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Quotes of the Week. \-\«L&
Dr. A. H. Silver on \
‘ Communism:
How Lincoln Would Havé
Faced It.
Bread Instead of Bullets.
Try Negotiation First.

By DR. S. MARGOSHE

Extract from An Address De- |
livered by Dr. Abba Hillel Silver
Before the Jewish War Veterans
of America on the Occasion of'
the Presentation to Him of the
Medal of Merit, Sunday, April’
8th, 1951.

“I sometimes ask myself what
Abraham Lincoln would do if he
lived today. How would he face|
the problems which confront us
today? In his day the over-all
problem was slavery. In our day
the over-all problem is commu-
nism. Abraham Lincoln, I am
sure, would have hated commu-
nism quite as much’as he hated
slavery. He loved freedom and
the inalienable rights of human
beings. Communistic dictatorship
and the suppression of the rights
of the individual would have re-
pelled him. His economic phi-
losophy, too, which he expressed
more than once, approved of
private property and capitalism.
But would Abraham Lincoln
have urged a crusade against
communism? He never urged a
crusade against slavery. He hated
slavery with every fiber of his
being. ‘Slavery,” he said, ‘was a
foul lie that could never be con-
secrated into God’s hallowed
truth,” He wanted all men to be
free. Nevertheless he made it
clear again and again, before he
became President and afterwards,
that the paramount objective of
the nation should be to save th
Union and not either to save o
to destroy slavery. He was pre
pared to let slavery exist in those
states where it did exist, confi
dently hoping that, time and
progress would bring about its
inevitable destruction as it had
done in other countries and with
out war. ‘It is in the course of
ultimate extinction,” he said. He
was opposed to the extensmn of]
slaver e




wariied 1o arrest its furthe
pread and that is why he vigor-
ous!y. denounced the Dred Scott
dec1s1_on which denied Congress
the right to prohibit slavery into
the territories, but he refused to
make the abolition of slavery the
paramount objective of national |
policy.

would Abraham Lincoln to-
day be hurrying our nation into
a crusade sgainst communism all
over the globe? I question it. I
believe that he would have
worked for the strengthening of
the union, the union of nations,
of the United Nations, and
would have looked upon that as|
the paramount issue in interna-|
tional life today. He would have
accepted the existence of the
communist states as a fact, un-
palatable, but for the time being,
unavoidable. Believing as he did
the inherent truth and in
vitable victory of liberty all
ver the world, he would havel
had confidence in the ultimate |
extinction of any and every form |
of dictatorship. Practical and
patriotic man that he was, he
would have armed his country |
to meet any threat from the di-
rection of aggressive commu-|
nism. He would have sought to/
make America strong. I question, |
however, whether he would have
sent his nation forth to tilt with
every hostile ideology all over
the world. Abraham Lincoln did
not incite war against the South
just because it was slave-holding.
Until the very end, he pleaded
for understandigl® and unity. He
was prepared t ke great con-
cessions in order f§ maintain this
unity. He was much con-
cerned about prestige or face-
saving.

“Abraham Lincoln failed. The
South was determined upon the
extension of slavery. The bloody
Civil War, the greatest tragedy
in American  history,. followed.
We may fail in 1951 1o preserve
the union of nations, the United
Nations. The Soviet Union may
push on to extend the borders of
communism, and thus provoke

he Third World War. But surely
Abraham Lincoln’s advice to his
fellow Americans today would be
what it was in the days before
the Civil War: ‘Do nothing to
provoke war. Seize every oppor-
tunity for conference and nego-
tiation, for compromise and con-
cessions. Do not make the mili-
tary destruction of communism
the basic national policy of the
United States.’

“To be sure, America must be
strong to defend itself. America,|
too, should be willing to help|
those democratic nations who|
show an earnest desire to make|
the major con{ribution to defend |
themselves. But when all is said|
and done, the great victories for
America and the American way |
of life in the days to come willl
not take place on the battleﬁelds.|
We have twice tried to save de-
mocracy in wars. We have twice
failed. It is far better to try to
arrive at decisions around the
conference table. Repeated fail-
ure in negotiations should not
discourage us. They are always
| preferable to war. It ts far bet-
lter for us to lend our material -
| support, as far as it is consistent ]
with our own economic stability,[P2rt
to peoples with disadvantages -
and races who are suffering from/? eki
poverty, illiteracy ang exploita- It
tion to help them rise to higher libe
levels of subsistence and free-Prol
dom. This is the surest way toStan
build a bulwark against com‘oti
munism—through food, health,

education and freedom —/ ng :’:.z
through bayonets. he.
Ofw-ihs wvﬂ& do “nétrwgh to’ D8 and

ENC

berated by war. They know that
will only ravage their coun-
tries and make their lot even
vorse. They wish to be helped to
D_themselves.
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