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TRIBUTI 
TO IE. SOIDIIOH B. FUKHOF 

ON THE OCCASION OF HIS SIITIErH BIRTHDAY 
BY 

IE. ABBA mLLEL SILV'm 
THE TFJIPLE CLFWLA OHIO 

ovem er ~ur; 1 

J.• a people we have a stronger sense of history than of biography, am we 

think of a great man not so much in relation to hi self and his personality aa 

to his work and the greatness and merit of his achievements. The individual ii 

absorbed in the uJle••• ,-., •••• cause which he serves. •The essence of 

the biographies of the righteous is to be fotmd in their deeds.• Otten outstand­

ing figures in Jewish history are referred to not by their own names but by the 

name ot some gre t book which they wrote. Thus, Dr. Freehot may well have been 

known by the name ot llikdash lie •at - "The Small Sanctuarytt - tor that is the name 

ot one ot the books which he wrote. Thia custom is similar to the gracious cus­

to which exists aaong the Arabs - Iunya - in which a person is called not~ 

his own name but as the rather of so and so. Th r i ch fancy of our people goea 

a step 1'urther. A man is to be known not so h by what he actually achieves -

tor man is finite and is sharply limited in his powers or achievement - but by 

the things tor which he sacrifices am for which he gins his heart•s blood. 

OUr greatest men, according to the remarkable biographic modesty of our 
~ 

tradition, are the U".,,,~"" and unrecognised men, the invisible hierarcb1' of the 
/\ 

thirty-eix saints by whose merit the visible order of the universe is maintained. 

And yet, our people did delight at all times to honor ite beloved sons, as 

we honor nr. Freeho.f tonight. 

A clear estimate of the life and achievements ot nr. Freehot ~e now possible 

for hie has be n a long career on an expoaed eminence. Some men are shooting 

stare whose careers are IIW!ft, brilliant, but brief J other a are radiant suns. 

Dr. Free hot belongs to the latter. 

His oareer has been all of one piece, integrated, conaistent, whose oirc1111t­

terenoef\ alwa7s remained true to i ta center. His acti rt tie a ban nenr been hec­

tic or unrelated. Some IND unt aenral bor•• at one and the - time, drift 



l\lriouely in different directions, and gallop away into 9C&ttered futility. 

nr. Freehot has been leader who early 1n life an his task and his aie­

aion clearly, and who, in quiet confidence, steadily moTed toward hie tixad ob­

jectiwa across the broken and shifting terrain or four or the most turbulent de­

cades in history. He has not been a doctrinaire. He has never lacked rlaion, 

nor has he been a cloistered intellectual. There was always a steady, resolute 

quest to his ministry but never a restless inBUrgency. He knew his own llind, 

eYer an open mind, nenr an inconclusi 'ff mind. His JUdai has always had deep 

root• and was plant d b7 unfailing streams of learning, am therefore, ooilld con­

fidently reach up to the sun and abundantl~ branch out. 

Henoe., the dignity of his 111.nistry which has been so notable, the high 

elevation am distinction of tone in word and ner - a quality which we would 

all like to associate with the term, rabbi. wtienenr Dr. Freehot pe2ks , he speaks 

eloquently and etf'ectively, but with restra nd reeponsibili ty • Always be s 

the teacher - never the a~tator. He Neka not to incite men into admiration, 

but to persuade them into conviction. He does not attempt to illpresa the world 
p:-ith aldll.tully manipulated publicity. I rather think that he au■peci.l afpit 

elong that the 110et puffed up numeral or all numerals is the sero. 

He did not oonnrt his synagogue into a nois7 mart which ofter-a# all kind• 

ot war-ea to all kinda of people. He retua d to put up a f'al.ae facade or spurious 

activities to delude either himeelt or others. He knew the ditf'erence between 

a healthy, ruddy complexion and a tewriah one. "Elohim Ba-kodesb Dar-lee-cha.• 

A8 tar as it la hwu.nly po~sible, he endeaTOr■ to conTey the meesa ot the syn­

agogue through ways ot dignity- and holiness, and in the darkened world ot ~-

1.yptio terror such aa overtook aankind in the ee recent deapera te years, he /ought, 



to hold aloft tor en the und1mmed torch ot truth aud tai th and knowledge which 

alone oan suatain ,._ ho s , . nr. Freehot la the student abraya, alwaya 

the Neker alter knowledge, always reverent ot Jewish learning• He knows that a 

people perishes tor want ot knowledge and that it is the priur,y responsibiliV 

ot the Rabbi to magnify the Torah, to exalt it, and to epread its knowledge anong 

men. 

From time to tiae there take place serious discw,sions, not only AJDOD laJ']len 

but also among Rabbis as to what is the real function or the Rabbi in the modern 

world. Some place the emphasia upon preachingJ others upon pastoral workJ still 

others upon co1D1urd ty leadershipJ again, there are tho Re who ould like to have 

the Rabbi eerve as the tribune of his neople to the non-Jewish world. re re-

oentq- there have been those who wish the Rabbi to becane a psychiatrist inister-

ing to the sick and wounded souls among hie iehionen. I suppose that there 

is considerable merit in each one ot these con n+, one although it is quit.e dif­

.ticult to •• bow any on aan can CO!IIPJ-i&e th all in one career. Bllt it should 

be remembered that traditionally amon'{ our ople the primary function ot the 

Rabbi was to be the "Tallllid Chacham•, the scholar, who taught and interpreted 

the law or Judai to hie people. By whateTer names our spiritual leaders were 

known in the last 2500 years - whether as •Sopheria•, "Chachamim" , •T nnaim" er 

•Amoraim", •Ra~niJal' - the terma always signified in one w,rr or another the ... 

teacher, the acbolar, the aehoolman. 

nr. IPreehot began hie rabbinic career ae a member of th faculty ot the 

Hebrew Ullion Colle~ where he tau ht for nine years. Upon learlng t halJs of 

the College, be entered the active field or the rabbinate, but he re ined ee­

aentially, in and out or the pulpit, the teacher., the educator. The aermone 

which he preached were aimed to instruct, to enlighten, and to interpret the 

ennta ot the day in the light of the w.et and rich experience ot his faith and 
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hie people. One always learned aometh1 ng, one always carried away something -

some rich nugget ot truth, of information or in~ght om Dr. Freebot•• preach-
~ 

ing. His orderly -,// well-stocked versatile mind ref]e cted in a st:vle of 
J ~ 

preaching at once lucid, subtle and richly dowered, illuminating and artistically 

exoiting. 

Dr. Freehof' has f'or iv years been the Chairm n of the Commission on Je 

iah Education wh:1.eh publishes textbooks for 88 in o,1r Religioue Schools in the 

training of' our children. Dr. pr eho.t' also lett the imprint of bis litur io 1 

eoholarehip and his fine religious senai ti'veness upon th new:cy, reviBed Union 

Prayer Book. 

nr. Freehof has won national renown by the literature classes which he has 

been conduoting in his Temple. His masterly reviews of contemporary literature 

carry with them the same •~ or authentic scholar hip and the same mature wie-

dan. It is quite remarkable to note thst t mind which diecua ea with 

such penetration the ll08t modern, not to say the most sophisticated booka in 

oonteaporary world literature, delights also in delvini:, into the obscure, in­

tricate, legalistic and seemingly irrelevant medieval Rabbinic Respon liter­

ature ot his people. Nothing is alien to his questing, inquisitive and aoquisi-

'!'here are untort\D'l tel7 eo many in our rsbbinic profession who, hard-pressed 

as they are b7 the ur ncies or lite about thell and by the impact or the demands 

of the day, forget the timeleea in the timel,7, am loee eight of this preeminent 

duty and privilege of the Rabbi in Isr. el. It reminds one of th s dents who 

were taken into a room by a teacher and a ked to deacrib all that the7 saw. 

Hot one c4 them mentioned the light in the roo • nr. Freehot never forgot the 

light of the Torah in the lite of' his people. 
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He is persuaded that there ia a great future tor the Jewieh community in 

the united States, now $1000 1000 strong - the greatest Jewish community in hie-­

tor,- - if it will main true to its great past. An individual who loses hi• 

memory is no long r normal. A people which becomes co plete~ emancipated tro 

its paet culture b comes likewise abnormal. e require our great past to nur­

ture A gre t future. nr. Freehor feels that the survival or the Jewish c un­

ity in the tllited st tea depends upon its schools and upon the quality of Jewish 

education which we shall gi~ to the rising generation. He fur·tbermore believes 

that the very meaning and dignity of Jewish living in the United States depends 

upon our being able to produce on these gracious shores a Jewish culture on a 

scale and quality cOlllfflensurate i th the aiae ot our community. We cannot banquet 

torever upon borrowing. The most eigniticant revolution in human history was 

the transition trom food-collecting to food-producing. We muat begin to produce 

our own 8piri'tual and cultural food in this c untey. We cannot survive long upon 

philanthropy or exclu ively up n public worship. our foretathers taught us the 

strategy or aurrlnl1 "Thia book or the l• shall not depart out or th;y mouth, 

but thou shalt meditate therein day and night ••• tor then thou shalt make t}v 

ways prosperou , and then thou sbal t have good wccess." 

Dr. Fre bot has ■erved not only his people arxl his t 1th., but al o hie be­

loved country, hie state and his city with rare distinction. He loTee A rica. 

He understands its traditions nd the unique qualities of ita genius. He 18 

eager tor the great role of leadership which erica has been sumoned by dee-
" 4- ,4... 

ti117 to sume in the world. He preachel and ., 3ht and axemplifie4 the highest 
I' 

type of oitisenship. During the Jl'iret World War he W&3 a Chaplain in the A r-

io n Expeditionary Forces nd MW service in France. He has b en inter st d in 

the work or the Chaplain in the am d torcee ot our country ner since. Dr. 

Freeho.f has blended hi• Jewish and his American loyalties per.tectly and hae ex­

emplitied in his lif' the complete harmo117 nd o onoordanoe or the two. He did 
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not tind it eces ary to rcco eile his Aneric ni m and r.ls Judaisn., and both 

or them with the historic effort to reconetitute the State of Israel., for he 

at no tim saw any contradiction between t h • The frightened cla1110r raised by 

some Jm. h esca iat for integr tion 1rith:1n the erican scene lea~ s him cold 

and unmoved, for he rightly 81.lapeots th t those who raiee t rde cry are interested 

not in inte tion b tin asnimilati n. 

My dear friend, what 1 pt-1st :is prologue I Y u wtand in the full t:L e ot 

your active and vigorous ~aree~ , ith so much et to be on and ~o : ~h th t you 

can still do. On th loom of the ye rs you have oven the resplendent clot,h ot 

a noble career who89 golden threads re id als and service and :le in but the 

weaving fortunately is still to go on, according to t ,-, gracious pattern -1hich 

you bRve • t. bit, the great shuttlsa ~, J Th 

more precious their wiedom, the more profound 

contributions to mankind. S v ~ \J> 

I 

even love­

grow:tng s-

, th olcier they get, the 

the greater t 1r 



i 
I 

As a people we have a stronger sense of history than of bio aphy, and e 

think of a great man not so much in relation to h~mself and his personality a 

to his work and the greatness and merit of his achievements. The individual is 

absorbed in the organic process of the cause v.rhich he serves . •The essence of 

the biographies of the righteous is to be found in their deeds . • Oft n ou stan 

ing figures in Jewish history are referred to no by their ovm names but by the 

name of some great book 1hich they wro1,e . This custom is siBilar to the gracious 

custom which exists among the Arabs - Kunya - in which a p~rson is called not by 

his own name but as the father of so and so . The rich fancy of our people goes 

a st p further . A man is to be known not so much by hat he actually achieves -

for man is finite and is sharply limited iri his powers of achievement - but by 

the things for which he sacrif ices ani for 1hich h ives his heart's blood. 

our greatest men, accord.in to the rema kale i0graphic modesty of our tra­

dition, are the unknown and unrecognized men, th invisible hierarcy of the 36 

saints by whose merit the visible order of the universe is maintained. 

And yet, our people did delight at all times t honor its b~loved sons, as 

we honer Dr . F.reehof tonight, , o.f our 

)\ 

-
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hi have 15 

ments of Dr . Freehof is now possible for his has been a lon career on an exposed 

eminence . Some men are shooting stars whose careers are swift, br . lliant , but 

brjef; others are radiant suns . Dr . li'reehof belongs to the latter.1f'His career 

has been all of one piece, 

mained true to its center . 

futility . 

in word and manner - a quality which we
1
would 

ttc.~\.\A. w~~~, 
elevation and distinction of tone 

all like t ~ ~~(fJl~~:,ii::~la.lie.A..~~~~~~to-'ti associat with ,. rabbi . /~r • Freehof 

jl,J,.n-~ spoke eloquently and 0t:.ai,:;mi~~ut with restraint and ~ responsibility. 

Always he ..!s''ltLteacher - never agitator. He ~ o~ ite men into 
~QQ-. 

admiration, but to persuade them into con'ji.ction. He .-- not attempt to impres 

the world with skill.fully manipulated publicity• I rath r think that he su 
""-"•~-52-L pected right along that the most puffed up numeral of a11; s t zero . 

He did not convert his synagogue into a noisy mart which offered all kinds 

of wares to all kinds of people . He refused to put up a false facade of spurious 

activities to delude either himself or 1 Elohim Ba- kodesh jlir - ke-cha . 



r 

• 



As far a s it was hwnanly possibJP. , he endeavo to convey the message ,ff the 
P...-P~ kh-7~ 

synare through ways of dignity and holiness~f\:--::i.-..-'Wf~~ student always, al-

ways t'seeker after knowledge?"ent of Jewish learning. He•~ 

that a people perishes for ant of knowledge and that it is the primary re­

sponsibility of the Rabbi to magnify the Torah, to ex.alt it, and to spread its 

knowledge among men . 

From t i""e to time there~ ,:us cliscussions , not only among laymen but 

also among Rabbis ~heMeelfe8 as to what is the real function of the Rabbi in the 

modern world. Some ~ he emphasis upon preaching; others upon pastoral work; 

still others upon community leadership; again, there a re those who would like to 
-\l. ~ ;ta,.__. ~l J.-

have "",;.as the -tribune of :bM .£ople ~ the non- Jewish world . More re:n . { 

t here h"ve bee'l ·•' •ose who wish ~ecome a ~~&,..~ psychiatrist ii<IP,;t~J 

the sick and wounded sous among his parishio ers . I suppose that there is con-
~~~ 

si erable merit in each one of these • although it is quite difficult, to 

see ho~e man can ~~: them all effiek~+,].y in one career. But .-t, it ~ 
r' 

be ~itl that tnaditionally among our people the primary function of the Rabbi 

was to be "Talmid Cha.chamn, who taught and in rpreted the law 

of Judaism to his people . By whatever names onr spiritual leaders were known in 

the la st 25'00 years - whether as "Sopherimt• .. &1R••, "Chachamim" •a !Jea,. 11Ta~ im" 
.. R ~ • ,.,~ ~ ~ wi., ,.. ~ ta-. .... ft 

or 'Amor aim"A- the terms always signif)i-1the teacher , ;t.Qe student-, the scholar, 
,, ~\µGI-► " ~ ~ Dr. Freehof begain his ra binic career ~:Y' ser!J:ing as a teac her QR~of eeo~ 

~ the faculty of the Hebrew union o ege/'for nine years , .....:1 (Jpon leaving tr 
halls of the ~~Mi' MIQ ente~ the active field of the rabbinate , he 

t 
in and out of the pulpit, the teacher , the educator . 

~ 
Th! 

instruct, to enlighten,Ato interpret the ev nts of the day 

in the light of the vast and rich experience of his faith and his people . One 



~ ~ t L_,Aw ~ 
M- WQJJJ~ ~ . 

~l /, ~ -fl 

• 

l 
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always le~d something , one always carried sonething waY,; -~ch nugg t of r;::: ~ 
t+J VJJ..l. -~ ~~ 1 info • r ia om nr. of•s preaching, _ 

J 

onnnission of Jewi sh ucation 

""" schools -t:.P- the trainj_ng of our 

children . Dr . Freehof also left the imprint of his liturgical scholarship and 
~~(¾ ~·,t~•...., 

his fine ~ , i gi ans • • upon the newl~~ ..rg_vi ed union Prayer Book. 
~ ~ • it 

-M'7f"-'l~tPS Dr . F~eehof has QQ4:~ -ren~ ~ literature classes hich 

'-"',4P, he has been conducting in his T mple ~ ijis revie rn of contemporary litera-
l rt~~ 

ture c rrJt with them the same stamp of scholarship and mature wis-
~ ~ ~-- • f 

do, . t is q' lite remarkable that the same mi nd which discus with such 
f. u.o t-n ~ F¼ 

~ penetration the most modern and al ~ ;fie mos ophisticated ~ -t,te~ books 
~ ,·~ -~ 

~ conternporary world literature d deli also in . tu.~~ .-the -obscure , 
~---~ 

€
·ntricate, legalirtic and seeminglyLirEelevant medieval Responsa literature of 

/fi "it\ ' Li\ ~ ~ r ,v.J...., ~ f' /,M '- f' 1L t ' r::/)--.- ~ .. .A 
people . JJ£f di n~o±, ever-e~ti!'!!ete the ~ ntie+f 11\,he ~ ~:, ~ 

'al • \AA \ . er- ~ 

I 

The e are unfortunately so many in our rabbinic profession who, hard-;;e~ /\. 

-\l ~~ ~ \:e cie ~~~ them and by, the impact of the de ds of , he day ,~j 

~ se sight o duty and privilege of the Rabbi in Israel. rt re-

minds one of the students who were taken into a room by a teacher and asked to 

describe all that they sa _.. Mt. ~ t one of them mentioned the light in the room . -
nr . Freehof never forgot the light of the Torah ·n the life of his people . 

~~~, .. 
- 1);.. ~ ~"'J;~~~t the~eQ;S:;~a:::--c. x:_:at fut;fe for the Jewish connn~~.;' in the 

UniteLStates, now s , 000 , 000 stro~ " if t will remain true to ~ great 

past . n individual ho loses his memory is no longer normal. people which 

becomes completely emancipat d from its past culture ~ e ne ~~otrlt:d. 
w~ ~ 1.AM,I\.,~ 

'- J;lea.pJ e requir~ ,. ea past o po~de a e t future . r . Freehof ~~ that 



the survival of the Jewish community in the United States depen~ pon its 
~~ 

schools and unon the quality of Jewish education whichwe
1

give to the rising 

~ generation. He .furthermore W&&-'l~!"B-tiae:SQ.. th8 t the very meaning and digni y of 

Je , • sh living in the United states depen~ upon our be :- r. g able to produce on 

these gracious shores a Jewish culture on a D~:;:__~nd quality commensurate 

the size of ~cotT1Inunity. e cannot banquef~ ~pon borrowing. The most 
I' 

• th 

significant revolution in human history was the transition from food-collecting 

and saw service in France . He has been inter;~}~h~ork of the Chapla:in in 

the armed forces of our country ever since. ~ blended his Jewim a1d his 

~ 
American loyalties perfectly and has exemplified in life the complete harmony 

/I 

and concordance of the two. HP- did not find it necessary to reconcile his Ait:°-f~ 
icanism and his Judaism, and bot~ the historic effort to reconstitute Jo ~ah 

}. 

srael no time saw· any contradictions between them. The 

~q~""'..,~~~~~»d::J.-~~~~f~,~~~~~within the American scene ~him cold and un-

moved, for l,( s spect4 r;i,gb:t aJg.p.g that those who raise/i., thWcry Ji:te interested 

not in integration but in assimilation. 

My dear _rx.iend, what is past is prologue l 

of a noble 

mankind. 11 
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TRIBUTE 
TO DR . SOI.DMON B. FRE HOF 

0 J THE OCCA3I ON OF HIS SIXTIETH BIRTHDAY 
BY 

DR . AB HILLEL SILVffi 
THE TEMPLE , C ;JVELAV'D, OHIO 

ovember 18, 1952 

As a people we have a stronger sense of history than of biography, and l'Te 

think of a eat man not so much in relation to himself and his personality a~ 

to his work and the greatness and merit of his achievements. The individual i~ 

ab orbed in the cause which he serves . "The essence of 

the biographies of the righteous is to be found in their deeds . n Often outstand­

ing figures in Je ish history are referred to not by their ovm names . but by the 

name of some great book v,:1ich they v,rote . Thus ., Dr . Freehof may well have been 

known by the name of ikdash !e •at - "The Small Sanctuary" - for that is the name 

of one of the books which he wrote . This custom is similar to the gracious cus­

tom which exists among the Arabs - Kunya - ±n which a person i called not by 

his own name but as the father of so and so. e rich fancy of our people goes 

a step .further. A man is to ~ known not so m ch by what he actually achieves -

for man is finite and i sharply limited in his powers of achi vement - but by 

the things for which he sacrifices and for hich he gives his heart•s blood . 

Our greatest men, according to the remarkable biographic modesty of our 
~ 

known and unrecognized men, the invisible hierarchy of the 

thirty- six saints by whose merit the visible order of the universe is II12.intained. 

And yet , our people did delight at all times to honor its beloved sons , as 

we honor nr . Freehof tonight. 

clear estimate of the life and achievements of l)r . 'Wreehof is now possible 

for his has been a long career on an exposed eminence . Some men are shooting 

st rs hose careers are swift , brilliant, but brief; others are r adiant suns. 

Dr. Freehof belongs to the latter . 

His career has been all of one piece ., integrat d, cons1.stent , hose circum­

ferencef alwa s remained t r ue to its center. His activities have never been hec­

tic or unrelated. Some men mount sever l horses at one and the same time , drive 
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furiously in different directious, and gallo away into scattered futility. 

nr. Freehof has been a leader who early jn life saw his task and his mis­

sion clearly, arrl who, in quiet confidence, steadily moved toward his fLxed ob­

jectives across the broken and shifting terrain of four of the most turbulent de­

cades in history. He has not been a doctrinaire. He has never lacked visjon, 

nor has he been a cloistered intellectual. There was al,ays a steady, resolute 

quest to his ministry but never a restless insurgency. He knew his o mind, 

ever an open mind, never an inconclusive mind. His Juclaimn has always had deep 

roots and was planted by unfailing streams of learning, arrl therefore, could con­

fidently reach up to the sun and abundantly branch out. 

Hence, the dignity of his ministry which has been so notable, the high 

elevation and distinction of tone in word and manner - a quality which we would 

all like to associate with the term, rabbi. Whenever Dr . Freehof s ak~ hes~ aks 

eloquently and effectively, but with restraintand responsibility. Always he is 

the teacher - never the agitator. He seeks not to incite men into admiration, 

but to persuade them into conviction. 

with skillfully manipulated publicity. 

He does not attempt to impress the world 

fo 
I rather think that he suspectali 

a..Mlllr that the most puffed-up numeral of all numerals is the zero. 

He did not convert his synagogue into a noisy mart which offere all kinds 

of wares to all kinds of people. He refused to put up a false facade of spurious 

activities to delude either himself or others. He knew the difference between 

a healthy, ruddy complexion and a feverish one. • lohin Ba-kodesh nar-ke-cha.n 

As far as it is humanly possible , he endeavors to convey the message of the syn-

agogue through ways 

lyptic error such 

of dignity ~nd holiness, and in the darkened world of apoca­

~ 
s overtook mankind in these recent desperate years, he sought 

t 
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to hold aloft for men the undimmed torch of truth and faith and knowledge which 

alone can sustain t;ae ho")es, ~iiltll::Ji. Dr. Freehof ii the student always, always 

the seeker after knowledge, always reverent of Jewish learning. He lrnows that a 

people perishes for want of knowledge and that it is the primary responsibility 

of the Rabbi to magnify the Torah, to exalt it, and to spread its knowledge arr.ong 

men. 

From time to time there take place serious discus~ions, not only among aymen 

but also among Rabbis as to what is the real function of the Rabbi in the modern 

world. Some place the emphasis upon preaching; others upon astoral ork; still 

others upon community leadership; again, there are those who would like to have 

the Rabbi serve as the tribune of his people to the non-Jewish world. Jore re-

cen ly there have been those Tiho wish the Rabbi to become a psychiatrist minister­

ing to the sick and \7ounded souls emong his parishioners. I suppose that, there 

is considerable merit in each one of these con ntions althou hit is quite dif­

ficult to see how any one man can comprise them all in one career. But it should 

be remembered that traditionally among our people the primary function of the 

Rabbi was to be the "Talmid Chacham11 , the scholar, who taught and interpreted 

the law of Judaism to his people. By whatever names our spiritual leaders were 

known in the last 2.500 years - whether as "Sopherirn", "Chachamim11 , "Tann~im" or 

ttAmoraim", 'Ra~int" - the tenns always signified in one WRY or another the 

teacher, the scholar, the schoolman. 

Dr. Freehof began his r bbinic career as a member of the faculty of the 

Hebrew Union Colle e where he taught for nine years. 1 pon leaving the ha l]s of 

the Colle be, he entered the active field of the rabbinate, but he remained es­

sentially, in and out of the pulpit, the teacher, the educator. The sermons 

which he preached were aimed to instruct, to enlighten, and to in rpret the 

events o. the day in th light of the vast and rjch experience of his faith Rnd 
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his people . one always learned something, one always carried away something -

some rich nugget of 

ing. His orderly! 

truth, of information or insight 
d,J,; 

well- stocked versatile mind· 

" 

eehof ' s preach­

in a style of 

oreaching at once lucid , subtle and richly dowered, illuminating and artistic lly 

excitin • 

• Freehof has for w.tny years been the hHinnan :->f he Co i sion on Je 

is-- Educ .tion. hich publishes textbooks for use in our Reli ious Schools in the 

training of our children. • Freehof also left the imprint of his liturgical 

scholarship and his fine eligious sens-·tiveness upon the newly revised Union 

Pryer Book. 

nr . }Teehof has won national renown by the literature classes hich he has 

been conducting in his T~mple . His masterl reviews of contemporary literature 

carry with them the same stamp of a thentic schol!:3.rship nd the same mat e vris-

dom . It is quite remarkable to no e that t same mind which discusses with 

such penetration the most nodern , not to say the most sophist·c ted book in 

contemporary ~or ld literature , delights also in delvin~ into the obscure , i 

tricate , legalistic and seemingly irrelevant medieval Rabbinic Respon a liter-

ature of his people . 

tive mind. 

oth5.ng is alien to his questing , inquisitive and acquisi-

here are unfortun;it ly so r.iany in o~ rabbinic profession who , hard- pressed 

as they are by the urgencies of life about them and by the impact of the demands 

of the day , forget the ti eless in the timely, and lose ~ght of hi preeminent 

duty and privilege of the Rabbi in Israel . rt reminds one of t~e student who 

were taken into a room by a teacher and asked to describe :.ill that they saw. 

Uot one of them mentioned the light in the room. nr. Freehof never forgot the 

light or the Torah in the life of his people . 
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He is persuaded that there is a great. future for he Jewish COLu. unity in 

the United States ., now 5 ,ooo 1000 stron - the greatest Jewish conmmni ty in hi 

tory - if it will remain true to its grea past . n individual ho los & his 

memory i.s no loneer normal . A people which becomes comple ely emancipated from 

its past culture becomeB likewis abnormal . e require our great past to nur­

ture a great future . nr . Freehof feels that the survival of the Je .ish commun­

ity in the United States epends upou its schools and upon ,he quality of Jewish 

ed cation which we shall give to the rising generation. He furthermore believes 

that the very meaning and dignity of Jewi~h living in the united States de ends 

unon our being able to produce on these gracious snores a Jeuish culture on a 

scale and quality cor.-tr.1ensurate wi h the size of our community • rVi cannot banquet 

forever UDon borrowing. The most significant revolution in human history as 

the tra:1si tion from food- collecting to foo . reducing• Ve must begin to produce 

our owns iri'b.lal and cul ral food in this coun ry. We cannot survive long upon 

philanthropy or exclusively upon public orship. our forefathers taught us the 

strate: of urvival : "This book of the law shall no, depart out of thy mouth , 

but thou shalt meditate therein day and night ••• for then thou shalt make thy 

ways prosperous ., and then tho shalt have good success . n 

Dr. Freehof has served not only his people and l-iis faith , but also his b 

loved country , his state and h·s city ith rare istinction . He loves Americ • 

He understands its traditions and the unique qualities of its genius . He is 

eager for the great role of leadership which .America has been summoned by des-

tiny to assume in the He preach and ~ ~ l'v and exemplifie,4..the highest 

type of citizenship. During the First orld Viar he as a Chaplair. in the A.mer­

ican Expeditionary Forces and saw service in France. He has been intere te in 

the work of the Chaplain in the armed forces of our country ever since . Dr . 

Freehof has lended his Jewish and his erican loyalties perfectly and has ex-

emplified in his life the complete h ony and c oncordance of • he two . He did 
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not find it necessary to ~econcile his Ame~icanism his Judaism , and both 

of them with the historic effo the State of Israel , for he 

at no time sa any c0ntradictior.s between them. The .f'ri htened clamor raised by 

some Jewish escapists for inte ation :ithin the American scene leaves him cold 

and unmoved, for he rightly suspects that these who raise his cry are interested 

not in integration bu in assimilation . 

My dear friend , what is past is prologue 1 You stand in th full tide of 

your active and vigorous career wi h so much yet to be done and so much uh t you 

can still do . on the. loom of the years you have woven the resplendent cloth of 

a noble career ·1ho se golden threads are ideals and service and learni , but the 

weaving fortunately is. still to go on, according to t.he gracious pattern which 

you have set . r2at s f]¥ 1 The ye~rs ahead wil 
'1 ~~ a.a_. ' 

the frame of incr a ed app1 --iat.:.on and the growing es-

teem of your friends . The Rabbis said hat scholars, the older they et , the 

more precious their wisdom, the more profound t heir insights, the gr:eater 

. ~ 'I c.:a contributions to mankind. 

J. l 

their ·~r 




