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THI RELATIONSlnP :&ti·nEEh THE AMERICAN JEWISH COIDIURITY AHD ISRAEL 

ADIBESS BEFORE RATIONAL CONP'.ERENCE OF JEWISH COIIIUIIAL SERVICE 
CHICAGO I ILilNOIS, JUD 3, 19S2 

BY 
IE. ABBA HILLEL SIIiER 

I ban spoken trequent'.q, since the establishment of the State of Israel, about 

the relationship between it and the American Jeriab 0011111unity. I do not knot that I 

bave anything new to add to what I have already • aid. I oan only reoapi tulate am. 

bring into i-oou■ a t• lead:1. ng ideas ot mine which many others, I am sure, share with 

-· 
In 1948, a tn monthe after Israel was established, I addressed the Biennial 

Aea•bly ot the Union ot American Hebrew Congregation• which met in Boeton. In that 

addre•a I outlined rq thinking on the subject ot the tuture relationship between the 

state ot Israel and ti. AJnerioan Jewish 00llllimn1ty. In the years which have followed, 

I have tilled in the outline, but I have had no reason to change or aodiiy tba baaio 

po•ition. 

'!he establiabaent or the State or Israel i s bo d to have an ettect upon the 

future courN ot the Jftiah people throughout the world, and upGn Judai• reaembling 

analogous ewnta in the hiator:, or our people in the past. The destruction arxl the 

Natoration ot the atate in the 6th oentU17 before ti. OollMC>'l Era, and again, the de

ftruotion 1n the year 70 or the C0111110n Era are ld.leeton• in Jewish hiator:, ae well 

•• turning points. They toroed political• social and spiritual adjustmlnte on our 

people, and tnud a new way ot lite tor th••• The reeetabliahment or the Jewiah State 

in our day 1• dee\ined to becCDe just such a llileetone and turning point. The.,..,. 

1948 will tab ita place ..,ng the three or tour JDOat important date• in Jmeh bieto17. 

We are too cloee to the ennt to naluat.e it properl3', but we can begin to die

oem eome ot i ta vast illpli cationa. 



The first 11 a p-,ohologioal one. After nineteen oenturie • the Jewi•h people 

has regained national 1tatua. It baa rebuilt. ita national center in ita anceatral 

ho•• The Third Ccalo1 dtaltb of the Jniah nation 1• an accmpliahed tact. The 

State of Israel mdata. 

A• a reault, the concept ot the andering Jew ia bound eventua~ to di•ppear 

along with the tena • galut11 - exile. When pe ple can of their own rr.. will return 

to their anceatral home, they- are not in exile. On11' compulaor;y banishment epella ex

ile. All nation• Nod forth imid.grants to all parts or the world. People are con

tinually aoving troll one country to another, and changie their citisenehip, but. t.he7 

an not regarded •• exiles. Thia tact alone - the end ot national exile tor the J 

iah people,•• auoh - ia atined to af"tect tavorabq the paycbe ot the Jew throU1h

out the world. It will enclolr him, wherever he lives, with a self-resp ct aud ~ nor-

malcy long wanting in Jewiah ~rience. taver. the Jew is destined to create in 

the tu.tu.re in art or in literature, will, I bell , renect this new attitude of djg-

nit7 and confidence. There will be liUCh l.esa or i n and tension in hie creativ 

work, l••• of the apirit ot dejection or ot r belliong. 'lbere will be less obeesaion 

with anti-Se8'.ti• and with apologetics. This 1 not to 9\lggest that u a llfJllber ot 

a ldnority p-oup the J will no longer be eubjeot to tho:1e diaorim.1.nationa which, in 

var.,1ng degreea, are vieited uoon minority groups in most pa1-te ot the world. But in 

this regard he will aha.re an identical but not a unique or aggravated lot. It waa 

alwap tm double liabilit7 ot hi• pr9dicament - that of being a ainorit7 group awr-y

where and poeNs d o a national center nowhere, which dmb]T exacerbated hi• poai

tion in the world. He will tight tor his tun and equal right• ~, more con

.tidentl.7 and more resolutely, enheartened b;y the tact ot the nn atatua and dignit7 

whioh ha~ come to his people thrrugb the recreation o the State of Israel • 

.lnotmr aportant con•quenoa ot thll epochal ewnt which ha• taan place 10 ra

centq 1• the ...-.. noe ot a •jor Jniah population center in the East and tba n

upibg ot t.h• world Jnish population. It 1• quite poe il>le that it t1- pre•Dt 



rate ot 1-igration oontinuea, the Jffi•h population ot Israel by 1960 will be 

2,000,000 or mre. It lllght aubatanti&blT inanaae in aub•quent year•. Three to 

tour llilllon ia not an exoeaaive tigureJ ao that, outeide or t be united states, the 

population ot Iarul will be the larges'\ Jewiah population in the world. Thu•, a 

p-eat conoent.ration of our people will again take plaoe in the Ea•t• tha cradle ot 

our people and ot our tai th, and thl Eaet ra tMr than the at will again beco the 

deoieive cultural m111eu of the oreatiw Jewiah life ot toaorraw. An intere•tin1 

blending ot tt» Bast and the at will take place in that corner of the lf'Orld which 

t1a and again hae aerved both as an entrepot and crucible of cultures and religion■• 

An impoeinc nn qntheaie llight oonoeivably result when J•• brin into that land 

which in the paet waa ti. natural h ot aeera, prophet& and myetica, the aoienoe, 

teolmoloa, and the political and econcsd.c conoeptioM or tha at. Jna are coming 

ana will c to Israel fro• all parta or thll world t aa . oples o to the United 

Stat.a trm all pa.rte or the world, and just as :t co tl7 became a meltine pot ot 

peoplea, ao Iarul ia de tinea to become ltin pot of world Jflff'Y• In a aenae, 

it ia that alread'3'. American life 1•ichly profited from the unitold &ifta and tal

ents which many people• broupt to it. Israel, too• is <!eati ed to profit trom the 

•kill.a, C\llturea and e.ithuaiasms which Jen t. orld over will br ng to t . The 

namism, the .uzing outpourinK ot creative energy which is alre d;y in evidence in 

I arael, rill inareaae in the ye rs to com • Life 1n Israel will b characterized, I 

beliffa, b7 that aaae nergy, initiati , and inwntivenees which have characteriHd 

Aaerioan rue. so that a very axciting and praaising new chapter in Jniah hiatorr 

1• beginning. 

llbat Will be the political implication• of th establlslwent or I rael tor Jen 

livirc outside oL Israel, and what will be the attitude oL Diaapcr J- tonrd• Ie

rul! It 1• clear that the •Jorit, ot the Jfti•h people will, 1n the tore-ble 

Mure, 11w outside of Ia-ael. Th• idea ot the ultillate di ppearanoe ot the Diupora 
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may be theoretically held or e'ftn advocated. It is not practica~ valid. .lallUll

ing that Israel will, in the cour• ot time, come to contai.n thrN or four or enn 

fiq llillion Jflfl's, the majority ot the Jewish people will nevertheli!allill reside 

outai&I ite borders. This was the caee, also, during the Sacond C011110nnalth, ee

pecial]3 in the centuries immediately preced:1 ng the destruction in 70. It has been 

estimated that in the elosi~ centuries ot the Second Commonw alth about 21 ilillion 

Jews lived in Palestine and about Si, million lived outaide. There was a considerable 

dispersion or our ~ople in the aix centuries beftJr the comt.10n era which extenud 

1'rca the border• or Pltrsi.a in the East to Spain in the West, and tran Ethiopia clear 

to the Black Sea. Important centers of Jewish life existed, aimultaneoualy, with 

the Jm.sh State, 1n Babylon, Egypt, Syria and A ia Minor, in the ialands or the 

•diterranean, in Greece and in Ita]i. It has been estimated that every tenth per

son 11 ving in the Roman Dipire in the first cent~ o the common era was a Jn, and 

ewey titth person 11~ in the F,astern edite 

diaper•ion waa not alway• thl result of ~8ions. It 'Was not always involuntary. 

Jews emigrated tratJ. Palestine tor reasons also of trade and OOIW~•, o£ eooncaic op

portum.ties elsnhere, perhaps also because of crowded conditions 1n tha homeland. 

What waa the relationaihip or the JflWB who liwd outside of Palestine to the Jaw

ieh State? They owwd no political allegianoe to the Jewish state, and the Jftiah 

state exeroieed no poll tioal control over thmn. • have the test:morv of the Jewish 

philosopher, Philo, who lived 1n lgypt in the .ti.rat century, who writes, 

Ho one country can contain the whole J-1.ah nation, by naeon of 
it• populouaneaaJ on which account thq trequent all tba aost 
pro9P9roua and fertile countries or Europe and Asia, whither ie
landa or cont.inente, loolcing indNd upon the holy' city aa tlwir 
•~• 1n which i• erected the sacred t.emple of the met hip 
God~ acoounting thoae region■ which ha-q been oocup:S.d by tbe:lr 
father■ and grandfathers and great-grandfather• and Rill more re
aote anoenore, in which they l'ave been born and brought up, u 
their oountrz • 
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The country in which they lived was their country. The aiatence ot a Jewish 

state did not d1m1nieh b7 an iota their loyalty to the countries in which thq lived 

and in which the7 and their children were born. Theirs was no dual allegiance. Dual 

allegiance was never a tact in Jm.ah experience. I t 1 s the .frightened and the in

secure JflW, the one who ia generally unhappy about s Jewish lineage who tr.le• to 

OlJlT7 favor with the non-Jewish world on the eis ot selt-ett cement, woo spread• 

the charge ot dual allegiance against those te 1.1.ow--Jen who are not so trightened anf 

.rv11e. 

The Jn• whO 11 ftd out.aide ot Palestine in tho• daya neverthelt! sa recogni•d 

Palestine•• the non-political center ot world Jewr,, especially because it •• thl 

oent.r ot their religion. Jt •• the Holy Iand. In Jeruaal• was the Temple dedi

cated to tbi Ood ot Ierael. Thq were 111.ndtul ot th propbeq, 110\lt ot Zion shall 

go forth the Law, and the word ot the Lord tr ea.• Palestine wae their an-

cestral home and the center ot Jewish religious rabip. The7 made frequent pilgrim

age• to Palestine. On the festival• ot the pilgrilia , thouands or JflflfJ from all 

parte or the world pound into Jerualem. It wae a mered custom ot Jfffls enl')'Where 

to contribute annually a balt-ababl, which at atated period• was collected and car

ried to Jeru•le■, aa their wluntary contribution toward• the •1ntenanoe of their 

central religiou• in.titutiona. Thay helped thl nation to defend it•lt wban Ro• 

attacked it, and thq aupported the rebellion ot Bar lochba apinat Ro• in the -

cond oentury wb9n tba Jft8 ot Palestine attapt.ed to repin their independence. Thlf' 

•nted the Jewiah state to •uni.Te. EYm after thi dl•truction ot the Tanple, the;, 

continued to reco~e the autborit)" ot the religious and epiritual leaders ot Palea

tine, ot thl Sanhedrin and ot the great religious aoadelldea, and to •end their •U

iapoad tax tor the suppor\ ot thl ottioe ot tba IUi and ot aoholare. The "9riah 

oc uni t18• in other pan• ot the world, which later on ••tabli•hld their GIil aoada

iea and produced their own illuatrioua religiou• leaden, newrthele•• aooepted tm 
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superior authorit7 ot the religious lead rs and center• in P&lestin. '11'111 author-

ity ot the patriarchat which existed to the Sth ntu:-;y and of the Palestinian acad-

eld•• and t 1r prerogatiTes in such matters the t1.xin or the calendar tor 1d 

Jf1ff7 and the ordinetion ot labbia waa, with but occasional xceptions, ac pted by 

an. Th Jen tully under tood the ortance or ntaining a c ntor, a unifying 

and organim.n c nter or Jmsh life, peoial after the :1truoti, n both o. the 

State and t!le T le. They :telt the need tor eom visible authority to hold than 1io-

ther against the foI ce3 which threatened to diaintegra ~e them. They knenr themeelne 

to be nd they iehed to remain <'n people , o hi torio O<bll'Utli ty, uni tA1d by c on 

a,mpathi s, 1. ired by ocmmon m:>ries, iarin tlEll\Y likene sea, ni coo rati 

with ch other tor camno J"\rpODes and a in t common enead. a. R deetro,ed Car

thage. It dentreyed lso the Carthaginian nation. Rome destroyed Judaae. It co ld 

not destro., the Jewish nat on. It only disrupted it olitical center and added to 

the dispersion ot the ople. 

To 9\111 upa there pereiated throughout the c n • the liveliest iltlr.ict on be-

twettn Palestine 1100 the Jews o the Diaepora which no a boon to both and which st< 

guarded the integrity of the people nd the character ~ its faith. en the center 

in Palestine had become totally din-u ted, nd the Jns o~ the Diupora were toroed 

to 1nm to other center• tor spiritual guidance - to Babylonia, Northern Africa, 

Spain an:i el here - they nevertheless kept alive in their stron Hes anic faith 

the hope ot the return or the nation to Palestine and the restoration ot it,11 reli

gious center there. 

It hutory 1 &J\Y guide, the J•• ot today who will continue to live in other 

land• will, by rxl lar , maintain the u.me attitude ton.rd8 the state ot Illl'&el a■ 

their toreta'libera did. Theirs will be a 1DOl't sympathetic reationahip tanrda that 

land. Thi:, lrl.ll materia~ help it to beorb aa M1J7 J.,,. •• will n•h to go there 

or •7 have t.o go there. Tbl7 will lp to build up it• cultural, eoien\1.tio and 
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spiritual inatitutiona, u wll aa its ecol'lOld.c life ao that it may becaoe a land of 

which Jen ner:y1'bere can be proud. For the e19s ot the world will be on the land 

ot Israel to see what Jen, u a people, can accompllih on their mm. Israel will 

come to be again the nox-political c nter or orld Jary. Pilgrime will o there •• 

of old - and not mer ly the piO"u. • Ther will b a f're nOl't" of manitold cammmica

tiona, or mutual stimulation, ot g1.v take. I ael will a 1n co. to exercise 

a unUying and arustaining int'lu nee in Jewish life ev rywhere. shall in one 

ptiople, one hiatorio c unity, as ot old. a.it the Jews of Israel will be Israeli 

oitiune an<' t J s or t united States nil be citizens of the United States, 

and aimilarly with Jews in other lands. They will owe undivided all giance to their 

reapeoti-v countries and they will discharg loyally their full dutiea as citicena, 

an the7 will participate actively and whole-beartedl,y in the social and C\\ltural lite 

of the lands ot 1iheir birth or adoption, as J 

tain a pecial ttac nt to the land 0£ Isr 1 

y will re-

ill in no way interte th 

their dutiea an obligat:!. na citizens oft. ctive countri s. It•• Vol-

tu.re who said t t every cult d man 10uld 11ro i'a herlanda - his am 

Fra.,ce. in an ven more profound sense, but equally non••poli cal, it. pplied 

to the J nd Israel. I ael ill 1 the Sabbath in the lif of our peopl hen, 

accordini to beautihl traditio.1, an additional o l is vouchsai: d unto • 

It, ia t,o the _ tere t, not lone of t Sta o~ I sr el, hie w 11 ha to crmr 

replenishn¥tnt and econoll'i.o nd po tical support fro tho Diaspora re-... "··o·1r tcr 

yea~•a to c , but or t Jewish peopl as a whole am of Ju • an, t • 10ble t, cro-

tion or ·tJle J ah people and w. upreme gift to 1 , that Di epora JfSWr¥ hould 

reaain ri.tal• vigorous oo spiritually aound. All ta .. , 1 ver patriot o.ll,Y moti

vated, hioh dero t.e• Diaspora Juwry or ltoget r write• it ott, is aninale•• 

and hal'llhl in the axtr-. 
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It should newr be forgotten that what our people pos es e today ot cultural 

and spiritual treasure• 1• not excluaiw~ the creation ot the Jf!'fls of Palestine. 

The 4,000-year-old drama ot the Jewish ople s nacted on mor than one world 

stage. Sane o~ its principal actors, tram oees to Moeee, never lived in Palestine. 

Even when there was a tlourishing Jewish lite in Palestine, there 'lfere also tlour-

i ahing Jeriah ooaaunities in other lands. Babylonian and Pal etinil.ln J~, tor ex

ample, re-enforced and enriched one another, and both made gnificant if not c 

parable oontributiona to the 8UII total ot Jewish lite and thoaght. 

What 1a clearly indicated today ia the eetting n motion ot thll liveliest poe

sible spiritual and cultural intercomnunicationa nd interact nne between Israel and 

the Df.upora, a:hdlar to that which existed durj_ng the period ot the &tcond Common

... 1th. 

In Act, now that Tbeodon Hersl 1 political program ha• been triumphantly con-

_, __ ted and the work ot etate-bu.ilding and t bf-ring ot our people 1• pro-

ceeding apace, the reetorat.ion mowment my wll ve into its ,,1r1tua1 and cultural 

orbit which wu defined tor our da7 and which is ident1tied 1th the name of Abad ua .... , 

another great Zionist. The ultimate objectives both ot Hersl and Abah Ha-u -,re the 

••• though in practical lite they ~quant~ clashed. Heral •• impreased ~ 

with the J>bT■ioal and political problem ot thl Galut, and sought a political solution 

tor it in the creation ot a Jewish state. Abad Ha-D .,, the apiritual probla ot 

the Oalut in teru ot the threatened cultural am spiritual diaintegration ot our 

people, and be aought a aolntion tor it 1n the creation ot a apiri tual and cultural 

oenter for our people in Pl!lleetine. 

It was fortunate that the sound political Y181.on and progr ot TModON Hersl 

goyerned the course ot the ao"YWnt until th• state •s established. A Pl"-ture 

cmtl"-ellpbaeie ot the cono pt of a epiriiaJal or cultural center would haw found the 

Jm.ah people UQJrwpared tor the tinal polltioal and ld.litar, truggle without which 



the State co ld ot have b en established• aoo Yd t hout "Nhich tl in-gath!iring ot 

myriads of our . ople c, u.ld not ha e been a coo ..,liahed. .Abad -em discounted too 

much the value of practical work in P lestine and ot political and cliploo:iat.1.- action. 

He as too skeptical of' th capacity or PalestirJe to absorb them uick'zy. 

It-. t 1{13nl' s political triumph now .. v ~h~ way er the vision 1hioh e Abah 

Ha-am I s - tl t ot a radia in"' cultUrPJ. ce ter in a ,, oonstitu·'· d J . s·,:,at tlch 

o ld also ~ rve ae a unifying intluenc for world J Y• Ahah ~-am did tx:>t beli ve 

that a 'total kibbutz ij lgyoth., "a total in-g ther. • o .. all J ~., was .leas bl or 

necessary tor tho opiri t l ·.nfluenc -r.-hic' • ry at uc d J rlsh Sta oo., true to • 

essential g nius n· char.:1.cter OJ. historic I srae 1 ~ cou_d co. to OY..erci in lforld 

JtJWry. 

'!'he Jtntl h ;co. u. ie~ of th inspora will look n er or all stiDula iu in-

fl enco3 hich mi ht emanaGe fro Im·ael i t t .. • nut Diaspora J--~~~r ne rl not 

re in a mere p~si e r cipiant of Israeli cult r 

indeed so often in the ast it did bee e, areat 

l enoes. It oan bGcCJDe, as 

ita own r.i.cht, where..-er t 

religion, langu ge and literatur or the Jewish peop er oater d. 

Israel nd th Di spora s ould remain inter-depend nt, piritually inaeparable, 

though politically e arat ani apart. Both sh uld be 1elped to become stron and 

creative. 

But i. OL'" er th t th J h community in the uni d States mtght become strons 

and creatiw, it .. s • eential that strengthan the basic a noi s and instituti.01 

hich alone can inoure its growth nd slllTlval. And here, I crave your indulpnoe 

tor I suapect tbs t ot ~, v lews will not be ntirely acceptable to •ome ot 7ou. 

The world Jerlsh uo um.ty is very o1d. It ie perhape aore realistic to speak 

ot world Jerla communities in the pl • Tl ee J ah communities through the cen-

turie• t,ook on a wide variet7 or organizational torma - in tact, alaost •nr:r con

ceivable tor-m, dictated b;y external poll ti.cal oonditiom or internal preterenoea. 
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There ver was a single pattern. There could not be tor a living orp.ni• which•• 

detftrmined to surrl. under all corxlitiona. hat was constant in their ccamunal l.U'e, 

ht.her in tm; anci nt or d or th Graeoo-R.oman orld or tha Christian or Moslem 

orld, • t ill to liv as a Jewish community an to perpetuate nd tranlllllit their 

r ligious rait • t energized that ill wa the conviction t t &ey were bound by 

a covenant and c rged itb mlasion, rxl tl 1r oel f in the auperiority nd ill 

the orld-aerving r,d world-conquerin& destiey of their taith and th ir ay or lite. 

The riCi. Jewish c unity is one ot the llON rec nt on the J ish commun-

ities ot bisiiory, lbeit t larg t d by £er t st prosperous. It bas mA1lY' dia

tinative .teatu es. It la •t in a distinctive nTiro n • Nevertheless, ite exper

ie 4cea ar not ntil· ly uni ue. Its organizational tructure baa pr'9oedenta, and it• 

proble • or aurnval a n t itbout llel in J ish history. In apeoulating, 

th.tr fore, about i fuliure, 1 o l be 

of othar Jewis co uniti 8 n the lon pat, 

g neration1. 

into account the experienc • 

consider well the years o! ?\Y 

hen I p k 0£ tu. orld J i oo unity-, I have in mind the historic ethnio

relie:ioua gro p w. ich, t a •Am Iisra l•, peopl ot Israel, or "Beth Yi8l'Ul11 , 

tlw Eo hol of Israel, or 'Bene Yisr 1 , ~he c, • ldren o~ Iara.el, or n Adat.b Yisrael•, 

l,y o I rael, or • aseth Yisrael", tae Congregation ot Iarael, he'\iher at 

h i Pal at or scatte d in a gi at di r on, wa al y inextrioably bound 

up ith its li, on., :1 trugg d l-o pi·e~ -ve itc iuentity, and always r mained 

one nd ldirlai le. T re was nev thle in our recorded history when th oonoepta 

of faith an· pe _ ". • ooia d, h ther wre period• o~ great apoataey and 

thre tening aesimi.la en. Pro essor pf liter i• correct when he clared tbat on],y 

Jen a.mo all opl a i11 antiqui "united nationali• and religlon 1 a llilllle U'

dent c:t.votion". It a di£ficult to determine 1'hich motil 1• atronpr - the ethnic er 

the relit:iou • Ev n t. Ra.bbia of old diftered on • aubject. Hor is it important. 
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It i• sufficient to Nll•ber that with tha collapae of the Jewish state and the exile 

of the people, both a£ r thll first and the •oond Deat.ructione, neither the Jewish 

people nor it religion coll.apNd. The i'aith 91.urtained the people. The pe,ople iuin

tai d their faith. 

Up to ne period o the »nanoipation and tor ame timl therearter - in :£act, up 

to the close of 19 oenliury - ~- if aey queat:1.oned the baaioally and tre ominant-

)Jr religious ch-raoter or the Jewi oOIIIIIWlity. th the apread ot aeoulari and 1he 

ri ot na· • o li ,, f orta •re made, particularly in Eaatern Europe, to reconavuot 

t • Jew-lsh oommunity into a secular natJ.onality organizat.:i.on in hich religlon would 

occupy tol rated pos tion aJ10n UU1Deroua other o tural, educational am aocial ac

tivitie • 1 philoeop}v of Diaspora natd.onalian was evolved by such thinkers as Simon 

Dubnow and Chcia Zhi tlova ry whic , oppoeed to Zionism, anti cl pated tbe continued •• 

ietence or tl Jai.eh opla as a sec lar, natio ·nority in the Diupora, posses•d 

of constitutional te s which wo d in o lity statu , col!lftUM.l •lt-

gov rnment, ed cational auto~, and t right to e 111' its own language. Tbe1•e 

wa a brier moment tollowir g t-he .. int orld hen thi• BNmed possible in so 

countri a 0.1. E&etem Europe • a result of epeo l pro •~one incorporated 1n the 

nori \y tre t • of t, Peace Conferenc • Hoarever, national minority r.lgbta eoon 

ran into violent reeietanoe on the part of governments nd rapid nul.lifioation i'ol-

1.owwd. Today, with th practical liquidation ot these Eas rn European Jf'Wrie•, the 

aubject or niaay,ora nationaliSlll hae hecane pure~ academic. Western ».iropean and 

A ric n J c uniti haw newr eked nor cb the7 de■ire aey apeoial statue 

ae national ndnor:lti • Thia oonoept is alien to the polit.ioal structure of the• 

countriee, re de ire equal rights of citis nship and freedom from all form• 

of dieorimination. No more, no le • 

The rican Jrollh oar,mmi t ot toaol".row will continue •• 1 t is toda7, and tar 

u long a.a .AJierica r.ma:S.na tree, on a pure~ wl\llltar7 bald.a of •U.c:tanoe, re-entoroed 

b7 no lap]. constiraint, no guranteed m:S.nori v right■, and no quaai-goftrlll8D l man-
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dates like tho which ,r ere enOo19d by the French and Belgi n consiatorie~ organized 

by Napoleon, or similar oonmunity etructures w. oh .riwd e . ~ r t ir authori v 
and proteotion fro. the ste.te . It will be centered in Judai or it will t surviw. 

It will be as an thnic-r lie1 cus community t t _ t 11 csrry on in the ~ eri. an 

a._ no, or it rlll disintegrate in too co rs o t T t rm et nic- ligicms ts 

broad enough to include al 1 that re mean n 

Jewish philanthropy, Jewish socinl eervice, J~is culture - but lt is not so broad 

as to give to thcoe de ivative activities priority over the S)'?lngc,gue a 1d re igio 

educatio• • cur co eontratio! in the last gen rati J?l u.,J n pl:ilanthropy > r r~ .r:n re

li•f snd civil def'en !ia.J rsuaded .. ey Jtt , run afr .id, not lon , t at th e 

r pres nt th ess hCe and totality of Judaism, but "hat ti y r also t tru ans 

of our survival. This is a dang rous deltisft.o 1. _ ese activitiP.s a OOruill nuable, 

roo s no:.· it nouriahing str~ngth. J n~h lii'e 

111 set in unless toe tre sends ·te roots 

ah ~ire. But th y ... . ot 

ioa rill wither, 11nd dry-rot 

tot rich soil or J sh 

faith and J c ls. le:.trrJ • n:r . It ~h u.11 ls be orne in mi "'l that the S te 1 steadily 

raovi.~ ·n Jn all fi lds o! so~ial n lta a rv ceo , p ns:t i18, .~oci.u z d m3dicix. , 

and 11 f rm ... or .. c11r:lty, . d tht; :lmpo ~ nc at 1.,h__, private or denom na.tio al a ency 

in th s ti ld w 11 O'tr iv; 1y dimin e • Th ... " , ·~1 re i.n 1·ttle hich •rill bo 

pecitioally JeNi h i n th ... fiel o· o gunized s c • al n-ioe. Li ... 1i , oa ,1. i na 

for foreign r lief ill t c •:>.1'tin ln· etl i ly, 

keep Jewi h 11f pr n ntl.y al rted and mobilized. 

nno t b CO'J.llted 

thout a vital r ligion and a 

r plenia.rl.ng J h ~~~-ion and scholars ii, L' A~ loo J . s1 c • ity 11 

linger en as a "ffanin nd deca n~ rosldu ft, s-..~ n twil ht zo. e or dritt 

to 

until sonie unfor e n slk-m break owr ·t, att ok its weakened tr , n shatters 

it beyond pair. 
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The J urvi'Y' d ... n the lJiaapora beca se he c nliered his 1 e .n th oon e -

tion, the chool and th syna~guo. T co 1gn ticn l. cl y gog c in 

1n ex1 le aa aurro te or T :llple, state and gov--..--nt. It prov d 50 a\,;l!o t to 

their eds an, 001 -, charaote.L· t , t tl1 ro aght 

mt d, o t ose oom-

JRWll.tieS r di I it 

of i ta life • spiri ~ t 1ro gho t t xile . 

.... th o C4 pe 1 t 0 

ln o 

tically destro 

.. old t r • .uo lo t c ~t!r of J ~ ... .' ll 

ti.all· , t .. c ott ... 1 it pcrtar. c I aris· 

&r gro i 

sporai 

i tr ugt s!gti.tice c _r in I r el, n 

in t tni d ~. te • T e A erica? ewit:L. c .u i ;y 198 it to 

nd 

-
an to hi o 1· it f 11 n: ... a • ! e po ~ on t 

hie:- o ic ork e to rim .. , i.. h 1tur , 

t r Olll ce \ t 1 

• Fort· 

lr. It t li n borro ir1 • It c n 

no lor ~ r ct it piri t • 1 d cul tral •O CO to 

'o • try • lo " r oxiot« s a ro 

pr par o on vict l • 

Fort· t 1 ,. , Y:e net t ~r , pre or ur 

lone ·n e- r ~1 aciliti o, but a o1 I liev in 

ia organized• po~ p ovt::r-o.· 1e.n!z d. t t . :10 nt • t • 

shed in a ri-... - " l'k of org8niz ti n. It poa ·e 

t r . 

uip :;ed 

hat, 

s if no · 

t. 0 1 

sh 11 . a to 

r thiA 1 l C 

crmy 

lp s·ly n

d'fic nt, at 

as not uota o synagogues, school, librar'e, Rabbinic nariea, nd 

soci l u rci ere ar in tu proce o" bull ·n • J ·,s ha 

strat d a f' o solidarity und lo lt , rtic la ly lat te 

ars the un rece nted di•s r pt ever ir £e n 0 

re c d tbea to aist ir1 t ti n ot the 8 of I 

o e o so nd al i • t hour did not find 

th a 11 ~,·mle. All thi 1■ good ildin rial tar the future. 
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The wie,e .rchitects o"' th f ture of the .American J is conmru.i."lity ill oo well 

to ~,. a .l this ·ood hum n ilablc, of' lo ·alty, pr .:d nd r -

sr oneibili t~ , of en ro. • ty· .. nd or anizational skill, to str n ,t the c ~traJ and 

t .e • ndie! .sa e n .... i t1.4t ... ons of the J ish co w ity, the ay ·1gog a .d 

If o ea on.:n is c rrect, if t syna o ue i to co. th in., itutio pr -

ma r sp n ... ibl fer t e survival 01. the A r .:.c • e!'dsh cc, uni t,y, the • ~ t1ust 

dr stica.1 y re-orient t lf. It ll rt hift its mp sis from a pJ;lc o ... w ·hip to 

a p c o: serlc.J..., reli • .... ns edu ati , .far mor·tJ e;.:t nsi: 21. cl _ 0 

t ' .. .,, t\ T ""r-' nich , ·e ?_, ... .,,.. J....:-.. "'· I .:JAc:., o-4 to 

1 i l .uss t!· reiu GY', bat in 

Here is o f ct hich 10·1ld be !'rankly _ao d. Failm to ach the : l.Jr ,r 
adequatel.1' 

L'3 • ... ge/in our &G\oo.'""" ir c n::;i •ni.n Te·:ris: co unit,y to cuJ/~ar 1 

~ ... • 1· .1.. 51A:J~ luY• or scholastioally to 

J • .. • ... h ct·r1 wis .L ... • ,J ti .., 1 ~l.l no 

v ·r surviv :l __ t,_ hi 

0' C lOl.Ct.3. ca._mot 2urviv 1r _ hout J w.:.. h :.. , rt in' • 

o··r ,. p.Le e ploy i othor la.~ ~& dia 1. Ol." 1eir r liu • 1J. ... -cult ur.l 

. p c~ . rru ic., • cl f ,IlJ r .P •.• 1 g. M• • 
i ! _s '(.' ·t.rue e 

lly i t,t . l ls of t hn·ca1 C lO 1_:n•r.:1 • , n, langua pee. 

of ,.,1, ~1. <.: ; !H l~., - .A. .£. n V lt<., TIJ.8 n ar]¥ , u u -
la 8 in the e1:,r • In t,i1e philo ophic fi 1d, no, o'lly tho e b vks c11 were 

ea?·l ' ·,r , Hl d to Je v,.ryuhe-·e xerted aey ,1 L C " ' 

in.fl tte n ce ll tho· g1 t,. 0:1 simp cannot cone i o .. th • at 

er at.iv :i I o· 1 • or .. ]. ,· , . . th r i bl~lo ., top ·1, Ital , 'o •t: 8storn or 

rn rt t f .rence to the d libe te nd extensive cultiva ion or the 

H. .... 1 r. gu9. and lit.,r tur i tles C nter ! • 



cam ot oor o iv of vlt l J. _ sh lifo in th D:1.anpora :thout an ns ws 

tudy' or tht Iebr J c and li r tur • u • o_r o l , t'out 

of Juda in it historic Hebraic mani.festatic.:ns. t 
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n Isruel '1 the J au t 

c~ t . 
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unt·1 r 
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l:i. , o ' l 

"'ta 
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• 
. l ., , s C 
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enta touchin th. . 
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sh 11 : 1 t 

cti :cy

th lo vie 

o . oom. It has 
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• bi-

A 1 Sti t 
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r e ... .:.r o , 
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s r tl ten n hip 11.e for an 

ch lr a Q • t 

mi- io • ' f C 
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d digniey, d v il-

1·t7. T ate l&.n.ui•hing •pirit of 

d appalling t:ra ediea or t two world• rs, 1.t nae 1Dtued 
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with a n• ho and zest tor lire. ch le i destined to c out ot that 11ttle 

land 1n historic rdon nd r compenee. 

In n;,y address b tor the tional Conte nee o the United Jewi h A al last 

Dece bar, I said th t it uld be stran e indeed the J 1n Israel, reacgint to 

the impact of their historic surrounding& invested with prophe an the mammle m 

prompting• 11 about them or greatness nd excel ence or tarmer e nerationa ot an

cestor•, cballen d by their own ood fort ne in • c in fro alav ry to tre d 

and being rebom, a8 it were, into a new life,. nd eager to vindicate thalNlv • and 

their poople in t eyes of the whole world - it would be str.-.."f'~• indeed it thq 

WO!.lJd not in ti:. produce inco rably preciou values which will, again as in th 

rly days, enrich and blees 118nkind. 

I believe this vuly, anri beoauN I do, and be •u• I also believe in thll .future 

or the great Americsn Jewish cannnmi t7, I 

interaction. 

a r for, their cloN•t relation hip and 



the 

t 

1,1.. 1 '-' l1r? 

8h ~ \3 (i 

I have spoken freq ntly, since the establishment of the state of JRrael, ~tout 
t;t"w.J.. 

relatior ship betweenf,.he American Jew·sh communi Y.8Ra lcrn~. I do not know 

t I have acything new to add to what I have already said. I can only recapi u-

late and bring into focus a few leading ideas of mine which m~ny others., I am su , 

share with me. 

In 19L8, a few months after Israel was established, I addressed the Biennial 

Assembly of the Union of American Hebre Congregations which met in Boston. In that 

address I outlined my thinking on the subject of the future relatio r.ship between the 

____ .,jtate of Israel and the A..11 rican Jewish community. In the years which have 
~~ 

fellowed, I~filled in the outline, but I have had no reason to change or modify the 

basic position. 

! &tateei ~ftefll ~h:M -u; establishment of the State of Israel is bound to have an 

effect upon th~ .future course of the Jevn.sh pebple throughout the world, and upon 

Judaism resembling analogous events in the history of our people in the past. The 

destruction and the restoration of the stat~ in the 6th century before the CoDllilon 

Era, and again, the destruction in the year 70 of the Common Era are milestones in 

Jewish history as well as turning points. They forced poll tical, social, and spirit

ual adjustments on ~people, arrl framed a new way of lil'e for th • The reestab-
~ ~h.>1 

lishroent of the Jewish statet ~s desiin~d to become ju&t sue~ a milestone and turning 

point. 11h~ year 19L8 will take its place among the three or four most important dates 

in Jewish history. 

e are too close to the event to e valua e it properly, but we can gin to dis

cern some of its vast implications. 

The first is a psychological one. A~er nineteem centuries the Jewish people 

has rega;ned national status. It has rebuilt its national center in its ancestral 

ho!Ile. The -(hird Commonwealth of the Jewish nation is an c...ccomplished fact. The State 

of Israel exists. 
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As a result, the concept of the wandering Jew is bound eventually to disappear 
along with the term "galut11 - exile. When people can of their own free will return 
to their ancestral home . they a.re not in exile. Only compulsory banishPlent s 11s ex-
ile . All natjon send forth i.I!i.migrants to all parts of the world. ople are contin-

ually moving from ne country to anot r, and change their citizenship, but ey are 
not regarded as exiles. This fact alone - the end of national 'le for the Jewish 

neople, as such - is d~d to affect 

world. It will endow '4me Jew, wherever 

tined to 

favorably the psyche of the Je throughout the 

he lives, w:l. th a self'- respect and a ~':"g~d 

this new attitude of dignity and confidence. There will be much less of 1itla:-strain 
and -., tension in his creative work, less of the spirit of dejection or of rebellion. 
There will be less obsessio I with anti-Semitism and wi h apologetics . This is not to 
suggest that as a member of a minority group the Je ill no loner be subject m:t to 

tM those discriminations which, t.a,. varying degrees, are visited upon Wl@fl'O minority g:r"oups 
in most parts of the world. But in this regard he will share an identical but not a 
unique or aggravated lot. It was always the double liability of his predicament -
that of being a minority group everywhere and possessed of a national center nowhere, 
which doubly exacerbated his position in the world . He will fight for his full and 
equal rights ev~rywhere, more confidently and more r solutely, enheartened by the 
fact of the new status aoo dignity which have come to hi people throueh the recrea
tion of the State O- Israel. 

Another important consequence of the epochal event which has taken place ao re
cently is the emergence of a major Je 'sh population center in the East and the re
grouping of the world J • sh populat ·on. rt is quite possible that if the present 
rate of immigration continues, the J ~.sh population of Israel by 1960 will be 2, 0001 000 
or more . It might substantiably increase in sub equent- years . Three to four mil-
lion is not an excessive figure. So that, outside oft United states, the population 
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of Israel will the largest Jewish population in the world. Thus, a gr~at concerr-

tration of our people will again take place int e East, the crad of our people and 

of our faith, and the East rather than the Vlest will 8gain becorie th" decisive cul

tural milieu of the creative J ish life of tomorrow. An interestine blending of 

the East and the est will take nlace in that corner of the world which ti ... and 

again has served both as an entrepot and crucible of cultures and religions . An im

posing n w synthesis might conceivably result when Jews bring into that land which :in 

the past was the natural home of seers, prophets and mystics the science, technology, 
~~·· ~ 

est. Jews will come~ Israel and the politicAl and economic conceptions of the 
G,4.,t.at ♦ '

,. 
from All parts of he world just as ~oplel~ 11.ln~m.-to t~ united Sta s from aJ].. 

""~,~ /J,,o ~ ~ ~~ ~Q. \.\"1~;,or · parts of th world, an~ Just as this count?ybecame a melting pot of world Jewry . In 
It a sense, it is thAt already . American life richly rofited from the manifold gifts 

-ho and talents which many peoples brought to it1 • Israelis iilteni~e destined to pro
/" 

fit .from the skills , cultures and e thusiasms whic J ws the world over will bring to 

it . The dynamism, the a.mazing outpouring of creative energy hich is already in evi

dence in Israel , will increase in the years to co. • Life in Israel will be charac

terized, I believe , by that same energy., initiative, and invent.iveness which have 

charact rized American life. So that a very exci ing and rom:ising new chapter in 

Jewish hi tory is beginning. 

t e establishment of Israel for Jews living 

atti ude of Diaspora Jews towards IsraelI 

of the Jewish people rill, in the forese able tut 

the 

that the r.mjority 

, live outside of Israel . The 

ide of he ul ti.mate rtisap arance f the Diaspora may be theoretically held or e,ren 

~'\l~~- It is not. practically v lid. ssuming that Israel will, in th course of 

i , come to contain three or four or even five millioh J~ s , the majority of tli 

Jewish p ople ill neverthele s stiJl reside outside it bord~rs . This the case, 



-h-

also, dur.:.ng the second Commonw alth, especially in the centuries imme i tely re-

ceding the struction in 70. It has been stima ed that jn t e closing ce tur1es 

of the S cond Commonwealth about 2-~ million Je-r,s liv d in Palestine and bout 52 

million lived outside . Ther was a consi erable disn rsion of our opl in the 

six centuries before the common~ ra which extti!nded from the borders of Persia in 

the East to Spain .:.n t est, and from E,hiopia cle r to the Bl ck b~a . Import~nt 

centers of Jewish 1:' fe exited, simultaneous , witht'~ -e 'sh State, ·r. L .Non, 

Egypt, Syria and sia Minor, in he i lands rt 'ed:l ~rrane _, i Greec an{ :· 

Italy. It has been est:i.mBted that every tenth p,rson living in he Roman &npire .:.n 
the first century of th common era was a Jew, and every fi.fth erson ivin n he 

East rn ~1editerranean world was a Jew. The gre t dispersion was not, always the re

sult of expulsions. It was not always in~oluntary. Jews emigrated rom Palesti 

for reasons also of tr d an commerce , of econo • o 

also becaus~ of crowded conditjons in the ~omelan. 

t 1 mi ties elsewhere, rhapc 

What was h~ relationshi of the ,Je·ns who live outside of Palestine to the J ,,_ 

ish state? They owed no pol' tical al leg4 ance to the Jewish StAte, d th J i h 
Stntes exe cised no olitical control over them. have the testimony o the Je -

i h philosopher , Philo, who lived ·n Egypt in the fist c ntury, ho writs: 

o one co nt • can co ta.:..n he ,,. hole Jewish nation., by reaso of 
its populousneso; on which ccolillt they freq1ent all t most 
rospero,1s an f erti countrie of o and ia , whet r i -

lands or continen s ., looking indeed pon the holy city as t ir 
m tropolis in which is er cted the sacred ample of the mo~t h ' gh 
God., b t accounting those regio which have b n occupied by h ir 
fathers and grandfa~h and great- grandf th sand ti 1 mor re-
mote an e s l:4rs , in which they hav~ been born and brought p, as 
their country . 

The country ·n hich they lived was heir country . The ex· tence of a J rish 

State did not dirnin~sh by an io t, ir loyalty to t.he count.rie s in which they lived 

and in which they and th~i chi dren wer born . Theirs as no d 1 all giance. Dual 

a legiance was ever a fact ctn Je ish~ erienc • It is h fr1ghtened nd th 1n -

cur J , he one ho .:.s g~n ral y unhappy ab ut his c.,ew h lineag a.- ho trieL to 
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curry favor with the non-Jewish world on the basis of self-effacement, ~
0
spread 

the charge of dual all gianc against thrn e fellow-Jews who are ot so frightened 

and servJ e . 

Th, Jews who lived outside of Palestine in those days nevertheless recognized 

Palestine as the non-political center of world Jewry, especially because it wast 

Holy Land. I~ Jerusal 

was the Temple dedicated to the God of Israel . They were mindful of the prophesy, 

"Out of Zion shall go forth the Law, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem . 0 Pal

estine was their ancestral hone and the center o~ Jewish religious worship . They 

made frequent pilgrimages to Palestine . on the festivals of the pilgrimage, thousands 

of Jews .from all part of the world poured into Jerusalem. rt was a revered custom 

of Jews everifwhere to contribute annually a half- shekel1which at stated perjods was 

collected and carried to Jerusalem,as th~in voluntary contribution towards the main

tenance of their central religious institutions. They :nma.mt helped the nation to de

fend itself' when Rome attacked it, and they supported the rebellion of Bar Kochba 

aga~nst Rome in the second century when the Jews of Palestine attempt~d to regain 

their independence . They wanted the Jewish state to survive . Even after the destruc

tion of the Temple , theycontinued to recognize the authority of the religious and 

spiritual leatlers of Palestine , of the Sanhedrin and of the great religious academies, 

and to send their self- imposed tax for the support of the office of the Nasj and of 

scholars . The Jewish communities in other parts of the world , which later on estab

lished their own academies and produced their own illustrious religious leaders , 

nevertheless accepted the sup~rior authority of the religious leaders and centers in 

Palestine . The authority of the patriarchate which existed to the 5th century and of 

the Palestinian academies and their prerogatives in such matters as the fixing of the 

calendar for world Jewry and the ordination of Rabbis was, w·th but occasional excep-

jons, accepted by all . The Jews .fully understood the importance of maintaining a 

ceeter , a unifying and organizing c nter of J~wish life, especially fter the destruc-

tion both of the State and the Temcle. Th ~ ey f e l the need for some visible authority 



to hold them together a gaj_nst the forces which threatened to disintegrate them.. They 

knew themselves to be and t hey wished to remain one people, one historic community, 

united by common sympathies, inspired by comrr~n memories, sharing many likenesses, 

and cooperating with each other for common purposes and against common enemies. Rome 

destroyed Carthage. It destroy~d also the Carthaginian nation. Rome destroyed 

Judeae. It could not destroy the Jewis1 nation. It only disrupted its political 

center and added to the dispe:rsi.on of the people. 

To sum up: there persisted throughout the centuries the liveliest interaction 

between Palestine and the Jews of the Diaspora which was a boon to both Bnd which 

safeguarded the integrity of the people and the character of its faith. When the 

center in Palestine had become totally disrupted, and the Jews of the Diaspora were 

forced to turn to other centers for spiritual guidance - to Babylonia, Northern 

Africa, Spain and elsewhere - they nevertheless kept alive in their strong Messianic 

faith the hope of the return of the nation to Palestine and the restoration of its 

religious center there. 

If history is aey guide, the Jews of today who will continue to live in ot r 

lands will, by and large, maintain the same attitude towards the state of Israel as 

their forefathers did. Theirs will be a most sympathetic relationshi~ towards that 

land. They Will materially help it to absorb as many Jews as will wish to go there 

or may have to go there. They will help to build up its cultural, scientific, and 

spiritual institutions, as well as its economic life so that it may become a land of 

wmich Jews everywhere C-9.n be proud. For the eyes of the world will be on th land 

of Israel to see what Jews, as a people, can accomplish on their om. Israel will 

come to be again the non-political center of world Jewry. Pilgrims will go there 

as of old - and not merely the pious. There will be a .ree flow of manifold communi-

cations, of mutual stimulation, of give arrl take. Israel will again c to exercise 

a unifyine and sustaining influence in Jewish life everywhere. We shall remain one 
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people, one historic community, as of old. But the Jews of Israel will be Isr2oli 

citizens and the J~ws of the United Sta swill be citizens of the Uni,ed stat~, 

and similarly with Jews in other lands. _Z_hey will owe undivide~ A'l;lewanc~ to the1£ 1 ~ ~~!~ f.-,...,J;;'t:;r,Jl" ~ ~ ~~ ~ 'i(& l)~J ~ 
~ ~ivett,oC!es ~~w!f :l:J,c ge loy1t1:& their full duties as citizens, A, 

As Jews iave a :ways on • But they wi 1 retain a spec ·.11 attachment to the land of 

Israel which wi) l in no way interfere with their duties ~nd obligations as citiz ns 

of their respective countries. It was Voltaire who csai<l that every cul ured man 

should have two fatherlands - his own and France. In an even mo:re pro ound sense., 

but equally non-political, it may applied to the Je r1 and Israel. Israel will be 

the Sabuath in the life of our people when, according to a beautiful tradition, an 

additional soul is vouchsafed unto man. 

It is to the interest, not alone of the tate of srael, whi h will have to draw 

reolenishment and economic and political suppcrt from the Diaspora reservoir for 

ye r~ to corrie, but of the Jewish eo le as a whole and of Judaism, the noblest cre

at·on of the Jewish people and its supreme gift to Mgnkidd, that Diaspora Jewry 

srould remain vita.l, vigorous and spiritually sound. All talk, however riotically 

motivated, hich derogates Diaspora Jewry or altogethe writes it off, is meaningless 

and ltJ~J/~rJ:• p_•tf/tAI' ti;} 
/!!'at our people posses'!!;i!today of cul UJ<'al and spiritual treasures it not ex-

Klusively the creation of #he Jews of Palestine. The 4,oo year-ol drama of the 

Je ·sh people was enacted on more than one orld stage. ome of its Jr i cipal actors 

f'rom Moses to Moses, never lived in Palestine. Even vrhen there was a flourishing 

Jewish life in Palestine, there were also flourishing Jc.vish communities in other 

lands. Babylonian and Palestinia.l Je y, for example, re-enforce~ and enriched o 

comparablerontributions +,o the sum total another, and both made si nificant if ot 

of J ·sh life and thought. 
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~ 'tis clearly indicated today is the setting in motion of the livel·est pos

sible spiritual and cultural intercomt!lunications and interactj ons between Israel and 
tj.. the Dia~pora, similar to that which existed during/feriodj of the Second Commonwealth . 

In fact, no that Th adore Herzl's political p ogram has been triumnhantly con-

summated and the ~ of state-building and th in-gathering o. o eople is pro-

ce ding apace, the restoration movement may -..rwell move into its spiritual and 

cultur~l orbit which was defined for our day and which is identified with the name 

of anoth r great Zionist, Ahad-Ha-am. The ultimate objectives both of Herzl and 

Ahad-Ha-run were the same, though in practical life they frequently clashed. Herzl 
was impressed primarjly with the physical and political problem of the Qalut, and 

sought a political solution for it in the creation of a t.Tewish state . Ahad Ha-am 

saw the spiritual prnblem of the Galut in terms oft t.hreat ned cultural and spir-

itual disintegration of our people, and he sought a solution for it in the creation 

of a spiri ua.l and cultural center for our people in ~alestine . 

rt was fortunate that the sound political vision and program of Theocb re Herzl 
governed the course of the movement until the state was established. A premature 

over-emphasis of the conce t of a spiritual or cultural cent r would have found the 

Jewish people unprepar~d for the final political and military struggle without which 

the state ~0uld not have been established, and vr.i. thout which th in-gathering of 

myriads of our people could not have been accomplis d. Aha.d Ha-am discounted too 

much th€ value of ractical v1ork jn Pal ~stine and of political and diplomatic action. 
He wa:s too ske tical of t.he capacity of Palestine to absorb them q ickly. 

But Herzl 1s political triumph now paves the way for the vision which was Ahad 
"- o~.J Ha-am•s - that of--. radiating cen r in a reconstituted Jewish state which wou_d (' 

also s rve as a unifying influence for orld J y. Ahad Ha-am did not believ that 

a total kibbutz galuyoth, "a tot.al in- gathering of all Jews", was feasible or re ces

s y for the spiritual influence which a reconstructed J ish State , true tot es-

s ntial genius and character of hist ic Isra 1 1 couJrl com toe xercise in world J..,wry. 
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The JE;'fi.sh communities-..::~ Df~~a will look "agerly for all stimulating 
influences which might emanate from~ But Dias,ora Jewry need not remain a 
mere pass·ve recipient of~ cultural influences. It can become, as indeed so 
often in the past ii aid become, creati~ in its own right, wherever the religion, 
language and literature of the Jewish people were foster d. 

I l90.9 Aha a-am wrote in the Hashiloah: "l t is necessary to improve and 

our life as~ people to the utmost possible degree in the Diappora and, at 
the same time, to seek the complete and perfect solution beyond the Diaspora, in 

Palestine." 

Thi. i a goo program for ,Jewish survi al fr m here on. Israel an the Dias-

pora should remain inter-dependent, spiritually inseparable, though politically se 

arate and apart. Both should be helped to ber.ome strong and crea:£ 
~· But in order that the J ish community in the Unite states become strong 

and creative, it is essential that we 3trengthen th asic agencies and institu i.ons 
which alone can insu e its growth and surviv~l. nd here, 11 res rrry t "nk-

ing :the subject of the future of t American Jewish cor.:munit • I crave your in-
~ dulgence for I suspect that some of my views will not be entirely acceptt, to some 

of you. I have t fore t A rican A sociation for 
Je "sh ducat·on and the Central conf rence of .American Ra bie and on nrnuerous other 

The world Jewish community is very olrl. It is perhaps more realistic to speak 
o world Jewish communities in the plural• f ffhese Je • sh cooununit,ies through the cen
turie3 took on wide variety of orga:ri..zational forms - in fact, almost every conceiv
abl form, dictated by external political conditi ns or internal prefere ces. T ere 
never was a single pattern. There could not be for a ljv•ng organism which was de-
termined to survive under all conditions. at was constan int.heir communal life, 
whether in the anci~n world or the Graeco-Roman world or the Christi8n or osl m 
world, wa8 the will to live a~ a Jewish community nd o rpet te and transmi 
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their religious faith . at energized that will was th conviction mt th re 

bound by a covenan and charged with a mission and the f· 
f 

belief in the superior-

ity and in the world-s~rving and world-conq ering destiny of t.heir faj.th and their 

way of life . 

Th A rican Je1· ish community is one of the more rec~nt among th Jewish commun

ities of history, albei the larg st and by far the most properens. It has many dis-

tinctive featur s . It is set in a distinctive enviro et. evertheless, its ex-

periences ar , vt entir•ly uni ue . Its org jzational structure ha~ precedents, and 

its p~oblems of surv_val are not ~~thout parallel in Je ish hi~tory. In specul~ting, 

t erefnre, abou it~ future , it would be w 11 to tRke • r1to accoun ahe exp~rienc odr 

ct,ht-r J~ish cozn.rnunities in he long a t, and to onsider well the .,. .ars of many 

gene!"a • ns . 

Whe Is ak of ,he world Je ·s ornmuni y, I h v • n mcind the hi~ ric ethnic-

:::-eligious group which, heth r HS "Am Yi.sra 1•, t pl of I sra 1, o!" " eth Yi -

rael', he Household of J srael, o ne i rael, the Chi rlren of Israel or "Ada th 

Yisrael", the As~ mbly of Israel, or "Knesseth • srael", he Congregation of Israel, 

wheth~r at home in Palastine or scattered in a great dispersion, wao alway in xtr c

ably bound u with its religi0r, al ays strugg d to , reserve i .~ i.de t fy > and al

ways r rnained one a d indivi ~ibl • There was ~ver a time in our recorded hi 1,ory 

when the concepts of faith nd eople ere dissociated, tpough ther were periods 

of great apostacy and t eatenjng ssimilatio . Professor Pfeiffer is corr ct when 

he declares tr.at o'rlly Jews among all peoples in ~ntia>-1ity ttu ited nat,ionalism and 

religion in ~ sL'1g1e rd nt devotio11 . • It is difficu t t d etenri:" ne hich motif is 

strong~ - he ethnic or the r ligious . en t Rabb so old ·rfered on this 

subject . Nor is it iru ortant. It is sufficie t to remember tha wi h t e collanse 

of t.he Jewi h state and tl e ex· e of he peopl , b ·h af er the first i;iuc e. nd t 

second Des c • ns , neither he Jewj h eo 1 nor its religion colla se The f ith 

s stained h e ~. The .eopl ma.int ined heir fai h. 
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Up to the perio of the llnancipation 8 for ome "'her te - in fact, ur to 

the clo~~ oI the 19th century - few if any qu~stioned ,he basically ~n red :nina tly 

reli6i ous character of t JeY:ish c om.mw1i ty. ·th the spread of secu arism and t 

ri • of nationa ism, efforts wer made, particular in Eastern rop~, to recon-

r; ruct he Jewish co . unity in o a secu ar nat • onality organization in which religion 

wo 1l0. ocr,upy a tolerat.ed position among numerous o h ,r cultural, educat,j ona and 

social activities. A philosophy of Diaspora n tionalism was evolved by such hink rs 

as Simon Dubnow arrl Chaim Zhitlov~ky hi.ch, onposed to Zionis. , anticjpated th~ con

tinued existence of the Je • sh eople as a secular, national minority in the Dias

pora, poRsessed of constitutional guaran es which would insure it natiorality status, 

communal self-government, ducational autonomy, and the right to mploy its own 

language. There as a brief m.or ent follo ·ng he first orld War when h·.n seemed 

possible in some countries of Eastern o e as a~ s lt of special rovjsions in-

cornorated in the minori y treatie of the Peac Conference . Howev r, n tional min

ority rights soon ran into violent resistF-nce on th rart of goverrunen sand rapid 

nullificaticrJ followed . Today, with t. he ractical liquidation of these Eastern Euro-

an Jewries, the subject of Diaspora nationalism has become purely academic . est n 
Euro ean and American Je ish conmun·ties hav nev r asked nor do 1~y desire any s -
cial status as national mi or1 ties . This concept is alien to the political structure 
oft ese cou tries, where Jews desire equal rights of citiz nship and fre dom .fran 

all forms o di~crimination . No more, no less. 

The American Jewish community of tomorrow will continue as it is today, and for 

as long as Am rica remains free, on a pu.r ly voluntary basis of allegiance , re-enforced 
by no legal constr8int, no guaran ed minority rights, and no quas·-governmental man
dates like those hich w re enjoyed by the French Anu Bel ian consistories organieed 
by a oleon, or imilar conll'lluni ty structures which 

protection from th stat . 

st8te-s J ish 

C .uni i f n en l 

riv d sane of their auth ri ty and 

1 o of stat -contro11 an 

l gally r go9niz d 

n in o alon li iou 



The ica J centered in Judaism or it, will not sur-

vive . rt will be as an ethnic-rel lei ous communi y that, it will carry on in the 

American scene, or it will disintegrate in the course of t:une. The term ethnic

religious is broad enough to include all that we mean when we npeak of the J ish 

way of life - Jevri.sh philanthropy, Jevrish social service, Jewish culture - bu it is 

not so broad as to give to these derivative activities priority overt ynagogue and 

riligio s education. our concentration in the last generation upon hilanthropy, 

foreign relief and civil defense has persuaded many Jews, I am afraid, not alon . that 

these J:IX rep~ sent the essence and totality of Judaism, but that they are also the 

;rue means of our survival. This is a dang~rous delu i()n . These activities are com

m~ndable, nee ssary and worthy manifestations of wholesome Jewish life. ut they 

are not its roots nor its nourishing s tr ngth. Jewish life in 1\; rica will wither, 

and dry-rot ill &et in unle s the tree sends it roo s deep down nto th rich soil 

of Je 'sh faith and Jewish learning. It should ls e born~ :in mind that the sta 

is steadily moving in on all fields of social and welfare services, pensi()ns, so

cialized m dicine, and all forms of secur1_ty, and the import?nce of th private or 

denominational agency in these fields will progressively din·· nish. T ere will remain 

little which m 11 be specifically Jewish in the field of orgenized social s rvice. 

Likewise, campaigns for foreign reli~f will not continue indefinitely, and t y can

not be eounted upon to keep Jewish life permanently alerted and mobiliz <l . i thout 

a vital religion and a replenishing Jewish education and scholarship, the JbDC Anl!rican 

Jewish community will J.inger on as a waning and decaying residuum of the past in a 

twilight zone of drift until ~ome unfores en storm br aks over it, attacks its weak

ened frame , and shatters it yond r pair . 

The J WW survived in the Diaspora because he center d his life in 1,he congrega-

tion1 the school, an<l the synago • The con egation and synagogue came into bing 

in xile as surrogate for Te pl , sta e and governm nt. It proved so accordant to 
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their needs and so consonant with their cl".arac r that the returnjng xiles brought 

it ack with them to restore-l Judea. It remained, of course, • th those Jewish com-

~un~~l,~~~~ ~~~•~Et~ w:d ~ a~ 

1F 
o.tJ~~-.Jl:t....t:i.Iw!!.S...SfWWU...-iDl-P'~;.a.z:~~~.e-ilie-~46.tee--B¼ffttt::!::'baneo~-:tr.. In our day we saw 

the oldest and noblest cen rS of J. ish life in Euro pract cally destroyed . Pro-

videntially, two other impt!>rta.nt centers are arisin today and are gro ting in strength 

and significance - t.he national center in Israel, ana the Dia.spora center in the 

United states. The American Jewish communit,y owes it to its lf and to hi tory to . ~ 
take over its full measure of respo 1 sibilit for carryong .-the historic work of 

Judaism. For this mighty ta .. ·k it will have to fjnd, int he future, the resourc s 

within itself. It will no long r be able to live n bo:browing . I can no longer 

ex ct its spiritual and cultural provisions to come to it from the Old orld. Old 

orld J~wry no longer exists a..;, c1. pr.ovisj oning c nter. Y-e shall ha to prepare o 

Fortuna ely,we are not alto ther unprepared or unequipped for thjs task, not 

alone in ext~rnal facili ies, but also, I believe, in inner resources . Alllerican 

Jewry is organized, perhaps over-organize<l. At the moment it is so~e at helplessly 

enmeshed in a veritable network of organization . It possesses if not a sufficient , 

at least not a meager quota of synagogues, schools, libraries, Rabbinic seminaries, 

and social agencie More are in h~ process of building . American J vrs have also 

demonstrated a fine sense of solidarity and loyalty, particularly in these last des

perate year when un recedent d disaste,4swept over heir fellow-Jews in Europe and 

when the historic challenge reach d +,hem to assist in the storation of the State 

of srael . Their reactions were tho~e of a ol)nd and healthy org nism. A rat 

hour did not find them 

for the f'utur. 

small ople . ftll t. • s is g,e;ibi good building material 
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iJjiili ~ wiee architect of the future of the .Arnerj_can Je ish community • 11 do 

well to ~se all this good human material, so readily ava~la le, ~ f loyalty, prjde 

and responsibility, of enerosi .y and organizatjonal skill, to str ngth n the central 
ON-A an the in ispensabl~ ins ti tutio~of tne Je ish community, the s,rnagogue, wAii oh i• 

If our ~easoning is correct, if the synagogue i to become he institution ori-

mar5ly responsible for the survival oft American Jewish connnunity, then it mu.st 

drastically re- orient itse f . It must shift its emphasis from a place of worshi to 

a place of serjous religious education, far more ext nsi e and far more intensive 

than anything rhich we, a+ least we, of tbc: Jiibe:r:•J synagv~ have so far achiev d • 

• h 

corornuRity whi cb we bane ii:1 mi od. rem , but a 

frank facing of this fact is in its li the first step in he direction of finding a 

. erican Jewish community.,..'! am •fre j d, 

v r contributed culturally or 

ools i8 consignir.g he future 

sterility . . o Jem.sh community 

scholastically to J wish life which did not 

foster the H brew language an lit rature. No Je ish commw1ity e r survived for 

10ng which ignored Hebrew. This is an inel'J.ctable fact of our e:,q rience . ca 

not survive without Je ·sh learning. 

Our p ople fr quently e loyed ot r langua e media for their religiou -cultural 

exprescdons - Gr ek, Arabic, Aramaic, and many Euro ean lan ua s . This was true 

especially 5.n the fields of chnical scholarsh p and hilosophy. Hov,ever, th 

language of prayer, po try, e hies and J ·sh law - he deepest and most vital -

wa nearly always in th He rew. In the philo~ ophic fi ld 1 too , only those books 

which r edrly transl ted in uO the Hebre and became avail;. ble to Jews ev rywher 

ext!rted any influen u on J ish life and trough . One simply cannot conceive of e 

grea er ativ periods in our i tory , h her in Babylon, Spain, Italy, or h-

w: tern, r E s rn rop without ref renc to he delib ra e and exten cultiva-

tion of th Hebr la n a . nd lit r re in th c n r • 



I cannot conceive of a vital Jewish life in the Diaspora .·thout an extensive 
dy of the Hebre lE.ngua and literature among our people, without a knowledg 
Judaism jn its historic Hebraic mani.festat1ons . Fu~thermore, i. we are thinki 

of any cultural link between Isr"el Rnd th Jews of 
he Dias ora , betwe n Yi~rael and Tefuzo"t israel, hen we ~ust be thinking in erms 

of the Hebre l& age . ve mus rais a generation wh5.ch wj_ll b ab le to r ad tl1 
langua in which the future culturc1l creatj ons of Israel wlll be cas • TO~~', -

T r is rr. ch that we can give to the st~ of Israel - continued ecoroml as-
sitanne until such time asft bt.com..s self-sustainine ~ pow , es ciall.f in t: os 
skills and professj ons in which Am~ricans eJ c 1 - and ha 1, includes social Y7ork of all 
kind. in, hich th Stclt~ of Isra 1 stands in~ ai ~ ed as a result of th v--st 
influx of ~~immigran s, nearly all f them destitute, many of' them social 

W-L~r,·"'~~ casual ties, d ifficuJ.t to integrate nd adjust -~ d fense ~nd nforc .:, nt in 
maintaining ith! t':; ~Jtion i 

" he or d . 
Am rican 

e ~rie11ce and tr~ i tio~ poli tieal, 
IM.l ~cl ro..,v, Cctn bring 

to Israel,-..~c»dvPnce and enrich its 

privile~e~ 
and ' 

~t~ ,~ ~ Th re is much th~t Isr1>el can give us - nuch that it has r lready given s ,-ft,,,.. 
a,. haven or lir ,•-r ·ar r of' a m1lrfo~s for hict l • · •~at vorld ha no -z-oom .-t ~ flt. ~ 
V71\ i' 

-.J ~ new statu. a d ~ 4-:et:.-,e;~-!W~~~~r--viwtn~r-----e~~~ 

of' self-es e. an ~ e-t . Th beate and 

r • Jm.ldr n 1 a ne, sense 

aged by the appalling ragadie s o:f the t o wo ld 

anguishin sp • i of o r 

ars,ts ,...._ in1 se 

o le1 r v-

i ha n w 
!1ope nd ze t for lif ~. ch e se is de stir d to come out of that little .er..::=~ in 

2.n]i;v..._ r cluv. a. d r comp nse , 

,. 
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