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“THERE 1S YET ROOM FOR VISION®
BACCALAUREATE ADDRESS AT GRADUATION AND ORDINATICN EXERCISES
HEDREW UNION COLLEGE, CINCINNATI, OHIC
SATURDAY MORNDNG, JUNE 7, 1952

Shortly before his death, Judah Hanasi sumsoned his elder son, Gamaliel, who was
to succsed him in the patrisrchate and said to himy "Conduct
your office with greatness, There is a difference of opinion among scholars as to
the meaning of the word « Some would read - "with men of high standing®.
The Aruch reads it as "gomething precicus and of great value, hﬂl'lirh*
terpretation appeals to me most, "Conduct your office with greatness,

Judah Hanasi was a very himble man although he occupled the most exalted office
among his people, The Rabbis declared: "With the death of
Rabbi, humility passed sway.® His advice to his son, therefore, could not be taken
to mean; "be haughty and of a lofty g attitude towards
your fallowmen," nmnﬁuh’l undoubtedly had in minds
wﬁmm.-mum %hmmmnmll
m.m'-m.mlimﬂ 's future, He spoke of a high courage
with which one, especially a leader, should face all the evil and all the evil-doers
of the world, knowing that in the end, goodness will prevail, This quality of great-
ness waes always dear to the heart of owr peocple. They preferred to associate it with
their teachers, their lesaders and their prophets, As & symbol of his newly-scquired
high estate and eminence, it was the practice in Rabbinic times to spread a cloak of
gold over the ordained at the ceremony of his crdinmtion,

Tt is of such greatness that I would like to speak to you todsy, on the day of
your ordination; for ours is a time for greatness, and the need is for great men,

Recently, I had occasion to address the American College of Physicians on the
subject, "American lLeadership in the World Today", I expressed the thought that tids
age in which we live is a great age, one of the greatest in hmwn history. Ve are teo
near our times properly %o appraise them. One requires distance in order to ses great
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objeots in their proper perspective, We curselves are too much invelved in the tur-
modil, the fears, and the conflicts of our day to see objectively the amasing new pat-
tern of life which is emerging.

Many people are quick to describe our age as materialistic, as lacking in ideal-
ism, in aim and purpose, snd as drifting helplessly to disaster.

A mood of orisis is abroad in owr world and there is fear in the hearts of men,
Men talk of economic eollapse, of a third world war, of an irrepressible conflict be-
tween the East and the West which will ceupletely shatter our civilisation, There is
much violence in cur day, all the wnlsashed mendacities and vituperations of a cold
war, e It is not only in Messianic times that arrogance
and brutality increass, but in all times of upheaval and social convulsion.

There are very few pecpls who seo th o purs a8 & great age, T am per-
suaded that it is a truly gread dgel | A 8
quence, are coming to pess in owr

O T %nmmuhm

Aok ‘Adscloming, the mew insights into the mature of

distribution, transportation and communication, I am not referring to the smasing
progress in ths medical sciences which has so markedly improved the health of the

lsman race and increased the average length of life, nor ta the marvels of engineed-
ing and the mirscles of construction,

In characterising ouwr age as great, T am thinking in terms of social progress
and welfare, in terms of huwan advancement and civilisation, More is being dome in
our day for the improvement of the conditions of the comson man, for the raising of
his standard of living, his health, his education, and for his protection against the
disabilities of sickness, unemployment and old age, than in any generation, than in
any five generations in the past, Never were more determined efforts being made to
bring about a fairer sharing of the wealth thet is produced and a better way of life
for all,
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Never have the submerged races and peoples of the earth risen as they have risen
in our day to demand and to achisve, as they have to a large meagure achieved, free-
dom and self-determinetion, Within the last six years one-fourth of the earth's popu-
lation - more than five hundred million non-sslf-governing pecpls - have obtained
their political freedem, Tmperialism snd colonialimm are in their death-throes,
Backward pecples are pressing forward into the Light of a new day, and the exploite~
tion of the dark races of the earth is repidly drawing to a close,

That we are witnessing in cur day, if we have syes nmot only to see things but
to see inmto the hesrt of thinge, is not soclal disintegration, but a radical new re-
intagration of mmanity, a profound change inithe soeial evolution of man, a change
not free, of course, from dangers - for there is no progress without danger = but one

\\_r

n.mm.nrﬁiﬂjﬂw chrysalis and the chrysalis into the

batterfly,.

I do not wish to overdraw the piocture. I am not sugmesting that owr age is ap-
proaching idyllic perfection, or that the millenium ir Just around the cornex. Thers
is not & spot on the face of the globe today where vast social wrongs and injustices
do not exist, and where the masses of manicind are not, %o a greater or lesser degree,
still underprivileged and dissdvantaged. There is no coumntry on earth which is alto-
pother fres from class conflict, from bigotry, intolerance, slums end privation. It
will taies centwries, not decades or generations, before all the peoples of the world
will possess even that measurs of well-being, fur from the optimum, which scew of the
most favored peoples of she world already possess.
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Nor is 1t to suggest that similar moods are not to be found amywhere in the far-flung
domaing of Jewish literature wherein, through the sges, ritualists and pletists,
raticpalists and mysties, traditionalists and reformers, priests and prophets, re-
corded their views. MNumrous secte flourished among our pmople, especislly during
the fecond Commorweslth, "Tsrasl was not digpersed,” declared one of the Rabbis,
muntil 1t troke up into twentp-four hetercdox sects,® Some of them were undmubtedly
influenced by the Nriental theosophies prevalent in their enviromment, Some over-
emphasized one or another tenet of Judaism, and in so doing, unset the spiritual bal-
ance, the nmious ethical equipoise which distinpuishes our historie faith, Ta most
instances it was a case where sound ideas were followed through relentlsssly te thair
logical conalumion, and by that very consistency, they became illogical and wwhole-
sone, reduced to sbmurdity, But they newe Senetibuted slamutel Sdoan 1n Judaion,
and in srdte of the varisty it 44 fipse cortuleiehury M1igious views and opinions
recorded in our literaturs, ﬁ\j@@y the outlines of the major
mums.-.mwmﬁif 7 hidden beneath the luwmriant
ereepers of subseyuent commsntary and " tion. T% is not dlfficult to discover
beneath the restless surface ediies the desp and steady chamels of the permanant ab-
titudes which earried on undeflacted through the ages,

mmémmnrnm-nmmmmmmdm
development, snd especially its congept of man and of human progress. They derive
fram & unique religious mmanism which sifted and sereened the copdoun beliefs of the
Oriental world and rejected all that was extreme and exgessive, all that was over-
gorged either with sensuality or spirituality, all that demled reality or was blinded
by it, all thet deified man or degraded him, Judaism was & movement of purification
and of equilibrium, achisving for the religious life of man what Oresce achieved for
his artistic and intellectunl life, & sctriety of measure and order which we are wont
to call classicimm,
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In the unique construction of Judaism, man, for example, was indeed conceived
as fashioned out of the sarth, but in the image of God, He is certainly bound by his
physical and mental limitetions, btut he is boundless in morm) aspiration and is pos=
sagved of ademate instrments with which to change the face of the earth, t he struo-
twre of sooiety and his owm personal Yife, lMan is finite and yet not helpless. Man
is wry Domortant in Ood's acheme of things, There is evil in the world, but 4t can
be overerme thwough repentance and aspiration, and therein lies the meaning and adven=
ture of life, Tife is good and & gracious gift of God, To love God one need mot hate
the world, Iife should not be feared or contemmed or renowmoced, but sanctified and
enjoyed through wholesome 1iving in which the whole of man = body, mind and soul =
are fulfilled, Han is exalted through his struggles for the establisiment of the

ﬂmwmmm%m of history move purposefully
toward a definite and benign pails HVE rineipls cencern sbould be vith 14fe this
side of the grave since *"the hidden things t to God but the things that are re-
vedled belong to us and our children,” These are the allwsuffusing ideas of Judaimm,
ite inmer fluid and ite irmer force.

Other religions possess one or more of these ideas, GSome adopted them from Judes
Q.mmmmmm-mumpm-n,mm
them into a dymamic religious pldlésoply and ethical code which, when applied, power-
fully influsnced the civilization of mankind ia the past and must contimue to influence
it in the future., That other faiths and groups hawe accepted scme of Judaism's teach-
ings and are working todsy in the ssme direction should greatly hearten us, Tt weuld
be a strange logiec, indeed, if such endorssment of ocur faith by others were to be used
to justify the surrendsr of owr own religious and group idemtity,






_h.

The hope of matiomal restoration was always an integral part of Judaism, Owr
faith nurtured it and was, in twrn, murtured by it. Providentially, this long-deferred
hope came to fruition in owr day. It is a blessed and glariocus consummation which owr
generation was privileged to behold, It should greatly exalt us, Our people locked
forward to the time of its restoration as to a time of greatness, elation and hope.
"Whan the Lord will bring back the captivity of Zion. . « they will say among the na-
tions; the Lord hath dorne great things with thee: the lLord hath done great things with
us, We shall rejoice,” What has so unexpectedly transpired in our day should recharge
our courage for the greater tasks which lie ahead, For the Messianie hope of ow
peopls has been realised only in part, Oalut - exils - has come to an end and

"the servitude of foreign powers.” in its profounder and universal sense
of the establishment of the sty of universal justice, trother-
mmmnmthM“ 3ls is, of courss, far from have
ing been conmmmated, mnuﬂ-hpi beyond all national restor-
lﬂmmm.hﬁﬂnh mmmﬂmumq

s and the earth shall be full of the knowledge of Ood as the waters cover
the sea,” This Mesedanis hope Judaism must contimwe to proclaim, Tt can do so today
more hopefully as a result of what has transpired in Jewish life. In a new, buoyant
mood of achievemsnt and vindication, the leaders of Tsrael may now devote themselves
to the totality of Judaimm's Messiandc message which, in spite of the establishment
of the State of Israsl, remains unfulfilled, The great work is yet to be dome.

The spiritual leader in our day may also be enhsartened by the fact that men are
tumning to religion more and more as to the last sanctuary of man's freedom and dig-
nity.

The religious shrime has from time Lnmemorial served as sanctuary for men who
sought escape from persecution or the punitive arm of govermment, When all else failed,
man's b st refuge were beside the horns of the altar, Today the church and symagogue
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m,hummﬂﬂm.—*nllm&-mm.m
coordinating and all-subjugating state.

Man is being made small in our day by the very aystems which undertake to serve
and exalt him. mmmmmawthmmmm
seek to extend them. He has been denied his freedom on the plea of greater freedoms
o come, I% is & passing phase, I am sure, a by-product of wrong methods which are
being employed to achisve good results. But in the meantime, man is being beaten
dowa into little ness and rightlessness, Every precinot of his life is beding inwaded,
ihere 1s escape? Where shall the dove find resting plase while the flood waters cover
the earth, except in the ark of faith? Where shull man find shelter for his selfe
uhmﬁﬂﬁpwnuﬁwm“mﬂhﬂmﬂ
Where but in the sourts of the Living God1 whe
God, where he is thought of ag d Lithls s the ang
laviclate 1a ks spiritusl dighity ay'e phile -hmnwm
Place, 0 Ierd of hostal My EPLALY Jowgy) ami pines fuF the courte of the Lords¥ Wrer
in Thee doth xmy soul tale refugs, and in shadow of Thy ways will I take refuge
until the calamities be over-past,”

Ithmtnmhrurmorundtm--ﬂ—nlnw:.hw-
Wmu--;-mmm:mmwmmmmm.hm
sanctuary from the violent forces which tireaten to liquidate their inherent human
dignity and submerge and mdlify them, A

70 reassure them of their inalienable human worth and greatness, the spiritusl
teacher comes to men today with the comforting mssage of his faiths

"God erowns man with glory and honor.* Tt is a welcoms wosage, indeed| And
men hunger for it, nmhhmumtuu-mmmm.
and by so doing, it helpa to make M= great as well as to demand greatly of himself.
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You are being ordained into the Rgbbinate in times dangerous and convulsive, and
yet; into great and prophetic timesjy and T would urge you to strive to match your
hour, Strive for greatnsss! How?

Bave & high regard for your calling, It is a great ealling, Oive S0 it wme-
servedly your enfranchised minds and your understanding hearts. Homor it with your
full substance end let your substance grow with increasing kmowledge garnered through
the advancing yesrs and with the experiences widoch 1life will engraven in your hearts.
How much of the basic vocabulary of owr faith stems from the root terms of lesrning
and teaching; Tersh, Telmud, Mishna, Osmara, Midrash, Tamna, Amors, Sabora, Talmud
Chachem| You, too, will be teachers - teachers of the good book, the good life, the
good sotisty. Our profession is rot necessarily one of the specialized scholar, but
mmnumgum

Whmunﬂmmﬁ *To sie sxoellant guides, but 4% is ab-
surd to trouble about a guide after the goal has been reached,® He also said, "The
first step in Sufism is the breaking of inke-pots and the tearing up of books and the
forgetting of imowledge.”

This mood was practically uninmown even among the mystics of Judaimm, for their
very mysticism was grounded in literature, in the ocoult and recondite interpretation
of the phrases, words, lstters, events and charmcters of the book of books - the Bible,.

In order that we may spesk with authority and with an immer quickening and bring
knowledge and insight to those who will turn to us as to trusted teachers and guides,
we mist be equipped maximally, whatever else our ministry is called upon to do for
our fellowmen, it must certainly instruct the ignoramt,

It must bring light to those who canmot see inte the heart md the meming of things
« Wi thout knowledge, gathering and expanding,
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Wharein then will yuwr originality consist? In the courmgecus timing of your
message, in the inspired and compelling phrasing of that which men have known all
slong but have not taken to heart, but above all, in the way in which your 1ife will
suwrround, pervade and reenforce the utterances of your lips, These will lend distino-
tion to your career, "The worshdp of Ood is pure.,* The Rabbds adds
"A man may be at home in the entire rangs of the Law - if he is develd of high moral
prinoiples, he has nothing = his hands are empty,®

Men, as a rile, are quick to detect those who come to them bearing the gifte of
lsaming or charm, or brillianse o salesmanship, but with espty hands and empty
hearts, It is the sincere heart which alone provides the resonant misic to the spoken
wordy which when heard by men, deeply moves and exalte them.

We hold our calling high when we speak the truth, "The
Judguants of the lord are trua."| The A A.t?:f;ﬁ*? those regulations and or-
ﬂmﬂﬁhﬁum'lmnm

mmmwmw i»%._,qhunu-n.muwu
word of Ood fearlessly. Do not be afraid of them."

The things, however, to fear most are not the persecutions of men, but the se-
duction of adulation, self-gosenage, the temptation to be in with the right peopls
and to bask in thedr sunshine, the wish to be unvexed and undisturbed, and mot to face
that which must, in all conscience, be faced, The Psalmist, whose superb psalm 19 I
have been quoting, prays that he be delivered from the persscutions of the wicked and
presumptuous men - = but he also prays to be clsansed from his
own hidden faults - e It is these hidden faults widch we do not like
to acimowledge in curselves, which destroy us with & subtle imner corruption, so subtle
that we are of'ten not even aware of the deadly process of disintegration which is go-
ing on 4n us,
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our actions should be guided always by the three=fold love -

Without the love of God, man and Tsreel in our
hearts, we shall be offering through our ministsy strange fires upon the high altars
of Gode

Put there are times whenm even the kindly shepherd must lead with a firm hand,
There are times = and they come not infrequently in the life of a Rabbi - when at the
behest of his sacred calling and in defense of his own fmmortal and undishomored sodl,
he must stand up and bear witness to the truth thet is in him regardiess; when he must
be like "an iron pillar, like brasen walls", against king and princes and prissts and
people. The sincere and faithful Rabbi will know, beyond any peradventure of doubt,
when those challenging and undeniable moments arrive, for the hand of God will be
heavy upon him, and he will step forward tien with all the power and suthority that
uuu-mau:.mmm?r
rols of the religious teacher is not to be ti
system completely meets the exacting demands of religion, Whether it be capitalim,
soclalimm or commmnism or any of their mumerous overlapping forms, there are basie
principles of human rights and essential social ideals which are at stake in gach, snd
the religious teacher must st all times remain free to defend these rights and ideals
for which no aystem is mdequate guarantee. %e have seen in our day that even the rule
of peasant and proletariat does not insure society against abuse of power, the ex-
ploitation of man, and the defeat of the spiritual rrowise of human life,

Ny dear friends; Thirty-seven years age, on & Sabbath afternoon in Juns, I was
ordained Rabbi at the Hebrew Union College at the hands of ry revered teacher, Dr.
Kaufman Eohler, For the valedictory I took as my text the verse in Joel

"Your old men shall dream dreams, your young men
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learning from those wiom you instruct, mmble but fortified in confidence and self-
esteem, You will be nobly rewarded in ways in which Ood rewards lils chosen cnes.
You will find freedom in His service and dignity in walking hmbly with itim, and
the tread of life will be yours and the wine of the spirit, as you help to build His
Klngdom, There will be & goodly harvest, and you will be content,

WRES.|
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Commencenent £ddress)y—Sev—ibbe

-the Hebrew Uniom
College~Jewish Institute of Religien,
_ June ?p 195z2.

ifﬂn_ I 1 HORTLY BEFORE HIS DEATI, JUDAH HANASI SUMMONED Mis ELDERSON, /=
- S Gamalicl, whe was to succéed him in the patriarchate, and said = _L
to him:"Nehog nesiutha m&%nduct your office with -‘r‘
. eminence, with greatness.jfThere is a dillerence of opinion among '
L WY scholars a5 to the meaning of the woid beramah. Some would read
/ beramim—*'with men of high standing.” The Aruch reads it bedamim,
®s “something precious and of great value.” The first interpretation
appeals to me most: “Conduct your office with greatness.”
,/r_\ Judah Hanasi was a very humble man, although he occupied the |
[ PO most exalted office among his people. The Kabbis declared:"Mishemet
M rabbi, batlah @;:_ugﬁ.fwim the death of Rabbi, humility passed
| A away.” His advice to’ his son, therefore, Il not
\ mean: "Be haughty and of a Tofty bearing, taia &’ domine

attitude towards your fe m of anothes
that he undoubtedly lu:i{l ‘Lﬁm eliniya dusotl of
Aure. confiden

L in nw, one's ||

e spoke o courage

with which one, e o t%‘l')lfi face all’ the &yil. and all 1.
] the evildoers of the worl{l,! in |the endy goodness will ||

authority which derives I
\ mandate, one's mission

prevail. This quality of wiyd dear to the heart of |
our people. They preferred 10 associate it with their teachers, their ‘
leaders,and their prophets, As a symbol of his newlypequired higk |
\ estate and eminence, it was the practice in ®abbinic times to spreac |
S8 a cloak of gold, golia dedahabah, over the ordained at the ceremony
i of his ordination. A
It is of such greatness that 1 would like to speak to you today,
on the day of your ordination; for ours is a time for greatness, and the 2
need is for great men, — - T —
Recently, I had cecasion to address the American College of Physi-
| cians on the subject, “American Leadership in the World Today,™
I expressed the thought that this age in which we live is a great age,
5 one of the greatest in human history, We are too near our times
] f\ :,'_, Ebrqpulf to appraise them. One requires distance in order to see great

. jects in their proper perspective. We ourselves are 100 much ing
. ved In the turmeil)the fears, and the conflicts of our day to see
objectively” the amazing new pattern of life which is emerging.

|| Many people are quick to describe our age as materialistic, a=

|‘.
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lacking in idealism, in aim and purpose, ard as drifting helplessly
to disaster.

A mood of crisis is abroad in our world,and there is fear in the
hearts of men. Men talk of economic collapse, of a third world war,
of an irrepressible conflict between the East and the West which will
completely shatter our civilization. There is much violence in our
day, all the unleashed mendacities and vituperations of a cold war,
Bikbot meshika hulzpa gisge. It is not only in Messianic times that
arrogance and brutality increase, but in all times of upheaval and
social convulsion,

There are very few people who see this age of ours as a great
age. 1 am persuaded that it i5 a vraly great age. Historic events, great
in amplitude and consequence, are coming to pass in our day. I am
not thinking at the moment of the new worlds which science is
continually disclosing, the new insights into the nature of matter and
energy, the new sources of power and wealth, the new methods of
production, distribution, tansportation, and communication, I am
not referring to the amazing progress in the medical sciences which
has so markedly improved the health of the human race and increased

g thinking in terms of social
ancement and civilization.
fiprovement of the condidons
sindard of living, his health,
gainst the disabilities of sicky
han in_any gencration, than in
vy’ wiekd more determined efforts

g t a fairer sharing of the wealth that is pro-
duced and a bewer way of life for all. ]

Never have the submerged races and peoples of the earth risen as
they have risen in our day to demand and te achieve, as they have
to a large measure achieved, freedom and selEdetermination, Within
the last six years onefourth of the earth's lation—more than
five hundred million nenselbgoverning peop >—have obtained their
political [reedom. Imperialism and colonialism are in their death;
throes, Backward peoples are pressing forward into the light of a new
day, and the exploitation of the dark races of the earth is rapidly
drawing to a close,

What we are witnessing in our day, if we have eyes not only 10 see
thingsgy but to see into the heart of things, is net social disintegration,
but a radical new reintegration of humanity, a profound change in

=z
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the social evolution of man, a change not .t}\ne. of course, from dangers
o for there is no progress without danger — but one of bounclless and
mmmeasurable potentialities, We are witnessing one of those sharp,
decisive turas in the road of human progress comparable to the catas-
trophic metumorphoses observable in nature as in the ease, for ex-
ample, of the caterpillar which, at a certain stage, is transformed into
the chrysalis and the chrysalis into the butterfly,

1 do not wish to overdraw the picture, T am not suggesting that
our age is spproaching idyllic perfection, or that the mitlmfum is
just around the corner,

The important thing to consider is not whether we are on the
eve of the millenium, but whether the major trends of our age are
in the direction of the hoped.for good society, or away from it Is our
age breaking chains, or not? Is it trying 1o eradicate poverty and
illiteracy aml to mise the standard of living of people, regardless
of race or color or croed? Is it trying to satisfy the legitimate aspirations
of peoples o national freedom and independence? Is it uwying to
organize the world for peace and for international cooperation? I
believe that in all these major trends, our age has given welcome evi-
dence of great determination and of considerable progress. It is moving
puiposefully in the right direction = the abolition of war, the reduc.
tion of poverty, and the elimination of racial incquality. These are
the three major trends of our century, 4nd they the miajor srends
both in the East and the West, in the as in the

ARCHIVES

non-Communist / Wha 11 yring|th is a differs’
ence not of illmlgﬁ miv .ﬁ[ ofl methad y ey
In the solution e-problems of this gre ily troubled
] FIQ‘E_:_)!GI ay. It i Is of Judaism
which are really at hersuuygelel today,’ andd uddism®s method
for human p :
rights, freedom, d ‘

¢ of the individial, his gnalicnable
. . herhood, peace - what are
they but the offspring of Judaism, reared and nurtured by it And
what method is available to mankind to replace the bitter methods
of violence, suppression, and terror, which have led to such mounting
disasters in our generation, other than the method which Judaism
proposed long ago, the method of inner reformation — the inne- revo-
lution of compassion and reconciliationa method which has never
been fully tried in the world and which ‘today is being ignored more
thoroughly than at any/time in human history, .
Judaism has the true spirit with which to confront this upreaching
age of ours, wild with spiritual confusion: for it has unswerving faith
in man, in mankind and in human progress. In this regard Judaism

¢y.
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is quite unique among the religions of mankind - as unique as-were
its Godiconcept, its prophets, its synagogue,and ts prayer worship.

With the possible exception of Zoroastrianism, falth in man and in
human progress is not present, commandingly, If at all, in Hinduism,
Buddhism, Confucianism, Tuaomsm, Christianity,or Islam. Indeed, belicf
in human progress belongs only to a very small portion of the human
race, The predominant mood of most historic religions is pessimism.
Most religious philosophics ancient Gnosticism, Stoicismand Cyn-
icism to modern Existentialism are grounded in deep pessimism and
disillusionment. Man is hoplessly trapped and cannot escape the pre.
dicament of his own existence. He cannot hope to solve the entangled
ethical paradoxes of his life, The world is not a good place to live in.
Icis evil. No real happiness is possible in it ‘The good society cannot
be established on earth. Man is lost in original sin or homeless in
an infinite and impersonal universe. He ca help himself. He

needs redemption and a redeemer. His salviation can be achieved, "

not by personal merit or moral an act of faith in the vicarious
atonement of a saviour and by the grace of God. Man is not free 1o
change himsell or his destiny. There is really no purpose in resisting
evil. The more one strives fo develop his personality, the more en-
meshed one becomes in theltoils of painful existence. The very will

to live iv-at-thereot-of-man’s sulferingsad unbappiness. Man should
iun.'gu ﬂydﬁlpi mbitibn, Ehen gaod An it::;s, ;u:d z;v::'t the
lessedngsy/ o a ¢ weary sl poin: e of chan
into mi!:’_-ﬂ\ilil.‘l du'aml. negdents gl is 1:3:14:: than IiE':
It iy b doiby h@- te the prighaelifgbng of mankind to suggest
that predomin if is. pestrerfim, resignation, and othery
worldli @2D! , are we @fnging the spiritual grandeur

or the higl attaingd by some of them. Nor is it 0 sugpest
that similar moods are notfto be found anywhere in the far-flung
domains of Jewish literature wherein, through the ages, ritalists and
pirtists, rationalists and mystics, traditionalists and reformers, priests
amnl prophets, recorded their views. Numerous sects flourished

our people, especially during the Second Commonwealth, “Israel was
not dispersed,” declared one of the Babbis, "until it broke up into

twenty-four heterodox sects.” Some of them were undoubtedly ing )

fluenced by the Oriental theosophies prevalent in eheir enivronment.
Same overemphasized one or another tenet of Judaism, and in so
doing, upset the spiritual balance, the unique ethiczl equipoise which
distinguishes our historic faith. In most instances ie was a case where
sound ideas were followed through relentlessly to their logical conclu-
sion, and, by that very consistency, they becime illogical and unwhole; !
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some, reduced to absurdity. But they never comstituted elemental
ideas in Judaism, and, in spite of the varicty and at times contradictory
religious views and opinions recorded in our literature, it is not diffi-
cult o discern the outlines of the major trends in Judaism, the key
ideas which were occasionally hidden beneath the luxuriant growth
and creepers of subsequent commentary and exposition. It is not
difficult to discover beneath the restless surface eddies the deep and
steady channels of the permanent attitudes which carried on unde-
Aected through the ages.

The great insights of Judaism are easily recognizable in all the
stages of its development, and especially its concept of man and of
human progress. They derive from a unique religions humanism
which sifted and screened the copious beliels of the Oriental world
and rejected all that was extreme and excessive, all that was overs
gorged either with sensuality or spirituality, all that denied reality
or was blindal by it, all that deified man or degraded him. Judaism
was a movement of purification and of equilibrium, achieving for the
religious life of man what Greece achieved for his artistic and intellec.
tual life, a sobricty of measure and order which we are wjnt © call

e

In the wnique construction of juddism, man, for example, was
indeed conceived L rthy bl g image o
God. He is cﬂ'tai:&xgl%ﬁ'}- i mitations,
but he is boundless i aspimit S8l adequate
instruments with the structure
ol society,and his tnot helpless.
Man is very im ¢ is evil in the

repentance and aspiruion,
and therein lies the true meaning and adventure of life. Life is good
and a gracious gilt of God. To love one need not hate the
warld. Life should not be feared or contemned or renounced, but
sanctificd and enjoyed through wholesome living in which the whole
of man 5 body, mind and soul — are fulfilled. Man is exalted through
his struggles [or the establishment of the Kingdom of universal justice,
brotherhood znd peace on earth. Evil must be fought and eracdicated,
and justice must be established in the gate, and man may be suitained
and inspired by the convictions that the major processes of history
move purposcfully toward a definite and benign goal, Man's principal
concern shoukl be with life this side of the grave, since "the hidden
things belong to God, but the things that are revealed belong to us
and our children.” These are the allsulfusing ideas of Judaism, its
inner fuid and its inner [orce. :

‘“\'
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_1":; Other religions possess one or more of these ideas. Some adopted

i thera from Judaism; but Judaism has woven them all into a unified

and unique pattern, has coordinated them into a dynamic mhgu:ru:

philosophy and ethical code which, when applied, powerfully ind

Auenced the civilization of mankind in the past and must continue

to influence it in the future. That other faiths and groups have

. accepted some of Judaism’s teachings and are working today in the

same direction should greatly hearten us. It would be a sirnge logic,

indeed, if such endorsement of our faith by others were to be used
1o ]mul;'y the surrender of our own religious and group identity,

Ic is with high confidence, therelore, bemmnh that the weachers
of Judaisin today can confront this mtdling, promising, but spiritually
turbulent and confused age. They have in their keeping the medicine
for the healing of the nations. What they have to say is free from
inner conuadiction, incontrovertibly relevant and indispensable, sound
in program, sound in technique, sound in spirit, and directed 10 a
world which God created not for chaos, bur one which He formed
for an abiding and pleasant dwelling place for man,

Mor need they fear any mope the hostility of science. ‘The physical
sciences are no longer batteripg at thx: pesieged citadel of religion
s, The mechanistic

as they did in a.ml 2 h ¢
e AL L R e
commit l‘:rn i Bs0phy of materialism
has suff d j
it is not ‘yer, ai et :.u
longer ity formidableania
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our hands of science. IE
of', re ience & certainly no
ist. Scienc ntu.tl' standls face to face
with manf.

vable mysteries, In science, as well as

in religion,” o with basic terms which cannot be

defined and with basic propositions which cannot be proved, and in

| science, too, with every new insight comes a new obecurity.

"i Thus, within the framework of their acknowledged unknowables,

both science and religion are proceeding today un‘nmpcﬂuvtl}‘ 0

divelop,on the basis of their experience, insights and intuirions, power
and wisdom fer the greater glory of man.

The religious teacher has every ground for proclaiming his message
to the world mda&zb:mmnh boldly, with assurance and authority,
and without Fear t the findings of science may tomorrow shatter
the very foundations of his faith,

The religious teacher in Israel may find additional confidence
and strengthening in his ministry in the fulfillment in our day of a
great historic hope which for so long seemed to be torealizable, and
i the richting of a mill:rﬁal wrong which scemed to be invparable.
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The hops of national restoration was always an integral part of
g Judaism. Our faith nurtured it and was, in tum, nurtured by it
' Providentially, this longdelerred hope came to fruition in cur day.
It is a blessed and glorious consummarion which our generation was
privileged to bebold. It should greatly exalt us. Our peo le always

looked forward to the time of its restoration as to a time of greatness,
elation; and hope. “When the Lord will bring back the captivity of
Zion 4 ./. /ihey will say among the nations: the Lord hath done great
things with thee: the Lord hath done great things with us. We shall
rejoice.” What has so unexpectedly transpived in our day should re:
charge our courage for the greater tasks which lic ahead, For the

\ Messianic hope of our people has been realized only in part. '
\ exile—has come to an end and shi'bud malkuyot, *The servituge of
' foreign powers.” But in its profounder and universal sense of aharit
\ %ﬁ-ﬂ, e establishment of the good society of universal justice,
and peace on earth, the Messianic hope of our people is,

of cowrse, far from having been consummated. The ultimate goal of

\ Judaism reaches beyond all national restorations and sovercignties to
the time “when they shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy moun-

| tain, and the earth shall be full of the knowledge ol God as the
| waters cover the sea” This Messianic hope Judaism must continue
to proclaim. It can do so today more hopefully as a result of what

/ has transpired in-Jewish-life.-in-a-new} bugyant mgod of gehicvement
and vindication, ythe; leag! Lirael oulyniidie: Mevol themnsclves
- to the totality of :F\ nic messags Whicly i s pite of the
57 R establishment of the .'5([51?_0[ stacl, remfmsgrigial The great

| work_is yet to be e
\J \ {?_.-‘f’" The spiritual Jedd @y cartencd by the

\ ’ fact thar men a
sanctuary of ma £ =2

| The religious shrine has from time immemorial served as sanctuary

for men who sought escape from persecution or the punitive arm of

: government. When all clse failed, man’s last refuge was beside the

f horns of the altar. Today the church and synagogue are, in an even

more vital sense, man's last refuge from the all.demanding, a/l-coordi

nating and allsubjugating state, '

Man s being made small in our day by the very systems which

undertake o serve and exalt him, His rights have been curailed by

the very governments which avowedly seek to extend them. He has

been denied his freedom on the plea of greater freedoms o come.

1t is a passing phase, L am sure, a by-product of wrong methods which

are being employed to achieve good results. But in the weantime,
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man is being beaten down int liteness and rightlessness. Every pre-
cinct of his life is being invaded. Where is escape? Where shall the
dove find resting place while the flood waters cover the earth, except
in the ark of faith? Where shall man fin¢ shelter for his self.esteem
and dignity, sanctuary [rom the relentless collective rhythms of his
world? Where but in the courts of the living God! where man is
never subordinated t to God, where he is thought of as “a little
lower than the angels"' = where he is held inviolate in his spiritual
dignity as a child of God. “How lovely is thy dwellingjplace, O Lord of
hostsl My spirit longs and pines for the courts of the Lord” “For
in Thee doth my soul take refuge, and in the shadow of Thy wings
will I take refuge until the calamities be over-past.”

It is not o much for peace of mind that men and women are
turning to religion today but to escape the frightening attrition of
their spiritual independence and to find sanctuary from the violent
forces which threaten to liquidate their inherent human dignity and
to submerge and nullify them as sovereign personalities,

To reassure them of their inalienable human worth and greatness,
the spiritual teacherjcomes to men today with the comforting message
of his [aith: %ﬂg&_ d wehadar t¢'atrehuy "God crowns man with glory

lodimg, ks ifideed! And men hunger for it.
: ::‘g;“l“m his full status and stature, and
makerhimipreat as well as to demand greatly

inec e, ®abbinate in times dangerous
et, into ggat and prophetic times; and I would
e tojmatch your:hour. Strive for greatness! How?
en high regatd for your calling! Tt is 1 great calling, Give to it
unreservedly your enfranchised minds and your understanding hearts.
Honor it with your full substance and let your substance grow with
increasing knowledge garmered through the advancing years and with
the experiences which life will engraven im your hearts. How much
of the basic vocabulary of our faith stems from the root terms of
learning and teaching: Torah, Talmud, Mishnal Gemara, Midrash,
Tana, Amora, Sabora, Talmjd Chacham! Yeu, too, will be teachers =
teachers of the book, the good life, the good socicty, Our profes-
sion is not n rily onc of the specialized scholar, but most assuredly
it is one of the faithful and avid student and learner.
Throughout our lives we must be men of the Book and men of

books. Religious mystics of other faiths at times came to despise learns

ing and books, “Books!” exclaimed the famous Sufi of Islam, Abu
Sa'idy "Ye are excellent guides, but it is absurd to trouble about a

o




guide after the goal has been reached.” He also said, “The first step
in Sufism is the breaking of ink-pots and the tearing up of books and
the forgetting of knowledge.”

This mood was practically unknown even among the mystics of
Judaism, for their very mysticism was grounded in literature, in the
occult and recondite interpretation of the phrases, words, lewers,
events,and characters of the of books x the Bible. "

In’ order that we may sm with authority and with an_inner
quickening and bring knowledge and insight to those who will turn
to us as to trusted teachers and guides, we must be equipped max-
imally, Whatever else our ministry is called upon to do for our
!‘cllu\fncn, it must certainly instruct the ignorant, edul adona nees,
manah_malikimat peti, 1t must bring light ta those who cannot see
inta the heart and the meaning ol things, mizwat adonay, me'irat
cncyim. Without knowledge, gathering and expanding, blending the
old and the new, and maturing into a wisdom adequate for ministra-
tion, we cannot instruct, and without replenishing our own inner
light, we cannot enlighten

We hold-our-ealling -high, | berg

fully donay zerufak, |“The
word of ome casily, npclziﬂ!y

poken in bitterness without
' hich must depend so much
' apprapriale, the timely, and the li-lllq:
less word. Like every other profession, ours, 0o, hai its firm canons
of craftsmanship and its exacting and meticulous itandards of tech-
nigue. Isaiah praised God for enabling him to acquire leshon lime :
mudim, *a cultivated and trained speech,’so that he might most effec-
tively encourage with words those who were weary and beaten down.
It is easier to grow careless, dowdy and slovenly in the preaching
profession than in any other profession on carth, and we must be
warned against it. En aniyret bimkom ashirut, Theremust be no patch:
work poverty of form :nﬁ expression in places whese spiritual wealth
is o be exhibited. To step into a pulpifand face a congregation of
\inadequately prepared in content and form, te dash off a paltry
seron out of a passing headline, to force a puny homily out of a
shy and unwilling text, or to set about exciting a congregation into
admiration rather than persuading them into a conwiction is to speak
to men and women who need to understand the message of Gﬂﬂ{
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belagge safah ubclashon aheret, “with contemptuous lips and with
a strange and esuranging speech.” -
There is also in evideace a_growing tendency to lower the standy
ards and canons of good taste in our synagogue programs and activi-
tics maiching the prevalent degradation, in order to compete far
attention with radio and television and other forms of cotertainment,
The synagogue cannot, in the long run, maintain iself through
vulgarization, amd “vhen it does succeed, for a spell, in bringing larger
numbers to its halls by some stratagem of unallied and unrefined
spectacles or attractions, ought not the words of Isaiah disturl and
confound us? “Whe hath required this at your hands, to trample My
courts?” Certainlyl'a few precincts ought 1o umngm:i in_vinlat; sanc-
t 1 our tawdry world of increasing slag and g, for human
fm-: ip and the upreaching heart a%ﬂ"‘“ ngn of man where the
clear atmosphere remains unfailingly one of the beaut
and where everything always spexks of gl ]

kabod. I Y
We hold our calling l}lé;, M,:ﬁben
say by what we arc:' Torat adongy temimal®
perfect,” The Rabbis addo£; d,{‘ {1t
mippi taming, P When is i Ve :
of a perfect nfan,” or ra th offa man who sitives after
perlection, since no man 'is § mist conie into & court of
equity with clean hands. Into the courts of the Lord, a Habbi must
come with clean hands and a pure heart,

Very litde that we are likely o say during the course of ous
ministry will have been said for the first time. Even the greatese
utterances of men have had their ancestors, and all cthical doctrines
have passed through several cycles of existence. The most famous
teachers among our people were proud to attribute their teaching 1o
illustrious predecessors and 1o hang their teachings, as it were, on
what they called “the majestic trees” of the past. The fact is that
Wwe are dealing with an order of thought wherein basic new ideas are
rare and infrequent. Speaking of the remarkable advances in science
in our times, a recent writer declared: "The best doctor of 2 century
ago would need a rigorous training to be fit to act as a modern hios-
pital atendant.” B assuredly, that is not the case with the best
artist, poet, musician, or religious leader of a hindred or a thousand
years ago. Progress in our field is not to be measured in terms of
discovery, but in terms of application and fulbillment,

Wherein, then, will your eriginality lie? In the courageous timing
of your message, in the inspired and compelling phrasing of that which
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men have known all along but have not taken to heart, but, above all,
in the way in which your life will surround, pervade and rq'l'.-n{or:c
the utterances of your lips. These will lend distinction 1o your career.
' /1\ " Yirat adanay tehoraly, " The worship of God is pure.” The Rabbis add:
) “A man may be a1 home in the entire range of the Law—if he is
devoid of high mwral principles, he has nothing = his hands are
ﬂ'ﬂpf.:q'." M
Men, as a rule, are quick to detect those who come to them bearing
the gifts of learning or charm, or brilliance or salesmanship, but with
empty hands and empty hearts, It is the sincere heart which alone
' provides the resonant music to the spoken word, which, when heard
by men, deeply moves and exalis them,

'q We hold our calling high, beramah, when we speak the truth.
\ /T " Mish “The judgments of the Lord are true.” The
N mishpatim embrace those regulations and ordinances which define

man’s relations with his fellowmen,
Our PTGPIIEI‘.G and teachers were warned

-
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not be afraid of them." S
The things, huwm-ry?; Iﬁthﬂ-
men, but the seduction of adulatiom,
(i (thej

¢ ith
the right ple and nshine, th be un-
vexed undisturbed,. wet, - in all
conscience, be faced. The- §u have been

quoting, prays that he' e e e “persceidions of the
wicked and presumptuous men — mizeden abdeka = but he also
) prays to be dleansed from his own hidden faults"s ministarot nakkeni.
'k_ - ‘0 It is these hidden faults which we do not like o acknowledge in
!/] ourselves wh% destroy us with a subtle inner corraption, so subtl:
we are olten not even aware of the deadly process of disintegra

- tion which is going on in us.
| One need not be perennially querulous and cantankerous in the
sincere service of God. One can serve God with joy and come befors
Him and His creatwres with singing. When the High Priest, declares
the Zohar, was to stand before God in the Sanctuary, he had to enter
| the holy place with joy, and all things ahout him were to expres:
| joy; for in God's service there is no room for sadness. Serving God
and man is a simhak shel mizwak - a service of joy. To be m'urob im
habriat, cordial and pléasing to men, is no betrayal of conscience.
| In our vehement days with their violent ways, the spiritual guide
serves his sacred calling best when he avoids all harshness of judgmen
and expression, and when he speaks the word of truth with love and
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compassion. Some of our greatest teachers and p hets — Moses,
Elijah, Isaiah —were condemned and punished by because they
berated their people too severcly, or doubted them wo much, because
thzy struck with the rod of their mouth when they should have em-

loyed the gentler speech. Our message will be far more welcome and

ruitful when it comes “as the dew unto Isrel” S and not as a raging
storm. Was it not the Law_@iver Himsell who prayed: “May my
dectrine descend as the rain, my speech as the gentle dew.” The mood
of our faith is not always that of tempest and thunder. It is also a
maod of green pastures and still and restful waters.

" Pekkude adonay yesharim, mesamhe leb, {"The precepts of the Lord
ar2 t, rejoicing the heart.” It is to i the happiness of the
world through an acceptance of the precepts of Cod and to bring
joy to the tired hearts of men that we have undertaken our religious
ministry, not to yindicate certain ethical abstractions. It is not enough
to worship God = one must worship Hiny, besimhah uwetub leb, “with
joyfulness and with gladness and goodness of heart™

There is 50 much tragedy in our world today, and sorrow and
arxiety, that the faithful shepherd of men will strive to comfort and
reassure men, encourage and strengthen them = rather than increase
their consternation. The prophet Ezekiel prophesied against the shep-
herds of Istnel because they not strengthened the weak nor healed
the sick nor bound up the wounded nor brought back the strayed nor

¢t out the 1ost, bt with rig s ruled over them,
s thice-fold love —ahabat
waRAn e . Without thé love of
e il beé offering through our
of God

1 . There
in the life of a Kabbi = when at the bebest of his sucred calling and
in defense of his own immortal and undishonored soul, he must stand
up and bear witness to the truth that is in him regardless; when he
must be like “an iron pillar, like brazen walls,” against king and
and undeniable moments arrive, for the hand of God will be heavy
upon him, and he will step forward then with all the power and
authority that is in him “to declare unto Jacob his transgression and
tc Israel his sin.”

qor_ag el
Ubeha difemi aldm 77 OCAN HWIH P
""hur?nm guitled alays iy rhe
ha-mak ato, haad bar, X
God, ‘ﬂ%{'ﬂt}nu
min n h .
F n_even. kindly shepherd must lead
times —and they come not infrequently
princes and priests and people. The sincere and fithful Rabbi will
kmow, beyond any peradventure of doubt, when those chal
But let us not confound religious truth with political or economic
e — T
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partisanship, with total identification with one or another system of
politics or eronomics. The role of the religious teacher is net to be
the partisan or apologist for any system, No system completely meets
the exacting demands of religion, Whether it be capitalism, socialism
or communism, or any of their numerous overlapping forms, there
are basic principles of human rights and essentjal social ideals which
are at stake in each, and the religious teacher must ac all times remain
free to defend these rights and ideals for which no system is adequate
guarantee. We have seen in oor dar that even the rule of peasant
and proletariat does not protect soc ety against abuse of power, the
exploitation of man, and the defeat of the spiritual promise of
human life.

My dear friends: Thirty-seven years ago, on a Sabbath afternoon
in June, I was ordained Xabbi at the Hebrew Union College at the
hands of my cevered teacher, Dr. Kaufmann Kohler. For the valedic-
tory, 1 took as my text the verse in Jocl: ziknekem halamot yahalomun
bohureykem Bezyunot yirw,"Your old men shall dream dreams, your
young men skall see visions,” It was during the first year of thm
World War that I was ordained. Much has occurred in our +
since that time—wars and revolutions and the most appalling cata-
cysm in the annals of Jewish history! These have been years of
conflict and disaster,-but-they-have alsd beeg i pitmse amil creative
years. Nearly four i
that time, and wen&?\mz -ﬁ 2

oy

to you who are about to
!al s

o one of you -
the prophet Joel. For' .
vision in the days 1o e i, Lhere is yet a vision
for the appointed ¢ e. IF it Tarry, wait for it
For it will surcly come." There is every for you to look forwa
confidéntly into the future .- to see visions of beuer things 1o mmv,g
to plan and build with alﬁh: ardor of your lives bridges ingo 1t
future athwart impassable Bulls for the eager feet of men, and ladders
bewwixt heaven and earth, The days 1o come will surpass all  the
achievements and the grandeurs of the past.

You are enering not quict or reposeful times, nor ¥EU stagmant

5 yei room [or

vexations which you will inevitably experience
in your fareers— bor no human life and certainly no worthy haman
profession can escape them = 1 feel that your lot has fallen in pleisane
places, and that you will have reason to be content with your

._h.

I mes, but great u'n% of new plowing and sowing, You are entering
/_F—F:m[enim which will enable you to render great service, In spite
of the bafflements and i



portion in life, Habalim naflu Ii ban'imim, af nahalat shafrah algy].

You are adding your names to the vole of a goodly company o
men who, through the ages, dedicated their lives 10 a service which
was worthy of their lile's dedication. With your endowment and train-
Jyou may move forward bergmgh, intrepidly and in high spirits
to the tasks and opportunities of the coming years, like *thase that
go their own gait, evect, stepping with [reedom and command, leading,
not following.” Go forth, dear young colleagues, possessed of yourg !
selves, upbracing your fellowfnen, instructing, and learning  from
those whom you instruct, humble yet fortified in confidence and sclf=
citeem. You will be nobly rewarded in ways in which God rewards
His chosen ones. You will find freedom in His service and dignity in
walking humbly with Him, and the bread of life will be yours and
the winc of the spirit, as you help to build His Kingdom. There will
be a goadly harvest, and you will be content.
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