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.l diaciple once asked hia muter, I venture to u about deat .• 

replied, " le you do not know life, bow can you .__ about th?• 

Lite i a IW'IT,.,. .. ry nd death is an n atery. o can tat o t 

penetrable proce••• ot grow th and decay, the eni of existenc ? 

But death always stirs rtain deep and o r thoughts in the min ot to ht,-

tul ople. Death re of the f'ug1 ti v character ot our lite and of t nift 

puaag of our day-.. It us ware, harply and dr tical]y1 of t i 

eluctable tacts ot human destiny, of the thing which cannot bend to o will, r 

ster, nor circumvent. 

Death co le us to contront, bo119ftr umrillin>ly, the boundari s of our power, 

the lillitations ot our capacitiea. "All t1e h shall perish to ther, an s 11 

turn again into dust.• 

How maey dre ... remain nft9- ny; hopea unfulfilled when th • 

mona ua? EYen it we are pri vile d to reach t h ot ~ ot t • 

acore years and ten, and it by strength, tour aco -••.,.•. 

Therefore, the Psalm:1. t prayed, "Teach 1181 O Lord, to number our days t t 

y get us a heart or wiado .• The presence ot ath should not fill o heart. 

with deapair. It s ould rather teach us 1'18dom. How to live and bow to use our 

fleeting daya to their utmoat, bow to crowd eac passing hour with tullnesa and mea 

ing and purpose. T e ver-preaent tact ot death sho ld help us to clear our perepeo-

ti ft on lite and on our ibi tiona, and should gi • deeper inaight into the true 

a n and va or 11.fe. 

Dear friend , we are tbered here - t. ly, r latifta and friend.a - to 7 a 

last uur ot orial tribute to Hir Rivits, whose earthly oare r 1 now ended 

and who has ntered pon that pil __ ..,_ nerlutin which day' you d I, too, 

will called upon to undertake. • Rints lived in our coanwiit," tor 111' are. 



He contributed in a ost igniticant manner to its industrial progress and p-building. 

He revitaliud one of the important industries in our country, and i ted in the 

denlopnent or new technical processes w ich greate expedi d and incre s its 

du.ction, thereby contribution tot he material wellbeing or ey people . 
a 

To hie takas • RiTits brought/keen mind , unuaual ~oura nd 

a confident outlook. e was alway' intellectually alert, well info d nd eag r tor 

knowled e . He had the faith and the initiative ot a ster builder. 

Mr. Rivits believed in hi ·country, its institutio. s , its peopl , d i s ture . 

He loved America. His life wa part ot the exciting sap which 1 America. Bo in 

humble oircumstancea , he worked his way steadily upward by dint or unremi ttin effort , 

perseverance and native ability, seizing every opportunity for education nd ctn.n~ 

nt .until be reached to a poai tion of eminence no the industrial leader or our '. 

nation. llr. Rivi.ts often spoke of his ear:cy 

frequently his youth at the ti nal Farm School 

hie early at.ru gl s . He recalled 

Philadelphia where he a an 

honor pupil, and of the years when he tudied law, a pro••sion, however , which 

cH.d not practice. He looked upon hia early struggles as the logical rungs upon hie 

an rican in tbia gracious land of freedom and opportunity could ise to hi her 

leTels or economic c~tence and influence • 

• Rivits was a man of strong and outapoken convictions• and whether one agreed 

th them or not , one could never question their sincerity or their patriotic tiva

tion. llr . Rirlts was for n:, years very active in the Boy Scouta ove nt or America , 

for be was interested in and greatly believed in the youth or our countr;y. He wu 

also active in the Society tor the Blind d in the American Heart Association. For 

ny years he was a mber ot T Temple . In recent years he videnced a growin ~ 

ticipation in other philanthropic and civic cau • • 



His frienda nd relatives will mourn his passi~ . Hia belo d dau hter nd r 

f ly 11 forever cherish the me ry ot a devote a£fi ct on te p nt and d-

parent. Thi th hie me110r., al_,,,_ ys to tho ho • on, ut o 

cannot be torg tten. 

What mo y? t re can w whe w stand for e 

Tei la of the tery of ath, veils which so d 7 we , too, shall t trate, 

but in humble su ssion to One ordai all th n s, w th we derstan t 

or not , 1 t ua re at in t spirit of our anci nt aa • • •All th t t e tor oe■ i 

for the beat.• 




