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'!'he letauTer investigation into the tie-up between organized crime and goverment 

baa shocked and startled th• American people. Frankly, I do not know why- thq were ao 

startled. ~st intelligent Americana ho have been reading their newspapers have been 

aware tor a long ti• ot the exicrtence ot widespread crim and criminal gangs in this 
country, and ot r current in tancee ot police corruption and of gratt and tavoritisll 

and the peddling of influence in high govel"'l'lllaltal circles. Cet'tainly tbOse ot uas who 

have li7ed throUih the prohibition era and its attermath, when i?>ootlegilig beCUle 

America•• biggest single buaineaa and racketeering a ost lucrative profeasiou ml 

gang~:1ll1ngs an alaost daily' commonplace and public collusion between police and c~ia­

inala a well-pu.blioiaed secret - certainly w~ should not have been startled by the re­

velation• or the Ketauwr Committee. 

lor should those of us who were uot unanre of the -moral slump which followed 

both the lirst and the Second orld r, nor those ot us who had not forgotten the 

Teapot Dome scandal.a or the Haroing administration, which make the present reYelatiom 

ot the Pulbright Committee investi:,pting irregulariti in connection with the Recon­

struction Finance Corporation pale into insignifi ce. 

It ia ve17 difficult to determine whether at this given ao■ent lawleasn as and 

corruption are llOre widespread in our country than at an;y given period in the past. 

I suppose that it would not be very difficult to discover Mlo•nta in our histoey when 

gratt and otticial corruption were even D:>re extenei w than at preaen\, but there would 
be ?ery little conaolation tor us in that. the ertl which oow exlsta ia eating at the 

heart ot Aaerican lite, and is f'raucht with the 11reatest dangers to our cow\ry, our 

institutions and our homee. 

It the tact• which have been brought to light by- the recent inT•atigationa will 

lead to soul ... earching en the part ot our people and to the nding ot our •7• and 

to new attitudes on om- part towards pl'llcticea which are tolerated and indulaed in bJ' 
1000 and respectable oitiasia, t will bave proved to have b n a great boon to the 

Alleria.n people. 1re need higher standarda ot aoral integri t7 aaon1 our people• 1re 
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have to tidJ' up our moral lite. e have to learn to abide more rtaoroualy' b7 the 

aoral codes which we proclaia. We IIU.8t learn to demand 110re ot ourselves. 

It is not that the erican people make ~d citizeoaJ they do not. It 1 not 

that the,y do not love and appreciate their comtey and ita tree instltutiona; they do. 

Thq just take thea tor granted. Their principal intereata lie elsewhere. The7 

speed verr little ti• ta oitizenahip. The7 spend Yery little time on educating their 

children 1n the dutiea and responaibilitiea of •embers in a tree aociet,.. And yet, 

ci tisma~ should be the aost important 111terpriee in the life of a cit is en. 

Ye are all convinced that our country is sound. lothing can hurt it. It does 

not need our personal attention. Here is where we make the great aistake. the poli­

tical boeaea and grafters and oorruptioniata do pa7 personal and continuing attention 

to government. The7 do take tiae out tor it. And in the struggle between the active 

dark forces and the passive and indifferent torcea ot light, the dark torcea win out 

innitably. '!he task ot -1nta1Ding a tree gonrmaent, ot rumin1 a d•ocracy ie a 

ve17 di!fic ult and exacting task. It ia a da7-b7~7 job. Unleaa there is eternal 

Yigilance, expreeamg itaelt in action, a d•oaraoy slipa back very quickly into law­

leaaneaa, into cbaoa, into dictatorship. The great democracies of the past which 

periahed were tirat corrupted trQB within. Pol:itical ne1llgenoe on the part or th ir 

citizens and aorel laxit7, the underaining ot home and ta■iq, prepared the wa7 for 

the Ticioua el91lf1Dta, the era•• ot heart and the grasping ot hand, who are aln7a 

there lurking in secret places, •iting tor their opportunit7 to atep in and to take 

over. Bepneration ot the Aaerioan people, a reli,aioua revinl, 1a lone oYerdue. 




