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IN'l'RODUCTI ON 

By Dr. Abba Hillel Silnr 
Rabbi ot Thi Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

students of Jm. sh history will welcome the appearance of an American edition 

ot Paul Oooctman•e lllSTORY or THE JIIS. This co i•, authoritative and very :read­

able volume has passed through eight editions since it first ppeared in 1911, the 

most recent ot which, reviad and enlarged b r Isr&el Cohen, in 1951. It is ti ttirg 

that an American edition should now be issued, and made more readily available to 

the largest Jewish ccmmunity in the world. 

It is ot utmost iaportance tor the preservation both of the Jni sh people and 

ot its faith that the Jew• ot the United states should become better acquainted 

with the past experiences of their people, with the problems which they iaced and 

the manner in which they con.i'ronted them, w1 th th9 techniques ror surrlftl which 

they evolTed ae well as With their contributions to the progress ot mankind. ror 

the major responsibility tor carry-lng on the burd n of their people's proud heri­

tage in the Diaspor will trom now on, because or th ir numerical strength &:ld ta­

vorable situation, be theirs. 

Thi American Jewish community is one ot the more recent 8Jllt)ng the Jewish com­

munities or history., albeit the largest £nd by tar the 110st prosp9rous. It has ID&l17 

distinctive features. It is set in a diatinctiw enrlronment. Nevertheless, its 

experiences are not entireq unique. Its organizational structure has precedents• 

and its problema ot survival are not without parallel in Jewish history. It would, 

therefore., be wise on the part ot American Jerrs to take into account the experiences 

ot other Jewish colllllUIU.ties in the long past, and to consider well the years ot ma117 

generations. 

In the past, centers ot Jewish life shirted trom one part of the world to an­

other. At time•, NYeral important center• exiated rillultaneouely. In our day' w 

aaw the oldest and noblest centers ot Jewish lite in Bu.rope practica~ destroyed. 
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Pron.dentially• two other centers are rising today ani are growing in strength and 

signiticanoe - the national center in Israel, and the Diaspora' r.enter in the United 

States. 

The American Jewish co11111unity ans it to itaelt and to history to mobilize its 

spiritual reeourcea tor carrying on the historic work ot Judaism. It will have to 

find these resources in tba tuture large'.q w1 thin iteelt. It will no longer be 

able to live on borrowing. It can no longer expect its spiritual and cultural pro­

Visions tc come to it from the Old World. Old World Jetf'r1 no longer exists as a 

provisioning center. American Jf!!ff7 will hav tJO prepare its own victual • JPol'­

tunately, it seems to be a law of Jewi~h existence that the •turning c1mm ot one 

lamp abraya rneua another burning". 

American Jft'llr'J is not altogether unprepared or mwqui.pped tor thie take 

American Jfl'l/ley is organized, perhaps oYe:r-organised. It possesses it not a sutti-

ciant, st least not a meager quota ot synago 

inariea, and eocial agencies. Kore are in the proce • of building. American Jewa 

have also de1110nstnrted a fine eense ot solidarity and loyalty, particularly in the 

recent desperate years when unpn,cedented diaaeters snpt over their tell.ow Jews 

in Europe and when the historic challenge reached them to assist n the restoration 

of the state ct Israel. Their reactions were those ot a sound and health7 organi-. 

hour did not n.nd them a mnsll people. All this is good building material 

tor the tuture, and encourages the hope that these .tine qualities will be utllised 

tC'r the spirit1~al and c1Jltural tattke ot toaorraw which will mean a wort~ and 1'ruit­

tul career tor this, the largest Jni eh community in history. 

The most reoent chapters ot our history ar9 among the darkest and the bright­

est recorded. The)" tell ot appalling diNster as wll ae ot nd.raculou• resurpnoa. 

The tragic 8to17 o.t the raTap and danstation ot the European Jewiah c01111U11it.iea 

and the iaolation and nigh-total eclip• ot Ruaaian Jewr, stand in alao.t parallel 
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columns alongside ot the glorious story ot the rebirth ot the state c-t Israel, the 

Hebraic renaiesanoe, the remarkable growth ot the Jewiah camnnmitiee in the western 

Helliephere, and the strong recoil trom wakneaa to strength aqywbere. The moat 

pm,ertul torces converged to destroy th Jewish ople in recent years, and the7 

took trighttul toll, rut the Jewish people bas again emerged tran thl deep ahadawe 

am has resumed 1 ta D\Aroh through history. IIUch or the story or that march ot des­

tiny will in the indeterminate tuture be recorded by the ~Tewish c01J1m.unity ot th(­

united States. 

There is ground for confidence, not only becau ot 1 t preeent ~r ound­

neee, but also because ot the American democratic milieu in which it, will continue 

to move and have its being. It is a friendly nJ stimulating environment. There 

is a strong concordance between the spiritual and ethical traditions ot the two 

peopl s. The Founding Fathers ot the American Re™blic, and many before them who 

eetabli~hed colonies on the shore~ ot the ew orld re greatly in,~uenoed by the 

heroic ideals ot human :freedom and human equalit ot the Hebrew Scriptures. Their 

nae lt-erldent truths•, thair dogma ot inalienable hum1tn rights, tha doctrine that 

"resistance to tyrants is obedience to God" , are key ideas ot the Bible, and 1 t wu 

the Bible that gave poll ti.cal aanction to their poll ti.cal revolution. Th••• ideas 

have never been nting in Am rican life trom 1 ts inception to thi cta.y. They M'Ve 

constituted the elaeeic elements which have giTen uniqueness nd distinction to the 

American way or lite. The:,, have passed through ma07 criees, including the world­

wide crieee ot Fasci-., Ha•i• and Communi•, and haTe 11Uff1Ted. 

The Jewish community .tinde iteelt in the ld.det o.t a people which tor a hundred 

and eeventy-tive yeara has •intained a gonrnment, built on the toundatione ot hu­

man righta and on con•nt, not constraint. Th• American genius etri qa to achiew 

the beet posaibl• wa:y ot lite for the largeat possible nuaber ot oitisene through 

their own voluntary enterpri••• through trN xperlmentation• and step by nep 
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through the evolutionar,y processes ot trial and error. It rejects all J)N!!er• 

ot ready-made millenilllls at the spearpoint ot revolution ~nd dir.tatorship, and it 

ha 91.1cc eded in avoiding the horrors ot purges and liquidations, ot terrori• and 

expropriation, ot espionage and slavery» !rem which the Jewish minority has sut­

ter.d so catastrophically in recent years. 

Amlrrioan life possesses the grace of tolerance. Th American people is a 

compoaite people. Many races shared in th-J disco ery, expl,,ration, colonization 

and develc,pnent ot this great c-:>untry. It is a nation made up .trom ita Vi ry in­

ception alJIO t entireq of immigrants. Aloorican lite is a mosaic 1n which maey 

people3 o! varying background h e found co o n a uni.tied pattern. spite 

ocoaaional and, at times, aerious 1 ~ees, ther has preftiled a wholesome attitude 

ot good will, tc,leranca and coo.eration ong th Am rican ople. 

It 1• in the midst or such a people, don d nth such kindred and accordant 

tra~ tio. 1s and insti 'tu.ti on , that the JewiF-h co 

in t,he ruture. The Jews or t.ne Un:1:ted States 

position, nol" are they unmindful or the challen 

ity _11 11.ve, grow and deve op 

o unaware or their ta't'Orabl 

to worthy and loyal puticipat~on 

inherent in it. They have already made signiticant nd ub~tantial contribution■ 

to the social and cultur 1 progress or America, to its economic dewlopment_ and 

it■ military d tense. 

The fiw million Jews or the united sta.t•e have also giTen clear indication 

that they are wanting neither in loyalty to Judaism and world Jewry, nor in y,ener­

cru, support o tha r etabllshed State or Isra 1. Ther is, or course, much that 

needs to be done by them to achieve a tull and ere tive Jewi h life and to 1ns\ire 

aunival, but "they may rest in trust becau there i hope.• 

Karch 26, 1952. 




