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The important thing to consider, ,,agwev-o;r, is not whether we are on the eve of 

the millenium,but whether the major trends of our age are in the direction of the 

hoped-for good society, or a:way from it. Is our age breaking chains, or not? Is 

it trying to eradicate poverty and illiteracy and to raise the standard of living of 

~ peoplef, regardless of race or color or creed? Is it trying to satisfy the 

legitimate aspirations of -peoples to national freedom and independence? Is it try­

ing to organize the world for peace ani for international cooperation? I believe 

that in all these major trends, our age has given welcome evidence of great deter­

mination and of considerable progress. It is moving purposefully in the right direc­

tion - the abolition of war, the reduction of poverty, and the elimination of racial 

inequality. These are the three major tr nds of our century, and they are the major 

trends both in the East and he West, in he 

world. What is tearing these worlds lapar 

tive., but of method. 

In the solution of the, problems oft ·s 

s well as in the non-Communist 

ce not of ideology or objec-

t greatly troubled age of ours, 

Judaism has a vj_ tA.l role to play• .fe!t' jt is the ideals of Judaism which are really 

at stake in the struggle today, &~e,, Judaism 1s method for hmnan progress. The 

importance of the individual, his unalienable rights, .freedom, democracy, equality, 

brotherhood, peace - what are they but the offspring of Judaism, reared and~ 

.,. by it. And what method is available to mankind to replace the bitter methods ot 

violence, suppression and terror, which have led to such mounting disasters in our 

generation, other than the method which Judaism p~s:cJ: the method of inner reforma-
/1 

tion, .e:t 'lle!RWilaa repeH~e~ew=- the inner revolution of compassion and reconcilia-

tion - a method which has never been fully tried in the world and which today is be:in g 

ignored more thoroughly than at any time in hmnan history. 
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Judaism has the true spirit with which to con.front this upreaching age of ours, 

wild with spiritual confusion; for it has unswerving faith in man, in mankind and in 

hmnan progress. In this regard Judaism is quite unique among the religions of man­

kind - as unique as were its God-concept, its prophets, its synagogue and its prayer 

worship. With the possible exception of Zoroastrianism, fait h in man and in human 

progress is not present, cormnandingly, if at all, in Hinduism, Buddhism, Confucianism, 

Taoism, Christianity or Islam. Indeed, belief in human progress belongs only to a 

very small portion of the human race. The predominant mood of most historic religions 

is pessimism. Most religious philosophies from ancient Gnosticism, Stoicism and Cyn­

icism to modern Existentialism are grounded in deep pessimism and disillusi onment. 

Man is hopelessly trapped and cannot escape the predicament of his mm existence. He 

cennot hope to solve the entangled ethical paradoxes of his life_._¥rc:i iii&. I hair, 

is not a good place to live 

in. It is evil. No real happiness is possib he good society cannot be 

established on earth. Man is lost in /original S4n homeless in an infinite and im-
H a. c..c..~"""•'"t~~~-/~ ~~VA-'~ ISdW:a,J•o~--=- ~, 

personal universe"i:1/J, rst be &&:~)tis salvation can be achieved, not bjrl'l'!erft 

or moral effort , by an act of faith in the vicarious atonement of a saviour and by 

the grace of God. Man is not free to change himself or his destiny. There is really 

no purpose in resisting evil. The more one strives to develop his personality, the 

more enmeshed~becomes in the toils of painful existence . The very will to live is 

at the root of man•s suffering and unhappiness. Man should forego all desire , all 

ambition, even good ambitions, and await the blessedness of release from the weary 

and pointless cycle of change into self-disintegration and non-existence . Death is 

better than life• 

rt is not doing injustice to the great religions of mankind to suggest that t,heir 

predominant motif is pessimism, resignation and other...,,.orldliness; nor I in so d:> ing are 

lll! denying ~ piritual gr-andeur or the high elevation attained by some of the:. 
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It is with high •onf'idence, therefore, J II") 7 that the teachers of Jud3.ism to­

day can con.fror.t this exciting, promi ing, but spiritual~~ turbulent and confused age. 

D.ew,c_ lM ~ ,/~A,·11'-'j 
They "'a~ passeeeee ~t~ medic.:.ne for the healing of the nations. a-f:. they have to 

say is free from~ inner contradiction, incontrovertibly relevant and indispe sable, 

sound in progr~, sound in technique, sound in spirit, and directed to a world which 

God created not for chaos, but one which He formed for an abiding and pleasant dwell­

ing place for man. 

~ Nor need they fear any more the hostility of science. The physical science are 

no longer battering at the beseiged citadel of religion as they did in the 19th and 

the early 20th centuries. The mechanistic view of the univer e has been largely aban­

doned. Physics is no longer committed to a law of determinism. The philosophy of 

materialism has suffered sev~re discredit in our da he hands of science. If it 

is not yet an avowed ally of religion, science D-~-T'l..eili ly no longer its formidable 

antagonist. Science itself stands face to fac 

mysteries. In science as well/ as in religion, one 

I 
any un olved and unsolvable 
/1/ 

stoop rate with basic terms 

which cannot be defin~d and with basic propositions which cannot be proved, and in 

science, too, with every new insight com s a new obscurity. 

·rhus, within the framework of their acknowledged unknowables, both science and 

religion are proceeding today uncompetitively to develop on the basia of their expe~ 

ience, insights and intuitions, porer and wisdom for the greater~ of man. 

The religious teacher has every ground for proclaiming his message to the world 

today ,11''>7. boldly, with assurance and authority, a.nd without fear that the findings 

of science may tomorrow shatter the very foundations of his faith. 

1/ The religious teacher in Israel may find additional confidence and strengthening 

in his ministry in the fulfillment in our day of a great historic hope which for so 

long seemed to e u.nrealizeabl, and in the righting of a millenial wrong lVhich seemed 

to be irreparable. 
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blending the old and the new, and maturing into a wiscb m adequate for ministra ion, 

we cannot instruct, and vrithout replenishing our own inner light, we cannot enl:!.ghten 

the eyes of others . 

e hold our calling high~,..,'?, when our spoken word i carefully weigh d and 

\ ' ,, ( carefully prepA.red . ':;)~ n~ ~ ,>.)/llt "The word of the '.LJ:>rd i refined of all dro s ." 

ords come easily, especially to those ho are glib of tongue, but they are not al-

ways the responsible words or the helpful words . ords spoken in haste and unpremedi-

tated, and opinions and judgments expressed which are not fully tested e.nd substanti­

a d, or true words spoken in bitterness without love, are unworthy of our high call­

ing which must, depend so much on t word, the dower~d, the appropriate , the timely, 

and the t less word. Like every other profession, ours, too , has its firm canon 

of craftsmanship and its ey..acting and meticulous standards of technique. Isaiah 

praised God for enabling him to acquir 
l.. 

f:' >3' fi e 0 cultiva d end trained speech 

so that he might most effective~ encollI".age t::rn•~H•~~t hose who ere weary and beaten 

down. ~~6) \.vj(5r)\{ 
y 

/ 

I 

rt is easier to grmr careless , dowdy and slovenly in the preaching profession 

than in aey other proi'e ssion on earth. and we must be warned a gai st it. (: I;, II) ..x f ui r~ 
.,1' }, ,e~ There must be no patchwork poverty of form and expression in place where 

spiritual wealth is to be exhibited. To step into a pulpit and fac a con egation 

of God inadequately prepared in content and form, to dash off a paltry sermon out of 

a passing headline , to force a puny homily out of a shy and unwilling text , or to set 

about exciting a congregation into admiration rather than persuading them into a con­

viction 1s to speak to men and wom n who need to understand the message of God ~~t J rbr t 
_}/') fl Ir j't r,, rtwith contemptuo-as lips and with a strange and estranging speech.• 

• Q/-.,j.~ to ~ 
There is also/~ growing tendency .ait lower~ s tc>.ndards and canons of good 

~~~,·~ ~ ~ 
t!lste in our synagogue pr ~ :~aP~i~~~~evalent degradatio~ _. Ai 
to compete for atten ion with radio abfl~le~sio The synago e cannot in the long 

run maintain itself through vulgarization, and hen it dos succeed, for as 11, in 
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to its halls by 5ome stratagem of unallied and unrefin d spec-

tacles or attractjons, ought no~ the words of Isaiah disturb and confound ~em Rho 

hath required this 
a_ . 

hands to trample My courts?" Certainly, a:eae few precincts 
~ 
remain invij_~i:_~ :f~;;1Jary in our tawdry world of increas-

~~ ~ ~ ~ tt 
ing slag and grime, for ~pre?.ching eart and mjnd of man mere the clear at.110s-

here remains unfailingly one of the beauty of holiness and :i: eo1.I' bti everythm g 

al,ays speal::s of glory. 

e hold o calling 
h 

.., J( I JI..)\ , .> L,x "Th 

f I ,t)\. '. ' af I lv~l ., 

0 }~ )t1/f, J 4 Ji '~<.I 

high ))f')1. when e unaerwrite what we say by v. hat we ar • 

law of the IPrd is perf ct." The Rabbis ado : f< J;'\ J.J\N ,i 
e 1. ~/IJ '.A. 'When is it perfect, wh~n it comes forth from the 

mouth of a perfect man", or rather, from the mouth of a man ho strives after perfec­

tion, since no 'Il~n is perf ct. A man must cme into a court of equit.y ith clean 

hands. Into the courjtof the Lor·, a FL_ bbi mu . , • h clean hands and a pure 

heart. 

v~ry little that we of our inistry will ha v 

been said :or t~ first time. ( Even the gr atest tt ranees vf men have had their 

ancestors and all ethical doctrines have passe through sev ral cycles of existence. 

The most famous teachers among our_ ople were proud to att~ibute the· teaching to 

illustr:io11 predecessors and to hang their teachings, as it ere, on what t y called 

•the majestic trees" of the past. The fact is that we are dealing l ith an or er of 

thought wherein basic ne-r ideas are ra e and infrequ nt. Speaking of the remarkable 

advances in science in our times, a rec nt writer decla ed: "The best doc:.or of a 

century ago ould need rigorous training to be fi to act as modern ho .. it 1 at--
tendant.u But assuredly, that is not the case with the b st artist, poet, musician, 

or religious 1 ader of a nundr d or a thousand years ago. Progress in our field is 

not to be ffieasured in rms of iscov r-J, but· t rres of application and fulfillm nt 
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on ~ need not be perennially querulous and cantankerous in the service of God. 
(',, One can serve God with joy and ccLle before Hi.'11 and His creatures with singing. Wh n 

the High ie~t, declares the Zahar, was to stand efore God in he sanctuary, he 
had to enter the holy place with joy, and all things about him wer toe res joy; 
f or in God•s servic there is no room for sadn ss . Serving God and man is a -::) f)#e ~ \j N f.Pt- a service of joy. To be .--\. J,-n. ~ /( '"2. ) f 6/f , cor<lial and 
pleasing to men is no betrayal of conscience . In our v hement days with their vio­
lent ways , the spir5.tual guide serves his sacred callin best when he avoids all 
harshn ss of judgment and expression, and when he soeaks the ord of truth ith love 
and c~~PR~sion . Some of our greatest teac rs and prophets - Moses , Elijah, Isaiah -

re condemned and punished by God because thy bera d h • people too severely, 
or doubted them too much, because they str ck with the rod of their mouth en thy 
should have employed the gentler 

• 1 be far more welccm and £ruit.ful hen it comes "as 
to Is e It as e raging stonn • (..::!) ) it not the Law Giver hi~se raye: a trine descend as t 

T~ "°"~ ~ ~ ~ ~ s ech as t g ntle dew. " ~- ~ , 1' va ~ ~ 
2- r I nNlN ~ J) e, . f<l "The precepts of the Lord are right, 

as 

.. 
the heart .

11 
It is to increase the happiness of the world through an acceptance of ~ 

the precepts of God arrl to bring joy to the tired hearts of men that we have under- ~ 
taken our religious ministry, not to vindicate certain ethical abstractions. rt is 
not enough to worship God - one must orsh·p Him 
ness and with gladness and goodness of heart . n 

There is so much tragedy in our world today, and sorrow and a iety that the 
faithful shepherd of men will strive to comfort and reass e men, encolirag and 
strengthen them - rather than increase their cons ~rnat·on . The prophet Ezekiel pr o­
phesied against the shepherds of Israel cause they had not strength ned the we k 
nor healed h sick nor bound up the ound nor brou ht back the strayed nor sought 
out the lost, bu ith ri or and 

shness ruled ov r t hem. 7?. ~}. / f-"llc ~~•~~ • J.,~'F I 
• 
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q!-
shall see visions . " It was during the first year of the first Much has 

occurred in our world since that time - wars and revolutions and the most a lling 

cataclysm in •b ena•J!s EA Jewish history. These have been years of agiinti '"- con-

fiict and disaster , but they have also been immense and creative years 
GJ.A,~~,rJ.. 

Nearly four 

chang ru.1
1
,decad; ;-ha~e lapsed sin 

enfold my message to~ :10 are about to b 

that time , and 

id ntical text from the book of the prophet Joel. 

is yet room for vision~ the days to come . 

ere I to choose a text today to 

R&'Jbi , . I should choos the 

For /~:r /'~~ g f6. There 

erJJi' f j I 51; ~ /~ "There is yet 
a vision for the appeinted time , ~o tic of r at thin t o c e, which will not 

dee ive . Ii' it tarry, wait for it. For it will surely co1 • " T re is ev ry reason 

for you to look forward confidently o Jhe future - to see visions of better things 

to come - to plan and build ith all the ardor of your liv s bridges into the future 

athwart impassable gulfs for dders betwixt heaven aoo 

of the past . earth. The days to come 
' / 

se-ful times , nor yet stagnant .,., 

ttmes , but great times of new plowing ands wing . You are en ring a profession which 

will enable you to render great service . In spite of the baf~lements and vexations 

whi ch you will inevit.ably experience in your careers - for no human life and certainly 

no worthy htm1an profession can escape them - I feel that your lot has fallen in 

You 

, and that you£will have reason to be content with your portion in life . ~:n ~- -"J~ Y(t r 1~ .. p 1/ I (-.,j c:> 1/~f'l; 
who are adding your names to the roJ.l of a goodly company of men/through the ages 

Gedica d their lives to a service which s worthy of their life• s dedi ation. ·th 

your endowment and training, you may move fonrard :;, )/,9?, intrepidly and in high 

spirit into the tasks and opportunities oft coming years , like "those that go their 

cm-a gait, erect , stepping with fr edom a d command, 1 ading not following." Go forth, . 
dear H!IWNMils , pose sed of yours lves , upbracing your f~llowmen , instructin , ad 



learning trca truot• humble but tortit'1ed in contidenoe m •1.t­

• You will be nobly rtnrarc::tecl in wrqe in which 00d Nnrda Hia chonn onea. 

se you 

8 

You will tind tr.ed in His Mice d dignity •lld.ng humbly 1d.th ttim, and 

the bNad ot lite will be yours n:1 t wine of the spirit• a you !wlp to build Iia 

70 will be 00 nt. 
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Shortly before his death, Judah Hanasi summoned his elder son, Gamaliel, who was 

to succeed him in the patriarchate and said to him I ,) "..,~ r I"' t J ( 1-;i J nconduct 

your office ef •8i with greatness. There is a differen~e of opinion among scholars 

as to the meaning of the word, /I->?. Some would read r J ,.J -"')") - • th men of high 
. .JP\lf~? standin tt • The Aruch read$ tA- ,.. as "something precious and of great value"• The 

first interpretation appeals to me most. "Conduct your office vdth greatness." 
~ 

Judah H2nasi was a very humble man although he occupied the most exalted office 

among his people. The Rabbis declared: ';) LJ1' -:;/ C-; J~7 .Alt4'. "With the deah of '" ~ -
Rabbi, humility passed away." His advice to his son, therefore, could not be taken 

to mean: be haughty and of a lofty bearing, maintain a domineering attitude toward 

your fellowmen." It was greatness of anot r sort that he undoubtedly had in mindt 

spiritual stateliness, a mood of authority whic , 

status, one's mandate, one•s mission and o ' 
,.,;, 

.from sure co nfj_ dence in one ' s 

He spoke of a high courage with 

which one, especially a leader, should face •,1 and all the e "il-doers of the 

world, knowin~ that in the end, goodness wi 1 prevail. This quality of greatness was 

always dear to the heart of our people. They preferred to associate it with their 

~~ tt, teachers, their leaders and their prophets. As a symbol of • newly-•quired higp 

estate and eminence, it was the practice in Rabbinic times to spread a cloak of gold 

~ 1.~ 3 ~ f <...J, r, ) over the ordained at the ceremony of his ordination• 
- - I """1' 

' It is of such greatness that I wou1 d like to speak to you today, on the day of 

your ordination; for ours is a time for greatness, and the need is for great men. 

Recently, I had occasion to address the American College of Physicians on the sub­

ject, "American Leadership in the World Today". I expressed the thought that this age 

in which we live is a great age, one of the greatest in human history. are too rear 

our times properly to appraise them. One requires distance in order to se gre t ob­

jects in their proper perspective. We ourselves are too much jnvolved in the turmoil, 

the fears, and the conflicts of our day to see objectively the amazi g new pattern or 
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life which is emerging. 

Many people are quick to describe our age as materialistic, as lacking in ideal­

ism, in aim and purpose, and as drifting helplessly to disaster. 

A mood of crisis is a broad in our world and th~re is fear in the hearts of men. 

Men talk of economic collapse, of a third world war, of an irrepressible conflict be­

tween the F,ast and the West which will completely shatter our civilization. There is 

much violence in our day
1

aa& all the unleashed mendacities and vituperations of a 

cold war. ft ).O '· ~d~ Ir, fe ,.,J ft .. .>J?r-67. rt is not only in Messianic times that a:r­

rogance and brutality increase, but in all times of upheaval and social convulsion. 

There are very few people who see this age of ours as a 

4_uaded that it is'\ruly ' great age. Historic - great 
I 

great age. I am per-

in amplitude and conse-

quence, are coming to pass in our day. I am not thinld.ng at the moment of the new 

worlds which science is continua~ disclosin 

matter and energy, the new sources of power a 

tion, distribution, transportation 

nsights into the nature of 

new methods of produc-

I am not referring to the 

amazing progress in the medical sciences which has so markedly improved the health of 

the human race and i ncreased the average length of lii"e, nor to the marvels of err­

gineering an~racles of construction. 

In characterizing our age as great, I am thinking in terms of social progress 

and welfare, in terms of human advancement and civilization. More is being done in 

our day for the improvement of the condit.; ons of ~heel Hie of the common man, for the 

raising of his standard of living, his health, his education, and for his protection 

against the disabilities cf sic}p,ess, unemployment and old age, than in any generation, 

than in any five generations in the past. Never were more determined efforts being 

made to bring about a fairer sharing of the wealth that is produced and a better way 

of life for all. 
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Never have the submerged races and peoples of the earth risen as they h~ve risen 
in our day to demand and to achieve, as they have to a large measure achieved, free­
dom and self-determination. Within the last six years one-fourth of the earth•s pop­
ulation - more than five hundred million non-self-governing people - have obtained 
their po]j tical freedom. Imperialism and colonialism are in their death-throes. 
Backward peoples are pressing forward into the light of a new day, and the exploita-
ti.on of the dark races of the earth is rapidly drawing to a close. 

What we are witnessing in our day, if we have eyes not only to see things but 
to see into the heart of things, is not social disintegrati on, but a radical new re­
integrRtion of humanity, a profound chm ge in the social evolution of man, a change 
not free, of course, from dange~s - for there is no progress without danger - but one 
of boundless and immeasurable potentialities. 

morphoses observable in nature as in the case, 

at a certain 

butterfly. 

are lfi tnessing one of those sharp, 
~ • .,~: to tst11 ee catastrophic meta-

I 

mp1e., of the caterpillar, which ,-_/ 

the chrysalis into the 

I do not wish to overdraw the picture. I am not suggesting that our age is ap­
proaching idyllic perfection, or that the milleniwn is just around the corner. There 
is not a~ot on the fac of the globe today where vast social wrongs and injustices 
do not exist, and where the nasses of mankind are not, to a greater or lesser degree, 
still underprivileged and disadvanta d. There is no country on eai,th which is al­
together free from class conflict , from bigotry, intolerance., lwns and privation. 
It will take centuries., no decades or genera j ons., before all the p ples of the 
world • 1 posse ven that rneasu o w 11-being., far f'rom the optimum, which some 
of th most favored peoples of the world already possess. 

The important thing to consid r., however, is not wheth~r e are on the ev of tee 
milleni , but whe her the major trends of our ag are in the direction of the ho d-

for good society, o awey from it. 
Is our ge br aking c ins, or no ? Is it tryi~ 
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toe radicate poverty and illiteracy and to raise the standard of living of all peoples, ... 
regardless of race or color or creed? Is it trying to satisfy the legitima aspira­

tion of peoples to national :f'reedom and independence? Is it trying to organize th 

world for ace and for international cooperation? I believe that in all these major 

trends, our age has gi Vfl!n w elcom evidence of great determination and of considerable 

progress . rt is moving purposefully in the right direction - the abolition of wa, 

the reduction of poverty, and the elimination of racial inequality. These are t 

three major trends of our century, and they are the major trends both in the East and 

the West, in the Communist as well as in the non-Communist world. What is tearing ~ 
';1~ rt is a difference not of ideology or objective, but of method . 

In the solution of the problems of this great, but greatly troubled age of ours, 

Judaism has a vital role to play, for it is the 

stake in the struggle today, a s 1fl 11 a Ju ai 

of Judaism hich are really at 

v~.--, for human progress . T im-

portance of the individual1 /his unalienable rig eedom, democracy., equality., 
\::;J './ i) ,o) 

brotherhood., peace - what ar the7' but the offs ringf of Judaism, reared and brought 
/ 

up by it . And what method is available to mankind to replace the bitter methods of 

violence, suppression and terror , which have led to such mounting disasters in our 

generatior.., ot r thm the method which Judaisn proposed, the ~ethod of inner reforna­

tion, of Teshubah - repentance - the inner revolution of com ssion and reconciliation -

a method which has never been fully tried in the world and which today is being ig-

nored more thoroughly than at any time in human history. 

Judaism has the true spirit -with which to confront this upreaching age of ours , 

wild with spiritual confusion; for it has unswerving faith in man, in mankind and in 

human progress . In this regard Judaism is quite unique among the r eligions of mankind -

as unique as were its God-concept, its prophets, its synagogue and its prayer worship . 

'th th possible exception of Zoroastrianism, faith in man and in human progress ia 

not present, commandingly, if at all, in Hinduism, Buddhism, Confucianism, Taoism, 
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Christianity or Islam. Indeed, belief in human progress belongs only to a very small 

portion of the hum.an race. The predominant mood of most historic religions is pessi­

mi~m. Most religious philosophies from ancient ,knosticism, Stoicism and Cynicisn 1o 

modern Eicistentialism are grounded in deep pess~sm an4nsi11usionment. M~n is hope­

lessly trapped and cannot escape the predicame11t of his own existence. He canno hope 

to solve the entangled ethical paradoxes of his life. He cannot help him lf. He 

nee s redemption and a redeemer. The world is not a good place to live in. It is 

evil. No real happiness is possible in it. The good society cannot be established 

one a:rt~ must b saved f:r.1""' Me er:i:~ne.1 depaeri~ and his salvation can be 

achieved, not by merit or moral effort, by an act of faith in the vicarious atonement 

of a saviour and by the grace of God. Man is not i.'ree to change himself' or his des­

tiny. There is really no pu ose in resistjng evil. The more one strives to develop 

his personality, the more enm sh d he becomes ~~,.,., ....... s of paintul existence. The 

very rill to live is at the root 
/ 

happiness. Man should £ore­

go all desire, all ambition, even good ambi ion 
r 

~ it the blessedness of release 
... ~-.:-/ 

from the weary and pointless cycle of change into self-disintegration and non-existence. 

Dea th is bet er than life. 

It is mt doing injustice to the great religions of mankind to suggest that their 

predominant moti£ is pessimism, resignation and other-worldliness; nor in so cbing 

are we denying th"ir spirit~l grandeur or the high elevatio~t~ by ome 0£ them. 

Nor is it to suggest that similar moods are not to be found -rl e:nd thePe- in the far­

fiung domains of Jewish literature wherein, through the ages, ritualists and pietists, 

rationalists and mystics, traditionalists and reformers, priests and prophets, recorded 

their views. Numerous sects flourished among our people, especially during the Second 

Connnonwealth. •Israel was not dispersed," declared one of the Rabbis, nuntil it broke 

up into twenty-four heterodox sects.n Some of them were undoubtedly infiuenced by the 
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Oriental theosophies prevalent in their environment. Some over-emphasized one or 

another tenet of Judaism, md in so doing, upset the spiritual balance, the unique 

ethical equipoise which distinguishes our historic faith. In mos i nstance i t was 

a case where sound ideas were followed through:relentlessly to their logical conclu­

sion , and by that very consistency, they became illogical and unwholesome, reduced 

to~~ But they never constituted element 1 ideas in Judaism,. and in spite of 

the variety and at times contradictory religious views and opinions recorded in our 

literat.ure, it i s not difficult to discern the outlL:.es of the major trends in Juda­

ism, the key ideas which were occasi onally hidden beneath the luxuriant creepers of 

subsequent commentary and exposition. It is not difficult to discover benea lih the 

restless surface eddies the deep and steady channels of the perman~nt attitudes which 

carrie<l on undeflected through the ages. 

The great insights of Judaism a re easily 

development1 and especially its concept of ma 

a le in all the stages of its 

They derive 
~ . 

from a unique religious humanism which sifted and, r /~tied the copious beliefs of the 
:,,,,. ~ 

Oriental world and rejected all that was extr~~e and excessive, all that was over-
~<2.J.. gorged either with sensuality or spirituality, all that EiePi'Ye ti reality or was blinded 

by it, all that deified man or degraded him. Judaism was a movement of purification 

and of equilibrium, achieving for the religious life of man what Greece achieved for 

his artistic and intellectual life, a sobriety of measure and order which we are wont 

to call classicism. 

In the unique construction of Judaism, man, for example, was indeed conceived as 

fashioned out of the earth, but in the image of God. He is certainly bound by his 

physical and mental limitations, but h is boundless in moral aspiration and is 

possessed of adequate instruments with which to change the face of the earth~ the 

structure of society and his own personal life. Man is finite and yet not helpless. 

1an is very important in God's schem of things. There is evil in the world, but it 

can be overcoI!le through repentance and aspiration, and therein lies tho meaning and 
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adventure of life . Life is good and a gracious gift of God . Life should not 
-kl' 

feared or contemned or renounced, but sanctified and enjoyed through wholesome li ng 

in which the whole of man - body, mind and soul - are fu Uille an is exalted 

through his struggles for the establishment of the Ki ngdom of universal justice, 

brotherhood and peace 

be established in the 

on earth. Evil must be fought and eradica ed, and justice must 

ga~;,an• principle concern should be with llle this side 

of the grave since nt~ hidden things belong to God but the thing. that are revealed 

belon r to us and our children. 11 • These are the all-suffusing ideas of Judaisn, its in­

ner fluid and its inner force . 

Other religions er ■afikilMi possess one or more of these ideas . Some adopted 

them from Judausm; but Judaism has woven them into a unified and unique pattern, has 

coordinated tpem into a dynamic religious phi 

pl·ed, powerfully influenced the civilization 

tinue to influence it in the futur;~/ Tliat other ... 

ethical code which, when ap­

in the pa.st and must con-

groups have accepted some 
p 

of Judaism's teachings am are working today in tb ;::,same direction should greatly 

hearten us . rt would be a strange logic, indeed, if such endorsement of our faith ~ 

others were to be used to justify the surrender of our own religious 

and group identil y. 

It is with high confidence, therefore ,;) 1 "')7 that the teacher of Judaism ·c,oday 

can confront trr·s exciting, promising, but spiritually turbulent and confused age . 

They are possessed of the medicine for the healing of the nations . What they have to 

say is free frcm any inner contradictiou, incontrovertibly relevant and indispensable, 

sound in program, sound in t echnique , sount in spirit, and directed to a world which 

God created not for chaos., but one which He formed for an abiding and pleasant dwelling 

place for man. 



. <M,-) \M~ ~ ,t ~1fM7'-ul AM ~ ~~ -ft 
:Cvv\V~ t/&J cl, • 
~.r ~J a 

[r V' • • 

• 

WRH 



-8-

Nor need they fear any more the hostility of scjence. The physical sciences 

are no longer battering at the beseiged citadel of religion as they did in he 19th 

and the early 20th centuries. The mechanistic view of the onive sc has been largely 

abandoned. Physit's is no longer connnitte<l to a law of determinism. The hilosophy 

of materialism has suffered severe discredit ·n our day at the han s of science. If 

it is not yet an avowed ally of reli5ion, s ience is certai nly no loner it. ormidable 

antagonist. Science itself stands face ,o face with many unsolved and unsolvable my 

teri s. 1 n science as well as in relie:Lon, one rn s to op rate with basic terms hich 

can~ot be defined and with basic propositions which cannot be proved, and in scienc , 

too, wi h every new insight comes a new obscurity. 

This,, ·t!'lin the .framework o.r their acknm ledged unkno bles , both scienc and 

reli ion are proceeding today uncompetitively to develop on the basi~ of their e P.r-

ience, insights and intuitions, power and is great~r service of man. 

The religious teacher ha eve message to the world 

of science may tomorrow shatter the very foundations of his faith. 

The rel"eiou~ eacher in Israel may find ad itional confidenc and strength ni ~ 

in his ministry in the fulfillment in our day of a great historic hope which for so 

lone seeme to be unrealizeable, and in the righting of a millenial wrong hich se med 

to be irreparable. 

The hope of ational r storatjon was always an integral . rt of Judaism. Our 

faith nurtured it and~in t,urn 1DW nurtur d by it. Providentially, tPis long-
L~ • I 

deferred ho came t6' ~ ~n our day. It is a hlessed and glorious consummation 

which our generation was privileged to behold. It should greatly exalt us. Our people 

looked forward to the time of its restoration as to a time of greatness, elatlon and 

hope. "When t.he wrd will hring back the captivity of Zion ••• they ill sa 100ng 

the nations: the Lord hath ne eat things • h thees the wrd ha.th don eat th· gs 

with us. r.e shall rejoic •" What has~~ ';!;;JtJ#rffuTJ.11; transpir d in our day shruld 
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rechar our c ourage for the greater tasks which lie ahead. For the essianic hope 

of our people has been realized only in part. Galut - exiJe - has come to an er.d and 

p) /11 1/ illnthe servitude of foreign power!~ But in its profounder and univers 1 

sense of r1AI» .Jn~fc, the eatablishment of the good society+or universal justice, 

brotherhood and peace on earth, the Hessian·c ho of our ople is, of course, far 

from havj n
0 

been consummated. The ult:i.m~te goal of Judaism reaches bey·ond all national 

restoratjons and sovereigntie wt.o the time"when they shall not hurt nor destroy in 

all IDJl holy mountain, and the earth shall ~e full of the knowl dge of God as the waters 

cover the sea. n This iessianic ho e JUdaism ;.ust continue to procla.im. rt can do so 

today more hopefully as a result of what has transpired in Jewi h life. In a new,~,,,;P-' ~&.viA~ - •wo_.,. 

mood of /\vindication-~~~IM~Qll' the lead~rs of Isra.el may now devote themselv s to 

the totality of Judaism I s essianic rne.ssa 

of the State of Israel, remains unfulfille ork is yet to be done . 

The religious shrine has .from time immemorial served as 

escap- ~ution or the punitive arm of government. 
/' 

sanctuary for men who /.HJ-«,­

When all else failed, 

man's last refuge were beside the horns of the alt2.r. Today the church and synagogue 

are 1in an even more vital sense1man 1s last refuge from the all-demanding, all-coordin­

ating aai all-subjugating state. 

Man is being made small in our day by the very systems which undertake to serve 

and exalt him. His rights have been curtaj led by the very governments which avowedly 

seek to extend them. He has been denied his freedom on the plea of greater freedoms 

to come. It is a passing phase, I am sure, a by-product of wrong methods which are 

being employed to achieve good results. But in the meantime, man is being beaten down 

into littleness and rightlessness. F,very precinc of his life is being invaded. Where 
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is escape? Where shall the dove find resting place while the flood waters cover the 

earth except in the ark of faith? Where shall rean find shelter for his self~steem 

and dignity, sanctuary from the relentless collective rhythms of his 111990-. Where but 

in the courts of the living God} where man~ never subordim~ted exc pt to God, 

where he is thought of us ~a little lower than the angels" - wr~re he is held inviolate 

l in his spiritual dignity as a child of God. ttHow lovely is Thy dwellin place, 0 

tord of hosts 1 MY spirit longs and pines for the courts of the Lor " "For in Thee 

doth my soul take refuge, and in the shadow of Thy ways Will I take refuge unti 1 the 

calamities be over-past."· 

It is not so much for peac of mind that men and women a re turning to religion 

today but to escape the .f.'rightening attrition of their spiritual soverelgnty, to firrl 

sanctuary f rom the violent forces 

inherent human dignity ands bmerge 

To reassure them of their inalienable and greatness, the spiritual 

teacher comes to men today with the comfor ing e of his faith: ( -;,,&(.}\ )3--;'>) 5h.:,J .. ( ..,. 

''God crowns man with glory and honor.' It is a welcome message, i n eed l And men hun­

ger for it. It appeals to the greatness in man, to his full status and stature, and 

by so do~ng, it helps to make him great as well as to demand greatly of himself. 

You a re being ordained into the Rabbinate in times dangerous and co vulsive, ani 
1M.lo 

yet, -witfl great and prophetic times; and I would urge you to strive to match your 

hour. Sttive for greatness 1 How? 

Have a high regard for your calling. It is a great calling. Give to iih unre­

servedly your enfranchised minds and your understanding hearts. Honor it with your 

full substance and let your substance grow with increasing knowledge garnered through 
wtv¼c:.; ~, 

the/years and with the experiences which life wil.,engraven in your hearts. How much 

of the basic vocabulary of our faith stems .t'rom the root tenns of learning and teach-

1 r Torah, Talmud, Mishna, Gemara, Midrash, Tana, Amora, S&bora, TaJmud Ch0(2ham 1 
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You, too, will be teachers - teachers of the good b ok, the good life, the good so­

ciety. Our professior; is not necessarily one of the special:tzed scholar., but most 

assuredly it is one of the faithful and avid student and learner. 

Throughout our lives we must be men of the Book and men of books. Religious 

mystics of other faiths at times came to despise learning and books. "Books r•r ex­

' • claimed the famous s~ of Islam, Abu Sajd, "Te are excellent guidt.is, but it is ab-

surd to trouble about a guide after the goal has been reached.tt He also said, "The 

.first step in Sufism is the breaking of ink-pots and the tearing up of books and the 

forgetting of knowledge.n 

This mood was JDdcx practically unknown even among the mystics of Judaism, for 

their very mysticism was grounded in literature, in the occult and recondite inter-

pretation of the phrases, words, letters, vents and characters of the book of books -

the Bible. w 
In order that we may speak wit.h autho 

bring knowledge and insight to those who as to trusted teachers am 

guides, we must be equipped maximally. Whatever else our ministry is called upon to 

d~ for our fellmmen, it must certainly instruct the ignorant. /..J\ 
v+ ~vs-r 

_).N1)'(>" ~ 1/0 ~I J\1~~ 

a8fi, bring light to those who cannot see into the heart and the meaning of things 

l' ,, I 
(' fl/_ /1 A?_,4.,1 1-,~~ -;, ...X._3Ji. Without knowledge, gathering and expanding, blending the old 

and the new, and maturing into a wisdom adequate for ministration, we cannot instruct, 

and without replenishing our own inner light, we cannot enlighten the eyes of others. 

We hold our calling high ')l,"Z when our spoken word is carefully weighed and 

carefully prepared. » ~/"1j { }.~Kk"Th > word of the IPrd is refined of all dross." 

Words come easily, especially to those who are glib of tongue, but they are not al­

ways the responsible words or the helpful words. Words spoken in haste and unpremed­

itated, and opinions and judgments expressed which are not fully tested and eubstanti­

ated, or true words spoken in bitterness without love, are umrorthy of our high call­

ing which must depend so much on the word, the dowered, the appropriate, the timely, 
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and the timeles~ word. Like every other profession~, ours, too, has its finn canons 

of craftsmanship and its exacting and meticulous standards of technique. Isaiah 

praised God for enablin him to acquire (.° ~ ·/,4 (/te./ a cultivated and trai ned speech 

so that, he might most effect,ively encourape wi thw ords those who were eary and beaten 

down. 

rt is easier to grow careless, dowdy and slovenly in th~ preaching profession 

he z _,.,{f,r-1\ /'l 
than in any other profession on earth, and we must be warned against it~ , f , '.J" 

There must be no patbhwork poverty of form and expression in places where spiritual 

wealth is to be exhibited. To step into a pulpit and face a congregation of God in­

adequately prepared in content and form, to dash off a paltry ... ermon out of a passirg 

headline, to force a puny homily out of a shy and unwilling text, or to set about 

exciting a congregation into admiration ra her than persuading them into a conviction 

is to speak to mvn and women ho need to unde ssage of God a)t I z-"'6 r? 

-11. -,rifr 11th I "with contemptuous lips ,°' estranging speech". 

There is also a grcmin tendency at lowering~.,
1
- ~$tandards and canons of good 

taste in our synagogue programs and activi ies to match the prevalent degradation am 

to compete for attention with radio and television. The synago~e cannot in the long 

run maintain it.self through vulgarization, and when it does succeed, for a spell, in 
so~ 

bringing large numbers to its halls by/stratagem of unallied and unrefined spectacles , 
pr attractiol\S1 ought not the words of Isaish disliuriand confound them? "Who hath 

required this at your hands to trample My courts?" Certainly, some few precincts of 

hi.nnan association~91!main inviolaiJ;- sanctuary in our tawdry world of increasing -
for ~~ ..c.c. 

slag and grime, ill the upreaching heart and mind of man where the clear atmosphere js._~ 

unfailingly one of~auty of hol~es and in whose colll'ts everythi~~~s of glory. 

, I').:) I/YI /c I I~ ( ~ 'e ~) t-
' . 

We hold our calling high ')f ~ when we underwrite what we say by what we are. 

/Y11-..A >, ) l:k "The law of the Lord is perfect.n The Rabbis adds 1/t,Al\ k>;) t..1'/1,J, 

r 1 1 .X. i 1 (J r, /4f!l roli_ "When is it perfect, when it comes forth from the mouth 
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of a perfect man", or rather, from the mouth of a man who strives after perfection, 

since no man is perfect. A ma.n must corne into a court of equity with clean hands. 

Into the court of the Lord, a Rabbi must come with clean hands and a pure hea.r~t 

~~-i!t ~ f fN.A ~ i Lli 
Very little th.qt we are likely to say ~ ~imf! wi.11 have(/been said ' for he 

1M ~ . 
first time . Even the greate~ances of Pliti have.A their ancestors and all ethical 

doctrines have passed through ~ cycles of existence. The most f ous teachers 

among our people were proud to attribute their teaching to~ illustrious prede­

cessors and to hang the:ir teachings, as it were, on what they called nthe majestic 

trees" of the past. The fact is that we are dealing with an order of thought wherein 

basic new ideas are ra: • dd inftequent. Speald.ng of the remarkable advances in sci­

ence in our times, a recent writer declare i "The best doctor of a century a go would 

need a rigorous training to oe fi 

suredly, that is not the case with he ~es 

pital attendant." But as­

musician, or religious 

leader of a hundred or a thousand yea.rs ag 1~•--~~ our field is not to be 

measured in terms of discovery OP Rew: reTela~io in terms of application and 

fulfillment. 

Wherein then will your originality consist? In the courageous timing of your 

message, in the inspired and compelling j,hrasing of that which men have known all 

along but have not taken to heart, but above all, int he way in which your life 

will surround, pervade and reendtorce the utterances of your lips. These will lend 

distinction to your career. 1 ,h, C ~ .>-fc, '"The worship of God is pure•" The Rabbis 

add: "A man mayte at home int he entire range of the Law - if he is devoid of high 

moral principles, he has nothing - his hands arc empty.11 

Merya...; a rule 
1
are quick to detect those who come to them bearing the gifts of 

learning or '1.arm, or brilliance or salesmanship, but with empty hands and empty 

hearts. It is the sincere heart which alone provides the resonant music to the spoken 

~~ word, which when heard by men deeply moves and them. 
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We })old our calling high ~JY?. when we speak the truth. ,.. 
ments of the I.ord are true." The 11.shpat~~ embrace those regulations and ordinances 

which define man•s relations with his fellow-men. 

our prophets and teachers were warn d 11ot to be afraid of men, but to speak the 

word of God fearlessly. (')) fl) I IV /' ~ ~l "Do not be afraid of them." 

The thingt,however, to fear most are not the pprsecutions of ~en, but the seduc­

tion of adulation, self-cozenage, the temptation to be in wit h the right people and 

to bask in their sunshine., the wish to be unvexed and undisturbed, and r.ot to face 

that which mu st., in all conscience, be faced. The Psalmist., whose superb psalm 19 -,,.J.... 
hav~ be n quoting., prays that he be delivered from the persecutions of the wicked and 

presumptuous men - J?. i, 7 l!! (" 3 ,! t;'- but h also nrays ~ be cleansed frcm his 

own hidden faults - Uj] ~ ..,J11o,y, ,It is t es "~'-L'-1.Q lts which we do not like to 

ackno ledge in curse :ves., which destroy us 

tha we are often not even aw 

6 
ing on in us. 

inner corruption, so subtle 
J 

o st ~f disintegration w ich is go-
b,, 1/:,,')+ / 

.:i;,"· ' I_:,,, 

One need not be perennially querulo and cantankerous in th service of God. 

One can serve God with joy and come before Him and His creatures wi h singing. When 

the High Pri~st, declares the Zohar, was to stand before God in the Sanctua.ry, he had 

to enter the ho place with joy., a1 all thi ngs about him were to express joy; for 
~..Qr\-.V 6-~ ~ ~ C/4 "-- v n..r ,,l there ·s no room for sadness. in God's se:i;.i.r-ce 

)) }J /f N..,, - ~~°- I. 
To be _A /,,"l. ':;) f( -Z..) f-otv 

Cordial and pleasing to men is no bet,rayel of conscience. In our vehement days with 

their violent~/ the spiritual guide serves hiss cred calling best when he avoids 

all harshn ss of judgment and e ression, and when he speaks the ord of truth with 

love and compassion. Some of our greatest teachers and prophets - Moses, Elijah, 

Isaiah - were condemned and punished by God because they Qell@lll'ieed end berated their 
~~ people too severely, or doubted them too much' ~ st,ruck w.i. th the rod of their mou 

/ 
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' '--', 
~hen }~e~:should have employed the gentler speech. Our message 7t far more 

and ~~ when it comes nas the dew unt.o Israel" - and n t as a raging storm. 

Was it not the Law Giver himself who prayed: "May my doctrine desc nd as the rain, 

rey s eech as the gentle dew." 

tf -z r lf)/(tN rl?tl .; ,-3/p V 'The precepts of the IPrd are right, rejoicing the heart. I 

--rt is to increase the happinees of the world through an acceptance of the pre­

cepts of God and to bring joy to the tired hearts of men that we have undertaken our 

religious min~&try, not to vindicate certain ethical abstractions. rt is not enough 

to worship God - one must worship Him "2 / 'l / {zJ f),'~ c. "with joyfulness and with 

gladness and goodness of heart." 
ft,. J.o,f 

Th r is so much tragedy in our worlo/ and sorrow and anxiety asft il"leeel!Fity that 
w ,·91. 

the faithful shepherd of men1stri'Ve,. to comfort and rea sure men, encourage and 

strengthen them - rather than increase their o 
'--­

prophesie/ against the she herds of Israel beo,a 

weak nor healed the sick nor bound up the wounrl 

The proph Ezeki 1 

not strengthened the 

back th~ strayed nor 
J ~ { l/4 

sought out the lost, ~ut with rigor and harshness ruled over hem. }./, l ~'. -, 
I' 

Our actions should be guided always by the three-fold love t- ..>,.21/4,c::-l;,N,> 

{r, J f,;, I-~ fc- f-3 !cs, Without the love of God, man and Israel in our hearts, we 

shall be offering through our ministry strange fires~~ high altars of God. 

But there are times when even the kindly shepherd must lead with a firm hand. 

There are times - and hey come not infrequently in the life of a Rabbi - when at the 

hest of his sacred calling and in defense of his own immortal and undishonored soul, 

i!T"'!'ffKilMw..
0 must stand up and bear witness to the truth that is in him regardles ; when 

he must be like nan iron pillar, like brazen walls", against king and princes and 

priest ~ud people. The sincere and faithful Rabbi will know, beyot\d any peradventure 

of doubt, hen those challenging and undeniable moments arrive, for hand of God 

will be heavy upon him, and he will step fonmrd then with all the power and author­

ity that is in him ~to declare unto Jacob his transgression and to Israel his sin.P 
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But let us 

identification with~ {1\..~tem of politics or economi~" ~ role of the 

syste , No religious teacher is not be the partisan or apologist ~~Re--Q.lr:J~~ief" 

system completely meets the exacting demands of religion. Whether it , 

socialism or communism or any of fonn 

capitalism, 

are basic 
' principle')of hmnan rights and essential social ideals which are at stake in each, and 

the religio s teacher must at all t:imes r main fre o de~end these rights and ideaJs 

for which no system is adequate guarantee. e have seen in our da~ t.hat even the 

rule of peasant and proletariat does not insure society against abuse of p~Ner,1x­
~ ploitation of mtn and the defeat oft.he spiritual promise of human life. 

My ear friend$~Thirty-seven years ago, on a Sabbath afternoon in June, I was 

ordained Rabbi at the Hebrew Union College at the hands of my revered teacher, Dr. 

Kaufman Kohler. For the valedictory I 

}! )I .,,x./J/,,S,, ~1?/N- j/,,'(nJ ;<./4 'f> "Your o d 
1
e 

verse in Joe 1 ~ l..:::, I f' 5 
earn dreams, your you.."lg men 

shall see visions." It was dur.ing the first yew first World War. Much has ., 

occurred in ~world since that time':!wa s and r:volutions and the most appalljng 

cataclysm in the annals of Jewish history. These have been years of agitation, con­

flict and disas r, but they have also been immense and creative years. early four 

~
~~ tl..r~ 

changeful decades have ,and Wire I to choose a text today to enfold my mesaage 
~ ~ tJ;../_J,/,,..;, 

to , a s=:g- me.rn!"oout to be ordain d, I should w.i!ll:H~ the .--.e identilal text from the ,,v /'-

book of the prophet Joel. For (!Kif/ f{n <:J/-6. Th re is yet room for vision for the 
;,-6/,11 I 1,n ,;; 16 days to come. • T 

•There is yet a vision for the appo·nted ti , prophetic of great 

come~ill not deceive, If it tarry,wait for it, r it will surely thjngs to 
II 

come, wj ;thou± de½"'•" There is every reason for you to look forward confidently into i ~, .. mJ[)lmxiilmitil wl<Jlf 
the futur - to see visionS:flit better thjngs 1,0 come,A­
:tkilJxlmllJJw.i:gi.q..wl to plan and build with all the ... ~~i:z-"'o off 7Y your lives~ t bridges 

into the future atlnrard impassable gulfs fort eager feet of men, and ladders ~P10Jmrxxem~mmom ~ ~ 
'letwixt hea en and earth. Th days to come will surpass all th andeur of the past. 
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~lves, upbraciJJg y:alH""" fellow ,eem1 ins'(,ructing and learning from liln~e wham you iR­

stract, htmtble 'mlt forlif:i:eci in eonficiel'.lce and self-esteem. 

You are entering great times, not quiet or reposeful times, nor yet stagnant 

times, but great times of new plowing and sowing. You are entering a profession which 

will enable you to render great service. In spite of the bafflements and vexai.ions 

which you will inevitable experience in your careers - for no human life and certainly 

no worthy human profession can esca them - I feel that your lot has fallen in 'hM'C 
~Jl .,.~ ~-t r 

choiceU ~ place/, and that you/'-~ be content wit>, your portion in life. ~ f c r> 
/ 1 I( ")@--<.,: ...A (n_j II / 1 r 1n 1J -a , I rt;:, J 

TRou are adding your names T.O the role of a goodly company of men ho through the ages 

dedicated their lives to a service which was worthy of their life•s dedication. With 
~ 

your •~lilipment a.nd training, you may move )I Y? intrepidly andv\"high 
I 

spiritfA into the tasks and opportunities of 

command, leading not 
~ I 0,. 

nthose hat go their o~ _ gaE·t, ere t, stepping • 
~ following11 • Go forth~ oss .,ed of yourselves, • .ng your fellowmen, instructing / 

and learning from hose whom you instruct, wnble but fortified in confidence and 

self-esteem. You will be nobely rewarded in ways in which God rewards His chosen one,,L . 

You will find freedom in His service and dignity in walking humbly with Him, and the 

bread of life will be yours and the wine of the spirit, as you help to build His King­

dom . There will be a goodly harves , and you will be content . 
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HORTLY BEFORE HIS DEATH, JUDAH HANASI SUMMONED HIS ELDER SON, 
Gamaliel, who was to suc~ed him in the patriarchate, and said 
to him:' 1Nehog ~a ~ah~ "Conduct your office with 

eminence, with greatness.~ There is a difference of opinion among 
scholars as to the meaning of the word beramah. Some would read 
beramim?\'with men of high standing." The Aruch reads it bedamim, 
-. "something precious and of great value." The first interpretation 
appeals to me most: "Conduct your office with greatness." 

Judah Hanasi was a very humble man, although he occupied the . 
most exalted office am~n/;, his people. The )(.abbis declared:" iisht:m_et 
rabbi, batlah anawab., 'With the death of bbi, humility passed 
away." His advice to his son, therefore, c uld taken to 
mean: "Be haughty and _ o a o ty ea3iEg, ai1 
attitude towards your fe ,ju n." J: s g a 
that he undoubtedly had irl min : ~ritual sta 
authority which derives from 8' e- c rrlidenc in o..,.....,.~ . .,...-,,..,,.. 
mandate, one's mission-,~,y. ./Vt ''"'--"1,J.J.nLl'--1.....,'.]Ie s ok of'-a~ •~ 'l:1!"'-cJ) rage with which one, especial a ...J .ehould f ce a ,,_.me :vi , _ _., d all 
the evil-doers of the wo 18 ~'1 a in the en '• ;-, ess will 
prevail. This quality of 'greatness- wa alway dear to the heart of , 
our people. They preferred to associate it wi their teachers, their 
leader?and their prophets. As a symbol of his newly/acquired high 
estate and eminence, it was the practice in ftabbinic times to spread 
a cloak of gold, gQlta dedahabah, over -the ordained at the ceremony 
of his ordination. 

It is of such gteatness that I would like to speak to you today, 
on the day of your ordination; for ours is a time for greatness, and the 
need is for great men. -

Recently, I had occasion to address the American College of Physi­
cians on the subject, "American Leadership in the World Today." 
I expressed the thought that this age in which we live is a great age, 
one of the greatest in human history. We are too near our times 
properly to appraise them. One requires distance in order to see great 
objects in their proper perspective. We ourselves are too much in 
volved in the tunnoil,} the fears, and the conflicts of our day to see 
objectively the amazing new pattern of life which is emerging. 

Many people are quick to describe our age as materialistic, as 

Q._.....,--' 
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lacking in idealism, m aim and purpose, and as drifting helplessly 
to disaster. 

A mood of crisis is abroad in our world..)and there is fear in the 
hearts of men. Men talk of economic collapse, of a third wol'ld war, 
of an irrepressible conflict between the East and the ·west which will 
completely shatter our civilization. There is much violence in our 
day, all the unleashed mendacities and vituperations of a cold war, 
b'ikbot meshika hutzpa gi;g__e. It is not only in Messianic times that 
arrogance and brutality increase, but in all times of upheaval and 
social convulsion. 

There are very few people who see this age of ours as a great 
age. I am persuaded that it£! a. truly great age. Historic events, grea t 
in amplitude and consequence, are coming to pass in our day. I am 
not thinking at the moment of the new worlds which science is 
continually disclosing, the new insights into the nature of matter and 
energy, the new sources of power and wealth, the new methods of 
production, distribution, transportatio13> and communication. I am 
not referring to the amazing progress in the medical sciences which 
has so markedly improved the health of the human race and increased 
the average length of l"fe, nor to the marvels of engineering and the 
miracles of constructio . 

a 

,___ill,-i:.d:1.,-.~m thinking in terms of social 
vanccment and civilization. 
-ovement of the conditions 
ndarcl of living, his health, 
st the disabilities of sic~ 

'; any generation, than in 
i e v more determined efforts 

ut a · _ ng of the wealth that is pro-
ducecl and a better wa. of life for all. 

Never have the submerged races and peoples of the earth risen as 
they have risen in our day to demand and to achieve, as they have 
to a large measure achieved, freedom and self-determination. Within 
the last six years one-fourth of the earth's population,;.:-more than 
five hundred million noI1.;:self-goveming people-have obtained their 
political freedom. Imperialism and colonialisrri are in their death 
throes. Backward peoples are pressing forward into the light of a new 
day, and the exploitation of the dark races of the earth is rapidly 
drawing to a close. 

What we are witnessing in our day, if we have eyes not only to /lee 
things, but to see into the heart of things, is not social disintegration, 
but a radical new reintegration of humanity, a profound change in 
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the social evolution of man, a change not free, of course, from dangers # for there is no progress without danger:;2but one of boundless and 
immeasurable potentialities. We are witnessing one of those sharp, 
decisive turns in the road of human progress comparable to the catas-

• trophic metamorphoses observable in nature as in the case, for ex­
ample, of the caterpillar which, at a certain stage, is transformed into 
the chrysalis and the chrysalis into the butterfly. 

I do not wish to overdraw the picture. I am not suggesting that 
our age is approaching idyllic perfection, or that the milletum is 
just around the corner. 

The important thing to consider is not whether we are on the 
eve of the millc~um, but whether the major trends of our age are 
in the direction of the hoped.for good society, or away from it. Is our 
age breaking chains, or not? Is it trying to eradicate poverty and 
illiteracy and to raise the standard of Ii ving of people, regardless 
of race or color or creed? Is it trying to satisfy the legitimate aspirations 
<,>f peoples to national freedom and independence? Is it trying to 
organize the world for peace and for international cooperation? I 
believe that in all these major trends, our age has given welcome evi­
dence of great determination and of considerable progress. It is moving 
pui·posefully in the right direction - the abolition of war, the reduc­
tion of poverty, and tl1e elimination o racial inequality. These are 
the three major trends of our century, nd they ar the major trends 
both in the East an t e West, in the Co rmmi as in t11e 
non-Communist w rd , a • r~ ring the 

• ence_ not of ideolo 
I 

o )jsc iv , ,b-Jt o me\eillo--.~~~-'I 
In the solution of th lem of t is re •-~ -,:.·t.,--r~,J-= troubled 

age of ours, Judais a 
1 

// ~;-.,_ o Ray. ~i a~ of Judaism 
which are really at a ~I • ggle toda ~ ,&l<l u /4> m's method 
for human progres ·U <"-( Hp o 1 of 1e indi -~ a1 ~ is t nalienable 
rights, freedom, dem craty, qu)thty, b otherhood, peace - what are 
they but the offspring of Judaism, rea1"Cd and nurtured by it. And 
what method is available to mankind to replace the bitter methods 
of violence, suppressio~ and terror, which have led to such mounting 
disasters in our generation, other than the method which Judaism 
proposed long ago, the method of inner reformation f the inner revo­
lution of compassion and reconciliation; a method which has never 
been fully tried in the world and which today is being ignored more 
thoroughly than at any( time in human history. • . 

Judaism has the true spirit with which to confront this upreaching 
age of ours, wild with spiritual confusion; for it has unswerving faith 
in man, in mankind

1
and in human progress. In this regard Judaism 

' l, 
/I 
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0 I is quite unique among the religions of mankind M as unique as--were 
its Go<k_concept, its prophets, its synagogu~ and its prayer worship. 
With the possible exception of Zoroastriamsm, faith in man and in 
human progress is not present commandingly, if at all, in Hinduism, 
Buddhism, Confucianism, Taoism, Christianiti,or Islam. Indeed, belief 
in human progress belongs only to a very small portion of the human 
race. The predominant mood of most historic religions is pessimism. 
Most religious philosophie;,from ancient Gnosticism, Stoicis~and Cyn­
icism to modern ,Existentialism are grounded in deep pessimism and 
disillusionment. Man is hoeJ.essly trapped and cannot escape the pre­
dicament of his own existence. He cannot hope to solve the entangled 
ethical paradoxes of his life. The world is not a good place to live in. 
It is evil. No real happiness is possible in it. The good society cannot 
be established on earth. Man is lost in original sin or homeless in 
an infinite and impersonal universe. He cannot help himself. He 
needs redemption and a redeemer. His salv tion can be achieved 
not by personal merit or moral effort, by an act of faith in the vicarious 
atonement of a saviour and by the grace of God. Man is not free .to 
change himself or his destiny. There is really no purpose in resisting 
evil. The more one strives o develop his personality, the more en­
meshed one becomes in the toils of painful existence. The very will 
to live ·s t the-reut-of-rnan • su erin d u l appiness. Man should 
forego 11 ~ , 1 biti nm itions, and await the 

. blessedn / of lelea fi m i tless cycle of change 
into s • • a h is better than life. 

It i ~~~ 1ifbn of mankind to suggest 
that t -... ~--·· m if is cllCS smfr esignation and other-!., 
worldl - ~oin , are >- t g the spiritual grandeur 
or the e o t'tain d by som 

I 
them. Nor is it to suggest 

that similar moods are not to be found anywhere in the far-flung 
domains of Jewish literature wherein, through the ages, ritualists and 
pietists, rationalists and mystics, traditionalists and reformers, priests 
and prophets, recorded their views. Numerous . sects flourished among , 
our people, especially during the Second Commonwealth. "Israel was 
not dispersed," declared one of the ,l(.abbis, "until it broke up into 
twenty-four heterodox sects." Some of them were undoubtedly in, 
fluenced by the Oriental theosophies prevalent in their enivronment. 
Some overemphasized one or another tenet of Judaism, and in so 
doing upset the spiritual balance, the unique ethical equipoise which 
distinguishes our historic faith. In most instances it was a case where 
sound ideas were followed through relentlessly to their logical conclu­
sion, and, by that very consistency, they became illogical and unwhole7' 
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some, reduced to absurdity. But they never constituted elemental 
ideas in Judaism, and, in spite of the variety and at times contradictory 
religious views and opinions recorded in our literature, it is not diffi­
cult to discern the outlines of the major trends in Judaism, the key 
ideas which were occasionally hidden beneath the luxuriant growth 
and creepers of subsequent commentary and exposition. It is not 
difficult to discover beneath the restless smface eddies the deep and 
steady channels of the permanent attitudes which carried on unde­
flected through the ages. 

The great insights of Judaism are easily recognizable in all the 
stages of its development, and especially its concept of man and of 
human progress. They derive from a unique religious humanism 
which sifted and screened the copious beliefs of the Oriental world 
and rejected all that was extreme and excessive, all that was overJ 
gorged either with sensuality or spirituality, all that denied reality 
or was blinded by it, all that deified man or degraded him. Judaism 
was a movement! of purification and of equilibrium, achieving for the 
religious life of man what Greece achieved for his artistic and intellec­
tual life, a sobriety of measure and order which we are w

0
nt to call 

classicism. 

In the unique oonsu:ucti.O:n <>rt".,...-,:;.i ~.~1i,-;+1j.
4 

pie, was 
indeed conceived ~ ~ image of 
God. He is certain y o 13 I • mitations, 
9ut he is boundless ·i xdt>ral a rr tlon an~1\, ~,~t,

1
~t~_!...o.f adequate 

instruments with i@ , ~ 1e f ce f ""r.·•-...,.;._,:-_;-'_':;.'" structure 
of society?ancl his "?ts"=r(•="'lf.uVMa is Jt t helpless. 
Man is very impor•---..,.,~ c,161i' eh me f thi ~ 9

1
~ vil in the 

world, but it can l l'>E!' p ,ye'~({<'.:il;il1~ oug repen ·"' nd aspiration, 
and therein lies the true meaning and clventure of life. Life is good 
and a · gracious gift 'et God. To love od one need not hate the 
world. Life should not be feared or contemned or renounced, but 
sanctifi7d and enjoyed through_ wholesome living in which the whole 
of man ~ body, min~ and soul-;; ai'e fulfilled. Man is exalted through 
his struggles for the establishment of the Kingdom of universal justice, 
brotherhoo~and peace on earth. Evil must be fought and eradicated, 
and justice must be established in the g~te, and man may be sustained 
and inspired by the convictions that the major processes of history 
move purposefully toward a definite and benign goal. Man's principal 
concern should be with life this side of the grave, since "the hidden 
things belong to God, but the things that are revealed belorig to us 
and our children." These are the all;suffusing ideas of Judaism, its 
inner fluid and its inner force. 
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Other religions possess one or more of these ideas. Some adopted 
them from Judaism; but Judaism has woven them all into a unified 
and unique pattern, has coordinated them into a dynamic religious 
philosophy and ethical code which, when applied, powerfully irn"' 
fluenced the civilization of mankind in the past and must continue 
to influence it in the future. That other faiths and groups have 
accepted some of Judaism's teachings and are working today in the 
same direction should greatly hearten us. It would be a strange logic, 
indeed, if such endorsement of our faith by others were to be used 
to justify the surrender of our own religious a:!1d group identity. 

It is with high confidence, therefore, beramah, that the teachers 
of Judaism today can confront this excitini:"'"promising, but spiritually 
turbulent and confused age. They have in their keeping the medicine 
for the healing of the nations. What they have to say is free from 
inner contradiction, incontrovertibly relevant and indispensable, sound 
in program, sound in technique, sound in spirit, and directed to a 
world which God created not for chaos, but one which He formed 
for an abiding and pleasant dwelling pface for man. 

Nor need they fear any mo e the hostility of science. The physical 
sciences are no longer batteri g at the esieged citadel of religion 
as they did in the th and th . eai-rv,.,,,-1.rrt cent-un s. The mechanistic 
view of tR~uhi s _h sCb1en arg hysics is no longer 
committed¥~ a 1 • a{ lrllte inis~~~~~~phy of materialism 

ands of science. If 
it is no ,., ·- .._ ____ A '"!l,,!;!!!a,,I~ ce is certain! y no 
longer it ~~~n1iMrnt st. nc it~ stands face to face 
witl1 ma a ' .S-,t:,f;r ;--i • In science, as well as 
in religion, s t oper e with basic terms which cannot be 
defined and with basic propos tions which cannot be proved, and in 
science, too, with every new insight comes a new obscurity. 

j 
Thus, within the framework of their acknowledged unknowables, 

both science and religion are proceeding today uncompetitively to 
MS>-~4------d--lveloe,on the basis of their experience, insights and intuitions, power 

and wisdom for the greater glory of man. 

J . 
The religious teacher has every ground for proclaiming his message 

to the world todaY,t'._ beramah, boldly, with assurance and authority, 
and without fear that the findings of science may tomorrow shatter 
the very foundations of his faith. 

The religious teacher in Israel may find additional confidence 
and strengthening in his ministry in the fulfillment in our day of a 
great historic hope which for so long seemed to be unrealizable, and 
in the righting of a milletal wrong which seemed to be irreparable. 

··f' 
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The hope of national restoration was always an integral part of 

Judaism. Our faith nurtured it and was, in tum, nurtured by it. 

Providentially, this long.,.defened hope came to fruition in our day. 

It is a blessed and glorious consummation which our generation was 

privileged to behold. It should greatly exalt us. Our people always 

looked forward to the time of its restoration as to a time of greatness, 

elation and hope. "When the Lord will bring back the captivity of 

Zion;. .. / they will say among the nations: the Lord hath done great 

things with thee: the Lord hath done great things with us. We shall 

rejoice." What has so unexpectedly transpired in our day should reZ 

charge our courage for the greater tasks which lie ahead. For the 

Messianic hope of our people has been realized only in part. Galut-­

~has come to an end and~ii'bud malkuyot, "The servitu e of 

foreign powers." But in its profounder and universal sense of ~ 

ha-"2,amim the establishment of the good society of universal justice, 

brotherhoo<!,and peace on earth, the Messianic hope of our people is, 

of course, far from having been consummated. The ultimate goal of 

Judaism reaches beyond all national restorations and sovereignties to 

the time "when they shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy moun­

tain, and the earth shall be full of the knowledge of God as the 

waters cover the sea." This Messianic hope Judaism must continue 

to proclaim. It can do so today mor hopefully as a result of what 

has transpired in Je-wish l;Je. new bu ant od of chievement 

and vindication, t 1e l s themselves 

to the totality of IT a· n;i.' s pite of the 

establishment of tl1e State o srael, ij~~i'bcli-fjl~~ The great 

. J ,Y.Q.!1 is yet to be tlQ g ~ 
(- :;--- Th; spiritual lel , l U,:aly ~~~-;:;;-~~rr ned by the 

,I fact that men ,- igion more"ai1rutib to the last 

sanctuary of mar ' a dign • y. 
The religious shrine has from time 'mmemorial served as sanctuary 

for men who sought escape from persecution or the punitive arm of 

government. ,vhen all else failed, man's last refuge was beside the 

horns of the altar. Today the church and synagogue are, in an even 

more vital sense, man's last refuge from the all:demanding, all-coordi, 

nating and all.:subjugating state. 
Man is being made small in our day by the very systems which 

undertake to serve and exalt him. His rights have been curtailed by 

the very governments which avowedly seek to extend them. He has 

been denied his freedom on the plea of greater freedoms to come. 

It is a passing phase, I am sure, a by-product of wrong methods which 

are being employed to achieve good results. But in the meantime, 

1 
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man is being beaten down into littleness and rightlessness. Every pre­
cinct of his life is being invaded. 'Where is escape? Where shall the 
dove find resting place while the flood waters cover the earth, except 
in the ark of faith? ·where shall man find shelter for his self~esteem 
and dignity, sanctuary from the relentless collective rhythms of his 
world? Where but in the courts of the living God! where man is 
never subordinated exc~t to God, where he is thought of as "a little 
lower than the angels"~ where he is held inviolate in his spiritual 
dignity as a child of God. "How lovely is thy dwelling,place, 0 Lord of 
hosts! My spirit longs and pines for the courts of the Lord." "For 
in Thee doth my soul take refuge, and in the shadow of Thy wings 
will I take refuge until the calamities be over-past." 

It is not so much for peace of mind that men and women are 
turning to religion today but to escape the frightening attrition of , 
their spiritual independence and to find sanctuary from the violent 
forces which threaten to liquidate their inherent human dignity and 
to submerge and nullify them as sovereign personalities. 

To reassure them of their inalienable human worth and greatness, 
the spiritual teacher comes to men today with the comforting message 
of his faith: b/ekabo wehadar t 'atrehu "God crowns man with glory 

onor. It is a elctiifflil!.ij eed! And men hunger for it. p 1 t h gr is full status and stature, and 
so d ing, iU elp as well as to demand greatly 

i s l 
g o dai ej • e abbinate in times dangerous 

fo41: '""''""''U" ~si-v , and et, i ~ .~ t J O 
prophetic times; and I would 

,tf i~ to match ~ ;-i r. Strive for greatness! How? 
e higtf reg d for your calling! It is a great calling. Give to it 

unreservedly your e ranchised minds and your understanding hearts. 
Honor it with your full substance and let your substance grow with 
increasing knowledge garnered through the advancing-years and with 
the experiences which life will engraven in your hearts. How much 
of the basic vocabulary of our faith stems from the root terms of 
learning and teaching: Torah, Talmud, Mishn ./Gemara, Midrash, 
Tana, Amora, Sabora, Talm~ Chachaml You, too, will be teachers;; 
teachers of the .good ,gook, the good life, the good society. Our profes­
sion is not necessarily-one of the specialized scholar, but most assuredly 
it is one of the faithful and avid student and learner. 
~ Throughout our lives we must be men of the Book and men of 

f books. Religious mystics of other faiths at times came to despise learn!.'., 
ing and books. "Books!" exclaimed the famous Sufi of Islam, Abu 
Sa'id. "Ye are excellent guides, but it is absurd to trouble about a 
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guide after the goal has been reached." He also said, "The first step 

in Sufism is the breaking of ink-pots and the tearing up of books and 

the forgetting of knowledge." 
This mood was practically unknown even among the mystics of 

Judaism, for their very mysticism was grounded in literature, in the 

occult and recondite interpretation of t~ phrases, words, letters, 

event~and characters of the book of books~ the Bible. 
In order that we may speak with authority and with an inner 

quickening and bring knowledge and insight to those· who will turn 

to us as to trusted teachers and guides, we must be equipped max- ) 

imal~Whatever else our ministry is called upon to do for our 

fello ~ en, it must certainly instruct the ignorant, edut adonay nee::, 

mana mahkimat eti. It must bring light to those who cannot see 

into the heart and the meaning of things, mizwat adonay, me'irat 

cnayim. Without knowledge, gathering and expanding, blending the 

old and the new, and maturing into a wisdom adequate for ministra­

tion, we cannot instruct, and without replenishing our own inner 

light, we cannot enlighten tlie eyes of others. 
We holcl. our <:-a-ll-ing-high, ber mah, ., en ou spoken word _is care-

fully weigh9_? d carefµlly pre . a_onay zeruf a}i "The 

word of e Lora. -s re ned o all d . 'me easily, especially 
to those ho are,.g:lib o ton ue, t always the respon-

sible w ,rls o 10 1 pf 1 w rds W,~r~ e in haste and unpre-

meditat d, _ _, ....... '-"".i11io s and ·ud '%.n r ,.._ cl which are not fully 

tested a1 sp]:>s (a e , or rue ),9.:;, p. , n in bitterness without 

lov$¥ ar ~ tfu of o6r h , h callint> "- hich must depend so much 

on the word, the dowered, t e appropriate, the timely, and the timi:, 

less word. Like every other profession, ours, too, has its firm canons 

of craftsmanship and its exacting and meticulous standards of tech­

nique. Isaiah praised God for enabling him to acquire leshon li7!!:!..., 

mudim, "a cultivated and trained speech;~so that he might most effec.:-' 

tively encourage with words those who were weary and beaten down. 

It is easier to grow careless, dowel~ and slovenly in the preaching 

profession than in any other profess10n on earth, and we must be 

warned against it. En aniywt bimkom ashirut. There must be no patch4' 

work poverty of form and expression in places where spiritual wealth 

is to be exhibited. To step into a pulpiff'and face a congregation of 

Go';} inadequately prepared in content and form, to dash off a paltry 

sermon out of a passing headline, to force a puny homily out of a 

shy and unwilling text, or to set about exciting a congregation into 

admiration rather than persuading them into a conviction is to speak 

to men and women who need to understand the message of G°.;l' 

~ 
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12._el<iag_e saf ah ubelashon alJ,eret, "with contemptuous lips and with a strange and estranging speech." 
There is also in evidence a growing tendency to lower the standE, ards and canons of good taste .in our synagogue programs and activi­ties matching the prevalent degradation, in order to compete for attention with radio and television and other forms of entertainment. The synagogue cannot, in the long run, maintain itself through vulgarization. a-Ml. when it does succeed, for a spell, in bringing larger numbers to its ha"lrs by some stratagem of unallied and unrefined spectacles or attractions, ought not the words of Isaiah disturb and confound us? "Who hath required this at your hands, to trample My courts?" Certainl1 a few precincts ought to remain inviolate sanc­tuary n our tawdry world of increasing slag and gnme, for human fellowslup an the upreaching heart and ·nd of man where the clear atmosphere remains unfailingly one of the beauty of holiness and where everything alway praks-of-glory u kabod. 

- We hold our calling hi , JiiJ: i~~~~~~ we "J:' say by what we are. Torat adorza em~h; " h ---.::· " "C,11~...,.. .~ is ,v'I perfect." The ;(abbis ad • E) al i fgP! im b ah 1!E:.P.Pl tamim~ "When is it-pei:fe<;tt Wh t co uth of a perfect rnan," or ra - m th nou fter perfection, since no man • . e1 . a m t come m a court of equity with clean hands. Into the courts of t e Lord, a jabbi must come with clean hands and a pure heart. 
Very little that we are likely to say during the course of our ministry will have been said for the first time. Even the greatest utterances of men have had their ancestors, and all ethical doctrines have passed through several cycles of existence. The most famous teachers among our people were proud to attribute their teaching to illustrious predecessors and to hang their teachings, as it were, on what they called "the majestic trees" of the past. The fact is that we are dealing with an order of thought wherein basic new ideas are rare and infrequent . Speaking of the remarkable advances in science in our times, a recent writer declared: "The best doctor of a century ago would need a rigorous training to be fit to act as a modern hos­pital attendant;'' But assuredly, that is not the case with the best artist, poet, musician, or religious leader of a hundred or a thousand years ago. Progress in our field is not to be measured in terms of discovery, but in te1ms of application and fulfillment. Wherein, then, will your originality lie? In the courageous timing of your message, in the inspired and compelling phrasing of that which 
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men have known all along but have not taken to heart, but, ab9ve all, 
in the way in which your life will surround, pervade and ntnforce r 
the utterances of your lips. These will lend distinction lo your career. 

\I Yirat adona tehora!l, 1"The worship of God is pure." The Rabbis add: 
;;-;: man may be at home in the entire range of the Law - if he is 
devoid of high moral principles, he has nolhing ..!... his hands are 
empty." , 

Men, as a rule, are quick to detect those who come to them bearing 
the gifts of learning or charm, or brilliance or salesmanship, but with 
empty hands and empty hearts. It is the sincere heart which alone 
provides the resonant music to the spoken word, which, when heard 
by men, deeply moves and exalts them. 

We hold our calling high, beramah, when we speak the truth. 
1 Mish·pete adona~tThe judgments of the Lord are true." The 

mishpatim embrace those regulations and ordinances which define 
man's relations with his fellowmen. 

Our prophets and teachers ·were warned ot to be afraid of men, 
but to speak the word • odJeatles.sl)". 11 Al teh t 
not be afraid of them." 

The things, however, re 
men, but the seduction of adt:tla ion, rh'e te 
the right people and to * "gt nsh e, th 
vexed and undisturbed, cl , e tl at 
conscience, be faced. The e blus , upe b -_ESa 
quoting, prays that he & Y ete m e',..perse • ' s of the 
wicked and presumptuous men~ mizedem has k abdeka - but he also 
prays to be cleansed from his own hidden £au ts 1.. ministarot nakkeni. 
It is these hidden faults which we do not like to acknowledge in 
ourselves whic!j destroy us with a subtle inner corruption, so subtle 
that we are often not even aware of the deadly process of disintegra­
tion which is going on in us. 

One need not be eerennially querulous and cantankerous in the 
sincere service of God. One can serve God with joy and come before 
Him and His creatures with singing. When the High Priest, declares ( 
the Zohar, was to stand before God in the ,s'anctuary, he had to enter 
the holy place with joy, and all things about him were to express 
joy; for in God's service there is no room for sadness. Serving God 
and man is a simhah shel mizwah 2. a service of joy. To be m'urob im 
habriat, cordial and pleasing to men, is no betrayal of conscience. 
In our vehement days with their violent ways, the spiritual guide 
serves his sacred calling best when he avoids all harshness of judgment 
and expression, and when he speaks the word of truth with love and 
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compassion. Some of our greatest teachers and prophets - Moses, 
Elijah, Isaiah -were condemned and punished by God because they 
berated their people too severely, or doubted them too much, because 
they struck with the rod of their mouth when they should have em­
ployed the gentler speech. Our message will be fa.r more welcome and 
fruitful when it comes "as the dew unto Israel"...!.. and not as a raging 
storm. vVas it not the Law3-iver Himself who prayed: "May my 
doctrine descend as the rain, my speech as the gentle dew." The mood 
of our faith is not always that of tempest and thunder. It is also a 
mood of green pastures and still and restful waters. 
' '~e adonay_y_e.EE:I.im,. mesamhe leb'l

1
"The precepts of the Lord 

are right, rejoicing the heart." It is to increase the happiness of the 
world through an acceptance of the precepts of God and to bring 
joy to the tired hearts of men that we have undertaken our religious 
ministry, not to ·ndicate certain ethical abstractions. It is not enough 
to worship God ;;!;, one must worship Hi~ besimhah uwetub.JE.p, "with . 
joyfulness and with gladness and goodness of heart." 

There is so much tragedy in our world today, and sorrow and 
anxiety, that the faithful shepherd of men will strive to comfort and 
reassure men, encourage and strengthen them...!.. rather than increase . 
their consternation. The prophet Ezekiel prophesied against the shep­
herds of Israel because they ad not strengthened the weak nor healed 
the sick nor bound up the , unded nor brought back the strayed nor 
sought out the lost, but wi h r ct harsl ess ruled over them. 
Ubelwa;,i, a '.fil.i~emJ 6/Jm befa ,, • ,,. 

Our a1 ers. sho_uU fbe gui ed a: ·ee,fold love - aha bat 

!!:E:!J!_akom, a./:!f~at,p , ha._ada , h~a Without the love of 
God, ~ ~l 1:h ou hea ts, -~~tt_i!Jl b offering through our 
ministry st ~ e'-fi.r u "on e hi a rs o:P.' od. 

Bu( t:h:Qrf. f);e ·:rn wh n eve1 b, dly shepherd must lead 
with a firm han'd. ~here ar times - they come not infrequently 
in the life of a abbi - wh n at the behest of his sacred calling and 
in defense of his own immortal and undishonored soul, he must stand 
up and bear witness to the truth that is in him regardless; when he 
must be like "an iron pillar, like brazen walls," against king and 
princes and priests and people. The sincere and faithful ,R"abbi will 
know, beyond any peradventure of doubt, when those challenging 
and undeniable moments arrive, for the hand of God will be heavy 
upon him, and he will step forward then with all the power and 
authority that is in him "to declare unto Jacob his transgression and 
to Israel his sin." 

But let us not confound religious truth with political or economic 
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partisanship, with total identification with one or another system of politics or economics. The role of the religious teacher is not to be the partisan or apologist for any system. No system completely meets the exacting demands of religion. Whether it be capitalism, socialism., or communism, or any of their numerous overlapping forms, there are basic principles of human rights and essential social ideals which are at stake in each, and the religious teacher must at all times remain free to defend these rights and ideals for which no system is adequate guarantee. We have seen in our day that even the rule of peasant and proletariat does not protect society against abuse of power, the exploitation of man, and the defeat of the spiritual promise of human life. 

My dear friends: Thirty-seven years ago, on a Sabbath afternoon in June, I was ordained .Rabbi at the Hebrew Union College at the hands of my revered teacher, Dr. Kaufmann Kohler. For the valedic­tory, I took as my text the verse in Joel: ziknekem !Jalamot ya~alomun bohureykem bezyunot yiri],' "Your old men shall dream dreams, your youiig° men shall see visions.' It was during the first year of the first World War th,t I was ordained. Much has occurred in our world since that_ time Mwars and revolutions nd the most appalling cata­clysm in the annals of Jewish history These have been years of conflict and disaster, bu they have- als be • n creative years. Nearly four ch nge au ¢Vent£ 1 d~~!lil~tsed since that time, and were ta c oos a text todt ' ' message to you who ate about to be orda • ed a J(; • E t- of you, and to one of you 'J:'r • l f d100 e 11}',e ide tic true. -e t e book of the prophet ~I. ~~•....t:~--· ·iazoii~ -layam\~ ~ • er s J "' room for vision in the days t i;t,m •~fo.(J,~Jffjpri tar,o' e<!, ~~ yet a vision for the appointed .tr e ,v'lu.~Cnot d1ceive. it rry, wait for it. For it will surely come." T 13.Re is every r~ son for you to look forward confidently into the future A_ to see visions of better things to come -to plan and build with all the ardor of your lives bridges into the future athwart impassable gulfs for the eager feet of men, and ladders betwixt heaven and earth. The days to come will surpass all the achievements and the grandeurs of the past. 
You are enterin~ not quiet or reposeful times, nor yet stagnant ,_ __ _,,h~m~e~s, but great times of new plowing and sowing. You are entering a profession which will enable you to render great service. In spite of the bafilements and vexations which you will inevitably experience in your careers - for no human life and certainly no worthy human profession can escape them~ I feel that your lot has fallen in pleasant places, and that you will have reason to be content with your 
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portion in life. Habalim naf lu Ii ban'imim, af nahalat shafrah alay. 
You are adding your names to the role of a goodly company of 

men who, through the ages, dedicated their lives to a service which 
was worthy of their life's dedication. '\,Vith your endowment and train­
ing, )you may move forward beramah, intrepidly and in high spirits 

-~----m· to the tasks and opportunities of the coming years, like "those that 
go their own gait, erect, stepping with freedom and command, leading, 
not following." Go forth, de! young colleagues, possessed of yourt1 

selves, upbracing your fellm nen, instructing, and learning frorri 
those whom you instruct, hum le yet fortified in confidence and self­
esteem. You will be nobly rewarded in ways in which God rewards 
His chosen ones. You will find freedom in His service and dignity in 
walking humbly with Him, and the bread of life will be yours and 
the wine of the spirit, as you help to build His Kingdom. There~ will 
be a goodly harvest, and you will be content. 
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SHORTLY BE •ORE HI D TH J D\11 II i. \ I l ' L f , FD HJ. J DLR . 

Gamali l, \\ho wa to u ed him in th I atriar hat , and aid 
to him: ehou nesiutlw berarnah, " ondu t ·01ir ffic with 

eminen e, with greatn • . Th r i a differ nte of opinion amon 
s h lar a to th meanin of th , ord beramalt. • me w ul l r d 
beramim-"\! ith men of hi h tandin ." Th ru h 1 ' , d • it bedamim, 
a " omething pr ciou and of eat value." Th fir t int rpr tati n 
appeals to me mo t. "Condu t our offi e , ith gr tn " 

Judah Hana i wa a v r humble man, 1th u h h ·upi d the 
mo t exalted office among hi p opl . Th Rabbi · <l dared: 1\-lish m t 
rabbi, bat/ah anaw.ah, 'With the death of Rabbi, humility pa · d 
away." His advice to hi on, th r fore ould not be taken to 
mean: "Be haughty and of a loft bearing maintain a <lomine rin 
attitude toward our fellm m n." It wa gr atn . of an th r rt 
that he undoubtedly had in mmd: P,iritual , at line , a mo d £ 
authorit which derives from ure o fiden nc ' r tu , ne' 
mandate, one' mi ion and on u ur, . tttttr~~~·~~---of a hi h ( ura C 

with which one, e peciall a 1, ad c, I the evil and all 
the e il-doer of the woiild, k.n w··ug t 1a· .. . .... _--..AMor. , c d, g dn • will 
prevail. Thi quality of gr me · wa al ·~ , l the I art of 
our people. They prefer • d to a ~--i+ h ir t a<-h r ·, th ir 
leader and th ir prophet . a n vl -a<-quir cl hi h 
e tate and eminen e, it wa th practice in Rabbini tim t pi a<l 
a I ak of old, golta dedahabah, ov r th ordained at the ercmony 
of hi ordination. 

It i of su h o-r atne ' S that I would like to p ak to y u today, 
on the day of your ordination; for our is a tim f r gr atn • , and the 
n ed i for QT at men. 

R entl , I had o a ion to acldre the m ri an 
ian on the ubje t, "Ameri an Leader hip in th 

I e pre d the thought that thi age in , hi h w Ii 
one of th greate t in human hi t r . vVe are t ur tim . 
properly to ap1 rai them. On r quir di tanc in rd r to~ e at 
obj ct in th ir prop r I r pe ·tiv . '\,Ve our: Iv· ar t o much in­

volved in the turmoil, th f ar , and the 01 fJi t of ur <lay t 
obj tivcl • th arnaLin,. n ·w patt rn of life , hi h i • emer ing. 

fan people are quitk to d s Tibe our age a mate1 iali ti , a 



Ia kin in id Ii m, m aim and purp ~e, and a drifting h lple Iy 
to di a ter. 

A mood of -r1 1 i abro d in our world and th re i f ar in the 
heart of m n. l\.Jen talk f econ mic ollap c, third ,\ rld , ar, 
of an irreprc ibl confli ·t b t, cen the Ea t and the \V t which , ill 
ompl t I hatt r our ·ivilization. h re i mu h viol n e in our 

d~ , all th unl a h l 11 nd itic. and vitup ration of a Id war, 
b'ihbot me hika hutzJ1a gisge. IL i n t onl in Me , ianic time that 
arrogan e and brutalit • increa e, but in all tim of upheaval and 

ial on ul i n. 
Th re are r few people ·who ec thi age of our a a great 

age. I am per uad d that it i a truly gr at age. Hi toric event , great 
in amplitude and on cqucn , are omin to pa in our day. I am 
not thinkin° at th m ment of the n w worlds , hi h ien e i 
ontinuall di: lo ing, th ne, in ight int the nature o matter and 

energy, th n , our e. of power and weal th, th n , method of 
produ tion, di tributi n, u an portati n and mmuni ation. I a1 1 

not r f rrin to th amazing progre s in the m di al ien e which 
ha so markedly im1 roved the health of the human ra e and in rea d 
the a rage length of life, nor to the marvel of engineering and the 
mira le of con truction. 

In hara terizing QUl ag ,a ~~U.al nking in terms of social 
prooT and , c1fare, in erm of uv.",h,,,:~'" 1ccment and civilization. 
More i b ing done 1n our da f r h • ement of the condition 
of the ommon man, for the rai i go {b} ·W: <lard of Ii ing, hi health, 
his du ati n, and for Ju pr te ·tion :i - nst the disabilities of sick­
nc , unempl ment and old a , than in any generation, than in 
any five g n ration in the pa t. er , r m re d t rmined effort 
b in mad t brinrr about a fairer haring of thew alth that is pro­
due d and a better way of life for all. 

vcr ha v the ·u bmerged rac and p pl of the arth ri en a 
the have ri n in ur da to demand and to a hie e, a they ha e 
to a large mea ure achi v d, freedom and elf-det rmination. Within 
the la t ix ear on -fourth of the arth' populati n-more than 
five hundred million non- elf-governing pcople-hav obtained their 
politi al fr dom. Imperiali m and ol niali m ar in th ir death­
throe . Ba kward p op1e ar pre -ing fon ard into the light of a new 
day, and th e ploitation of the dark ra of the earth i rapidly 
drawing to a lo.· . 

\\That w arc witn in(T in our da , if w • ha e ye n t only to ~ee 
thing, but t e into the heart of thing ·, is not dal di int gration, 
but a radical new r int gration of humanit , a prof und chan c in 



the ·o ·ial evolution of man, a han not fr , of our , fr m lang 1 

- for th re i no proo-r without dang r- but on of boundl . and 
imm a urablc potentialiti . \,\ ar , itn mg on of th harp, 
de i i e turn in th r ad of hum n prog mp rabl • to th rnta. -
trophic metamorpho ob rv, bl in natur a.- in th · ca , for 
ampl of the c terpillar , hi ·h , at rtain ·tag ·, i tran f rm d into 
the hry ali and the hry ali int th butt rfl . 

I do not wi h to ov rdra-v th pi ture. I am not ug-g ' tin r that 
our age i approa hing id lli • p rf ti n, or that the mill nium i 
ju t around the rn r. 

The important thing to on ider i not , heth r , arc on th 
eve of th mill nium, but ,\h th r the major tr nd.- f our ag • arc 
in the dire Lion of the hoped-for good • i L , r away fr m it. l ur 
age breakin hain , or not? I it tl ino- t ia Ii at p \ rt • and 
illitera and to rai ·e the tandard f li\'it er of p pl ·, r g· rdl' 
of ra e or color or r ed? I i.t tr in to ·ati ·£ th I gitimal • a ·piration • 
of p ople to national fr e<lom and in l p nd ·n ? I it tr ing t 
organize the , orld f r p a and for int rnational o p rati n? I 
believe that in all the m jor tr nd , our a J" ha giv n , el m 1-

den e of great det rmination and of on i lerable progre . It i m ing 
purpo efully in the right dir ·tion - the abolition of , ar, the r <lu -
tion of po erty, and the eli1 [)ina i ll of r ( • - 1 lit . 'I h • ar • 
the three major trend o( our n r , a H.l ~ . .;· :..;;,·!:i:.=~--1 r trend · 
both in the Ea t and tl lV • • ~n tl e ·o 1 . t.'"!,'P ~ in th ' 
non-Communi t , rld. vVhat j he • , t " apart i <lifl r-

t, "'\"!+-

en e not of ideolo y or obj ti\ eth "' 
In the ·oluti n of th " prob] m of thi great, but gT atl ' troubl I 

a of ur, Judai m ha a Yital role to pla '· It i th id · 1 f Ju<lai'tn 
whi l are reall a take in th trug le t d and J udai m' rncth d 
for human proo-re . The importanc ( th individual, hi unali nable 
ri ht , fr e l m, demo ra , q u lit , l>rolh rh od, p ac • - what arc 
th but th off prin r of Judai m, r r d an l nurtur • l b ' it. And 
what method i availabl to m nkind to repl the bitt r mcth cl 
of iolence, uppr _, ion an l terror, , hi h ha\'e Jed t u h m unting 
di a t r in our ·n rati n, olh r than the m thod , hi ·h Ju<lai m 
propo d Ion a the metho 1 finner r ·formati n - th inn r rc,o­
lution f compa i n and re n iliation - a m th d whid1 ha n , er 
be n full tried in the , rld and which toda , i b ing ignored m r 
thorough! • than at an time in human hi tor . 

Judai m ha th · 11 u ~pii it with which to confr nt tl1is uprcachin 
a of om wild wi h piriLUal c.on{u i n; lor it ha · un w ·n i1 ~ faith 
m 11an, in mankind and in hu1 1an progr , . In thi • r gard J udai m 
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1 quite uniqu mong the religion of mankind - a umqu a. were 

it G d-con pt, its prophet , it nago0 ue and it pra r wor hip. 

With the p ible ex ption of Zoroa triani m, faith in man and in 

human progr i not pre ent, ommandingl , if at all, in Hindui m, 

Buddhi m, C nfu iani m, Taoi m, Chri tianit , or I lam. Indeed, b lief 

in human progr b long only to a very mall porti n f the human 

ra . The predominant mood of mo t hi toric r ligions i pe imi m. 

Mo tr ligiou philo ophi from an ient Gno ti i m, Stoi i m and Cyn­

i i m to mode1n E i tentiali m ar ground d in d ep pc imi m and 

di illu ionment. an i hople sl trapp d and annot ape the pre­

di am nt of hi m n i ten e. He cannot hop to olv the ntangled 

ethical parado e of his life. The w rld i not a g od plac to Ii in. 

It is e ii. o real happine i po ible in it. The good societ annot 

be tabli hed on earth. Man i lo t in rigin l in or hom I in 

an infinite and imper onal univer e. He annot help him elf. He 

need red mption and a redeemer. Hi alvation an be achie ed, 

not b per onal merit or moral effort, by an act of faith in the i arious 

atonement f a a iour and b the grace of God. Man is not free to 

hang him elf or hi dcstin . There i really no purpo e in resi ting 

e il. The m re one • tri e to develop hi personality, the more en­

me h d one becom in the toil of painful exi ten e. The very will 

t Ii e i at the root v ~'it.F<I&.Y•~ nhappine . Man hould 
fore o all d ire, al rr-u,~1 ¥lu:~~~ ...... !Jr.-~.--hition , and av,.,ait the 

b]e edn s of relea £,rom be r.._,p,,u "' ........... 11.,L ointle s ycle of hange 

into elf-di integration and no ext n e - eath i better than life. 

It i not doing injusti to th great • ~gions of mankind to ugge t 

that their predominant motif i pe simism, resignation and other­

worldlin • nor, in o doing, are we denying the piritual grandeur 

or the high le ation attained b ome of them. or i it to sugg t 

that imilar moods are not to be found an where in the far-flung 

domain of J e, i h literature wh rein, thron~h the age , rituali t and 

pj t' ts, rationali t and m tic , traditionali t and reformer , prie t 

and proph t , re orded th ir ·ie,\· . umerou ect flouri hed among 

our p opl e p ially during the e ond Commonwealth. "I rael wa 

not di per d," de lar d one of the Rabbi , "until it broke up into 

twent -four h t rodo ects." ome of th m , ere undoubtedly in­

fluenced by the Oriental theo ophie pre al nt in their enivronment. 

Some o erempha iz d one or another tenet of J udai m and in o 

doing, up et the piritual balance, th unique thical equipoi which 

distin uishe our hi toric faith. In most in lance it wa a ca e where 

sound idea were followed through relentle ly to their logi al con lu­

sion, and b that ve1 on i tenc,, they be am illo i al and un, hole-



ome, redu ed to ab urdity. But th n v r n titut d 1 m nt I 
idea in J udai m, and, in pit of the va1 i ty and at Lime contradictor ' 
reli ·iou view and opinion record d in ur liter lltr , it j n t diffi-
ult to di 111 the outlin of the major tr n<l · in Judaim, the k 

idea v.hi h w r oc a i n Uy hidden b n ath th lu.·uri nt gr wth 
and er eper of subs quent omm ntar and e; po ·ition. It i not 
difficult to di over b n ath th r ·tl • urfa • ·d Ii • th d ' p and 
teady hannel of the permanent attitud whi h ·arri d n unde­

flected through the age . 
The great in ight of J udai. m arc ca il r ognizabl in all th 

tages of its dev lopment, and pec.iall it~ on pt o( man and of 
human progre . They deri from a miqu religi u humani m 
which ifted and r ened th opiou beli f of the Ori n tal , orld 
and rejc ted all ti at wa e tr me and , e i ,·e, ll that wa o r­
gorged either with en uality or piritualit , all that denied r ality 
or wa blinded by it, all that d ifi d n an r <l rra<l d him. Ju l i m 
wa a movement of purifi ation and of equilibrium, achieving fm~ the 
reli iou life of man what Gre e a hiev d for hi arti ti and intelle -
tual life, a sobriety of mea ure and or I r whi h w arc , ant to al! 
classicism. 

In the unique on truction of Ju, ai m, man, for e ·ample , as 
indeed conceived a fashion d t---pf -h 't~~:wti~L t in the ima<r of 
God. He i certainly bound :-iiIS p _l--"

1
.:i~fi!~

1~~~,:·~_:_:~~.:,~-ental lin itation , 
but he i boundle in moral lf 1·3iti 1 , 'C ·d of adcquat 
in. trument , ith " hich co dian e he fac ,,.,R ~-!~ arth, th tru ture 
of o iety and hi m n per (na Ii' e. 1M n i . • ~ and t not h lple . 
l\fan is v ry important in God's schem of things. There i \'ii in the 
world, but it an be ov r ·om hrough r p ntanc.e and a piration, 
and therein lie the true mean in and adv ntu1 e of lif . Life i good 
and a gra iou gift of God. To lo c God one need no hale the 
world. Life should not b feared or ont mned r renounc d, but 
an tified and en jo d throu h whol ome Ji ing in , hi h the , h le 

of man - body, mind and oul - are fulfill cl. Man is alt d through 
hi trug I for the tabli hm nt £ the Kingd m of univer al justice, 
brotherhood and peace on earth. Evil mu t b fought and eradi at d, 
and ju ti e mu t b e tabli h <l • the gate, and man may b u. tained 
and in pir d by the con iction that the major pr e of hi tory 
mo e purpo fully toward a definit and b nign goal. Man' prin ipal 
on ern should be with life thi ide of the rave, in e "the hidden 

thing bel ng to God, but the thing hat are rev aled belong to us 
and our children.' Th e are the all- uffu ·in idea of Judai m, its 
inner fluid and it inner for e. 
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Other r ligion p one or more of th idea . Some adopted 
them from Judai m; but Judai m ha wov n th m all into a unified 
and unique patt rn, ha oordinat d th m into a dynamic religious 
philo oph and ethi al od , hi h, , h n applied, pm\ rfully in­
fluenced the ivilization of mankind in th pa t and mu t ontinue 
to influen e it in the futur . That other faith and group ha e 
a pted me of J udai m' teaching and ar , orking toda in the 
ame dire ti n hould greatl heart n u . It , ould be a trange logic, 

indeed, if u h endor em nt f our faith b other were to be u ed 
to ju tif th urrend r of our own religiou and group identit . 

It i , ith high nfid n e, therefor , beramah, that the t a h r 
of Judai m toda an onfront thi ex iting, promi ing, but piritually 
turbulent and onfu ed age. Th have in th ir keeping the m di ine 
for the healing of the nation . ,vhat they have to a i free from 
inn r ontradi tion in ntrovertibl r 1 vant and indi p n able, ound 
in program, und in t hniqu , s und in pirit, and dire ted to a 
world '\\ hi h God r ated not for hao , but one whi h He fonn d 
for an abiding and pl a ant d, elling pla e for man. 

or n ed th f r an mor the ho tilit of ien e. Th ph i al 
s i n are no I n r battering at the be ieged citadel of r ligion 
a the di l in the 19th nd the e rly 2 h nturi . The me hani ti 

iew of the univ r ha been lar el aP.an.APnJed. Ph i i no longer 
mmitt cl to la, o d t rmin m. ~~~ osophy of materiali m 

ha uff red ii Ii di t in ur e hand of ience. If 
it i not an a ' , d all of 1 ien e i certainly no 
Ion r it formidable an oni t. i If tand face to fa e 
, ith man un olved and un 1 ·abl m 1 In ci n e, a , ell a 
in religion one ha to , i th rms , hich an not be 
d fin d and with ba i p i 1i h annot be prov d, and in 

ien ·e, to , , ith e r n c a ne, ob urity. 
Thu , ithin the fra ir a knm l dged unknowable , 

both i n and • • ar pr eeding toda un ompetitivel to 
d on th ba ire. • n , in i ht and intuition , pm er 
and wi dom f r tl ater man. 

The r Ii • t r ound for proclaiming hi m age 
to th wor a · beram , I ', ,vith a urance and authority, 
and without f ar that th findin of ien c ma tomo1Tow hatter 
th ound tion of hi f ith. 

r Ii i u t a h r in I ra 1 m~ find additi nal onfi l n e 
and tr n°th ninrr in hi mini try in th fulfillment in ur <la of a 
. r at hi t 1i hop whi h f r o I ng m d to b unr alizabl and 
in the rightin f a mill nial wr nrr which m d to be in epa1 able . 
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The hope f national r tor ti n wa alwa an int gral part f 
Judaism. Our faith nurtur d it and , a , in turn, nurtured by it. 
Pro identially, thi Ion •d £erred hope am to fruiti n in our da '. 
It i a ble d and loriou on ummati n , hich our n rati n wa 

pri ileged to behold. It hould gr atl ·alt u . Our I pie ah a • 
looked forward to th tim of it r storation c t a tit ( grcatn 
]ation and hope. "\Vh n th Lord ,vill brin ba k th apti.vit of 

Zion ... they wi11 a mong the nation : h L rd hath d n • 
thing , ith thee: the Lord hath d ne r at thin with u . \V 
r joice." ,vhat ha o une ·p tcdl tr n pi1 d in ur d ' . h ul l r • 

charge our ourage f the great r ta k whi h lie ahead. For th· 
Mes iani hope of our people ha. b en r aliz d onl in part. Galut -
exile-ha ome to an nd and shi'bud mallw)'of, "1. he r\'itud f 

foreign power ." But in it prof under and univcr a en c 1 aharil 

ha·yamim, the e tabli hm nt of the l o ict of uni,cr al ju ti 
brotherhood and p a e n arth, th f ·iani h p f ur p pl 1 , 

of our e, far from having b n n ummat d. he ultimate al f 

Judai m rea he b y nd all national r t rati n and 
the time "when the hall not hurt nor d tr in all m h I ' m m­

tain, and the arLh hall b full of the knowledge of G d a the 

water over the ca." Thi :11 iani hop Jud i ·m mu t ntinu 

to pro laim. It an do o to a mor h f a r • ul of , hat 

ha tran pired in Je i h Jif . ln a w b~i~~~~""'"" d ( a hi v m nt 
and vindi ation, th learl r of a l ...... ,., .._",,.""""" d v t them el 

to the totality of Judaism: M m ~ l ·, h, in 1 it of th 
establi hment of the tate ·cma ~ + fulfilled. 'I h gr at 

work i yet to be don . 
The piritual lead r in our da m ' al be nh art n d b the 

fa t that men are turning to religi n mo1 and m re a to th I t 

an tuar of man' fr e<lom and di ·nit . 
The r li iou hrine ha from time immemorial ~ r\'ed a ·anctuary 

for m n who ught e ap fr m p ·r uti n r the I uniti\· arm f 
goYernment. ,vh n all I L. il d, man· la t r ·lu,. • wa h • i l • th 
horn of th altar. T da th chur h and n go ,.u 1 , in an ' \' ·n 

more ital n m n' la l refuge ft om the all•d mending, all• nli• 
nating and all• ubjugatino- tate. 

Man i bein mad mall in our da ' b the \' ·r , ·t ·m whi< h 

und rtak t ha\ b 'Cn m tail d by 
the v r , rro, ernm nt whi h a,·ow lly . t ·ml th ·m. He ha: 

b n d nie l hi fre dom n th pl a of rr • t ·r fr ·cdom , to < omc. 
It i a pa ing pha I am ur , a b -pr dll(_t w1 1w m th d • which 
ar b ·ing mplo cd to ad1i ' \C }ood 1 c ·tilt . But in the mcantim • 



man i being beaten do\ n into littlenes and riahtle ne . Every pre-
inct of hi life is being invaded. v\Thcrc i c ape? Where shall the 

dove find re ting place while the flood ·water cover the earth, ex ept 
in the ark of faith? Where hall man find helter for his sclf-e teem 
and dignity, an tua1 from the rclentlc llective rhythms of hi 
world? Where but in th ourt • of the living God! where man i 
never ubordinated ex pt to God, , here he i thought of a "a little 
lower than the angels" - where he i held inviolate in hi piritual 
dignity a a child of God. "How lovely i th dwelling-pla e, 0 L rd of 
ho t . 1y pirit long and pines for the court of the Lord." "For 
in Tl1e doth m soul take refuge, and in the hadow of Thy wing 
, ill I take refuge until the calamitic be over-past." 

It i not o much for pea e of mind that men and women are 
turning to reli ion today but to escape the frightening attrition of 
their piri tual independen e and to find anctuary from the iolent 
for e whi h threaten to liquidate their inherent human dignity and 
to ubmerge and nullify them a overeign p r onalities. 

To rea ure them of their inalienable human worth and gr atne , 
the piritual tea her omes to men today with the omforting me age 
of hi faith: welwbod wehadar te'atrehu, "God crowns man with glory 
and honor.' It is a wel ome me sa e, indeed! And men hunger for it. 
It appeal to the greatne ·n man, t • tatus and stature, and 
by o doing, it helps, t ,o make rum gr a . , U as to demand greatly 
of himself. I 

You are being or:d 1n d into he ii i _ te in times danger us 
t1 "'\'I~ 

and on ul h-e, and }'et, into gl' at and m.p:1etic times; and I would 
urge you to trive to match your h ur. Stri' e for greatnes • How? 

Have a hi h regard for your ailing! It i a great calling. Give to it 
unr rv dly 1our enfran ·hied mind and our under ·tanding heart . 
Honor it with your full ub tance and let your sub tance grow with 
increa ing knowledge garnered through the advancing year and with 
the e., perien which life will engraven in your heart . How mu h 
of the ba i vocabulary of our faith stems from the root t rms of 
learning and teaching: Torah, Talmud, Mishna, Gemara, Midra h, 
Tana, Amora, Sabora, Talmid Chacham. You, too, will be teachers -
teacher of the good book, the good life, the good ociety. Our profe -
sion is not nece arily one of the pe ializcd s holar, but mo ta uredly 
it i one of the faithful and avid tud nt and learner. 

Throughout our live we must be m n of the Book and men of 
book . R ligiou m ti of other faiths at time came to despi e learn­
ing and book . "Book !" ex laimed the famou ufi of I lam, Abu 
Sa'id, "Ye are e ellent guide , but it i absurd to trouble about a 
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uidc L t r h ·n r at h d. " H i I, 'Th fu t t ·p 
in 'uh m i th l r ·akin° ol inl-p t and th t ·a1 ino- up >f b k an l 
th for< ctt • ( knowl •du •.' ' 

' Thi 1 wa pratt ic.ally unkn nr n '\ ·n .. mong th· m ( 
Ju lai m f r th i1 , ·r ' m v tid m wa <rr und l in lit 1atur 
o ult L nd r t n lit· int ·rpr ·tati n 1 th ' plua • , w 1 l , 

, • n t and < h" r· c t r o 1 th • l < k < l h > k - th I i l l •. 
In 01 I r th t w 1n- \ p ·ak with authorit and ,vith an inn ·r 

qui k ·nin< n l ht ing kn wl ·dg and in i rht to tho wh , ·ill turn 
t u t ttu t l t ·ach-r nd ruid , , ., mu t b quip} l ma. ­

imall . \\h- t ·, er ·I c ur mini ll i tall cl u1 on l > do ic r our 
f Ii wm n , it mu t ertainl ' in tru t th it-,rn rant, <'dut adona n c -
manah ma/_1himat jJ<' li. It mu t I rin r light t th wh L nn t ·c 
into th h ·art an<l th m ning f thiner, mizwat adona 1 , mc'irat 

' na ·im. \\ ith ut kn wl d ,. th rinh an 1 ·.· pamlin ,, bl n lin~ th 
old and th n , , and m turin int a wi cl< m d qu · t f r mini lla­

tion, w I n t in tru ·t, '- n 1 without r ·pkni hin,. ur wn inn 1 

li<Tht \\ rnnn t nli ht n th • • < f oth 
\ e h Id our l • u 1igh, bemmah, wh ·n ur n w rd i 

full w i h d '- nd 11 l. lmrat adon ' 1 ll a 
, ord f the Lord i • r fin d f ll dr lly 

to tho e wh Ii ..... ,,,. .,. __ "'"''· th • I on-
ibl , . rd or t h l !""'!'--'!'--"'?:''"!---s h un1r -

meditat d and opinim ml • nri•~..r<.'4, hi t full 
t t d and ub tanti r , , ith ut 
l , ar um, rth h a d p n mu h 
on the , rd, the e a no )11 t ·, l 1 , and th tim '-
le v r o it · firm anon · 

( raft man hip a d it u t .. n< f t h-
nique. I aiah prai d him to a quir / hon lim-
rnudirn "a ulti vat h, that h mi rht m t ff <-
ti\' l en ur 1• with an l b ·at ·n d , n . 

J 

It i • to >Tm · < in th • 
pr fe i n than in an ot n on 
, arn in tit. En ani 1ut bimkom a hirut. 'Th r • mu t h-

ork t of form an l ion m pla , , iriunl , '- Ith 

i to hibit d. To t ·p int a pulpit and fa n ti n of 
G d in dequat >r par l in nt ·nt an l f rm paltr 

rmon ut £ in<r h adlin , t p • f a 
h and un, illino- Le · t, al ut • ing r n into 

admirati n r th r th n p r ·uadin<r th m int a uo ak 
to m n n l c m ·n •he ne , l to un I r tand th • me of G I, 
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belaage saf ah ub la hon al.zer t, ", ith ontemptuou lip and with 
a trange and e tranging pe h." 

Th re i al o in id n a growing t nd n to 1m r th ·tand­
ards and anon of good ta t in our na u program and a tivi­
ti mat hing th pr alent degradation, in ord r to ompet for 
attention , ith radio and t I i ion and other form of ent rtainm nt. 

he na o u annot, in th long run, maintain it If thr ugh 
vul arizati n, and , h n it do u d, for a p lJ, in bringing larger 
numb r to its hall b ome trata m of unalli d and unrefined 
p tad or attr ti n , ught not the , rd of I aiah di turb and 
onfound u ? "\Vho hath requir d thi at 'Our hand , to tramp! M 
ourt ?" 1tainl , a f , pr in ts ought to r main inviolate an -

tuar in our ta, dr ,, orld of in r a ing lag and g1·im , f r human 
£ II , hip and the upr achin heart and mind of man , here the 
I ar atmo ph r r main unfailino-l on of th b auty of holine 

and ·where v r thing ah a peak of glor ·, uwelzekalo kulo omer 

kabod. 
\\ hold ur allin high, beramah, , hen w und rwrit what we 

a· b , hat w ar . Torat adonay temimah, " h la, of th Lord is 
p rfe t." Th Rabbi dd: E11matay hi temimah b ha ah hehi yoz'ah 
mippi tamim, "\Vh n i it p rf t? ¼ hen it forth fr m the mouth 
of a p rf t man," or rather, from the..,..,-_- _.~...,, man who trive after 
perf tion, . in no m i p ( t. t t ·om int a ourt of 
equit with lean hand . Into c.he e Lord, a Rabbi mu t 

m with l an hand and a pure I 
r littl that , • are lik 1 th our e of our 

mini tr , ill h , • b ·en aid f r . E" n th gr at t 
utt ran f m ·n ha,. had th ir an e nd all thi al do u ine 
ha,e pa l th1 ugh of ·i t n . mo t famou 
t a h 1 amoncr ur 1 ople were proud t attribut th ir t • to 
illu t1 i u pr d c r and to han th ir t a hin on 
what th ' ·, 11 l "th maj ti tre ' of th P< t. t i that 
w, ar d , lin r \\'ith an 01 d r f thought , h r in ba i n , id a are 
r r an l infrequ nt. . l < kin of th remarkabl adyan m i nee 
m ur tim • a 1 '(Cnt w1 it ·r d • lar ·d: "1 he b t d tor f a c.cntur 
a r w mld n • ·d a rig r u tr mm t b fit t a t a a m <l rn ho -
pit I ~ LL ·1Hlant. ' I ut a m dl ·, that i n t th ca · with the b t 
arti t po t mu i(ian, r r ·l igiou I ·ad r f a lnmdr d r a th u and 

r m ur fl kl i n t to be m a u1 d in t rm of 
O\ r ', l ut in term f applirnti n and fulfillm nt. 

n will )Otrr riain lit Ii :' In t (Omag u timing 
f rn m a0 c in the in pi1 ·d and mpcllin o- p na in T of that vhich 
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m n haYe kno ·n all , lon but hav n< t taken t h art, but, ab " all, 
in the wa in wh i( h • ur lif c will urround, pen ad r l r nfor( 
the utt ran of , ur lip . Th • will I ·nd di ·tin< Lion Lo ' ur car 'Cr. 
Yirat adona tdwrah, 'Th,,,. r hip l ;ocl i pm •." 'I h Rabbi add: 
" man may be at horn in th ·ntir ranf.., of th L , - if h i 
devoid of hio-h m 1 al princi11 . , h ha 11 thintr - hi hand'i arc 
empt •." 

fen, a a rule, are quick t, cl ' ·t th 
the ift of l arnin • or harm, r I rillianl 
mpt hand and mpt h art . It i the 

pr id th r ·onant mu i to th , pok n 
b men de ply m v nd .,'alt th m. 

wh c me l th m b arino 
or 1' m, n hip, but with 
in( 'l • h ·art whi h ale n 
word which, wh n h , r I 

,v hold our c llino- high, beramah, wh n w p ak tl ' ll uth . 
A1i hp te adonay emet, "Th judgm nt f th L rd ar tru ." Th 
mishpatim embr e tho e r ulation • and ordinam ,vhic.h d ·fin 
man' relation with hi fell , m n. 

Our proph ts and t a h r wcr warn n t t b afraid f m n, 
but to p ak th , ord of God f arl I . Al te/zat mi/me h m, "D 
not be afraid of them." 

Th thing , h wever, t f ar mo t re not th uti n • of 
men, but th du tion of adula ion, the t mplati n to 1 in , ith 
the right p ople and to ba k in thei .n-s1~:tr:i~~·:rJ.IJ l.jh wi h to be un­
ve cl and undi turbed, and n to <+~.~~~~~ ch mu t, in all 
on ience, b f d. The P a m • t, wh su1~ t1.U1 1 g I have b en 

quoting, pra that he e d Hv ·r d ·uti n of th 
wick d and pr umptuo'us:, me - mize el<a - but he al o 
pray to be lean. ed fr m hi own hi 1 n fault - mini tarot nakh •ni. 
It i th e hidd n fault , hi h v. do n t like to a kn , I <l e in 
our elve whi h d tro u with a ubtle inn r orrupti n, . ul tl 
that , e are ften not e\'en aware o the deadl pro of di int gra-
tion , hi h i going n in u . 

One n d n t b p r nniall ' qu rulou and ant nk r u • in the 
in ere ervi e of C d. One an er d with jo and u me be[ r 

Him an l Hi er ature , i h inging. ,r\ hen th High Pri . t, d lare 
the Zohar, wa to t nd b f r G l in th an tuar h had t nter 
the ho] pla e with jo . and all thino- about him ,vere t pr . 
j ; for in God' 1 i(e th re i • n r om for adne . S r ino- C d 
and man i a simlzah sh l mizwah - a ervi e of joy. To be m'urob im 
habriat cordial nd pl a ing to men i no betra al of n i n e. 
In ur \' h m nt la , with th ir i I nt , a , the piritual guide 
en· hi a r cl calling b t wh n he a oil all ha Im f judgm nt 

and e pre ·ion, and when h I ak th word of truth with I ve and 



n. nd proph t - Mo 
nd mned and puni h cl b • God be au e they 

berat d their p opl t o \' r 1 , or d ubt d th m t o mu h, b au e 

th tru k with the r l f th ir mouth wh n th ) hould have m­

plo d th · ntl r p h. Our m ao- ,, ill b far m r , • 1 me and 

fruitful wh n it om '\ th <l "' unt I rael" - and n t a a ra ing 

torm. "'a it not the L w Giver Him lf , ho pra ' d: "Ma my 

doctrin l nd a th rain, my I e ·h a th ntl de, ." he mood 

of our faith i n t alwa th t of t mp t and thund r. It i al o a 

mood of e n I a tur nd till and r tful , ·at r . 
Peldwde adonay )'e /zarim, me amhe l b. "Th pre ept of the L rd 

ar ri rht, r j i in the h at t." It i to in r a e the happin of the 

, orld throu h an eptan e of the pre pt of God and t bring 

j , to th tir d heart of m n th t we ha, e und rtak n our religiou 

mm1 tr , not t indi ate e1 t in thical ab tra tion . It i not enou h 

t wor hip G d - ne mu t w r hip Him, be im!Jah uwetub l b, "with 

joyfuln and with ladn an l oodne of h art.·· 
h r i. mu h tr o-edy in ur world t da ', and orrm • and 

an ·i t , that th f ithful h I h rd of men , ill tri e to comfort and 

rea ur m n ncoura e and tr n th n th m - rather than in rea e 

their on ternation. h proph t Ez ki l proph i d again t the h p-
herds of I racl b au th y had no ~'J~';'~'rn:.·~~,",.,..""d th weak nor heal d 

i k nor bound up th unde ..,.,..,, ....... ht ha k the tra • d nor 

u ht out the lo t, ouu , itl rig r a1 .. " ..._L...,. a.•Fhne rul d over them. 

Ube/Jazaka/z reditem ota ub farek. 
Our ar r hould b gui l d al a b the thr -fold lo e - ahabat 

ha-makom, ahabato lta-adam, aha at Yi ro'el. , ithout the 1 ,, of 

God man and I ra 1 in ur heart , we hall b off ring th1 u h our 

mini tr tran fir up n the hi h altar of God. 
But th re are tim , h n ven the kindl hephetd mu t I ad 

, ith a firm h ncl. h re are tim - and th • omc not infr qu ntly 

in th lif f a Rabbi - , hen at th b h t f hi a red allino- and 

in def n e of hi own imm rt 1 and undi honored oul, he mu t ' tand 

up an l b ar , ·itne t the truth that i in him r ardl • ,,·h ·n he 

mu t be lik "an iron pillar, lik braz n wall ," a ain ·t kin and 

princ and pri ·t and people. The in re and faithful R bbi , ill 

kn w b ond n p radventure of doubt ,,hen th e hallenging 

nd und niable mon nt arri e f r the hand f God , ill be h avy 

up n him and h , ill tep fonvard th n with all th power and 

authorit that i in him "to de larc unto Jacob hi tran re ion and 

to I racl hi in. ' 
But let u n t t nf und r Ii riou truth , ·ith politi al or economic 



p rti an hip, with total id ntifi ation , ith on or an th t • t m f 
politic r e onomi . Th rol f th r li i u t a h r i not t b 
th parti an or apologi t f r an • t m. tem c_ mpl t ·l me t • 
the ·a ting d mand of r ligi n. \, h ther it b capitali ·m, o i- li m 
or ommuni m, r n • of th ir num ·r u ov rl I I in form , th 1 

are ba i prin iple of human right and e enti 1 o i l id ·al whid1 
ar at take in a h, and th r li 0 i u a ·h r mu 
fr e to d f n l th ri ,.ht and i<lcal for whi h <,t m i • a<l quat • 
guarantee. \,\ e hav • n in ur da that v n rul • f } ·a an 
and prolctaria do not pro e t iet a ain t abu c f p w 1, th 

ploitation of man, and th defeat of the ·1 iri ual pr 1 1i • [ 
human life. 

d ar friend : Thirt ·- \' n at" ago, on a .'abbath a t ·mo m 
in Jun , I wa ordain cl Rabbi at the H br w nion C 11 • • a th 
hand of m rever d t a h r, Dr. K ufm, nn K hl ·r. F r th val di ·­
t ry, I took a m t , t th r in J l: zilrnek m l_wlamot ya!Jalomun 
bohureykem, ~1ezyunot yir'u. "Y ur ol l m n ·hall dr ·am Ir · m 
young m n hall vi ion . " It , a drn ing the fir ·t ar of th • 
World ,var that I , a ordained. fmh ha o ·un <l in w , rld 
in e that time-war and re\'oluti n nd th mo · appalling t -

cly m in the annal f J wi h hi t 1y. The,· ha~.c b • ·n y ·ar: £ 
onfli t and di a · r, bu th }r h \' al ·o ~~~ nd u ati\'e 
ear ·. arl f ur ·hang ful an . ei' n fu ~~~~-;· lap <l in 

that tim , and w re I to boo a 'P·~~~t'.!"'6 e 
to r u , ·hoar b ut LO b ordain <l ;J;,b· l l'l~;; t 
to ne of ou - I hould cmoo~ic lh ic nlit l p-, '(\ ,' t h m f 
the prophet Joel. For od hazo n layam;m, "Th r m fo1 
i ion in the da t ·om ." Od' l!azon lanu/ d, " h r i t a 1 1 n 

for the appoint d time , hich ,,:ill n t d • iv . If it tarr , w._ it f >r it. 
For it will ur l m ." 1 her i cv r ' r • on fm y u to le k f n ar l 
onfidcntl into the f u tur - t -,e vi. ion. ( b ' tt ·r thing L < omc -

to plan and build with all th a1dor f ' ur liH~ bridge. into the 
futur atln art impa ·able ·ulf • f r th c'- g r f ·t o[ m ·n an l ladder 
b t, i · t h a\'en and arth. Th cla • t om will urpa . all the 
a hi v m nt nd th grand ur f th p.. t. 

ou are nterinO', not qui ' t or r ·po ·ful tim • , nor )Ct L gnant 
tim , but gr at tim . of n ·w I lowin and "ing. You re nt ring 
a profe i n , hi h will nabl ou to r nd r gr ·at crvic •. In pit 
of the baffl m nt and ve ·ati n. , hich 'OU will in vit bl • p ·n ·n e 
in ·our areer - for no human Iif and Lcrtainl n , orth ' human 
prof ion an c.ape th m - I f 1 that our lot ha fallen in plea nt 
pla , and that u will ha r a on t< b ont nt , ith ur 
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l rtion in life. Habalim naflu li ban'imim, af nahalat shafrah alay. 
You ar addin our names to the role of a o- odly compan o 

m n who, throu h the ag , dedi ated their live to a ser i e , hi h 
, a worth , of their life's d dication. With your endowment and train­
ing, you ma move forward beramah, intrepidly and in high pirit 
into the ta k and opportunities of the coming year, like "tho e that 
g their own gait, ere t, tepping with freedom and command, leadinO', 
not follo, ing." Go forth, dear oung olleaQ"Ue , po e ed of your­
selve, upbracing ,our fellm. m n, in tru ting, and learnin from 
those ,.,hom you in truct, humble yet fortified in confidence and lf-

teem. You , ill be nobl rewarded in ways in which God re, ard 
His cho en one . You will find freedom in Hi service and dignity in 
walking humbl with Him, and the bread of life will be your and 
the wine of the spirit, as you help to 'build His Kingdom. There will 
be a goodl ha1 e t, and ou will be content. 

WRIIS 

m 
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