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ABSTRACT or .lDIJmSS or IR. ABEil HILIEL SILVER 
AT OPEHitll mNNER OF JEWISH WELFARE FUND, 
TUE:SDAY I APRIL 29, 1952, HOTEL CARTER 

• must stand by the State ot Israel bemuse maJ'\Y or its present crushing burdens 

are those which • ourselves placed upon its shoulders. It is we and Diaspora Jewry 

generally who eent 675,ooo, mostly penniless iJllnigranta, many or ti..m aged and maJlV 

more dependent, in tour short years, to the shores ot Israel, arrl asked the goverllllent 

or Israel to receive them, care tor them, rehabilit te them and give them permanent 

homes and opportunities torlivelihood. The state of Israel eagerly welcomed them, but 

at what staggering cost to iti,eU' in terms or lowering the standard of living for its 

people, in terms ot austerities, of shortages ot tood and the necessities or lite, ot 

rationing, of infi.ation, ot overcrowding, or tensions and strains am the ever- aert. 

menace or economic disaster. Econonti.cally, they now find themselves in a grim Valley 

Forp. Are we really tree to diaengag9 oureelvee or responsibility for the burden 

which we placed upon the State? Would our 98nse of Jewish solidarity and the high 

ethical mandates ot our history pemd.t it? 

Our own beloved country, the united Sta s ot rica , has industriously sought 

out allies in every part or the orld and has poured out vast substance to strengthen 

them in ord r to cement a firm union with them tor a common < tense. As taxpayers, we 

American Jews have contributed out ot our resources not insignificantly to the bil­

lions which our government bas paid out in aid, gr nts am subeidiee to buttress the 

economies ot many nations, large and small. It, in addition, the Jews ot America c n­

tribute ollt ot their 1batance and generosity addi ti nally to the econadc strengthen­

ing ot the State ot Israel, the 110st progres ive and dependable democratic state 1n 

the aost strategic area in the world today, - i£ they reentorce a state who surrlnl 

is Yital to th cau e or the tree world, are a not performing patriotic duty and 

serving the best interests ot our country? 

It should not be overlooked that in its present financial etraite, Israel i no 

difterent from other nat:!.ons, some ot them mucll greater, older and richer - areat 

Britain, tor exmnple, and France and Italy. Th.,- all find themNlfta in grave economic 
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distress, and they have turned tor help not once but many times in recent years, and 

again thie year, to the United states. In the five-year period between 1945-1950, 01r 

government extended to foreign countrie a nearl7 19 billion dolla rs in grants and lOf 

billions 110re in credits. 

Nor is the econallic histor,- of Israel different trom the history ot our own coun­

try at the time of its founding. Our country had to pass through many years or the 

most eerious economic d.U'ticulties and dangers. 

Sllch is the history of all countries who had to pass through the rugged stages 

ot pioneering days or the upheavals ot wars and revolutions. Why some or us expected 

that the new state or Israel would be spared these inevitable experience• has alwaya 

been a mystery to • • • 

As rapidly, bowe"fer, ns the country, through its expanding industry, trade, com­

merce and agriculture, nsaches a point of conald. c Rfety and balance, just so rapidly 

will the need or outside aid in the form of c&m1:>ai~a subside . The ci tisens of Israel 

and their goTerl'IDent nre stnining their e..ery , working ld. th heart and brain 

under a nigh intolerable strain am stress to aet their house in order, and to maka 

their country Nlt-11Ustaining as quickly as possible. 
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