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PRAYER FOR GVIDANtf ~ 
,, 1, - I 7 11 / ... ,.,,, 

Rabbi Silver Asks 
Blessing on Throng 

BY RABBI ABBA HILLEL SILVER 
(Invocation D liver d at R publican National Convention) 

"Our kind Father in Heaven, we invoke Thy blessing 
upon the men and women who ar gathered here who have 
been delegated to voice the hopes and needs of millions of 
their fellow citizens whom they repres nt and to take counsel 
togeth r in behalf of our beloved country its democratic 
institutions and con erning the many grave problems which 
beset our people and our world. 

"May Thy pirit r t upon them ------------­
fn their deliberation , the pirit of eallh of humanit 
wisdom and unde1:standing. on- man hall dwell u 
ciou pf their great rcspon ibili- and under h!s fig t;ee 

tie , may they perform their tasks h~ll make him afraid. 
faithfully, in truth, in courage and _Bless the governm~nt of the 
in loyalty. In the heat and turmoil United. talcs of America and all 
of the hour may the vision of the those mto who e hand a~e _en­
larger is ues and the paramount l:usted the afety of ?ur inshtu­
national purpo e not fail them; t1on and the well-bemg of our 
for without vision a people per- people. 
ishes. "Ble America and all who love 

. her, and lab~er behalf jn 
Bountiful Favor mine and Ii factory and 

"Our God and God of our fali,.lier office, in plac s of learning, of 
out of thine open hand bountiful research, of art and of healing. 
favors have come to us, material Make us who are the fortunate 
and spiritual bles ing without heirs of a great pa t the dedi­
number and the manifold gift of cated builders of a greater future 
civil, political and religious liberty. for ourselves and for mankind." 
We are not o self-righteous as to 
assume that these bounties have 
been be towed upon u because or1 
our exceptional merit and virtues

1 

and not because of thine overflow-I 
jng grace. All that we have we owe 
to Thee and unto Thee alone shall 
our hearts bow in humility and 
thanksgiving. 

"We pray that thy lovina hand 
may never be withdrawn from us 
and that we may prove ourselves 
worthy of thine abundant good­
ness. Help us zealou ly t guard 
and reverently to pass on to our 
children the spiritual and political 
heritage o( their forebears unim- · 
paired and undefiled. Help us, oh 1 

God, to keep our heart free from 1 

fear and hate, from intolerance l 
and bigotry and from lo s of faith 
in human equality and brother­
hood. Help us to keep our minds 
unshackled in the quest of truth, 
our speech free and respon ible, 
our institutions strong and uncor­
rupted and our cherished way o( 
life in viol:\ 1c 

-;;;;;on~d to Lead I 
"Father of nations, the genera­

tion o{ rn n come and o before 
Th . Unto each do t thou a sign I 
it pecial ta k and mi ion. In 
thine unfathomable plan thou hast! 
summoned thi nation to world j 
leadership in an age dark with 
confusion, be et with dangers and 
yet alive and ten e with the stir­
rings of great n w beginnings. 
Make u. worthy and , illing in­
trument of thy divin purpos . 

e us for the healing of e na­
tions, oh1 thou ruler of all Jt&Uon . 

e us for justice, for freedom, for 
unity and for peace. Help u to 
move resolutely and unafraid into 
the earching day w h i c h lie 
ahead, relying upon Thee, and 
upon the un en pow r behind all 
v· ible might and drawin our in­
spiration from our own prophetic , I from the imperi hable move• 

ts in our hi tory when we 
tri d a a peopl , tried and 

d in cri i and battl and were 1 
no't found wan tin "· • 

"Guide u in to cc 
or our growing r pon ilit a 
\\ a ume leader ·hip Jn the fcllo v. 
ship of th nation of th world . 
accepting no permanent divi ions 
among them and givincr no cre­
dence to any irrepr ible conflicts. I 

Call for Ble ing 
"Bles the nited ration , and 

all those who seek peace and pur­
sue it. Gird u with that faith 

hich , ill in pire us to eek op­
portunities for unity \\ ith other I 
people in the building of the good 
society, the graciou. common:! 
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