.• It• demanda wre in tel'll8 ot atruala 



d sacz-1.f'ict tor : ntablishbmt or t ¥.ingdom G 

o r-v 

ou.13 i t , 'tl ir • ntiI .;; 

and thoi:r l") lj/•.---,• r ~•1da.:.:." ! 'S • •• !'\ .he,,accepta;,·- UJ. 1 ~ l. __ 
1 µ 6--c.-<--<" ~ ':fJ.jI, a.d ~ tk,t ;-2nd . .{ll-(A<I\_ ~ 

.. Ki.1.1gd,1 or Ood" . ·.i.n a rt.1 anr1ae i ·c,- ~- A" ·:;id1 

.;lorio _..,...,._, o • 11 ot. r o • ·--··- • 
~~ 

Ja • i i no • .,, ~ o I pl:q • ,.. • c o,.;. .. 
A 

0 

11 and pol all i 

t long trav· ' l rt 

ill -lon 

10 .• 

o! d a :;r;s 

lili • G t :ud 

f"-a io .,., 

• 

11 1 J lo · 

di ficult ~y 

f :th. Nri t 

C 1ot ~ C a ::.n 

1 1 . .. lie! n n . 

t. e pon i h1n 

1 in o"iety • 

le But • l. i 1 no t.1 ir A A rJ.4: 

t., ,-,;rt, l 10 

• 
rp d s 

Tp l . th s ·:L. do.0 

"'TfJ the 

t;r hip, os., cia 

90 ' . to ~ optio-i -• T. op t t 

•luir OJ. uo .v r t.o ··..n·· ., J, 
• 9 , 

00 ·t "'!: in 

tr.at 1 :-a:rt 

corr.-r ot on ' lit' • ton.,• 1:1 '1- i i "id 1, 



I• afraid, too , that we haw not made the aynago centml in c.Tm.lh 

coamunit;y lito, binh is today more secular t at nrv- ti in Jn·an hiat,ry.[Tht 

synagogue is o t periphery, tolerated, at t • ewn indulged, but 'the real dil

igent nd centra1 aetirlty in our coanu:na:.. l1fe bas to do with charity and rell t 

whioh, in the lwa, are ,mdou.btedly noble an nece sary- ctin.til , but which in 

Jerisb life re lways looked upon ae derivati • tr deeper source, spokes 

adiating tr a central hnb which wo alnye t oym.gogI1e and tl r ligio\19 a hoo0 

In .rnct, the aynagogue iteel.£ baa bee ,/:entr1c. n ir. our synago 11 

have mt made stud;y, teaching and worship t.he <;en ral pi.rpo • It ie 1n a multi-

plicity of actiVities - recreational, •cul.ar n.i -philanthropic - that look 

tor a aenoe of accomplishment and cceoa. ecau • wa tin ouraolvea hard-preoaed 

to many co.'"ltrivances 

tivitie lxi llUa?rc,il 

r 
neat atu~ ni the consecrated :t;e 

about ua, e ha resorted 

tor devou pray9r, ar

whioh t.he synagogue has al-

-v• existed. They 81.ona ware t-!;.o lampa wniob burned in ell our nights. 

( Is it that we have beer. cl.lowing the line of least. resistance in eve.ey di.rec-

tion? If so, n we are tru~,. naced ~ within. The extern&l evidence ~ our 

argan:l.za:tiODal prosperity which hsv r•8\A.ltad l.ar 17 trom the tly increased 

peaceful am proeperoua Jewish popul&tiGn in the United State• eho ld not beguile 

ua into hasty conclusions conoernin the inner trengt and aaundne of American 

Ju.dai•· D. 1d read danger signals th tact that only a miaority' ot thl J-

ot the untt.ed tatea are att1liat.d nth the aynago , that onq a .. 11 minority 

or tbea are in attendance at -,rahip in the synagogue and that an ewn u.r min-

oritq ot tile• are educated Jen in the aenae ot being at ho 1n tba lite and 1ont, 

the historr ute.. .... ture o~ the11' J)l(>Jl)t . J 
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BY 

DR. ABBA HILLEL SILVER, RABBI OF THE TEMPLE, CLEVELAND, OHIO 

* * * * * * * 

AT THE DEDICATION 

OCCASION: DEDICATION OF THE NEW HOME OF THE UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW 
CONGREGATIONS 

TIME: 
DATE: 
PLACE: 

11:30 p.m.-12 midnight 
Saturday, October 27, 1951 
Station WNBC, New York City, and the coast-to-coast NBC 
Network 

******************* 

Further reprints of this radio address are available in limited 

quantities. If desired, please send name and address of party to 

whom address is to be sent. Not more than one copy of the address 

can be sent to any one person. Thank you for your interest in this 

historical occasion. 
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THE NATIONAL FEDERATION OF TEMPLE DROTHERHOODS 
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Address Delivered at the Dedication of the 

HOUSE OF1 LIVING JUDAISM 

Hotel Statler 
New York City 

October 27, 1951 

By 
Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 

'Phe Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

The House of Living Judaism which the Union of American 

Hebrew Congregations is dedicating this weekend bears a very ap-
here 

propriate and aus Jicious name. "Nomen est omen. 11 The accent/ is 

on living Judaism. Thia House is dedicated to the living faith 

of a life-enchanted people whose God is a God of life, whose 

Torah is a Tree of Life, and whos 

preme affirmation of life. n 

Our people and our faith have lo 

1 doctrines are a au

I 
I 

lived in the deep shadows. 

They were sore beset in our day and the cords of death encompassed 

them. But they have now come away from the shadows. They have 

emerged into the light of a new and more hopeful day. They are 

again walking free in the land of the living. 

Great forces converged time and again to destroy both Juda

ism and the Jewish people. Assimilation threatened the one; 

anti-Semitism the other. In our day these forces reached their 

cataclysmic climax. They took a frightful toll. We suffered 

millions of casualties. But both Judaism and the Jewish people 

emerged, scathed and scarred to be sure, by the most brutal on

slaught in their history, but unbeaten and undefeated. They have 

now recoiled from weakness to strength, and as so often in the 

past, following changes of fortune and dangerous experiences, 
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t ney have r esumed their historic march again with greater confi -

dence than ever before. 

In the newly established State of Israel, the millennial 

hope of our people for national restoration found, in our day, 

its blessed anchorage. Everywhere our people are bouyed up wi t h 

a new-found pride and dignity, and with the prospect of exciting 

new beginnings. 

Judaism, too, has experienced a marked revival which 1s re

flected in increased congregational membership, in new syna

gogues and schools, and in general expansion. 

Thus, the prophets of doom who foretold the extinction of 

Judaism with the disappearance of the sheltering ghetto walls 

and the physical and spiritual collapse of the Jewish people as 

a result of the monstrous Nazi can ge a~e again been proven 

to have seen empty visions and t o 1Vined falsely. The 

Psalmist's paean of triumphant life 1 choing in our hearts 

"I shal 1 not die but live to declare the deeds of the Lord." 

There is deathlessness in the faith which is Judaism, and as 

long as our people remain loyal to it, they share in its immortal

ity. 

It is with a clearer vision that we now can see the road 

ahead, now that so many of its road-blocks have been removed. 

We are now convinced, for example, that there 1s no refuge 

for our people in assimilation. The friendly world does not ask 

for it; the hostile world spurns it. This is a bitter lesson 

from our credulous past which we are not likely to forget. There 

is no appeasing the enemy through self-effacement and self-denial. 

His purpose is not to absorb us but to destroy ua. He hates the 

modern, thoroughly Westernized Jew even more than other Jews. Dr. 

Walter Frank, who was Director of the Reich Institute for the 
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History of the New Germany, declared: "It will always remain a 

task of paramount importance to unveil the so-called'noble, 1 

educated, 'German' Jew and to expose him as the most dangerous 

type of alien parasite. It is easy to show a Galic1an Jew as a 

member of the l'Asiatic horde' on European soil. This is harder 

when the 'Asiatic' meets us in the civilized form of a Baruch 

Spinoza, a Moses Mendelssohn, or a Friedrich Gundolf, or an 

Albert Einste~n~ a Maximilian Harden, Walter Rathenau or a 

Benjamin Disraeli." 

Anti-Semites of this type cannot be appeased or answered. 

They can only be destroyed, and they attend to their own destruc

tion. The free world does not call for the physical amalgamation 

of peoples, only for their voluntary cooperation for their com-

mon good. The free world does not 0 en to surrender their 

historic faiths - only to live up . 1 Freedom of faith 
I 

and worship is one of the basic right 0£ civilized society. 

Black, brown and red dictatorships dread it and suppress it. 

Nor is there security for us or meaning or dignity in fight

ing anti- · Semitiem as such or in hectically defending our loyalty 

or proclaiming our patriotism from the housetops. , No fair

minded man questions our loyalty and no bigot will ever be per

suaded of 1 t. 

Our security lies in uniting with all right-minded men, to 

defend our society against all demagogues and political adven

turers and against the conditions which give these enemies of the 

free society their opportunity. Our security lies in fighting 

poverty, injustice, inequality, and above all, war and the 

things which lead to war. It is in the championing of the great 

ethical and spiritual traditions of Judaism which we have shared 

with the rest of the world - for our faith was born not for 
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ourselves alone but for the whole world - and in our loyal carry 

ing out of its mandates and commitments that our fundamental 

security lies. 

Again we have learned, I believe, that there is nose

curity for our people and, for that matter, for any people in 

scientific progress alone, for more knowledge does not mean 

more goodness, more tolerance or more brotherhood in the world. 

The great slaughtering of our people took place in the 

most scientifically advanced country in the world - Germany, 

and the progress of the centuries did not attenuate the viru

lence of intolerance. In the middle of the 17th century one

third of the Jews of Europe were massacred. In the middle of 

the 20th century two-th~rds were massacred 

Likewise, we shall not find secu~i y i rmal political 

democracy. Democratic institutions succ hen the spirit 

which informed them languishes. These fo~ are actually ex

ploited by those whose purpose is to destroy democracy. The 

dictators who bestride our world today and who have destroyed 

every vestige of freedom and human rights in their countries 

have all proclaimed themselves to be the very champions and 

defenders of democracy. With the decay of the spiritual foun

dations of society 1n our generation, the foundations of democ

racy, . too, have begun to crumble. Thomas Jefferson foresaw such 

a development and warned against it. 11 Can the liberties of a 

nation be thought secure," he asked, "when we have removed their 

only firm basis - a conviction 1n the minds of the people that 

their liberties are the gift of God"? 

Freedom and security for us and for mankind lodge where the 

prophets of Israel discovered them, in a faithful covenant with 

the living God. 
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Our recent experiences have also taught us that there is no 

refuge for the soul of our people, especially for the souls of 

our intellectual sons and daughters, in the economic messianism 

of the 20th century any more than their predecessors found it 

in the internationalism and enlightenment of the 19th. These 

movements in thought and in soc1ety are no surrogate for Judaism. 

They should be weighed, measured and corrected by the ethical 

code of Judaism and by the techniques of human progress which 

Judaism has evolved. But they do not displace Judaism. An 

ancient faith such as ours which has witnessed mighty changes in 

human history and has been able to distill out of the turbulent 

centuries a patient and profound wisdom, 1s in position to give 

the idealist and the crusader for righteousness not only a com-

pass and a chart, but also a pr 

criterion against error and de u~~~ ,.-..~ ~ in defeat, proud com-

fort and reassurance. ~0 
~. - • 

Those who center all their hopes.!--1.n a given economic system 

or in the mood and temper of an age are destined to find them

selves betrayed, for no system can fully realize the high hopes 

of a man and the mood of an age changes rapidly with the change 

in its political and economic fortunes. Judaism is concerned 

not with systems or with any economic or political dogmatism, but 

with the safeguarding of the moral principles of justice, mercy 

and freedom which every age must be challenged to work into such 

institutions as will best satisfy its needs. Judaism, which is 

in the nature of a permanent social and spiritual revolution, 1s 

concerned with eternal ideals which must be constantly approxi

mated but which can never be fully realized. Neither the rule 

of king, demos or proletariat is aurriQ1~nt insurance against -abuse of power, the ruthless exploitation of man and the defeat 
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of the spiritual promises of human life. 

Those of our intellectuals who in the last generation de

toured away from Judaism and the Jewish community in their quest 

for sho~t-cuts to the millennium found to their consternation 

and sorrow at the end of their road either a Hitler or a Stalin. 

Many of these intellectuals have retraced their steps and have 

found their way back to their people and their faith, some 

penitently, some condescendingly, others expecting the fatted -

calf to be killed in celebration of their return. Others un

fortunately have remained permanent spiritually displaced per

sons, forever seeking the lost half of their divided beings. 

We have also come to understand that there is no survival 

for our people in the Diaspora except in and through Judaism. I 

mean, of course, a dignified and pup sefu urvival, for a 

people can drag out an 1nglor1ous a ea n less existence al-

most indefinitely. We shall not be abl t0 survive as a secular 

nationality group in the Diaspora, especially in those countries, 

like the United States, where there are no minority nationality 

groups determined to preserve their cultural identities. Free

dom will accelerate the process of disintegration, and perse

cution may retard it, but the process is inevitable. 

The establishment of the State of Israel is undoubtedly 

one of the most significant and magnificent events in Jewish 

history. With it we have reached one of the great stages in 

our history. Its importance will not be isolated in time nor 

limited to Israel. It is too early for us to foresee all its 

spreading and deepening influences in the future. It will un

doubtedly affect all Jewish life in the Diaspora, and no attempts 

to isolate it from the rest of world Jewry will succeed. The 

contacts and the influences will be continuous and increasing. 
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They will, of course, be non-political. We shall not belabor 

this point just because others are inclined to distort it. But 

it would be a mistake to assume that the State of Israel will 

preserve Judaism either inside or outside of Israel. This is a 

task all of its own which the Jews of the world must carry on in 

the future as in the past. This applies also to the Jews of the 

State of Israel. They need Judaism quite as much as we do. A 

political state cannot be counted upon to preserve our spiritual 

heritage. There was danger of the extinction of Judaism even 

within ancient Palestine, and the seers and prophets and the 

spiritually faithful had to fight desperately hard for its 

preservation against powerful assimilationist tendencies there. 

It is good for our clear confronting of this universal 

task of vitalizing and preserving Ju a am ~M the State of 

Israel has been established and that t e co troversy which raged 

around its establishment has finally bee resolved. Liberal 

Judaism unfortunately spent too much time and energy in fighting 

Zionism. It took it too long a time to arrive at the conclu

sion that opposition to Zionism was not an integral part of the 

philosophy or the purposes of Liberal Judaism. This issue for

tunately is now closed. There are, of course, the intransigent ·, 

few who are still flogging the horse of this dead controversy, 

out of habit, I presume, or out of dudgeon, but where their· · 

efforts are not mischievous, they are quite silly and futile. 

The State of Israel is there and will, by the grace of God, con

tinue. The Jews of the world will continue to take pride in it 

and to support it. Jews from all parts of the world who in the 

days to come will wish to migrate there or who may have to - for 

who can forecast the future or foresee the course of events in 



-8-

our people's history distinguished for its unpredictability -

will find a welcoming home there. But it is clear that the maj

ority of the Jewish people will, 1n the foreseeable future, live 

outside the borders of Israel, and the majority of these will 

live in the United States. These Jews will continue in the 

future as in the past to be loyal and patriotic citizens and to 

participate fully and eagerly in the total life of their country. 

But the problem and the duty of preserving Judaism, the faith of 

our fathers, and the great traditions of our people which were 

moulded both inside and outside of Palestine through the long 

centuries will remain the challenge and the opportunity of the 

Jewish people everywhere - here, in Israel, and throughout the 

world. To see all this clearly is to serve the best interests 

of the State of Israel, the Jewish comm nities of the world and 

of Judaism. 
., 

There are a few other road-blocks hion, I believe, have 
generally 

been removed : . There is no danger that Judaism or religion/ 

will be antiquated by the advances which science will make and 

by increased knowledge concerning the nature of the universe. 

The mechanistic explanation of the universe seems to have been 

definitely abandoned by scientists today. The deeper they 

probe into the mysteries of matter, of life and of consciousness, 

the more untenable become the material explanations of them and 

the closer they arrive at judgments which approximate the truths 

which religion intuitively proclaimed. The world of physics is 

no less mysterious than the world of religion, and the nature 

of matter 1s no less illusive to the physicist than the nature 

of God is to the theologian. 

Religion is no longer on the defensive and Judaism leaat 

of all. For its profound theology, remarkable in depth and 
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purity and devoid of obscurantism and its exalted perennially 

fresh ethics, never detached from life nor remote from reality, 

have been vindicated in our day as never before. It is easier 

by far to harmonize Judaism with the beat philosophic and scien

tific thought of our day than Maimonides experienced in his er~ . 

fort to reconcile Judaism with Aristotle, or Ibn Gabirol with 

neo-Platcn1sm, Hermann Cohen with Kant, or Nachman Krochmal with 

Hegel. 

Nor is there any danger that the underlying approach of 

Liberal Judaism will suffer eclipse in the days to come. On 

the contrary. It seems likely to win through to wide acceptance 

by our people for it is of the very genius of Judaism which in 

all ages, and to the extent of the needs of each age, modified 

its forms without doing violence to essential integrity. 

Judaism was always in touch with e ~&xc ept when it was driven 

into isolation. Intellectually and ulturally our people never 

voluntarily ghettoized itself. Liberal Judaism has applied an 

immemorial tradition of living Judaism to utilize changing forms 

in order to advance the unchanging purpose. The many modulations 

in Jewish institutions and practices through the ages reflect the 

reactions of a living organism to the stresses of new contacts 

and new experiences. Yesterday is necessary to Judaism, but 

it cannot displace today nor dominate tomorrow. Liberal Judaism 

has demonstrated during more than 150 years of the most tur

bulent and revolutionary period in Jewish history, its capacity 

not only to survive but to grow and expand, and to retain the 

loyalty of great hosts of Jews, certainly no less, if not more 

than other forms of Judaism. In recent years particularly it 

has made substantial and gratifying progress and has commanding 

achievements to its credit. 
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It is, therefore, with clearer vision and greater confid

ence that we can face our future. 

But we muat never forget that the road of religion has 

never been easy in the world, and certainly not the road of 

Judaism. Judaism always had to struggle for survival. It had 

to struggle to make its message heard in the world; in ancient 

times against paganism and idolatry, 1n medieval times against 

persecution and proscription, and in modern times against 

materialism, secularism and the allurements of apostasy. Juda

ism always made great demands upon its followers, as have all 

the great religions of mankind. The demands which Judaism made 

were not in terms of spiritual excesses, of austerities or 

asceti~ism "This commandment which I command thee this day is 

not too difficult for thee. 11 Ite eman a re in terms of 

struggle and sacrifice for the eatab 

God on earth. The adherents of cruda~s were called upon to 

serve God "with all their hearts, with all their souls and with 

all their might," with their whole nature, their entire substance 

and their very lives. Judaism has always meant the acceptance of 

"the burden of the Kingd,om of God." In a real sense it is a 

burden but one which lifts all other burdens from the human 

soul. It is a burden which makes man free in the glorious ser

vice of God, and redeems him from all other forms of human ser

vitude. Judaism is not an easy-going theosophy which offers us 

maximum peace of mind with a minimum of religious discipl~ne. 

Rather ia it a call to battle upon all that ia evil within us 

and upon all that is evil in society. It is impossible to 

realize this without the long travail of the soul, without 

stripes and wounds and without, at times, being despised and 

rejected of man. But the faithful will not hold their peace 

• 
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nor seek peace for themselves unt i l righteousness "goeth forth as 
brightness and aa a burning torch. 11 Judaism means not only self-

discipline and social effort, but also a life-long regimen of 
learning and teaching, of replenishing and augmenting oneself 
spiritually and of transmitting the accumulated knowledge, ex
perience and insights of oneself and of ones' forebears to the 
next generation. Judaism means school and home as well as syna
gogue and the building of the good society. Judaism is a system 
of duties, commandments and commitments. It is a distinctive 

pattern of life. It is quest and action. "All that the Lord 
hath said we will do." 

I am afraid that many of our people have turned to Liberal 

Judaism not for the maximum challenge which it offers, but for 

the minimum demands which it makes - minimum education, minimum 
worship, minimum observances, few renunciations and fewer com-

mitments. Most everything seems to be optional. The opinion is 
widespread that Liberal Judaism does n t require of us ever to 
row against the tide. Whatever is d~ f cult may be abandoned. 

But convenience has never been the a o ~ conquering faith. 

Nor is it the way of spiritual growth nor yet of survival. A 
dynamic faith cannot be tucked away in a corner of one's life. 

If ones• religion is incidental, it 1s no religion at all. 

I am afraid, too, that we have not made the synagogue cen

tral in our Jewish community life, which is today more secular 
than at any time 1n Jewish history. The synagogue is on the 
periphery, tolerated, at times even indulged, but the real dili-

gent and central activity in our communal life has to do with 
charity and relief which, in themselves, are undoubtedly noble 

and necessary activities, but which in Jewish life were always 
looked upon as derivatives from a deeper source, as spokes 

radiating from a central hub which was always the synagogue and 

the religious school . 
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In fact, the synagogue itself has become acentric. Even in 

our synagogues we have not made study, teaching and worship the 

central purposes. It is in a multiplicity of activities - re

creational, secular and semi-philanthropic - that we look for a 

sense of aceo:mplishment and success. Because we find ourselves 

hard-pressed and are worried at the evidences of negligence and 

drift about us, we have resorted to many contrivances which will, 

however, not avail us in the long run. A whirl of activities and 

numerous melodious trifles are no · substitute for devout prayer, 

earnest study and the consecrated teaching of Judaism for which 

the synagogue has always existed. They alone were the lamps 

which burned in all our nights. 

Ia it that we have been following the line of least resist-

ance in every direction? If ~~___,..__,,,._--. truly menaced from 

within. The external evidences of o a izational prosperity 

which have resulted largely from the g a~ly increased peaceful 

and prosperous Jewish population in the United States should not 

beguile us into hasty conclusions concerning the inner strength 

and soundness of American Judaism. We should read as danger 

signals the fact that only a minority of the Jews of the United 

States are affiliated with the synagogue, that only a small 

minority of them are in attendance at worship in the synagogue 

and that an even smaller minority of these are educated Jews 

in the sense of being at home in the life and lore, the history 

and literature of their people. 

But if these deficiencies exiet, they can be corrected. 

That which is wanting in our life aan be filled. Given loyalty 

and devotion on our part, boldness and tenacity, we can face the 

future confidently, provided we race it also with candor and 

frankness and resolution. That is why the dedication of this 

• 
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Houee of Living Judaism 1s such a welcome event. It is ex-

pressing the determination of the Union of American Hebrew 

Congregations, which represents the organized forces of Liberal 

Jews in the United States ,to face the future with loyalty and 

candor and will. The Union hopes that this House will become a 

dynamo of spiritual energy for American Judaism. The Union 

understands the problem and has a program for action. It pro

poses expansion in all fields of education, lay and rabbinic, 

youth and adult, for teachers and leaders alike. It aims to em

ploy increasingly the written and the spoken word and the most 

effective channels of communication to bring the message of 

Judaism to our own people and to our fellow citizens of all 

faiths. It proposes to stimulate the organization of • ... new 

congregations for the unaffiliateQ new schools and new centers 

of effective Jewish communit 

affiliated in congregations, 1 - t: assist by offering 

fruitful and significant _program~ rojects to their men's 

and women's organizations and their youth groups. 

This House of Living Judaism which we are now dedicating 

is earnest of all these resolves. It is a banner raised high 

for a forward-moving, upward-mounting army of the faithful, 

advancing in the name of God, with a new hope in their hearts 

for the progress of man, the destiny of the people of Israel, 

and the salvation of mankind. 



Address Delivered at the Dedication oft 

HOUSE OF LIVING JUDA.ISM 

Hotel Statler 
New York City 

October 27, 1951 

By 
Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 

The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

The House of Living Judaism which the Union of American Hebrew Congregatio1s 

is dedicating this weekend bears a very appropriate and auspicious name• •romen 

est omen." The accent here is on living Judaism. This House is dedicated to the 

living faith of a life-enchanted people whose God is a God of life, whose Torah is 

a Tree of Life, and whose ethical doctrines are a supreme affirmation of life. 

/ our people and our faith have 1ong lived in the deep shadows. They were sore ., 
beset in our day and the cords of death enco"""""''~' 

away from the shadows• They er ed in 

ful day. They are again walki n he la 
.,. .... -,;;-

ght of a new and a more hope
,{Y 

6 the living. 

Great forces converged time and again to destroy both Judaism and the Jewish 

people. Assimilation threatened the one; anti-Semitism the other. In our day these 

forces reached their cataclysmio climax. They took a frightful toll. We suffered 

millions of casualties. But both Judaism and the Jewish people emerged, scathed 

and scarred to be sure by he moLt brutal onslaught in thei history, but unbeat n 

and undefeated• They have no recoiled fran wealmess to strength, and as o often 

in the past, following changes of fortune and dangerous experiences, they have re--
,..,_ 

sumed their historic march again with greater confidence~ thanAbefor • 

.,,- In the new~~tate of Israel, the millenial hope of our people for 

national restoration found, in our day, its blessed anchor ge. Everywhere our 

people is buoyed up with a new-found pride and dignity, and with the prospect of 

exciting ne beginnings. 
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states. These Jews will continue in the future as in the past to be loyal and patri

otic citizens and to participate fully and eagerly in the tot.l life of their country. 

But the problem and the duty of preserving Judaism, the faith of our father, and 

the great traditions of our people which were moulded both inside and outside of Pal

es ine through~ long centuries will remain the challenge and the opportunity of 
. -

the Jewish p ple here, in Israel, and throughout the world. To eee all this clearly 
I 

is to serve the best interests of the State of Israel, the Jewish communities of the 

world and of Judaism. 

There are a few other road-blocks which, I believe, have been removed. There 

is no danger that Judaism or religion generally will be antiquated by the advances 

which science will make and by increased knowledge concerning the nature of the uni

verse. The mechani tic explanation of the universe seems to have been definitely 

aband:> ned by scientists today• 

of life and of consciousness, the more un e 

them and the closer they arrive at judgments 
r-

to the mysteries of matter, 

e the Material explanations of 
I 
I 

wproximate the truths which re-.,, 
~"-,~ ' 

ligion intuitively proclaimed. The world of physics is no less mysterious than the 

world of religion, and the nature of Matter is no less illusive to the physicist 

than the nature of God is to the theologian. 

Religion is no longer on the de£ensive and Judaism least of alle For its pro

found theology, remarkable in depth and purity and devoi(of obscurantism and its 

exa.lted,perennially .fresh ethics, never detached from life nor remote from reality, 

have been v:..ndicated in our day as never before. It is easier by £ar to harmonize 

Judai&m.with the best philosophic and scientific thought of our day than aimonides 

experienced in his effort to reconcile Judaism with Aristotle I or Ibn Gabirol with 

neo-Platonism, Hermann Cohen with Kant, or Nachman Krochmal with Hegel. 
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)(or is there any clanger that the underlying approach of Liberal Judaism will 

suffer eclipse in the days to come . on the contrary. It seems likely to win through 

to wide acceptance by our neople for it is of the very nius of ~J.daism which in all 

ages , and to the extent of the needs of each age , modified its forms without doing 

violence to its essential integrity. Judaism was always in touch w:i. th life except 

when it was driven into isolatior . Intellectualzy and culturally our ~ople never 

of living Judaism to utilize changing forms in order to advanc the unchanging pur

pose . The many modulations in Jewish institutions and practices through the ages 

reflect the reactio~s of a living organism to the stresses of new contacts and new 

experiences . Y .... st erday i nee ssary to Ju ism, but it cannot d.:.. p e.r oda" noi• 

dominate tomorrow. 'beral -daism has 

the most turbul nt 

c rtainly no less, if not 

during more t ,~ .. .... / year of 

tory, its capacity not only 

l oyalty of great host of Jews, 

In recent years parti-

cularly it has ma.de substantial and gratifying progress and has commanding achieve

ments to it, credit. 

It i , therefore, wi h clear r vision and 

oar future . 

But vre must never forget that the road of religion has never been e as in the 

world, and ertainly not the road of Judaism. Judaism always hed to struggle for 

survival. It had to s ruggle to make its message heard in the world; in ancient 

t· es against paganism and i olatry , in medieval times a a.inst pers cution 8nd p~o

scription , and in modern times against materialism, secularism and the allurements 

of apostasy. Judaism always made great demands upon its foll01,ers , as have all the 

great religion of mankind. The demand which Judaism made were not in terms of 

spiritual exces s , of fUS erities or ascetism. "This commandment which I command 

thee this day is not too ci.i£f'cult for thee . " Its demands were in terms of struggle 
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and sacrific,f_for the establishment of the Kingdom of God on earth. The adherents 

of Judaism were called upon to serve God ttwi th all their hearts, with all their 

souls and with all their might" 1 with their whole nature, their entire substance 

~ and their very lives. 

the Kingdom of God"• 

Judaism has always meant the acceptance of rtth1, ~~en of ~ 
~~~~~b 

In a real sense it is a burden which makes man free in the - " 
glorious service of God, and redeems him from all other forms of lmall!rr. servitude• 

Judaism is not an easy-going theosophy which offera~~Y.J:,~";,f mind w.i. th a minimum 
I\ 

of religious discipline. Rather is it a call to battle updn all that ls evil within 

us and upon all that is evil in society. It is impossible to realize this \llli. thout 

the long travail of the soul, without stripes and wounds and without, a.t times, be

ing despised and rejected of men. But the faithful will not hold their peace nor 

seek peace for themselves until righteous es s "goeth forth as brightnes and as a 

burning torch." Judaism means not 6nly s 

,, 

self spiritually and of trans~ ting t~e 

and social effort., but also 

ishing and augmenting one rs 

owledge, experience and in-

sights of one 1s self and of one's forebea s to the next generation. Judaism means 

school and home as well as synagogue and the building of the good society. Judaism 

is a~ duties.,commandments and commitments. It is a distinctive pattern of 

life. It is quest and action. "All that the Lord hath said we will do.u 

I am afraid that many of our people have turned to liberal Judaism not for the 

maximum challenge which it offers, but for the minimum demands which it makes -

minimum ed~tion1 minimum worship, minimum observances 1 few renunciations and fewer 

commitments. Most everything seems to be optional. The opinion is widespread that 

Liberal Judaism does not require of us ever to row against the tide. Whatever is 

difficult may be abandoned. But convenience has never been the way of a conquering 

faith. Nor is it the way of spiritual growth nor yet of survival. A dynamic faith 

cannot be tucked away in a corner of one's life. If one•s religion is incidental, 

it is no religion at all. 
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I am afraid,. too, that we have not made the synagogue central in our Jewish 

community life, which is today more secular than at any time in Jewish history. Tte 

synagogue is on the periphery, tolerated, at times even indulged, but the real dil-

igent and~~,ctivity in our communal lile has to do with charity and relief ::, 

which, in themselves, are undoubtedly noble and necessary activities, but which in 

Jewish life were always looked upon as derivatives from a deeper source, as spokes 

eadiating from a central hub which was always the synagogue and the religious school • 

1 In fact, the synagogue itself has become afeentrie. Even in our synagogues we 

have not made study, teaching and worship the central purposes. It is in a multi

plicity of activities - recreational, secular am semi-philanthropic - that we look 

for a sense of accomplishment and success. Because we find ourselves hard-pressed 

..,, 
nest study an:i the consecrated teaching o Judai l for which the synagogue has al-

ways existed. They alone were the lamps which burned in all our nights. 

Is it that we have been following the line of least resistance in every direc

tion? If so, then we are truly menaced :f'rom within. The external evidences of our 

organizational prosperity which have resulted largely from the greatly increased 

peaceful and prosperous Jewish population in the United States should not beguile 

us into hasty conclusions concerning the inner strength and soundness of American 

Judaism. we should read as dang r signals the fact that only a minority of the Jews 

of the United States are affiliated with the synagogue, that only a small minority 

of them are in attendance at worship in the synagogue and that an even smaller min

ority of these are educated Jews in the sense of being at home in the life and lore, 

/ the history and literature of their people• 
_...~ 

.I 
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But if these deficiencies exist, they can be corrected• That which is wanting 

in our life can be filled. Given loyalty and devotion on our part, boldness and tEl'l

acity, we can face the future confidently, provided we face it alsowith candor and 

franlmess and resolution. That is why the dedication of this House of riving Juda

ism is such a welcome event. It is expressing the determination of the Union of 

American Hebrew Congregatj ons, which represents the organized forces of Liberal Jews 

in the united States to face the future with loyalty and candor and will. The Union 

hopes that this House 'Will become a dynamo of spiritual energy for American Judaisn. 

The Union understands the problem and has a program for action. It proposes expan

sion in all fields of education, lay and rabbinic, youth and adult, for teachers and 

leaders alike . It aims to employ increasingly the written and the spoken word and 

the most effective channels of communicati n 

own people and to our fellow citizen 0£ a 

organi~ation of new congreg~ ions for the 

of Judaisn to our 

proposes to stimulate the 

new schools and new centers 

are affiliated in congrega-

tion:5, it aims to assist by offering .f'ruit ul ~.nd significant :i:rograms and projects 

to t,heir men 1 s and women•s organizations and their youth groups. 

This House of Living Judaism which we are now dedicating is earnest of all 

these resolves• It is a banner raised high for a forward- moving, upward-mounting army 

of the faithful, advancing in the name of God, with a new hope in their hearts for 

the progress of man, the destiny of the people of Israel, and the salvation of man-



Dr. alter Frank, ·rector of the Reich rnstitu e for the History of the Jew Germanyi 

It will always remain a task of paramount importanc to unveil the so-
called "noble", educated, "Germa " Je and to expose him as t mos't 
dan erous type of alien parasite. It is easy to show a Qa.lician Je 
as a member of the •Asiatic horde" on Europ an soil. This is harder 
when the "Asiatic" mee s us in the civilized fonn of a aruch S inoza, 
a Moses .endelssohn, of a Friedrich Gundolf, or an Albert instein , a 
axi lian Hard n, Walter Rathcnau or a enjamin israeli. 

Thomas Jefferson: 

Can the liberties of a nation be thought. secure when we have removed 
their only firm basis - a conviction in the minds of the people that 
their liberties are the ·rt of God? 

WI 
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Address Delivered at the Dedication of the 

HOUSE OF UVING JUDAISM 

Rote 1 Statler 
New York, New York 
October 27 1 1951 

By 
Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 

The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

The House of Living Judaism which the Union of American Hebrew Congregations 

is dedicating this weekend bears a very appropriate and auspicious name. "Nomen 

~ 
est omen." The accent is on~ ving Judaism. This House is dedicated to the living 

faith of a life-~le whose God is a God of life, whose Torah is a Tree of 

Life, and whose ethical~;J;;;~":; are a supreme affirmation of life. 

our people and our faith have long ;Lived in the deep shadows. They were sore 

beset in our day and the cords of death encqi~~~~~ But they have now come 
.....:::::=w-=-. -

away from the shadows. They have emerged i...+."- t"""..-..-"1.,f'-1 .. ~"' ... l'Ploll,.iot of a new and a more hopeful 

day. They a re again walking .tree in the an ~R ,4 

d:_ '~,,r'(\ 

Great forces converge/' time an agatn to destroy both Judaifml and the Jewish 

people. Assimilation threatened the one; anti-Semitism the other. In our day these 

forces reached their cataclysmic climax. They took a :frightful toll. We suffered 

millions of casualties. But both Judaism and the Jewish people emerged11'Cathed and 

scarred, 1n be sure ,-:Ef!R. by the most brutal onslaught in their history I but unbeaten 

~ 
and undefeated. They have now recoiled from weakness to strength/ --:Ard as so often 

in the pasttl,,,~g changes of fortune and dangerous exper:~ they have re

sumed t hei~rch a gain '&'h.~:rngJ, h:1-ete!":,,. with greater confidence than before. 

In the newly founded State of Israel, the ttfllenial hope of our people for 

national restoration found, in our day, its blessed anchorage . Everywhere our people 

is buoyed up with a new-found pride and dignity, and with the prospect of exciting 

new beginnings . 
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Judaism, too, has experienced a marked revival which is reflected in i ncrea.sed 

congregational membership, in new synagogues and schools, and in general expansion. 

Thu, the prophets of doom who foretold the extinction of Judaism with the 

disappearance of the sheltering ghetto walls and the physical and spiritual co]).apse 
~a--A~~~ 

of the Jewish f10p~e as a result of the monstrou8 Nazi carnage twv~- a~ain ·seen OfM:i'. 
1t; ~►~~ , .,le~--. '/_ !M'v wrr'IJ~ M ~ Q#Dcv ~ 

empty visions 8nd /i vined falsely. The Psalmist~ ma~ in our he~!s· .. 12:iit. i 

"T shall not die but live to declare the deeds of the Lord." There is deathlessness 

in the faith which is Judaism, and ~•ople shares in its imrnoI tali~ as long as ~ 

\1; remains loyal to it/ ~ ~ U-. ~ U.,,., ~ Wi · 

It is wi t~,;,.awr vision that we now can see t~he ro d ahead, wiiics has now-U 
- ,,A\_tv-'-' JP ~v,'•~ifM&:::l~ft~there 

ared...Gf me1.y ef ite roe:d--bl:oeks. We no n~ <tliat'" i:s is no refuge 
7~ - ~ 

for our people in assimila o • The friendl D d does not ask for it; the hostile 
T 

world spurns it. This is a bitter lesson 
C 

likely to forget. There 19 

denial. He hate the modern, 

thoroughly Westernized Jew even more than other Jews. Dr. Walter Franj, who was 

Director of the Reich I nstitute for he History of the ew Germany, declared, "It 

will always remain a task of paramount importance to unveil the so-called •noble} 

educated, 'German' Jew and to expose him as the ~ost dangerous tYT:>e of alien parasite. 

It is easy to show a Galician Jew as a member of the 'A iatic horqe• on European 

I ( • 

soil. This is harder when the Asiatic meets us in the civilized form of a Baruch 

Spinoza, a Moses Mendelssohn, of a Friedrich ou} 'dolf, or an Albert Einstein, a Max

" imilian Harden, Walter Rathenauf; or a Benjamin Disraeli. 

Anti-Semites oft his type cennot be appeased or answered. They can only be 
~ J dot¾-~ 

destroyed, and they 7 to their own destruction . The free worl~ll, for ,Re tY 

t&Plltinat:l.oii ef fekhe ~£op the physical amalgamation of peoples, only for the:ir 

voluntary coo aticn for their common good . The free world does not ask of men to 
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surr nder their historic faiths - only to live up to them. Freedom of faith and 
e_a,.. .1.,.· (A .J 

worship is one of the sa1i.e freedans of civilized rociety. Black, brown and Xllml 

red dictatorships dread it and suppre sit. 

or is there security for u~ or meaning or dignity in fightinginti-Semitism 

~ "-~ as Ruch or in defending our loyalty or proclaiming our patriotism from he house-
/\ 

tops. o fair-minded man que tions our loyalty and no bigot will ever be persuaded 

of it. 

Our security lies in uniting with all right-minded men, to defend our 1;?,.f'-~ 
against all demagogues and political adventurers and against the conditions which 

give these enemies of the free society their opportunity. Our securi y lies in 

fighting poverty, in_justic , ir u quality, ~ d above all, war and the things hich 

lead t war. It is in the ~Pfffl~T, champ ~Yof the great ethic 1 and spiritual tra,, 
T -di tions of Judaism which w.e have shared f(1. the world for our faith was 

f 

our loyal carrying ou of 
,. . , _,, 
mental security lies. 

A_gain we have learne~ I believe, is no sec~ty for our peopl 

and, .or that matter, for any people in scientific progress alone! fr more Imo -

ledge does no mean core goodnes 
1
.- more tolerance or more brotherhood in the 

world. 

The great slaughtering of our people took place in the most cientifi ally 

advanced country in the world - Germany - and the progress of the centuries ~not 

attenuate\ the virulence of intolerance. In the middl oft e 17th century one

third of the Jews of Europe were massacred. In the middle of he 20fu century two-

thir s were massacred. L .:J {) 
Likewise, we ~o~ ~ fr:;r securi yin~~- Ni political 

democracJli, ~~~:~~~~hen the spirit hich info=, them 

languishes. Thes.e eu:bei- forms are ±1!teqaeuah3:y ffl@tinta:inefii -. actually exploited by 

those hose very purpose is to destroy democracy. th eta tor... who be tride our 
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world today and who have 
~ ~ 

destroyed every vestige o'l,hwnan rights in their countries 

have all proclaimed themselves to be the very champions and defend r of democracy. 

With the~ of the spiritual founda ions of society in our generation, the 
lr"' n 

foundations of democracy, too, have...-~~~ Thomas Jefferson foresaw such a rs 
~ O.,«-u•.Jf ~ 

~velopment and :Seared it. "Can the liberties of a nation be thought secure," 
I" 

he a ked, "When we have removed their onzy firm basis - a conviction in the minds 

F~~~ 
of the people that their liberties are the t;;}:i God?• 

.....,.,..,,.Oi9ili MU~ §{[t.'j and for manki;t_ I( v,~ ere the prophets of Israel~ 

~~~;e-cJr;, in a ~i~· covenant with~ 

" Our recent experiences have also taught us that there is no refuge for the 

soul of our people, especially for th ~s~~11: .. ~ ~s and daughters,, 

in the economic messianism of the 20 h c ent,1!7 ~any more th~}"'n--the int.ernationa:i., ~ 

and enlightenment of the 19th, f Thc e moveme ht and in society a e no 
,______,.L.Jo<....>o'---""-.,.._,,._..........., 

surrogate for Judaism. They should be weigh d n .... .a..~e and corrected by the ethi-
1 ~ 

cal code of Judaism and by the :techniques of h.~~:oz<lgress which Judaism has~ • 

0.... 
-eotnmene&Q. But they do not displap Judaism. An ancient faith such 'Ls ours which 

and has 
has witnessed the many mi hty changes in human history xmttllxiane been able to distill 

out of the turbulent enturies a patient and profound wisdom, is in position to give 

the idealist and the crusader for righteousness not only a compass arrl a chart, but 
A.MA- ~ 

also a perspective against excess, a er rion against~delusion, and in defeat , {om-

fort and reassurance . 
~ 

Those who c enter their tA---wsl-S Lo bal hones in a given system or in the mood 
~ ~ 

and temper of an age are destined to find themselves betrayed, for no system can 
a. 

fully realize the high ho es of ~ n( if!""'-t~~e.~ood of an a e changes rapidly with the 

change ~ its political and economic~' Judaism is coneerned not with systems 

or vr.i. th any economic or political dogmatism, b 1 , with the safeguarding of the moral 

principles of ju tice, mercy and freedom which ev ry age must be challenged to work 

into such institutions as will best satJ its needs . Judaism is concerned with 
A 1' ,_., 

J) ' - ~ ~ ~ 
w \U ~ If,,.., 
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eternal ideals which must be constantly approximat~d but which can never be fully 

realize~,:t i&..in the ua1:i~e ef ~ pe1maueut social ar~pizltaal I eoolutlon. 

r;;ither ~ the rule of king, demos or proletariat lufficient insurance against 

abuse of power, the ruthless explo tation of man and the defeat of the spiritual 

promis s of human life. 

Those of our intellectuals who in the last generation detoured away from Juda
found 

ism and the Jewish community in their quest for short-cuts t.o the millenium,rwct1u 

to their consternation and sorrow at the 1n~ of, their roa~her a jitler or a 
uals ~ ~ 11 a»' ~ 

Stal in. Maeyof these intellect/ have £~their way back o their. peoR.le_ ancj -,./1.... 

~ ¥1~ * ~lfl>I. LJLilf ID~ £AU~~,~· 
their fai • ,Others unfortun2tely tK;~ remained"f;ermanent spiritu~j displaced pe ~ 

I\ _,. -J\- •• v~~ • 
sons 

1
forever seeking the lost half of their def'i 1•d 'ecliefe~\f\ CQ....d. - {--· 

We have also come to"'-~~e that there is no wi1i)ixattmxn9Jlrsurvival 
~~ 

for our people in the Diaspora ex ept in --~~9 I mean, of course, a 

dignified and purposeful aur.:vival.1for a peopµ.e a out an inglorious and mean-

ingless existence almost ind .finitely. e shall_, ,b e able to urtive as a secu-
"'l/ 

lar nationality group in the Jitu Diaspor , especially in those countrie~ like the 

United States1~ ~here there are no minority nationality groups determined to 

preserve their cultural identities. Freedom will accelerate the process of disin

tegrationr?ersecution may return it, but the process is inevitable . 

The establish.ant of the state of Israel is undoubtedly or.e of the most signi

ficant and magnificent events in Jewish history. With it - have reachefne of the 

great stage,in our history • . Its importance 11111 not be isolated in time nor limited 

• to -ett:l"--4iMfli..._ It is too early for us to foresee spreading and deepen-

all Jewish life 

in the DiasporaLand no attempts to i ol~te it from the rest of world Jewry will sue-



ceed. The contacts and th ~ nfliences - o£ 9Er\i\Pse,. no11-poJ j ticM will be con

tinuous and increasing/\. But it would be a mistake to assume thart the ta te of 

Israel will preserve Judaism either inside or outside of I srael. This is a task id 

all of its own which the Jews of the world must car on in the future as in the 

past. This ~also,~ eA the Jews~ jisrael. They need Judaism quite 
1, 

~£ch as we do. A political ;;:te cannot be counted up:;;;o _preserve our spiritual 

: There was 1'13 danger of extinction of Judaism even~ ~ncient Pales i e, arrl 
~ ~ ~~~~~~ 

the seers and prophets and the spiritually faithful had to fight 

" tion against powerful assimilationist tendencies.-wi thii, i;he J am3 iif I Sf ael. 
~~ 

It is good ox--WM~~a'f'._....~~ is universal task of vitalizing and pre-

serving Judaism that the tate of Israel has been established and that the contro

versy which raged around its establi hment has finally been reS> lved. Liberal 

Judaism unfortunately spent too lDUCh -of iAi ti ergy in fighting Zionism. 

It took it ~a:Sra·,~ time to arriv~ at tm _· - • n that opposition to Zionism 

was not an integral ?art of the philosophf or ~ ......... ~ oses of .,lb~l Judaism. 

issue fortunately ~ow~ closed. T re are, of cour e, 

,.11t,ccg fiogging the horse of this dead controversy
1
out of habit, I presume, or out 

of dudgeon, but wher :-:~~ir efforts are not mischievous they are quite silly and 

futile. The statf ~e and will, by the grace of God, continue. The Jews of 

the orld will continue to take pride in it and to support it. ,. Jews ef t1ne-J,-- c:Ji_ 

f'~~!o the days to come will wish to migratethere or who may have to.::; ~h-~..;::a...;:,----

can foreca t the future - will find a welcoming home there. W.rTty of the 

Jewish people will ~, in 1he foreseeable future, live outside the borders of Is-

rael, and the majority of these will live in the United States. These Jews will 
. 

continue in the future as in the past to be loyal and patriotic citizens ., s-the 

~Rd& gf :tae-h'""'Dh bh Or adb~o~ and to participate fully and eager)y in the total 
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life of their country. But the problem and the duty of preser • ng--ana uit&lizln~ 

Judaism, the faith of our fathers, and the great traditions of our people which were 
' 

1,41/ J_ 
moulded both inside and outside of Palestine through the long centurie~, emain~ 11',. 

1'_challenge and ~opportunity 1 the Jewish people here, in Israel ~d throughout 

the world. To see all this cliarly is to serve the best interests of the State of 

Israel, the Jewish connnunities of the world and of Judaism. 

There are a few other road-bloaks which, I believe, have been removec4~cr 'bher~ 

-we may ad·Mnee mope confi dent,Jy ta the achie"vraemont ot our objeeti~. There is no 
~ -S-, 

danger that Judaism or religion generally will be antiquated by the advances JPAQI 
~ ..,.,.....,.__ 

scienc and by increased knowledge concerning the nature of the universe. The ,, 
mechanistic explanation oft he universe seems to have beeni:Bfini tely abandoned by 

scientists today. The deeper they probe into the mysteries of matter, ot life and 1 

the more untenable become the 

e truths which religion intuitive-

1 y proclaimed. The world of physics is no les ; terious than the world of religion 
'✓ 

and the nature of matter is no less illusive to the physicist than tl'te nature of Gcxi 

is to the theologian. 

ReliITT,.on is no loi:er !ithe defensive and Judaism lea•t of all. For its 
~~ ~,lt.h.Q~ ~ ~ck-a,a1 ~~~""'I.N\ 

profound t~\ol!YA ~-----• r~=~ :~t,_ e~~te~ ethics I 

WAieh w a.,. never detached from life ~ rendered ilRele:g:~tber war] dline e ~ 01 ... l~ 
() __ - ~ ~~ 
~ vindicajr,ed ~ never before. It is easier by far to harmonize Judaism with the 

best philosophic and scientific thought of our day_Wan Maimon des experienced in 
reconcile ~ ;.a,...r 

his effort to rwcmgats■ Judaism with Aristotle, or "MR..,...NH~with neo-Platonism, Herma.nit, 

~m with Kant, or M.11111"6-with ¥-
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v ~---- ~---~ I 
or is there any danger th~t the underlying 

suffer eclipse in the days to come. on the contrary. It seems likely to win 

through to wide accept,a&'e by our people for it is of the very genius of Judaism 

which in all af!!!S I and to the ex end o:~"t,s of es.oh age1 modified its fo 

wi:ikxt1um without doing violence to its integri y .A iberal Judaism has 

applied an immemorial traditi )n of living Judaism to utilize hanging forms in 

order to advance the unchanging purpose . The many modulations in Jewish institu-

tions a~i~~ect the reactions of a living or ani to the ehamg:bot; 
1, 

stresses of new contacts and new experiences . !-he y esterday is necessary to Jooa-

ism but it cannot displ~today nor dominate tomorrow. Liberal Judaism has demon

strated during more than 150 years of the~urbulent and revoluticoary period 
-ft;- ~ ,t,.v• ' ~ 

in Jewish history, its capacity not only to grow and \71' expand, wt to retain the ,, 
loyalty of great hosts of Jews, certainly no ... r, ......... t more than other forms of 

Judaism. In recent years, particularly, ·t •v ... '-'-s- substantial and gratify-

ing progress~ ~ 
It is therefore rlt~ r vision and greater confidence that we can 

face our future• /J _ .+ H- ,, 
~~\N~~ ~ 

But the road of religion has never been ea~ in the world, and certainly not 
I\ 

the road of Judaism. Judaism always had to struggle for survival. It had to struggle 

to make its message heard in the worldJ 1n ~ncient times against paganism and idol

atry, in medieval times against persecution and proscription, and in modern times 

against materialism, secularism and the all ements of apostasy. Judaism al?rays 

made great demands upon its followers as have all the great religions of mankin:l . 

The demands which Judaism made were not in terms of ~ spiritual excesses, of aus

terities or ascetisn . -The a ii. e ao 1DGrieeey: in JmJ»t!ln. "This commandment which I 

command thee this day is not too d~ t for thee . " .t:txtti,a,m ItBdemands were 

in terms of struggle and saorific stablis~ dom of God on earth. Th! 

adherents of Judai sn were called upon i. serve God "with all_=. hearts , with all 

their souJ.s and with all their might", with their whole nature tiNi entire ~~ I ... , ~ ... 
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and their very lives. Judaism has always meant the acceptance of nthe burden 

of the Kingdom of God"• In a real sense it ¼ a burde1z xid.cit but one which lifts 

all other burdens from the human soul. It is a burden which ha t·ctd i~ makes man 

free in the glorious service of God, Fr~'"'Q9e redeems him from a1f~1f:'rms of 

s= •e-r human servitude. Judaism is not an easy-going theosophy which offers us 

maximum peace of mind with a minimum of religious discipline. Rather is it a call 

to battle upon all that is evil within us and upon that is evil in society. 

l'ltll:,o te :L'ealize ,Jabfj, is impossible't~ out the long travail of the soul, with,-
~ ,.. 

out stripes and ffl.'!IQMl.1,a and without,:iiiooc••-u--w-■"■""r at times being despised and rejected 
Ru1- ' of men,_. the faithf'ul will not hold their peace nor seek peace for thems lv sun 

I\ ,.J.. I ( 
til righteousness goefl\ forth as brightness and as a burning torch. Judaisn mean~ 

not only self-~:-siiJli~ and social effort,. but.&. al~ol_:- life-long regimen of learn-
~·~~ ~J,.-~ 

ing and teaching, of' /ugmenting on 's se~ a d r mitting the accumulated know-

generation.~, t. Judaism means school and_sho. ~., as well as syna cg arrl the 

building of _the good soc~eL!~i~ a sys~of duties, commandments and com--Of--~~ ~ a .~ lj; • 
mitment~ It is isle iips1t i:1,tte.l ~ a questUand action. 'All that the Lord 

" hath said we will do."· 

I am afraid that many of our people have turned to Liberal Judaism not for th! 

maximum challenge which it offereft but for the minimum demands which it~ -

.E:~~~~~~' minimum education minimum worship, minimum observances, few re ations an ...t ,.... 
everything ptional. The opinion is widespread that Liberal Judaism does not re-

quire of us,-.to row against the tide. Whatever is difficult may be abandoned. But 

convenience has never been the way of a conquerin faith. Nor is it the wa of sp1r

i tual growth nor yst of survival. A dynamic faith cannot be tucked away in a corner 

of one's life. If one's religion is incidental, it is no religion at all. 
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I am afra~at we have not made the synagogue central in our Jewish com

munity life, which is today more secular than at any time in Jewish history. The 

synagogue is on the periphery, t~lerated, at ti~~; 't~d, but the r al 

dili ent and central activity ,$'our communal life has to do with charity and re-
<2...c.°'2-,~~ ~ 

lief which, in themselves, are u, oubtedly noble and necessary activities, but which ,, 
-h~tie.; Ji:al:3:y in Jewish life were always looked upon as deriva ives from a deeper 

~ 
source, as spokes radiating from~ central hub which was alway~ the By?'..agogue and 

the r;;;-giou 

e synagogue itself has become accentric. Even in our synagogues we have 
4, 

not rnaGe study, teaching and worship the central purposes. It is a multiplicity of 
(' 

activitie - recreational, secular and semi-philanthro that we look for a 

ourselves hard-pressed 

ebout us, we have resorted 

sense of accomplishment and success. Becaus 

to many contrivances which will, howe er, no 
and 

activities, 1numerous melodious tr nes are no 

long rur,A whirl of 
'r'~. 

sub-S-t~tute for devout ~'earnest 

study and the consecrated teaclling of Judaism for hich the synagogue has alway 

existed. They alone were the lamps which burned in all our _3¼iiif'M~ ~~ 
Is it that we have been following the line of least resistance in every direc

tion? If so, then we are truly menace~ from within. Ttt? external evidences of our 

organiza ional prosperity which tqlve resulted largezy- from the grea ly increased/ 

peaceful and prosperous Jewish populs.rion in the United States slould not beguile 

us into hasty conclusions concerning the inner strength and soundness of American 

Judaism. We should read as danger signals the fact that only a minority of the Jews 

of the United States are affiliated with the synagogue, that only a small minority 

of them are in attendance at e synagogue and hat an even smaller minority of 

the e are educated Jews in the sense of bej_ng at home in the live and lore, the 

history and literature of their people. 
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But if these deficiencies 

ing in our life can be filled. 

exist, they can be corrected. That which is want-
~ a.,.,_; 

Given loya.l ty and devotion on our part, we 
,\ 

the future confidently, provided we fs.ce it al o with condor and frankness and re

solution. That is why the dedication of this House of Livine Judaism is such a 

welcome event. rt is expressing the determination of the Union of American Hebrew 

Congregations which represents the organized forces of liberal Jews in the United 

states to face the future with loyalty and candor and will. The Union hope that 

this House will become a dynamo of spiritual energy for American JudaifIIle The Union 
\,~~ t~ 
has a grasp~ the problem and a program for action. It propose expansion in all ,, 
fields of education, lay and rabbinic, you hand adult, for teachers and leaders 

It 
alike. tim aims to emoloy increasingly the written and the spoken word and the 

most effective channels of commun ca ion o 

own people and to our fell.Jr citizen~ of 
J 

he message of Judaism to our 

organization of new congregations £or the~£ en~ new schools and new centers 
'1'~ '7 ,, , 

of effective Jewish .i1ePJhose who ~lrea y are affiliated in con-

gregations, it aims to t,heir men I s and women• s or ganiza ti ons 

a;;d~th groups u&--M8~ uit and significant programs and projectsk 
-I.L--~_:_---7~ o)L 

This House of Living Judaism which we are now dedicating is earnest o~U•h ~ 

resolve 9, It is a banner raised high for a forward-movinJ, 
1
upwa~d-mount;pg am- ~ 

~ c "~ ~""' __.....,, ~ -- / 
the faithful, advancing in the name of God, S-1ngit1g a t1e:w seag 0t f.19.~he pro-

gress of man, the destiny of the people of Israel, and the salvation of mankind. 



THE UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 

AND ITS AFFILIATES 

THE ATIONAL FEDERATION OF TEMPLE SISTERHOODS 

THE ATIO AL FEDERATION OF TEMPLE BROTHERHOODS 

THE ATIO AL FEDERATIO OF TEMPLE YOUTH 

CORDIALLY l VITE YOU TO A 

.<Jjwci,d <& H/ teotxtliO/Jt 

a T-H 

CS' , r;:y, 

~ ~c 
OF THE 

THE BERG MEMORIAL 

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 26, TO SUNDAY, OCTOBER 28, 1951 

838 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK CITY 



THE UNIO 's HOUSE OF LIVING JUDAISM, THE BERG ,\1EMORJAL 



DEDICATION PROGRAM 

FRIDAY EVENING, October 26th at 8 :00 p.m. 

DEDICATION SERVICES AT TEMPLE EMANU-EL 

Processional of Distinguished yuest 

.. yrnbolic Opening of Doors 

Open 'J-louse for Out -of-'Joum yue ts 

SATURDAY MORNING, October 27th at 10:00 a.m. 

SABBATH SERVICES AT CENTRAL SYNAGOGUE 

SATURDAY AFTERNOON, October 27th at 3:00 p.m. 

ONEG SHABBAT 

INSTITUTE FOR JE ISH A ,:.·,,. ·~~'"!,~J,ll'}l,,J 

~roe ,,...... 

DEDICATION BANQUET, STATLER HOTEL 

SUNDAY MORNING, October 28th at 10:00 a.m. 

CONFERENCE OF CO GREGATIO AL PRESIDE TS A D 

REGIONAL CHAIRMEN 

SUNDAY AFTERNOON, OCTOBER 28th at 1 :00 p.m. 

OPENING LUNCHEON MEETING, XIVth BIENNIAL CONVENTION, 

NATIONAL FEDERATION OF TEMPLE BROTHERHOODS, 

HOTEL NEW YORKER 

SUNDAY AFTERNOON, October 28th, 3 to 6 p.m. 

OPEN HOUSE 



DEDICATION AND FULFILLMENT 

The dedication of the Union's House of Living Judaism will mark an historic mile

stone in the history of American Judaism, one which will herald the dawn of a new era 

of service and devotion to the Jewish community. 

To commemorate this epochal event, there will be a special convocation beginning 

Friday, October 26 and lasting through Sunday, October 28. The dedication itself will 

consist of a program of religious inspiration and joyous celebration. 

During the convocation period the Union of American Hebrew Congregations will 

hold sessions of its Executive Board and will conduct a series of events for congregational 

officers and leaders. In addition, all sections of the family of Reform Judaism will convene 

during the period. 

The Board of Governors of the Hebrew Union College - Jewish Institute of Religion 

and the Executive Board of the Central Conference of American Rabbis will meet in 

New York City. The National Federation of Temple Brotherhoods will open its XIV 

Biennial Convention immediately following the dedication program. The District Presi

dents' Council of the National Federation of Ternple Sisterhoods will meet prior to the 

dedication and the Executive Board immediately aftenvards. The ew York Federation 

of Reform Synagogues will hold a meeting of its ssemhJy of Delegates and the ational 

Federation of Temple Youth, iH onvene 1ts E ecu i 

This period of dedication and fulfillme · t • • by the entire family of 

Reform Judaism; the Union., its affiliates and its ~ 1 op regations, without whose 

devotion and support this event would nut b poss - ~ ~ L) re most cordially urged to 
T~ '.\ 

attend and take part in th special con.voca 'on an e ,cation celebration which will 

be yet another stirring evidence of the growth and strength of Liberal Judaism in America. 

DEDICATIO COMMITTEE 

Louis 8Romo, Chairman 

JESSE CoH N 

MRs. Huco DALSHEIMER 

HAROLD W. DunINSKY 

JuocE SOLOMON ELSNER 

IRVIN FANE 

PAUL FRIEDBERG 

S. HERBERT J<AUPMAN 

DR. GEORGE P1NESS 

MRs. LoUJs A. RosETT 

MRS. EDWARD B. SCHULKI u 

MRS. SOL TEKULSKY 

EX-OFFICIO 

RABBI MAURICE . faSENDRATH 

DR. s. s. HOLLENDER 

RABBI Louis I. EGELSON, Sec'y 



Union of American Hebrew Congregations 

Special Convocation and 

Dedication of the 

AISM 

Moritz and Josephine Berg Men orial 

October 26 .. 28, 1951 

838 Fifth 4venue • New York 



Special Convocation Events 

THURSDAY, October 25th 

11 :00 a.m. 

8:00 p.m. 

FRIDAY, October 26th 

9:30 a.m. 

10:00 a.m. 

8:00 p-m. 

10:00 p.m. 

10:00 p.m. 

District Presidents' Council NFTS BARBIZON PLAZA HOTEL 

Executive Board, UAHC Board Room, UNION HOUSE 

Executive Board, UAHC (cont'd) Board Room, UNION HOUSE 

Distr:ict Presidents' Co BARBIZON PLAZA HOTEL 

DEDICATION SERVICE TEMPLE EMANU-EL 

Formal ceremony of opening "q9:,or ~vi4 ~ nion House 

Followed by "open house" for ~ --0 -town guests. UNION HOUSE 

Reception to out-of-town guests 

By the New York Federation of the Union. 1saac 5tt. 'Wise 1-lall, 
TEMPLE EMANU-EL 

SATURDAY, October 27th 

10:30 a.m. DEDICATION SERVICE CENTRAL SYNAGOGUE 

2:30 p.m. ONEG SHABBAT ASSEMBLY HALL, TEMPLE EMANU-EL 

7:00p.m. DEDICATION BANQUET HOTEL STATLER 

11 :30 p.m. SPECIAL DEDICATION BROADCAST NBC NETWORK 
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The late ALBERT A. BERG 



.. 

711 .JI {>{ncciatio11 

Pendin g the l()lllrletion ol t\\'() rlc1que-, t1d\ll(l\\'lcdµin ~ their 

in\·Jluc1hle u1ntrihution -, to the I lou -,e ol 1.i\'ill !..! _lmbi -, m, tht: 

Union of J\mt:rilc1n I khre,,· Congregation -, 1 euin.1-, ih ever

b -, tin g gratitude to thr latr Alhcrt ,\ . Bl'r !..! f11r hi -, !.!enrn>lh 

gilt ()f the 1\lorit z and Jo-,erhinl' Berg .\k1110ric1I , and to the 

c1tional Fedl'rJtion of Tcmrll' Si terhond -, ,d1<hl' devoted 

member-, hl'lped Ill u-ec1te the Union '.., I lmhl' o( I .ivin !..! 

ludai -, m. 



Dedication Services 

FRIDAY EVENING, OCTOBER '.16, 1951 at 8 :00 P.M. 

TEMPLE EMANU-EL 

PROCES 10 lAL "O Lord in Mercy Lead U " SilJcli II\ 

L\.JVOCA TION 

RABBI JOSEPH Fl K 

SABBATH EVE I C SERVICE 

RABBI ;,,_:ATHAN A. PERIL~1AN 

GREETING 
YNA (,0(.;LIF COUNCIL 01 A .,IEJUCA 

,, 11orsAL CouKCIL 01 · C11uac111: • 01 C11111sT 1r-: U . . A. 

RABBI SI 10 KRAMER, Pre idc11t 

THE RT. REV. HE RY K. HERRILL, Pre,idrnt 

On behalf of 'National 1cderntio11 of r R H 
Jcmple i terlioods 

MRS. LOU! A. ROSETT, J>reside11t 

011 f1d1a/f of the late .Albert .A. 1Je,·y ) ~ 
I ION. CHARLES H. GRIFFITH 

"./ 

" He \X'atching Over Israel'' 

A CEl'"J /\:S'CES 

erica11 '.Hebrerl' Co11y, eyatiu11, 
.... ,, • ..,... ,, ,oRA TH, Pre ident 

DEDICATORY AIJORESSE • 

.. Blc\,ed l,c lie 11'110 co111c/l1 in /lie 1wme of tl1c Dird ... 

RABBI JULIUS i'vlARK Se11i'1r Ra/-1l1i, Tl'.\\PLI : E\\ ,,rsu - fa., >.'erl' ) 'od.: 

.. 11'e ble\) yl111 0111 tiJ the lio11)e of the f.ord ... 

RABBI JAME C. HELLER Ant Pre)ide11/ , CENTIUL CoNn,RENCE 01 A ,,1ER1c N R RBI~ 

" Hear My Prayer" 

J11 ,,lle111oria111 - ALBERT A . BERC 

RABBI SA1 1LIEL H. GOLDE SO Ra/J/Ji l:.meril11~ , TE.\\PLE E1'tANU -EL, :\'eu ) 'ork 

BE EDICTIO 

RABBI LEO HAECK Jlrr!lide111 , \'foRLU UN10N 1·01t Ptto(;RI: -,vu Juu,u ·" 

" Prai -e Ye The Lord of Ho t " ai11t aem 



OPE INC OF DOORS T U 10 I IC USE OF LIVINC JUDJ\IS t 

,,ms. ED\'\'AHD B. s HLll.h:I I) ( ·1in11 m1111, I lotl',1 1w l.1v1 <, _ltmi\1,,1 

//!1<1/fl/<1/ ·1,11 N,11111"\I . F11,1fl\110.,111 ·1,,w1.1 S1,111u1oor1<, 

CU RD OF I 10 'OR 

.'111-.. i\1111 .,\\ S1.\\0:\ , F<11111d1111/ 1111tl 71<'11t11t11y />1n1dc11/ <•/ . 'a/1<11111/ FC'dn11/1l111 (1/ 

J c111/>le .'i,ln litll'(k 

J\1ii!> . Aun ,u J. ,\I" , 1-lt,11t11,11y .,l/c111/n·1 . l \t't 11l11'c Ht1111il , l'.1·1.., , 

1\11l),. 1-ha,o D .,1.),111 1.,11 n, Fi, ,t 1'iu• Pr t·,idt'III , :-.;1 1-. . 

~tii .... J . \\ ' ,1. 11 11 Fin 1111 IH, , P, n,dc11t :,.; 1 1, I '12 1 1112 11. 

;\\11), , Hul,o 1-hur.\\, ·:,.; , 7>1e,1tle11I :--:, ,.., ft/11 - 19111. 

J\1R!.-.. Li -ors: L. ,x·,, II R<, , P,nidt·11t :-.:'I 1, /'ili · / 1111. 

The :--c,, 'lod, h:dc,;,tion ut the Union uudi,1lh imitc, 

our 0111 -01 -to\\n guc,h to ;, 1cccptio11 in 1hc h;,;,t \I 

\'ri , c I I.ill of Temple l'manu rl follo\\ing thi , , cniu.'. 

J\TURDJ\Y ORNI ,, OCT BER J.7, ll)5l, 10:30 A.M. 

PH Cl~ 10 AL 

RABHI EMIL LEIPZICEH 

HABBI DA \'ID J Sl:LICSO 

HARBI JO Al I B. \\ 'ISi; 

ENTRAL Y 

" I.ct There Be Light " 

WR \ '( I\ 10 

s HBATI I l OH 

, ll:S.I I IU !',;( I 01 A .,11 lll{..\1' I{ \BIii', 

C 

1" ·1. Rnl,/11 , C, • 11111. S, ,...; .11,o,,l11 . ·vc11' ")'(,, k ( ,ty 

l'1nidn1/ ,, , \\ Yorrn J\~,on,110:-.: 01 R, 1011\1 H"""" 

l)l:DICATIO ADDRl:SSi:S 

" Tire 1flll1 y ti/ //i(· l /1iltln·11 ,'1111/ l,c tlici, /nthn , . 

R.nl1l1i , C, ,, 111 ,1. S, ,A<,rn,u1 ,, 1cl<' )\11 k ( r/y 

'Trom Heaven ' -; Height,; the Thunder Peal<," 

.. 1/11111lie,itm1tc /<>1 yt1111 d,i/d,c11 nftc, yt>II /titt'Pl'I . 

H BRI SOLOi\10 H. FHEfHOr P11,1 ru•,ii/{'ffl , C, NIH \I, Cn,1 I Ill ' ( I lll A~ll 11{(,\'-: R \11111'-

111 .1lk11w, in111 - JAC B ARO 'O 

H BBi BAHNETT H. BHI 1' ER R.nb/Ji , AN-,111 C111 .,, 11 Co:s:<,111 <,,, m ·, C/epdn11<I , (J/,w 

" lllCn Halleluj3h " 

BE EDICTION 

RABBI DAVID LEFKO\X'ITZ, . r. 

RECE IO AL '' Yigdal" 



IN\ 0C.\ I 10,'\'. 

C11\1H\I\N 

I,istitute 011 Judaisn1 
FOR NATIO AL JEW! 11 LEADER 

A EMBLY I !ALL, TE tPLE E t1ANU-EL 

RABBI R. Bf: 'EDICT GLAZER 1 :\c<. 11l11 1e /Jt,mil . LIA! I 

JUDCE JOS[PI I 1.E\'I 11.: 1'r<.c-Clwr 1111111 ti/ lllwd tl/ (Jlll'l'l lllll , , I ILIC-JII{ 

" Tl IE FATE J\ 'D FUTURE OF AJ\11:HI A. JUDAIS1\l " 

I IAROLI) DUB! . i-,.:y 

RABBI ABHA I IJ\J\1 J. FEU)MAN 

DR. I IAROU) FAIGE RAU 

R BBi JACOB R. ,\IARCUS 

GI: ERAI. DIS USSIO , 

Br NI 111c, 10N RABBI I.Olli • \\ 'OL TY J>,1,/ Pr c,idrnl , C, r-.1 i: ,1. Cor-:1, "'NCI , A .,11 111c ,:, H.,11111<, 

D edicf};tio, 

, I All SP ,\N(,LI I) B ,\N ,'\'.1 ll hu1111/1,111icd /,y !;<,1111 H Lur--1>11.1. 

RABBI MORTO I. BER ,\IA P1C\iclrnt . 11 , 111n ,, LI ·I0N Cm.I.I 1.1 -

J1 \\ 1<.,11 f:-;,,111 ll I I ()I R11.1(,1(1:\ At.LI.\INI J\..,.., ·., . 

PHl!,INl ,\JlO:-.: Ill 

TO,\!, I \I.\!, I I I( DR. SAJ\lll[L S. I IOU.[ DEH Cl1ni1111<111 . hcurliPe /h1n1t/, Ll:--1or-. 01 

A ,11 ,ucAN I Ii 11In ,, CoN<,1n <.,, 110:-.:~ 

TO,\!, I .\\ ,\!, I I I! 1\llt LOUIS BROIDO :\'nlit111nl Cl>ni, 111n11 , IJcditnli<.111 Cl1111111illce 

GRD:TI GS FRO 1 OUR AITILIATES 

,\IRS. LOUIS A. ROSETT 

S. HERBERT h: LIFi\.1 

PAUL FRIEDBERG 

RABBI PHILIP .. IH:R. STEI. 

RABBI 1':EI.S CLUECK 

RABBI LEO BAE h'. 

1), c,itlc11t , ., 110:--.:.,1. F11111c, II0K 1>1 T1 .\\Pu ~, 11 i:Iwo1>..., 

J)re,idc11t , '., II0N.,1. F11>11u 110;-; m T1 .\\Pl.I B1w11111u1oou1, 

1), l'\/de11/ , "1 m.--: .,1. F, 1>1 Iu IIor-: 01 T1 .,1P1.1 You 111 

\tE AGE 

P, c,idc11t , 11, 111:1" U .'\'.10:-= 01.1.11.1 -J1 "'"" 1,...,, 11 u II 01 H11.H.111~ 

J>,c,idc11I , \\ '0111.1> ll;-.;10;-.; 10R P1w1 .1u.., "' Ju11\l" 



Al)DIH:SS 

RABHI AHBA I !ILi .EL S11 .\'EH 

Confe rence 

/l(I,/ fl1 n1dn1/ , 1 :-: 1 H 11. Co." 1 10 :--.c1 01 

A.,11 ll/C II\.' lt111BJ~ 

/11n"lc11/ l 111c1i/11, . 111111: 111 Ll:--.10" 

C:01.1.1c.1 J1,11,11 l:-:,r1rt111 oi l{11.1<,1t>l\ 

OF PRESIDE TS OF CONCRECJ\TIONS AND RECIO Al. COUNCILS 

SU DAY 1,toR I C, 10::lO A. I. 

ASSE 11BL Y 11/\Ll., COI.LEGE-INSTITUTI: 

l:--:1 OC .I I J():s; HABBl CEOHCI: Zl:J>IN 11t11w1111)1 :;ct1c/,11v, l ,culli1'c /J11111c/ , Ll ,\I IC 

C11.1 rn ., 1,\:-,: Dlt Cl :OHCI: 1'11',.;1:SS 7 'iu· ( /1,11r1111111 . l,n11til't: /:,1<11d 11/ U:--.1or-.. <11 

J\ .\11 1:ic 11'.' I Ii 111u II CnN<,1n ,, .1, 11,:--: ., 

1\\l:tTINC Tl II: NEEDS or Tl IE C01 Tb\\P0HARY SYNACOCUI: 

J. S. J\Ch:l:R1\\AN, 

\\'11.UAJ\I I.. BUSI I, 

U)\\ 'J\IU) 11. CLISI li\1AN , 

I IERi\lA A. i\l0SI 11:1< , 

SYDNEY \\ '. HOOS, 

,,, t·, iilc11I , C111c.,< .o h 1111: ,, 111 N u 111< 

·p,c i,lc11t , ,\l111 -J\11..1 ,'\11c Cnw,< 11. 

/l1nidn1/ , P1Nl'.:'-'l.1 .1:-..11 Cou :--. <11. 

WR IS ~ Ye nu, F1111H1110N lL\11< 

DR. LE01 SAJ...:S, , , 01110 \' ,11.1.1.Y Cou:s:c11. ,.......,,.:.w... ........... ...._~ 

BE JJ\J\\IN 11. S\\ 'IC, 

I f[R Cl IEL \\"Ell., 

LOUIS \\'EI.IJ I0LISI:, 

LEO \\T:RTCMdl:, 

Hl .1'1 IJICI ION HABBI CI.IITO 1 11. 1.1 :\ 'Y 

1// l, 111 ,,, l ,> 11 111 u, 11 ,1,t•,1,11, ,, ,1 ,1/ /f,1,k, , /, n ,111 ,/ 1,1/1/1J1 11 

u ,/, ell<' u•1d1, ,/h llrt>il<', / 1,1 1!/1('11,/ 1/,j , u>11/t ·1n1 «• 

Lu1iclieo1i 

SUNDAY AFTERNOON, I P. t. 

I IOTEL NEW YORKER 

x·1,111:r,; Cou NCII. 11.\IIC 

"\ -T1 •" ·"' ~,1 1 Cour-.c11 . 

111 , Sou 1111 ,, 1 Coul':c11. 

,dc,i/ , 1\lrn -\\ ' 1 ..,, CouN<:11 . 

Luncheon of ATIONAL t=EDERATIO OF TEMPt.F 1rnoT111:R11001>s , 111arkin 1• the clo~e of the 

Dedication Exercises and the Opening of FTB XIVth Biennial Convention. 

Open House 

FOR GENERAL PUBLIC, :l -b P. 1. 

UNIO IIOUSE 
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Officers of Union and Affiliates 

'Union of American 'J-lebrew Co11gregatio11s 

DR. S. S. HOLLENDER, Chairman, Executive Board RABBI MAun1cE . EisENDRATH, Pre ide11t 

J ESSE Co, 1EN 

'Vice Chairmen 
JuDGE SOLOMON ELSNER IR\' I E FANE 

On. G •ORCE PrNE 
PHILIP MEYERS 

OscAR M. LAzRus, 1reas11rer 

RABBI GEORGE ZEPIN, '.Honorary Secretary 

HYMAN KANTER, Comptroller 

'National 'Yederatio11 of 1 emple Sisterhoods 

MRs. Louts A. RosETI, President 

Mns. ABRAM S1.MO:-l, '.Honorary President r 
Mns. Huco D ALSHEIMER, 'Jirst 'Vice-Preside,it 

MRs. C. C. STRASBURGER, Second 'Vice-Pre ident 

Miss ]Al'fB E 

I 

'National ':Federation of 1 emple Brotherhoods 

DAvm F. KAHN, A sociate 1rea 11rcr 

RAne1 LoUis I. EcELSON, Administrative Secretary 

MRs. Juuus MARK, 1hird 'Vice-J>residetit 

Ms. 1:. ITSON, 1ourtb 'Vice-President 

1oNSKY, :Recording Secretary 

S. H n RBERT KAU FMAN, Presidet1t JosEPH F. Fr KELSTEIN, 'Vice-President SAMUEL S11uCHTER, J'reasurer 

HAROLD W. DuBINSKY, 'Vice-Pre ident HARRIS S. ABRAHAMS, 'Vice-President SYLVAN LEBOW, Executive Director 

'National ':Federation of 1 emple Youth 

SAMUEL Fm1MAN, 'Vice-Pre ident 

JERRY DAVIDSON, 'Vice-President 

PAUL Do ER, ':Financial Sec'y. 

JuDITH MORRISON, Secretary 
PAUL FRIEDBERG, President 

WILLIAM YoFFEE, 'Vice-President 

BARRY GREENE, Clu:iplain RABBI SAMUEL CooK, ':National Director 




