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ON THE THRESH OLD OF THE FOURTH CENTURY 

Address Delivered at the Biennial Convention 
of the 

UNION OF AMERI atN HEBRE.. CONGREGATIONS 
New York City, April 21, 1953 

By Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 

The rabbis say that when Jacob summoned his sons and said, "Gather yourselves 

together and I will tell you what shall befall you in the days to come," the spirit 

of prophecy departed from him. 

No one can foretell a people's future . . . no one can know whose hand will draw 

the threads of the future on the loom of time or what the pattern vrill be. Fifty 

years ago no one could have forosecn the practical disappearance of European Je,,.,ry. 

One hundred sixty years ago no one could have for.etol that in the U. s. there 

would arise the largest Jewish Community in history. At best we can project our 

hopes on the basis of our present knowledge and draw reasonable inferences from 

perceptible trends. The question to which I would like to address myself is, can 

we think hopefully of the next century as Jews, a s Americans, as members of the 

human family? I believe that we can. I believe that we have every right to do 

so, though we cannot be dogmatic about it; for progress is neither guaranteed nor 

automatic; nor can we ignore the fact that time and again the unforeseen and un­

predictable in history have upset all man's most careful calculations. 

I believe that the age in which we live is a great age and that we are moving 

towards an even greater age, I believe that our present age is one of the great­

est in human history. I had occasion recently to address the American College of 

Physicians on the subject, "American Leadership in the World Today", and I express­

ed the thought that we are too near our times properly to appraise them. One re­

quires distance in order to see great objects in their proper perspective. '.'e our­

selves are too much involved in the turmoil, the fears, and the conflicts of our 

day to see objectively the amazing new pattern of life which is emerging. 

Many people are quick to describe our age as materialistic, as lacking in 

idealism, in aim and purpose, an age of breakdown and disintegration. 
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There are very few people who see this age of ours as a great age. I am per­

suaded that it!!_ a truly great age. Historic events, great in amplitude and con­

sequence, are coming to pass in our day. I am not thinking at the moment of the 

new worlds which science is continually disclosing, the new insights into the 

nature of matter and energy, the new sources of power and vrealth, the new methods 

of production, distribution, transportation and conununication. I am not referring 

to the amazing progress in the medical sciences which has so markedly improved the 

health of the human race and increased the average length of life, nor to the mar­

vels of engineering and the miracles of construction. 

In characterizing our age as great, I am thinking in terms of social progress 

and welfare, in terms of human advancement and civilization. More is being done 

in our day for the improvement of the conditions or the oomman man, for the rais­

ing of his standard of living, his health, his education, and for his protection 

against the disabilities of sickness, unemployment and old age, than in any gener-

J ation, than in any five generations in the past. Never were more determined ef­

forts being made to bring about a fairer sharing of the wealth that is produced 

and a better way of life for all. 

Never have the submerged races and peoples of the earth risen as they have 

risen in our day to demand and to achieve, as they have to a large measure achieved, 

freedom and self-determination. v-1 thin the last seven years one-fourth of the 

earth's population - more than five hundred million non-self-governing people -

have obtained their political freedom. Imperialism and colonialism are in their 

death-throes. Backward peoples are pressing forward into the light of a new day, 

and the exploitation of the dark races of the earth is rapidly drawing to a close. 

··hat we are witnessing in our day, if we have eyes not only to see things, but 

to see into the heart of things, is not social disintegration, but a radical new 

reintegration of humanity, a profound change in the social evolution of man, a 

change not free, of course, from dangers - for there is no progress without danger -

but one of boundless and immeasurable potentialities. 
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I do not wish to overdraw the picture. I am not suggesting that our age is ap­

proaching idyllic perfection, or that the millenium is just around the corner. 

The important thing to consider is not vrhether we are on the eve of the mill­

enium, but whether the major trends of our age are in the direction of the hoped­

for good society, or away from it. Is our age trying to eradicate poverty and 

illiteracy and to raise the standard of living of people, regardless of race or 

color or creed? Is it tr3ing to satisfy the legitimate aspirations of peoples to 

national freedom and independence? Is it trying to organize the world for peace 

and for international cooperation? I believe that in all these major trends, our 

age has given welcome evidence of great dete.rmination and of considerable progress. 

It is moving purposefully in the right direction - the abolition of war, the re­

duction of poverty, and the elimination of racial inequality. These are the three 

major trends of our century, and they are the major trends both in the East and 

the West, in the C.Ommunist as well as in the non-Communist world. .~bat is tear­

ing these worlds apart is a difference not of i deology or objective, but of method. 

Ours is a great age, and I believe we are enter ing into an ever greater age. 

The wave of the future, the true direction of man's pilgrimage and destiny may be, 

from time to time, th~~rted and opposed, dammed up, as it were, and obstructed, 

drawn off and retarded, but it cannot be permanently estopped. 

In our day this moral forward thrust of man has encountered the stubborn and 

insolent resistance of materialism, of Nazism, of Fascism and of Communist dictator­

ship. These have violently resisted the spiritual aspirations which constitute 

mankind's wave of the future. They put shackles on man, even when they promised 

him larger freedoms. They divided and stratified men, even when they prated about 

a classless society. They fomented war even when they preaclled peace. But the on­

moving tides of man's spirit, fathoms deep and irresistible have now swept over the 

shattered ruins of some of these sinister aberrations and dark conspiracies of the 

rebels against light - though they have not as yet entirely obliterated them. And 

the tides are now whirling around the bastions of the remaining dictatorships of 
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the earth. They will surely succumb. They cannot, in the long run, win in the 

contest for man 1s heart and man•s loyalties. Man has struggled through the long, 

weary centuries to free himself from the bondage of nature. He vlill not volun­

tarily and for long submit to the bondage of man. Neither dictatorship nor rac­

ialism nor statism nor militarism can or will command the fortunes of the human 

race. They represent the sunk wreckage of the past which the storms of our day 

have dredged up again from the bottom of their buried depths and have set them 

afloat again dangerously along the ship lanes of the world. 

The coming age will be a great age for America. The next hundred years at 

least seem likely to be knovm, I believe, as the "American Century," in the same 

sense as the 19th century was "The Century of Great Britain." Destiny has singled 

out our beloved country, the foremost democracy on earth, to give leadership to 

the world and to lead mankind out of the grave social, political and economic pre­

dicament in which it finds itself. I believe that American leadership will prove 

itself equal to the challenf;e, if it will take counsel of faith and not of fear, 

and if it vtill be guided by the prophetic insi;11ts and the wide perspectives of 

the Founding Fathers of this Republic. 

I believe that our age will find the formula of toleration which will enable 

the many evolving and the fluid forms of capitalism and socialism to work out 

their destinies in the one world in which we live. They may be irreconcilable 

in theory; they need not be in practice. 

America vtill lead in finding the ,ray. The way is not that of a global arma­

ment race which will impoverish the peoples of the earth - ourselves included -

and end as such races always end - in the catastrophe of war. The way is rather 

that of conference, of courageous diplomacy, of giving urgent leadership in the 

United Nations to a program of speedy and balanced reduction of armament and help 

to the backward peoples of the earth. 

To this kind of leadership the world will respond; a leadership which does not 

vait on the occasion but makes it, which is prepared to take calculated risks for 
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peace, which is eager for negotiation and conference to settle all issues which en­

danger the peace of the world; a leadership which exerts sincere and unremitting 

pressure for limitation of armaments and the lifting of the crushing military bur­

dens .from the backs of the peoples of the earth; a leadership which aggressively 

plans for world-wide cooperation to help and guide the backward and impoverished 

peoples to higher levels of agricultural and industrial development, of well-being, 

health and education; a leadership which seeks the liberation of all dominated, 

colonial peoples and extends .friendly help to them in adjusting themselves to 

their new way of life; this kind of leadership, which is not dictation, which is 

not imposed by our wealth and power, which is not enmeshed and hampered by commit­

ments to the imperial interests of colonial empires and which novrs naturally from 

the head-waters of our great liberal traditions and history, is sure to re-kindle 

the hopes of the world. 

I believe that the American people will earnestly strive to be worthy of the 

challenge and opportunities of the American Oantury. 

And I believe, too, that it will be a great age for American Jewry if the 

catastrophe of war does not shatter its security and life. As a minority, we are 

helpless against the ravages of hate and demagoguery which war and economic de­

pressions unleash. 

But given peace and economic stability, the American Jewish community will 

move forward and develop. It will expand its cultural and religious life and 

institutions, and will make worthy contributions to the total life of America. 

The last JOO years are warrant for it. Our beginnings here were humble - as 

were the beginnings of all peoples who came to these shores, Steadily through 

the years, and more rapidly in the last three-quarters of a century, our numbers 

increased and we shared eagerly and grate.fully in the growine and evolving life 

of America. Our people became in outlook, in confidence, in hopefulness, true 

children of the Nev, Forld, and in service and devotion, loyal and proud citizens 

of the United States. They served it patriotically in peace and in war. They 
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made creditable contributions to its material prosperity, to its political and 

social progress, its democratic institutions, to labor and industry, to its arts, 

science, literature and music. They supnorted generously all the philanthropic 

and social agencies and institutions of their communities - Jewish and non-Jewish 

alike. They have been not an unworthy or unimportant part of the colorful, unique 

and noble mosaic pattern which is America. 

Nor have they ignored or forgotten their own religious heritage. They remain­

ed faithful to it. Upon the shores of the new land they build their synagogues, 

their schools and their institutions of learning and philanthropy which have al­

ways embodied the ethical ideals and the way of life of our people. They did not 

isolate themselves from the lot of their fellow-Jews in other parts of the world, 

They remained bound to them in fraternal solitude. They helped them in their need~ , 

They came to their defense when attacked. They poured out their generosity when 

tragedy overtook them. They rallied to the task of building the State of Israel 

when the historic moment arrived, and they have under gi r ded it with their support 

and unflagging interest since then. 

I/ If the American Jews of the coming decades will carry on uninterruptedly and 

with wisdom and discrimination, putting first things first, and accentuating the 

positive and indispensable enterprises of Jewish life, they will make the numeri­

cally largest Jewish community in the vrorld also one of the greatest in terms of 

faith, culture and scholarship. \\·e are in the growth-stage of our history here, 

"a fruitful bough by a spring." Religion is likely to become more and not less 

a vital part of the American culture, as science frees itself more and more from 

its mechanistic incantations and dogmas and as democracy is compelled in its strug­

gle for survival against materialistic forms of dictatorship to return more and 

more to its spiritual origins and sanctions. American Judaism will not find it­

self in a religiously negative environment and it will react accordingly. )/ 

What may endanger our Jewish future here is not conscious escapism or deliber­

' ate assimilationist tendencies such as characterized Jewish c01111JUnities elsewhere 
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and at other times. Rather, a too facile adaptibility, an unconscious drift and 

a carefree relaxation of all disciplines - not out of conviction but out of sheer 

indifference - such as belonging to synagogues but not attending them, or sending 

children to schools which are so limited as to time that they cannot really give 

them an adequate Jevlish education, or in very many instances, not giving them any 

instruction at all, or emptying our homes of all Jewish content. 

No religion is vrorth its salt which does not make great demands upon its ad­

herents. The greatest enthusiasm was always engendered by faiths which called for 

the greatest sacrifices on the part of their devotees who received in return great 

compensations and satisfactions whid1 their souls desired. According to our tradi­

tion, increased merit and worth v,ere bestowed upon Israel through the very abund­

ance of the 

(next page) 
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oonmandmsnta whiohi.•re given to it. Too • many of our people want an easy-goi~ 

religion, one whichcbes not interfere vath their leisure, their sleep, or their 

television, whioh calls for no study and no observance, which does not challenge 

or d·isturb them, a religion wtthout any spiritual travail, without any stab of 

thought or oonsoienoe, without any saorifioes, the religion of a self-pampering 

people. No religion has ever survived in that kind of an emotional and intellec­

tual vaouum, Judaism least of all. 

It is a great virtue in our people that they a re generous in heart--oharitable 

and responsive to all human need and suffering. It is a noble tradition of Israel 

and a byproduct of a religion whioh, foremost among all the religions of mankind, 

made charity and lovingkindness central in its code of human conduct. But Judaism 

is muoh more charity, and the charitable impulse alone will not preserve our faith 

and our people. "This Book of the Law sha 11 not depart out of your mouth, but you 

shall mediate on it day and night, that you may be careful to ~.acoording to all 

that is written in it; for tmn you shall make your way prosperous, and then you 

shall have ~cod success." No Jewish oommunity eve r survived for long whioh did 

not oultivate Jewish learning and study and whioh did not cultivate the prescribed 

way of Jewish life, at least in its essentials. 

It is not enough to pay lip service to religion. This is now very fashionable 

and patriotic, and highly endorsed politically in democratic oountires as part of 

the over-all strategy in the oold war. But religion is not political strategy. 

It is a man's humble way to God. It is intended primarily not for others but for 

one~ eelf. It is a personal quest and a consecration. It is a form of voluntary 

bondage for freedom• s sake, a self-imposed discipline for greater sptritual effici­

ency. We must work at our religion to have it work for us. 

It is not even enough for Jews to erect beautiful synagogues and centers. They 

are necessary md important -- and when v~ build them, it is only proper that their 

architeoture should embody beauty and utility. But edifices have meaning only if 

iri.thin their preoincts men and women are inspired and instructed in the ways of 



perscnu piety, religious study and the quest , of God and the ~ood life. This 

is the true measure of their suooess, They are then the living shrines of a liv­

ing faith, Otherwise they are only sad memorials to a ~lory that is departing, 

and to dying embers upon forsaken altars. 

What we should fear most in the rise of a generation of prosperous Jews who 

have no spiritual anchorage, or the growth of a generation of o lever, rest) eae : 

Jews or quiok ferment and high voltage, rooted in no religious tradition, reverent 

of no moral code, ignorant of all Jewish learning and held to social responsibility 

by no inner spiritual restraint, who will range and bluster all over the American 

soene from literature and art to politics and government and will commit their 

fellow Jews in the eyes of ·tm Arrerican people. Such floating mines are a danger 

to any people but espaoially to a minority ~roup. 

If Amerioan Jewry of tomorrow will restore what has become peripheral in our 

life, to the center a~ain-- the synagogue, the sohool, the academy and the re­

ligious disciplines of Judiasm--if it will recapture the wisdom of our ancient 

teachers who admonished us "Talmud Torah kneged kulom" -- the study of the Torah 

outweighs all other commandments for it leads directly to them all -- then American 

Jewry is destined to enjoy a resplendent oentury of spiritual growth in this gra­

cious land. 

{ The lay leaders of American Jewry have really not settled on the true nature 

of the American Jewish community, what they believe it to be, what they want it 

to be, Somewhere there is a confusing and stultifying inner contradiction. They 

contend that it is a religious community, always has been and must so remain, but 

they aot as if it were a secular community whose ohief, if not exclusive, oonoern, 

~.philanthropy and defense strategy. Their national organizations, their national 

publications, their national oonvooationa, their energies and their budgets are 

only remotely related to religion. 
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The sctope of the American synagogue may broaden in t he years to come. It 

will respond to new initiati•es. It may make new adjustments to meet new needs 

and will profit from new insights. It may coma to include, as indeed it already 

has in some instances, psychiatry and other forms of guidance and helpfulness. 

It may gain in unity as the sharp edges of denominational distinctions are worn 

away by time 'e.ithough I rail to see the advantage of bringing everybody under one 

umbrella, Its idiom and emphasis may change but the core of its faith, I am sure, 

will remain unchanged, for it is timeless and changeless -- the belief that there 

is a God indwelling in all nature, and yet transcending it, near to man in all 

his needs and yet beyond man's comprehension; that man is fashioned out of the 

earth but is nevertheless made in the spiritual image of God; that bound as he 

is by his physical and mental limitations, he is nevertheless unbounded in 'his 

\. moral aspirations and is free to determine his o~m spiritual progress; that both 

body and soul are of God and that the whole of man -- body. mind and soul -- is 

sacred; that all men are equal in their essential humanity, and that there is but 

one moral law for all; that life is ~ood and is a gracious gift of God; and that 

the evil whioh exists in the world can, in large measure, be overcome and in the 

overcoming or it lies the very meaning and adventure of human life; that progress 

is real even if not uninterrupted; that a golden age of universal justice, 

brotherhood a.nd peace awaits the human rao~ and oan be hastened by the efforts 

J of the human raoe and that man's spiritual oonoern should be primarily with 

life this side of the grave since "the hidden things belong to God but the thjngs 

that are revealed belong to us and to our children." 

With euoh a faith vre oan spread vdde our adventuring eaila and plov, resolutely 

into the surge and thunder of our unpredictable Odyssey, confident that our hi ~h 

hopes will, from time to time, find their blessed anchorage in some harbor of 

our hearts• desire. 
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We owe it to ourselves and to our people, we J ~.vs of America, the most favored 

and fortunate of all world Jewry, to take over the glory and burden of our heri­

tage now that the Jewish communities of Europe no longer exist as vital and cre­

ative centers. All through the 19th Century we were the hinterland of European 

Jewry. Today we are the heartland of the entire Jewish Diaspora, Ours is now 

the mandate, the challenge and the opportunity. vVho knows whether we have not 

come to our high estate just for suoh a time as this\ 

A great century also awaits the newly-established 2tate of Israel, whose fifth 

anniversary is being celebrated this week. Here, too, I build my hope on a oon­

tinuing peaoe. Given peace, the amazing energy of its people which has so mirac­

ulously transformed that oountry in a few years will continue unabated, for it 

is the stored-up energy and hopes of centuries, Already close to a million and 

a half Jews live in Israel and it seems destined to become, next to the United 

States, the largest oenter of Je~ve :i.n the world, and its most important oultural 

center, Many grave problems confront the new state•- political, economic and 

social -- but knowing their drive and dynamism, their pride and devotion, I am 

confident that they will solve them -- with our help and the assistance of their 

fellow-Jews throughout the world • 

And if history is any guide Israel will not remain just another small Levan­

tine state on the shores of the Eastern Mediterranean. Greatness ,.vill come from 

it -- cultural, spiritual, soientifio -- as greatness came from that little land/ ce 

before, Disraeli wrote somewhere: "All great things have been done by little 

nations," This certainly holds true of Judea and Greece. It would be surprising 

indeed if the returnings ams and daughters of our people, many of them so gener­

ously dowered with talent and some with genius, so eager for expression, so long 

auppressed, so determined to vindicate themselves and their people and reply ·rrith 

greatness of mind and spirit to the aspersions and oruelty of their peraeoutors, 

will not produce in course or time, in the exoiting and stimulating environment 
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( ot Erets Israel, where every history-mantled hill and valley speaks of ancient 
I, 

I 

glory and of the imperishable achievements of their anoestors -- things of 

beauty, truth and insight, rare and precious, which will again astound the 

world. 

e shall eagerly watch and earnestly pray for the progress of Israel. ~e 

shall continue our cooperation with it in every way. Vie can give much to it. 

It oan, and has already, given much to us. It has much to learn and so have 

we. It will have much to teach us, and so will we. Its people will have need 

of Judaism and of its religious disciplines as muoh as we. Nationalism is no 

substitute for religion whether for the people of Israel, or the United States, 

, or any other people. 

And so, I build m.y prospects for the coming century on hope and greatness. 

It will not be a century of full serenity. It will not be all Utopia, and our 

professional anti-defamationists and publio relationists will still find much 

work to do, for the age of universal good-will probably will not be fully con­

summated in the next one hundred years. But it oan be a glorious oentury for 

humanity, for America, and for our people and our faith, if we try to make it 

so. There is no determinism in human history. Man's spiritual as well as his 

intellectual progress is conditioned by man's own initiative and strength of 

purpose. The most common word in the ethioal oassages of S9riptures is the 

word "IM" - "if." "If you return, 0 Israel, .!,! you do not waver ••• then 

nations will bless themselves in you ••• " "If you will hearken unto my voioe ..• " -
"It you will obey my commandments ••• " Man alone must give the answer. The -
tools are here. The opportunities are great; the rewards are many. The Kingdom 

of God awaits only faithful and resolute men to build it. 

---
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On the Threshold 
of the Fourth Century 

I FEEL doubly honored to ha e been 
invited to addre the Golden Anni­

er ar Meeting of the le\'eland J ewi h 
Community Federation an th 22nd 
General A embly of the Council of 
J ewi h Federation and \ If re u d . 

For nearly 36 year 1 ha e had the 
opportunity to ob er e the work f he 
Cleveland Federation and to participate 
from time to time in it manifold a .. ivi­
tie . I knm of the important and leci. • ve 
contribution , hich it ha made to the 
life of our communit , of the man ocial 
and educational agencie whi h it ha fo -
tered and supported, and of the trainin 
of men and women in communit leader-
hip and respon ibilit , and in intellifTent 

and generous giving to meet the need · 
of our people locall nationall and 
throughout the world. Iuch ha be n 
done well done. Much remain to be 
done. 

I have al o had the opportunity to ob­
serve the work of the Council of J ewi h 
Federations and Welfare Fund on the 
American scene. I was present at it 
founding and have, throu h the ear 

followed , ith the clo est interest the 
work '\l hich it ha been doing • n the field 
of organizin and coordinatino- the phil­
an hropical activitie of American J e, i h 
c mum 1 and in givino- them o-uidance 
and dir tion. The Council too i to be 
on ra ulated upon a major contribution 

to American Je, i h life. It too ha 
a hie ed much. l\1uch yet remain to be 
achieved. 

Inasmuch a the American J e '-'i h 
communit i preparing to celebrate the 
ter entenar of it foundin , I ha e been 
a ked to peak on the pro pect for the 
future of thi great community and of 
the ta . l,.. , hich lie ahead. 

THE R BBi ay that , hen Jacob 
ummoned hi on and aid, "Gather 

our el e together and I , ill tell you 
what hall befall you in the days to 
come," the pirit of prophec departed 
from him. 

o one can foretell a people' future 
. no one can know , ho e hand , ill 

dra,v the thread of the future on the 
loom of time or what the pattern will be. 



Fifty ear a o n on ould ha f r -

een the practi al di appearance of Euro­

pean Jewry. One hundred year ag no 

one could ha e foretold that in the 

there \ ould ari e the large t J e, i h com­

munity in hi tory. At be t we can project 

our hope on th ba i of our pre.ent 

kno\\ led e and draw rea onable inf r­

ence from per eptible trend . The que ·­

tion to ,vhich I would like to addre m ·-

elf i , can we think hopefully of the n t 

century a Jew , a American·, a m m­

ber of the human family-for the are 

all inter-related. I believe that , can. I 
believe that \\·e have every right to d 

though we canno be do 0 matic about it; 

for progre i • nei her guaranteed n r 

automatic; nor an we i,.,.nore the fact 

that time and again the unfore e n and 

unpredi table in hi tory haYe up.et a!l 

man careful al ulation . 

I belieYe that the age in vhich , ·e live 

i a great aa and that we are mo in 

to, ard an e en greater ag . I believe 

that our pre ent a e i one of th reate t 

in human hi ·tory. , e ar too near our 

time proper! r to apprai e hem. One r -

quire di tance in order to ee great b­

ject in their pr p r per pecti e. W our-

el e are too much involved in the tur­

moil and the confli t of our da to . ee 

objecti ely the amazing new pa terr u. 

life which i emer ing. 

lany people are qui k t de ·ri 

a ea mat riali ti a lachn in idcali m, 

in aim and purpo an age of breal dmn1 

and di ·integration. 

There ar ver few people , ho ,ee 

thi · age of our a a reat a e. I am p r­

uaded that it i a trul great a . Hi ·-
t ric event r at in amplitud and 

on equence, are ming to pa in our 

day. I am not thinking at the moment of 

the new world , hich science i con­

tinually di clo ing, the new in i ht into 

th natur o 1 1att r an<l n r y, th ne,, 

ource of po, er and w alth, th new 

method · of produ ti n, di tribution, 

tran portation and c mmuni ation. I am 

not referrin.,. to th amazing progre m 

the m dical ien e which ha · mark­

edl improved the health f th hum n 

race and in rea ed the av ra len th of 

life, n r to the mar el f ngin erin 

and th miracle of con tru tion. 

I haract rizing our a.,. a gr at, 

am thinkin(T in t rm of ial pr rt 

and , elfare in term of human advan • -

men and i,·ilization. f re i b ·inh 

done in our day for th impr vem n of 

tl e ondition f the c mmon man, for 

the rai ing of hi tandard of living, hi· 

health, hi educati n, and for hi rot c­

tion again·t th di abiliti of i kn ·, 

unemployment and old a re, than in any 

eneration, than an , five neration. in 

the p, t. ver were rnor de ermined 

effort m <le o bring about a fairer . har­

, ealth that i., produ d and a 

·ay of life for all. 

... e ·er ha ·e th ubmer ed race- and 

pe ple of the earth ri n a hey hav 

ri en in our da to demand and t achie , 

a th have to a large mea ure achie d, 

freedom and elf-determination. v ithin 

the la t eight ear one-fourth of th 

earth p pulation-more than five hun­

dred million non- elf-go erning people­

ha e obtained their politi al fre dom. 

Imp riali m and coloniali m are in heir 

death-throe . Badrn:ard peopl are pre ·~ 

ing f r 1ard into the li ht of a new day 

and the e ploitation of the dark race of 

the earth i rapidl drawing t a cl e. 

\ hat we are , itne in. in our da ·, if 

,ve ha e ye not only to ee thing , but 

!11:o to ce • nto the heart of thing i not 

. ocial d. integration, but a radical n ~ 

reinte ration of humanity a prof und 

chan e in the ocial evolution of man, a 



·hange not free, of our e, fr m d, n11e1 

-for there i no pro re withou dang r 
-but one f boundle and imm a ·urable 

p tentialities. 

1 do not vi h to o rdraw the pi turc. 

I am not u ge tin<7 that our age i 
approaching id llic p rf H,n or that th 
millenium i ju t ar und th mer. 

THE Ii\IPORT T thin to on­
ider i not , heth r we are on the e\ e 

of the millenium, but , ·hether the major 

tr nd • of our a e are in he directi n o 
the hoped-for o d i ty or awa_ fr m 

it. I our age tr in t radicate pov rty 
and illiteracy and t rai . e the tandard of 
Ii in of people r 7ardle of ra e or 
color or creed? I ~ it t ryin to ati ( th 

legitimate a piration. of people to na­
tional freedom and independence? I it 
tr .. in to organize h world for peqce 
and for international operation? I be­
lieve that in all th~- maj r trend our 
a e ha gi en wel m iden of great 

determination and on id rabl progr 
It i mo in purp full in the ri ht 
direction-the abolition of var the r -
duction of poverty and the elimination 
of racial inequalit_ . The e are the thre 
major trend of ur century, and the are 

the major trend b th in the Ea t and the 
e t in the ommuni t a well a in he 

non-Communi t world. v hat i tearing 
the e world apart i a differen e not of 

ideology or obje tive, but of method. 

Our i a great a T and I belie ·e that 
, e are enterin into an e en greater age. 
The , ave of the future the true direc­

tion of man' pilgrimage and de. tin 
may be, from time to time thwarted and 
oppo ed, damm d up a it were and ob-
tructed, dra, n off and retarded but it 

cannot be permanent! e topped. 

In our day this forward thru t of man 

ha encountered the tubborn and in ol-

ent re i tance of materiali m, of azi m, 
f Fa ci m, and a regard method, of 

Communi t di tatorship. The e have vio­

lently re i ted the piritual a piration 
which con titute mankind' , a e of the 

future. They put hac rle on man, en 

when they promi ed him larger freedom . 
Th divided and tratified men, e en 

when the prated about a cla • le o ietj . 

They fomented var e en , hen they 

preached peace. But the onmoving tide. 
of man pirit fathom deep and irre i t­
ible, haYe now l\,·ept o er the hattered 

ruin of ome f the e ini t r aberra ion 
an<l dark con piracie of the rebel again t 

light-though the ha e not a et en­

tirel obliterated them. And he tide are 

w _" irlin around the ha ·tion of the 
·emainin<Y dictator hip · of the earth. 

T hey will urely ·u umb. They ann t, 

in the I ng run win in the conte · for 

man'· heart and man lo al tie . 1an 
ha. :t uggl d throu h the Ion,,. weary 

cent ·ie o free him elf from the bond-

i nature. He will not oluntarily 
and f Ion ubmit to the bonda e of 
man. T either dictator hip nor raciali m 

nor ati m nor militari m can or will 
ommand th future of the human race. 

They repre cnt the unk ,vreckage of the 

, t ·which the torm of ur da ha e 

dredge up a<?ain from the bottom of 
t 1eir buried depth and ha e :et them 

afl at a1Tain dan 17erou ly upon the ·hip 
lane of the world. 

THE 0 ... 11 GAGE, ill be a great 

age for merica. The ne t hundred 
year at lea t eem like! to be kn01., n I 

be ie\e a, the "American entur. ," in 
th ame en e a the 19th centur , wa 

"The entur • of Great Britain. ' De -

tiny ha ·ingled out our belo ed countr ', 
he foremo t democrac on earth, to ive 

leader hip to the world and o lead man­

Vind out of the ra e, ocial political and 
on mic pr dicament in , hich it find 

I 

I 



I 

it elf. I beli ve that American leader hip 
will pr ·e it elf equal to the challenge, if 
it , •ill take oun el of faith and not of 
fear, and i it will be guided by the 
propheti in ight and the , ide per pec­
tive of the Founding Father of thi 

I epublic. 

I belie e that our age ~ ill find the 
formula of toleration hich ,vill enable 
the man evol ing and the fluid form of 
capitali m and ociali m to work out 
their de tinie in the one world in which 
we live. They may be irreconcilable m 
theor ·; they need not be in practice. 

America will lead in finding the , ·ay. 
'T'he way i not that of a global armament 
race ,vhich will impoverish the people of 
the arth-our ·el e included-and end 
a uch race alwar end-in the cata -
trophe of war. The wa i, rather that o ' 
conference, f courageou diplomacy, f 
~1 m ur ent leader hip in the nited 

~ ation to a pro<Tram of peedy and bal­
anced reduction of armament and the ex­
ten-ion of help to the bach: ard people~ 
f the earth. 

TO thi kind of leadership the , orld 

will re pond; a leader hip which doe 
not wait on the occa ion but make it 
, hich i prepared to take cal ulated ri k­
for peace, , hich i eager for ne tiat10n 
and conference to ettle all i ue which 
endanger the peace of the world; a leader­
::-.hip ·whi h exert incere and unrem • t­
tin pre ure for limitation of armament 
and the lifting of the cru hing military 
hu rdet . from the back of the peopl of 
th earth; a leader hip , hich a,~gre i dy 
plan for world-wide ooperation to hel 
and guide the bacb ard and impo ·er­
i hed peoples to higher levels of agricul­
tural and indu trial development, of well­
being, health and education; a leader hip 
which eek the liberation of aH domi­
nated colonial peoples and e tend 

friendly help o them in aJju ·tin~ th ·m­
el e to their ne, , a of life. 'l hi. ·in l 

of leader hip, which is not die ation, 
hich i: not impo ed by our \\ alth and 

PO\ ·er vhi h i not enme hed and hamp­
ered by commitment to the imp rial i1 -
tere t of colonial mpir s and which 
flow naturally from the hcad-,rnter o 
our grea liberal traditions an<l history, i. 
ure to re-kindle the hope of the w >rld. 

I believe that the merican pcopl will 
earne tly tri ·e to be worthy of the chal­
lenrre and oppor uniti . of th American 

Century. 

And I b lieve, too tha i will he a 
rcat a e for American Jcwq if the 

cata trophe of , ·ar doe n t shat r it. 
~ecurity and life. A a minority, w • arc 

helple again. t the ravag : of hate and 
demagoguery whi h war an<l ·onon 1c 

depre ions unleash. 

But given peace an<l cconomi tahility, 
the American J ewi-h co nmunity will 
mo e f n; ard and de,,elop. I will e. ·­
pand it , cultural and religiou - lif and 
in titutions, and :vill make worthy on­
tributions to the total life of America. 
The la t 300 year are Yrnrrnnt for it. 
Our bcoinninO' here were humble-a: 
were the be innin f all people - who 
came to the·e hore . teadily through he 
year' and more rapidly in t1 e last three­
quarter of a ccn ury ur number in­
crea ed and we . h1recJ eagerly and grate­
fully in the gro\\·ing and evol ·ing 1 • fc of 
_ merica. Our p opl became in outloo1', 
in confidence, in hope:fu nes:, true chil­
dren of the w " orld, and in . ervi e 
and devotion loyd and proud citizen of 
the United State . They served it patri-

tically in peace and in war. They made 
creditable contribution to it · matcri:-tl· 
pro perit , to it political and ,ocial 
pro re it democr~tic in titu ion. , to 
labor and indu trv, to its art:. $Cience, 
literature and m~ ic. They . uppor ed 



generously all the philanthropic and 

social agencies and in titution of their 

comm unities-Jewish and non-J ewi h 

alike. They have been not an unworth 
or unimportant part of the colorful, 
unique and noble mo aic , hi h i 
America. 

Nor have they ignored or forgotten 

their own religious heritage. They re­
mained faithful to it. pon the bore of 
the ne, land the built their ynagogue 
their chools and their institutions of 

learning and philanthropy which ha e 
alwa r embodied the ethical ideal and 

the way of life of our people. They di<l 
not isolate them el c from the lot of 

their fellow-Je-w in other part of the 
world. They remained bound to them in 
fraternal olicitude. They helped them in 

their need. They came to thei def n e 
when attacked. They poured ut their 
genera ity when tragedy overtook them. 

They rallied to the ta k of building the 
State of Israel "·h n the hi. toric moment 
arrived, and the , have undergirded it 

with their support and u Ragging int r­
e t ince then. 

IF THE American Jew of the comin 1 

decade will carr on uninterrupted!~ 
and , ith wisdom and di crimination 

puttin first thing hr t, and accentuat­

ing the po itive and indi pen able enter­

prise of Jewish life, the will make the 
numerically large t J e,vi h community in 

the , orld al o one of the greate t in 

term of faith, culture, and cholarship. 
We are in the growth- tage of our hi -
tory here, "a fruitful bough by a pring." 

Religion i likely to become more and not 

les a vital part of the merican culture 
as science free it elf more and more from 

it mechani tic incantation and dogma , 

a mer become more and more di en­

chanted with the bra ery of all their 
tinkling ornament and gadget which 

give them everything but security, dig­
nity and happine s, and a democracy i 
compelled in it struggle for survival 

against materialistic form of dictator-
hip to return more and more to it 
piritual origins and sanction . American 

J udai m will not find itself in a religi­
ou l negative environment and it will 

react accordingly. 

WHAT may endanger our Jewish fu­
ture here i not con ciou escapism or 

deliberate a similationist tendencies such 

a characterized Jewi h communities else­
w! er and at other time . Rather, a too 

fa ile adaptabilit , an uncon cious drift 

and a care-free relaxation of all di ci-
line -not out of con iction but out of 

. he r indifference-such a belonging to 

. ynagogue but not attending them, or 
mpt ing our home of all J ewi h con­

tent, or s,ending children to chool which 

are o limi e a to time that they cannot 

really gi them an adequate J ewi h 
education, or in ery many in tances, in 
all too many in fact in the majority of 

in tances, not giving them any instruc­
tion a all. This last fact repre ents our 
major failure on the American scene, and 

our mo t menacing probl~rn. 

o religion i , orth its salt which 

doe not make great demands upon it 
adherent . The greate t enthu iasm \ as 
always engendered by faiths which called 

for the greate t acrifice on the part of 

their de otee , ho recei ed in return 

great com ensation and satisfaction 
which their oul desired. According to 
our tradition, increased merit and worth 

were be towed upon I rael through the 

·ery abundance of the commandment 
which were gi en to it. Too many of our 

people want an ea y-going reli ion, one 

which does not interfere with their lei­
sure, their sleep or their television, which 

call for no study and no observance, 



which does not challen e or disturb 
them, a religion without any piritual 
travail, without any stab of thought or 
con cience, without any sacrifice , the 
religion of a elf-pampering people. o 
religion has ever urvived in that kind of 
an emotional and intellectual vacuum, 
J udai m least of all. 

It is a great virtue in our people that 
they are generou in heart-charitable 
and re ponsive to all human need and 
uffering. It is a noble tradition of I rael 

and a by-product of a religion , hich, 
foremo t among all the religion of man­
kind, made charity and lovin -kindne 
entral in its code of human conduct. But 

Judaism is much more than charity and 
the charitable impul e alone, ill not pre-
erve our faith and our people. "Thi 

Book of the Law hall not depart out f 
your mouth, but you hall meditate on it 
day and night, that you may be careful 
to do according to all that i written in 
it; for then you shall make your ·a 
pro perous, and then you hall have good 
succe ." o J e, ish community e er ur­
vi ved for long which did not cultivate 
J ewi h learning and tud and which di<l 
not cultivate the prescribed v a f 
J e, i h life, at lea t in its es. ential . The 
a e mu t ne er be permitted to exalt it-
elf oYer the man , ho wield it ... 

What \l e hould fear mot i the ri.e 
of a generation of pro perou Jew ,, ho 
have no spiritual anchorage or a enera­
tion of clever, re tle Je, f qui k fer­
ment and high ol ta e, rooted in no r -
ligious tradition, re erent f no moral 
code, ignorant of all Jewi h learning and 
held to ocial re. pon ibilit b no in er 
piritual re traint '\i ho will ra ere and 

blu ter all over the American cene from 
literature and art to politic and govern­
ment and will commit their fe1lo\ Jew 
in the eye of the American p ple. ?ch 

floating mine are a danger to any people, 
but e peciall to a minority group. "ome 
of the e mine are already c. ploding. 

l f American J ewr of tom rro, , ill 
re tore "·hat ha become peripheral in 
ur life t the center again-th syna­

gogue, the . hool h a ademy and the 
religiou di. cipline of J udai ·m-if it 
, ill recapture the wi d m of our an i nt 
teacher wh admoni. he<l u that th 
. tudy of the Torah outwei h all oth r 
commandment for it lead, directly to 
them all-then American JC\ ry i d . -
tined to enj a r plendent c ntury of 
piritual growth in thi gra iou land. 

THE L Y LEADER of merican 
Jewr ha e really not et :et 1 d in 

their wn minds the true natu r of h 
American Jcwi h c mmunity, what the , 
believ it to b , what they want it t be. 

omei h re there i a onfu ing and 
tultifyin inn r contradiction. The) 

cont nd hat it i a religious community, 
al var has been and mu t o r main, but 
they a t a if it were a ecular community 
who e chief, if not exclu i e, cone rn i. 
philanthropy and defen.e trategy. Their 
national organization , their national 
publication. , their national convocation , 
their energie and their budget are only 
remotely related to religio_n. 

We m e it to our elves and t our 
people, we Jc . of merica, th mo t 

fa ored and fortunate of all world 
Jewry, to take o er he glory anJ burden 
of our heritage nm that the J ewi:h om­
munitie f • urope no longer e, i. t a.' 
vital and creative center . 11 through 
the 19th entur. we, Tere the hinterland 
of Eur pean J e, r . Today ,, ar the 
heartland of the entire J e\vi h Dia. pora. 
Our i now the mandate, the chall n~e 
and the opportunit . Who know. wheth­
er \ e ha e not ome to our high e. tate 
ju t for uch a time a this! 



A great centur)' al o a\ aits the newlr­
e tabli hed State of I rael. Here, too, I 
build my hope on a continuing peace. 
Gi en peace, the amazing enero-y of it 
people ,, hich ha o miraculou ly tran -
formed that country in a few . ear~ will 
continue unabated, for it is the tored-up 
energy and hope of centurie . Already 
close to a mtllion and a half Je,vs live in 
I rael and it seems de tined to become, 
next to the United State , the large t 
center of J e, s in the world and it mo t 

important cultural center. :Many grave 
problem confront the new state-po­
litical, economic and ocial, and the many 
problems which inexperience and political 
immaturity create-but knowing their 
drive and dynamism, their pride and de­
votion, I am confident that they will 
solve them-with our help and the a -
si tance of their fellow-Jew throughout 
the world. 

And if history is any guide I rael wal 
not remain just another small Levantine 
tate on the shores of the Eastern Medi­

terranean. Greatne will come from it­
cultural, spiritual, scientific-as great­
ne s came from that little land once be­
fore. Disraeli wrote somewhere: "All 
great things have been done by little na­
tions." This certainly hold true of Judea 
and Greece. It would be urprising in­
deed if the returning on and dau hter 
of our people, many of them so ener­
ously dowered with talent and ome with 
geniu , so eager for e pre ion, so long 
uppre sed, so determined to vindicate 

them elve and their people and reply 
with greatness of mind and pirit to the 
asper ions and cruelty of the lo g, fru -
trated years will not produce in course 
of time, in the e citing and stimulating 
environment of Eretz I rael, where every 
hi tory-mantled hill and valley peaks of 
ancient glory and of the imperishable 
achievements of their ancestor -thing 

of beauty, truth and insight, rare and 
prec1ou , which will agam a tound the 
,vorld. 

We hall eagerly watch and earne tly 
pray for the progres of I rael. We haU 
continue our cooperation ,vith it in every 
way. We can give much to it. It can, and 
ha~ already, iven much to u . It ha 
much to learn and o have we. It will 
have much to teach tt , and o ,vill we. 
It' people will ha e need of J udai ~m and 
of it religiou di cipline as much as ·we. 

ationalism is no substitute for religion 
in I rael, in the United State , or in any 
other country. 

A 
D SO, I build my pro pects for 

the coming century on hope and on 
greatne s. It ,,·ill not be a century of un­
alloyed serenity. It will not be all Utopia, 
and our professional anti-defamationi t 
and public relationist ,Yill till find much 
·work to do> for the age of universal good 
will probably will not be fully consum­
mated in the next one hundred years. The 
year of God are long year , and the gen­
eration of man are as a day in His ight. 
But it can be a gloriou century for hu­
manity, for America, and for our people 
and our faith, if we try to make it so. 
There i no determinism in human his­
tory. Man's piritual a well as his in­
tellectual progres i conditioned by 
man' own initiative and stren th of hi 
purpo e. The most common word in the 
ethical pa sages of our Scripture i the 
word "IM"-"if". "If you return, 0 
I rael, if you do not waver ... then na-
tion will ble themselves in you ... " "If 
you will hearken unto my voice ... " "If 
you will obey my commandments . . ." 
)\1:an alone must give the an wer. The 
tool are here. The opportunitie are 
many; the reward are great. The King­
dom of God awaits only faithful and 
re olute men to build it. 



AMERICAN LEADERSHIP IN THE IORLD TODAY 

by Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 

1y dear tri nds: hi age 1n ich ·o livo is 

a truly great ago, ona of ~ groat st in h....,,_ ...... 4 history. 

e are too near our times properly to appraise the . 

One requires distance 1n order to see groat objects in 

their proper perspective. c oursolvos nre too uch 

involved in the turmoil, the fears, and tho conflicts of 

our day to see objectively the azing ne pattern ot 

li.f~ ·wieh is amerg1 • In a generation or two , hen 

mankind will have ent red quieter w tars and a period ot 

consolidation will have follow d this e~losive and 

revolutionary age 0£ our , en will be able to look back 

upon it and evaluate it properly. 

any people today are filled with dark fore­

bodings and are quite poss istic about our times. They 

are quick to describe the . as iaterialistic, as lackin 

in ide lism, in a and purpos, and s driftin help­

lessly to disaster. 

This mood is prev lent not alone among 

reli ious leader, but al o OlTlon la en in all walks 

of life. A mood of crisis is abroad in our world and 

there is tear in the hearts ot men. Men talk of economic 

collapse, or a third world war, of an irrepressible con-
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r11ct between the East and the est which will co pletely 

hatter our civilization. 

our a 

hero are very ew opl 

t age . I , p 1.., 

o see this age or 
t it is t1"uly a 

g a age. e e i groWld, of cours, or ver grave 

conce in our r today, 

but there ls no reason for despair. G 

thi s ro cot i to pa our ay. T 
J,. 

tan his oric 

not hinking 

t the moment or o n ~ orlds hici cience 1 con-

i t into 1e n tu of inually disclo i , 

atter nn ene ~, the ourcoa o po o and wealth, 

the new methods or productio, i rib tion, trnnsporta-

tion an c 1un1c tion. I am o r rri to the 

1c sci es ich h s so amazing pr ros in the 

mark ly 1mprovod the heal o.r the human race an in-

o le th of 11 e, no to the arvels ere "ed the av 

ore i e ri and the mi1--acl of construction all over 

t glob • nv ntions and discov ries co in uch r pid 

succa ion in our at 

u uo.l co ent. J tak it 

age, • e television go, 

excit y un-

l in our strid --th £ly 

ea o c age--and what net 

The inter- lanetary , perhaps. Certainl , m is 

achievi gin our day in th sci n ific fields more in a 

decade than in a hundred years heretofore. 

In characterizi our age a reat, I am think-

i in terms or social pro ress and welfare. in te ot 
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human a vancement and civilization. ore 1 bein~ one 

in our day for the prove nt o the condition or the 

life o th co n mon, for the re.1s1 of his t dar 

or 11 1 , h OJ healt, hi t.J.O I an .for hie:! pro-

tee l.00 gainst the dis biliti 8 0 le n s , une 1 ent 

and ol age, than in any generation, than in any .fivo 

ene ations in th past. never ere o le an overn-

0 t so much conce ne i e p ov ment or th lives 

0 the for otten e ploited and th own.trodden, 

oh d lived in ellev d unspoal le poverty, 

1 · oranc and disea the lo and woary con-

turio • ever ore ore te e .forts m e to bi: ng 

bout a :fairer ari of t,he at s ro uced 

on b t r a: or 11.f for 11. 

evor have the bmerg d races and peoplo 0£ 

t e o for centuri s roan d wider .forei or 

native tyronny, risen as n n our ay to 

to achieve, a y hav to a lar e asure 

nc eve, free o l.f- ate inat o. thin the 

er on -fourth o~ the arth' pop ntion--

more than five hun red llion non-sel£-govern po ple--

av o t n their politic l tre do. Imperialism and 

colon:1. sm arc in th 1r eath-thro s. acl rd peoples 

are pres sin forward into the 11 t or n ne day, and the 

exploitation of tho dar r c ~ or the earth 1 rapidly 

dra n to a clo e. 
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at we are witne~si in our day, if wo have 

eyes not only to see th1n~s but to see into the heart 

of things, is not social d sintogration, but a radical 

new reintegration of htUT1anity, a profound change in the 

social evolution of man, a change not free, of course, 

from dangers, but one of boundless and immeasurable 

potentialities. e are itnessing one of those sharp, 

decisive turns in the road of human pro ress compa.r ble 

to those catastrophic metamorphoses observable in nature 

as in the case, for ex ple, of the caterpillar, icb. 

at a certain stage, is tr~ns o ed into the chrysalis 

and the chrysalis into the butterfly. 

I do not wish to over 

not suggestin· that our age is 

picture. I am 

pproachi idyllic per-

faction, or that the millenniun is just around the corner. 

There is not a spot on the face of the globo today where 

vast social wrongs and injustices do not exist, and bere 

the masses of mankind are not, to a gro ter or lessor 

degree, still underprivileged and disadvantaged. There 

1s no country on earth which is altogether free from 

class conflict, from bigotry, intolerance, slums and 

privation. It will take centuries, not decades or gen­

erations, before all the oples or the world will 

possess even that measure o:f l-1ell-be1ng, far :from the 

optimum, which some of the most favored peoples or the 

world lrea y possess. 
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e ortant thin to consider, o ev , 1 

not ~ ethe e are on the eve of the . i lenn , ut 

eth r t e ajor trends of our age are in the direction 

o tie oped-for goo ociety, or ay from it. Is ou 

age bre ing chains, or not: I it tryi to die te 

poverty and illiteracy and to raise the standard of 

livi of all peoples, regardless of race or color or 

c. ed. Is it tryin t satis the 1 git _ate s ira-

t ons of eo les to nation froado and independence? 

Is it try! to organize the t orld for peace and for 

inter a ions.l coo ra ion? bel~evo - at in all these 

major trends, our a e has give le e evidence of 

great dete ination and o con i progress. It 

is mov purposefully in tho righ· direction--the 

abol1t·on or , e reduction or povorty, and the 

el ination or racial inequality. These are tho three 

major tends of our century. 

It is nteresti to note th t e concern 

i the improv ent of the lot of the co on an 1n 

day not 1 it d to the free and e ocratic 

countr·es ono. Co unis, too, regar loss of the 

rong ethods ldl c t emp oys and of ich o cannot 

appro e, has made the improvo ent o re o e 

e on man its chief concern. 'l'he evil ich it has 

wrought in thee lo nt of wro thod ot progress 

do not vi ti t ., od ich it achiev d for the 
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Russian peoples in terms o h alth, eduction, and 

raisin or their living standards, lch .nave advanc d 

far beyond the days or the Czars. 

t h creat d th oo of crisis in our 

day is not that o age i ot progres, but 1 

bitter conflict 'Which has d v loped over e co titive 

methods of progress. tis a crisis of thod--the 

democratic method ag inst t. method of dictator ip. 

c cla11 s to be th best quic st wa or est blish-

ing the good society, o:f bri about e most avorable 

co tions o lifer r all e end ich oth 

methods envisa approximate 

idealism is prac icall the s e. 

heir ocial 

conflict 1 really 

not one or ideology, ut one of etho olo y. 

But it 1 a dan rous conflict nevertheless, 

and it i tearin our o ld p t. t 1 i crisis of 

ich has fill d the 1 of n with apocalyptic 

as 1.f they were pproac i so e rightful d nouement 

istory. 

If ay could ound ich would permit both 

or thee contrasti tho s to prove o elves in action, 

to ork th elv s out in eir r epectiv spheres and 

countrie, ithout tar at one ther in blind, com-

petitive hate, human progres ould be tremendously 

accelerated, e rich romise our day ould be realized, 

and a ne moo or optimism wuld infuse the hearts or men. 
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but pove ty . 'here nee c pov r i 0 lan . 

With intol11 ont mann emont, t can p oducc b dance 

for all, without expropriati the possessions or any. 

aro u ;J 0 • n • ion--young in sp it 

1 outloo,.. t.c do no bel to tho past. e past 

lo s to us . nra not h icapp d by ld or1 · 

alt 0 rom ti e to tim t1ese o un-

or t ly er ep i t our nation l life , d devil 

it. e ha e no threate 1 vi o son ur ran·i rw. 

Tb.ere 1s not si le nation in tho 1 1 orld 1 

ot 'a.son to Ll "pieious o one or more of· itc 1! -

medint noighbo s. 

ein yo , or - 10 st 

e a.re not raid to x e i.0n. 
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can till see 

things 1th the hopeful eye o you • Politic lly, 

are not t1r , spon 

hope ul. 
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e are not fra entized polit cally . e do 

... ot suffer from a host o 11, belli erent political 
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also determining the naturo of our leadership in fore! 

affairs. Our chie.f concern has been to build up military 

strength and military alliances so as to enable us to 

con.front the Soviet Union 1th such a preponderance o.f 

power that it will desist :from further attempts at 

aggression, and will agree to international settlement 

acceptable to us. 

This is an appealing .fonnula, but one l-lhich I 

am afraid has many pit.falls. on 111 e be sure that 

such a preponderance o.f po er h s been ttained by us? 

When will we know that e are stro enou~ to sit down 

and negotiate with the Soviet Union? We marched into 

Korea more than to years ago, confident that we had a 

preponderance o:f power with 'Which to carry out a suc­

cessful police action there. But we ere proved wrong 

by events. A.fter more than t o years or costly .f1gµt1ng, 

we reached a stalemate 1n Korea, and we are now labori­

ously tryl to work out an armistice and a peace 

arrangement to end o. war f'rom ich we aro certainly 

not emerging victorious. 

lhen can any nation be sure that it has a 

preponderance of military po er The not inconsiderable 

power o.f France has not been adequate to insure victory 

f'or it in a much smaller and aker Indo-China. 

hlle we are building up to our maximum military 

stre th, the Soviet Union is likewise building up to its 



maximum military strength. To be sure, the Soviet 

Union is industrially no match for us. But need it be 

our equal industrially to keep us from scoring a de­

cisive victory over it? Russia carmot be bombed into 

submission and cannot be invaded and conquered. Hitler 

as well as Napoleon learned that lesson at frightful 

cost to themselves. 

In tact, the 'Whole idea or total victory is 

a preposterous idea in the odem orld. George F. Kennan, 
;recently 

wo was until quite/our bassador to oscow, wrote in 

his interest! book, "American Diplomacy": 

I am :frank to say that I think there 
is nc more dangerou delusion, none 
that has done us a gro tr disservice 
1n the po.st or that threatens to do 
us a gr.eater disservice in the future 
than the co cept of total victory. 

Regardless, then, of how po rful bee e 

militarily, shall still have to settle all our differ-

ence 1th Russia. 1n one of' two •1ays : war--lil.1ch 1s 

unthinkable, ich everyone a r a uould re ult only 

in a bloody stalemate on a global scale; and negotiation-­

the way of ive an take, the ay o~ statesmanship 1n 

which skillful and inspired diplomacy are perhaps more 

effective than any assumed repondora.nce of power hich 

C only be est blished in act c bat. 

In order to build u to stren th end check-

ate the ression 0£ the oviet Union, hav been 



ttracting to our democrat o front ictatora of tt1 type 

of Franco and Tito, and we ' nvo de a ro ed Je e1"ll 

Germany the koystone to our entire sche 1 of •uro an 

defonae. 

e, who ha 

ilitaristic, aro now 1 1st ~ that they ould rearm. 

Becaus of our total absorption in the buildi up or a 

front against Russia, we have invited astern Germany to 

rearm an to join the defonse force of the l orth Atlantic 

Treat 0rgan1z ation. This, or cour e, can only co e about 

ti' Go , y remains ivided, but the Ge n peopl want to 

be united far more than y t to on the side of 

the Allies against Ru 1. Thy v d th ir stomach 

full of f1 ti ussia in e 1 t orld war. They do 

not want their country to become the battleground for a 

war between America and Russia; nor do they want a civil 

war tor nd their people part. talin countered our 

move by putting forward his pro ram for a united, rearmed, 

but neutral Gennany. talin, too, as a result of the 

disastrous cold war between Rus 1a and the United States, 

has been forced to retreat from the position lbich he 

and the allied heads took at Potsdam in August 1945, 

where they agreed that "all war potentials of Germany 

ere to be destroyod--war plant, arsh1ps, nircraft and 

ann --so that Germany would nev r ain be able to make 

war." From this sound, statesman] ike position, Stalin, 
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too, under pres ure or tho cold war, hna no retr nto 

Thus, Germany ho.a oady soor d substantial 

victory without turnin n er. And e 11 cont nue 

to lay 0£ the ited States o.inet nu s a dth 

th aid o both, rise to powor ain. This, you 111 

recall, ua the aarly and suco ssful techniq e of Iitler. 

The entire arch of our foreigp policy in J!,;urope, 

with a cooperatin \ astern Gormany a its capstone, ie in 

1mm1 ant dl.AL .... ''""'r of colla o. " o aro not 1111n or e dy 

to ace the issue fa unito and :na tral Ge • 

have a muah as brushed aside the latest proposal 0£ the 

Soviet for a meet to di c s G n eace tr aty. 

This did not strengthen ot • po 1 ther in Ge an 

or els where. e have a.lao ore the rocont statement 

of talin in which he reiterated his belief th t th co­

exi tenoe o£ cap talism an co unis i posaibl in tho 

world, and that a moeti of th heads of the g:re t powers 

to ttle the main isau s bet a n them would be beneficial. 

le feel that the Russians e 1 inoere. But en can e 

be sure of their sincerity? All important international 

agreements in the past hav a to surmount piciona of 

insincerity and doubl -deal.in • W en as the art or 
diplomacy entirely freer om ecrecy and concealment 

noatly p ckaged in .franknea and tied with the ribbon ot 

dis ing amiability One n ed not be credulous or gullible 

in ne ot1at1on, nor abandon precautionary slmpt1c1 m. 
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opl. 

burde ich i o 10 1m ose po ... t 1r 
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It is, or courso, import t st ong 

ilit ly, an iat we 

kind or a rld 1n w.aic 

invitation to ag es io. 

o not lo our g d. In 10 

o livo, d f na l a noes 1 an 

But 111tary strong alone 

will not improve th deteriorated and d rous inter-

national situation 01' our day. We must 1 am to roly 

on tates anship and oral leadership and l ss on force. 

a is no·t 1n vi t 1 • 1 er nor e 

oviet want war. Nei er i to 1 fro it. 

Both, w. t r victor or van ui ed, would be th loser. 

Th principal c u or national ion in 

th od rn world r mini 1 p oducti ve land and 
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ir.cre 1 pop lation pres s. Moit er t ton 

pp to Rusoia. or to 0 ite t te~. It 1,.;, f --
re r of co ta nt anr t · 0 , fo of d ni 

, re r., ic rest ts n a b 1 oy--

:r r mo e than ony oth r _ actor oh pare. ed the 

1 a.t c initiative 0£ b t C mtrie • In fea. , both 
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In the 16th and 7th oentur es it as un versally 

held th t Cathollc1 d rotoat t em cold not 1 v 
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1e stakes were no o S••f ar greater than those at stake 
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blood . The are of relig on la ted tor hundred year 
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AMERICA'S STAKE IN HUMAN FREEDOM 
Address given by Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 

at the City Club of Cleveland, December 12, 1953 

Dear Friends: 

I am honored to be here today and 
to have an opportunity to share som 
of my thoughts with you. I recall that 
my first appearances before the City 
Club or under its auspices were during 
the great Red Scare of 1919-1921, the 
witch-hunting days of the A. Mitchell 
Palmer era in the intolerant backwash 
of the First World War when our com­
munity, along with other communities 
in the country, was shut tight against 
free speech under the scare of Com­
munism, and when the City Club, in 
an effort to reassert basic American­
isrn , P~t::i hlishe<i open forum on 011r 
Public Square and in other parts of the 
city to give men a chance to partici­
pate in free discussions. 

The Palmer era and its hostility to 
all forms of liberalism or radicalism, 
along with its hysterical arrests, im­
prisonments, deportations and mob 
violence, did not last very long. Ameri­
cans who believed in the Bill of Rights 
rallied after a period of confusion and 
hesitation and put an end to it. 

We are moving, I am afraid, into 
another such period today, induced by 
the same scare of Communism. It is 
more serious today, for Communism 
has become a greater menace than it 
was 35 years ago, and democracies have 
lost a good deal of their confidence. 
Demagogues, too, have improved their 
techniques, here at home, and have 
learned from foreign models how to 
ride into power by exploiting politi­
cally the issue of Communism. 

I hope that the American people will 
£CV)!' !"ally again to safAguard their 
basic liberties and to put an end to the 
new effort which is being made by 
various interests to throttle them. 
America has a great stake in freedom, 
and the free world has a great stake in 
American freedom. 

It is a truism to say that we are 
facing serious times, both at home and 
abroad. Many grave problems confront 
us, and their solution is not at all clear. 
Nobody has all the answers. Because 
the solutions are not clear and the right 
way has not yet been found, it is im­
portant now more than ever to allow 
full and free discussion of all issues on 
the part of our citizens and scrupu­
lously to saf guard the tried and tested 
procedures of a free democratic society. 
We may differ as to their proper solu ­
tion, and it is within the American 
tradition for our citizens to express 

their differences. In a free society a 
man must be prepared to do his own 
thinking. He must not be afraid to 
express a contrary opinion if it is an 
honest and a responsible opinion and 
motivated by love of country. It is the 
moral duty of a free citizen to call 
attention whenever he feels that the 
policies pursued by the majority are 
wrong and to advocate what he regards 
to be the right and not to be deterred 
by criticism, abuse, or intimidation. 
Else by silence or indifference or calcu­
lat d prudence the wrong will be con­
firmed and the evil will be perpetuated. 
All tyrants and dictators, big or little, 
dtpend for their uitimate success uµon 
the timidity, the submissiveness, or the 
penchant for conformity on the part of 
most peopl . 

It is the moral duty also of the free 
citizen to defend the int 11 ctual free ­
dom, the independence of judgment, 
and the right of expression of other 
people. The forces of law should, of 
course, be invoked against thos who 
by force would destroy our democracy. 
We hold no brief for Communists. 
Active Communists should be ferret d 
out as en mies of our governm nt, th ir 
activities neutralized, and wh n there 
has been a clear violation of law, they 
should b punished by law. But th 
law should be clear and specific; the 
term "Communism" should be clearly 
defined and established in law, and the 
laudable traditions of American court 
procedures which safeguard the basic 
rights of every accused should be 
employed in the process. Needless to 
say that this applies also to those who 
are accused of espionage. 

Writing on '•Civil Liberties and Law 
Enforcement" in 1952 in the Iowa Law 
Review, Mr. J. Edgar Hoover of the 
FBI stated: "The Constitution pro­
vides a framework for a government of 
law and under it both civil liberties 
and law enforcement derive their 
meaning ... Law enforcement is a 
protecting arm of civil liberties. Civil 
liberties cannot exist without law en­
forcement; law enforcement without 
civil liberties is a hollow mockery ... 
Law enforcement, however, in defeat­
ing the criminal, must maintain in­
violate the historic liberties of th 
individual. Here is the very heart of 
the problem: the vital necessity of 
having men and women in law enforce­
ment who hold inner allegiance to the 
principles of democracy and perform 
th ir duties in a completely legal man­
ner. ' This I believe, should hold tru 

i . 

also of inv stigation committees in 
Congress. 

What has disturb d many Americans 
in the last few y ars has been the 
tend ncy on the part of certain Con­
gr s ional investigation committees to 
take over th functions of our courts 
and our administration of justice with ­
out subjecting th mselv s to the re ­
strictions and th vital saf guards 
und r which thes latter op rat . Con­
gr ssional investigations are of course 
a necessary part of our democratic 
legislative procedure and no on can 
reasonably object to th m. What has 
alarmed larg s ctions of our peopl are 
the methods which are som tim s em­
ploy d by these committees, such as 
the releas of unverified and unevalu ­
ated testimony by form r Communists 
who were spies and enemies of our 
country for years and who now hav 
turned informers ; the inability of the 
accused to confront his accuser or to 
study the charg s against him; the 
attempts to stablish guilt by associa ­
tion and by so doing discr dit m n who 
ar not Communists but liberals and 
progr ssives, men of social vision and 
courage who at som tim in th past, 
wh n the Soviet Union was our ally 
and when cooperation with it on th 
part of our citizens was the policy of 
th governm nt, may have quite in­
noc ntly joined organizations sine 
declared to be subversive; th irre­
sponsible and wholesale charges made 
against Am rican churchmen through 
the instigation of reactionary funda ­
mentalist forces within these churches 
who are not averse to taking advantage 
of the Communist weapon in their 
theologic battles; the calculated at­
tacks and innuendo s against Am rican 
universities; and the patent political 
and publicity fortune -hunting on the 
part of some of the heads of these 
investigation committees. 

These Congressional investigation 
committees have become quasi -judicial 
bodies which involve directly or indi­
rectly the careers, the livelihood, and 
ther fore the very life and property of 
Am rican citizens without giving them 
the protection of their constitutional 
guarantees which any American court 
of law would, as a matter of course, 
grant to them. The Congressional 
investigators claim that they are not 
responsible for evidence given under 
oath before them. Th FBI stoutly 
maintains that it does not evaluate the 
evidence in its possession. But in the 
proc ss of these Congressional hearings 
and as a result of them, men and women 
who refuse to testify against them­
selves, which is their constitutional 
privilege, are broken, lose their jobs 
and their professional positions, and 
stand cond mned, without having been 



found guilty, under the American 
system of legal procedure. The fact 
that some or many of these people are 
Communists, and some of them Com­
munist agents, with whom no decent 
American can have any sympathy at 
all and who merit punishment, does not 
diminish by an iota their right under 
the Constitution, the very Constitu­
tion which they would like to destroy 
but which Americans, in spite of them, 
are determined to preserve. We insist, 
when we do insist, upon these safe­
guards of the Bill of Rights not 
because of the Communists but in 
spite of them. For our sake! For the 
sake of our children! To secure, as the 
Founding Fathers wrote in the Consti ­
tution, "the blessings of liberty to 
ourselves and our posterity." In Con­
gress itself voices have been raised for 
fair rules in investigations. Bills have 
been ir.trodaced providing for a proper 
code of procedure. This is highly com­
mendable. 

In fighting Communism we must 
make doubly sure that we are fighting 
Communists, not others whose views 
we do not happen to like. It is so easy 
to permit our prejudices and our dis­
like for the unlike to run away with us. 
It is so easy to brand and to excom­
municate a man who does not happen 
at the moment to agree with a policy 
which is favored by the Government or 
by the majority of the people, but 
whose disagreement may be grounded 
in a profound patriotic devotion and 
loyalty to our country. We must ask 
ourselves what it is that we want to 
suppress and why we want to suppress 
it and whether the suppression will 
ultimately serve the best interests of 
our free and democratic America. 

And in our zeal to fight Commu­
nists, we must not forget to fight also 
Fascists, and there are plenty of them 
in our midst though they go by different 
and less revealing names- sometimes 
they arrogate to themselves a mono­
poly of American patriotism- and they 
are as dangerous to American democ­
racy as are the Communists. The Nazi 
Fascists in Germany rode into power 
on the pretext of fighting Communism, 
and proceeded to destroy the German 
republic; and in so doing they estab­
lished one of the most vicious and con­
temptible, and to their own people 
most disastrous, dictatorships in history. 

In the days to come, there will be 
many political adventurers and un­
scrupulous demagogues who may wish 
to ride into power, like Hitler did on 
the issue of " fighting Communism." 
They will stop at nothing. They will 
not limit themselves to routing out 
Communists from government ; they 
will wish to route out everybody whom 

they do not like from our educational 
system, from our universities and col­
leges, from our churches, from the 
press. These people will rally around 
themselves, as Hitler did, all the 
reactionaries, all the enemies of social 
liberalism in this country, and ulti ­
mately they will exploit racial and 
religious animosities to serve their 
political ends. Let us learn from 
history. The time to speak out against 
all this is now. 

Unless we are on guard , Americans 
will soon be free to express only ap­
proved views and accredited opinions, 
that is to say views that are approved 
by the majority and opinions which an 
organized vociferous minority will per­
mit them to entertain. 

I have from time to time warned 
against these dangers in our national 
life, a warning which has been shared 
by many responsible educational groups 
and organized religious bodies in the 
United States. Because of it , I and 
other colleagues of mine in the ministry 
have been subjected to some criticism 
in the press. I do not mind the criti ­
cism, and no one who takes a stand on 
public issues should wish or expect to 
be immune from criticism. I wish, 
however, that the criticism were more 
factual and constructive and less patron­
izing to the poor, " duped" and 'mis­
guided" clergymen . . . No clergyma n 
would of course dream of ever possess­
ing the omniscience of some of our 
editorial writers, but in all fairness it 
should be said that clergymen are not 
babes in the woods either. I venture 
to say that the best and most intel­
ligent work in the fight against Com­
munism on the American scene today 
is being carried on by the churches and 
their ministers. They, however, refuse 
to confuse book-burning, witch-hunt­
ing, hysteria, and political chicanery 
with the real patriotic defense of 
America and its institutions. 

In this connection it would be welJ 
to recall the words of Professor Albert 
Einstein spoken at the time the Nazis 
came into power in Germany: 

"Being a lover of freedom, when the 
revolution came in Germany I looked 
to the universities to defend it, knowing 
that they had always boasted of their 
devotion to the cause of truth; but no 

the universities immediately were 
silenced. Then I looked to the great 
editors of the newspapers whose flam­
ing editorials in days gone by had 
proclaimed their love of freedom; but 
they, like the universities, were silenced 
in a few short weeks ... 

Only the Church stood squarely 
across the path of Hitler's campaign 
for suppressing truth. I never had any 

special interest in the Church before, 
but now I feel a great affection and 
admiration because the Church alone 
has had the courage and persistence 
to stand for intellectual truth and 
moral freedom." 

It is of utmost importance that we 
remain alert and scrupulous in the 
defense of our civil liberties because 
the struggle against Communism is 
likely to continue for a long time to 
come, far beyond this generation. 
There is little hope of any conclusive 
settlements in the near future. These 
are great world issues working them­
selves out on a global stage which may 
require generations before permanent 
adjustments reconciliations, or syn­
theses are reached. 

What, therefore, we may believe to 
b e only temporary and emerge11.cy 
measures of suspension of civil rights 
may turn out to be a permanent 
injury and the sacrifice of American 
freedom . 

Because of the long ordeal ahead, I 
have also from time to time advocated 
that efforts be made to discover some 
way of living together in the same 
world with the Soviet Union . This too 
has aroused criticism. I find comfort 
today in the epoch-making address 
which President Eisenhower delivered 
before the Assembly of the United 
Nations last Tuesday an address 
which should fill the heart of every 
American with pride and confidence. 
I find confirmation also for my belief 
that the road towards a basic under­
standing will be a long, broken and 
arduous road, in what appears to be 
the initial negative reaction of the 
Kremlin to President Eisenhower's 
atomic proposals. In his address you 
will recall the President said, " My 
country wants to be constructive, not 
destructive. It wants agreemel}ts.~ot __ ... 
wars, among nations ... We never 
have and never will, propose or suggest 
that the Soviet Union surrender what 
is rightfully hers. We will never say 
that the peoples of Russia are an enemy 
with whom we have no desire ever to 
deal or mingle in friendly and fruitful 
relationship. On the contrary, we hope 
that this conference (the proposed four ­
power meeting soon to be held) may 
initiate a relationship with the Soviet 
Union which will eventually bring 
about a free intermingling of the 
peoples of the East and the West-
the one sure, human way of develop-
ing the understanding required for 
confident and peaceful relations." 

Back in December, 1950 I addressed 
my Temple Congregation on this theme, 
in an address called "A Letter to Mr. 
Truman," which was then published. 



From this address, permit me to quote 
the following: 

"It is clear that only in the direction 
of courageous and continuous explora ­
tion of every avenue for reaching 
understandings, if only piece-meal, 
only in the direction of negotiation, 
earnestly sought and welcomed, lies 
the hope of the world. Negotiation is 
not appeasement. Let not the American 
people be persuaded into closing their 
minds at the sound of the word appease­
ment. It is today a tabu device to 
paralyze thought and wise diplomatic 
action. There should be urgent and 
continuous exploration of every oppor­
tunity for coming to an understanding 
with the Soviet, a nation which we 
cannot defeat in war any more that it 
can defeat us. 

Our appeal to our national leader­
ship in Washington which we mak in 
all good will for we are all involved in 
one common destiny, is to be coura ­
geous and unafraid, not be to swayed 
by partisan political considerations and 
not to allow itself to be stampeded by 
war-mongers, fanatics and cranks, and 
by those who would push us into war 
for reasons which have nothing to do 
with love of country." 

Friends! Regardl ss of how pow r ­
ful we become militarily , we shall still 
have to settle in time all our differ ­
ences with Russia in one of two ways: 
war atomic war, which is unthink­
able, which everyone agrees would 
result only in a bloody stalemat on a 
global scale or in the possibility of 
civilization being destroyed altogether; 
and negotiation the way of give and 
take, the way of statesmanship in 
which skillful and inspired diplomacy 
are perhaps more effective than any 
assumed preponderance of power which 
can only be established in actual com­
bat . 

In order to build up to strength and 
checkmate the aggression of the Soviet 
Union, we have been attracting to our 
democratic front dictators of the typ 
of Franco and Tito. This has not 
strengthened our position with the free 
peoples of the earth. It has seriously 
brought into question our role as the 
all -out defender of human freedom 
against all types of dictatorship. We 
have also mad a rearmed Western 
Germany the keystone to our entire 
scheme of European defense. 

We, who had denounced and fought 
the Germans for b ing aggressively 
militaristic, are now insisting that 
they should rearm. Because of our 
absorption in the building up of a front 
against Russia, we have invited West­
ern Germany to rearm and to join 

the defense forces of th North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization. This, of cours , 
can only come about if G rmany 
remains divided; but th G rman 
people want to be united far mor than 
they want to fight on the side of th 
Allies against Russia. They hav had 
their stomach full of fighting Russia in 
the last world war. Th y do not want 
th ir country to b come th battle­
ground for a war b tw n Am rica and 
Russia; nor do th y want a civil war 
to rend th ir peopl apart. Stalin, you 
will recall countered our mov by 
putting forward his program for a 
unit d, rearm d, but n utral Germany. 
Stalin, too , as a r suit of th disastrous 
cold war betw n Russia and the 
United Stat s, was f re d to r treat 
from the position which h and w and 
th allied h ads took at P tsdam in 
August 1945, wh r th y agr d that 
" all war potentials of G rmany w r 
to be destroy d war plants, warships, 
aircraft and arms so that G rmany 
would nev r again b ab! to mak 
war." From this sound, stat smanlik 
position, Russia too, und r pr ssur of 
th cold war, has r tr ated. 

Th ntire arch of ur for ign policy 
in Europe, with a coop rating W st rn 
G rmany as its capston , is, I f ar, 
doom d to c llaps . W ar not willing 
or r ady to fac th issue f a unit d, 
disarm d and n utral Germany . A 
divided Germany will not stay ivid d 
for long. A unit d and r arm d G er­
many will b th signal for the Third 
World War. In this war G rmany will 
again be fighting only for G rmany, 
not for democracy or for any allianc . 

The French, on the basis of their 
bitter experi nces in two world wars, 
know that; we ref use to face th facts 
and the lessons of history. We hav 
failed to discuss this subj ct frankly 
with the Russians. We feel that th 
Russians arc insinc r . But wh n can 
we be sure of their sincerity? All im­
portant international agreements in 
the past have had to surmount suspi ­
cions of insincerity and double-deal ­
ing. When was the art of diplomacy 
entirely free from secrecy and conceal ­
ment neatly packaged in frankness and 
tied with the ribbon of disarming 
amiability? One need not b credulous 
or gullible in negotiation, nor abandon 
a precautionary skepticism. On the 
other hand, one cannot indefinitely 
postpon negotiations on th ground 
that the other party is not free from 
diplomatic guile. 

We settled into a routin of n gativ­
ism, waiting for 1954 or 1955, wh n we 
hope we shall be strong enough to deal 
with the Soviet Union successfully. 
Even our Allies hav becom restiv 
under the crushing military burdens 

which this sch m imp s s upon th ir 
P opl . 

It is, of cours , imp rtant that we 
b strong militarily, and that we do not 
low r our guard. In th kind of a world 
in which we liv , d fens I ssness is an 
invitation to aggr ssion. But military 
str ngth alon will not improv the 
d t riorated and dang rous interna­
ti nal situation of our day. That, to 
quot Pr sid nt Eis nhow r again, 
"w uld b to confirm th hopeless 
finality f a b Ii f that two atomic 
coll ssi ar d m d mal v I ntly to 
ey ach oth r ind fini ly across a 
tr mbling w rld ." W must 1 arn to 
r ly in the futur as much n stat s­
manship and moral I ad rship as on 
fore ; and n v r giv up trying t r ach 
an agr m nt, v n if it is on a small 
or p riph ral issu . Ev ry tim a 
sine r ffort on our part is r buff d by 
th Russians, it is th y. not w , who 
1 s ground in th battl f r th h arts 
and minds of m en wh ar still un ­
shackled by Communist dictatorship. 
W ar taking th wind out f th sails 
of Sovi t pr paganda. 

War is not in vitabl . I know that 
we do not want war. I d ubt wh th r 
th Sovi t Union wants war. N ither 
has anything t gain from it. Both, 
wh th r as victor r vanquish d, would 
b th los r. 

Ways must and can b found for a 
to! rabl "modus viv ndi ", a way of 
c xistence which, whil n ver quite 
fr from tensions and strains, will yet 
giv th world a chanc to breathe 
fre ly and go about the r al business of 
lif . Ideologies cannot b adjusted by 
compromise, but political problems of 
co xistence can be. 

In the sixteenth and seventeenth 
centuries it was universally held that 
Catholicism and Protestantism could 
not live together in the same world. 
On or the other had to go. The stakes 
were enormous far greater than those 
at stake in the East-West struggle 
today; for not only wer the fortunes 
of thi world involved, but also those 
of the n xt world. The ideologies could 
not be reconciled and so th struggle 
passed from the r aim of ideas and 
propaganda to the battl fi Id. Europ 
was drenched in blood. Th wars of 
religion lasted for a hundred years and 
destroyed hundr ds of towns and 
cities, and whole provinces until th 
inevitable truth dawned upon man 
that a way had to be found for Cathol­
icism and Protestantism and other 
religious minority sects to liv to­
gether in th same world without 
sacrificing th ir particular loyalties 
and dogmas. A compromise of tolera­
tion was finally agr ed upon and 
Europ was abl to mov forward 



again once this frightful road block 
was removed. Out of the religious 
toleration which was thus achieved, 
there flowed also political liberties to 
the peoples of Western Europe. 

Our age will have to find a formula 
of toleration which will enable the 
many evolving and the fluid forms of 
capitalism and socialism to work out 
their destinies in the one world in which 
we live . They may be irreconcilable in 
theory; they need not be in practice. 

America should lead confidently in 
finding the way. The way is not that 
of a global armament race which will 
impoverish the peoples of the earth 
ourselves included and end as such 
races always end in the catastrophe 
of war. It is time to change over onto 
~ ne1

f
1.r course and ! belie,.,re that 1•1..1e 

have begun to change over to a new 
course. The way is rather that of 
conference, of courageous diplomacy, 
of giving urgent leadership in the 
United Nations to a program of speedy 
and balanced reduction of armament. 
The new way will put us in a position 
to render through the United Nations 
more extensive and constructive aid to 
the backward peoples of the world, as 
the President indicated in his address 
of April 16th, and to cooperate with 

them in achieving necessary agrarian 
and social reforms which will set them 
firmly on the road to a free and happier 
life. The ultimate def nse of democracy 
in the world lies not in superior armor 
or in the atomic bomb, but in raising 
the standard of living of th masses of 
the earth whose misery and wrongs ar 
receptive soil for all kinds of doctrines 
of violent revolution and for all types 
of economic deceptions. While Com­
munism breeds in oth r places beside 
poverty, certainly it never overlooks 
these natural seed-beds. When we 
shall come to these under-privileged 
peoples bringing them the gifts not of 
bombs and bayonets, but of bread and 
health and education and freedom, 
they will become our natural allies, 
and our alliance will be cemented in 
good will and in hope. At present they 
are suspicious even of our generosity 
utt:aust thty have lust cu11.fidt1ke i1, 
our motives. They regard our humani­
tarian efforts as part of a calculated 
over-all strategy to draw them into an 
armed conflict with the Soviet Union 
for which conflict they have no desire 
whatsoever. They are convinced that 
a war, even a successful war, will not 
give them either bread or freedom. 
Our generation waged two world wars 
to make the world safe for democracy, 
and there is less democracy in the 

world today than in the last one hun­
dred y ars. 

This is th kind of 1 ad rship to 
which th world will r spond, lead r ­
ship which does not wait on the occa­
sion but makes it, which is prepared to 
tak calculated risks for p ac , which 
is eager for negotiation and confer nee 
to settle all issues which ndanger the 
p ac of the world a 1 ad rship which 
ex rts sincere and unr mitting pressur 
for limitation of armam nts and th 
lifting of the crushing military burd ns 
from th backs of th p opl s of the 
earth a 1 ad rship which aggr siv ly 
plans for world-wide coop ration to 
help and guide the backward and im­
pov rish d peoples to high r 1 vels of 
agricultural and industrial d v lop­
ment, of well -b ing, health and duca ­
tion a lead rship which ks the 
liberation of a ll domin::!t ed, ""11'\";"'1 

p oples and extends fri ndly help to 
them in adjusting thems Ives to th ir 
new way of life thi kind of leader­
ship which is not dictation, which is 
not impos d by our wealth and power, 
which is not nm shed and hamp r d 
by commitments to the imperial inter­
ests of colonial empir s and which flows 
naturally from the h ad -wat rs of our 
gr at lib ral traditions and history 
1s sure to re-kindl the hopes of the 
world. 
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)Soard ffltttings 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 

The Pre-Convention Meeting of the Executive Board of 
the Union will take place Saturday evening, April 18, 
at 8:00 P .M. in the Board Room of the House of Living 
Judaism. 

The Post-Con ention Meeting will be held Thursday 
afternoon, April 23,. at 2:00 P.M. in the outh Room at the 
Commodore Hotel. 

National Federation of Temple Sisterhoods 
The Executive Board of the ational Federation of 

Temple Sisterhoods will meet on Saturday, April 18th, at 
8 P.M. in Vanderbilt Rooms 3, 4, 5, Hotel Roosevelt. 

The Mid-Convention Meeting will be held on Tuesday, 
April 21st, at 4:30 P.M. in Vanderbilt Rooms 3, 4, 5, Hotel 
Roosevelt. 

The Post-Convention Meeting will be held Thursday, 
April 23rd, at 1:00 P.M. in the Small Ballroom, Hotel 
Roosevelt. 

National Federation of Temple .Brotherhoods 
The Executive Boar1d of the ational Federation of Temple 

Brotherhoods met on Thursday, April 16, at the Biltmore 
Hotel. On Sunday, April 19, the Executive Board will meet 
at the House of Living Judaism (Board Room) at 10:00 
A.M. 

The Executive Board of the Jewish Chautauqua Society 
met on Friday, April 17, at the Biltmore Hotel. 

National Federation of Temple Youth 
The Executive Board of the ational Federation of Temple 

Youth will hold its Board Meeting Saturday, April 18th, 
8:00 P.M., at the Biltmore Hotel, and Sunday, April 19th, 
9:00 A.M. in the House of Living Judaism. 

National Association of Temple Secretaries 
There will be a Supper Meeting of the Executive Board 

of the ational Association of Temple Secretaries at Con­
gregation Rodeph Sholom on Saturday, April 18th, at 
6:30 P.M. 
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42nd GENERAL ASSEMBL 
\inion of J\mtrinm !ltbrt~ (ton11rrgetions 

HOTEL COMMODORE - NEW YORK 

The Message of Israel Broadcast ( 0 er ABC Stations) 
EAST BALLROOM 

PARTICIPANTS: 

HERBERT R. BLocH, Cincinnati 
Chairman, Board of Governors, H C-JlR 

RABBI MA RICE N. E1sE DRATH, New York 
President, AHC 

RABBI NELSON GL ECK, Cincinnati 
President, H C-JIR 

DR. SAMUELS. HoLLENDER,. Chicago 
Chairman, Exerutive Board> UAHC 

Formal Opening 
EAST BALLROOM 

Invocation . . . . RABBI HERMAN E. SNYDER, Springfield 
Vice-President, Alumni Assn., HUC-JlR 

Election of Temporary Chairman 
Appointment of Committees 

On Credentials 
On Permanent 0l'ganization 

On Behalf of the City of New York: HoN. R DOLPH HALL •Y 
• P'resident of the City Council of w York 

The Convention Preview 
JUDGE JosEPH G. SHAPIRO~ Bridgeport 

Chairman, Program Committee 
Greetings . . . . . . . . RABBI S1Mo G. KR IER 

President, Synagogue CounciJ of America 
Words of Welcome . . . . SYDNEY W. Roos, New York 

Chairman, New York Committee on Arrangements 
Response . . . . . . JuDGE SoLoMoN ELSNER, Hartford 

Vice.Chairman, Executive Board, UAHC 
Reports of Committees 

On Credentials 
On Permanent Organization 

Presentation of President of 42nd General Assembly 
Appointment of General Assembly Committees 

On President's Message 
On Resolutions 
On Nominations for Executive Board 
On Time and Place of Next General Assembly 
On Thanks 
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~unday 
(Continued) 

* 1:45 P.M.-

4:15 P.M. 

U.A.H.C. 

Workshops 

1a. New Trends in Jewish Education (Begins at 2:30 P.M.) 

(For Larger Congregations) 
GRA o BALLROOM - The Commodore 

CHAIRM : EDWARD H. CusHMA , Philadelphia 
Discu A T : J. S. AcKER , Chicago 

R BBI LEo FRA r, Detroit 
RESO RCE LEADER: DR. E :IA EL GAMORA 

General Discussion 

1 b. ew Trends in Jewi h Education 
(For Small r Con regations) 

EAST B LLRO 1 - The Commodore 
CH IR 1 : ZoL Ro. E FELD, 1 ackson, Mich. 
01sc A ·T : 1R . RY GE\J IRTZ !A , Jersey City 

RABBI 1 , South B nd 
R O RCE lE DER: 

Gen ral Discussion 

2 . The Functional ynagogue 
Accent on Worship and Study (Begins at 2:30 P.M.) 

(For Larger Congregations) 
P RLORS B n C - The Commodore 

: DR. LE AK , Cincinnati 
Ts: DAVID L. ULLMAN, Philadelphia 

RABBI ABRAHAi: 1 J.. KL ER, Boston 
RE O L AD R: RABBI JACOB D. SCHWARZ 

General Discussion 

2h. The Functional Synagogue 
Accent on Worship and Study 
(For Smaller Congregations) 

SouTH RooM - The Commodore 
CHAIR A : MR . PA LA CK RMAN, M eridz"an 
DI cu T : AX R. ScHRAYER, Chicago 

RABBI W OLLI KAELTER, McKeesport 
RE ouRcE LEADER: RABBI EuaE E J. LIP fAN 

General Discussion 
3a. Round the Year Programming for Youth (Begins at 

2:30 P.M.) 

(For Larger Congregations) 
CE TORY RooM - The Commodore 

: BER RD W. PRICE, San Francisco 
T : HE R J coB , eiv Orleans 

RABBI E GE EB. BoRownz, Chaplain, • N 

General Discussion 

4 



~nnday 
* (Continued) 

3b. Round the Y ar Programming for Youth 
(For Smaller Congregations) 

WEST BALLROOM - The Commodore 
cHAIRMA : MR . HA AH SALM, Houston 
v1scussA Ts: ALA D. BE ETT, St. Paul 

RABBI H. GoRE PER LM TER, /ohnstotun 
RE o RCE LEADER: RABBI SAM EL CooK 
General Discussion 

4a. The Synagogue and the Community 
( For Larger Congregations) 

Music RooM - The Biltmore 
CHAIRMA : 1Rv1NG KANE, Cleveland 
msc A Ts: CoL. DA IEL DE BRIER, Atlantic City 

RABBI ABRAHAM D. SHAW, Baltimore 
RESOURCE LEADER: RABBI JAY KAUFMAN 

General Discussion 

, 4b. The Synagogue and the Community 
(For Smaller Congregations) 

BILTMORE S ITE - The Biltmore 
CHAIRMAN: M·uR 0. SIGAL, Macon 
D1scussANTs: DAVID A. LocKsPEisER, Williamsport 

RABBI CARL l. MILLER. G'ary 
RESOlmCE LEADER: RABBI DA IEL . DAVIS 

General Discussion 

5a. Financial Security for the Synagogue 
(For Larger Congregations) 

Fo NTAIN CouRT - The Biltmore 
CHAIRMA : M1LT0 M. MANSHEL, Newark 
DiscussA T: b.vtNG M. CoBUR , Chicago 
RESOURCE LEADER: 1Rv1 o I. KATZ, Detroit 
General Discussion 

5b. Financial Security for the Synagogue 
(For Smaller Congregations) 

SMALL BALLROOM - The Roosevelt 

CHAIRMAN: A. B. PoLINSKY, Duluth 
n1scussANT: DR. LEONARD SHERMAN, Bay Shore 
RESOURCE LEADER: NAT EMA EL, New Rochelle 
General Discussion 

4:30 P. M. Open House at House of Living Judaism 
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~Und8! 

* (Continued) 
8:oo P. M. 

8:15 P. M. 

10.00 P. M. 

fflondaJ! 
9pril 20 

* I0:00 A. M. 

II:JO A. 1. 

1:45 P. M.-

4:15 P. M. 

U.A.H.C. 

Joint Meeting 

GRA D BALLROOM - The Commodore 

Religious Service 
S rmon . . . . . RABBI GEORGE B. LrnBERMA , Canton 
Reader of Service . . . . JEROME DAVIDSON, Kansas City 

President, l F1Y 
Music by the H brew Union School Quartet 

PRESIDI G: RoBERT P. GoLDMA , Cincinnati 
Past Pre ident, UAHC 

The Chairman Ms age . DR. S.S. HoLLE DER, Chicago 
Chairman, Executi e Board, AHC 

The State of Our Union 

R BBI M RICE . EI' ENDRATH, New York 
President, UAHC 

Reception to Delegates 
BY THE EW YORK 

FEDERATIO OF REFORM Y AGOGUES 
GRA. o B LLROO r A o WET B LLROOM -The Commodore 

Business Session 

Gx ND BALLROO - The Commodore 

Invocation . . • R BB L :WIS A. S now, Springfield, Ill. 
Financial Problem of the ni n and College-Institute 

PRE m1 G: P HIL P ME R , Cincinnati 
Vic -Chairman, Executive Board, UAHC 

Leader of Discussion . . H ERBERT R. BLOCH, Cincinnati 
Chairman, Board of Governors, HUC-JIR 

Award of Honor Certificates to 
ttOver the ToP'' Congregations in Combined Campaign 

Ia. 

DR. S. S. HoLLE. DER, Chicago 
General Chairman 

Workshops 

ew Trends in Jewish Education 
(For Larger Congregations) 

GRA n B LLROOM - The Commodore 
CHAIRMAN: DR. HAROLD M. PAIGE BA M, Troy 
D1scu SA Ts: Do ALO L. LoEB, Kansas City 

RABBI R1cHARD C. HERTZ, Detroit 
RESO RCE LEADER: DR. EMAN EL GAMORAN 

General D • scu sion 

6 



fflonday 
* 

{Continued) 

U.A.H.C. 

1b. New Trends in Jewish Education 

(For Smaller Congr gations) 

EAsT BALLROOM - The Commodore 

CHAIRMAN: MRs. JuuA HE 1c, Columbia, S. C. 

01sc SA TS: DR. JACOB ScHILDKRA T, Trenton 

RABBI HAROLD B. WAI TR P, Abington, Pa. 
RESOURCE LEADER: SAMUEL GRA D 

General Discussion 

2a. The Functional Synagogue 

Accent on Worship and Study 

(For Larger Congregations) 
PARLORS B A n C - The Commodore 

CHAIRMA : EDWARD KozBERG, Los Angeles 

DISCUSSANTS: DEA MEYERS, Houston 

RABBI ABRAHA I SHu TER 1:AN, Baltimore 

RESOURCE LEADER: RABBI JACOB D. SCHWARZ 

General Discus ion 

2b. The Functional Synagogue 

Ac,cent on Worship and ' tudy 

(For Smaller Congr gations) 
SouTH RooM - The Commodore 

CHAIRMA : Lom WELLHousE, JR., Tampa 

n1scu SA Ts: DR. HYMA J. ETTLI GER, Austin 

RABBI DAVID Pou H, Chicago 

REso RCE LEADER: RABBI EucE E J. L1PMA 

General Discussion 

3a. Round the Year Programming for Youth 

(For Larger Congregations) 
VA DERBILT SUITE -The Biltmore 

CHAIRMA : Sm EY R. RoBINso , Chicago 

DI c SSA Ts: IRvI G LEVITAS, Kansas Ct'ty 
RABBI MAURICE DAVIS, Lexington 

RESOURCE LEADER: Miss ELEANOR ScHWARTZ 

General Discussion 
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ffionda~ 
* (Continued} 

b. Round the Year Programming for Youth 

(For Smaller Congregations) 

WEST B LLROOM - The Commodore 

CH IRl-.!A : H RRY L. LAw ER, Dayton 
Discus A T : R . IR GRISH VER, Brookline 

RABBI RICHARD E. S1 GER, W. Palm Beach 
RE ouRcE LEADER: R BBi SA i EL CooK 

General Discussion 

4a. The Synagogue and the Community 

(For Larger Congr gations) 

IC RooM - The Biltmore 

CHAIR tA : LA RIE T. SIMO KY, Toronto 
DI c A Ts: E I EL EMROCH, Richmond 

RABBI 1 RICE GoLDBL TT, Indianapolis 
RE O RCE. LEADER: RABBI J Y K FMA 

General Discussion 

4b. The Synagogue and the Community 

{For SmaUer Congregations) 

B1L -r 10RE S IT - The Biltmore 

CHAIR A : GEORGE B I ANKSTEIN, Greensboro 

m cussANT : RoBERT S GAL., Newton, Mass. 
RABBI MEYER ABRAMOWITZ, Sharon 

RESO RCE LEADER: RABBI DA I L L. DAVIS 

General Discussion 

4:30 P. M. Open House at House of Li ing Judaism 

8 foint Meeting 
:OO P. M. 

8:15 P. M. 

U.A.H.C. 

GRA o BALLROOM - The Commodore 

Religious Service 
Sermon . . . R BBI JERO n: D. FoLKMA , Columbus, 0. 

Reader of Service. . . RABBI ALBERT MARTI , Bridgeport 
Music by the Hebrew Union School Quartet 

A Panel 

Progr ss in Religious Education 

30th Anniversary of Commission on Jewish Education 
PRESIDI a: Mils. HuGo DAL HEIMER, Baltimore 

8 



fflonda~ 
* 

(Continued) 

1rursda~ 
gpril 21 

* 
I0:00 A. M. 

2:00 P. M. 

Our Achievements . RABBI BAR ETT R. BRICK ER, Cleveland 

Our Problems . . . . . . . MoRTIMER MAY, ashville 

Our Future Program . DR. EMANUEL GAMORAN, ew York 

Summation . . . RABBI PHILIP S. BER STEIN, Rochester 

Discussion 

Business Session 

GRA o B LLRooM - The Commodore 
Invocation . . . . RABBI ALBERT G. M1NDA, Jinneapolis 

Revision of Constitution and By-Laws 
lRv1 F E, Kansa City 

Report of Committee on President's Message 

A Panel 

Gn. D B LLROOM - The Commodore 

Building the Reform Movement 
PRE 101 c: JoH Sro ~E, Los Angeles 

A Dramatization 
A New Congregation Is Born" 

by MAURICE BARRETT, RABDIS ALBERT BAU {, D IEL DAVI 
and S. M. SILVER 

Adapted and produced by MAURlCE BARRET'r 

Prologue: JAY JosTYN - Mrss RUTH HILL 

CAsr: GEORGE PRUNG, MARTIN B1 GYER, JACQUALI E Bo HM, 
Ol\1+.·tA SCl-ILOSS, ALLEN STEI BERG, OF THE D IFL P. 

HAYS SOCIETY, TEMP'LE ISRAEL, EW YORK 

Value of a Large Congregation 
DI c ANTS: J DGE OL RuBE TEIN, Albany 

1Rv1 G M. SHLE KER, Houston 
Incentives for ew Congregations 

n1scus A Ts: MR . ABRAHAM D. Lo o , Elizabeth, 1 • /. 

Do ALD L. DA IELS, ewton, 1ass. 
RESOURCE LEADER: RABBI ALBERT G. BAU f 

Discussion 

A 

H 

C 

1 

4:30 P. M. Open Hou eat House of Living Judaism 

8:oo P. M. 

U.A.H.C. 

/oint Meeting 

GRAND BALLROOM - The Commodore 
Religious Service 
Sermon . . . . . . RABBI DUDLEY WEI BERG, Boston N 
Reader of Serv·ce. . RABBI MELVIN WEIN IAN, Waterbury 
Music by the Hebrew Union School Quartet A. 
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1tucsda~ 
(Continued) 

8:15 P. M. 

iWcdncs a~ 
£lpril 22 

* 
I0:00 A. f. 

I:OO P. 

Symposium 

RA D B LLRoo - The Commodore 
On th Thr shold of the Fourth Century of American 

Judaism 

In Observance of the T re ntenary of the Arrival of the Jews 
in w Am terdam 1654 

PRE 101 a: EuGE •E B. T SBURGER, Pittsburgh 

The Re ord of the Past . R BBI B RTR M \V. KoR , Phi/a. 

The nni r ary Obs r ance . . . . RALPH E. SA WEL 

Chairman, American Jewish Tercentenary Committee 

The Challenge of the Future 
R BBi ABB HrLLEL SILVER, Cleveland 

Di cussion 

Business Session 

GRA o BALLRoo 1 - The Commodore 

Invocation . . . . RABBI HYMA J. ScH cHTEL, Houston 

Report on haplaincy . R BBI MoRRI LEBER fA T, Baltimore 

Chairman, Joint Committee on Chaplaincy 

A ,P,anel 

R port on Laymen s Sur ey of Reform Jewish Trends 
PR IDINc: HARoLo W. Du.BI sKY, St. Louis 

\Vhat the Laymen Report; S. HERBERT KAUFMAN, Harrisburg 

Summation . . . . R BBI ORTO M. BERMA , Chicago 

Discussion 

Bar Mitzvah Annive,sary Luncl:,eon and Youth Pageant 

EAsT BALLROOM - The Commodore 

In ocation . . . . . W 1LLIAM YoFFEE 

ational Chaplain, FTY 
PRE ID ING: J EROM D vm o , Kansas City 

President, FTY 

Pageant.· The NFTY Builders 

The Idea Portrayed . . AoRr E MoTcH, Chicago 

aerator . . . . . . . . RoN MIGUEL, San Francisco 

Honor Citations and Awards 
Afternoon Open for Committee i'1.eetings 

and Sightseeing 

4:30 P. M. Open Hou e at House of Living Judaism 

10 
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Wtdntsday 
(Continued) 

* 7:00 P. M. 

11Chursday 
gpril 2; 

The Banquet 

GRA D BALLROOM - The Commodore 

Invocation . . . . . . RABBI J osEPH L. FI K, Buffalo 
Pre ident, CCAR 

PRESIDI G: RABBI Jo AH B. WisE, ew York 

A Message . . . . . RABBI EL o GL ECK, Cincinnati 

PRESE TATIO 

The Fried r Award . . ALEXA 

Message of Israel Award to ABC 

To Retiring President of FTS 
The President-El ct of NFTS . 

Pre ident, H C-JJ R 

DER FRIEDER, Cincinnati 

. DR. S. . HoLL n R 

• MR • Lo 1 . Ros • TT 

Musical Program . HEBREW U 10 ScHooL oF SAc ED 

Address . . . . . . . . . . . ERIC J H T 

Pres., Motion Picture A ociation of America 

Benediction . RABBI ALBERT M. LEw1s, Los Angeles 

Business Session 

GRA D BALLROOM - The Commodore 

* Invocation. ,. . RABBI NATHANIEL S SHARE, etu Orleans 

10:00 A. M. 

U.A.H.C. 

Reports of General Assembly Committees 

On Resolutions 
On ominations 
On Time and Place of Next General Assembly 

On Thanks 

Benediction . . . . . . RABBI FELIX A. LEVY, Chicago 

Adjournment 
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Visit Our Exhibi,t 
at Commodore Hotel 

I E T BALLROOM 

Gratitude is expressed to Benrus Watch Co. and Gimbel 

Bros. for their graciousness in granting us the assistance 

of their staffs in preparing UAHC and FTS exhibits. 

The House of Living Judaism may be isited daily during 

the Conv ntion from 4:30 to 6:00 P. . The newly dedicated 

Chapel will be op n for sil nt meditation and prayer. 

An E hibit of Biblical Paintings by John Shayn, as well 

as the Unions Traveling Art Exhibit, can be seen at the 

House of Li ing Judaism. 

The Staff of the Union will b a . ailable for consultation 

on Synagogue Problem . Arrang ments may be made at 

Information Desk. 

The new film strips, produced by our Audio-Visual 

Department, will be shown throughout the Convention. 



Radio Broadcasts 

Rabbi Silver's address of Tuesday night will be heard in 

a delayed broadcast over the .B.C. Radio etwork Thurs­

day, April 23, 11 :30 P.M. 

Mr. Johnston's address of Wednesday night will be 

broadcast over the C.B.S. Radio Network. 

David Weiss, winner of the Frieder Literary Award, will 

be heard on "The Author Speaks," an .B.C. Radio et­

work program, Saturday, April 25, 5:30 P.M. 

The Convent-ion Committee 

OscAR M. LAZARUS, General Chairman 

EMIL N. BAAR 

PAUL M. HAHN 

CHARLES s. R.uzE 

} Vice-Chairmen 

SYD EY W. Roos, Chairman, CoMMITI"EE ON ARRANGEMENTS 

DR. SAMUEL S. HoLLENDER, Chairman, EXECUTIVE BOARD, 

UAHC 

RABEi MAURICE N. E1sE DRATH, President, UAHC 

JuDGE JosEPH G. SHAPIRO, Chairman, PRoGRAM COMMITTEE 

RABBI Loms I. EGELSoN, Secretary, PROGRAM CoMMITTEE 
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i,unda! 
2lpril 19 

* II:OO A.M.-

4:00 P.M. 

.F.T.S 

toth 2lnni\1trsa(1! «ron\ltntion 
XIX BIENNIAL ASSEMB.L 
Rational jrdrration of 11rcmplc ~istcrhoods 

Theme: Judaism and Life Today - The Prospect before Us 
Be strong and of good courage for the Lord thy Go<l is 

with thee whithersoever thou goest.' 

ROOSEVELT IIOTEL 

Registration - all day - B Leo Y Lo • GE 

GRA D BALLROO; '.[ 

Opening Brunch 
In honor of MR . ABRAM S1Mo , Washington, D. C. 

FTS F under and Honorary Pre ident 

PRE mrnc: MR . Lom A. Ro ETT, 1 ew Rochelle, . Y. 
President, NFTS 

1 voe TmN (To be recited in unison : 

Father in Heaven, as once again Vile a emble, , 'e ask Thy 
b]e ·ng on our undertakings.. For th privile e of \ ,or kin_-, 
together in Thy name, for heahh and tr ngth, for he earnest­
ness and zeal of our leaders, for 1e kindne 'i , nd ~ffection we 
have for one another, do we thank Thee. We are mindf 1 of our 
friends who are unable to break bread " ith us tl i <l y. ,r nt 
that they soon again may join han<ls \ ith us in our Jab r . , \men. 

Greetings 
ew York Hostess Sisterhoods 

MR . WILLIAM J. LEFFLER, Tuckahoe , 1• Y. 
President, FTS District o. 3, ew York S at Federation 
n-U. S. Units . MR . LoR TE GREE. 1E, Toronto, Can. 

Vice-Pre ident Holy Blossom Temple i tcrhoo 
Conference Committee a ional Jewish Women's Orgs. 

MRs. HERMAN B. LE I E, W. Englewood, 1 • /. 

Chai ;:-111.i:1 

The President, AHC 
DR. MA RICE . E1sE DRATH, New York, . Y. 

Appointment of Con ention Committee (Rule , Credenti. ls, 
ominations President's Message, Resolutions Thanks 

Thp Brunch 
Co-Hostesses . . . . Sisterhoods of the Me ropolita 

ew York Area and FTS 
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undey 
(Continued) 

* 

4:3o -
6:oo P.M. 

.F.T. . 

Rules Committee R port 
CH IR : MR . H co BLOOMFIELD, Lexington, Ky. 

President FT Di trict o. 12, 
Kentucky-T nn e F d ration 

Pr liminar t o ntials ommitt 
CHAIR 1 . H H P , Chicago, Ill. 

Fir e-P Di tri o. 18, Illinoi F derati n 

Presid 
. Ro ETT, et Rochelle 

R port of 
R • R L. L mm, Pittsburgh 

Rep rt o p ial ommittee on Budg t and Financ 
CH IR r : MR . IRvI c . H LLOBOW, Evanston, Ill. 

Executi e Board Member 

Program 011 the 40th Anniversary of FT S 
PR IOI c: R . BR r . G o tA , Cedarhurst, . Y. 

nv ilin of Portrait of 
PRE E T TIO : MR . 

RE PO . E: MR. 

Executi e Board Member 
FT Bi nnial Pr ram ommittee 

R . R I m ~,Hon.President 
. F. KL 1 , G,-eensboro, . C. 

Pr id nt, FT Di trict o. 8 
ew York 

Third Vice-President, NITS 
, Washington, D. C. 

isterliood Haggadah \: ritt n b R . B RTR :1 KL ER, 
Au. tin, T x. 

Pr nt d by he i t rh d h r I of the 
i t rho d of Temple I ra I R chell . Y. 

J. LE 

arrator 
companist 

. . Chairman, Sisterhood Choral 

on ention ommitt eting 
ommittee on r dential - Vand rbilt Ro m 
CH IR 1 R . H RBERT H PT r , Chicago, Ill. 

Committ on ominations for th Executi e Board 
tu e ant Room 

R • 

CHAIR. 1 

THO CH\ RTZ, Philadelphia, Pa. 
E ecuti ard Member 

sag - Van l rbilt Ro m 2 
LICK, tamford, Conn. 

1dent i tcrh d f Temp} I rael, 
orwalk 

1 



~unday 
(Continued) 

* 

Committe on Resolutions - Vanderbilt Room 1 

CHAIR : MR . GERTR DE KALLI , Los Angeles, Calif. 
President, FTS District o. 24, tern Federatio 

Committee on Thanks - Vand rbilt Room 6 

CH IR."1A : Rs. Lo IS L BLI ER, Portland, 01·e. 
President, Temp] Beth I rad i terho d 

8 Joint Meeting with UAHC 
:OO P.M. 

fflonda! 
2lpril 20 

* 9:00-
10:30 A. {. 

.F.T .. 

Commodore Hotel - GR o ALLR o r 

Conferences with Chairman of FTS Committees 
Budget and Finance - Library 
District F d rations - Vanderbilt Room 5 

mergency Ser ices - Vanderbilt Room 3 
Evaluation - Vanderbilt Room 3 
Family Education - Library 
Field Services - Vand rbilt Room 5 
House of Living J udais,n - Vanderbilt Room 5 
Interfaith Activities - Vanderbilt Room 3 
Jewish Ceremonials and Art - Vanderbilt Room 4 
Jewish Literature for the Blind - Vand rbilt Ro m 3 
Peace and World Rdations - Library 
Programs - Li ' rary 
Religious Extensi.on - Vanderbilt Room 5 
Religious School - Vanderbilt Room 4 
Revision ,of By-Laws - Vanderbilt Room 4 
Scholarship and Religious Educ ion Fund - Rooms 

E and F 
Uniongrams - Rooms E and F 
World Union for Progressive Judaism Activities - Room 

E and F 
Youth Activities - Vanderbilt Room 4 

Eye-O pen er Con/ er enc es for Presidents 

INVOCA no (To be recited in unison): 
AJmighty God, we invoke Thy blessing upon thi meeting. ,uide 
us who are privileged to lead our i terhood. a our delibcr. -
tion be conducted with wisdom and understanding, our very 
word unselfi h and sincere. Enlighten our mind to comprehen 
Thy laws, that our decisions may be ju t and upri ht. bm • u 
Thy truth that we may make of our Si terhood a fortre s f 
strength, , hence hall come forth truth and in piration f r 11 
I rael, for al who honestly strive to kno v Thee. nles Thou, 
0 Lord build the hou e the builder la or but in vain. nle. 
Thou, 0 Lord, lead u , our endeavors will be to no avai . 
\ ithout Thee, we needs must foil. With Tl ee, \ e cannot but 
succeed. Amen. 
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fflondo~ 
(Continued) 

* 

10;40 A.M.-
12:40 P,M. 

.F.T.S. 

1. ew Sisterhoods (Five Years old or less) - Vanderbilt 
Room 8 

CH IRMA : fr. . HARRY JACOB ON, W. Des Moines, la. 
Executive Board Member, 
Past President, FTS District o. 20 

2. mallcr Si erhoo<ls (Les than 100 members) - Vander­
bilt Rooms 3, 4, 5 

CHAIR IA : fas. ALEXA DER. Ku E, Clarksdale, Miss. 
President, FT District o. 16, Mississippi­
Arkansas Federation 

3. M dium Sized Sisterhoods (One hundred to 400 
member.;) - Small Ballroom 

cHAIRMA : MRs. HERBERT HART, Piedmont, Calif. 
President, Sisterhood Temple Sinai, Oakland, Calif. 

4. Large i terhoods (Four hundred or more members) 
Rooms E and F 

CHAIRM : 1R . PERRY SEGAL, Chicago, lll. 
Preside!'lt, FTS District o. 18, Illir.ois Federation 

W m·ksho ps ~· Facing Common Problems 

''Ex ept the Lord build the hou e they lab r in vain that build it." 

1. Str ngthening Home and Synagogue - Vanderbilt 
Rooms 3,,, 4, 5 

,(Covering the activities of the Committees on 
Family ·ducation; Je ish C remonials and Art; 
Religiuus Extension ) 
Including personal prayer, adult Je ish educa­
tion, ynagogue a tendance, joy of Je ish living. 

fODER.'\TOR: fas. JACOB P. R DI , Great 6 eek, N. Y. 
Executive oard Member 

RAP ORTE R: MRs. ALBERT FARBER, Philadelphia, Pa. 
E. ecutive Board Member 

Dl C TS IO T A D RE O URCE LE DER : 

f s. S. :-.. UEL B. DA 1TO, Hunti11,gton Woods, icli. 
Executive 01rd Member, 

Pa t Pre ident, T District r . 1 n1ichir,an Federation 
r · EL CovrcH, River Fore ·t, Ill. 

ice- r sident, FT District o. 18, Illinois Federation 
C ROLENE wr CH HEIMER, etV York 

TS A sist nt to the Director 

\ orking with Youth - H ndrik Hudson Room 
(Co erin° the activities of the Committ es on 
Y uth ActiYities; RcJigiou chool ) 

1 



ffiondaJ! 
(Continued) 

* 

.. T .. 

10DER TOR: M . JEROME L. SAL 1, Houston, Tex. 
ecuti Boar f mher 

Chairman FT Commit con 'outh ActiviLit:: 
RAPPORTEUR: 1R . LEROY Gu ER, Rockville Cemrc, 

Chairmant Committee 
FT District o. 3, w 

. Y. 
of 

DI CU 10 A D RE URCE LEAD£R : 

DR. ABRAHA 1 • FRA ZBLAU, etv York 
Dean, Hebrew Union School of ducation and acr d M 1sic 

MRs. DAVID E. JACOBS., Los Angeles, Calif. 
Executive Board Member 
Chairmant NFTS Committee on Religiou ch I. 

MRs. J ULIU L1PMA , St. Petersburg,. Fla. 
Vice~Chairman, FTS Committee n odd nr n 
for Progressive Judaism Acti ities 

M1 s ELEA OR ScHWARTZ, New York 
Assistant Director, ational Federation f T mp] Y mth 

. Meeting the Interests of Sisterhood 1emb r - ram] 
Ballroom 

(Covering the activities of the Committe . on 
Programs; Interfaith Activities) 
Including activa·ting and integrating member· rn 
the dire,ction of isterhood goal . 

IODERAToa:: Mn.· . Jos.EPH . KocH, Dallas_. T ex. 
President FTS Di tric o. 22, 
Texas.Oklahoma Federation 

R PPORTE R: MR . HE. RY B. L EVI.,, P i ne Bluff, Ark. 
Third Vice-Pres,ident, _ FTS D i trict o. I 6, 
Mississippi~Arkan as Federation. 

DISC SSIO A ~D E O RCE LE DERS: 

MR . LAWR.E. CE C. FRIEDLA. DER., Cliicago, Ill~ 
Executi e Board f mbcr 

Chairman, NFTS Committee on Int rfaith Activities 

fR . HoRAc H RT., Rochester, L • Y. 
E e uti e ar I m ~r 

Executive Board 
Chairman, FT Commit ee on . 

4. De eloping ~ chniques for Sist rhood Goa s - m II 
BaHroom 

( Covering the activiti of the C mmi tt ·~ on 
Union.gram ; cholarship and Re1igi u E ~ca- N 
tion; including Ways and Means for meetmg 
1 cal and Ff re pon ibilitie and c oper· -
tion with out ide organization . ) A. 
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fflonday 
(Contmtted) 

* 

4:30-
6:00 P.M. 

.F.T .. 

mo TOR: MR . SoL G1T o , haker Heights, 0. 
F urth Vic -Pre ident, FT 

Chairman, FT Committ e on cholarship and 
Rcli iou Educati n Fund 

R pp RTE R: MR . ] 0 • PH i3. H R T, 
Pa t Presid nt, 

orfolk, Va. 
FT District 0. 8 

D R: 

E, Cindnnati, 0. 
Pr idcnt, I aac j e Temple isterhood 

1, Harri on, . Y. 
Pre id nt, men' Guild of the hite Plains 
J wi h Community C nter 

1 J • PHI E cnoE. ' BOR, , tv York 

PR IDI • 

nti 

1R.L 

FT Admini trati e Assi tan t 

Busines Ses io,1 

R DB LLROO f 

eiv Rochelle, . Y. 

To be r ci:ed in tmison) : 
uch our i • with th burnin coal of 

t all If-. el-in all ain 
o it u£Iu e u , ith trength 

falter in our loving er i e 
to all mankind. men. 

, Chicago, Ill. 

n _ ·i ion of By-La, 
ID L. Z 1 LO K , Tampa, Fla. 

Executi e ard M mb r 

m 'and rbilt R om 
n mi nation for the E cu i, e Board 

nt Room 
mm1 n R oluti n - and rbilt Room 1 

ommitt e on Thanks - nderbilt Room 6 

Con£ r n , ith hairm n of FT Committ 
Bud ,.et and Financ - Libr ry 
Di tri t <l rations - nd rbilt Room 5 

rvi and rbilt Room 3 
E •aluation - anderbilt R om 3 
Family Edu ation - Library 

.... o 



fflonda! 
( Continued) 

* 

:00 P.M. 

1rutsda~ 
april 21 

* 10:00 . l. -

12:30 P.~ 1. 

.F.T .. 

Field Ser ic and rbilt Room 5 
House of Li ing Jud ism - andcrbilt Room 5 
Interfaith Acti iti s - Vand rbilt I oom 3 
J vi h Cer monia s and rt - Van<l rbilt Room 4 
J ish Literatur or the Blind - \ \ nJcrbilt R m 3 
P ace and V rl<l R lations - Librar 
Pro ram - Library 
Religiou Ext n ion - and rbilt ' o m 
Religious chool - ., and r1 il~ Roo1 4 

e ision of By-Laws - and rbilt Room 4 
holarship and Rel ·gious Edu ation Fund - R 011 

Eand F 
Uniongram - R oms E and F 
Vorld U ion for Pro ressiY J udai m ti\'iti ~ - R n 

Eand F 
Youth Acti iti .... s - an<lerbilt Ro m 4 

Joint Meeting with UAHC 
Commodore Hotel - GR D B LL Roo ! 

Business S s ion 
GR R LR 

PRE lDI c : I l'W Rochelle, t • Y. 
Presiden, 

. e a k our ble::. in upon us, 0 1 ·d our G <l Thm '"110 art 

ur Le· der an 1 our ource of in pira ion. Help us to .1tt. in 
the goal which Tliou I a t set for u. and give u th ,·n lt 

aid other to accomplish their high purp es. ay thi a cml !age, 
repr sentative of active Jewi h womanh od, humbl onl in 
service to Thee be filled with the flame of aml ition, th " 

harmony of Io e the Ii ht of compas ion and the dynamic 
force of creative energ . Instill " ithin u the pirit of wisdom T 
and under tanding, 1 e . pirit f coun el and migh t c spiri 
of kno\ Jedo and of the love of The . Amen. 

R port of Committee on Re ision of By-Laws ( con ti nu ! ) 
en IRM R. D JD L. ZrnLo.• ·., Tampa, Fla. 

R f m mitt e on omin ti n n<l El cti n f B ~ rJ 
mb rs 

CH IRM R . A TPO y cm\.\RTZ, Pldadelphia, Pa. 

Report of Committee on Resolution 
CHAIRMA1 : MR, . GERTR DE KAL Ji , Los Angeles, Calif. 

Report of Committee on Presidents M sage 
CH IR t. . : 1n . ILICK, tamford, Conn. 
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~ucsday 
(Continued) 

* 2:30-

4:00 P. f. 

.F.T .. 

Town Hall Meeting: Sisterhood in the World­
Building a Stronger Movement 

GRA D BALLROO { 

"Th rk of ur h nd , t bli h Thou it." 

PRE 101 c: MR . BR 1 edarkurst, . Y. 
h irman, FT Comm and • orld Relation 

1 ocATIO To be recited in unison): 
ur Fath r in Heav n, \ e tand before Thee today in humility 

t thank Th f r all Thy bl ing in the pa t. We pray that 
w m b worthy of th m in th day that lie before u . May 
, • ev r . mplify the noble id al f our reli ion in all our 
relation ith our f llm men. 

Th u ha t , at hed over u and c red for u ; Thou ha t gi en 
u health and tren th and no, we b ech Thee, 0 Hea enly 
f ath r, aid Thou u to b come more rthy of our great 
h rit g . 

Be Th u with u in ev ry n<le vor. Illumine our path with 
the Ii ht Th \\ i <lorn. fa thr u h our labor , help to 
k p aliv the fl ming id al and brotherhood in the 
h art of II men. Amen. 

1 DI:. \TOR: l fts 1ew York 

l. B yon<l he 

Ex cuti Director, FT 

nd R Ii iou Education Fund and 
n for Pr re sive Judaism) 

I . H co , Cinci1mati, Ohio 

ithin Our 

Fel tudc:nt, H br nion College-
In R ligion, incinnati 

ampai n - ne <l of the Uni n 
e-In titut ) 

fR . H co D L H 1 1 R, Pikesville, Md. 
Fir t Vic -Pr i nt r T 

Chairm n, i t rho d Di i ion, Com in d Campaign 
f the nion and the College-In titute 

Fronti rs 
( . 

an orl<l Rel 
RABBI R o B. T ockvill , , . 

tual c yn ~ o 
rman Co on Justic 

the AR 



'itucsde! 
(Continued) 

* 4:30 P.M. 

8:oo P.M. 

~cdnrsda~ 
april 22 

* 
9:00-

10:30 A.M. 

J.1.id-Convention Meeting of FTS Executive Board 

VA DERBILT RooM 3, 4 5 

1 vocATIO (To be recited in unison): 

A ~e begin our labors, 0 Father, e turn to Tl ee in p . yer, 
humbly beseeching Thy guidance. Help us , ho are charg d ith 
the high respon ibility of directing the affair of our i tcrho d. 

i e u the understanding, the discernment, and the\ ill to bor 
fe rle sly and incerely for the g)ory of Tl y name and f r hy 
people, Israel. Prosper our undertaking for good. Bring u all 
to a more perfect Io e of Thee,. to a more e1fle s r ice of hy 
people, I rael, and a11 mankind. Be Thou with our i terhood 
and a11 our dear one, now and forevermore. Amen. 

Joint Meeting with UAHC 

Commodore Hotel - GRA D BALLROOM 

1 ocATION (To be recited in unison): 

lmighty God, we im•,oke Thy blessing upon this meetin . Cui 
u who are pr• ileged to lead our isterh od. May our delib r -
tion be conducted \\tith wisdom and under tanding our e 'ery 
word unselfish and sincere. Enlighten our minds to comprehend 
Thy laws,, that our decisions may be just and upri ht. Show s 
Thy truth that we may make of our Si terhoo a f r res f 
strength, whence shaH come forth truth and inspiration f r all 
I rael, for all who honestly strive to know Thee. n le Th u, 
0 Lord, build the house, the builders labor but in Yain. Uni 
Thou, 0 Lord, lead us, our endea or , ill be to no avai . 
Without Thee, we needs must fai1. With Thee, , e cannot bu 
succeed. Amen. 

Eye-Open r Conference for District Presidents - anderbilt 
Room 8 

CHAIR t:A : R . C. C. STRA B RG R, Knoxville, Tenn. 
econd Vice-Pre ident. T 

Chairman, FTS Committee on District Federa ions 

Workshops: Facing Co1111non Problems 

10:00 A. 1.- 2. Working with Youth - Hendrik Hudson Room 
12:00 0 

10:40 . {.-

12:40 P.M. 

.. T .. 

1. trengthening Home and Synagogue-Vanderb ·1t ooms 
3, 4, 5 
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flltdntsda~ 
(Continued) 

* 

r:oo P.,1:. 

7:00 P.M. 

1thnrsday 
2lpril 23 

* rn:oo A. 1:.-

12:45 P. I. 

N.F.T.S. 

3. Meeting the Interests of Sisterhood Members - Grand 
Ballroom 

4. De eloping Techniques for Sisterhood Goals - Small 
Ballroom 

/oint Luncheon and Youth Pageant 

Commodore Hot 1 - EAsT BALLROOM 

(Tickets purchasable on Balcony Lounge - Hotel Roose elt) 
Pageant will be presented by FTY 

Afternoon Open 

The Banquet 

Commodore Hotel - GRA o BALLROO 1 

Business Session 

GRA D BALLROO { 

PREsmi. G: MRs. Lour A. Ros 'TT., Tew Roe h elle., . Y. 
President., FTS 

INVOCATION ( To be recited in unison): 

·we ask Thy blessing, 0 Lord our God, on thee women upon 
whom the leadership of our isterhood Federation falls this 
d y. Be v ith them, and prosper them in all they undertake. 

ive them understan ing and the spirit of coun el, of wisdom 
nd of might. Help them to direct our Sisterhood Federation in 

right path. May they enjoy abundant heath and strength. Keep 
far from u petty prejudices nd smallne s of soul. Consecrate 
all of u ane~ to the reat work v hich we have undertaken 
in behalf of this Congregation of Israel, and of all mankind. 
Amen. 

Presentation of Sisterhood Charters 

MR . ALBERT J. MAY, ew York 
Honorary Member, Executive Board 

ward of Blanche R. Stolz Trophies and Uniongram Honor 

MR . J Ro rn D. FoLK 1 , Bexley., Ohio 
Executiv Board Memb r 

Chairman, FT Committee on Uniongrams 
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1thursday 
(Continued) 

* 

I:OOP. f. 

. ·.T .. 

ards of Program Contest 

1R . S :1 foHR, Atlanta, Ga. 

Chairman, FT 

Rapporteurs of orkshops 

1 port and Discussion of Special Committee on • l ua ion 

cHAIRM : MR • HE RY o KY, Los. ngcles 
R cordinr, er t ry, FT 

n tallation of Officers for 1953- 5 
fa . L o L. \ TTER , etv York 

Pa t Pr id n t. FT 
w Business 

Adj o urmn ent 

B 01cno ( To be recited in tm£son 

Thou Eternal One, Thou \ a t , ith u in the 10nm 
Thou wilt be ith us in the end. 

ur thinking ha b n cl. rified by our <l lib r. ti 
e pray t at throu h them our purpo e ma n 

, tren then d. De Thou \ ith each of us a w return to o 1r 

homes· cau e Thy pirit to enter our hea t that w nl'ly 
truly united to do Tl y ill. men. 

Post-Co ve, ion Ex cutive 

I · CAT o T (To be r cit din z:11ison ): 

ve • labor F t 1er we turn to • r 
b Thy idance. H elp us I 
1 ili y ir · in the aff I 

ta t di t i cernmen I 
rely for t lory of Thy 

I os er o r ert kin s for u 
to a lo e of Th to a more el f Thv 
people I d all mankind. Be Th u w rho ; 
and all our d ar one , no, and fore rmore. Amen. 

ates 
Throughout the Biem ial - Displa;1s 

Roo :1s - -C 

... 5 

nion Hous o • Li ·in 
nue ( ou h • t A. 

T 
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1thursda~ 
( Continued) 

.F.T .. 

Fifth A nue and Ea t 65th Street w York each aft r-

n on during th Bi nnial from 4:30-6: 0 P.~ 1. 

* 
i it to the Hebrew mon College-Jc, ish In titute of 

R ligion 40 st 6 th tre t e" York . Y. should be 
included by del gate and in their ightseeing. 

* 
D legat s and visitors way al o wish to include a isit to the 
United ation . One hour tours 1 a from th G neral 

s mbly Building, First A enue and East 46th Str et at 
fifteen minute inter al daily from 9 :00 .M.-4 :45 P. r. 

* 
Delegates and vi itors are invited to see the new quarters of 
the Jewi h Braille Institute of America, Inc. of which FTS 
is the patron body, at 101 West 55th Street ew York, . Y. 
The J wish Braille Library transcribed largely by 
hood women i a project of the In titute. 

* 
FTS con cntioneers are requ t d to use their free time, 

\Vednesday a t moon or individual sightseeing so that 
ight eeing doe not int rf r with attendance at Biennial 

s1ons. 

26 



.. T .. 

0fficcrs 
ATIO AL FEDERATlO OFT fPLE I T RHOOD 

1950-53 

.rm . ABRA f I !O , ·~ ashington, D. c., H ORARY R ~ IDE T 

.fR . LOUI A. RO ETT, ew Rochelle, . Y., PRESIDE T 

!R . HUGO DALSHEIMER Pikesville, Md., FIRS VICE-PR IDEI 'T 

fR . C. C. TRA B GER, Knoxville, Tenn., ECO. D 
VICE-PRE ID T 

1 fR . JULI MARK ew York, . Y., THIRD VICE-PRF. IDE T 

:MRS. OL GITSO , Shaker Heights, Ohio, FOURTH ICE-PRF ID T 

fR . HE RY MO KY, Los Angeles, Calif., RECORDI G 
ECRETARY 

L. LAMBIE, Pittsburgh, Pa., TREAS RER 

fl JANE EV A S, New York, . Y., EXECUTI E DIR CTOR 

CHAIRME OF FT COMMITTEES 

Budget and Finance 
MRS. IRV! G E. HOLLOBOW, E11amto , liJ. 

District Federations 
MRS. C. C. TRA BURGER, Knoxville, Tenn. 

Emergency Services• 
MR . LOUIS I. EGELSO , ew York, . Y. 

Evaluation• 
SKY, Los Angeles, Calif. 

Family Education 
fR. MO ES M. SCHWARTZ, Houston, Tex. 

Field Services• 
MR. JULI HE IG, Columbia, S. C. 

House of living Judaism• 

fR . EDWARD B. CHULKI D, ew York, . Y. 

• Special Committc.c 
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.F.T.S. 

Inter/ aith Activities 

MRS. LA WRE TCE C. FRIEDL DER, Chicago, JJI. 

/etuish Ceremonials and Art 

MR . J. WALTER FREIBERG, Cincinnati, Ohio 

/ ewish Literature for tl1e Blind 

MRS. HARRY H. LOWE STEI , East Orange, . ]. 

Peace and World Relations 

fR . ABRAM V. GOOD {A , Cedarh,mt, N. Y. 

Programs 

MR . SAM MOHR, Atlanta, Ga. 

Religious Extension 

fR . MERV! A. BLACH, Birmingham Ala. 

Religiotts Schools 

MR . DAVID E. JACOB , Los Angel s, Calif. 

Revision of By-Laws 

. D ID . ZI L ' , ampa, r;J.1. 

Scholarship and R ligious Education Fund 

ffi . SOL GIT O , h.iker H ighJJ, Ohio 

Union grams 

fR . JERO .fE D. FOU MA 1, Bexley, Ohio 

orld Union for Progres ive Judaism Activities• 

M . HAR LD A T f 1 filtm11kee, lf'is. 

Y ot th Acti ities 

fR . JEROME L. AL f, Houston, T x. 

Fr EXE 

II 
MI 

JA EVA ew Yo,k, n;·p 

JO ·PHI E SCHOE 

• pedal C mmittee 

2 

DIR 

ork, I ISTRATIVE 
Ju. T 



r.F.T.S. 

MISS CAROLE E W ACHE HEIMER, ew York, 
ASSlSTA T TO THE DIREC OR 

DR. DIA A BER STEI , Netu York, PROGRAM AND PUB rc 
RELATION I TANT 

USS E WASSERSTEIN, New York, SECRETARY TO THE 
EXECUTIVE DIRECroR 

XIX DIE IAL ASSEMBLY PROGRA f CO fMITTEE 

MRS. ABRAM V. GOODMAN, Cedarh11r11, . Y., CH.AIRM.A 

MRS. FABIA CRYSTAL, Woodmere, . Y., CH.AIR .A , 
Sub-Committee on 40th Anniversary Presen ati n 

MRS. HARRY J. FI KE, Great Neck, . Y., CHAIRMAN, 
Sub-Committee on Di play 

MRS. JOSEPH GLANZER, Tuckahoe . Y., CO-CHAIR fA , 
Sub-Committee on Work hop 

MRS. WILLIAM J. LEFFLER, Tuckahoe, N. Y. CO-CHAIR A 
Sub-Committee on Work hops 

ffiS. MAX ARO SO , Brooklyn, 1. Y. 

m . D.S. BERNHEIM, Philadelphia, Pa. 

MR . H GO DAL HEI fER, Pikesville, .Md, 

MIS JA E EV A1 ,, N ,ew York,, N. Y., E '"-OFFICIO 

1R . A. E. ROBERT FRIEDMAN Brookly11, N. Y. 

:IRS. S0L0M0 B. FREEH0F,, PittJbur h, Pa. 

1R . LEO ARD GOLL BER, Broo -!)'11' "'. Y. 

MRS. lRVI GE. H0LL0B0W, Ev,ms on, Ill. 

MRS. LA RE CE S. KAH , Dallas, Tex. 

►ms. GERTRUDE KALLI , Los Angeles, Calif. 

S. fILT0 J. KRE KY, Glencoe, Ill. 

ATHAN LEVI E, Cincinnati, Ohio 

MR . D IEL LI 1DE A , Harrison, r. Y. 

1RS. H. R. L0RSCH, Kansas City, Mo. 

:MRS. JULI S MARK New York, . Y . 

.ffi . D. H. 0RKI , Jackson, Miss. 

MRS. VICTOR POL TEI , 1Arch1no11t . Y. 

MRS. HOW ARD PRESEL, Providence, R. I. 

S. 10 IS A. R0SETT, ew Rochelle, . Y. EX-OFFICIO 

MR . JEROME L. SALM, Houston, Tex. 

MR . LEOPOLD SCHWARTZ, Miami Beach, Fla. 

(Please t11m page) 
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.F.T.S. 

IRS. AB HAM TElGERWALD, New York, . Y. 

r !R. F ' D STEI , Bronx, . Y. 

,ffiS. SOL TE.a LSKY, ew York, N. Y . 

.:. .1R . DAVID L. ZIELO lKA, Tampa, Fl. 

Knotv Your Sistethood Delegates 

BY THE COLOR 
OF NAME PLATE 

IN BADGE 

Officer1 and Members of the FTS Executive Board. . CANARY 

District President! . . SALMON 

Local Pre1idents . . . . GREEN 

New York Ho.fie.Hes . . . . CHElUlY 

NFTS Staff . . . . . . . WHITE 
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~turda! VI BIENNIAL CONVENT 

S!pril 1 ! .Rational association of ~mplt iSmttorirs 

7:00 P.M. 

~Dilda~ 
Jlpril 19 

* 11:00 A.M. 

12:30 P.M. 

1:45 P. M.-

4:15 P. M. 

8:15 P. M. 

10!00 P. M. 

fflonda! 
gpril 20 

* I0:00 A.M. 

t:45 P.M.-

4:15 P.M. 

N.A.T.S. 

NATS Executive Board Meeting and Supper 

TEMPLE RoDEPH SHOLOM 

Registration and Opening Session 

PAR.LOR A - Commodore Hotel 

A TS Registration and Brief Business Meeting 

Greetings and Report . . . . . . . Mu FEDER 

NATS Luncheon 

BAllBETTA RESTAURA T 

321 WEST 46th STREET 

President, AT 

foint Workshops with UAHC 

(See UAHC Program) 

UAHC President's Message 

(See UAHC Program) 

Reception to Delegates 

Round Table PROBLEMS RELATING TO THE 
EXECUTIVE SECRET ARY 

PARLOR. A - Commodore Hotel 

PARTICIPANTS: 

BER.NARD PINCUS 
LILLIAN FRIEDMAN 
JOSEPH HA1Ul1S 

NAT EMANUEL 

JEANETTE DECKER 

/oinl Workshops with UAHC 
(See UAHC Program) 
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ffionda! 
(Continued)' 

* 
6:30 P.M. 

8:30 P.M. 

1rntsda! 
gpril 21 

* 10:00 A.M. 

2:00 P. f. 

N.A.T.S. 

NATS Dinner 

CASTLFHOLM 

344 WEST 57th STREET 

NATS Theatre Party 
EMPIRE THEATllE 

"Time of the Cuckoo" 

Open House 
HoME oF MAx FEDER 

333 CENTRAL PARK WEST 

Round Table THE TEMPLE BEAUTIFUL 
PARLOR A - Commodore Hotel 

PARTICIP \NTS: 

CHAIRMAN: HARRY PRINCE 

Architect Consultant, UAHC 

ABE FEDER, Noted Lighting Expert 
En ARDO BATISTI, Famous Church Decorator 
MAuRICE MocoLEscuj Founder of "Designs of Business,, 

NATS Lunch,eon 

BEN YEE RESTAURANT 

131 \VEST 52nd STREET 

Round Table WINNING YOUR AFFILIATED 

PARLOR A - Commodore Hotel 

CHAIRHAN: SA FORD HOLLANDER 

Group Work Director, Jewish Welfare Board 

PARTICIP T : 

RABBI SAMUEL CooK, Executit1e Director, NFTY 
SYLVAN LE.Bow, Executive Director, NFTB 
Miss CAROLE.NE W ACHENHEIMER, Assistant to the 

Director, NFTS 
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1Cursda! 
(Continued) 

* 8:15 P.M. 

fllrdnrsda! 
9pril 22 
IO:OO A.M. 

3:00 P.M. 

7:00 P.M. 

1Chursday 
3pril 2; 

* 10:00 A.M. 

N.A.T.S. 

UAHC Meeting Dedicated to 300th 
Anniversary, / ewish Settlement in U. S. 

(See UAHC Program) 

UAHC Survey of Reform Jewish Practices 

(See UAHC Program) 

Fina/, Session of NATS Convention 

PARLOR A - Commodore Hotel 

Business Meeting 

Report of Committees 

Good and Welfare 

NATS Excursion to United Nations Headquarte,·s 

UAHC Banquet 

UAHC Final Business ession 

ATS Registration fee of $10.00 to indude Dinner and 
Theatre Party on Monday night and Luncheon on Sunday 
and Tuesday noon. 
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