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Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, ¥l
The Templa, Clevaland, Ohioc. el 7/

My deas frisnds: Thin age in which we live 1a
a truly groat age, one of the greatsst In human hlstory.
Wa ara too noar our timas proparly to appralsa tham.
(Ihu raquires dlstance in ordar to asa graat objeats In
thalr propar porspactive. } We ourselves aro boo mush
Iinvolved in the turmoll, the fears, and tha conflicta of

our day te moo objectively m amaring new patiteran of
1ifa which u HJ:‘E {1
mankind will hnru JJi'll nl

aonaolidation ilﬂﬁ&“ %14::&

ar two, when
g end a paried of

.&Iﬂuﬂll?l and
revolutionary nie t-l' ours, will 'lm abls te losk back

upon 1t and svaluate it nrmrll:l

Many pacple today are [llled with &ark fore-
bodings and are qulte pessimistic about cup timsa. They
arae quiek to describa them as materiallistio, aa lacklng
in 1dealism, in aim and purposs, and as drifting help-

lazaly to disaater.

is mood 1a drevalont flot alone ampng relliglous
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Thora apre vary few peoples who aee this azme of
oura as & great age, I mam parsuadod that 1t 1a truly a
Froat apo. There-—li-—anound _al courag, [O7 LB F-SEh
Wm freat and hiatorls

thinga ars noming to pasa Iin our Aay. T am not thianking
at the momant of the now worlds which melense la oon-
tinually dlscloaing, the new insights inta the natura of
=atter and marpgy, tha new sources of powar and wealth,
the mothods of productlon, distributlon, transports-
tlon and gemsunication. I am not rafarring to the
amazing progress in the mefilcal sclences which has ac
maprikedly lup:-u“d [ﬂh]c ‘haalth ‘Hm#‘ ;
creased the i'!:lrl!lf-l h;’:-h :

of mginnriu.g-:h&_ *H"ﬂ._iir olas o
the globe. ‘.I:mrnl:lun; and| Alssoveriea come In such rapld

1 race And in-
ko the marvals

ponatmiction All over

sunoanalon in our day that they no longsr sxsita any un-
usual ocomment. We takd 1t all in eur a=ride--the Flyling
agn, tha televislon ags, the atomls ago--and what next?
The intar-planstary age, perhapa. Certainly, man 1a
achieving n our day in the asclentiflic ialds mora In a
dsoads tham in a hundred yeara heretofosa.
Tn charaotorizing ocur mpe A3 groat, T mm thinke
ing in terms of sonial progreas and walfara, in tarms af
I,,{hu.ln advamsamant and clvilization. More 18 belng done
|in our day for the improvement of the amditlons of the
;. 1ife of the cosmon man, for ths ralalng of his atandard
{of 1iving, his health, his sducatlon, and for his pro-

toatlon amtinat tha disabilitles of sloknass, uneaploymant
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,and old ags, than Iin any gsnaration, tham in any five
ronerations 1in the past. Naver wars pacples and povarn-
menta a0 muah sonsernsd with the improvamant of tha 1iwvan

of the lorgotien men, -bhe-aXxplolied and the dosmteoddan,
who had llved in unrelisved and unspeakabla poverty,.
ignoranca and dlsease through the long and wary con-

turles. Kever ware more detsrmined afforts mads to bring
about a falrer sharing of the wealth that 1s produsad

and a battar way of 1ife for all.

Navar have the subsmerged racea and padples of
tha aarth, who for canturisa sroansd under forelmm or

. pative tyHM}tH‘ I[uT l{l a

demand and to uhh‘u. Jl

- d'-l‘i

achievad, rrwgqn,ipd“ uii_lf date
laat yaara ;m-l--fm.'.l":h of the earth'a populatione=

f#an in our day to

2 H—
w0

3 0 larpgs moasurs
sinatlion. WwWithin the

mors than Mve hundred million non-self=governing people--
have obtsined thelr political freedom. Imparlamlism and
aplonialism are in thelr dsath-throea. Baskward psoples
ara prosaing forward into tha light of @ new day, and the
axploltation of tha dark races of tha smrth la rapldly
derawing to s cloas.

What ws ara witnaasing In our day, 1T wa have
ayas not only to saa things but to zec Into the heart
af things, s not aselal Afaintegration, but a radleal
naw raintapration of humanity, a profourd shange in the
nocinl svolation of man, a changs not froe, of coursae,
from dangera, but one of boundless and Ymmessurable

potantinlitias.
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I do net wish to overdraw the pletuse, T m= not
sugzesting that sr—ag0-10 ppnoschingeldridlepormm
footlon, “er-thwt the mlllannium la Juak around tha sornor.
Thers ia no: a spot on tha face of the globe today whare
ampt scaial wrongs And injustlces do not axlat, and whare
the masses 3 mankind ama not, to a greater or leasar
degres, atill underprivilaged and Alpadvantaged. Thars
1s no oountry on earth whieh 1s altopather fres f'rom
alass oonfliat, from blgotry, intoleranaas, alums and
privation. It will teke genturlsa, not decades or man-
srations, before all the peoplas of the world will
poagess svan that measure wall-baing, far from the
op timum, -hiahiilnn-" Huﬂu IMH paoples of the
world alrandy ﬁ;‘nﬂiﬂf" \ :;}

The lwnﬁﬁm!fﬁl'ﬁ.’ﬁ te sconalder, howaver, la
not whothisr we are on the ave of the millennium, buk
whather the major trends of our ags ars In the dirsctlion
af thes hoped-for good acclaty, or a#ay from 1t. Is HH-H-II-::L

%ﬂﬁ to eradieate poverty and 1lliterscy and to ralae the
atandard of living of all pasplas, rega=dleas of racs
ar eolor o craed? Is it trying to satiafy ths leglt-
imats aspirations of peoplas to natlonal frosdom and
indspandencza? Ia it trying to organize the world Cor
paaza and for internationsl enoparation? I baliava That
in all thess major trends, our age hay ziven walaoma
svidanca o groat datermimation and of jonsidarable
progreass It 1a moving purpossefully im the rliht dirnos=



| %o the world to

.E‘

tion-=the abelitlon of war, the reduction of poverty, and

the olimination of racial inequality. Thess ars tha

throe major trends of ocur cantury.

rence of
It 1s definitely

-
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Deatiny
tha foramost

’mﬁ o pradioamenta in which 1t

social, politie
W 1N F |
im in the American sentury ‘,!n the same

rinds itsslf.
sense a3 bthe nine n.qt':h oentury was the ssntury of Oreat
m-n.i,n} I halla .;ihl.l: Amarican leadarahlp can prove

itaelfl equal to challenge if 1t will taks sounasl
of faith and no f;r fear, and will be gulded by the

prophetic insightas and wide perspectives of the founding
fathera of Republlz. We are not unequippad for the
task of lesddsrship. |We ars not wanting 1n atrength, in

sxporleonge, <r in 1tionn.

t to lemd aueo

\
dﬁf_;‘nnn &4t omo. Wo Ji:-t romaln fres at homa, and xolvent
and eivieallr unoorruptad. IT our own fros Inatitutlona

anfully we must look to our own
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