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State ent on FORJ4UIA FOR fflEEOOII by Dr. Abba Hillel SilTer, Recorded 9/2J.v'52 

Destiny has singled out our beloved country, the foremost democracy on 

earth, to giw leadership to the world today and to lead mankind out of the pre­

dicament in which it f'ims itaeU'. This is the American century-. I believe ttat 

American leadership can pl"\tve itself equal to the challenge if it will take coun­

sel of faith and not of fear o we are not unequipped for the task of leadership. 

We are not wanting in strength or in experience or in traditions. 

But in order to give leadership to the world, we ust .tirst look to our 

own defenses - political, economic and spiritual, at home. e must remain tree 

at home and solTent and civically uncorrupt. If our own tree institutions and 

the moral character of our own people are undermined at home, the la st great hope 

of mankind for a new birth of freedom 11 have perished. 
not 

\\t must/take our ~cb: It can be lost arid 

s y destroyed. We must be on 
[> 
" and within, against hostile 

d w1 tch-hunting • 

We should not overburden our government if we wish to keep it free. When 

impossible political and economic burdens are placed upon a democratic govern­

ment, it collapses. e must work unremittingly for economic justice, for the 

avoidance of prolonged economic depressions and large- cale unemployment among 
I 

our peopleo We should resist all forms of bigotry and intolerance in our midst. 

Racial and religious intolerance will disrupt our national unity in dangeroue 

time and will call into question our credentials for leadership in a world which 

is not all of one color or of one religion. 

Above all, • hould safeguard with all our strength the moral integrity 

of our gover nt. The multip~ng evidences of civic and political corruption 

are profoundly disturbing. I believe that a oral reTi 'Vlll among our people is 

long overdue. Freedo survives on]Jr in spiritual discipline. All the great de-



m.ocracies of the past which perished were first undermined from within by cor­

ruption and moral laxity. In this great age we must learn to live greatly. We 

can best help other nations to freedom by building freedom enduringly here at 

home and by an example which will inspire other a to do likewise . 
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Statement on FORMUI.A FOR FREEOOM by Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, Recorded 9/24/52 

Destiny has singled out our beloved country, the foremost democracy on 

earth, to give leadership to the world today and to lead mankind out of the pre­

dicament in which it finds iteelf. This i s the American century. I believe that ---American leadership can pr4ve itself equal to the challenge if it will take coun-

sel of faith and not of fear. We are not unequipped for the task of leadership. 

We are not wanting in strength or in experience or in tradi tions. 

But i n order to give leadership to the world, we must first look to our 

own defenses - political, economic and spiritual, at home. we must remain free 

at home and solvent and civicall.y uncorrupt~ If our own free institutions and --
the moral character of our own people are undermined at home, the last great hope 

of mankind for a new birth of freedom 11 have perished. 
not 

ife must/take our rich heri ta.ge of ~•t"lllelom granted. It can be lost and 

dissipated. Democracy can be easily dama 

the alert to defend it against enemies 

-
s ly destroyed. We must be on 

nd within, against hosti1! 

propaganda, but also against hysteria and witch-hunting. 

We should not overburden our government if we wish to keep it free. When 

impossible political and economic burdene are placed upon a democratic govern­

ment, it collapse • We must work unremittingly for economic justice, for the 

avoidance of prolonged economic depressions and large-scale unemployment among 

our people. we shoul d resist all forms of bigotry and intolerance in our midst. 

Racial and religious intolerance will disrupt our national unity in dangerous 

times and will call into question our credentials for leadership in a world which 

is not all of one color or of one religion. 

Above all, we should safeguard 
1
with all our strength ,the moral integrity 

of our government. The multiplying evidences of civic and political corruption 

are protouncll.y disturbing. I believe that a moral rerl val among our people is 

long overdue. Ji1Pe9't!cm ettl'¥4.v:es eA}¥ in oph=it:ual Eiiee;i.p:lt!t.ne. All the great de-
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mocracies of the past which perished were first undernrl.ned from within by cor­

ruption and moral laxity. In this great age we must learn to live greatly. We 

can best help other nations to f'reedom by building freedom enduringly here at 
1 

home and by an example which will inspire others to do likewise. 
,-- .. rrzr=nr:a 
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principles of justice, mercy and freedom which every age must be challenged to work 

into such institutions as will best satisfy its needs. Judaism, which is in the na­

ture of a permanent social and spiritual revolution, is concerned with eternal ideals 

which must be constantly approximated but which can never be fully realized. Neither 

the rule of king, demos or proletariat is sufficient insurance against abuse of power, 

the ruthless exploitation of man and the def at of the spiritual promises of human 

life. 

Those of our intellectuals who in the last generation detoured away from Juda­

ism and the Jewish community in their quest for short-cuts to the millenium found 

to their consternation and sorrow at the end of their road either a Hitler or a Stalin. 

M~ny of these intellectuals have retraced their steps~~d their way back 

to their people and their faith, some penitently, others expecting the fatted calf 

to be killed in celebration of tneir: return. : 

manent spiritually-displacea per ons, forever 

beings. 

ortunately have rema d per­

lost half of their divided 

f We have also come to understand tha there is no survival for our people in the 

Diaspora except in and through Judaism. I mean, of course, a dignified and purpose­

ful survival, for a people can drag out an inflorious and meaningless existence al­

most indefinitely. We shall not be able to survive as a secular nationality group 

in the Diaspora, especially in those countries, like the United States., where there 

are no minority nationality groups determined to preserve their cultural identities. 

Freedom will accelerate the process of disintegration, and persecution may retard it , 

but the process is inevitable . 

The establishment of the state of Israel is undoubted]y one of the most signi­

ficant and magnificent events in Jewish history. With it we have reached one of the 

great sta es in our hi tory. Its importance will not be isolated in time nor limited 

to Israel. It is to early for us to foresee all its spreading and deepening influ-

ences in the future . It will undoo.btedly affect all Jewish life in the Diaspora, 
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/ 
these sinister aberrations and dark onspiracies of the re 

~ :'-

ls against light 

t~oubh they have not as yet entire y obliterated them. nd the tides are novr 

whirling around the bastions of the remaining dictator hips of the earth. They will 

surely succumb. They cannot, in the long run, -,~in iJl the contest for man 1s heart 

and man 1s loyalties. llaan as struggled through th long, weary centuries to free 

himself from the bonda of nature. He will not voluntarily and for long submit 

to the bondage of . Neither dictatorship nor racialism nor statism nor mili-

tarism can or wil command the fortunes of the human race. They represent the sunk 

wreckage oft/ past which the storms of our day have dredged up again from the 

bottom of th r buried depths and have set them afloat again dangerously along the 

ship lanes of the world. 

Y1 he coming age will be a great a ~e for America, The next hundred years at 

least seem likely to be known, I believe, as t~e 1Jtr.1ericart Century," in the same 

sense as the 19th century was "The Century of Gtea i tain. 11 Destiny has singled 

out our beloved country, the foremost democracy on earth, to give leadership to the 

world and to lead mankind out of the grave social, political and economic predica­

ment in which it finds itself. I believe that American leadership will prove itseJf 

equal to the challenge, if it will take counsel of faith and not of fear, and if it 

will be guided by the prophetic insights and the wide perspectives of the Founding 

Fathers of this republic. 

I believe that our age will find the formula of toleration which will enable 

the many evolving and fluid forms of capitalism and socialism to work out their 

destinies in the one world in which we live. They may be irreconcilable in theory; 

they need not be in practice. 

America will lead in finding the way. The way is not that of a global arma­

ment race which llill impoverish the peoples of the earth - ourselves included -

and end as such races always end - in the catastrophe of war. The way is rather 

7. 



that of conference, of coura~eous diplomacy , of gi vinG urge1 t l eadership in the 

urii ·l,ed Ea t i ons to a pro .gr am of spe'JL~Y an ·! b1la nce d re ci.uction of armament and h( lp 

t o tl.e t ackw::i.rd peopled of the ccirth . 

I believe that the _ merican people ·will earnestly strive to be uorthy of 

the cha]lenge and opportunities of the American Century . 

And I believe , too , that it will be a great ace for .A merican Je r:ry if the 

cat as trop11e of ··;ar doe s not shatter its security and life . As a minority , re are 

hel ples s a gainst the rava ~es of hate and demagoguery which war and econo nic depressions 

unleash. Eut f i ven peace and econoIPic stability, the American Jewish community 0~!ill 

move forvmrd and develop . It will e;cpand it cultural and religious life and 

institutions , and v-lill make worthy contributions to the total life of America . 

If the American Jev1s of the coming deca es will carry on uninterruptec1ly and 

··ith wisdom and discrimination, p tting first tnrz_i gs ji t , and accentuating t he 
.a.:rn 

positive and indispensable enterprises of Je ;1i sn ~iT hey will make the numeri-

cally lar~est Jevd.sh comnuni ty in the world also on f the greatest in terms of 

faith , culture and scholarship . What may en anger our Je ,,ish future here is not 

conscious escapism or deliberate assimilationi st tenciencie s such as characterized 

Jewish communities elsewhere a nd at other times . Rather , an unconscious drift and 

a carefree r elaxation of all disciplines - not out of conviction but out of sheer 

indifference - such a s belonging to syna gogues but not a ttendi ng them , or sending 

children to Sunday Schools ·,hi.ch are so limited as to time that they cannot really 

give them an adequate Jer·ish e Jucation, or in very ma ny instances , not 5iving them 

any instruction at all , or homes whi~h are emptied of all Jewish content . 

Too many of our people want an easy- going r eli gion , one Tihich does not challenge 

or disturb them, a religion ~vithout any spirj t., ic?l trJ.vai l , ri thout any stab of 

thought or conscience , Tiithout any sacrifices, t he religion of a self- pampering 



U'U ~, 

pHople. No religion has ever snrvi ved j n !. -.. _ 

/\,~ 4- l '( w 
t . ~ v~ 1- £u 

peop e that th~y are generous in heart - chari a 

and resrycnfii.ve to all humqn nE..ed and suffering . It is a nob]_e tradition of Israel 

and a by-·product of a r eligi..on 'Nhich , foremost amonf; all the reli gions of mankind , 

made charity and loving-kir.dness central in its code of human conduct . But Judai sm 

is much more than charity, and the charitable i mpulse alone will not preserve our 

f aith and our people . "This Beak of the Law shall not depart out of your 1. out'1, 

but you shall meditate on it day and night, that you may be careful to j o according 

to aJl that is written in it; for then you shall make your way prosperous, and then 

you shall have good success . 11 No Jewish community ever survived for long which 

did not cultivate Jewish learnil'lg and study 

scribed way of Jewish life , at least in ·ts 

permi:tte exalt itS€1£,_over ..the mao wh 

rlhat we should fear most is the rise of a 

t ultivate tqe pre­
lj\ >-\,, JJ 1 ~~~-

r:--,~~ must-ne •.;er be 
')( 

of prosperous Jews who 

have no spiritual anchorage, or a generation of clever, restless Jews of quick 

ferment and high voltage, rooted in no religious tradition, rev€rent of no moral 

code, i gnorant of all Jewish learning and held to social responsibility by no inner 

spiritual restraint, who will range and bluster all over the American scene from 

literature and art to politics and covernment and will commit their fellow Jews 

in the eyes of the American people. Such floating mines are a danger to any people, 

but especially to a minority group. Some of these mines are already exploding. 

If American Jewry of tomorrow will restore what has b ome-pEthera 

lif'e to the center again - the synagogue, the school, (.the a~~e~ the religious 

disciplines of Judaism - if it will recapture the wisdom of our ancient teachers 

:.I 



who admonished us that the st dy of the Torah outweighs all other com:nandments 

frr :it lea~s directly to -:.he:1 a1-l - ther: Alr.~rican Jewry is des,:,·· ned to enjoy a 

".'~sry:en.teriu Gentury of splri t. al f: rm· th in this e;racious land . 

WR S 
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and no attempts to isolate it from the rest of world Jewry will succeed• Th con-

tact and th influence will be continuous and increasing. will, of course 1 

be non- political. We shall not belabor this point just because others are inclin d 

to distort it. But it wculd be a mistake to assume that the tate of Israel will 

pr erve Judaism either inside or outside of Israel. This is a ta k all of its own1 

which the Je1s of the world must carry on in h future as in the past. This a 

plies also to the Jews of the State of Israel. They need Judaism quite as much as 

e do. A political state cannot be counted upon to pre er~e spiritual heritag 

There was danger of thee tinction of Judaism even within ancient Palestine , and the 

seers and prophets and the spiritually faithful had to fight desperately hard for 

its preservatlon against powerful assimilationist tendencies.,te 

rt is good for our clear con:trontin of this universal task of vitalizing and 

preserving JUdaism that the St~te of :rsra 1 

v rsy which raeed aro· d it 

ism unfortunately spent t 

t~blished and that the contro­

been resolved. liberal Juda-

too long a time to arrive at the conclusion that opposition to Zionism was not an 

integral part of the philosophy or the purposes of Liberal Judaisn . This issue for-

tunately is now closed. There are , of course, intransigeant few who a re till 

flogging the horse of this dead controversy, out of habit , I presuma , or out of dud­

geon, but where their efforts are not mischievous , they are q~ite silly and futile . 

he State of Is ael is there and will, by the grace of God, continue . Th Jews of 

the world will continue to take pride in it and to support it. Jews from all parts 

of the world who in the day to come will wish to migrate there or who may have to -

for who can fore cast the. future or foresee the course of even s in our people ' s his­

tory distinguished for its unpredictability - dll find a w lcoming home there • But 

it is clear that the majority of the Jewish peopl will , in the fore eeable future , 

live ou sid the borders of Israel , and the majority of the e will live in the nited 




