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ADDRESS DEUVERED BY DR • ABBA HILLEL SILVER 
AT T TESTIMO IAL GIVEN I HIS HONOR 
ON THURSDAY EVENING , FEBRUARY 5, 1953, 

WALDORF-ASTORIA HOTEL 

It was about this time five years ago that our ovement s passing hrough its 

darkest hour. 

The Novembor 1947 decision of the United Nations was being side- tracked. The 

American government, ihich had been the keystone in the arch of our cvember victory, 

was abandoning the Partition plan. Under threat of Arab violence and pressure from 

the oil lobby, it reversed itself' completely. It called for a special session of th 

Assembly to establish a new trusteeship for Falestine. As spokesman for the Jewish 
Q_, 

Agency, I felt constrained to utter ~ arning to the Security Cou~cil which was , 

of course , far graver for us than for them. 11 If the United ations Commission is u 

able to carry out the mandates which ere aseigned to it by the Gener 1 Assembly, the 

Jewish people of .Palestine will move forward in the spiri of that resolution and will 
-,c4.-/i 1M J.. 

do everything which will be dictated by considera ions of M~UP~i survival, as well as 

the considerations of justice and historic rights." A eek Jater I submitted to the 

~ame body the declaration of the vaad-Leumi, the ational Council of the Je s of Pales

tine , which said , among other things: ''The Jewish people and the Yishuv in Falestine 

will oppose any proposal to prevent or postpone the establishment of the Jewish State. 

This , as we knew then and as the world was soon to learn, was no idle threat , for 
to~ 

it wa. soon /\vindica by the blood and sacrifices of fighting men and women n the 

battlefields of Israel. 

We seemed at that moment, just fire short years ago, to be at the dead end of a 

long road hich Jed nowhere . Seemingly e had lost our best friend and strongest su 

port, and e found ourselves in a last act of desp ratation, to be defying the whole 

world. Yet , here we a~ five years later , .aM-· n inde endent and sovereign state of ;:. 
Israel is an ccomolished fact . It is 

gress has been recorded year by year . 

a member of the United ations . arvelous pro-
~ 1(; ,,a.~~ - ~ 

It has increased its population Ae~ t»m-ee-fold .-
~ 
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a rt is teeming with energy and enterprise , 

and in spite of formidable obstacle , it is advancing all alon the line . 

How did all this cor.ie to be? Because our spirit did not fail us . "'vie matched our 

hour . our key positions - the Je rish communities , here and in Isrr.al ~ ld fire . 

They ere not frightened ~ the arrow that flyeth by day, nor of the pestilenc that 

talks :5n darkness . From the ~ells of loyalty and faith and pri , they dre waters 

of ref'reshment for renewed and intensified effort , and for obdurate tenacity. No 

miracles ever happen to a people that is unworthy of miracles , and no worthy people 

relies on them. 

Why do I recall thing ut of the past? Because re are again moving into dirty 

weather. Storms are gathering. ~re must again look to our key positions to see that 

they rema·n impregnable , and to our ells of inner strength that they remain unpol

luted and undiminished. 

The opposition of the Arab States and theirs pporters have increased rather than 

diminishej since their defeat in the war of aggression against the state of Israel. 

They are unreconciled and seemingly irreconcilable . They have resisted ev ry .friendly 

approach for direct negotiations to achieve a permanent peace settlement. The armis

tice on the border of Israel has now lasted for more than three years # l'li th no peace 

in slght . The Arabs seem to be as determined not to have peace in the ear East as 

the North Koreans and Chinese Communists are determined not to have an armistice in 

Korea . They succeeded recently in defeating action in the United ations which would 

have encouraged direct negotiations for a settlement. 

They are waiting for the economic collapse of Israel . They are preparing for a 

second round. Gen ral agui~ o~ Egyp~ is hre1teni_n_g nto _¥.b~te ?ale~ ine ~nd ham rt-... o.,..t f~~~~ '-1. ~ f\.\. '(i.. ~~ • , 
it back to its inhabita~.~ /\Some of the Ar b States have been receivi g jet planes 

and heavy armament from the united Kin dCE1 ostensibly for the defense of that re ion 
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against Counnunist ag ession. Great Britain has apparently forgotten her tragic blun

der of the early thirties , when she sent arms to Hitler to be used oo tensj bly against 

Communist aggr ssion , only to find them ~sed not long thereafter against Great itain 

herself. 

The rabs are exploiting their bargaining position in the mounting tension betw en 

the Ea.st and the West . Reduced to its baldest terms , it amounts to this : either you 

throw Israel to the dogs or we go Communist. That .free men have an inherent stake in 

freedom which brooks of no alternative under any provocation , seemingly does not occur 

to these Arab spokesmen , nor to those whom they seek to entice or blackmail. In two 

world wars , the Allied nations found these freedom- loving Arab peoples broken reeds to 
~ 

lean on. They are now being mo-.o~ or threatened a third time to purchase those broken 

reeds at the price of sacrificing the State of Israel. 

They have their supporters and propagandis sin this country, o have now been 

mobil ized into an association called the American Friends of the Middle ast . ith few 

exceptions, they are the American enemies of the State of Israel. The Je ading spirit 

of that group is a lady who formerly did a verJ profitable business as a lecturer on 
f ..J)__._ I ~ rf 1vi1 • 

Zionist platforms , and who , in~tU'i--.unregenerate days , declared: The Jews were prepared ,, 
to fight i'or the Allies, and did fight for them. The .A;rabs were not - they bargained 

with threats . It is never good to give into blaclana.il , for there is never an end of 

that sort of thing. " And again she decJAred i "Falestine is a very small part of the 

whole fiddle Eastern complex and Arab world. Its loss for the Arab would be negligible 

if they could rea.l]y exchange it for their own security and opportunity :for national 

development. 

This security and opportunity are now theirs. Why has not one single Arab 

man of cour and stature arisen among them to set the problem of the 

its true perspective , to raise the sights of his people away from that little corner 
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of Israel on which they concentrate with such rancor and dudgeon as if bewitched, to the 

vast undeveloped territories everywhere about them, to their resources and potentiali

ties, which, if wisely exploited in cooperation with the people of I srael whose destiny 

is forever linked with the peace and prosperity of that region, could rescue the miser

able masses from backwardness, poverty, and disease, and raise the level of life, 

health and education of all the peoples living there today, and countless millions more. 

The Arab opposition has gathered strength; and now ~om the East comes another ve

hement wind of opposit.don. The Soviet Union has turned violent ly anti-Israel and anti

Zionist. From Moscow, warsaw, Prague, Bucarest and Kaunas., a chorus of Altl charges 

and anathemas is sounding off against our movement a.nd the government of Israel, identi

cal with the unbridled denunciations which have been visited upon American iraperialism, 

Titoism, Trotsky-ism, and all forms of deviationism. 

In a sense, a developing negative attitude on the par t o.f the Soviets toward the 

state of Israel was inevitable. As the State of Israel found itself drawn more arrl 

more in its sympathies towards the free democracies of the west, which was the logical 

consequence of the inherent democracy and love of :t'reedom of its people, whose tradi

tion is, after all, not the ~scovite-Romanof/ tradition of absolutism, but the Sinaitic 

tradition l'lh ich proclaimed 11 liberty throughout the land unto all the inhabitants there-
11 

of, and as the state of Israel acted in cooperation with other free nations in the 

United Nations on all matters which involved basic principles of the Charter, the 

soviet attitude was bound to becane increasingly more critical and resentful. And I 

assume that the-a>vement as well as the State of Israel were prepared for such an 

eventuality. But what was unthinkable an~predictable - and monstrous - have been 

the gross and unauthenticated imputations o.f espionage, conspiracy, subversion and 

medical murder against an historic movement of national liberation and humanity which, 

unlike Communism, has never worked in conspiratorial darkness, and which has never been 

the enemy of any people or government which has been friendly to it. It is inconceivable 
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that the soviet Union would have instructed its representatives at the United ations 

less than five years ago to champion the cause of a sovereign Jewish State and to vote 

for its admission to the United ations if the Zionist iovement ere of the character 

which it is now represented to be - up to 1947, a paid agent of the British Intelli

gence , and since then , of the united states Intelligence service . 

There is no point in speculating here about the complex of motives which are re

sponsible for this amazing about- face - even allowing for the tradit~onal unfriendliness 

of communism towards Zioni 

k ttle of a communist mass 

which antidated the reversal of josition in 19L7 . The 

trial usually boils mare than one --~•, but what a fantas-

tic stew of juridical rigamaro:e is this , by which life- long professional anti- Zionists 

are hanged because they are ~ionists , and Zionists are 2:,a.;N:d;:~th fostering anti

semitism., and the American Joint Distribution Committee,~~g an international Jew

ish bourgeois nationalist organization, set up by the American Intelligence Service to 

exterminate the top- ranking officials of the u.s.s.R.! Perhaps t heir attitude will change 

again when the present political or party exigencies will have been served , or when 

the unsavory grotesqueness of this whole canard will have set their awn teeth on edge . 

But at the moment our movement and the State of Israel are confronted with the 

fact that a very powerful bloc of states has allied itself with the Arab bloc in open 

opposition. This is a very serious matter to contemplate , especially in relation to 

the total stoppage of Jewish emigration from those countries to Israel in the foresee

able future . 

There may be e'len more serious overtones to this anti- Zionist , anti- Israel campaign 

launched by the Communist states . It may carry over into an all-out campaign against 

the Jews of those countries who number some two-and-a- half million souls. I ~ ~ 
the Soviet Union has definitely gone anti- Semit ic , or that it 

has adopted anti- Semitism as an instrument of communist policy. Some of my friends whose 

judgment I value greatly ar e conn.need that this is actually the case . If so, then another 
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appalling 
/tragedy of fearful and staggering proportions is in 

fer to be more deliberate in judgment. I am frank to acknowledge 

to understand what is going on ¾ many other men of good will everywhe e 

though they are not communiste or fellow-travelers, have consistently favored a ra 

re-

prochement bet'Treen the Ea.st and the West and a orking out of a modus vivendi so that 

all the,-co~i~~~.,;ozt~ mi~i:.~e J:a;j~~ c~;.,r ~~ lives in ac-

cordance with their om econ~mic and political preferences.A'They have favored such a 

rapprochement because they were persuaded that Communism, unlike Fascism and Nazi , 

as cormnitted to basic human equality, and as opposed to racialisn and to the exploita

tion or extennination of groups or nationalit~es regarded as inferior or undesirab) • 

There was the record of the official outlawry of anti-Semitism in the Soviet union and 

its opposition to all forms of discrimination on the basis of race or nationality. 

on the other hand, the anti-Jewish nuances of the Prague trials and the violent 

references to the menace of Jewish nationalism int e Soviet press are unmistakable . 

Certainly, this loud concert of official denunciation of Jewish nationalism, and the 

widely disseminated charges of a Jewim net ork of spies and saboteurs, plotting to 

destroy the Soviet Union cannot help but incite and inflame the people of the Soviet 

Union, and endanger not alone the peace and security, but even the very lives of the 

Jewish people living there . 

rt is not too late for s:>me authoritative statement or act on the part of the 

highest So~ et Je adership to clarify the situation, set the record straight, relieve 

the minds of men of fear and suspicion, and avert an appalling catastrophe. Represen

tative Jewish bodies should not overlook the diplomatic approach along with the public 

protest. 

Recent events in which the Soviet Union itself played a not inconsiderable role 
Ir IA;, 

should have ea vuv u. iYely that all attempts on the p rt of parties or go~ 

err..ments to gain power , hold power or expand power by capitalizing on anti- Jewish pre

judices are doomed ultimately to disastrous failure . 



- 7-

The Soviet Union , as a matter of expediency, once made a pact with Hitler. That 

blunder had to be atoned for by ten million Russian lives. If now again , as a matter 

of expediency, it is making a spiritual pact with Hitlerisn , in the hope of wooing 

neo-Nazis or nee- Fascists or Arab iITeconcilables , or for 1hatever other reasons , it 

will be cormnitting a second and a much more fatal blunder. It will be destroying the 

very basis of its life . 

Be that as it may, we are clearly facing a sharp increase and a strong consolida

tion of resistance to our movement and to the state of Israel - an hostile Arabism, an 

hostile Sovietism, an hostile neo-Hazism, now again raising its ugly head in Western 

" Europe . The storm clouds are gathering. 

Are we prepared for ventuali ties , for the s trains and tensions of tomorrow? I 

mean spiritually prepared - cufficiently alerted , sufficiently mobilized, sufficiently 

determined? 

our key positions remain, as heretofore , the State of Ic ael and American Jewry . 

Israel needs urg nt economic undergirding and strengthening. e wi 11 have to do more 

by way of economic assistance and not less , to help it ride out the storm. It needs 

the red blood of fresh capital an orivate investments . Fortunately , the new coalition 

government , which has been long overdue , in which the non-socialist General Zionists 

are now ai impomtant partner, is creating a favorable climate ror such investments. 

We must stimulate in every way the participation of American Jews in the industrial de

velopment of the country . In his \State of the Union
1

messa.ge , President , s nhower the 

other day declared it to be national policy to do whatever our government properly can 

to encourage the flow of private America1 investment abroa American Jews will b 

performing a patriotic duty as well as strongly buttressing the new State of Isra 1 by 
we add to its economic stren th we also make it defensively strong. 

the investmen heir capit and their experience e American Zionists have long 

advocated private investment"--as measure , in the long run, for 

building up a sound economy in Israel. The political constellation in Israel is now 
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much more favor2ble to it. ~t ts get to work. J~t•s talk less about it and 

A blue- print is not yet a building , and a map is not y t the country itself• 

mor • 

fe thousand young America.n Jews , who hav completed their army s rvice , vol

unteering annually to go to Isr~el to help in the upbuilding of the State for a year 

uld go 

far to fortify the spirit and morale of the people in Isra 1, and uld forge even 

stronger link between the oldest ~nd youngest democracies on earth . 

Israel can help itself in these critical times by achieving gre ter unity and good 

will and tolerance . Excessive party .fragmer.tizatin11 and political intransi ance are a 

luxury which an infan stat e can ill aff ord in times .fraught with danger . Not enough 

has been done to establish a national in plac~ cf a party system of education , s:, th2t 

the rising g neration of Israelis will be giv n as nse of national unity and loyalty , 

in place of bitter and divisive secular or religfou party loyalties . Perhaps the re

cent events in Prague and oscow dll promp thos ho have talked of class strug l e 

and the more extrene "mong them who have regarded themselves an a1. ~ art 

of the world revolutionary camp, headed by the Soviet Union", to reconsider their po

sitions and to work consciously and affirmatively for national unity and solidarity. 

This must, of cours , come from within owe it to themselves arrl 
~L~~~f 

to world Jewry to close ranks ,.,!or the times are grave . 

American Jewry will called upon to assume increasing responsibilities in the 

days to come , for Israel , for the Diaspora , for its own life at home . We need a strong 

sense of mission and destiny to prime us for these tasks . American iionists must not 

r elinquish, or if already relinquished , must recapture their position of leadership in 

American Jewish life . Zionists have been and are the bearers of thP. classic Jewish tra

dition in the world . Given a strong Zionis organization , there will be a wholesome 

Jewish conununity, mindful of its total - not fragmentary responsibilities to Jewish life . 

It took a long time for the leaders in the government in Israel to grasp this truth. 

They have not fully grasped it yet , but they are learning it - the hard y . 
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a_J, l').L 
we need a richer Jewish religious education for our childreni{f definite Hebraic 

content. For survival and significant living as a community, we need Jewish laym n 

who are grounded in the faith, history and literature of their people. Zionists must 

take the lead in this most, vi t.!11 area of our life, upon which depends the harmony of 

our children's lives, their contribution as proud and loyal citizens to the totality 

of American life; their joyous identification with the historic Jewish community every

where, and their eager participation in the upbuilding of the State of Israel. 
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IT IS AN HONOR AND A PRIVILEGE TO PAY TRIBUTE 

TO DR. ABBA HILLEL SILVER ON THE OCCASION OF 

HIS SIXTIETH BIRTHDAY .... 

I NOT ONLY EXTEND TO HIM MY MOST SINCERE 

AND HEARTFELT CONGRATULATIONS BUT ALSO 

WISH TO EXPRESS DEEP APPRECIATION OF THE 

CULTURAL, SPIRITUAL AND HUMANITARIAN 

LEADERSHIP WHICH HE HAS CONTRIBUTED TO 

OUR COUNTRY AND THE ENTIRE WORLD. 

DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER 



I SEND MY SINCERE FELICITATIONS ON THE OCCASION 

:, 

OF DR. SILVER S SIXTIETH ANNIVERSARY AND WISH 

HIM MANY MORE DECADES OF FRUITFUL ACTIVITY 

IN THE CAUSE OF JUDAISM AND OF ZIONISM. I HOPE 

HE WILL LE D HIS INFLUENCE TO BRING ABOUT THE 

UNION' OF ZIONIST FORCES AND FULL COOPERATION 

AMONG ALL SECTIONS OF THE MOVEMENT IN THE 

UNITED STATES IN THE SPIRIT OF ZIONIST FRATER

NITY AN'D IN THE SPIRIT OF THE AGREEMENT 

ARRIVED AT IN ISRAEL RECENTLY AMONG THE HEADS 

OF THE ZIONIST ORGANIZATIONS. CONVEY MY 

HEARTFELT GREETINGS ALSO TO MRS. SILVER. 

DAVID BEN-GURION 
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IN RECOG ITIO OF THE HISTORIC ROLE HE HAS PLA YEO AS O E OF 

THE FOREMOST SPOKESMEN AT THE COU CIL OF THE UNITED NA

TIONS; AS REPRESE TATIVE OF THE JEWISH PEOPLE; A THE PRESI

DENT OF THE ZIO 1ST ORGANIZATIO OF AMERICA; AS THE CHAIR

MA OF THE ZIONIST EMERGENCY COU CIL A D AS THE CHAIRMAN 

OF THE AMERICAN SECTION OF THE JEWISH AGENCY FOR PALESTINE; 

HE HAS LAID THE FOUNDATION FOR ISRAEL'S INDEPENDE CE. HIS EX

EMPLARY DEDICATION TO CIVIL LIBERTIES, PROGRES IVE LEGISLATION 

TO ASSURE THE WELL-BEING OF THE CITIZE RY OF OUR COU TRY; A 

CHAMPION OF JUSTICE, FAIR-PLAY AND A RIGHTEOU PEACE; AS RABBI, 

TEACHER, SCHOLAR, AUTHOR, LECTURER A D O ATOR HE HAS IN

TERPRETED THE SYNTHESIS OF AMERICA ISM A D JUDAISM AS TAUGHT 

TO US BY OUR ANCIE TT PROPHETS AND AGES. HIS CO VICTION THAT 

LIBERAL JUDAISM, AS HE SEES IT AND PRACTICES IT EMBRACES THE 

TOTALITY OF AMERICANISM FOR MEMBERS OF OUR FAITH, HAS WON 

FOR HIM U IVERSAL ADMIRA TIO AND AFFECTIO . 

THE HISTORY OF OUR COU TRY A D OF THE JEWISH PEOPLE WILL 

RECORD FOR ALL TIME TO COME HIS MATCHLESS LEADERSHIP AND 

SERVICE. 

Thi Citation is prese11ted by the Zionist Orua11izatio11 at a Dinner 

tendered to him by the Com1111t11ity of Chicago on the occa ion of his 

sixtieth birthday at the Morrison Hotel, Chicago, Illinois. 

March 24, 19 5 3 - .~ ... 'tVZ'l ,TO'l 'n 

210 JST ORGA lZATl0 OF CHICAGO 
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AT .i:i: E TEST I !01 I DI -:tt-ZR r Hc·To_ er HI s srx r~T:i 3 ET-IDAY 

v.ALiJORF.-ASTORI.t HCTEL , .E\ YORK CI TY , ?3.BR J.:.RY 5, 1953 

It ,.,, s nbout this tii:10 five ycr-.rs ['go th .- t our :1ovwn,•nt W:'S P,"SSL •• 

throu h its dnrkest hour. 

Te love1ber, 1947 d0cision f the 1Jnited i~ti. s ,~s b0ir· sidl· trfl..cl•;:cd. 

Tt.c .Ancricn-1 goverru:v~nt, w! ich h:-i.d been the koysto:10 in tr. : "rch of our :~cvc!'1ber 

victory, 10.s n.bf'ndonL1g tho P rtition plan. U11dcr tr.re"t o:f A1· b violence , 1d 

prassure fron t.r.c oil lobby, it reversed its ,1lf co"1pl)tely. It cnllJd for ,..._ 

speci f-1.1 session of tl:e Asse•·~bly to ·stnblisl.., r>. n 0w trust';C"r~iP. for P~.l 1stine . As 

p kesr.1M .i.Or ti:e J3,1ish At;ency, I felt co nstrr'.i!'l .d to uttur "w rni. r_, to t:e 

Security Council wr.ich w,"c., of course, fc_r gr. v ,J r for us thnn for the:-1. "If t .!.

United ~fo.tions Con:.1ission is ui ... able to cn.rry out t:· ... 0 n;•.:1.dntcs whic}J. wore r.ssi"nod 

to it by thJ Ge.crnl 11ss1..r.11 ly, the Jewish p0opl0 cf Palestine will nove forwnrd iJl 

the spirit of tl1~.t r0solution c i1d will de cvorythi:1e 1:.ic:. ,,ill be dictc'tod by 

considarntioEn of Il,".tionrl survivnl, Ls well :--.s the co:1si crptions cf j stic M 

.A W·,•' •: l· tor, I s 1rnit ted to t.r.c s:--r o hody t i.c declf'rn.tion of 

tr. • V l"rd-Luuni, t .r.e 1-r ti o:1nl Council f the Jews ni P, los tin : , 1i1hich snid , o.1r.; 

11 Tr.e J _ ,Ji s.:1 p~opl . mi t.l:-.e Yi shuv i 1 P<' lont ino ·1ill onno sc . y 

proposPl to prt)Vcnt or "9ostpone the ::> stctlish ont of t~e Jcwisl, Str1t r~ . 11 

This, . s ~ k1ew ttan Nd rs t h~ ~orld wns so~ t lonrn, wLs no idle 

thren.t, for it wr,fl to bt"' vindicnt 'd befo r e lonr· by t h.J bloo , nd S"..Crificc s f 

fightin non r·nd .. ·i0!1 n on thP- ,"..ttl~1fiolds of Isr,.,el . 

. 'le ou::1cd r1t th.rt nor~nt , ·ust five s !-:ort ynnrs cf;O , to be :-,_t t h e d,..,~ 

strongest sqport, ri1d 10 found 011:rc c lv-s,in r, 1st :>,ct of dos rntion, to le 

dofyin 0 ti1e whole w rld. Y,) t, !:.1r,1 we r,re t d:W, five yec.rs l!tter. Aa indope d--

ent r,nd covor0ien St:'tu of I sr .el is ~m P.cco pl1s .od f net. l t is c :1anbor f t hv 

creo..s3d its popul"..tio,1 ru. d i s 3ottlor.1e1 ts twofold. 1 t is to__, :iinr; with ,.nort~Y 

tr .. 0 li!'lu . 

,. o\·1 did nll tt-.i s cone to bo'i :i3e c:->.uoo our npiri t di not fail us. :·Tc 

C 1r kc ositions tho J ~• i<>h cx>r.rr:unitios, hcra mHl i • I ,..~ . .., l"'l 
..,._ I I t 

hcl fir .1 . 1hc 1..,rc not fribhtc .0d hy 11 th rro t rt flroth b· d"y, nor of tho 

IJ stilonco t. ;•t str..L<:s in d rlmoss. 11 Fror:, tho wel1a of loyrlty .,nd frit'I--.. ,"'nd pride, 
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t.toy drew wn.t crs of rl,frcshr.1!;)"1t for rencwo ['J"d int0r.sifi0d cffort, nd r or oudu

rc..te t en"..city . .r o nirncles ev er 1:"..ppcn to a people t h:-. t is w1wcrtl:y of nir[',cl s, 

c'nd no worthy people relies on then . 

W1 do I r ucnll tl inbs out of the pnst? :JvcE'.use wo .. re: • r in !"lovinc; into 

dirty wer,thur . Stor 1s n.re gri. t herin6 . Wa must n.f;nin lo k to our kc P<'sitions to 

ce tht~t they rcr.udn inpr e nc.ble , end to r,ur i·rnlls of inn r strength that tl uy 

r crinin unpolluted nnd undi·1inished . 

The opnosition of t he Arab stntes md th0ir supportLrs ha.a incronLled 

r t ter thrin di 'iiniE:l ed since tteir dcfec'.t in the wn.r of a 6ercssion <' t'iJ st tLe 

Strite of I srnol . They :->.re unreconciled rind soamingly irreconcilriblc . Th; r h, vo 

r c sic tod cv . ry fri t>nd ly <'ppronch for direct ne.,·ot intio"ls to n.ct'ievc P p :r:1t'nont 

p r>ce sottlcr.ent . ?r.c rmi~:tice on thoJ border of I "'r ,J l !' .... "S n ,.., 1 ste for norc 

t .:Pn t hr ee yen.rs , with no pen.co in sif'ht . Th~ Arnbs sPC:!! to bo as det0rnincd not 

to h:i..vc por1co in the :i.';pr ~rist n.s thn ~ orth loro ..... _ns n.nd Cl·.i:10s0 Co□muJ1ists nro 

doterr.1ined n t to h['.vo r>n n.r:-:1istice in Kor0n . Ttey s11ccc 2d., d. r oce:1tlJ in dofc, ,tin • 

n.cti on in the lni t od :i.·n.ti ons ,.-,hict 'IOUld h"IVG -311 co· r:-, :-~od dir _ ct !1 r, C ti r.ti Ol1S for , . 

settle.cnt . 

Th0y <'re ,-mi ting for the ~ccnor.ic collapse o Isr· cl . Tr.:,;y ~c pr01)prirl(; 

for n. s0con round . Gcnaral ~\ guib of Et,·ypt is tl"'..rctltenin1; 11 t liocr . c P.:i.histinc 

c,nd 1--..c..nd it bac . to its inhrtbit".I ts . 11 The rnb ltJt;ion is prov kin ~ trouble 011 thiJ 

J rdn.1 fronti ,J r . S0□1..' or t te E-r:::tb st, .tes hnvc bo 0.: rcceivin • j J t pln.:1es [lnd hof'..vy 

<. rn .nent f on t c U:iite Lal {;don , nstdnsibl for t c dt;fensa of t h.., t r eG i n P .. ~ • . i~1st 

Connunis t a~c;r1..• ssion . C-rot. t .Jri t:i..in l:r. s ,.ppn.r ent ly forgot tan h1.. r tra ,i c luncl,Jr of 

ttc enrly thirties , wL.on she sont n.r-1s to r:itler to be us ,Jd ostens i bly n.;['..inst 

Comrnmist <'.,;6 r ,ss1.O11 , only to fi!'l.d thc:.1 used not 1 ng th or o.:-i,ftcr ,. ~ninst Gro"..t 

.Bri tn.in hernelf . 

The Arn.bs ['ro ,,:roloitinc t1-·_0ir be. r P.ini:v· p ition i'1 th.1..1 !'1 untin , ton-

n ion bet1·rnon t he ~ns t r.nd thr• hos t . R0duced to its ._~l ost tor .. s , it c"'lounts to 

t r.is: eitr~ .... r you t 11r w Isr, cl to tr.o r.ioes Qr we Co::munist . Th...-,. t fro3 non J1r,vo 

r--:-~ i hcront stP..<=O in frotJdon 1hich brook .. or' _ o , ltern, tiv J n er P.ny provoc['..tio. 

ceni r:. -ly do""s not occur to the so rl"b sp kes::1O:1 , :1o r to those wr.on t h .y so}.:.;: to 

ont ice r bl<'.cknnil . In t,o rorld w, rs, tr.c .ti 11 ie OU I t ... esc freed 

1 vi Arnb peoples broken reeds to L ~nn on . Tha~ , re now '10i1.1~ w ocd or t vnt-

onl:!d " t .r. ird ti r,o to pure 1nso tho o rokon r oads :-,.t tl·.c prico of sricrifici: ·; th 

3t ... te of I sr .. ol . 

hey ave the ir cupportors ,. r piopngnndi"lt" in this cow1try , wlo h:1vo 

- norc -



., SILVER A.DJ . .'.i SS 

now boon mob ilized into rui n.ssoci,~tion cnl l :;d th0 Anorica.1 :Criends of t he r:iddlo 

Eas t. w·t h fo ·1 c.::weptions, t hey ar0 t ho A.'.'.c ricn_r1 1nomi c s of tb1 Stnte of Isrt".ol . 

The l anding spirit of t ho.t group is r. lndy who fo rmerly did n v ery profit'1blo 

businGss as !\ l ecturer on Zionist platforms nnd who, in hor unroei:mcrnto dr s, 

r'nd bofor o .,he went nr-tivist , dcclnr cd: "The J \: ws wore prepr red to fi 6 ht fer tl:c 

Alli 1s, and did fight for th em. The Arnbs were not - they b, r g, ined wit t hroe. t c . 

It is n ev or fPOd to give into blc'.ckmail, for t here is nevor n.n end of t h ..... t sort 

of t hin~. , .k!d. aec,in ~he dccl red: 11Pnlesti nc is n very sm, 11 p[•.rt of t ho whole 

iiddl o JJ~st ern coMplex ;11 d Arn.b world . I ts loss for tho Arc. would be nc li. Jiblc 

if they could rcnlly cxchnnge it for their own ecurity nnd opportunity for llr'.tion·· 

a l dovolopm ;nt • 11 

T_1is so cur it • :u1d opnortuni ty fl.r'.3 ::1m·1 t hQirs. W~, h:~ s not ono sinc_-l e 

Arn.b stn.tes□;,n o:;: courrg0 ,".nd sta tur e nris:i:1 n.r ong them to set the problor:1 of t ho 

Middle E~st fo r tho□ in its true perspective , tor iso the si ~hts of his p .ople 

nwny fror:i t h'". t little corner of Isrn.cl on 1:1hich they concontrP.t c v1itl such r< near 

and dudgeon r..s if bewitcl ed , to tho vnst undeveloped territories evory\·JhG ro about 

tr.0:n , to t nc ir resources L'.Jld p t entinlities which, if wis e ly exploited i n c O:"J ( r i'.

tion with t ho p oo1;lo of Israel whose desti iy is forever linkod witn t h , po: e r) •n1d 

prosperity of ttnt region, could r e scue their misornble mnsses from bnckWt'.rdnc □ , 

poverty ['.!)d. dis , nso o.nd ro.ise t ho lov0l of life, ho:r-lth ri!ld oducr.tion of nll the 

people s living thore todny, P.nd ccuntless millions r.iore . 

Th0 .i rnb opposition hrs gnthercd strcnf:;th; t".nd now fro .1 t ht) ""Jn.st cones 

nnothor vc her:iont wind of oU'Josition. The S vi e t Uni n hri,s turned viol J~: tly nnti

IsrP ol c'..Yld r,nti-Zionist . Fro!:I oscow , Wr.rsow, Pr['gue , Bucr""'l.r e st nd Kt'.unns, n. 

chorus of cl ....._rges nnd ;innthomns h, s been sou_-r1.dinr::; ff n.gninst cur Move1:1ent r.1.nd 

t he government of Isr,.el, ide11ticn.l wit :1 tho unbridl ed denunci r.. tions ·.1h ich hnvo 

b0en visited u:pon k ::1J ricru~ imperio.lisr:1, Titoisr,i, Trotskyisr.1 n.nd ,• 11 forms f 

dovir't ion is!.1 . 

Inn scns8 , n davelopin neG~tivo ~ttitude on t he p&rt of t ho Soviets 

toward the State of Isrr-cl wn.s inevitable. As thG Stn.t P, of Isr, -,1 fou"ld its '.)lf 

drnwn more Md More in its sympo.thies townrds the fre e d G:nocrnci 1.; s of tho i:O" t, 

w . ich wc.s t 1-..c lot;icnl oonse __ ucnce of t irn inherent democrncy ruid lov e of fre Jdo□ 

of its people , who.., (~ tradition is, nfter al~ , not the I usc vit c-Ronnnoff tr".diti 

of absolutism , but th.1 Sinnitic tr~dition which p.rocl. i r.wd "liberty throuc; ' ut t he 

lo.n unto f'.11 the inh..ri, i tm1t s the roof, 11 ond, ns the Stnt e of I srnel, ncted in coop

ernt ion with otr..or frco ::i tions in the United ,,_tions nn t:'.11 mnttors which 111volv,:,d 
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bnsic principle s of tho Cb rtC'r , th··, Soviet :'tti tude wr'.. s c 11 d to bccoT1 0 incrons-

i ?gly □ore criticnl ;•nd r c s ..:..:stful . . And I nss1tr1e t h ,,t t ""..e •;ovo.,1-nt c'S well f's t he 

St~ t o of I3rc.0l wor0 prepare for such r'.n cv ontu"'lity . But whnt w:.s unthinkriblc 

l,nd unprodict ...._blo - find n nstrous - hnve bee~~ the gross :ind un, .... utr.en t ic""..t cd i 1pn

t:,tions of espionl'ge, conspiracy , subversion t'nd ncdic,:,l r.mrder , . ninst '1.11 hist ric 

T1ov0r.ent of nr'.tion, .1 liberr-tion :1nd hunrmity which , unlike Co r.u:n.u1 isn , h, .s never 

v10r:ced in conspir,..,_torir>.l d['..rknoss, r:nd which hns ne v er been the enony of ,""ny 

people or,:; rorru10; nt rhich r...". S boon friendly t it . It iR i:-: co :1cc lvnb l e t h:.t tl:o 

Soviet Union 1.-,ould hnve i11structed its represontp.tives n.t tl:e U:litod :ifr-tio!1s L:iss 

t l:rn five ycnrs ngo to char:1pion the co. se of a sovere i gn J ., ·1i s '.1 st,~tc <'..nti. to vote 

for its n.dni s sion to the Unit cd 'fr tions if t he Zio list l!ovemen t were of t he ch['..rn,c-

tor '1r.ich it is now represented to be - up to 1947 , n. p .:' id <-cont <"'f tho :British 

Intelli ence,. nnd nince tr.rm, of t Lo Unit -1 St ~t e s Intelli,.,.encc . 

The r o is no point i r specul<'.tint; he r e c. out t~ 0 co:1p l 0x of n tives 

w ic·~ nre responsible for this nnr,..zing n.bout-fnco - evon nllo,·1i11g for th0 tr['..di-

tion:-1 unfriendliness of Cor.munisr.i towt".I'ds Zionis:.1 thich .-,_1 tidf"ted t he r\'v crs".l f 

its positio.ri in 1947 . The kettle fa Cormunist T1n.s tri['..l usu,".lly boils norc th.:1n 

one f ish , bnt ,. l nt n fn..."'ltnstic stow of juridici:i.l rig" wrole is this , by ,-r hich 

lifelong profcssionn.l rmti--Zionists , r e h""ngod b oc;,.use th ey ::.re Zionists , .'nd 

Zionists :'.re chnrgcd wit t fost crine:; ['nti--Scr.1 itisn, <'.nd tb.; A!'10 rican Joint Distri"u--

tion Cormittce is cL.'lrged with bo ing n"'l i:1torru, tionnl J o'1 isn "bourgeois nnti ?Llist 

or ~niz,"tion , set un by tl:0 Ar1ericn.n Int "lli o:1ce Sr: rvic(:? t ,:;xt cJr:.1inr'.t O the t p

rt">nkin officL. ls of t he U. S . S .R.i Perhaps t r-.o ir nttitud; ,,,ill ch·m o n.Gui:1 -,hen 

the present politic['.l or p[',rty exigencies will h v o oon served, or who n the un-

snvory grotosqu0ncss of t h i3 wr.olo cr-:it.rd will r.ir,.vo s0t the ir owr toctr. on od ,,o . 

:Uut , nt the r.1 r.1cnt , our -iovc1::10. t !.r.d the Sta.to f I sr\.e l nre C v l fronted 

with tte fn.ct t h:'..t a very p werful bloc nf st[ttes hn ?.llied itsolf wit h the Arnb 

bl c in npon <'ppcsiti n . T::is is n very sericus matter t ccntemplnte , especinlly 

in relation to the totnl stoppage of Jewisl: emi rnti<"'n fr m those cC'luntries t 

Isr , ol in t he foresec~ble future . 

There mny be even more serious overt nest this ruiti-Zi nist , nnti-

1 sr ... ol c po.ign lv.unched by the Communist st .tes . It mP.y carry over in to M nll-

ut crunpni cg~inst the J 0 ws f se c untries ,ho num er scme tw -nnd-n.-h.:'.lf 

milli n s>ula. I should prefer not to e f orcei to concl de th, t the viet 

Union h~s efinitely gone ~nti-Semitic , or thct it r.~s ~doted nnti-Semitism ~s 

inatrument of Communist policy . Some of my fri nds whose jud ment I vnlue 
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greatly nre convinced thri..t this is r.ctually the case. If so , then rnot .. 'r o.pp:-,l-

ling tragedy of fenrful mid stng ering proportions is in store for o poople . I 

would prefer to be more deliberate in judgment. I am frru k to nckno ·1lod e thc.,,t 

it is difficult to underst~nd whnt is 6oing on , ns do m, ny ot Ler m~n f goo will 

everywhere who, though they are not Communists or fellcw-trr..velers, h,..,ve consii:;t

ently favored a rnpprochement between t.r.e 2nst nnd tl:e West n.nd n \·1orkin::; o 1t of 

n modus vivendi so tl t all the peoples of the w rld might l:, ~ve pence nnd n ch·'..nco 

to live t1 cir lives in c. ccordrnce with their own ec nomic rnd p lit icnl pr,..,fcr

ences . They ~.-,_vo f. .vorcd such n. rapprochement ·o ~.., cP.us~ ti:o were porsu{:.dcd th{:.t 

Communism, unlike Fascism end rn.zism , w~s committbd to basic hunrn equ~lit· md 

was opposed to rncinlism rind to the exploitr-tion or extorminrtion f groups or 

nr t ionali ties recr'.rr:ed ns inferior or und esir<'.blo . There w:-i.s the record of the 

official outlawry of nnti-So'TI.itisr.1 in the ... oviet Unio :: a:1d its opJosition to nll 

fonns of discriniI1c..,,tion on tho basis of r:-.....ce or n,:.tionn.lity . 

n tr~ other h~nd , the rnti-Jewish nu,nces of the Prr~e trinl :uid tl-:c 

violent refore ces to the rnonrce of Jowist nntionalisn i.1 ~ o Soviet pross ~ro 

unmistnknble. Cortr-inly, this loud concert of ofiicinl do.uncirtion f Jewisi.1 

nrtion,"'.lisr:i , .,-,_"1.d t l e \;ridely disse□ i ,,tcd c} .,r cs of f\ Je ·Ji h n'- t :-Jor.{ of spies :md. 

s(.botours , plottine to destroy the Soviet Union c1.11not help but ii cite nnd infL mo 

the p.;)oplo of tho Soviet Union f"nd end. n er not rlone the pe:--cu ...,nd socurit~ , but 

even tho very lives of tho Jm•1ish peopl".3 livin,_ thero. 

It is not too lnto for s r1 ·1 autr:.oritri.tivo stri.tc1:1 "'.!r.t or , ct on th0 pr.rt 

of tha hi6 host Soviet lender ship to clr>.rify the sit l.L'l.t ion, set the record strnight , 

r0li0vc the minds of run of fe< r "J'..d ::mspicion, ,.,_jrl nvcrt ,,n n pnlling cntastrophc. 

Hopresentntivo Jewish bodies should not overlook tr..e diplo□'1 tic n.ppro:ic: " lonb 

with the public prote;:,t. 

Rccmt events in which the Soviet Union itscl:.. plryod r-. not i~1considorf".bl -. 

role should h.._.,_ve convinced thuri t:-.,.t all f"ttcnpts en t e p'"'.rt of prirtios or eovern

m~:::nts to G in ,:,ow0r 1 hold po ·1cr or expnn po -1er b~r C".pi tnlizi·1h n ;1nti-J:n·1i s\ 

prejudices ,".re do onod ult i ritely to dis., strous f nilur c . 

The Soviot Union , n s £' r.1nt t "r of expediency, onco n- de n p, ct with 

Eitlcr . Th.,t blunder 1
.," l to b0 < to od for by ten r.tilli n Russian lives. Ir nc1.-1 

g in, ns n r.r.tt ·Jr of xp~dio:1cy, it is nr1<inr; ., s _ iritu:,1 .,ct 1i th '{itL· ·isr:i, 

i::i the hope of ·moi~s neo-Nf'zi or -•o-F[' ci"ts or .-irr,_b irreco:1cilnblos , or for 

1hrtcvor ot .ur ror-..s0"1s, it •Jill be co it ti;, r, • co nd ;' . ,.,_ .1 c nor f ,.,_t. 1 

blund0r . It will c dostro,_{i:1., the vcrr bnsis of its lifo. 
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3o t.r.P. t ns it nr, , we, re clcr•rly f.cin0 ::-. sh"rp i ncr0n.so r....d 1. tro_G 

consolidc,,tion of r \~s i st"nce to our 1oveno:1t .'.1nd to t ho Str'..te of I s r ~ cl - r hostile 

Aro.bisr.1 , n hostile Soviotjsr.i ~.nd u hostile ncC1-!T[1zisn , no·1 ,"..1>, .i:1 rnisi: • it s 1r ly 

hcn.d in 0s tern Europe . The stom cl uds .. r e g,.t he rin6 . 

• Ar e ,,,e prcp'l.rod f r evantu...-,_litios , f or t he strni1 s ~:1d t ...:~1sic :1s f 

tonorrow ? I r.100.n sp i ri tunlly propnred - sufficiently n l ort ed , suffici cntl ncbi

lized , sufficiently dotern i n od? 

Our '7;.ey p sitions r ennin , c.- S heretcfcr0, t he St , te c-f Isr :l "nd Ar!cric, , 

J ewry . I srn0l no eds urgent econor.iic underr irdine :md s tr cngt.r.8ni nF, . le 1.Ti 11 !'I .VG 

to do nore by wny of c cono!JiC l.".ssistt'. ncc nnd n ot l ,:rns , to help it rido cut t e 

storm . It noeds t he r 0d bl od of frosh cnpit 0.l r'.Ild privnt o invoeo t ncnts . Fo rtu

nntcly , the nm·1 coo.lit ion govornr:ient , which hr•.s been long ov 1rduc , i n ,-,h icl t he 

non-socinlist Gcnornl Zionists ,.,re new , . i r.iport ,.m t pnrtnor , is crori.ting ['. frw r

;,ble cli□ n.to for such inv estr.1(F1 ts . He nu.st s tir:11.11,, to in every ,<•Y t he pnrticipn-

t ion of '"1C ri cn.n J o ·Ts in t b.:1 industrinl developr.1ont of t he country . In his "Stntc 

of t .r..o U?;.ior .. 11 noss<'go , Prcs id cn t ::.:; isenho oJOr t ho otho r d,,.,~· d ecl r ed it to be nn.tion

. 1 policy to do \·Th, tov .:; r m,.r gov ,:rnncnt p rop , rly cr'n to enco irn ,e th 1 flo 11 of 

priv:-1.to Ar.ioricnn inv est□ cn t "bron.d . Ar:wricnn J , us 1ill o por f crn i n::; n }J['..triot ic 

duty , s well n.s strongl:,r b.1ttross in --; t he n JW t t o of Israe l by t ho i nvcstr.iont 0f 

t noir c .pit['.l rnd t he ir cxpnrionce . As we '- d. t o its e c nor:iic strc?.t;th, JC ,:.lso 

r:nkc it dcfcnsivol , stron[; . u r1.r:a ric[' Zioni"ts hnvc lonG ,.dvoco.ted priv,,-,_tc i 1:-

vost□ent ns t he nos t co.1s tructiv c r:10asur c , in t he lonr.; ru :1 , for building up n 

sound oconor:iy in I srnel . The po lit ic,.l cons t ol l;,t ion i 1 I ::::rr'..ol is !"'. t r:mch ncr o 

favorabl e to it . Let I s i et to work . Lot I s ta.lk less <',°bC' t it :ind do ::icr e . A 

bluepriat i s :1ot ·ct ['. buildi;1 • .;. d c. n[':p is not yet the c ou~1t ry itself . 

A few thous"! d J uns Ar .ricru. J ,,s w.r_o hc.ve C0! 1plcted their n.rny 

s ervi cc, volun t earing nnnur'..lly to •'O to I sr<' el to hol:J in t he u...._J build i n of ttc 

Strte for n ye['..r or two, or for, s lcnc t'S t h~y v isr-~d , in wr ... t evcr cr1.pncitics 

t hey chocsc , would so frr to fortify tho spirit !.rid. r:1orr'..l •; of the ucor:>le i n -srn.ol , 

, nd 1:1ould for[;e 0v rn stronr,er links bot rnen t r.c ol est rnd oungcst doo craci cs 

on c>n th . 

I srn 1 Cf'n help itnclf in t r s'"l cri ticril tir.13 s by :1chievin rc'"'.tcr 

u.:1i ty , nd ~-o od ill nr.d. to l crf' nco . Exccssi vc prirty fr:, ... :m tiz[lti on r'nd poli t ic,'1.1 

intr r n i , e cc n.re n luxury 1hicl"' n.n inf,.nt stpte cnn ill { fford in tines fr,,.,_ 1g::t 

ith d .. nger . ~ot enough r.:ts bec:1 done to o~t.'."'.blist [', ~1n. tion".l, in pl['..CO of D. 

p:--.rty, s to,. of cd 1c['.t ion , so t r,,. t the ris in F-:Onor'"'.ti n of I srri eli c- •:ii 11 be 

g i ven ~ sc. s ~ of nr .. ticnal unity .... nd loy, ,lty, in pl.'1.CO of bitter ~ d ivisivo 

- noro -
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soculn.r or rnl.i;;iou pnrty loyc1ltics . Perht1ps t o r e c .:m t ov :;i.ts i n rn6 uc m:d 

oscow will pronpt t l-osG who hl'V0 tnl l'Co d of cl ... ss tru6 le --nd t he n re 0xtrono 

[':Jon then who t:wc r e ~nrded t tensel ves "as nu il s cpcrablc pnrt of the world 

r evolution~y C.:'1:1p , e['.ded by the Soviet Union, 11 to r 3consider tr..0ir p si tions 

~1d to wor .,;: consciously , .r.d. affirnntively for ru tionril uhity nnd soli ri..rity . 

Tr.is nust , of cours ,..;: , cor.10 fro□ within Isrnel itself; but t he Isr,., olis owe it to 

thonsclvos ,n~ to world J ewry to close ranks , for t he tine s e re grave . 

A:1c ricnn J ewry will be ccllcd upon to nssunJ incro,.,sin r e sp nsibilitics 

·fo in t ho dnys to cone , for Isrnel , for tte Di, sporn , for its own lif e n.t h w . 

need c . strone sense of r.1ission nnd destiny to prine us f r t":.es.., t,.,sks . ~ri ric,,_n 

Zionists oust not r 0linouisr. or , if nlror,dy r a linquisto d , nust rcc-i.pt· r e t heir 

p s ition of lcndvrship in ii er ic.'."',n J ewi sh lif e . Zionists h,.,_vc o-Jn nnd nre tr.e 

benr ers f th.o clnssic J ewish trt\dition ia t ho world . Given n stron6 Zionist 

r rulization , ti:o re \•fill be n wholosonc J _?w i sh co n~mnity , r.ii::: ful of its t tn.l -

not :Eragnontnry respor1sibilities to J c~ish life . It too_c n lo , tir, o f r t .to 

l c--r>,de rs in t r...c govornncnt in Israel to brnsp t h is trut t: . 'rl ey h"VO n t fully 

grnspod it yet , out t hey nre learning it - t ho hnrd wv . 

We nood n riche r J owis religious o uc"ti n for ur cr ... ildren, :'nd. one 

of definite iiobrnic content . For survival nnd s i eni f ic,,.,11 t living c1s '1. co r.munit , 

wo nee J ,3wish 1:-- nen ~·1h nrJ growded in t ho fnith , h istory , nd lit er a tur ,J I 

t r_G ir people . Zionists nus t tn.kc t to 1, n.d in t h is ;10 st vi t ['_l 'l.I'Gr'. f our lif o , 

upon which dep ends t l:o hnr nony of our childro: 1 s li? os , t ho ir contri bution 0s 

proud Md loyr..l citizens to tho totn.lity of Ar:oricc'll life ; tLc ir j yous ido:1tifi-

c~.tion with the historic J o,ish con u nit everywhere, . ....nd t l1o ir or or p ...... rticipri..-

tion int, in nphuil.dine::, C'lf th o Stn.to of Isrnel . 

I I 
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